
I n  the p rev ious issue, we com pared 
Q O ?s AP exam  scores to the state and 
global  levels. But what do these 
f ind ings real ly  m ean  for  Q O ?

Just last  year , 2,622 AP tests were 
taken  by Q O  studen ts, w i th  61% (or  
rough ly  1,599 studen ts) ear n ing a 
passing score of  a 3 or  h igher. N ow for  
any school , a passing score of  over  50 % 
should  seem  good, but when  you look 
deeper  in to the breakdown  of  these 
scores we can  not ice som e problem s. 

Star t ing w i th  the h ighest en rol led  
AP class we have at  Q O , AP L anguage 
&  Com posi t ion  (casual ly  known  as ?AP 
L ang?). T h is class had 320  studen ts, 
m ost ly  jun ior s and som e sen ior s,  take 
the AP test  last  year ,  the equ ivalen t of  
m ore than  hal f  of  the en t i r e jun ior  
class. H owever, the aver age AP score 
for  th is class last  sp r ing was a 2.73. 
M ak ing the aver age not on ly  below a 
passing gr ade but also 0 .42% lower  
than  the state's aver age and 0 .23% 
lower  than  the global  aver age. So why 
does Q O  al low so m any k ids to take 

th is cour se? 
To take AP L ang or  any AP Engl ish  

cour se at  Q O , al l  you need is a teacher  
recom m endat ion . H owever, even  i f  a 
studen t can 't  get  that , a sim p le note 
f r om  a paren t say ing they wan t thei r  
ch i ld  in  an  AP Engl ish  class is enough  
to sw i tch . T h is relat ively  easy 
p rerequ isi te ?  al low ing alm ost anyone 
to en rol l  in  an  AP class ?  is ref lected  
in  the relat ively  low exam  scores. 

?T here aren 't  enough  op t ions for  
studen ts. T hei r  on ly  choice is H onor s 
or  AP [Engl ish]. I f  we had th ree levels, 
i t  would  of fer  m ore oppor tun i t ies for  
studen ts to par t i cipate at  a class that 's 
appropr iate for  thei r  lear n ing,? said  AP 
Engl ish  L anguage teacher  Andrea L o, 
af ter  seeing the breakdown  of  the AP 
L ang scores. 

Af ter  reach ing out to El icia 
Eber har t-Bl i ss, the head of  the Engl ish  
depar tm en t, for  a f ur ther  exp lanat ion  
of  why the AP Engl ish  classes are set  
up  th is way, she exp lained that: ?T he 
Q O  Engl ish  D epar tm en t 's m ission  is to 
develop  our  studen ts in to independen t 
lear ner s who can  com m un icate 
ef fect ively, exam ine cr i t i cal ly, exp lore 
open ly, and engage em pathet ical ly,? 
and how they do th is i s by ?strongly  
encour aging studen ts to en rol l  in  AP 

Engl ish  classes thei r  jun ior  and sen ior  
year s regard less of  thei r  p rev ious 

gr ades in  other  Engl ish  classes.? 
Q O ?s pol icy al low ing studen ts to 

take AP Engl ish  as long as there is a 
teacher  recom m endat ion  seem s to  
d i rect ly  cor relate to the scores, and 
that im pact can  be seen  when  
com par ing Q O  to other  schools. 

L ook ing at  W inston  Church i l l  
H igh  School , we can  see that they had 
343 k ids take the AP L ang exam , 
wh ich , al though  h igher  than  Q O ?s 
am oun t, can  be at tested  to thei r  lar ger  
populat ion  of  studen ts at tend ing the 
school . N onetheless, i f  you look at  
thei r  breakdown  of  the AP L ang scores 
f rom  last  year , on ly  19% of  studen ts 
scored a 2 or  lower, m ak ing thei r  
num ber  of  studen ts passing 81%, wh i le 
Q O  was on ly  at  a 56% passing r ate. 

W i th  alm ost a 30 -poin t  d i f ference 
in  passing percen tages, an  anonym ous 
sen ior  studen t at  Church i l l  said , ?O ur  
school  def in i tely  weighs the studen ts? 
capabi l i t ies when  seeing i f  they are 

p repared to take an  AP cour se, and i f  
they aren 't , i t 's hard  to sw i tch  in to one.? 
Church i l l 's pol i cy  resu l ts in  h igher  
scores but i s m ore restr i ct ive in  ter m s 
of  who can  take an  AP class. 

Trends l i ke th is can  be seen  in  a 
num ber  of  AP classes at  Q O : the r ate 
of  en rol lm en t i s ver y h igh , 
p rerequ isi tes are low, and test  scores 
are aver age or  som ewhat below 
aver age com pared to both  global  and 
state aver ages. 

Yet we can  see the exact opposi te 
in  Q O ?s AP classes w i th  sm al ler  
en rol lm en t r ates and m ore 
p rerequ isi tes requ i red , l i ke AP AB and 
BC Calcu lus. T hese classes r ange f rom  
50 -70  studen ts, and those who take the 
class m ust m ain tain  a cer tain  GPA, take 
p rerequ isi te classes, and, i f  they are 
not recom m ended but wan t to be in  
the class, have an  appeal  m eet ing. 
W i th  a m uch  h igher  bar  to take a class 
l i ke AP AB Calcu lus, the passing r ate of  
Q O  studen ts who take the exam  is 
closer  to 99%. 

Trends l i ke th is don 't  just  take 
p lace in  the Engl ish  and m ath  
depar tm en t. T he head of  the science 
depar tm en t, Jenn i fer  Yeck, d id  not 

com m en t  in  t im e for  the publ icat ion  
dead l ine.
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Af ter  m uch  d ispute and cr i t i cism , 
Am y Coney Bar ret t  was con f i r m ed to 
the Suprem e Cour t  on  O ctober  6, 
f i l l i ng the vacancy that was lef t  
fo l low ing the passing of  Just ice Ruth  
Bader  Ginsbur g. W i th  a near ly  
com plete par t i san  l ine vote of  52-48, 
Republ ican  Senator  Susan  Col l ins of  
M aine was the on ly  senator  to cross 
par ty  l ines and vote against  the 
con f i r m at ion . 

Bar ret t  i s a for m er  Professor  of  
L aw at N otre D am e L aw School  and 
was nom inated by Presiden t Tr um p in  
20 17 to ser ve on  the Seven th  Ci r cu i t  
Cour t , where she has p resided up  un t i l  
her  nom inat ion  to the Suprem e Cour t  
in  Septem ber  of  20 20 . Bar ret t?s 
nom inat ion  was f i l led  w i th  
con trover sy f rom  the beginn ing, 
especial ly  since the m ost ly  m ask less 
even t at  the W h i te H ouse for  her  
nom inat ion  was a l i kely  coronavi r us 
super spreader  even t in  wh ich  the 
Presiden t, for m er  N ew Jer sey 
Gover nor  Ch r is Ch r ist ie, Senator  M ike 
L ee, and m any other  notable f igures 
caugh t COVID -19.

D em ocr ats t r ied  to p reven t the 
nom inat ion , w i th  thei r  m ain  concer n  
being that whoever  won  the 20 20  
p residen t ial   elect ion  should  p ick the 
just ice to f i l l  Ginsbur g?s seat. H owever, 

Senate Republ icans ar gued that as long 
as Presiden t Tr um p is in  of f i ce, he has 
the const i tu t ional  author i ty  to 
nom inate a new just ice to the cour t , no 
m atter  how close to an  elect ion  they 
are. Especial ly  consider ing how the 
Republ icans shut down  Presiden t 
O bam a's nom inat ion  of  M er r ick 
Gar land in  M arch  of  20 16, D em ocr ats 
were adam an t to do the sam e, using 
Republ icans' words against  them . 
Senator  L indsey Gr aham  of  South  
Carol ina said  dur ing the nom inat ion  
p rocess of  M er r ick Gar land: ?I  wan t 
you to use m y words against  m e. I f  
there?s a Republ ican  p residen t in  20 16 
and a vacancy occur s in  the last  year  of  
the f i r st  ter m , you can  say L indsey 
Gr aham  said  let?s let  the next 
p residen t, whoever  i t  m igh t be, m ake 
that nom inat ion ."

Just ice Bar ret t  sel f - iden t i f ies m uch  
w i th  for m er  conser vat ive- lean ing 
Suprem e Cour t  just ice and 
const i tu t ional  or iginal i st  An ton in  
Scal ia, for  whom  she cler ked in  the 
past. Because of  th is, m any D em ocr ats 
fear  that  f r om  her  nom inat ion  legal  
p receden ts such  as the Af fordable Care 
Act, Roe vs. W ade, and even  the feder al  
legal i ty  of  gay m ar r iage m ay be under  
th reat. For m er ly, w i th  Just ice 
Ginsbur g, the cour t  consisted  of  f ive 
just ices nom inated by Republ icans and 
four  nom inated by D em ocr ats. N ow, 
w i th  the con f i r m at ion  of  Bar ret t , the 
cour t  stands w i th  just  th ree just ices 

nom inated by D em ocr at ic p residen ts 
and the other  six by Republ icans.

Another  poin t  of  con ten t ion  has 
been  Bar ret t?s rel igious v iews. 
Al though  Presiden t-Elect  Biden , a 
Cathol ic h im sel f , has stated  that her  
Cathol ic f ai th  ?should  not be 
considered dur ing the con f i r m at ion  
p rocess,? the rel igious group  that 
Bar ret t  belongs to, Peop le of  Pr aise, 
bel ieves m en  are the head of  a 
household  and rejects gay m en  and 
wom en . Back in  20 17, when  the Senate 
was quest ion ing Bar ret t  for  her  spot on  
the Seven th  Ci r cu i t  Cour t , Senator  
D ianne Feinstein  (D ) stated  when  

quest ion ing Bar ret t 's f ai th , ?T he 
dogm a l ives loud ly  w i th in  you.?

W h i le m any have hypothesized  
about how Bar ret t  w i l l  r u le and what 
in f luence she w i l l  have on  the cour t , i t  
i s d i f f i cu l t  to d r aw m any def in i te 
conclusions on  her  jud icial  posi t ions, 
as she ser ved less than  th ree year s on  
the Seven th  Ci r cu i t  Cour t  before being 
nom inated to the Suprem e Cour t . 
Bar ret t  being Presiden t Tr um p's th i r d  
p ick for  the Suprem e Cour t  also 
d isp lays m aybe one of  the m ost 
power fu l  and last ing act ions a 
p residen t can  take nom inate a 
Suprem e Cour t  just ice that  w i l l  ser ve 

on  the bench  for  year s to 
com e. W i th  the quest ion  of  
cour t  pack ing up  in  the ai r  
for  the Biden  
adm in istr at ion , Presiden t 
Elect  Biden  has said  that  he 
w ishes to put together  ?a 
nat ional  com m ission  of  
bipar t i san  com m ission  
scholar s,? who w i l l  af ter  180  
days com e back to h im  
w i th  recom m endat ions on  
how to refor m  the cour t  
system . Yet, i t  i s st i l l  great ly  
unclear  as to whether  the 
Presiden t-elect  w i l l  add 
seats to the cour t  in  order  
to restore i ts ideological  
balance, wh ich  hasn 't  been  
done since 1869.
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Elect ion  D ay in  20 20  has tur ned 
in to m ore of  an  elect ion  week, as the 
r ace was cal led  in  a m atter  of  f ive 
days, instead of  the typ ical  singu lar  
n igh t. T he path  lead ing to the resu l ts 
has been  f i l led  w i th  con trover sy, 
anx iety, and faces constan t ly  glued to 
the T V. Al though , the Am er ican  publ ic 
knows one th ing for  sure. A w inner  
has been  declared for  th is elect ion . 
H ow d id  we get here?

November 3 -  
T he n igh t ever yone had been  

look ing for ward  to. O r  d read ing. O r  
com pletely  ignor ing. Elect ion  N igh t 
20 20 .

 Presiden t Tr um p and for m er  Vice 
Presiden t Joe Biden  both  star ted  of f  
strong, each  cap tur ing thei r  p rojected  
?safety? states before the n igh t ended. 
O k lahom a, Alabam a, M ississipp i , and 
other  h istor ical ly  red  states were 
qu ick ly  claim ed by Presiden t Tr um p, 
wh i le Vice Presiden t Biden  gar nered 
elector al  votes f rom  Cal i for n ia, 
M ar y land, D elaware, and m ore. 
D em ocr ats fel t  a twang of  
d isappoin tm en t as poten t ial  sw ing 
states Flor ida and Texas were both  
cal led  for  Presiden t Tr um p that sam e 
n igh t. 

