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Explaining the conflict between M arc Elrich and Larry H ogan

M oCo vs. M D  Gover n m en t

H as there ever  been  that one per son  
that d isagrees w i th  you on  alm ost ever y 
f acet possible? You both  th ink you know 
what?s r igh t , causing the tension  
between  you two to st i r  to 
insur m oun table levels. T h is seem s to be 
the case w i th  Gover nor  L ar r y  H ogan  
and M on tgom er y Coun ty Execut ive 
M arc Elr i ch . From  d i f fer ing on  pol icies, 
to even  tr ad ing jabs towards each  other  
on  Tw i t ter , these two have a long 
h istor y  of  chal lenging each  other . And 
that cou ld  have an  im pact on  pol icy 
m ak ing for  year s to com e. 

T h is r ival r y  has now been  
heigh tened due to the im pact of  the 
coronavi r us on  M ar y land. T he choice of  
whether  to open  up  schools has been  a 
long-debated issue and has stoked the 
f lam es between  the two pol i t i cians. 

Recen t ly, H ogan?s decision  to m ove 
M ar y land in to Phase 3 of  the Roadm ap 
to Recover y coronavi r us p lan  has dr awn  
cr i t i cism  f rom  Elr i ch , who said  in  a 
statem en t that  the decision  has ?taken  
us [M on tgom er y Coun ty Gover nm en t] 
by sur p r ise? and that ?we w i l l  con t inue 
to fol low the data and science.? 

T h is decision  was accom pan ied by a 
recom m endat ion  f rom  H ogan  on  
August 27 for  M CPS to retur n  to 
in -per son  school ing by the star t  of  the 
second quar ter , whether  that  be th rough  

a hybr id  m ethod or  a f u l l  school  day. 
T h is sur p r ise announcem en t caused an  
agreem en t to be created between  M CPS 
and the M on tgom er y Coun ty Educat ion  
Associat ion  (M CEA), the teacher s? 
un ion , to not i f y  teacher s w i th in  45 days 
i f  they w i l l  be retur n ing to the bu i ld ing 
for  instr uct ion . T h is agreem en t has 
al ready been  released by M on tgom er y 
Coun ty Super in tenden t Jack Sm i th , 
however  th is does not guar an tee that 
schools are reopen ing, just  that  there is 
a 45 day not ice for  a possible reopen ing. 

Sm i th  said  in  a let ter  that , ?th is does 
not m ean  that in  per son  instr uct ion  w i l l  
begin  in  45 days. I nstead, i t  m eans that 

we can  reopen  im pact bar gain ing and 
do m ore in -dep th  col labor at ive 
p lann ing for  the even tual  r etur n  to 
instr uct ion  in  bu i ld ings.?

T h is con f l i ct  between  H ogan  
and Elr i ch  has also extended in to the 
open ing of  p r ivate schools w i th in  
M on tgom er y Coun ty. At  f i r st , 
M on tgom er y Coun ty heal th  of f i cer  
Tr av is Gay les issued an  am endm en t 
order ing p r ivate schools to rem ain  
on l ine un t i l  O ctober  1. H owever  just  
th ree days later , Gover nor  H ogan  issued 
an  em er gency order  that  bar red  coun ty 
of f i cials f r om  m andat ing that p r ivate 
schools m ust close. H e instead al lowed 

the p r ivate schools 
them selves to 
decide i f  they 
would  l i ke to 
reopen  or  not.
T hei r  quar rel ing 
d id  not on ly  occur  
th is year , as one 
fam ous inciden t in  
20 19 involv ing 
these two 
execut ives d id  not 
involve publ ic 
heal th  pol i cy  at  al l , 
but  a th in  blue 

l ine. H ogan  
announced h is 
strong approval  
for  the Am er ican  
f lag w i th  a th in  
blue l ine dr awn  

on  i t , nowadays com m on ly refer red  to 
as the ?Blue L ives M atter ? f lag, wh ich  is 
m ean t to say that the l ives of  pol i ce 
of f i cer s m atter , and that thei r  
con tr ibut ions to society  are m ean ingfu l  
and not r acial ly  m ot ivated . 

H owever, Elr i ch  for bade pol ice 
of f i cer s f r om  d isp lay ing th is f lag in  
M on tgom er y Coun ty. T h is cou ld  be due 
to the f act  that  ?Blue L ives M atter ? was a 
coun ter-m ovem en t created in  response 
to the ?Black L ives M atter ? m ovem en t, 
wh ich  aim s to end pol ice br u tal i ty  
towards black peop le. 

O n  Tw i t ter , Gover nor  H ogan  bashed 
Elr i ch , say ing, ?I?m  of fended and 
d isgusted that Coun ty Execut ive M arc 
Elr i ch  has p roh ibi ted  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty Pol ice O f f i cer s f r om  d isp lay ing 
a ?th in  blue l ine? Am er ican  f lag.? T he 
next day, Elr i ch  com m en ted to 
M ar y land M atter s over  h is d isdain  
towards H ogan  for  not increasing taxes 
to pay for  publ ic t r anspor tat ion  
p rojects. 

Both  of f i cials clear ly  d i f fer  w i th  each  
other  on  pol icies, and we have seen  the 
ef fects of  thei r  bi t ter ness towards each  
other  over  the year s. T hei r  d i f fer ing 
pol i t i cal  ideologies, H ogan  being a 
Republ ican  and Elr i ch  a D em ocr at, also 
do not help  f i x thei r  r elat ionsh ip . W i th  
COVID -19 st i l l  af fect ing M ar y land and 
M on tgom er y Coun ty, t im e w i l l  tel l  how 
thei r  p rofessional  r elat ionsh ip  holds 
wh i le f aced w i th  hardsh ip  and con f l i ct .

M ontgomery County Executive M arc Elrich (left) and 
M aryland Governor Larry H ogan (right)
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By JAY M OT I WALA                                          
Senior Staff Writer
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 COVI D -19 vacci n e cau ses A m er i ca to deal  w i th  r aci st  p ast
H ow American healthcare has mistreated minorities in history

I t?s been  loom ing over  our  heads 
since the m id-M arch  exp losion  of  the 
coronavi r us, and keep ing hope of  som e 
rem nan t of  nor m alcy al ive dur ing these 
m on ths of  agon izing insecur i ty : a 
COVID -19 vaccine. Phar m aceut ical  
com pan ies have passed the poin t  of  
hum an  tr ials, but  there seem s to be one 
outstand ing issue?  the COVID -19 tr ials 
are lack ing in  m inor i ty  cand idates. 

D ue to the broad populat ion  the 
v i r us af fects, i t  i s im per at ive that  peop le 
of  al l  backgrounds are represen ted in  
cl in ical  t r ials. ?I f  you don 't  have enough  
peop le l i ke you in  those vaccine tr ials, 
you w i l l  not  know i f  i t  wor ks for  you," 
D r. V lad im i r  Ber thaud, a physician  at  
the M ehar r y  M ed ical  Group , said  
accord ing to Kaiser  H eal th  N ews. 

But, to th is end, Am er ica w i l l  need to 
con f ron t i ts h istor y  of  uneth ical  m ed ical  

exper im en tat ion  on  m ar ginal ized 
peop les to create a COVID  vaccine that 
wor ks for  ever yone who?l l  need i t . And 

at  the hear t  of  our  h istor y  l ies a 
lam en table t im e in  Am er ican  h istor y : 
T he Tuskegee Syph i l i s p roject . 

I n  1932, a group  of  researcher s in  
Tuskegee, Alabam a cam e together  to 
t r ack the natur al  p rogression  of  syph i l i s. 
Six hundred m en  (m ost of  whom  were 
for m er ly  sharecropper s and had never  
been  v isi ted  by a doctor  before) in i t ial ly  
en rol led  in  the study under  the 
im pression  that they were being treated  
for  ?bad blood?; they were also 
incen t iv ized w i th  f r ee m ed ical  care. T he 
par t i cipan ts were given  p lacebos, even  
though  pen ici l l i n  was the suggested 
treatm en t for  syph i l i s. T he researcher s 
in  char ge of  the exper im en t convinced 
local  physicians to hal t  t r eatm en t of  the 
par t i cipan ts in  the study. T he 
researcher s, in  order  to fol low the 
i l lness?s natur al  p rogression , watched as 
the par t i cipan ts wen t bl ind , insane, 

becam e severely  i l l , con tr acted  heinous 
m ed ical  cond i t ions, or  even  d ied  as a 
resu l t  of  thei r  un treated  syph i l i s. 

I t  wasn?t un t i l  the 1960 s that Publ ic 
H eal th  Ser v ice (PH S) em ployee, Peter  
Buxton , spoke to the uneth ical  nature of  

the Tuskegee exper im en t. Buxton  told  
h is super ior s at  PH S about h is concer ns, 
and they for m ed an  invest igat ive board  
to look in to the p roject  f ur ther . T he 
board  decided, however, to al low the 
p roject  to con t inue un t i l  al l  the 
par t i cipan ts had d ied  and al l  data had 
been  recorded f rom  the exper im en t. 

Buxton  then  leaked the stor y  to a 
repor ter , and i t  soon  got around to 
invest igat ive jour nal ist  Jean  H el ler  of  
T he Associated  Press. She broke the 
stor y, and consequen t ly  the publ ic was 
outr aged. T he exper im en t shut down  
im m ediately, but  by th is t im e, 128 of  the 
par t i cipan ts had d ied , 40  had given  
syph i l i s to thei r  par tner s, and 19 of  the 
par t i cipan ts? ch i ld ren  were bor n  w i th  
syph i l i s. 

Un for tunately, these k inds of  t r ials 
d idn?t stop  in  Tuskegee. I n  Guatem ala in  
1946 ?  under  the head ing of  an  

Am er ican  researcher  ?  near ly  70 0  
p r isoner s, m en tal  heal th  pat ien ts, and 
sold ier s were in ten t ional ly  in fected  w i th  
syph i l i s non -consensual ly. T he m edical  
r esearcher s involved wan ted to 
deter m ine i f  pen ici l l i n  not on ly  cured 

syph i l i s, but  cou ld  also p reven t i t . 
T hese exper im en ts t r aum at ized 

par t i cipan ts and thei r  f am i l ies, and 
establ ished st i l l  l i nger ing war iness 
am ong peop le of  color , par t i cu lar ly  
w i th in  the black com m un i ty, r egard ing 
m ed ical  r esearch . ?M istr ust  of  the heal th  
care system  em er ged as a p r im ar y 
bar r ier  to par t i cipat ion  in  m ed ical  
r esearch  am ong par t i cipan ts in  our  
study. M istr ust  stem s f rom  h istor ical  
even ts includ ing the Tuskegee syph i l i s 
study,? accord ing to ?M ore than  
Tuskegee: Under stand ing M istr ust  about 
Research  Par t i cipat ion ,? a qual i tat ive 
research  paper  h igh l igh t ing what keeps 
m inor i t ies f r om  gett ing involved in  
m ed ical  r esearch , but i t  doesn?t stop  
there. T he paper  goes on  wr i t ing that 
the m ed ical  m istr ust  ?is rein forced by 
heal th  system  issues and d iscr im inator y 
even ts that  con t inue to th is day.?