Elect ion  D ay ended w i th  speeches 
f rom  both  Vice Presiden t Joe Biden  
and Presiden t D onald  Tr um p. 

Biden  told  h is suppor ter s and the 
Am er ican  peop le to ?keep the f ai th?; 
m eanwh i le, T r um p claim ed he 
?f r ank ly  d id  w in? the elect ion  and 
ar gued to stop  the coun t ing of  votes in  
states where they hadn?t f in ished 
coun t ing yet, l i ke Pennsy lvan ia and 
M ich igan . 

November 4 -
T he states st i l l  lef t  to be cal led  

were W isconsin , M ich igan , N or th  
Carol ina, Geor gia, Pennsy lvan ia, 
Ar izona, N evada, and Alaska. 
W isconsin  was the f i r st  of  the 
aforem en t ioned states to be cal led , 
w i th  i ts elector al  votes head ing to 
Biden . M ich igan  soon  fol lowed 
sw i f t ly, also going to Biden . Presiden t 
Tr um p took to Tw i t ter  in  a f ur y, 
claim ing w i thout stat ing ev idence that 
the m ai l  in  bal lots coun ted af ter  
elect ion  day were i l legal  and that he 
would  be tak ing legal  act ion  against  
these states. T he leads for  Presiden t 
Tr um p in  the rest  of  the states star ted  
to decl ine due to new m ai l - in  bal lots 
being coun ted, and the m ajor i ty  of  
those m ai l - in  bal lots were votes for  
Biden . 

November 5 -  
Biden  gained leads in  Ar izona and 

N evada, wh i le st i l l  t r ai l ing beh ind  in  
Pennsy lvan ia, Geor gia, N or th  
Carol ina, and Alaska. At that  t im e, 
Biden  cou ld  have won  just  Ar izona 

and N evada, and obtained the 270  
elector al  votes needed to be elected  
Presiden t. N one of  those states had 
been  cal led  yet  by the end of  the day, 
but Biden  star ted  closing h is lead on  
Presiden t Tr um p in  the states where 
he was lead ing. 

November 6 -  
Biden  gained the lead in  

Geor gia and Pennsy lvan ia, two ver y 
im por tan t states for  Presiden t Tr um p. 
T he r ace was star t ing to sh i f t  towards 
Biden?s favor  m ore than  ever  at  th is 
poin t , w i th  Presiden t Tr um p 
prom ising to take the elect ion  resu l ts 
to the Suprem e Cour t . H owever, 
Biden?s lead in  Ar izona star ted  to 
sh r ink . 

I n terest ingly, popular  pol i t i cal  
websi te D ecision  D esk H Q  already 
cal led  the en t i r e elect ion  for  Joe 
Biden , stat ing that he had won  the 
elect ion  w i th  273 elector al  votes, w i th  
the decid ing state being Pennsy lvan ia. 

November 7 -  
O n Saturday, N ovem ber  7, 

for m er  Vice Presiden t Joe Biden  was 
announced to be the elected  46th  
Presiden t of  the Un i ted  States, w i th  
CN N , Fox N ews, T he Associated  Press, 
ABC N ews, and al l  other  m ajor  m ed ia 
out lets cor robor at ing the claim  that 

Biden  had won  Pennsy lvan ia, and thus 
had won  the elect ion . T he Associated  
Press claim ed Biden  won  the elect ion  
w i th  290  elector al  votes, w i th  the 
decid ing states being Pennsy lvan ia, 
N evada, and Ar izona, though  Ar izona 
was st i l l  being d isputed. N or th  
Carol ina and Geor gia had not been  
cal led  yet , but  D onald  Tr um p led  in  
N or th  Carol ina and Joe Biden  in  
Geor gia. 

Biden  lead in  the popular  vote by 
over  5 m i l l ion  votes nat ionw ide, a 
w ider  m ar gin  than  any other  elected  
p residen t in  US h istor y. 

Presiden t Tr um p d id  not concede 
to Biden  the day the r ace was cal led , 
however  i t  i s nor m al ly  the p receden t 
for  cand idates who lose the r ace to 
concede the elect ion  w i th in  a day of  
the r ace being cal led . Biden  and Vice 
Presiden t-elect  Kam ala H ar r is both  
spoke at  an  even t in  W i lm ington , 
D elaware, where they p rom ised un i ty  
and sol idar i ty  as the foref ron t of  thei r  
m ission  dur ing thei r  upcom ing 
p residen t ial  ter m . T he n igh t ended 
w i th  a f i r ewor ks show, and the 
Coldp lay song ?A Sky Fu l l  of  Star s? 
blast ing in  honor  of  Joe Biden?s late 
son , Beau Biden , who said  that  was h is 
f avor i te song. 
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20 20  Elect i on  B r eakdow n
By M I A RESNICOW and                  
JAY M OT I WALA                                           
Senior Staff Writers

M any Am er icans are celebr at ing 
the v ictor y  of  the Biden -H ar r is 
cam paign  and i t  m ay seem  l i ke the 
elect ion  is just  about over . Techn ical ly, 
i t?s not. 

Biden  is the Presiden t-elect , but  
Presiden t D onald  Tr um p refuses to 
concede, so what does th is m ean  for  
the p residency? T he r ace to 270  isn?t 
techn ical ly  over  because of  pend ing 
lawsui ts in  m ul t ip le states f i led  by the 
Tr um p adm in istr at ion  on   m ost ly  
baseless claim s of  voter  f r aud. W i th  a 
r igh t- lean ing Suprem e Cour t , T r um p 
is m ore l i kely  to have h is dem ands 
m et, but  w i th  the over whelm ing 
num ber  of  states going blue th is 
elect ion , D em ocr ats and Republ icans 
for  Biden  aren?t too concer ned, w i th  
m any of  the lawsui ts hav ing al ready 
been  th rown  out by state- level  cour ts. 
And al though  som e states have bal lots 
lef t  to coun t desp i te being cal led , i t  i s 
im por tan t that  each  and ever y bal lot  
be coun ted to ensure a f ai r  elect ion . 

N ever theless, Tr um p con t inues to 
spread m isin for m at ion  sur round ing 
voter  f r aud, m ain ly  on  Tw i t ter , that  
have spar ked p rotests in  f r on t  of  m any 
pol l ing p laces, includ ing Ph i ladelph ia, 
where Tr um p suppor ter s are 
spread ing h is baseless accusat ions and 
m ore consp i r acies. 

Cur ren t ly, Biden  is push ing 
for ward  h is agenda and ensur ing the 
Am er ican  peop le that  he w i l l  be 

inaugur ated  on  W ednesday, Januar y 
20 . Biden  is al ready hard  at  wor k 
creat ing h is new adm in istr at ion , 
though  he cannot do any p residen t ial  
wor k yet . H e has nam ed m em ber s of  
h is coronavi r us task force, w i th  for m er  
Sur geon  Gener al  V ivek M ur thy as the 

chai r m an . M eanwh i le, T r um p?s act ions 
suggest he st i l l  has not com m i t ted  to a 
peacefu l  t r ansi t ion  of  power  by t r y ing 
to stop  the Biden  cam paign  in  i ts 
t r acks. D oing th ings l i ke block ing other  
wor ld  leader s f r om  con tact ing Biden  
and rep lacing Pen tagon  of f i cials w i th  
Tr um p loyal ists, accord ing to CN N .

W h i le D onald  Tr um p techn ical ly  
has the r igh t  to pur sue legal  act ion  
against  Joe Biden  and the elect ion  

resu l ts, i t  i s un l i kely  that  h is act ions 
w i l l  change the cour se of  th is elect ion . 
Tr um p w i l l  be the f i r st  p residen t to 
have ser ved one ter m  since Geor ge H . 
W . Bush  in  1992, when  he lost  to Bi l l  
Cl in ton . 

H as th er e r eal l y  been  f r au d? D esp i te 
what Presiden t Tr um p has been  
tweet ing, there has been  no ev idence of  
w idespread f r aud. I n  som e states, there 
have been  isolated  inciden ts that  were 
im m ediately  resolved. For  exam ple, in  
M ich igan , there was a techn ical  er ror  
wh ich  led  to dup l icate resu l ts when  
bal lots were scanned, but the er ror  was 
f i xed  im m ediately. For  add i t ional  
t r ansparency, the en t i r e coun t ing 
p rocess was l ive stream ed 24/ 7 and 
elect ion  of f i cials held  regu lar  br ief ings 
to update the publ ic. 

W hy i s th e n u m ber  270  so 
im p or tan t  to w in ? Ever y state has a 
set  num ber  of  elector al  votes based on  
populat ion . For  m ost states (excep t 
M aine and N ebr aska), i f  the m ajor i ty  
of  that  state?s voter  populat ion  votes 

for  Cand idate A, then  Cand idate A 
w i l l  r eceive that am oun t of  elector al  
votes. T hen , in  D ecem ber, the 
elector al  col lege w i l l  m eet and vote on  
the p residency based on  thei r  state?s 
nom inee.

W h at l egal  act i on  i s th e T r u m p  adm in i st r at i on  tak i n g r i gh t  n ow ? T r um p 
has f i led  m any lawsui ts against  the states, but  on ly  a handfu l  of  them  have led  to 
sign i f i can t change. I n  Pennsy lvan ia, Tr um p gained v ictor ies as cour t  r u l ings 
al lowed for  elect ion  obser ver s to stand closer  to elect ion  of f i cials, ignor ing 
COVID  gu idel ines wh ich  the pol l ing p lace was tr y ing to fol low, and the local  
of f i cials were requ i red  to segregate som e m ai l - in  bal lots. H owever, T r um p?s 
request to stop  the coun t ing of  the m ai l - in  bal lots was den ied  in  Pennsy lvan ia. 
I n  M ich igan , the Tr um p adm in istr at ion  f i led  two su i ts over  lack of  t r ansparency 
in  the vot ing p rocess, al though  judges there have not agreed w i th  Tr um p. Two 
fai l ing lawsui ts in  N evada claim ed that there were too m any i r r egu lar i t ies in  the 
vot ing p rocess wh i le coun t ing the votes, and to stop  the p rocessing of  m ai l - in  
votes in  Clar k Coun ty. I n  Geor gia, a judge d ism issed a case in  wh ich  the Tr um p 
adm in istr at ion  ar gued that bal lots received af ter  7 pm  on  Elect ion  N igh t (not 
m ai l - in  bal lots), were m ixed w i th  legi t im ate votes that were acqui red  before the 
pol ls closed. Final ly  in  Ar izona, a case was unsuccessfu l  in  any change where i t  
was f alsely  al leged that som e bal lots were i l legi t im ate due to them  being f i l led  
out in  Shar p ie, and not pens. T he Tr um p adm in istr at ion  dropped that case, 
however  they f i led  a separ ate su i t  in  Ar izona al leging that som e bal lots were 
incor rect ly  rejected .

PHOTO COURTESY OF 270TOWIN.COM



Q O  studen ts, paren ts, and facu l ty  
f locked to the bu i ld ing for  the last  
t im e al l  together  that  school  year . O n  
M arch  14, clubs and spor ts team s 
wor ked together  to del iver  m ulch  to 
m em ber s of  the Q O  com m un i ty  as 
par t  of  the Booster  Club?s annual  
M ulch  Sale f undr aiser . 

H owever, w i th  the M ulch  Sale 
occur r ing on  the last  day school  was 
open  due to COVID -19, i t  ?was a l i t t le 
bi t  of  a feat  gett ing com pleted ,? said  
Jen  Feinstein , Cor respond ing 
Secretar y and M em ber sh ip  Chai r  of  
the Booster  Club. ?W e?ve been  k ind  of  
t ied  up  since then .? Booster  Club has 
not been  able to do thei r  nor m al  
act iv i t ies, but  they are rem ain ing 
act ive by m oving thei r  m eet ings to 
zoom  and wor k ing to keep  clubs 
f unded.

T he Booster  Club is a paren t 
or gan izat ion  in  p lace ?to help  suppor t  
extr acur r icu lar  clubs, p rogr am s, and 
ath let i cs?  th rough  gr an t requests,? 
accord ing to Feinstein . T hey r aise 
m oney th rough  m em ber sh ip , 
sponsor sh ip , and concessions to help  
f und extr acur r icu lar  act iv i t ies. 
H owever, w i th  school  being on l ine 
and no spor ts being p layed cur ren t ly, 
how are they r aising th is m oney? 
Com m un i ty  n igh ts. T he Booster  Club 

has recen t ly  been  wor k ing w i th  local  
r estaur an ts to r aise m oney ; studen ts 
and fam i l ies can  order  take out as par t  
of  these fundr aiser s due to COVID  
restr i ct ions. So far  th is f al l , they have 
held  one at  Paner a, and another  at  
Cal i for n ia Pizza Ki tchen . Keep a 
lookout for  m ore com m un i ty  n igh ts 
in  the upcom ing m on ths.