As the p rogression  of  a COVID  
vaccine con t inues, the quest ion  w i l l  
becom e: how w i l l  r esearcher s get 
m inor i t ies to t r ust  the heal thcare system  
again , and w i l l  they be able to do i t  in  
the t im e needed?

By ANYA SESAY                                      
Staff Writer
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E D I T OR I A L  POL I CY

T he Prowler glad ly  accep ts com m en ts, 

concer ns, and let ter s to the ed i tor . L et ter s 

m ay be em ai led  to 
Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com , m ai led  c/ o 
T he Prowler  to the school  address above, 

or  d ropped of f  d i r ect ly  to M s. 
Cooley-Klein  in  Room  241. L etter s m ay be 

ed i ted  for  space and clar i ty.

A B OU T
T he Prowler i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the 1988-89 school  year . To 
becom e a staf f  m em ber, studen ts should  
take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  M s. 
Cooley-Klein  to qual i f y  for  the N ewspaper  
Product ion  class.

Ser i es: Raci sm  at  Q O
Instagram account unmasks reality of QO?s racial environment

I t?s June 23, and Q uince O rchard  
studen ts take a look at  thei r  phones to 
see a fol low request f r om  a new 
Instagr am  accoun t cal led  Black@Q O . 
T hey open  the app  to v iew a new 
p lat for m  for  studen ts to speak up  about 
r acism  at Q O . A ?safe" space for  
m inor i t ies at  Q O  or  alum n i  to share 
thei r  exper iences at  school . 
"Com pletely  anonym ous? is w r i t ten  in  
the I nstagr am  bio, w i th  a Google for m  
l ink below for  studen ts to tel l  thei r  
stor ies.

M any studen ts began  shar ing thei r  
stor ies th rough  th is accoun t. As of  
O ctober  5, the accoun t had 835 
fol lower s and 10 3 posts. Studen t 's 
stor ies about thei r  exper iences of  
r acism  at Q O  cap tured how peop le of  
color  (PO C) fel t  as they walked th rough  
the hal ls of  Q O , in  the classroom , and 
on  the f ield  or  cour t . 

?W e d id  not expect i t  to be th is 
lar ge, because we d idn?t th ink there 
were th is m any r acist  exper iences at  
th is school ,? said  one of  the accoun t 
owner s, th ree Q O  studen ts whose 
iden t i t ies are known  to Prowler  staf f  
but  w ished to rem ain  anonym ous for  

th is ar t i cle.  ?W e were th ink ing m aybe 
l i ke 20 0  [fol lower s]. I t  was a ver y slow 
r ising and af ter  we star ted  post ing a lot , 
a lot  of  peop le star ted  in ter act ing w i th  
i t ,? they added. 

As a resu l t  of  the awareness m ade by 
Black@Q O  and the recen t Black L ives 
M atter  p rotests, the Q O  com m un i ty  
has been  str iv ing for  a m ore equal  and 
inclusive env i ronm en t. O ver  the 
sum m er, the Studen t Gover nm en t 
Associat ion  (SGA) held  d iscussions 
about these p roblem s. ?T here w i l l  be so 
m any m ore d iscussions w i th  SGA as 

wel l , so we hope m ore studen ts w i l l  get  
involved,? said  SGA Presiden t and 
sen ior  L auren  Kong. 

T he Q O  adm in istr at ion  is also 
includ ing them es of  r acial  and social  
just ice in  thei r  m on th ly  staf f  m eet ings. 
At one m eet ing in  August, teacher s 
were shown  test im on ials f r om  studen ts 
that  d iscussed why PO C studen ts 
haven?t fel t  safe and included at  Q O , 
and how they can  change that. 

Black@Q O  is con t inu ing to post 
stor ies sen t to them , as wel l  as resources 
and l i t t le-known  PO C h istor y. 

By SARA KLEM OW
Editor- in-Chief

T his slide was part of a presentation in a September 16 teacher professional development meeting, which followed up on the 
student testimonials that were shown to staff in August.

T h e Pr ow ler  w i l l  con t i n u e to r ep or t  abou t  r aci sm  at  Q O  i n  th i s ser i es, keep in g you  
u p dated  an d  d i v i n g deep er  i n to th e stor i es of  Q O  stu den ts. I f  you  h ave an  ex p er i en ce to 

sh ar e or  w i sh  to be a sou r ce f or  th i s ser i es, con tact  u s v i a em ai l  at  
Q O H Sp r ow ler @gm ai l .com  or  soci al  m ed i a (T w i t ter / I n stagr am ) @qoh s_ p r ow ler . 

T his image (above) is a screenshot of the Black@QO Instagram account posts. T he 
account owners would paste Google Form responses into an app called "Phontl" 
and add the fist symbol for every post. T he fist is a universal symbol of solidarity 
and support, recently used widely for Black Lives M atter.

?W e d i d  n ot  ex p ect  i t  to be th i s l ar ge, becau se w e 
d i dn ?t  th i n k  th er e w er e th i s m an y r aci st  ex p er i en ces 
at  th i s sch ool ." -  on e accou n t  ow n er  of  B lack @Q O

T his image (right) is a screenshot of the 
Black@QO Instagram account story 

that gives gratitude to those who shared 
their experiences with them. I t includes 

an image from a Black Lives M atter 
protest and also urges students to 

continue opening up and having the 
hard conversations with family, friends, 

and administrators.



Just ice Ruth  Bader  
Ginsbur g was a t r ai lb lazer  
and a cu l tur al  and 
fem in ist  i con . She passed 
away due to pancreat ic 
cancer  on   Rosh  
H ashanah , a Jew ish  
hol iday celebr at ing the 
Jew ish  N ew Year. I n  
Judaism , when  a per son  
d ies on  Rosh  H ashanah  i t  
m eans they are a tzaddik, 
m ean ing a per son  of  great 
r igh teousness, and a 
tzaddik she is. 
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M ay her memory be a blessing

T h e N otor i ou s Ru th  Bader  Gin sbu r g

By M I A RESNICOW                                    

Senior Staff Writer

?I  ask  n o f avor  f or  m y 
sex . A l l  I  ask  of  ou r  
b r eth r en  i s th at  th ey take 
th ei r  f eet  of f  ou r  n eck s.? 

-R.B .G.

H er  ach ievem en ts:

- O ver tur ned hundreds of  
state laws bar r ing 
wom en  f rom  join ing the 
wor k force, to r igh ts, to 
ju r y  duty. 

- Gr aduated top  of  her  
class a Colum bia 
Un iver si ty  

- Becam e the f i r st  tenured 
fem ale law professor  at  
Colum bia

- Ar gued six cases before 
p roject  at  ACL U

- Second wom an  
appoin ted  to the 
suprem e cour t

"W om en  belon g i n  al l  p l aces 
w h er e deci si on s ar e bei n g 
m ade. I t  sh ou ldn 't  be th at  
w om en  ar e th e excep t i on ."

-R.B .G.
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T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !
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T he Str im p le Fam i ly  

Patr icia Shaf fer  
N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

20 20 -21 
PAT RO N S

W ant to see 
your  nam e here?

Becom e a patron  of  T he 
Prowler by f i l l i ng out the 
for m  below. T hank you 
for  suppor t ing studen t 

jour nal ism !

BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER!

Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  c/ o T he Prowler , or  d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am es(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper
- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)

?I  Dissent? is how R.B.G. expresses her disagreement to the other 
Judges on the Supreme Court and she is known for wearing her ?I  
Dissent? collar.
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Q O 's 20 20  A P test  scor e br eakdow n

Ever y sum m er, Q uince O rchard  
Advanced Placem en t (AP) studen ts 
exper ience a m or n ing of  stress as they 
open  thei r  AP scores, hop ing for  that  5 
they wor ked so hard  for  al l  year . Q O  is a 
school  known  for  i ts academ ic 
ach ievem en t, but  how wel l  does Q O  
com pare to the wor ld  and the state 
when  i t  com es to AP scores? 

Af ter  analyzing 20 19-20  AP Exam  
data f rom  the Col lege Board  and 
break ing i t  down , I  can  tel l  you that, 
over al l , Q O  studen ts per for m ed above 
aver age in  AP cour ses when  com pared 
to the globe. H owever, when  com pared 
to the state, Q O  d id  not do as wel l .

 O ut of  the 30  AP classes Q O  of fer s, 
the breakdown  is as fol lows: Q O  d id  
better  global ly  and state-w ide in  12 AP 
cour ses. T h is data includes our  
notor ious AP m ath  cour ses, whose 
m ean  scores were al l  in  the h igh  4?s, 
wh i le global ly  and state-w ide the AP 
scores on ly  aver aged a m ed ium  to low 
3. AP BC Calcu lus teacher  Sonalben  
Patel  says she ?never  gives up  on  any of  
her  studen ts and wor ks w i th  them  as 
one big team ,? wh ich  can  be p roven  in  
the scores her  cour se receives. O ur  AP 
wor ld  language scores were h igher  than  
the state and global  m eans as wel l . 

A l though  Q O  had 12 cour ses w i th  
scores  above both  m eans, Q O  also had 
12 cour ses w i th  scores below both  
m eans. T h is includes th ree of  the four  

AP ar t  cour ses Q O  of fer s, along w i th  
four  of  the f ive AP science cour ses. N ow 
th is m igh t seem  bad to som e, but i f  you 
look at  al l  of  th is data, you would  
real i ze m any cour ses had scores just  a 
few decim al  poin ts below the global  and 
state aver ages. For  exam ple, Physics C 
M echan ics had a school  m ean  of  3.59, a 
state m ean  of  3.95, and a global  m ean  of  

3.88. 
T he last  pat ter n  that  can  be seen  

in  5 of  these AP classes is Q O  scor ing 
better  than  the global  aver age, but 
wor se than  the state's aver age. O ne 
exam ple of  th is includes AP 
Envi ronm en tal  Science, where the 
global  m ean  was on ly  a 2.85, Q O ?s m ean  
was a 3.0 7, but the state?s m ean  was a 

3.14. Al though  Q O ?s m ean  was wor se 
than  the state?s, i t  was on ly  by .0 7, and 
was st i l l  bet ter  than  the global  aver age 
by .22. 

T h is t r end can  be seen  p ret ty  m uch  
across al l  5 of  the classes who 
exper ienced a h igher  aver age than  the 
globe but lower  than  the state. 

By M ADDY FREEDM AN             
Senior Staff Writer

Q O  stu den ts ex p r ess op i n i on s on  
on l i n e l ear n i n g 

W ho would?ve im agined a year  ago 
that the f i r st  day of  the 20 20 -20 21 school  
year  would  begin  th rough  a screen? Q O  
studen ts and staf f  have star ted  to get 
set t led  in to th is new envi ronm en t, but  
what do studen ts p refer ? 

Accord ing to an  on l ine Prowler  sur vey 
taken  by 313 Q O  studen ts, 71.6% prefer red  
in -per son  lear n ing, wh i le 28.4% prefer red  
on l ine lear n ing.  