A com m on  m isconcept ion  about 
Booster  Club is that  al l  the m oney 
goes to footbal l . T h is i s f alse. Booster  
Club does give m oney to Q O  ath let ics 
as a whole, given  they f i l l  ou t  a gr an t 
request, but  the footbal l  team  has i ts 
own  booster  or gan izat ion . T he fact  of  
the m atter  i s that  Booster  Club has 
m oney to suppor t  al l  extr acur r icu lar s 
at  Q O . I n  the 20 19/ 20 20  school  year , 
the Booster  Club con tr ibuted  over  
$40 ,0 0 0  to var ious clubs, even ts, and 
act iv i t ies ?  such  as the new weigh t 
room , the new scoreboard  for  the Q O  
gym , JUN T O S, the Robot ics team , 
L ast M inute D ance/ Asian  
Cul ture/ I n ter nat ional  Clubs, and Q O ?s 
new wel lness room s. Even  T he 
Prowler  r eceives f unds f rom  Booster  
Club ever y year  to p r in t  i ts annual  
Sen ior  I ssue.

T he Booster  Club decided not to 
spend m uch  m oney last  sp r ing 
because they wan ted to be ready for  
when  studen ts retur n  and focus on  
m em ber sh ip  for  the t im e being. ?W e 
are t r y ing to be creat ive?  and keep 
ever yone [at  Q O ] m ot ivated ,? said  

Feinstein .
I f  your  club, ath let i c team , or  

other  extr acur r icu lar  p rogr am  at Q O  
needs fund ing f rom  the Booster  Club, 
al l  you have to do is f i l l  ou t  a gr an t 
request for m . T he for m  can  be found 
on  thei r  websi te, under  the ?About Us? 
and ?For m s? tabs, at  qohsbooster s.com .

N EW S T H E  P R OW L E R3

T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !

L I FET I M E PAT RO N S

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie?s Backyard  BBQ
A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown  

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D ?Cr uz Fam i ly
Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son

Ju l ie D in tam in
T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , &  L auren  
D eVi to

D iane &  D ave Faulkner
T he Fawley Fam i ly  

T he Feingold  Fam i ly  
T he Fier stein  Fam i ly  

Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein  

Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an  
D onna &  Chr is Fur nas 

Br yn  Gaer tner  
Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, L L C 

N anette &  D avid  Gi l les 
T he Golan  Fam i ly

T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly
Robin  H ieder

T he H or an  Fam i ly
T he H um phreys Fam i ly

T he H wang Fam i ly
Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson
T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly

Susan  Katz
Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner
T he Kennedy Fam i ly

T he Kim  Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal
T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian

T he L ake Fam i ly
L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom

T he L oeb Fam i ly
Karen  L oggia

T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel
T he M i l ls Fam i ly

T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly
T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly
Br ian  M onk Jan ice M onk 
M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk 
Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala 

M T UT RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion  
I n  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees 

El isa N iem tzow 
T he N y land Fam i ly  

Alex O kun  
T he Par ker  Fam i ly  

N ina Paul  
I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins 

D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke 
Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa

T he Pr ice Fam i ly  
T he Purdy Fam i ly  

Anne &  Bob Q uinn  
L aur a Rister  

Jam ie Rosen thal  

T he Rudn ic Fam i ly  
T he Schneibolk Fam i ly  

M indy Stoler  
T he Str im p le Fam i ly  

Patr icia Shaf fer  
N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

20 20 -21 
PAT RO N S

W ant to see 
your  nam e here?

Becom e a patron  of  T he 
Prowler by f i l l i ng out the 
for m  below. T hank you 
for  suppor t ing studen t 

jour nal ism !

BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER!

Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  c/ o T he Prowler , or  d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am es(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper
- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)

N O V E M B E R  2 0 , 2 0 2 0

W h o does th e m on ey boost?
Booster Club remains a durable source of income for QO clubs and athletics

By SARA KLEM OW                     
Editor- in-Chief

T he Execut ive Com m i t tee of  Q O H S Booster  Club

QOHSBOOSTERS.COM

I n  th e 20 19-20  sch ool  year , th e Q O  Booster  
Clu b con tr i bu ted  over  $40 ,0 0 0  to var i ou s 
clu bs, even ts, an d  act i v i t i es.

NEEDPIX



COVI D -19 l ockdow n s cau se obesi ty  r ates 
to i n cr ease

She ar r ives ear ly, w i th  extr a 
penci ls and colored tabs to 
or gan ize her  notes. I t?s the f i r st  
day, and studen ts begin  dr agging 
in  af ter  her  one by one. I ?m  
early, she though t, exci ted  about 
her  abnor m al punctual i ty. As the 
k ids con t inue to en ter  the AP 
Un i ted  States H istor y  classroom , 
she begins to l i f t  her  head and 
not ice som eth ing. T here are 
on ly  two desks rem ain ing and 
one m inute un t i l  class star ts, and 
she not ices on ly  one black 
studen t in  the room  w i th  her . 
Sur vey ing the room  she f inds 
other  peop le of  color , but  she 
and th is other  studen t are the 
on ly  two black peop le. She is the 
on ly  black wom an  ?  so she 
f inds. T he bel l  r ings and class 
begins. 

T he cycle repeats i tsel f  for  
ever y honor s and AP class she 
at tends that day, and for  that  
year , and the year s to com e. She 
is hopefu l  though , for  t r youts. 
Again , ear ly ; she watches 
str aggler s com e in  to f ind  that 
she is one of  two black gi r ls 
t r y ing out. And the on ly  one to 
m ake the team . By her  jun ior  
year , one m ore black gi r l  m akes 
the team  and rem ains un t i l  she 

gr aduates. 
T h is anecdote m ay not be 

at t r ibuted  to any d ist inct  
ind iv idual  at  Q uince O rchard , 
but r ather  i t  i s the stor y  of  so 
m any black studen ts who have 
been  forced in to the awaken ing 

of  the de f acto segregat ion  ?  
segregat ion  not m andated in  the 
laws, but st i l l  al ive in  p r act ice ?  

p revalen t in  academ ia and, in  
par t i cu lar , ath let i cs at  Q O . At 
least , accord ing to a 20 20  Q O  
gr aduate who has requested to 
rem ain  anonym ous. 

?You don?t see as m any 
peop le of  color  in  h igher- level  
classes,? she said , ?and i f  there 
are, peop le aren?t always as 
w i l l ing to reach  out and welcom e 
them  in .? 

Rather  than  at t r ibut ing th is 
to the econom ic d ispar i ty  am ong 
studen ts, a com m on  factor  
f au l ted  for  the r acial  im balance 
am ong classes, she spoke to the 
im p l ici t  b ias she perceived to be 
per vasive in  academ ic cu l ture. 
?[Cer tain  groups] of  color  aren?t 
as encour aged to be in  those 
[h igher- level]  classes,? she said . 
?T here isn?t enough  done to 
in tegr ate.? She has w i tnessed 
teacher s at t r ibute m inor i ty  
studen ts? academ ic str uggles to 
laziness, w i thout of fer ing any 
help  to them . 

W hatever  the reason  m ay be, 
bias or  not, there is a clear  r acial  
d ispar i ty  w i th  regard  to AP 
classes at  Q uince O rchard . 
Accord ing to data p rov ided to 
T he Prowler by adm in istr at ion , 
43% of  Advanced 
Placem en t- level  classes are m ade 
up  of   non -wh i te studen ts, wh i le 
52% of  non -wh i te studen ts m ake 

up  Q O ?s populat ion . Al though  i t  
i sn 't  clear  how stat ist i cal ly  
sign i f i can t th is d i f ference is, the 
gap  w idens as we break the 
num ber s down  by subject  and 
r acial  iden t i ty. Black-  and 
H ispan ic- iden t i f y ing studen ts, 

for  exam ple, col lect ively  m ake 
up  about 46% of  the school  
populat ion , and yet are severely  

under represen ted in  Advanced 
Placem en t classes. W here they 
are represen ted the m ost ?  
aside f rom  the 68% tak ing AP 
Span ish  L i ter ature ?  is in  AP Ar t  
H istor y, where  they m ake up  
about 34% of  the class 
populat ion . W here they are 
represen ted the lowest, gener al ly  
in  m athem atics and n iche ar t  AP 
cour ses, they m ake up  between  
0 % and 8% of  the populat ion . I n  
con tr ast , Asian - iden t i f y ing 
studen ts, though  also a m inor i ty  
group , are found to be 
over- represen ted in  Advanced 
Placem en t classes. Even  in  the 
class w i th  the lowest percen tage 
of  Asian  studen ts, AP 
Com par at ive Gover nm en t &  
Pol i t i cs, they st i l l  m ake up  13% of  
that  class, wh ich  is p ropor t ional  
to thei r  r epresen tat ion  in  the 
school?s populat ion  (12%). And 
Asian  studen ts can  represen t up  
to 44% of  an  AP class populat ion , 
excep t ing one out l ier  class. 

And these d ispar i t ies can  
skew these studen ts? m inds, the 
alum nus exp lained. ?T hey don?t 
feel  com for table reach ing out 
because they feel  l i ke m aybe 
they 're not supposed to be [in  
upper- level  classes].? 

T h is per son  isn?t alone. O n  
the recen t ly  created Black@Q O  
Instagr am  accoun t, a num ber  of  

cur ren t and for m er  studen ts 
have com e for ward  to share thei r  
exper iences being PO C at 
Q uince O rchard , and m any of  
these studen ts have p refaced 
thei r  statem en ts w i th  a rem inder  
that  they were one of  few 

m inor i ty  studen ts in  thei r  
h igh - level  cour ses. ?M ore should  
be done,? the alum nus said . 

W e?ve al l  had the ur ge to look th rough  our  
f r idges or  pan tr ies for  snacks dur ing these past few 
m on ths of  quar an t ine. Eat ing r andom ly would  help  
cope w i th  stress or  even  boredom . Plus, always 
being at  hom e decreases the am oun t of  physical  
act iv i ty  we get in  our  dai ly  l i ves. At  hom e, you?re 
ei ther  eat ing, sleep ing, or  sim p ly  not doing 
any th ing. W hat?s the outcom e of  th is? Pounds ?  we 
gain  pounds. 

 T he adu l t  obesi ty  r ate in  the U.S. has h i t  the 
h ighest record  in  Am er ican  h istor y  th is year . T he 
cur ren t r ate stands at  42.4% (passing the 40 % m ar k), 
accord ing to a nonprof i t , non -par t i san  or gan izat ion  
cal led  Tr ust  for  Am er ica?s H eal th  in  a repor t  t i t led  
?T he State of  O besi ty  20 20 : Better  Pol icies for  
H eal th ier  Am er ica.? 

N ot on ly  have adu l ts been  af fected  by the 
pandem ic, but  k ids have as wel l . Jim  Baugh , founder  
and p residen t of  PH IT  (Per sonal  H eal th  I nvestm en t 
Today) Am er ica, noted  that near ly  hal f  of  gr ade 
schools have no physical  educat ion .?Kids are m ore 
seden tar y than  they?ve ever  been ,? said  Baugh  in  an  
in ter v iew w i th  USA Today. Ped iatr i cians p red ict  that  

ch i ldhood obesi ty  w i l l  have a dr am at ic increase th is 
year  due to m ore eat ing and the closure of  schools. 
T h is i s not good news for  ch i ld ren?s heal th ; 
becom ing obese at  a young age can  increase the r i sk 
of  hear t  cond i t ions and k idney p roblem s. 

 M ar y land has the 10 th  h ighest ch i ldhood 
obesi ty  r ate in  the U.S. Accord ing to a recen t ly  
released study by the Rober t  W ood Johnson  
Foundat ion , alm ost 18% of  
ch i ld ren  in  M D  between  the 
ages of  10  and 17 are obese. I t?s 
no sur p r ise that  the ch i ldhood 
obesi ty  r ate in  M D  is the 10 th  
h ighest; publ ic schools are 
closed, and there?s a lack of  
extr acur r icu lar  act iv i t ies. 

But th is i ssue isn?t on ly  
happen ing in  M ar y land. D r. L isa 
D en ike, a ped iatr i cian  for  
N or thwest Per m anen te in  
Por t land, O regon , said  one 
11-year-old  pat ien t  at  h is 
physical  dur ing quar an t ine was 
found to have gained 40  
pounds. 

Even  though  the boy doesn?t 
have Type 2 d iabetes now, 

D en ike said , ?I  suspect he w i l l  in  the com ing year s 
as h is paren ts al ready have i t .?

D en ike recom m ends the fol low ing for  
com bat ing pandem ic weigh t gain : scheduled  
bedt im es and wake t im es, eat ing scheduled  m eals, 
and hav ing t im e to get out and exercise. At  least  
tak ing a 15-20  m inute walk around the 
neighbor hood can  m ake a big d i f ference. 

By NATALI A GARCI A             
Staff Writer

     SHUTTERSTOCK

Raci sm @Q O : A lu m n u s 
sh ar es ex p er i en ces 
Alumnus speaks heavily on disparities in 
educational opportunity
 By ANYA SESAY
Staff Writer

M aryland has the 10th highest childhood obesity rate in the U.S. 

PO C&  

By ANYA SESAY
Staff Writer

New column gives voice to 
groups often silenced in the 
movement for justice

Just ice. A word  long per ver ted  in  the h istor y  of  
the Un i ted  States for  i ts constan t double standard . 
I t  seem s that for  ever y m ovem en t of  just ice, a 
subgroup  is lef t  in  d isen f r anch isem en t, for ced to 
watch  as the equal i ty  they f igh t  for  i s handed to 
ever yone but them . Even  today, exclusionar y 
p r act ices st i l l  r em ain . I n  the 20 20  f igh t  against  
r acial  in just ice, i t?s clear  that  som e in ter sect ional  
voices have been  si lenced, and forced to take a 
backseat to thei r  m ore p r iv i leged coun ter par ts. 

T hus, th is colum n  is bor n . Each  issue for  the 
rest  of  the 20 20 -21 school  year , a subgroup , 
belonging to a com m un i ty  of  color , who has taken  
a backseat to just ice w i l l  have thei r  exper iences 
h igh l igh ted  and thei r  voices heard . From  wom en  
of  color , to m inor i ty  groups str uggl ing w i th  
i l lnesses or  d isabi l i t ies, to m ar ginal ized m em ber s 
of  the L GBT Q + com m un i ty, I  w i l l  st r ive to m ake 
sure m ost ever y d isen f r anch ised voice w i l l  be 
heard . M ake sure to stay tuned and em ai l  m e, Anya 
Sesay, at  40 8493@m cpsm d.net i f  you would  l i ke to 
par t i cipate in  th is p roject !
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W h at i s i t  actu al ly  l i ke to get  COVI D -19?
T hree QO students' experiences with the virus

Alm ost 10  m on ths ago, i t  f i r st  
ar r ived here in  the Un i ted  States. 
N ear ly  8 m on ths ago, in -per son  
school ing was shut down . Since then  
m any sm al l  businesses have col lapsed, 
restaur an ts are on ly  at  50 % capaci ty, 
and lar ge-crowd even ts such  as 
concer ts are unheard  of . T he outbreak 
of  COVID -19 w i l l  easi ly  go down  in  
the h istor y  books as the m ost 
im pactfu l , devastat ing even t in  the 
year  20 20 . W i th  1.23 m i l l ion  deaths 
wor ldw ide, the last  th ing any sane 
per son  wan ts is to be exposed to th is 
v i r us. H owever, cur iosi ty  i s a hard  
feel ing to m anage. 

I f  you?ve been  lucky and haven 't  
had a posi t ive test  r esu l t , you p robably  
can?t help  your sel f  f r om  prepar ing for  
the wor st  and wonder ing: how would  I  
actual ly  feel  get t ing the v i r us? I t?s a 
reasonable though t to have, 
consider ing sickness levels var y f r om  
m inor  f lu - l i ke sym ptom s to 
l i fe- th reaten ing hosp i tal i zat ion . 

Accord ing to the M on tgom er y 
Coun ty Gover nm en t COVID -19 
I n for m at ion  Por tal , there are over  29 
thousand cases as of  N ovem ber  17, 
m any of  wh ich  are here in  our  
com m un i ty.

O ne of  them  is jun ior  Ju l ia 
Kavad ias, who tested  posi t ive in  
O ctober. Sym ptom -w ise, Kavad ias 
said  that  she just  had a r unny nose and 
fel t  extr a t i r ed . She descr ibed i t  as 
?k inda l i ke that  feel ing when  you f i r st  
wake up  in  the m or n ing to an  alar m  
and you don?t wanna get out of  bed.? 

Conven ien t ly, keep ing up  w i th  
school  was not an  issue for  Kavad ias 
due to i t  being al l  on l ine. She was st i l l  
able to at tend and d id  not have to 
m ake a huge ef for t  to get up  or  leave 
the house.

?I t  took m e about a week to feel  
10 0 % f ine again . I  was real ly  on ly  sick 
l i ke one or  two days,? stated  Kavad ias.

Another  Q O  studen t exposed to 
COVID -19 is sen ior  Em i ly  K laus, who 
again  had a ver y m inor  exper ience 
w i th  the v i r us. K laus recoun ted her  
sym ptom s as extrem ely m i ld , as she 
d idn?t even  know she had i t  un t i l  her  
test  r esu l ts cam e back posi t ive.

?I  then  quar an t ined in  m y t iny 
room  for  two weeks un t i l  I  tested  
negat ive,? she exp lained.

Just l i ke Kavad ias, the COVID -19 
exper ience was not too m uch  of  a 
burden  on  Klaus, ei ther , as i t  was 
sign i f i can t ly  easy to rem ain  on  top  of  
school  assignm en ts and 
responsibi l i t ies. 

Sen ior  Jared Sabban  was a th i r d  
posi t ive case. H e, on  the other  hand, 
had a l i t t le bi t  of  a harder  t im e.

?I  fel t  r eal ly  sick and cou ldn?t taste 
or  sm el l  m y food,? said  Sabban . H e 
descr ibed hav ing the v i r us as an  
extrem e case of  the f lu , as he had no 
ener gy to get any th ing done on  the 
f i r st  few days.

As we see, the sever i ty  of   
COVID -19 is sign i f i can t ly  var iable. 
Som e of  these Q O  studen ts were 
lucky, as they recovered qu ick ly  af ter  
test ing posi t ive for  the v i r us. 

H owever, as of  N ovem ber  16, 13.8 
percen t of  al l  used hosp i tal  beds in  

M on tgom er y Coun ty are COVID  
related . W i th  that , we st i l l  u r ge you to 
m ake sm ar t  decisions regard ing social  
gather ings, especial ly  i f  you are ?  or  
know ?  som eone who is 
im m unocom prom ised.

And on  the br igh t  side, as 
upsett ing as i t  i s not  being able to 
physical ly  in ter act  w i th  your  peer s at  
school , we can  see a posi t ive outcom e 
f rom  on l ine lear n ing. I t  al lows these 
studen ts to con t inue going to class, 
desp i te test ing posi t ive, and get the 
help  they need to be as successfu l  as 
possible dur ing th is hect ic year .

By NATALI E PRICE
Editor- In-Chief

Since November, new cases in M ontgomery County have increased dramatically, a similar trend to what we saw in M ay.

MONTGOMERYCOUNTYMD.GOV

W h at COVI D -19 m ean s f or  B lack  Fr i day
H ow will the virus impact shoppers' behavior?
By M ADI LYN RUBERY
Staff Writer

 M any of  us have exper ienced the 
th r i l ls of  at tend ing Black Fr iday at  our  
local  m al ls and depar tm en t stores, 
r ush ing w i th  a f am i ly  m em ber  or  two 
just  to snag an  i tem  for  a low pr ice 
once T hanksgiv ing d inner  has com e 
to an  end. M any, however, have seen  
the cur sed v ideos that would  loom  
around the in ter net of  peop le 
stam ped ing to get in to a W alm ar t  
r igh t  as i t  opened. W i th  Black Fr iday 
lur k ing just  around the cor ner , what 
can  we expect of  th is year ?s day of  
deals, and how w i l l  COVID -19 im pact 
shopper s? 

I n  an  ar t i cle wr i t ten  by Carolyn  
Cr ist  for  W ebM D , Cr ist  exp lains the 
new pol icies W alm ar t  has put in to 
p lace in  order  to adhere to the 
COVID -19 gu idel ines: ?Stores w i l l  be 
l im i ted  to 20 % of  the usual  capaci ty, 
the com pany announced, cal l ing i t  a 
?reinven ted? Black Fr iday exper ience. 
Shopper s w i l l  be requ i red  to for m  a 
single- f i le l ine before stores open  at  5 
AM  on  the Fr iday af ter  T hanksgiv ing 
and fol low d i rect ional  signs to avoid  
other s wh i le shopp ing.? 

But w i l l  these renovat ions be 
enough  to p reven t a m assive spread of  
the v i r us? Black Fr iday is known  for  i ts 
incred ibly  lar ge crowds and herds of  
er r at ic peop le, wh ich  doesn?t exact ly  

t r anslate to a COVID -19 f r iend ly  
even t. 

Jun ior  L ar a Tatar ian  bel ieves that 
par t i cipat ing in  Black Fr iday would  be 
a bad idea, stat ing, ?I  m ysel f  w i l l  not  
be at tend ing Black Fr iday th is year  
due to COVID -19. I  do not wan t to r i sk 
m y heal th  and then  jeopard ize m y 
fam i ly?s heal th  as wel l . I  would  m uch  
r ather  be heal thy and pay the f u l l  
p r ice for  som eth ing r ather  than  put 
m ysel f  and other s at  r i sk of  catch ing 
the v i r us.? 

T hankfu l ly  for  shopper s l i ke 
Tatar ian , Cyber  M onday can  be the 
per fect  r ep lacem en t, safe and w i th in  
the wal ls of  your  own  hom e. W hen  
quest ioned whether  or  not Black 
Fr iday should  be cancel led  al l  
together , Tatar ian  adds, ?I  don?t th ink 
i t  shou ld  be cancel led  because i t  does 
help  a lot  of  peop le w i th  d iscoun ts for  
gi f ts, but  peop le should  put thei r s and 
other s heal th  in to consider at ion . I f  
they?re being safe and not t r y ing on  a 
bunch  of  clothes, touch ing ever y th ing, 
and p roper ly  wear ing thei r  m asks, i t  
shou ld  be f ine.? 

Sen ior  Calv in  Cor bouis leans a 
sim i lar  way as Tatar ian , exp lain ing 
that, ?I ?m  not going to be at tend ing 
Black Fr iday, as i t  w i l l  m ost l i kely  
cause hotspots for  COVID -19 around 
m al ls and big stores.? Cor bouis also 
ur ges peop le to know the r i sks they 
m ay be tak ing as a resu l t  of  at tend ing 
a Black Fr iday even t.

 
VOLODYMYR HRYSHCHENKO AT UNSPLASH.COM

?I ?m expecting that Black Friday as 
we have grown to know it cannot exist 
in a COVI D world.?  -M ichael Brown 

https://www.webmd.com/lung/news/20201018/walmart-nnounces-black-friday-changes-for-covid
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/10/14/walmart-announces-black-friday-deals-for-days-a-reinvented-black-friday-shopping-experience
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/10/14/walmart-announces-black-friday-deals-for-days-a-reinvented-black-friday-shopping-experience
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Q uince O rchard  H igh  School 's ver y own  I t's Academic team  am azingly  won  i ts f i r st  
Q uizbowl m atch  of  the year  last  m on th  on  Septem ber  26. Ever y par t i cipan t was con f iden t ly  
p repared for  the tour nam en t. Because of  COVID -19, there were a few changes in  the 
m eet ings th is year , wh ich  af fected  how ever yone p repared for  success. 

 Sen ior  Viv ian  Cao, sen ior  D avis Yewel l , and sophom ore John  L ew is, the m ost recen t 
m atch  par t i cipan ts, each  p repared w i th  club sponsor  and social  stud ies teacher  Josh  
Schum an  and the I t's Academic gang by using packets f r om  the N at ional  Academ ic Q uiz 
Tour nam en t (N AQ T ). "Pr act ice is a less p ressured- f i l led  atm osphere," said  Cao. T hey star t  
by read ing a quest ion , and the f astest  per son  who buzzes gets to answer  f i r st . I f  they answer  
cor rect ly, they receive one poin t , but  they get deducted one poin t  and m ove on to the next 
quest ion  i f  they answer  incor rect ly. Pret ty  sim p le, r igh t? Regard less, these par t i cipan ts go 
the extr a step  to study and tr y  to p repare for  these tour nam en ts.