Sophom ore H ayden  Polsky is am ong 
the m any studen ts who p refer  in -per son  
lear n ing. Polsky em phasized that th is new 
ver sion  of  lear n ing was no one's f au l t , but  
st i l l  expressed h is op in ion  that i t  gets 
bor ing tak ing classes th rough  the screen . 
?T here?s not, l i ke, that  per sonal  
in ter act ion  that you would  get in  a 
classroom  sett ing,? Polsky said .

Polsky expressed how he would  not have changed 
f rom  Google Classroom  to M yM CPS and would?ve 
not added the new Studen tVUE. ?I  feel  l i ke they 
d idn?t of fer  a whole lot  of  suppor t  on  how to 

nav igate th rough  the new system s,? he said . ?I t  [was] 
just  k ind  of  th rough  the teacher s [and] they were st i l l  
t r y ing to f igure i t  out  too.?

Add i t ional ly, f r eshm an  L oren  Fan tasia also 
p refer s in -per son  lear n ing. Fan tasia seem ed ver y 
d isappoin ted  for  her  f i r st  year  of  h igh  school . ?I  was 
just  so exci ted  to...m eet new peop le and have H O CO , 

and we don?t have any of  that  ?cause we're just  si t t ing 

at  hom e.?
Sen ior  Ch r ist iane Bonkoungou, however, p refer s 

on l ine lear n ing. Bonkoungou exp lained how 
posi t ively  on l ine lear n ing has im pacted her . ?I ?m  

honest ly  hav ing the t im e of  m y l i fe,? she said . ?I  
th ink i t?s good for  m e m en tal ly, ?cause I  needed a 
break and you can?t get a lot  of  breaks when  you?re 
at  school  because you?re wor r ied  about so m any 
th ings. O n l ine is m ore com for table. You don 't  have 
to wor r y  about how you look, and i t?s easy to get 
your  wor k done.? 

She also said , in  her  exper ience, that  teacher  

avai labi l i ty  has been  a gr and advan tage. ?I  feel  l i ke 

the teacher s have m ore t im e on  thei r  hands and you 
can  em ai l  them  at any t im e. I  th ink [they?re] able to 
give us m ore at ten t ion .?

Jun ior  M atthew An tol i ck also f avor s on l ine 

lear n ing; however, he says i t  i s not  per fect . ?I  th ink 
clubs should  change and get thei r  stu f f  sor ted  out,? 
he said . 

Anatol i ck had a last  though t about the teacher s. 
?I?m  real ly  p roud of  al l  the teacher s for  being able to 
m ake som eth ing that wor ks. Even  i f  i t  doesn?t wor k 
per fect ly, I  th ink i t?s a great star t  for  what we have.?  

By NATALI A GARCI A             
Staff Writer

          SURVEY RESULT S FRO M  Q O  ST UD EN T S 

Breakdown graph of  6 AP courses taken at QOH S and how they compare to the global and state average 

Are QO's scores comparable across the state?

M ore students prefer in-person learning to online learning
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VIEWPOINT
Ju st  f o l l ow  COVI D  gu idel i n es: i t 's th at  sim p le

I ?m  sure you?ve al l  been  there: in  the 
grocer y store w i th  your  m om , in  the 
gym  w i th  a f r iend, or  seated at  an  
outdoor  table at  a restaur an t. T he sam e 
v ibr an t, eye-catch ing sign  is posted  
ever y coup le yards, i ts instr uct ions clear  
?  wear  a m ask and social  d istance. 
L i t t le footp r in ts are p laced on  the 
ground d i rect ing peop le where to stand 
in  order  to keep  six feet  apar t . 
T heoret ical ly, i t  shou ld  al l  wor k out 
w i th  ever yone doing thei r  par t , but  as 
you look around, you see peop le?s 
m asks ?acciden tal ly? sl ipp ing of f  thei r  
noses. 

T h is i s what i t?s been  l i ke around 
M on tgom er y Coun ty dur ing the 
COVID -19 pandem ic. W h i le m any have 
been  sett ing good exam ples and 
p roper ly  wear ing thei r  m asks (we thank 
you for  that), i t  cannot be said  for  
ever yone. T h is needs to change.

L ast m on th  when  I  was check ing out 
at  the Gian t in  the Ken t lands, a m an  
en tered w i thout wear ing a m ask. I  d id  
not know th is m an , but im m ediately  
the em ployees at  Gian t asked h im  to 
put a m ask on . H e refused, claim ing 
that he under stood why peop le were 
wear ing m asks, but was not af r aid  to get 
the v i r us and thus shouldn?t have to do 
the sam e h im sel f . 

N ews f lash : peop le are not wear ing 
m asks solely  to p rotect  them selves. 
T hey are doing so as a com m on  
cour tesy to p rotect  im m uno-  
com prom ised fam i ly  m em ber s, those 
of  older  age, and str anger s whose 
si tuat ions they m ay not be aware of . 

Accord ing to the Cen ter  for  D isease 
Con trol  (CD C), ?sym ptom s m ay appear  
2-14 days af ter  exposure to the v i r us.? 
W hat th is m eans is that  wh i le you m ay 
feel  heal thy and th ink you aren?t 
car r y ing the v i r us, i t  cou ld  just  be that 
your  sym ptom s have not yet  appeared. 
T hus, i t  i s cr ucial  that  when  in  publ ic, 
ever yone wear s a m ask as a p recaut ion  
to l im i t  the spread of  COVID -19 as 
m uch  as possible.

But gett ing peop le to wear  m asks is 
the f i r st  step . T he second step  is to get 
peop le to p roper ly  social  d istance. 
M any bel ieve that as long as they are 
wear ing a m ask, they can  do any th ing, 
go anywhere, and com e in  con tact  w i th  
as m any peop le as possible w i thout 
receiv ing the v i r us. 

Accord ing to Johns H opk ins 
M ed icine, ?W h i le wear ing a m ask w i l l  
p reven t you f rom  spread ing COVID -19 
i f  you have i t  and don?t know i t , 
physical  d istancing and f requen t, 
thorough  hand wash ing are st i l l  the best 
ways to avoid  gett ing COVID -19.? 
H ence, the m ost p roduct ive th ing 
M on tgom er y Coun ty f am i l ies can  do at  
th is t im e is to stay hom e and abide by 
these COVID -19 regu lat ions, as over k i l l  
as you m ay th ink they are.

W e al l  feel  how d i f f i cu l t  the si tuat ion  
is r igh t  now, and i t  i s under standable i f  
you don?t bel ieve your  ind iv idual  
act ions w i l l  m ake the si tuat ion  any 
better . T hat?s why ever yone needs to 
fol low these standards ?  because by 
wor k ing together , we can  reduce the 
num ber  of  cases in  M on tgom er y 

Coun ty. 
I f  you?re st i l l  not  conv inced, th ink 

about going to school  again . And I  
m ean  really going to school . T h ink 
about spor ts seasons happen ing. T h ink 
about p rom . Sen ior s, th ink about 
gr aduat ion  and beach  week. T h ink 
about al l  of  these wonder fu l  even ts that  
you can  help  m ake happen  i f  you just
m ake sm ar t  choices.

H ow student activism has changed due to the pandemic
I n -Per son  To O n l i n e

Ever  since M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Publ ic Schools shut al l  i ts door s on  
M arch  13 as a resu l t  of  the COVID -19 
pandem ic, studen ts were forced to 
m ove alm ost ever y th ing on l ine ?  
includ ing thei r  voices. 

W hen  the Black L ives M atter  
m ovem en t took the Un i ted  States by 
stor m  in  ear ly  M ay, studen ts began  to 
use any p lat for m  possible to m ake 
them selves heard . Social  m ed ia apps 
such  as I nstagr am , Snapchat, Tw i t ter , 
and T ikTok have been  newly u t i l i zed  
dur ing quar an t ine as a way to spread 
awareness and pol i t i cal  stand ings. 

W i th  the star t  of  the new v i r tual  
school  year , M CPS studen ts are now 
able to express thei r  ideas w i th  thei r  
classm ates in  a new envi ronm en t. 
W i thout being able to si t  in  a classroom  
and conver se, studen ts can  spread 
in for m at ion  and news f rom  the safety  
of  thei r  own  room s.  

Jun ior  O l iv ia Pi r nat i s one of  m any 
who vouch  for  on l ine act iv ism . ?I  th ink 
that  expressing act iv ism  is ef fect ive 

on l ine (par t i cu lar ly  at  the m om en t) 
because i t  i s a safe way to br ing 
at ten t ion  to p roblem s to get m ore 
peop le involved,? she said . 

T he age of  social  m ed ia has forever  
changed the f ace of  studen t advocacy 
and pol i t i cs, al low ing anybody to safely  

get involved w i th  just  the touch  of  a 
screen . 

T he in ter net i s a resource w idely  
used by the younger  gener at ion , wh ich  
includes the m ajor i ty  of  the M CPS 
studen t populat ion . O l iv ia Abdal lah , a 

jun ior  at  N or thwest H igh  School , 
bel ieves that ?young adul ts m ake up  a 
lot  of  the populat ion , but aren?t able to 

get our  voices and issues heard  due to 
how young we are.? 

H owever, fo l low ing the sw i tch  to 
in -per son  to on l ine, youth  though ts 
and op in ions are being broadcasted on  
a m uch  lar ger  scale. ?W e are the f u ture,? 
Abdal lah  adds. ?W e need to be 
educated on  cur ren t i ssues as they 

af fect  us r igh t  now and w i l l  con t inue to 
af fect  us.? 

Q O  jun ior  Em m a L ee Freem an  is an  

env i ronm en tal  advocate who has been  
act ive on l ine before and dur ing the 
COVID -19 outbreak, and is passionate 
about the conser vat ion  of  the 
env i ronm en t. ?Peop le for get that  we 
on ly  have one p lanet and i ts cond i t ion  
gets wor se and wor se ever y day,? says 
Freem an . 

Freem an  descr ibes her  t r ansi t ion  
f rom  in -per son  to on l ine act iv ism  as 
?sm ooth ,? due to her  al ready being 

act ive on  m any on l ine p lat for m s. 
?Al though  I  do under stand how i t  m ay 
be d i f f i cu l t  for  other  studen ts,? she says. 
?H owever, I  strongly  ur ge al l  m y 
classm ates to get involved in  any way 
possible, as they have the power  to 
m ake a change.? 

                                                                                                                          PHOTO COURTESY OF OLIVIA ABDALLAH

By M ADI LYN RUBERY
Staff Writer

         PHOTO COURTESY OF EAMC.ORG

"...p hysi cal  d i stan ci n g 
an d  f r equ en t , 
th or ou gh  h an d  
w ash in g ar e st i l l  th e 
best  w ays to avoi d  
get t i n g COVI D -19."

-Joh n s H op k in s M ed i ci n e

By NATALI E PRICE
Editor- in-Chief



D onald  Tr um p, 74, and Joe Biden , 77, are the two 
oldest p residen t ial  nom inees in  the h istor y  of  our  
coun tr y  ?  but what does th is m ean? W e?ve seen  the 
news jum p on  each  cand idate for  any m ishap they 
m ake, but how m uch  of  th is i s because of  thei r  age? 

  Biden  has been  constan t ly  cal led  out for  gaf fes he?s 
m ade dur ing speeches and T V in ter v iews. W hether  that  
i s for gett ing the words to the declar at ion , stat ing, ?Al l  
m en  and wom en  created?  by the ?  you know ?  you 
know the th ing,? or  h im  say ing regard ing the 
Coronavi r us, ?W e have to take care of  the cure. T hat 
w i l l  m ake the p roblem  wor se, no m atter  what,? the 
cu lm inat ion  of  Biden?s gaf fes dur ing h is cand idacy for  
p residen t have wor r ied  m any. H owever, in  a recen t 
in ter v iew w i th  CN N , Joe Biden 's w i fe, D r . Ji l l  Biden . 
D efend ing her  husband?s gaf fes, she said , ?You cannot 
even  go there. Af ter  D onald  Tr um p, you cannot even  
say the word  ?gaf fe.?? 

 M any have also cr i t i cized the heal th  of  Presiden t 
Tr um p. Videos have shown  h im  having d i f f i cu l ty  going 
down  a r am p at  the U.S. M i l i tar y  Academ y at  W est 
Poin t , and dr ink ing a glass of  water  w i th  two hands. 
M ost recen t ly, fo l low ing a v isi t  to W alter  Reed M edical  
Cen ter , w i thout any p r ior  con text , the p residen t 
tweeted, ?N ow they are t r y ing to say that your  f avor i te 
Presiden t, m e, wen t to W alter  Reed M edical  Cen ter , 
hav ing suf fered  a ser ies of  m in i - strokes. N ever  
happened to T H IS cand idate -  FAKE N EW S.? 

Regard ing the p residen t 's m en tal  heal th , af ter  
tak ing a cogn i t ive test  in  20 18 that i s of ten  used to 
detect  ear ly  dem en t ia, the p residen t said , ?T hey [the 
quest ions] get ver y hard ,? and later  suggested, ?I  
guar an tee you that Joe Biden  cou ld  not answer  those 

quest ions.?
 W hether  you bel ieve that Biden  or  Presiden t 

Tr um p, or  both , are in  poor  heal th , th is elect ion  m ay be 
the m ost im por tan t elect ion  of  our  l i fet im e. T he next 
p residen t m ay ver y l i kely  appoin t  at  least  one Suprem e 
Cour t  just ice, w i l l  have to act  on  our  coun tr y?s civ i l  
r igh ts i ssues, and m anage cl im ate change. Al though  
both  of  our  cand idates m ay be elder ly  and f lawed, and 

since wr i t ing th is ar t i cle p residen t Tr um p has f al len  i l l  
w i th  COVID -19, the decisions that our  next p residen t 
m akes w i l l  l i kely  m ake an  im pact for  decades to com e. 
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T r u m p  vs. B i den : w h o i s m ost  f i t?

20 20  Elect i on : T r u m p  vs. B i den
By SARA KLEM OW
Editor- in-Chief 

I ssu e D on ald  T r u m p  (R) Joe B i den  (D )

COVI D -19

*  D evelop  a vaccine by the end of  20 20  and retur n  to 
nor m al  in  20 21

*  M ake al l  cr i t i cal  m ed icines and supp l ies for  heal thcare 
wor ker s in  the US

*  Ref i l l  stockp i les and p repare for  f u ture pandem ics

*  Ensure al l  Am er icans have access to regu lar , 
r el iable, and f ree test ing

*  Focus on  p roducing cr i t i cal  supp l ies in  the 
US

*  Plan  for  the ef fect ive, equ i table d istr ibut ion  
of  t r eatm en ts and vaccines

*N at ionw ide m ask m andate

ED U CAT IO N

*  Prov ide school  choice to ever y ch i ld  in  Am er ica

*  Teach  Am er ican  excep t ional ism

*  Prom ote h igh -qual i ty  educat ional  oppor tun i t ies for  al l  
studen ts

*  Ensure that no ch i ld?s f u ture is deter m ined 
by locat ion , incom e, r ace, or  d isabi l i ty

*  Suppor t  educator s by giv ing them  pay and 
d ign i ty  they deser ve

*  Pr ior i t i ze the use of  wor k-study f unds for  
job- related  and publ ic ser v ice roles

FO REI GN  PO L I CY

*  Stop  end less war s and br ing our  t r oops hom e

*  M ain tain  and expand Am er ica?s un r ivaled  m i l i tar y  
strength

*  W ipe out global  ter ror ists who th reaten  to har m  
Am er icans

*  Bu i ld  cyber secur i ty  and m issi le defense system s

*  Ter m inate the t r avel  ban  against  peop le f r om  
M usl im -m ajor i ty  coun tr ies

*  End forever  war s

*  Elevate d ip lom acy as the p rem ier  tool  of  our  
global  engagem en t

*Ral ly  the wor ld  to address the cl im ate cr isis 

I ssu e D on ald  T r u m p  (R) Joe B iden  (D )

H EA LT H CA RE

*Cut p rescr ip t ion  dr ug p r ices 

*Put pat ien ts and doctor s back in  char ge of  our  
heal thcare system

*L ower  heal thcare insur ance p rem ium s 

*End sur pr ise bi l l ing 

*Cover  al l  p re-ex ist ing cond i t ions 
                                                                

*Al l  Am er icans w i l l  have a new, m ore 
af fordable heal thcare op t ion

*Stop  sur pr ise bi l l ing 

*Expand access to con tr acep t ion  and p rotect  
the const i tu t ional  r igh t  to an  abor t ion  

I M M I GRAT IO N

*Block i l legal  im m igr an ts f r om  becom ing el igible for  
taxpayer- f unded wel f are 

*M andator y depor tat ion  for  non -ci t i zen  gang m em ber s 

*D ism an t le hum an  tr af f i ck ing networ ks 

*End sanctuar y ci t ies

*M oder n ize Am er ica's im m igr at ion  system  

*Reasser t  Am er ica's com m i tm en t to 
asy lum -seeker s and refugees 

*Tack le the root cause of  i r r egu lar  m igr at ion  

* Im p lem en t ef fect ive border  screen ing 

JO BS

*Cut taxes to boost take-hom e pay 

*Enact f ai r  t r ade deals to p rotect  Am er ican  jobs 

* "m ade in  Am er ica" tax cred i ts 

*Expand oppor tun i ty  zones

*M obi l i ze Am er ican  m anufactur ing and 
innovat ion  

*H elp  ease the burden  of  care for  wor k ing 
paren ts 

*Racial  equ i ty  across the Am er ican  econom y 

Scan t his QR code t o be direct ed t o 
t he Maryland vot er  regist rat ion 

websit e.

Pr esi den t i al  Can d idate Pr os &  Con s 
Pr os Con s

D onald  Tr um p, the cur ren t and 
45th  Presiden t of  the Un i ted  States, 
i s r unn ing for  a second ter m . H ere?s 
som e insigh t on  what m akes Tr um p 
so appeal ing to som e U.S. ci t i zens.

Prev ious adm in istr at ions 
focused on  foreign  af f ai r s, r esu l t ing 
in  Am er ican  job losses and blue 
col lar  wor ker s feel ing of  less 
im por tance to thei r  coun tr y?s 
leader. T r um p?s cam paign , M ake 
American Great Again, cal led  for  a 
p r ior i ty  of  Am er ican  ci t i zens. I n  h is 
ter m , Tr um p lowered the 
unem ploym en t r ate to 3.5% in  
Febr uar y 20 20 ; the m ost recen t 
t im e p r ior  to Tr um p?s 
adm in istr at ion  w i th  that  r ate was in  
1969, accord ing to the US Bureau of  
L abor  Stat ist i cs. Before COVID -19 
str uck , the econom y was at  i ts h igh  
w i th  a GD P of  22 tr i l l i on  USD  in  

Febr uar y 20 20 , wh ich  is about 3 
t r i l l i on  USD  m ore than  when  h is 
ter m  began , accord ing to 
M acroeconom ic Adviser s. T r um p 
also updated USM CA, a t r ade 
agreem en t w i th  M exico and Canada 
that advances tr ade, labor , and the 
f ree m ar ket between  the th ree 
coun tr ies.

Tr um p?s cur ren t cam paign , Keep 
America Great, focuses on  con t inu ing 
to m ake Am er ica the p r ior i ty, to 
keep  h is cam paign   p rom ises , and 
ensure Am er ica is st i l l  a global  
leader.

As h is f i r st  ter m  is com ing to an  
end, Tr um p has accom pl ished so 
m uch  m ore than  anyone has ever  
expected. Tr um p?s adm in istr at ion  
has wor ked to create peace in  the 
M idd le East ?  w i th  nor m alcy t ies 
between  I sr ael , Bah r ain , and the 
Un i ted  Ar ab Em i r ates ?  wh i le 
p r ior i t i zing Am er ican  businesses. 
Suppor ter s see Tr um p as a m an  
who gets th ings done, and that?s 
why peop le vote for  h im . 

                   

N o sur pr ise that  Presiden t Tr um p has 
received a consider able am oun t of  
back lash  dur ing h is f i r st  ter m  ?  
par t i cu lar ly  f r om  the younger  gener at ions. 
Accord ing to a 20 17 sur vey of  h igh  school  
studen ts, headed by associate psychology 
p rofessor  Aaron  M etzger  of  W est Vi r gin ia 
Un iver si ty, th is opposi t ion  can  be 
at t r ibuted  to Presiden t Tr um p?s lack of  
em pathy regard ing issues of  
d iscr im inat ion . ?O ver  hal f  of  the youth  
[study par t i cipan ts] who d ism iss Tr um p 
v iewed h is pol i cies as poten t ial ly  biased or  
loaded w i th  d iscr im inator y r hetor ic,? 
accord ing to the study?s f ind ings. O ne 
par t i cipan t in  the sur vey cal led  Tr um p out 

say ing?[Tr um p] i s m isogyn ist i c and 
sexual ly  of fensive...? 

Since 20 17, i t  seem s not m uch  has 
changed. O n  Tw i t ter  and I nstagr am , 
m ost ly  populated  and used by young 
peop le, an t i -T r um p hash tags l i ke 
#voteh im out, # ihatetr um p, #cheetom an , 
and m ore have con t inued to ci r cu late. 

Add i t ional ly, dur ing the f i r st  p residen t ial  
debate of  the year, when  quest ioned on  
whether  or  not he would  condem n wh i te 
suprem acy Tr um p responded, ?Proud 
Boys stand back, stand by?  but th is i s not a 
r igh t  w ing p roblem .? Af ter  watch ing the 
l ive debate peop le r an  to social  m ed ia 
retweet ing and repost ing statem en ts l i ke, 
?D onald  Tr um p w i l l  not  denounce wh i te 
suprem acists because he is one,? and, 
?anyone who cannot unequivocal ly  
condem n wh i te suprem acy is r acist  and 
un f i t  for  the p residency.?