 O utside of  p r act ice, L ew is stud ies and tr ies to com e up  w i th  quest ions on  h is own  
that he th inks w i l l  be asked dur ing p r act ice or  even  tour nam en ts. "Som etim es when  I 'm  
watch ing a show, I 'l l  th ink about a qu iz bowl quest ion  on  that top ic," says L ew is. 

Yewel l  has another  str ategy : he dr i l ls w i th  h is f r iends on  D iscord  and feels p repared 
for  ever y m atch  that com es h is way. 

 T he I t's Academic team  m em ber s al l  wor k together  and m ake tour nam en ts f un  ?  
even  when  not al l  are par t i cipat ing in  the m atches. M ost im por tan t ly, the team  m em ber s al l  
look out for  each  other  and m ake sure they are con f iden t in  quest ions that are in  thei r  'f ield  
of  knowledge.' Each  p layer  has a special ty  top ic and what they en joy lear n ing to answer  each  
quest ion  asked fear lessly.

 Al l  in  al l , though , the best way to par t i cipate and answer  a quest ion  cor rect ly  i s to 
"not be af r aid  to p ress the buzzer, and just  have a lot  of  con f idence," Yewel l  said . I t's Academic 
m akes con f idence look easy.

A Sp ot l i gh t  on  Q O ?s Q u i zbow l  Team
By KAI LY PAULI NO
Senior Staff Writer

A Sam p l i n g of  Q O 's Clu bs an d  H on or s Soci et i es

En v i r om en tal  Clu b
-  W or k s to cr eate aw ar en ess of  
en v i r on m en tal  i ssu es, l i ke 
p r otect i on , con ser vat i on , an d  
r estor at i on , 
-  W or k  h an ds on  w i th  th em  w i th   
an  em p h asi s on  edu cat i n g an d  
em p ow er i n g stu den ts w h o ar e 
i n ter ested  i n  en v i r on m en tal  
advocacy an d  aw ar en ess.
-  Adv i sor : M s. H aase
-  Rem in d : @qoen v 

N at i on al  H on or s Soci tey
-  N H S i s an  or gan i zat i on  of  
stu den ts w h o excel  i n  sch olar sh i p , 
l eader sh i p , ch ar acter , an d  ser v i ce.
-  N H S m em ber s h elp  Q u in ce 
O r ch ar d  H igh  Sch ool  an d  th e 
su r r ou n d in g com m u n i ty  th r ou gh  
acts of  ser v i ce.
-  Ju n i or s ap p ly  i n  th e sp r i n g 
-  Sen ior s ap p ly  i n  th e f al l
-  Adv i sor : M s. Soy k an
-  Rem in d : @q0 n h s

Cou gar  M in ds M atter
-  O u r  goal  i s to ch an ge Q O ?s m en tal  
h eal th  cu l tu r e an d  p r om ote 
con n ect i on s w i th i n  stu den ts.
-  D i scu ss m en tal  h eal th  ou t l ets, 
cop i n g sk i l l s, sh ar e r esou r ces, an d  
p r ob lem  solve. 
-  Adv i sor : M r s. M cCor m ack , M s. 
Jim en ez, M s. Car ver
-  Rem in d : @cou gar m m 21 

Rock  Cl im b in g Clu b
-  Bu i l d  cl im b in g sk i l l s 
-  Get  st r on ger
-  L ear n  h ow  to t r ai n
-  Advsi or : M s. D om eier
-  Rem in d : @qocl im b

U N I CEF
-  I n  coop er at i on  w i th  gover n m en ts an d  
n on -gover n m en tal  or gan i zat i on s 
(N GO s), U N I CEF saves an d  p r otects th e 
w or ld 's m ost  vu ln er ab le ch i l d r en , 
w or k i n g to en su r e ch i l d  r i gh ts an d  
p r ov i d i n g h eal th  car e, i m m u n i zat i on s, 
n u tr i t i on , access to saf e w ater  an d  
san i tat i on  ser v i ces, basi c edu cat i on , 
p r otect i on  an d  em er gen cy r el i ef .
-  Act i vate th ei r  l ocal  com m u n i ty  by  
advocat i n g, bu i l d i n g com m u n i ty, 
f u n d r ai si n g, an d  sp eak i n g ou t  f or  
U N I CEF's ch i l d  su r v i val  w or k
-  Adv i sor : M r . L asko
-  Rem i n d : @qou n i cef

W om an  I n  En gin eer i n g
-  Pr ov i d i n g a saf e an d  w elcom in g 
en v i r on m en t f or  al l  p eop le 
i n ter ested  i n  En gin eer i n g.
-  Ex p lor e i deas, t r en ds, h elp  w i th  
cl assw or k , l ear n , an d  soci al i ze!
-  Adv i sor : M r s. Adam s
-  Rem in d : @w ieatqo

By ANNA SOKAN and KAI LY PAULI NO
Senior Staff Writers



FEAT U RES T H E  P R OW L E R8 N O V E M B E R  2 0 , 2 0 2 0

As w in ter  f ast  approaches, we are al l  
wonder ing what the weather  w i l l  look l i ke To 
answer  that  quest ion , we need to f i r st  talk 
about what the weather  has looked l i ke the last  
coup le m on ths.  

M ul t ip le records were broken  over  the 
sum m er, includ ing the hottest  Sep tem ber  
global ly  ever  recorded, and D eath  Val ley in  
Cal i for n ia had a record-break ing tem per ature 
of  130 °F in  August. Accord ing to the N at ional  
O cean ic and Atm ospher ic Adm in istr at ion  
(N OAA), about 20 % of  the U.S. was af fected  by 
m oder ate to extrem e drough t cond i t ions. Add 
th is al l  to the hundreds of  forest  f i r es th is 
sum m er, and we can  r ank the 20 20  sum m er  
as scorch ing hot! 

T he extrem e weather  cond i t ions th is 
sum m er  were not l im i ted  to heat, w i th  two 
At lan t ic hur r icanes m ak ing landfal l  in  August, 
and the devastat ing derecho (ser ies of  w ind  
and thunder stor m s) that  t r aveled  70 0  m i les 
f r om  Iowa to O h io.  

W hat do these tem pestuous weather  
cond i t ions suggest for  f u ture weather  
patter ns?  W e know that N OAA creates an  
out look for  ever y season  by using im proved 
satel l i te obser vat ions, detai led  com puter  
forecast m odel ing, and expand ing 
supercom put ing capaci ty. Accord ing to 
N OAA?s w in ter  p red ict ions, we should  expect 
war m er, d r ier  cond i t ions across the souther n  
t ier  of  the U.S., and cooler , wetter  cond i t ions 

in  the N or th  due to the ongoing weather  
patter n  in  the Paci f i c: L a N iña. L a N iña is 
the colder  coun ter par t  of  El  N iño; in  th is 
patter n , strong w inds blow war m  water  at  
the ocean 's sur face f rom  South  Am er ica to 
I ndonesia. As the war m  water  m oves west, 
cold  water  f r om  the deep r ises to the 
sur face near  the coast of  South  Am er ica.  
M oving in to w in ter , m ore than  45% of  the 
con t inen tal  U.S. i s exper iencing drough t 
cond i t ions, and L a N iña w i l l  on ly  
exasper ate them . 

N ei l  Jacobs, Ph .D ., the act ing N OAA 
adm in istr ator , states that  the w in ter  
weather  w i l l  r ange "f rom  expansive and 
m ul t i - hazard  w in ter  stor m s to nar row but 
in tense lake ef fect  snow.? I n  other  words, 
there w i l l  be m ore extrem e stor m s in  areas 
that are af fected  by ?lake ef fect? snow. 

H ow  w i l l  th e r ecor d -br eak i n g w eath er  th i s su m m er  af f ect  th i s w in ter ?

By ANNA SOYKAN

Senior Staff Writer

Precip i tat ion  for  th is season  looks to be 
wetter  than  aver age across the nor ther n  
t ier  of  the U.S., extend ing f rom  the Paci f i c 
N or thwest, across the N or ther n  Plains, 
Great L akes and in to the O h io Val ley, as 
wel l  as H awai i  and nor ther n  Alaska. O n  the 
other  hand, d r ier  than  aver age cond i t ions 
are p red icted  in  the Southwest, across 
Texas along the Gul f  Coast, and in  Flor ida.

I f  you're an  outdoor  en thusiast  who 
loves the w in ter  season , you should  know 
that the cond i t ions f rom  L a N iña w i l l  br ing 
snow to the west and near  the Great L ake 
areas, wh i le p laces l i ke Cal i for n ia w i l l  m ost 
l i kely  get lower  than  aver age snowfal l  and 
war m er  tem per atures.  So, i f  you wan t 
som e k i l ler  sk i ing, head out west th is 
w in ter , but  rem em ber  to gr ab a m ask!

I n  conclusion , th is w in ter  w i l l  be 
in terest ing w i th  a m ix of  
extrem e weather  cond i t ions, but 
for  the M ar y land area, we can  
expect war m er  than  aver age 
tem per atures, but aver age 
p recip i tat ion .

PHOTO COURTESY OF NOAA CLIMATE.GOV, 
using NWS CPC dat a

Winter 2020 Predictions

T he Social  D i lem m a, a 
docudr am a focusing on  the im pacts of  
social  m ed ia on  society, was released 
in  Septem ber  by N etf l i x and received 
great am oun ts of  at ten t ion . W h i le 
t r end ing on  the top  10  of  N etf l i x for  a 
m on th  af ter  i ts release, the f i lm  
includes in ter v iew cl ips of  m ul t ip le 
ex-social  m ed ia execut ives ?  
includ ing the Presiden t of  Pin terest , 
the Sen ior  Vice Presiden t of  
Engineer ing at  Tw i t ter , and the 
co- inven tor  of  Facebook Pages ?   
giv ing the inside look on  these big 
nam e com pan ies. T h is i s 
accom pan ied by the f i ct ional  stor y l ine 
of  a teenager ?s l i fe being engul fed  by 
social  m ed ia, and a per son i f i cat ion  of  
the ar t i f i cial  in tel l igence beh ind  the 
screen  that i s t r y ing to con trol  h is 
act ions. I t  touches on  top ics l i ke 
add ict ion , sur vei l lance cap i tal i sm , 
ar t i f i cial  in tel l igence, and data m in ing.

T he in ter v iewees f i r st  
acknowledge that these p lat for m s 
have brough t huge posi t ive change for  
society  ?  includ ing f ind ing or gan  
donor s and increasing the 
in terconnectedness of  peop le across 
societ ies ?  before deep d iv ing in to 
thei r  m any negat ive im pacts. 

Beginn ing w i th  thei r  m an ipu lat ive 
str ucture, hum ans? at ten t ion  is sold  as 
p roducts to adver t i ser s. Using ar t i f i cial  
in tel l igence and i l legal  data m in ing to 
p red ict  your  behavior  and exp loi t  the 
weaknesses of  the hum an  br ain  to 
increase your  screen  t im e, they pu l l  
you in to add ict ion . T he m ore 

add icted  you becom e, the easier  i t  i s 
for  them  to con trol  your  f u ture 
behavior , and the m ore m oney those 
com pan ies m ake f rom  you fal l ing 
v ict im  to the per sonal ized 

adver t i sem en ts. 
So, no, the 
instagr am  ad of  
the Coach  wal let  
you were just  
look ing at  on  
Google was not a 
coincidence. T h is 
im percep t ible 
change in  your  
behavior  i s the 
cen ter  of  al l  these 
p lat for m s and 
now, accord ing to 
the wel l - known  
com puter  
ph i losophy wr i ter  Jaron  L an ier , ?we 
have created an  en t i r e global  
gener at ion ... where the ver y m ean ing 
of  cu l ture is m an ipu lat ion .?

T he f i lm  then  focuses on  the 
dr am at ic increase in  depression , 
anx iety, and su icide in  teenager s. 
Accord ing to the Cen ter s for  D isease 
Con trol  and Preven t ion , there has 
been  a 189% increase in  sel f -har m  and 
a 151% increase in  su icide for  gi r ls 
between  10 -14 year s of  age since 20 10 , 
al ign ing w i th  the avai labi l i ty  of  social  
m ed ia on  phones star t ing in  20 0 9.