                 

Joe  Biden : for m er  v ice p residen t, and 
cur ren t D em ocr at ic p residen t ial  cand idate. 
Since h is nom inat ion , recen t hash tags l i ke 
#Sett leforBiden  have becom e m ore 
p revalen t on  d i f feren t social  m ed ia apps. 
H ere's why. 

M any young voter s (those under  the age of  
45) f ind  Joe Biden?s consider able con  to be 
h is cen tr ism . ?Younger  dem ocr ats are 
[ just]  m ore l iber al  and an t i - inst i tu t ional ,? 
accord ing to FiveT h i r tyEigh t. ?T he 
lef t - lean ing but gr ay-hai red  com m en tator s 
on  M SN BC have been  deep ly  f r ustr ated  by 
the r i se of  Sander s. Conver sely, i t?s hard  to 
f ind  m uch  Biden  suppor t  on  Tw i t ter , 
wh ich  tends to be used by younger  
peop le.? 

D ur ing the D em ocr at ic p r im ar y r ace, 
en tr ance pol ls were taken  in  Iowa and 
N evada, and an  ex i t  pol l  was taken  in  N ew 
H am psh i re, wh ich  revealed  that Biden  
never  h i t  double-d igi t  percen tages w i th  
voter s under  45. W h i le Sander s, a m uch  
m ore lef t  lean ing cand idate, broke 55% 
w i th  the sam e age group . O nce Biden  won  
the p r im ar y, though , youth  suppor t  sh i f ted  
back to h im . Accord ing to CNN , back in  
August, ?[Tr um p?s] net f avor abi l i ty  w i th  
those under  the age of  30  aver aged?  about 
35 poin ts wor se than  Biden 's net 
f avor abi l i ty  r at ing.? T he por tud ing 
p roblem  w i th  th is though , i s that  the youth  
m ay not vote. H istor ical ly, accord ing to the 
?Census Bureau's Cur ren t Populat ion  
Sur vey, N ovem ber  Vot ing and Registr at ion  
Supp lem en t,? younger  peop le have always 
voted  less than  the older  gener at ion . Could  
th is p resen t chal lenges for  Biden  th is 
N ovem ber ? W e?l l  just  have to wai t  and see. 

T he D em ocr at ic nom inee for  
the 20 20  p residen t ial  elect ion  is 
For m er  Vice Presiden t Joe Biden . 
H e was chosen  m ain ly  because he 
is a pol i t i cal  m oder ate that  can  
appeal  to both  D em ocr at and 
Republ ican  voter s. Biden?s m ission  
is to not on ly  save the coun tr y?s 
dem ocr at ic system , but restore the 
coun tr y?s heal th  and safety. For  
exam ple, Biden  has a p lan  for  how 
he w i l l  tack le the coronavi r us 
outbreak in  Am er ica so that 
ci t i zens can  get back to wor k and 
get our  econom y going safely. 

O nce he takes of f i ce, Biden  w i l l  
im p lem en t a decisive act ion  p lan  

that includes f ree COVID -19 
test ing, developm en t of  a vaccine, 
and a decisive econom ic response, 
wh ich  star ts w i th  em er gency paid  
leave for  al l  of  those af fected  by the 
coronavi r us, and gives the 
necessar y help  to sm al l  businesses 
owner s and essen t ial  wor ker s to 
stabi l i ze the Am er ican  econom y. 

I n  add i t ion , other  than  Biden?s 
COVID  response p lan , Biden  is 
ded icated  to ?Bui ld  Back Better ? 
(the cam paign 's slogan) for  r acial  
equal i ty, env i ronm en tal  
sustainabi l i ty, and caregiv ing and 
educat ion . H e is com m i t ted  to end 
v iolence against  wom en , gun  
v iolence, and an t i -Sem i t i sm .

Biden  w i l l  br ing back the 
econom y, keep  the publ ic heal thy 
and safe, and represen t Am er ican?s 
wan ts and needs.

Pr os Con s

By SARA KLEM OW
Editor- in-Chief 

By M I A RESNICOW
Senior Staff Writer

By ANYA SESAY
Staff Writer

By ANYA SESAY
Staff Writer

By RI LEY SM I T H
Staff Writer
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Just because there?s a pandem ic 
going on  doesn?t m ean  you can?t have 
a happy H al loween ! T here are p len ty  
of  act iv i t ies you can  do to have a f un  
hol iday and en joy the f r igh ts and 
del igh ts of  the classic season . 

T here are so m any wonder fu l  
H al loween  m ovies avai lable to watch  
in  ever y gen re. A Quiet Place, Bird Box, 
Psycho, and T he Shining are al l  great 
hor ror  m ovies. I f  you p refer  
som eth ing a l i t t le m ore 
f am i ly - f r iend ly, there?s T he Addams 
Family, Beetlejuice, and Ghostbusters. I f  
you decide to watch  a m ovie on  
N etf l i x , you can  down load the N etf l i x 
Par ty  p lugin  on  your  com puter  and 
watch  w i th  your  f r iends. You cou ld  
also op t to watch  a m ovie outside. 
T here are p len ty  of  d r ive- in  m ovie 
theater s near by, such  as the Alam o 
D r af thouse Cinem a in  N or ther n  
Vi r gin ia. You cou ld  even  get a 
p rojector  and have a m ovie n igh t in  
your  backyard .  

 Add i t ional ly, m any haun ted 
houses are st i l l  open  and oper at ing 
under  COVID -19 gu idel ines. At 
M ar kof f ?s H aun ted Forest , ever y th ing 
is en t i r ely  outside, though  al l  groups 
m ust st i l l  social  d istance and wear  
m asks. Field  of  Scream s is also open  
for  v isi tor s. 

 Fur ther m ore, there are also lots of  

H al loween  sweets and treats you can  
bake at  hom e to f u l ly  get in to the 
hol iday sp i r i t . Delish has a lot  of  tasty  
H al loween  recipes on  thei r  websi te, 
such  as M onster  M unch  (a t r ai l  m ix 
m ade up  of  ket t le cor n , p retzels, 
m & m s, and m ore!), S?m ores Stu f fed  
Cook ies, Pum pkin  Chocolate Ch ip  
Cook ies, and Ghost S?m ores D ip , 
wh ich  is m ade f rom  ghost Peeps and 
chocolate ch ips. 

 Final ly, i f  you st i l l  wan t to see your  
f r iends, you cou ld  host a v i r tual  
H al loween  par ty  on  Group FaceT im e 
or  Z oom . You cou ld  also op t to see 
them  in  per son  wh i le wear ing a m ask 
and/ or  rem ain ing six feet  apar t . 

As you can  see, desp i te ever y th ing 
going on  in  the wor ld  r igh t  now, 
H al loween  can  st i l l  be just  as f un , even  
w i th  som e extr a p recaut ions in  p lace.

I f  you are exper iencing any 
sym ptom s of  COVID -19, p lease stay at  
hom e and get tested . You can  get 
tested  for  f r ee at  any of  the 
M on tgom er y Coun ty test ing cl in ics. 
Cal l  the Test ing H elp l ine at  
240 -777-1775 i f  you need help  f ind ing 
test ing, and check out M on tgom er y 
Coun ty?s on l ine COVID -19                                            
I n for m at ion  Por tal  for  up- to-date  
news about test ing at  
h t tps:// www.m on tgom er ycoun tym d.
gov/ cov id19/ test ing.h tm l. 

Sp ook y season  i s st i l l  on ! 
H ow to safely celebrate H alloween this year.
By FIONA FEI NGOLD

Staff Writer

 COMMONS

A batch of pumpkin chocolate chip cookies baking 

in the oven.  

Vi r tu al  l ear n i n g ex p er i en ces 
betw een  f r esh m en  an d  sen ior s
By KAI LY PAULI NO

Senior Staff Writer

For  year s, m any young studen ts 
look for ward  to the exper ience of  
going to h igh  school . I t  i s exci t ing to 
th ink about at tend ing hai r - r aising 
spor t ing even ts, being par t  of  an  ar r ay 
of  clubs, and going to m em or able 
par t ies to dance away the stress of  
class. H owever, those th r i l l i ng 
though ts and feel-good m om en ts are 
l im i ted  due to the new v i r tual  
lear n ing system  in  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty.

D isappoin ted  at  what COVID -19 
has done to ever yone for  alm ost a 
year, studen ts have had to deal  w i th  
new and unexpected exper iences 
dur ing v i r tual  lear n ing. N ever theless, 
as we can  im agine, these exper iences 
are dr ast ical ly  d i f feren t for  each  
gr ade.

As sen ior s, studen ts str ive to be a 
par t  of  ever y th ing and m ake 
un for gettable m om en ts w i th  thei r  
loud, school- sp i r i ted  ener gy. Sen ior  
Shajia Jaf r i  m anaged to get used to the 
whole new lear n ing atm osphere, 
though  she fel t  a bi t  in t im idated at  

f i r st  when  f ind ing out she would  have 
to be p resen t in  Z oom  m eet ings ever y 
single week. ?I t?s harder  to 
com m un icate to teacher s i f  you need 
extr a help ,? says Jaf r i , but  she feels 
better  that , w i th  regards to 
schoolwor k , ?the d i f f i cu l ty  level  i s st i l l  
the sam e.? L uck i ly, academ ics are not 
negat ively  af fect ing m ost sen ior s l i ke 
Jaf r i , but  th is year  i s thei r  last  chance 
to exper ience footbal l  gam es, 
hom ecom ing, pep  r al l ies, talen t  
shows, sp i r i t  week, par ades, and 
possibly  p rom  w i th  thei r  closest 
f r iends. 

As for  f r eshm en , al l  they hope to 
do is m ake as m any f r iends and have 
as m uch  fun  as possible. Freshm an  
D er ya Kr av i tz says she is hav ing a 
harder  t im e being m ore social  
because she lacks the oppor tun i ty  to 
have the l i t t le ever yday side 
conver sat ions w i th  near by peer s. ?I  
would?ve l i ked  to have been  able to 
see m y new school  and new peop le,? 
Kr av i tz adds. Freshm en  have a few 
m ore year s to t r y  to exper ience the 

f un  school  sp i r i t , but  i t  w i l l  be hard  
because they have not gotten  to know 
where they f i t  in  yet  and have not 
found thei r  group  of  f r iends.

L et 's coun t on  at tend ing school  
and m ak ing these uncer tain  t im es 

m uch  easier  in  the second sem ester , 
w i th  hopes of  going back to a 
?som ewhat nor m al? h igh  school  
exper ience. W i th  al l  of  our  Cougar  
sp i r i t  and p r ide, together  we can  m ake 
th is a m em or able school  year .  

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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COREAXIS

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/testing.html
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VIEWPOINT

M y take on  th e 20 20  Em m y W in n er s

 O n  Septem ber  20 , al l  eyes in  
H ol lywood were glued to thei r  
telev ision  screens as the 72nd 
Pr im et im e Em m y Awards took p lace. 
T he cerem ony looked ver y d i f feren t 
th is year , as COVID  restr i ct ions m ade i t  
im possible to have al l  of  the at tendees 
in  the sam e room . H ost Jim m y Kim m el 
took the stage alone as the nom inees 
tuned in  v i r tual ly  f r om  al l  around the 
wor ld  to see the Academ y of  Telev ision  
Ar ts and Sciences reveal  thei r  p icks for  
the best wor k in  telev ision  in  the past 
year . T he lack of  a l i ve aud ience m ade 
for  som e chal lenges, and m any of  the 
at tem pts at  hum or  lef t  an  awkward  
im pression , but what m ade th is year ?s 
show u l t im ately  a success was the 
beaut i f u l  show ing of  r epresen tat ion  and 
tr ue, d iver se talen t in  not on ly  the 
nom inees, but the even tual  w inner s. 
L et?s break i t  down .

 T he f i r st  par t  of  the show proved to 
be a Schitt?s sweep, as the f inal  season  of  
the h igh ly  beloved Schitt?s Creek swept 
al l  of  the Com edy Ser ies Awards, 
includ ing the four  act ing p r izes, 
d i rect ing, w r i t ing, and the u l t im ate top  
p r ize ?  Best Com edy Ser ies. N ot on ly  
i s the show extr aord inar i ly  f unny and 
hear t-war m ing, but i t  also showcases a 
beaut i f u l  gay relat ionsh ip ; the show?s 
award  success is extrem ely im por tan t 

for  represen t ing the L GBT Q + 
com m un i ty  in  a posi t ive l igh t .

 N ext, the categor ies for  L im i ted  
Ser ies saw Watchmen w in  big for  Regina 
King in  Best Actress, Yahya 
Abdul-M ateen  I I  in  Best Suppor t ing 
Actor , Best W r i t ing, and u l t im ately  the 
top  honor  of  Best L im i ted  Ser ies. 
Watchmen i s one of  the best shows to 
com e out in  recen t year s, and easi ly  the 
m ost relevan t for  our  t im es, as i t  d igs 
deep in to them es of  pol i ce br u tal i ty  

and r acism . T he show dep icts the t r agic 
even ts of  the 1921 Tu lsa M assacre, one 
of  the wor st  acts of  r acial  v iolence ever . 
T he m assacre has gone lar gely  
for gotten  in  h istor y  classes, d r iv ing 
hom e the need to tel l  b lack stor ies and 
use them  too em power  a better  and 
m ore educated fu ture. Unorthodox and 
M rs. America also took hom e awards in  
the D i rect ing and Suppor t ing Actress 
categor ies, r espect ively.

 Final ly, the dr am a categor ies saw 

som e m ajor  but extrem ely deser v ing 
sur p r ises. Al though  Euphoria was sad ly  
snubbed of  m any top  nom inat ions, 
Z endaya m anaged to pu l l  of f  a w in  for  
L ead Actress. H er  per for m ance as a 
teenager  str uggl ing w i th  d r ug add ict ion  
is so com pel l ing to watch  and deser v ing 
of  the award . Succession, wh ich  is 
excel len t , u l t im ately  won  for  Best Actor , 
D i rect ing, W r i t ing, and D r am a Ser ies. 
T he show fol lows a dysfunct ional  
f am i ly  r unn ing a top  m ed ia 
conglom er ate as each  m em ber  of  the 
f am i ly  acts in  thei r  own  sel f - in terest . 
T he show r u th lessly  em phasizes how 
the cor r up t ind iv iduals at  the top  of  
society  w i l l  do any th ing to gain  power, 
no m atter  the cost.

 U l t im ately, w i th  a record-break ing 
38 black nom inees total  and such  
am azing talen t honored th roughout the 
even ing, th is year ?s Em m ys were a 
success in  m any ways. T h roughout the 
even ing, the im por tance of  tel l ing 
d iver se stor ies was r igh t f u l ly  
h igh l igh ted , and al l  the top  w inner s 
f r om  Schitt's Creek to Watchmen and 
Succession were extrem ely deser v ing and 
wor thy of  award  recogn i t ion . As award  
shows such  as the Academ y Awards are 
on  the hor izon  for  the near  f u ture, the 
Em m ys proved that even  in  such  
d i f f i cu l t  t im es, recogn izing the wor k of  
talen ted  ar t i sts i s st i l l  ver y m uch  
possible.

By M AT T H EW M I NT ON
Editor- in-Chief

T he big w inner s of  the n igh t (lef t  to r igh t): Succession, Watchmen, and  Schitt's Creek. 
Photo Cred i t : Vox

Ch adw ick  Bosem an  p asses aw ay at  age 43

Chadwick Bosem an , the br i l l i an t  
Am er ican  actor , d ied  on  August 28, 
20 20 . H e was on ly  43. 

Bosem an  was d iagnosed w i th  colon  
cancer  in  20 16, wh ich  cam e as a 
devastat ing shock to the publ ic 
af ter  h is death . A tweet on  h is 
of f i cial  accoun t was posted  by h is 
publ icist  con f i r m ing h is death  at  
10 :11 PM . ?A tr ue f igh ter , Chadw ick 
per severed th rough  i t  al l , and 
brough t you m any of  the f i lm s you 
have com e to love so m uch ,? the 
statem en t read. ?From  ?M ar shal l  to 
D a 5 Bloods?, August W i lson 's ?M a 
Rainey?s Black Bottom ? and sever al  
m ore, al l  were f i lm ed dur ing and 
between  coun t less sur ger ies and 
chem other apy.?

Bosem an  was bor n  in  1976 in  
South  Carol ina. H e at tended 
H oward  Un iver si ty  in  W ash ington , 
D C to receive h is Bachelor  of  Fine 
Ar ts (BFA) degree in  D i rect ing, and 
then  wen t on  to at tend the Br i t i sh  
Am er ican  D r am a Academ y in  
O xford , England. 

Bosem an  had sm al ler  roles in  
m ovies and T V shows includ ing Lincoln 
H eights and ER before he landed h is 
breakth rough  role in  20 13. Star r ing as 
legendar y basebal l  p layer  Jack ie 

Robinson  in  Br ian  H elgeland?s 42, 
Bosem an  caugh t the at ten t ion  of  m any 
and h is career  con t inued to soar. O n ly  a 
year  later  he signed to por tr ay Jam es 
Brown , or  the Godfather  of  Soul , in  
Tate Tay lor ?s Get On Up. Bosem an?s 
co-star  Viola D avis tweeted af ter  h is 
death : ?Chadw ick?  no words to express 

m y devastat ion  of  losing you. Your  
talen t, your  sp i r i t , your  hear t , your  
authen t ici ty.? Bosem an  also p layed the 

young US Suprem e Cour t
Just ice T hur good M ar shal l  in  the 

f i lm  T hurgood (20 17).
Bosem an  is m ost known  am ong 

young peop le for  h is em ulat ion  of  the 

dream  for  a black super hero to reach  
the big screen  when  he joined the 
M ar vel  Cinem atic Un iver se as T ?Chal la, 
K ing of  W akanda, also known  as the 
Black Pan ther . H e d id  not take th is 

responsibi l i ty  l igh t ly  and tr u ly  
t r ansfor m ed in to h is char acter  as a 
sym bol  of  p r ide to Black aud iences. 
Pressing for  the char acter s to speak in  
authen t ic South  Af r ican  accen ts and 
lead ing m eet ings on  Af r ican  sp i r i tual i ty  
and sym bol ism , he tr u ly  took h is role to 
the next level . H e f i r st  appeared as 

T ?Chal la in  Captain America: Civil War 
before star r ing in  Ryan  Coogler ?s Black 
Panther, wh ich  cr ushed box of f i ce 

records and m ade an  est im ated $218 
m i l l ion  dom est ical ly  over  the cour se of  
four  days. T he f i lm  wen t on  to receive 
an  Academ y Award  for  Best Picture in  
20 18. I t  was the f i r st  m ajor  super hero 

m ovie w i th  a Black p rotagon ist  and 
m ajor i ty -Black cast, and received 
adm i r at ion  f rom  cr i t i cs across the 
wor ld  for  the in f luen t ial  per for m ances 
by M ichael  B. Jordan , Angela Bassett , 

and m ore. 
Bosem an  acted  alongside other  

M ar vel  heroes in  Avengers: Infinity War  
and Avengers: End Game in  20 18 and 
20 19, respect ively. M any of  those actor s 
posted  on  thei r  social  m ed ia to 
com m em or ate Bosem an?s death . 

Ch r is Evans (Captain  Am er ica) 

w rote: ?Chadw ick was special . A t r ue 
or iginal . H e was a deep ly  com m i t ted  
and constan t ly  cur ious ar t i st ...? 

Jerem y Renner  (H awkeye) descr ibed 
Bosem an  as ?an  insp i r at ion , a war r ior  
w i th  a big k ind  hear t  that  [he?l l ]  never  
for get.? 

Rober t  D owney Jr . (I r on  M an) wrote: 
?M r. Bosem an  leveled  the p lay ing 
f ield  wh i le f igh t ing for  h is l i fe?  
T hat?s heroism ? ? w i th  the hash tag 
?#Chadw ick forever .?
Chr is H em swor th  (T hor ) descr ibed 
Bosem an  as ?one of  the k indest, 
m ost genuine peop le [he?s] m et.? 
Even  pol i t i cians revealed  thei r  
r em or se. D em ocr at ic p residen t ial  
cand idate Joe Biden  tweeted that 
Bosem an  ?insp i red  gener at ions and 
showed them  they can  be any th ing 
they wan t ?  even  super heroes,? and 
Kam ala H ar r is, the D em ocr at ic Vice 
Presiden t nom inee, tweeted that he 
was ?br i l l i an t , k ind , lear ned, and 
hum ble. H e lef t  too ear ly  but h is l i fe 
m ade a d i f ference.? N ei ther  
Presiden t D onald  Tr um p nor  Vice 
Presiden t M ike Pence spoke on  h is 
passing.
Al though  he lef t  f ar  too soon , 
Bosem an?s legacy w i l l  con t inue for  

gener at ions as one of  the p ioneer s for  
Black actor s in  H ol lywood. H e insp i red  
m i l l ions across the globe th rough  h is 
per for m ances. Rest in  power, Chadw ick 

Bosem an .

"Ch adw ick  w as sp eci al . 
A t r u e or i gi n al . H e w as 
a deep ly  com m i t ted  
an d  con stan t ly  cu r i ou s 
ar t i st ..."

-  Ch r i s Evan s

CNN.COM

By STACY SH I N
Senior Staff Writer 
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M ar y lan d  State Su p er i n ten den t  K ar en  B . Salm on  an n ou n ced  a p lan  to star t  f al l  season s O ctober  7th , 
h ow ever , M on tgom er y  Cou n ty  i s n ot  ex p ected  to adap t  th i s p lan

M PSSA A A n n ou n ces 20 20 -21 Sp or ts Season s

Af ter  over  a m on th  of  wai t ing that 
fel t  l i ke a year, the M ar y land Publ ic 
Secondar y Schools Ath let ic Associat ion  
(M PSSAA) announced i ts p lan  for  al l  
th ree spor ts seasons to take p lace in  the 
spr ing on  Septem ber  11th . T he p lan  
consists of  al l  th ree seasons p lay ing for  
f ive weeks, w i th  20  days of  p r act ice 
before the season  star ts. T h is r u les out 
the possibi l i ty  of  f al l  spor ts star t ing late, 
a decision  that m any states, includ ing 
Pennsy lvan ia and N ew Jer sey have 
m ade.