Social  m ed ia's role on  the increase 
of  pol i t i cal  polar izat ion  is the next 
top ic the docum en tar y focuses on . 
T he algor i thm  that power s these 
p lat for m s col lects data about your  
locat ion , p rev ious posts you?ve 
in ter acted  w i th , and h istor y  to feed 

you con ten t that  rein forces your  
pol i t i cal  v iewpoin ts. T h is gives you a 
?false sense that ever yone agrees w i th  
you because ever yone in  your  news 
feed sounds just  l i ke you. And once 
you are in  that  state?  you are easi ly  
m an ipu lated ,? says Roger  M cN am ee, 

an  ear ly  investor  in  Facebook.
T he f inal  poin t  of  the f i lm  focuses 

on  fake news. A for m er  YouTube 
engineer  who wor ked on  i ts 

recom m endat ions says the algor i thm  
is t r y ing to f ind  ?wh ich  r abbi t  hole is 
closest to your  in terest ,? and therefore 
wh ich  one you?re m ost l i kely  to go 
down  ?  regard less of  the val id i ty  of  
the in for m at ion  in  them . T he f i lm  
em phasizes the im por tance of  th is 
top ic by show ing a str ing of  news cl ips 
claim ing COVID -19 was created by the 
gover nm en t, fo l lowed by cl ips of  
m ul t ip le ind iv iduals say ing the v i r us is 
a hoax. Propaganda posts can  then  be 
used at  the advan tage of  pol i t i cians to 
con trol  what we bel ieve is t r ue. Renee 
D i resta, the research  m anager  at  
Stan ford  I n ter net O bser vator y, r efer s 
to i t  as a ?global  assaul t  on  
dem ocr acy.? And i f  ever y per son  has a 
d i f feren t t r u th , then  society  w i l l  
devolve in to a chaos that we are not 
able to solve.

T he f i lm  ends w i th  al l  the 
in ter v iewees agreeing that peop le 
need to com e together  and recogn ize 
th is as a m ajor  p roblem , to refor m  
these cor r up t p lat for m s and end the 
path  towards dystop ia we are on . As 
the cred i ts role, the in ter v iewees l i st  

act ions to p rotect  your sel f  f r om  social  
m ed ia: tur n ing of f  not i f i cat ions, 

avoid ing recom m ended YouTube 
v ideos, f act- check ing before you 
share, and keep ing an  open  m ind 
about opposing v iews.

M ore skep t ical ly  incl ined than  
encour aged, a m on th  ago, I  decided to 
delete al l  the social  m ed ia apps f rom  
m y phone: Tw i t ter , I nstagr am , T ikTok, 
YouTube, Facebook, and Snapchat. 
T he f i r st  day was noth ing special ; I  
had m uch  to do that kep t m e of f  m y 
phone. But the week con t inued and I  
found m ysel f  constan t ly  p ick ing up  
m y phone whenever  I  had a m inute to 
spare, on ly  to f ind  noth ing to do. T h is 
qu ick ly  becam e annoy ing. 

T hankfu l ly, I  grew m ore used to 
the lack of  d istr act ions and began  to 
see som e benef i ts. Fi r st , m y aver age 
week ly  screen  t im e decreased by 3.46 
hour s. W hat in i t ial ly  str uck m e as an  
excessive am oun t of  f r ee t im e becam e 
ver y appreciated , and I  star ted  to 
com plete m y schoolwor k m uch  m ore 
ef f i cien t ly. Second, I  found i t  was 
m uch  easier  to f al l  asleep . H aving 
p rev iously  exper ienced m i ld  insom n ia 
?  going to bed at  no ear l ier  than  2:0 0  
AM  ?  th is was a blessing. I nstead of  
watch ing YouTube v ideos r igh t  before 
going to bed, causing m e to lay awake 
for  at  least  another  30  m inutes af ter  
tur n ing i t  of f , I  was able to doze of f  in  
hal f  that  t im e. Final ly, I  found m y 
m en tal  state at  m uch  m ore ease 
w i thout the obl igat ion  of  r espond ing 
to m y f r iends? Snapchats constan t ly  

l inger ing over  m y head, or  hav ing 
m odels? I nstagr am  posts pop  on  m y 
feed for  m e to com pare m ysel f  to. O ut 
of  sigh t , out  of  m ind, to put i t  sim p ly.

 I  w i l l  adm i t  I  m issed watch ing the 
br ain -m el t ing com pi lat ion  v ideos of  
K im  Kardash ian  cr y ing, but I  do not 

regret  delet ing m y social  m ed ia and I  
strongly  ur ge you to t r y  th is out as 
wel l !

T he Social Dilemma -  ar e w e devolv i n g i n to ch aos?
By STACY SH I N
Senior Staff Writer

NETFLIX.COM

T his map is predicting the 
average temperatures 
throughout the country for 
the 2020-21 winter season.
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REVIEW

By M AT T H EW M I NT ON
Editor- in-Chief

T h e Peop le?s Ch oi ce Aw ar ds, an d  
h ow  aw ar ds sh ow s ar e adap t i n g

T he Trial of the Chicago 7 sp eak s to ou r  cu r r en t  t im es

T he Peop le?s Choice Awards 
(PCAs for  shor t), wh ich  occur red  th is 
year  th is past Sunday, N ovem ber  15, 
are un ique to other  award  shows 
because they are en t i r ely  f an -voted . 
Un l ike the O scar s, the PCAs ref lect  
the op in ions of  ever yone, not just  a 
select  board  of  voter s. Awards are 
d iv ided in to four  categor ies: m ovies, 
T V shows, m usic, and pop  cu l ture. 
T he m usic categor y is p robably  the 
m ost an t icipated , as f ans (or  ?stans?) 
of  ar t i sts can  be ver y act ive in  vot ing. 

M any of  the awards were 
p resen ted of f stage, but there were a 
few notable speeches, such  as Ty ler  
Per r y?s. Per r y  took hom e the Peop le?s 
Cham pion  Award , wh ich  rewarded 
h im  for  h is generous ph i lan th ropy, 
and talked about the hardsh ips he 
endured. T he actor  wen t f r om  
hom eless and unable to pay h is water  
bi l l  to being one of  the h ighest-paid  
m en  in  en ter tainm en t and hav ing an  
est im ated net wor th  of  $1 bi l l ion , 
accord ing to For bes. 

T he per for m ances by Just in  
Bieber  and Ch loe x H al le also stood 

out. Bieber  per for m ed h is h i t  songs 
?L onely? and ?H oly.? T he for m er, one 
of  Bieber ?s newest releases, i s an  
acoust ic bal lad  that detai ls the dar k 
side of  f am e. M eanwh i le, the duo 
Ch loe x H al le sang ?Ungod ly  H our,? 
the upbeat t i t le t r ack f rom  thei r  new 

album . 
D em i  L ovato d id  a great job 

host ing the award  show. I n  the 
open ing, the singer  th rew shade at  
how long the state of  Pennsy lvan ia 
took to coun t thei r  bal lots. ?D on?t 
wor r y, we decided to coun t ever yone 
in  Pennsy lvan ia?s vote f i r st ,? L ovato 
joked, refer r ing to the f an -voted  
awards. L ovato also took t im e dur ing 
the show to answer  v iewer s? quest ions, 
wh ich  covered a w ide r ange of  top ics. 

T he PCAs al low us to d iscuss the 
t r ansi t ion  award  shows are m ak ing 
dur ing the pandem ic. O ne cr i t i cism  is 
that  they?ve lost  thei r  spon tanei ty. I n  
order  to stay safe and m in im ize the 
num ber  of  celebr i t ies in  at tendance, 
w inner s are usual ly  not i f ied  
beforehand that they are going to 
w in . T h is i sn?t a huge loss, but i t  i s 
n ice to see som eone?s face when  they 
f ind  out that  they?ve won  an  award . 

Add i t ional ly, the award  shows are 
typ ical ly, wel l , awkward . For  
in ter v iews, jour nal ists and celebr i t ies 
have to be six feet  apar t , and 
in ter v iews are som et im es conducted 
in  str ange p laces, l i ke seem ingly  
em pty lots. Som e in ter v iews take 
p lace on l ine, where the in ter v iewee 
w i l l  si t  in  a room  and talk to the 

jour nal ist  on  the screen . Also, dur ing 
the actual  awards show, there?s ver y 
l i t t le in ter act ion  between  an  award  
p resen ter  and the w inner. O f ten , the 
p resen ter  leaves the stage r igh t  as the 
w inner  com es on  in  order  to stay safe. 
Som etim es, the w inner  w i l l  accep t 

thei r  award  l ive but 
f r om  hom e, or  in  a 
p rem ade v ideo. W hen  
M indy Kal ing and 
M ai trey i  Ram akr ishnan  
accep ted Never H ave I  
Ever?s award  for  the 
Com edy Show of  20 20 , 
Kal ing even  m en t ioned 
how wei rd  i t  was that 
she cou ldn?t hug 
Ram akr ishnan .  

O n  a posi t ive note, 
there has def in i tely  
been  an  increase in  
ar t i sts tak ing t im e 
dur ing award  shows to 
advocate for  im por tan t 
i ssues. For  exam ple, 
wh i le accep t ing the 
D r am a T V Star  of  20 20  
Award , M andy M oore 
said , ?L et?s con t inue to 
wear  m asks, social ly  
d istance, wash  our  
hands, and be k ind  to 
each  other .? 

L ater  in  the show, 
Tr acee El l i s Ross 
em powered v iewer s to 
m ake a d i f ference in  
thei r  com m un i t ies: ?O ur  

act ion  creates our  dest iny. D onate, get 
involved, stay engaged peop le!?  
W h i le celebr i t ies in  past year s have 
also used speeches to br ing awareness 
to cer tain  top ics, i t 's def in i tely  
becom e m ore com m on  in  20 20 .

T here are def in i tely  p ros and 

cons to the new for m at of  award  
shows, but you can  bet that  ded icated  

award  show fans w i l l  st i l l  devote thei r  
Sunday even ings to them  anyway. 

Pol i t i cal  tension  and gr id lock . 
Riots and p rotests. Figh ts break ing out 
between  pol ice and p rotestor s. Tear  
gas spr ayed to d isar m  ci t i zens. T he 
f igh t  for  just ice and equal i ty. T he 
quest ion  of  p revalen t, system ic r acism  
in  society  com ing to the sur face, and 
the ver y beacons of  Am er ican  
dem ocr acy com ing in to quest ion .

Sound fam i l iar ? T h is i s the 
con text  and background for  the new 
pol i t i cal  d r am a T he Trial of the Chicago 
7, wh ich  cen ter s around the even ts of  
the 1968 D em ocr at ic N at ional  
Conven t ion , in  wh ich  p rotests and 
r iots arose between  pol ice and 
p rotestor s who were speak ing out 
against  the Vietnam  W ar. Five m on ths 
later , a group  of  seven  defendan ts 
were char ged for  crossing state l ines 
w i th  the in ten t of  inci t ing r iots and 
v iolence. T he f i lm  star s Sacha Baron  
Cohen , M ar k Ry lance, and Edd ie 
Redm ayne ?  along w i th  recen t 
Em m y w inner s Yahya Abdul-M ateen  
I I  and Jerem y Strong ?  to round out 
an  incred ible cast  who help  to br ing 
th is power fu l  stor y  to l i fe by 
por tr ay ing the defendan ts.

W hat i s m ost im por tan t about th is 
f i lm  is i ts com m i tm en t to tel l ing the 
t r u th  of  the stor y  and uncover ing 
what t r u ly  happened. W i th  the Black 
L ives M atter  m ovem en t and the news 
of  p rotests and r iots al l  over  the news 
in  the past year , the f i lm  and the stor y  

beh ind  i t  are m ore power fu l  and 
relevan t than  ever . Al though  i t  i s 
assum ed that the defendan ts on  tr ial  
inci ted  r iots, as the f i lm  goes on , i t  
becom es ever  m ore apparen t that  the 
pol ice have blam e in  the si tuat ion . I t  i s 
not  a one-sided issue where al l  the 
blam e can  sim p ly  be put on  one side, 
and the f i lm  exp lores the gr ay area in  
an  extrem ely in tel l igen t and 
though t-p rovok ing way.

Fur ther m ore, w r i ter  Aaron  
Sor k in?s tr adem ar k snappy and 
scener y -chew ing d ialogue keeps the 
f i lm  engaging desp i te being m ost ly  set  
in  one cour troom . T he use of  r eal- l i fe 
footage in tegr ated  in to the stor y  along 
w i th  the use of  f lashbacks al l  
con tr ibute beaut i f u l ly  to the pace of  
the f i lm  and help  to keep  the aud ience 
en th r al led .