 T he f ive-week spor ts seasons would  
include any possible p layof f s, wh ich  for  
footbal l  especial ly, creates a si tuat ion  
where any p layof f s are un l ikely. T he 
nor m al  h igh  school  footbal l  season  in  
M ar y land is n ine weeks of  r egu lar  
season  p lay, fo l lowed up  by f ive weeks 
of  p layof f s, and that would  be 
im possible to f i t  in to just  f ive weeks. 
Som e have p roposed sk ipp ing a regu lar  
season  and going str aigh t in to the 
p layof f s. H owever, that  i s extrem ely 
un l ikely.

T h is decision? to have each  spor t  
p lay a f ive-week season? has been  
con trover sial  for  al l  spor ts. H owever  the 
spr ing ath letes are the m ost af fected  
and upset. Spr ing spor ts ath letes were 
hop ing to have a longer  season  than  the 
rest , as they had lost  thei r  en t i r e season  
the year  before. 

An thony Spano, a jun ior  lacrosse 
p layer , was extrem ely f r ustr ated  w i th  

the M PSSAA?s decision  to not give the 
spr ing spor ts a longer  season , say ing, ?I  
th ink i t  i s absolu tely  r id icu lous how the 
M PSSAA d id  th is to spr ing ath letes. 
M ost spr ing ath letes last  year  got a few 
scr im m ages in  at  m ost.? Spano 
em phasized h is f r ustr at ion  about the 
lack of  a f u l l  season , not ing: ?I t  i s 
com pletely  un fai r  to the spr ing 
ath letes... W e have the ver y last  season  

in  the schedule, wh ich  sucks because 
som e of  the season  w i l l  be af ter  
gr aduat ion . T h is m eans we m igh t be 
m issing p layer s wh i le they are at  beach  
week and at  other  sen ior  act iv i t ies. 
W h ich  again  screws over  spr ing spor ts.?

Coach  Kel ly, the head coach  of  the 
var si ty  footbal l  team , has been  
outspoken  about wan t ing to p lay th is 
season  on  tw i t ter , post ing a tweet last  

m on th  say ing, ?M D  should  def in i tely  be 
p lay ing r igh t  now?  H S al l  over  the 
coun tr y  are doing i t  safely !!! T he 
science says we can  do i t .?

T here is a possibi l i ty  that  th ings w i l l  
change, as there is so m uch  
unpred ictabi l i ty  in  the wor ld  r igh t  now, 
but i f  ever y th ing stays the sam e, the 
spr ing w i l l  be jam  packed w i th  h igh  
school  spor ts.

T he Quince Orchard Varsity Football Team warms up for a game against Northwest Photo Credits: Adam Gotkin

By ADAM  GOT KI N
Staff Writer

N at i on al s f ai l  to def en d  t i t l e i n  
u n p r eceden ted  M L B season
By BEN ST ROBER 
Editor- in-Chief

?Go 1-0  ever y day.? T h is was a 
com m on  ph r ase f rom  W ash ington  
N at ionals m anager  D ave M ar t inez 
dur ing the team ?s m agical  20 19 W or ld  
Ser ies cham pionsh ip  r un , defeat ing the 
scandal ized H ouston  Astros in  seven  
gam es. T he N at ionals overcam e a 
for gettable 19-31 star t  that  season  to 
f in ish  93-69. 

  But for  m any peop le in  the wor ld , 
20 20  has been  a rough  year  to ?go 1-0  
ever y day.? COVID -19 forced the 
shutdown  of  schools, businesses, and of  
cour se, M ajor  L eague Basebal l . For  
m any m on ths, com m issioner  Rob 
M an f red  and the p layer s had a d i f f i cu l t  
t im e wor k ing up  a p lan  for  the 20 20  
season . Af ter  m any weeks of  f ai led  
negot iat ions, basebal l  would  be 
retur n ing: H owever, th is i sn?t anywhere 
near  a "nor m al" basebal l  season .

 T he M L B decided on  a 60 -gam e 
spr in t  season  for  the team s to p lay 
star t ing late Ju ly. Com ing of f  thei r  
W or ld  Ser ies w in , the N at ionals? 
expectat ions were st i l l  h igh  even  

though  they lost  thei r  star  An thony 
Rendon  to f r ee agency. Even  w i thout 
Rendon , the team  was exci ted  to have 
re-signed W or ld  Ser ies M VP Stephen  
Str asbur g to a br and new 7-year  
con tr act . T hey also signed rel ief  p i tcher  
W i l l  H ar r is f r om  H ouston  and a new 
f i r st  basem an  Er ic T ham es f rom  
M i lwaukee.

 From  the get-go, however, th ings 
star ted  to go wrong for  the N at ionals. 
Just  hour s before the f i r st  gam e ver sus 
the Yankees, Juan  Soto tested  posi t ive 
for  COVID -19 and was unable to p lay 
for  the f i r st  ten  gam es of  the season . 
T he wor st  par t  about th is was that h is 
test  was also later  d iscovered to be a 
f alse posi t ive even  af ter  he had 
quar an t ined. T he N at ionals? of fense 
str uggled  at  th is poin t  w i thout thei r  
young star  as they str uggled  to get to 
.50 0 .

 T h ings on ly  would  get wor se as ace 
p i tcher  Stephen  Str asbur g was deal ing 
w i th  ner ve issues in  h is hand that 
deter m ined he would  need sur ger y and 

be out for  
the year. 

N ow the N at ionals were down  two 
p i tcher s in  thei r  star t ing rotat ion , 
because before i t  even  star ted , Joe Ross, 
along w i th  M r. N at ional  Ryan  
Z im m er m an , both  op ted out of  p lay ing 
th is season .

 As the shor t  season  wen t on , the 
N at ionals were unable to get hot as they 
d id  in  the year  p r ior  and qu ick ly  were 
r unn ing out of  t im e. Young star s Soto 
and Trea Tur ner  both  had career-best 
year s as they led  the team ?s of fensive 
p roduct ion , wh ich  un for tunately  was 
great ly  lack ing f rom  the rest  of  the 
team .   

  T he N at ionals con t inued to p lay 
inconsisten t basebal l  th roughout the 
rest  of  the season , wh ich  even tual ly  
found them selves look ing f rom  the 
outside in to the postseason . M ar t inez 
was d isappoin ted  but thankfu l  for  the 
heal th  of  the team . I n  a Washington Post 
ar t i cle, M ar t inez said , ?For  m e, i t  was a 
d isappoin t ing year  but I ?m  real ly  happy 
no one got sick .?  As for  next season?s 
p lans, M ar t inez said  he needed ?to 
focus on  what was done wel l? and then  
the team  can  ?bu i ld  f r om  there.? 

 T he N at ionals f in ished the season  
26-34, t ied  for  last  p lace in  the N L  East 
and d id  not qual i f y  for  the p layof f s. 
M ax Scher zer , who had an  expected 
great year  as the team ?s top  p i tcher , said  
in  a Washington Post ar t i cle, ?W e w i l l  use 
th is season  as a way to see how we can  
im prove for  next year .? H e then  
f in ished of f  by say ing, ?W e?l l  be back.? 
Scher zer  f in ished h is season  w i th  a 5-4 
record  and 92 str i keouts.

 To look on  the br igh t  side, 
21-year-old  Soto won  the M ajor  L eague 
batt ing t i t le w i th  a .351 batt ing aver age, 
becom ing the youngest p layer  to ever  
w in  th is award . Soto also led  the 
N at ional  L eague in  O PS, O BP, and 
m ul t ip le other  batt ing categor ies. 
Tur ner  also led  al l  of  the M L B w i th  78 
h i ts on  the season .

 I n  a season  that should  have been  
f i l led  w i th  post-W or ld  Ser ies r ing 
cerem on ies and joyous fans at tend ing 
N at ionals Par k ,  i t  instead tur ned to be 
one f i l led  w i th  un fam i l iar i ty. I t?s 
un for tunate that  the N at ionals never  
got to exper ience the typ ical  v ictor y  lap  
that the W or ld  Ser ies cham pions 

AP PHOTO/ALEX BRANDON

"For  m e, i t  w as a 
d i sap p oin t i n g year  bu t  
I ?m  r eal ly  h ap py n o 
on e got  si ck .?  

-D ave M ar t i n ez

N ationals Par k 
si ts em pty as 
the team  and  
bal lpar k staf f  
p repared for  
the f i r st  f an - less 
gam e in  
stad ium  and 
f r anch ise 
h istor y.
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Cap i tal s l eave bu bb le ear ly, f i n d  
th em selves l ook i n g f or  an oth er  coach

D ur ing the W ash ington  Cap i tals? 
m agical  r un  in  20 18 under  head coach  
Bar r y  Trotz, the Caps looked fast  and 
physical . T hey had f inal ly  over  com e 
adver si ty. T hey f inal ly  beat Pi t tsbur gh  
and advanced past the second round. 
T here was a d i f feren t feel  in  the locker  
room , p layer s said  af ter  the season . 
H owever, af ter  thei r  cham pionsh ip  
season , the Cap i tals have had two 
em bar r assing p layof f  ex i ts, both  
com ing in  the f i r st  r ound. T hey looked 
slow and sluggish  dur ing the 
postseason . I n  two p layof f  appear ances 
under  Todd Ri rden , who was p rom oted 
to head coach  af ter  Trotz resigned and 
signed a deal  to coach  the r ival  N ew 
Yor k I slander s, they d idn?t com e to p lay. 

T hey looked l i ke they d idn?t even  wan t 
to be there. Ri rden  was the defensive 
assistan t p r ior : H owever, dur ing h is 
tenure, the defense str uggled  m igh t i ly. 
T he Cap i tals constan t ly  were beat on  
the f ast  breaks, out-hust led . T hey d idn?t 
have the sam e f i r e they d id  under  
Trotz. 

As a resu l t , Ri rden  was rel ieved of  
h is coach ing dut ies th is past of f - season  
and im m ediately  signed to go back to 
Pi t tsbur gh  and take on  an  assistan t 
coach ing role. 

M eanwh i le, the Cap i tals had to 
conduct a coach ing search  to f ind  the 
m an  who would  put the spar k back in to 
the locker  room . T hey had th ree 
p r im ar y cand idates in  Ger ard  Gal lan t , 
Peter  L av iolet te, and M ike Babcock. Al l  
th ree cand idates had good resum es, 

w i th  L av iolet te and Babcock hav ing 
won  a Stan ley Cup w i th  the H ur r icanes 
and Red W ings, respect ively. Gal lan t  
and L av iolet te were the top  two choices, 
wh i le Babcock wasn?t the m an  who 
would  f i t  the m old . O n  Septem ber  15, 
the Cap i tals m ade thei r  decision  and 
h i red  Peter  L av iolet te as the 19th  head 
coach  in  f r anch ise h istor y. 