M y on ly  con ten t ions w i th  the f i lm  
com e w i th  som e of  i ts v isuals and lack 
of  f u l l  char acter  developm en t. W h i le 
the f i lm  is ver y wel l -w r i t ten  and 
engaging to watch , i t  cou ld  have 
benef i ted  f rom  m ore d i rect ional  and 
v isual  f lai r  ?  the f i lm  m ost ly  looks 
l i ke your  aver age cour troom  dr am a 
and doesn?t do m uch  to set  i tsel f  apar t . 
Also, Bobby Seale, co- founder  of  the 
Black Pan ther  Par ty, who is un fai r ly  
put on  t r ial  w i th  no access to a lawyer, 
i s por tr ayed incred ibly  by Yahya 
Abdul-M ateen  I I . H is char acter  has 
som e of  the m ost com pel l ing 
m om en ts in  the f i lm , yet  in  the th i r d  
act , the f i lm  fai ls to ci r cle back to h is 
char acter . Sidel in ing h is char acter  

h inder s the f u l l  developm en t Seale 
deser ved.

N ever theless, th is i s st i l l  an  
extrem ely power fu l  stor y  brough t to 
the screen  beaut i f u l ly  by Sor k in  along 
w i th  a f an tast ic cast . W hen  we look 
around and see the even ts going on  in  
our  wor ld  today, i t  can  be easy to see 
how we have com e so f ar . H owever, i t  
i s im per at ive that  we also see how 
m uch  m ore p rogress is needed; there 
is st i l l  so m uch  in just ice in  the wor ld . 
But, as the f i lm  ends on  an  insp i r ing 
and im por tan t note, there is st i l l  hope 
for  a better  f u ture when  we use our  
voices to speak out against  in just ice.

T he Trial of the Chicago 7 i s 
cur ren t ly  stream ing on  N etf l i x and 
com es h igh ly  recom m ended by th is 
rev iewer.

REVIEW

By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Staff Writer

IMDB

Singer Demi Lovato hosted the awards.

JUSTIN HIGUCHI VIA FLICKR

From left to right: Yahya Abdul-M ateen I I , Ben Shenkman, M ark Rylance, 
Eddie Redmayne, and Alex Sharp
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Each  of  the f al l  spor ts team s 
used the f ive weeks of  the 20 20  v i r tual  
season  d i f feren t ly. Gi r ls vol leybal l  and 
cheer lead ing op ted to use thei r  t im e 
to wor k on  sk i l ls and team  bu i ld ing, 
gi r ls soccer  took the oppor tun i ty  to go 
over  f i lm , boys soccer  used the t im e to 
help  p layer s ad just  to the new 
expectat ions that com e w i th  a new 
head coach , and cross coun tr y  chose 
to spend thei r  t im e doing week-  and 
season - long chal lenges. H owever, al l  
team s chose to com bine JV and var si ty  
in to one team . 

Cheer lead ing decided to let  thei r  
sen ior s take the lead and design  thei r  
season .  

?I  just  k inda told  them : th is i s at  
your  f inger t ips,? said  var si ty  
cheer lead ing coach  N akeya Flem ing. 
?I  wan ted the sen ior s to take [the] lead 
because I  th ink i f  the underclassm en  
saw how engaged they were, i t  would  
k inda bleed in to ever ybody else.?  

D ur ing a p reseason  m eet ing, the 
sen ior s decided to host a bow-m aking 
com pet i t ion  for  the team  and m ade 
p lans to use breakout room s to teach  
the sidel ine cheer s and dances, 
exp lain  how to p roper ly  stretch , and 
go over  the r u les and expectat ions, as 
wel l  as any changes the p layer s wan ted 
to m ake to them . T hey also d id  
team -bui ld ing act iv i t ies.  

Gi r ls vol leybal l  also chose to 
spend thei r  t im e doing wor kouts. 
T hey m et th ree t im es a week to wor k 
on  speci f i c sk i l ls and abi l i t ies, such  as 
being able to tel l  what the opposing 
team  is going to do. 

Gi r ls soccer  also focused on  the 

m en tal  com ponen t, as they spen t thei r  
t im e going over  f i lm  and exp lain ing to 
the p layer s what they should  look for  
when  they watch  f i lm  on  thei r  own . 
T hey also focused on  the m en tal  
heal th  of  the ath letes instead of  longer  
wor kouts, since m ost of  the gi r ls have 
been  p lay ing on  club team s 
th roughout the COVID -19 shutdown  
and are con t inu ing to do so. 

?W e?re p robably  a l i t t le bi t  
d i f feren t f r om  som e of  the other  
team s because al l  of  m y gi r ls are 
p lay ing on  thei r  clubs team s, t r ain ing 
sever al  days a week and p lay ing on  the 
weekend,? said  var si ty  gi r ls soccer  
coach  Peg Kei l ler . ?T hey have the 
oppor tun i ty  to p lay in  per son  r igh t  
now and I  don?t wan t to take that away 
f rom  them .?  

Cross coun tr y  had a sim i lar  
si tuat ion , as m any of  i ts ath letes had 
been  consisten t ly  r unn ing 10 s of  m i les 
each  week since the lockdown  began . 
(D isclaim er : T he author  of  th is ar t i cle 
i s a m em ber  of  Q O ?s cross coun tr y  
team .) T he team  bu i l t  upon  m em ber s 
r unn ing outside of  m eet ings and 
cen tered i ts season  around a 
f ive-week- long chal lenge of  r unn ing 
10 0  m i les for  retur n ing m em ber s and 
75 m i les for  new m em ber s. T hey also 
d id  chal lenges each  week, includ ing 
r unn ing for  an  hour  and seeing how 
far  each  team  m em ber  wen t and a 
v i r tual  5K.

?Runn ing a v i r tual  5K by our selves 
last  week fel t  ver y odd, especial ly  
since we cou ldn?t have any team  
wor kouts,? said  four-year  cross 
coun tr y  ath lete and sen ior  Ben ji  
D ubin .  

Final ly, boys soccer  had the 
un ique chal lenge of  get t ing p layer s 
ad justed  to a new head coach  dur ing 

the v i r tual  season . T hey decided to 
spend the season  lay ing down  new 
expectat ions for  the team  and going 
over  what p lay ing soccer  in  col lege is 
l i ke.  

?W e just  talked to them  a lot . W e 
told  them  what they needed to wor k 
on , what we expect f r om  our  team s, 
and what they wan ted out of  the h igh  
school  exper ience,? said  boys soccer  
coach  Sean  Kei l ler . 

M ost of  the team s also op ted to 
have a spor t- speci f i c guest speaker, 
w i th  cheer, vol leybal l , and gi r ls soccer  
hav ing alum n i  who are cur ren t ly  
p lay ing in  col lege com e and talk about 
thei r  exper iences. 

?Probably  the h igh l igh t , at  least  
for  m e, was a coup le days ago in  the 
last  week of  the season . I  had a bunch  
of  m y for m er  gi r ls who wen t on  to 
p lay in  col lege com e to talk about the 
t r ansi t ion ,? said  Peg Kei l ler . ?To see 
them  help  gu ide th is next set  of  k ids 
th rough  was ver y f un  for  m e.? 

Cheer  and vol leybal l  both  inv i ted  
coaches f rom  d i f feren t col leges as 
guest speaker s. Cheer  had the dance 
coach  f rom  L oyola Un iver si ty  
M ar y land, and vol leybal l  had the 
coach  f rom  a D 3 school . 

?I t  was n ice for  especial ly  our  
jun ior s and sen ior s, who are star t ing 
to th ink about col lege and what they 
m igh t wan t to do, and i f  cheer lead ing 
is som eth ing they m igh t wan t to take 
on  when  they get there,? said  Flem ing. 

?[T he coaches] were help fu l  for  
p repar ing m e for  what to expect in  
col lege and how I  can  juggle 
academ ics and p r act ice at  the sam e 
t im e,? said  vol leybal l  p layer  and sen ior  
Gr ace D iM ar t in i . 

Boys soccer  had wan ted to 
con t inue thei r  talks about what 

p lay ing in  col lege is l i ke by hav ing the 
soccer  coach  f rom  H oward  Un iver si ty  
com e and talk , but  they were unable 
to m ake i t  happen . 

?I  th ink i t  would  have been  
am azing for  the k ids, but  we cou ld  just  
not  get i t  to wor k ,? said  Sean  Kei l ler . 

 D esp i te the wor kouts and guest 
speaker s, both  coaches and p layer s 
not iced there was a lack of  exci tem en t 
that  they would  nor m al ly  exper ience 
when  they?re in  per son . 

?I  fel t  that  i t  cou ld  have been  
better  f r om  the engagem en t side,? said  
cross coun tr y  ath lete and sophom ore 
H ai ley Baker. ?W hen  you're in  per son  
they push  you to r un  in  groups, i t?s 
ver y cen tered around r unn ing in  
groups, but we cou ldn?t do that th is 
year .? 

?Ever ybody would  be k inda qu iet , 
you know, the sen ior s would  say a 
coup le th ings and the gi r ls would  
k inda respond,? said  Flem ing. ?I t?s 
awkward .?

?W hen  in  per son , there is usual ly  
ver y h igh  ener gy at  p r act ice and 
ever yone is ver y vocal . T h is wasn?t 
real ly  the case v i r tual ly, because 
peop le r arely  talked and i f  they d id  
there wasn?t m uch  to say, wh ich  m ade 
i t  hard ,? said  gi r ls soccer  p layer  and 
sophom ore L izzie Gelm an . 

 H owever, the lack of  engagem en t 
doesn?t seem  to have af fected  the 
coaches and p layer s' v iew of  the 
season . 

?I  th ink i t  wen t p ret ty  wel l . W e 
were able to wor k w i th  what we had at  
hom e and m ade the best out of  the 
season ,? said  var si ty  vol leybal l  p layer  
and jun ior  Bianca Gut ier rez. 

By JULI A DI ET RICH  

Staff Writer 

Vi r tu al  f al l  season  i s a su ccess 
desp i te f ew  h i ccu p s  

M arch  11, 20 20 : 
Com m issioner  Adam  Si lver  
announces the N BA w i l l  be 
suspend ing i ts season  due to the 
ongoing outbreaks of  COVID -19. 
T h is lef t  m any team s concer ned 
that they would  not be able to 
com pete in  the p layof f s and f igh t  
for  a t i t le. T h is was a t r oubl ing 
t im e for  the N BA as they were 
losing m i l l ions in  revenue. I t  was 
star t ing to seem  l i ke the N BA was 
going to have to cancel  the rest  of  
the season .

 But by June, the N BA had a 
p lan  to save thei r  season . T hey 
were going to D isney W or ld  for  a 
COVID - f ree bubble for  the 
p layof f  team s. Team s were then  
able to com pete for  around 3 
m on ths and had a f u l l  p layof f  
schedule. T h is lef t  super star  
L ebron  Jam es and the L os 
Angeles L aker s v ictor ious as the 
20 20  N BA cham pions. 

T he bubble was a good 
tem por ar y solu t ion : H owever, i t  

was ver y hard  on  the p layer s who 
were m issing l iv ing nor m al  l i fe 
w i th  thei r  f am i l ies. ?To be in  the 
bubble, you real ly  have to love 
p lay ing basketbal l ,? Jam es said  
wh i le in  the bubble. 

O ther  p layer s such  as M arcus 
Sm ar t , An thony D avis, and L ou 
W i l l iam s al l  m ade com m en ts on  
thei r  str uggles of  being in  the 
bubble. N ow that the str uggl ing 
20 20  season  has f inal ly  been  
com pleted , the at ten t ion  to 
star t ing a whole new season  now 
becom es an  issue.

 T he N BA has been  p roposing 
season  ideas, but i t  has been  
d i f f i cu l t  for  the p layer s to com e to 
an  agreem en t. W i th  the season  
on ly  hav ing ended in  late 
Septem ber, p layer s do not feel  
star t ing the season  in  D ecem ber  is 
enough  recover y t im e. T he p lan  
announced is for  a 72-gam e 
season  to star t  D ecem ber  22, but 
i t?s st i l l  not  clear  whether  the 
gam es w i l l  be p layed at  a bubble 
or  not. I t  doesn?t seem  l i kely  the 
p layer s would  wan t to agree to 
th is again . 

?I t?s hard  for  us,? said  Cl ipper s 
coach  D oc River s. ?W e are just  
t r y ing to l i ve our  l i ves and be w i th  
our  f am i l ies at  the end of  the day.? 

Jam es also m ade the statem en t 
that  ?there are bigger  th ings than  
basketbal l .? 

 Another  th ing to consider  i s 
that  the N BA D r af t  was now just  
two days ago. W i th  the cur ren t 
p lan , th is leaves just  over  a m on th  
f rom  when  the team s dr af t  to the 
star t  of  thei r  season . 