Br ian  M acL el lan , sen ior  v ice 
p residen t and gener al  m anager  of  the 
Cap i tals, had th is to say about h is new 
coach  f rom  the p ress release, ?I  th ink 
[L av iolet te] checks a lot  of  boxes for  us, 
H e's got a lot  of  exper ience. H e's got a 
t r ack record  of  accom pl ishm en t. H e 
does a good job m ot ivat ing p layer s, 
hold ing p layer s accoun table. I  l i ke the 
str ucture that  h is team s p lay in . Again , 
he has had success. H e's won  a Cup. H e's 

been  in  the Finals. H e does a good job 
of  r e-establ ish ing team s' iden t i t ies. So 
al l  those th ings f actored in to h im  being 
a great cand idate for  the si tuat ion  we're 
in , and I  th ink the team  is a good, good 
m atch  for  h im  also as a coach .? 

Jack M endelow, a jun ior  and hockey 
p layer  for  Q uince O rchard , l i kes the 
coach ing h i re for  the Cap i tals, ?I ?m  
in terested  to see where th is goes. H e 
im p l ies a lot  of  d iscip l ine wh ich  I  feel  
th is young team  needs.?

M acL el lan  real i zes that the team ?s 
core of  O vechk in  and Backstrom  on ly  
has a few year s lef t  in  the w indow to 
w in  another  cham pionsh ip . T h is h i re 
was a great one for  the or gan izat ion  in  
hopes of  keep ing the w indow open  a 
tad  longer  and w inn ing at  least  one 
m ore Stan ley Cup in  the p rocess.

By JAKE ZAI DERM AN
Staff Writer

 

W hen  the reign ing Super  Bowl 
Cham pions, the Kansas Ci ty  Ch ief s, 
f i r st  m et w i th  the H ouston  Texans on  
the f ield  to star t  the 20 20  N FL  season , 
i t  was for  a m om en t of  un i ty  in  
suppor t  of  the Black L ives M atter  
m ovem en t. As the two team s stood 
w i th  thei r  ar m s l inked, they were m et 
w i th  a chor us of  boos f rom  the 17,0 0 0  
m asked fans spread th roughout a 
stad ium  m ean t to hold  76,0 0 0 . T he 
gam e hadn?t even  star ted  and i t  was 

obv ious th is season  is going to be l i ke 
no other . 

Pre-season  gam es were canceled , 
and extensive COVID -19 p recaut ions 
were put in  p lace in  late Ju ly, one of  
the m ost notable being l im i ted  or  no 
f ans p resen t, w i th  f ake crowd noise 
and cardboard  cutouts of  f ans as a 

rep lacem en t.
"N FL  in  20 20  w i l l  not  look l i ke 

other  year s,? N FL  com m issioner  Roger  
Goodel l  stated  in  a let ter  to f ans. 
?T hese ad justm en ts are necessar y to 
reduce the r i sk for  ever yone involved.? 

Som e team s have been  able to 
ad just  to the no- fans env i ronm en t, as 
the Bal t im ore Ravens were able to 
blow out thei r  f i r st  two opponen ts. 
T he newly nam ed W ash ington  
Footbal l  Team  was able to pu l l  of f  a 
com eback f rom  a 17-poin t  def ici t  
against  the Ph i ladelph ia Eagles to star t  
thei r  season  1-0 . 

O ther s str uggled : Tom  Br ady had 
som e issues ad just ing to h is new team ,  
the Tam pa Bay Buccaneer s, and 
m ul t ip le team s have lost  p layer s due 
to num erous in jur ies, w i th  the San  
Fr ancisco 49er s being h i t  the hardest. 

?I t?s hear tbreak ing,? 49er s lef t  
tack le Tren t W i l l iam s said  in  a Niners 
ar t i cle about losing fel low p layer , N ick 

Bosa, to a tor n  ACL .  
H owever, som e coaches don?t seem  

to be as wor r ied . 
?W e were al l  knock ing of f  the r ust ,? 

said  Kansas Ci ty  Ch ief s H ead Coach  
Andy Reid  in  a Washington Post ar t i cle, 
?but I ?m  proud of  the guys.?

Before al l  of  the COVID -19 
p recaut ions were decided, there was 

another  announcem en t: the 
N FL  would  rever se i t?s posi t ion  
and al low kneel ing and other  
for m s of  peacefu l  p rotest  
dur ing gam es in  response to 
the p rotests star ted  by the 

m urder  of Geor ge Floyd. 

?Protests around the coun tr y  
are em blem at ic of  the cen tur ies 
of  si lence, inequal i ty  and 

oppression  of  black p layer s, 
coaches, f ans, and staf f ,? 
Goodel l  said  in  a social  m ed ia 
post. ?W e, the N at ional  Footbal l  
L eague, bel ieve black l ives 
m atter .? H owever, desp i te 
p rotests and the occasional  
foggy f ace sh ield ,  once the 

gam e star ts, footbal l  i s 
st i l l  footbal l .  WQOW.COM

20 20  N FL  season  star t : p r otests an d   
i n ju r i es abou n d  
By  JULI A DI ET RICH  
Staff Writer

T he batt le of  the bel tway : the 2-1 
Bal t im ore Ravens tr aveled  the 38 
m i les to L andover, M ar y land to defeat 
the 1-2 W ash ington  Footbal l  Team  
31-17. 

Both  team s cam e in to th is gam e 
hop ing to shake of f  a loss and both  
team s had p layer s look ing to m ake a 
com eback.

For  the Ravens, that  p layer  was 
t igh t  end, M ar k Andrews, who 
dropped a few passes against  the 
Kansas Ci ty  Ch ief s dur ing M onday 
N igh t Footbal l , but  was able to get in to 
the end zone tw ice against  
W ash ington .  

?L ast week th ings d idn?t go qu i te 
m y way,? Andrews said  in  a p ress 
con ference. ?I t  fel t  great to get two 
touchdowns, you know, catch  the bal l  
a l i t t le bi t .? 

For  W ash ington , that  p layer  was 
Q uar ter back D wayne H ask ins, who 
had four  tur nover s, includ ing th ree 
in tercep t ions, against  the Cleveland 
Browns. H ask ins, however, had no 
tur nover s at t r ibuted  to h im  in  th is 
gam e.

?I  though t he th rew som e real ly  
good bal ls,? said  W ash ington?s head 
coach  Ron  River a in  a post-gam e press 
con ference. ?H e m ade som e real ly  
good decisions.?  

Un l ike H ask ins, Ravens Q B L am ar  
Jackson  th rew h is f i r st  in tercep t ion  of  

the season  that led  to a f ield  goal  by 
W ash ington . H owever, Jackson  m ade 
up  for  i t  w i th  a 50 -yard  r un  that 
f in ished in  the end zone.  

Another  key per for m ance cam e 
f rom  Ravens pun ter , Sam  Koch , who 
af ter  a f ake pun t on  4th  down  becam e 
the  on ly  p layer   in  N FL  h istor y  w i th  a 
m in im um   of  7 passes and 10 0 % 
com plet ion .  

?W e had som e huge, ver y 
im por tan t conver sions,? said  Ravens 
head coach  John  H ar baugh  in  a p ress 
con ference. ?W e d idn?t have gigan t ic 
p lays, but we cer tain ly  had conver sion  
p lays.?

Al l  of  the big p lays and sm al l  
v ictor ies cam e together  to give the 
Ravens four  touchdowns and a f ield  

goal  that  u l t im ately  t r ium phed over  
W ash ington?s two touchdowns and 
one f ield  goal? leav ing the Bal t im ore 
Ravens 3-1 and the W ash ington  
Footbal l  Team  1-3 af ter  4 weeks of  th is 
unusual  season . 

Bal t im or e Raven s def eat  W ash in gton  
Footbal l  Team  31-17

T he Ravens defense and Washington 
Football Team offense line up for a 
snap.

By JULI A DI ET RICH
Staff Writer 

EBONYBIRD.COM



O C T O B E R  0 9 , 2 0 2 0SPO RT S T H E  P R OW L E R12

A t h l et e of  t h e M on t h
Pr of i l es of  Fou r  Q O

Col l ege A th let i cs Com m i tm en ts 
BY KENDALL LUM SDEN

Senior Staff Writer

Ryan  Bar n es 

Af ter  real i zing that footbal l  was the spor t  for  h im , sen ior  Ryan  Bar nes stopped 

at  noth ing wor k ing to h is u l t im ate poten t ial , com m i t t ing to Un iver si ty  of  N otre 
D am e. H is hard  wor k paid  of f  when  he becam e one of  the top  50  p rospects in  
the coun tr y  for  h is posi t ion  and received an  astound ing 33 fu l l  D iv ision  I  
scholar sh ips dur ing h is jun ior  year . ?N otre D am e has always been  a school  that  I  
loved and hoped to p lay for  one day, and once they of fered  m e a scholar sh ip , I  
knew i t  would  be one of  m y top  choices m oving for ward  in  m y p rocess,? Bar nes 
said . ?Af ter  m on ths of  talk ing w i th  coaches f rom  al l  over  the coun tr y  and 
lear n ing m ore about thei r  schools, I  r eal i zed the best p lace for  m e to develop  as a 

per son  and p layer  was N otre D am e.? 

Em m a Ch r i sten sen

Sen ior  Em m a Chr istensen  of  gi r ls lacrosse knew Vi r gin ia Tech  was the r igh t  
school  for  her  as soon  as she stepped on  cam pus th ree year s ago. ?I  loved the 
whole atm osphere. I  love the coaches, and p layer s, and l i ter al ly  ever y th ing about 
the whole atm osphere,? she said . H er  other  of fer s included Stony Brook 
Un iver si ty, Towson  Un iver si ty, Bucknel l  Un iver si ty, and Un iver si ty  of  O regon . 
She acknowledges her  team m ates and fam i ly  for  m ak ing her  jour ney the best 
she cou ld  have w ished for .

Car l i  Su l l en ger

FO O T BA L L  
D an te T h om p son

Sen ior  D an te T hom pson  descr ibes h is jour ney to com m i t t ing to Rober t  
M or r is Un iver si ty  as ?a long road? w i th  lots of  ?hard  wor k and ded icat ion ,? 
star t ing at  the age of  f ive when  he began  p lay ing footbal l . H e had other  

of fer s f r om  M or gan  State Un iver si ty, Sain t  Fr ancis Un iver si ty, and L ake Er ie 
Col lege. T hom pson  said  he chose Rober t  M or r is because i t  i s a ?great 
academ ic school   and the coaches checked up  on  m e ever y day and m ade 
m e feel  l i ke I  was wan ted.?   

GI RL S L ACRO SSE GI RL S SO CCER  

Jun ior  Car l i  Su l lenger  had always dream ed of  p lay ing D 1 soccer  in  col lege. 
Know ing that she wan ted to go to a m i l i tar y  school , she wrote to W est Poin t , 
who then  star ted  at tend ing her  gam es. ?A year  later  (the sum m er  before 
sophom ore year ), the coach  of fered  m e a spot in  per son  and that?s when  I   
ver bal ly  com m i t ted ,? she said .
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