Another  i ssue now is that  N BA 
f ree agency has been  on  hold . 
Team s w i l l  be look ing to add 
p ieces to thei r  team s w i th  l i t t le 
t im e before the season  is set  to 
star t . T he N BA tr ade talks just  
star ted  ear l ier  th is week and i t?s 
al ready caused pandem on ium  
around the league. T hese t im es 
are clear ly  unpreceden ted and i t?s 
going to be in terest ing to see how 
th ings p lay out over  the next 
m on th .

 L ast ly, in  the even t that  the 
gam es are p layed in  nor m al  
arenas in  the team s? hom e ci t ies, 
w i l l  f ans be able to at tend? 

Com m issioner  Si lver  bel ieves so. 
?I  th ink i t?s ver y real i st i c,? he said . 
?T here have been  sign i f i can t 
advancem en ts in  r ap id  test ing  
since the onset of  COVID -19. 
W e're f ai r ly  op t im ist i c that  the 
m ar ket w i l l  gener ate m ore and 
better  for m s of  f aster  test ing.? 

O ther  p rofessional  spor ts such  
as the N FL  and M L B have shown  
success of  hav ing l im i ted  capaci ty  
crowds so f ar , wh ich  is a good sign  
for  the hopes of  hav ing f ans in  the 
N BA season . W i th  the season  set 
to star t  in  32 days, m any th ings 
are going to happen  r ap id ly  
around the league. Even  w i th  the 
cur ren t uncer tain ty, p rom ising 
th ings are in  the foreseeable 
f u ture for  the N BA and i ts f ans. 

By BEN ST ROBER
Editor- In-Chief

N BA an n ou n ces 20 21 season  p lan  am i d  w or sen i n g 
p an dem ic

"T here are bigger 
things than 
basketball." 
-  Lebron James
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Cap s br i n g i n  T h e K in g, im p r ove 
def en se 

T he Cap i tals had thei r  f ai r  
am oun t of  str uggles last  season , 
m ain ly  on  the defensive side of  the 

puck. N ow, th is of f season  they have 
lost  Stan ley Cup-w inn ing goal tender  
Br aden  H ol tby. 

H ol tby had been  w i th  the 
or gan izat ion  for  the past decade, 
w inn ing the Vezina Trophy for  the 
league's best goal tender  in  20 15 and 

then  w inn ing the Stan ley Cup in  20 18. 
H e was t ied  for  the f r anch ise leader  in  
shutouts w i th  35. T he Cap i tals weren?t 
too wor r ied  about let t ing H ol tby go 
w i th  top  p rospect I lya Sam sonov in  
the wor ks. T hey d id , however, need to 
get a sol id  backup w i th  Sam sonov 
being so young and r aw.

H enr ik L undqvist  ?  who was 
bough t out of  the f inal  year  of  h is 
seven -year, $59.5 m i l l ion  con tr act  he 
signed w i th  the N ew Yor k Ranger s in  
D ecem ber  20 13 ?  was now avai lable 
on  the m ar ket and seem ed l i ke a 
per fect  f i t  w i th  W ash ington . 

L undqvist , 38, i s 459-310 -96 w i th  a 
2.43 goals-against  aver age, a .918 save 
percen tage, and 64 shutouts in  887 
N H L  gam es over  15 seasons, al l  w i th  
the N ew Yor k Ranger s, accord ing to 
the Cap i tals websi te. T hese are 
num ber s that  m ake L undqvist  the hal l  
of  f am er- to-be he is.

"For  a few weeks now, I 've been  
doing m y hom ewor k on  al l  d i f feren t 
scenar ios and op t ions for  m e, and I  
have to say, the Cap i tals, they checked 
ever y box," L undqvist  said , as he 
signed a one-year  con tr act  w i th  the 

Cap i tals wor th  $1.5 m i l l ion . Gener al  
M anager  Br ian  M acL el lan  has h igh  
p r aise for  h is new goal ie, say ing, 
?H enr ik has the com pet i t ive dr ive and 
the abi l i ty  to help  our  team  com pete 
for  a cham pionsh ip . W e feel  he w i l l  be 
an  excel len t  f i t  for  our  team  and 

p rov ide leader sh ip  to our  
or gan izat ion  and our  young 
goal tender s.?

L ongt im e fan  and Q uince 
O rchard  hockey p layer  Jack 
M endelow feels good about the 
sign ing, ?I  feel  op t im ist i c about the 
Cap i tals chances since i t  now gives 

W ash ington  a n ice goal tender  op t ion  
going in to the 20 20 -20 21 season .?

T he Cap i tals now had to sh i f t  
thei r  focus to defensem en  on  the 
open  m ar ket. W i th  the cap  space they 
had, they signed Just in  Schul tz, T revor  

van  Riem sdyk, and Paul  L aD ue. 
Schul tz, a r igh t-handed defensem an , 
adds dep th  w i th  an  of fensive m ind for  
the second power-p lay un i t  wh ich  was 
needed. W hen  news broke that M ichal  
Kem pny tore h is Ach i l les and would  
be out 6-8 m on ths, W ash ington  

needed to bu lk up  an  al ready th in  
defense. T hat i s when  van  Riem sdyk 
and L aD ue were both  signed, add ing 
the physical  and defensive approach  
W ash ington  needed and for  a cheap 
p r ice for  both  sign ings under  $1 
m i l l ion .

T he Cap i tals w i l l  take these newly 

acquain ted  p ieces and w i th  a new 
bench  boss, t r y  to m ake another  r un  
for  the Stan ley Cup and the f i r st  for  
K ing H enr ik .

By JAKE ZAI DERM AN
Staff Writer

M ar y lan d  Footbal l  Star ts 2-1 I n  
B i g Ten  Season
By ADAM  GOT KI N

Staff Writer 
 

An  em bar r assing blowout, a cr azy 
over t im e f in ish , one of  the biggest 
w ins in  p rogr am  h istor y, and a COVID  
cancel lat ion , al l  in  the f i r st  hal f  of  the 
season . N o analogy for  20 20  can  be 
m ore per fect  than  M ar y lan d  
Footbal l ?s season  so f ar . 

 Com ing in to the season , second 
year  head coach  M ike L ocksley had 
som eth ing to p rove. T here was no 
quest ion  in  L ocksley 's recr u i t ing 
abi l i ty, br inging in  local  star s such  as 
Rak im  Jar ret t  and in  th is upcom ing 
class, Q O ?s own  sen ior  D em eioun  
Robinson , but L ocksley 's coach ing 
abi l i ty  was put in to quest ion . Before 
the 20 20  season , L ocksley had 
accum ulated  a head coach ing record  
of  6-40 , and the team  ended last  
season  losing seven  gam es in  a row. 
But because of  the recr u i t ing success, 
no one had quest ioned the h i r ing yet . 
But that  changed af ter  the week one 
loss to N or thw ester n . 

 N o one was expect ing a M ar y land 
w in  to star t  the season , as they were 
13-poin t  underdogs, but f ans were at  
least  expect ing to see a som ewhat 
close gam e. T he f i r st  d r ive for  the 
Ter ps showed prom ise as the team  
drove the f ield  easi ly, got  inside the 
N or thwester n  15, and k icked an  easy 
f ield  goal . Af ter  that , though , th ings 
took a tur n  for  the wor se. T he next 
four  d r ives of  the gam e wen t 
touchdown  N or thwester n , M ar y land 
in tercep t ion , touchdown  
N or thwester n , M ar y land in tercep t ion . 
T he Ter ps were down  14-3 in  the f i r st  
quar ter . T he m iser y d idn?t stop  there: 
N or thwester n  kep t rol l ing al l  over  
M ar y land 's defense and the Ter ps 
of fense cou ldn?t do any th ing, on ly  
accum ulat ing 23 yards over  four  
d r ives, th ree of  wh ich  ended in  pun ts 
and one in  a f um ble, to f in ish  the f i r st  
hal f  w i th  N or thwester n  lead ing 30 -3. 

 T he second hal f  of  the 
N or thwester n  gam e d idn?t get any 
better  for  the Ter ps. T he W i ldcats 
were able to shut out the Ter ps wh i le 
putt ing 13 m ore poin ts on  the board  
to w in  43-3. And af ter  one week, 
M ar y land fans al l  over  were cal l ing for  
L ocksley 's head. Ever y th ing that cou ld  

have gone wrong, d id . Tau l ia 
Tagovai loa th rew th ree in tercep t ions, 
and the Ter ps  cou ldn?t even  get 65 
yards r ush ing, al low ing N or thwester n  
to r ush  for  325 yards. 

 Af ter  the week one atroci ty, 
L ocksley p inned the str uggles to one 
key com par tm en t. ?For  us to be a 
good team , we?ve got to p lay w i th  
great d iscip l ine,? L ocksley stated  in  the 
post-gam e press con ference, ?and 
p lay ing w i th  great d iscip l ine m eans 
p rotect ing the footbal l , and we d idn?t 
do that today.?

 Going in to week two, M ar y land 
had what was though t to be an  even  
tougher  task than  the last  week ahead 
of  them : welcom ing in  fel low 0 -1 team  
M in n esota, who has one of  the best 
quar ter back- receiver  duos in  the 
nat ion  w i th  Tanner  M or gan  and 
Rashod Batem an . I n  add i t ion  to th is 
p roblem  that the Ter ps were going to 
have to f ace defensively, the ongoing 
quar ter back con trover sy was elevated 
w i th  Tagovai loa?s str uggles the week 
before. M any fans were m ak ing the 
case for  the team  to sw i tch  to L ance 
L eGenre, the for m er  star  of  the 
N etf l i x show Q B1, to take over  as the 
star t ing quar ter back however, 
L ocksley issued a poin t  of  con f idence 
in  h is star ter  the week of  the gam e. 
?H e ear ned the r igh t  to be our  star t ing 
quar ter back,? he said . ?D id  the th ings 
that we though t would  give us the best 
chance to w in .? 

 L ocksley m ade sure to assure that 
i f  the team  was able to f i x i ts key 
p roblem  of  d iscip l ine, the Ter ps had a 
chance to w in . O n  nat ional  telev ision , 
they were going to have to p rove that 
last  week was a f luke, and that they 
cou ld  com pete in  a rough  Big Ten  
schedule. 

To star t  the gam e of f , the Ter ps 
d id  exact ly  what they needed to do, 
d r iv ing down  the f ield  and scor ing a 
touchdown , to ecl ipse thei r  scor ing 
the p r ior  gam e in  just  one dr ive. T he 
of fensive p roduct ion , however, d idn?t 
stal l  af ter  the f i r st  d r ive l i ke i t  d id  the 
week before. T he M ar y land of fense 
was able to score touchdowns on  thei r  
next  two dr ives fol low ing, w i th  
exp losive p lays f rom  the l i kes of  
Tagovai loa and receiver  Jeshaun  Jones, 
to take a com m anding 21-7 lead in  just  

the f i r st  quar ter .
 But M innesota wasn?t going to 

al low the Ter ps to r un  away w i th  
th ings. O n  the back of  M oham ed 
I br ah im , the Golden  Gopher s? star  
r unn ing back and Good Counsel  
alum nus, they were able to str i ke back 
for  th ree str aigh t touchdowns of  thei r  
own  to take a lead og 28-21 going in to 
hal f  t im e, assur ing that th is gam e 
would  becom e a shootout. T hen  af ter  
a back and for th  second hal f , the gam e 
wen t in to over t im e, t ied  at  38.

 M ar y land was the f i r st  team  w i th  
the bal l  in  over t im e and was able to 
put the p ressure on  M innesota af ter  
Tagovai loa r an  i t  in to the end zone 
f rom  two yards out. M innesota, now 
down  7, needed to str i ke back and 
keep the gam e m oving along. T he f i r st  
p lay star ted  of f  p rom ising for  the 
Golden  Gopher s, get t ing a f i r st  down  
on  a pass to Batem an . T hen  af ter  a 
f ive yard  r ush  and penal ty, I br ah im  
was able to push  i t  in  f r om  just  two 
yards out. T hat brough t on  Brock 
W alker , M innesota?s nor m al ly  rel iable 
k icker , to br ing i t  in to the second 
over t im e. But he wasn?t able to 
connect, and the Ter ps r ushed the 
f ield , celebr at ing thei r  f i r st  w in  of  the 
season , and thei r  f i r st  in  over  a 
calendar  year . 

M ar y land was able to knock of f  
M innesota 45-44 of f  the back of  a 
bounce back gam e f rom  Tagovai loa, 
in  wh ich  he th rew for  394 yards and 
th ree touchdowns, and r an  for  59 
yards and two T D s. T he w in  brough t 
in  m uch  needed m om en tum  and 
becam e a testam en t to L ocksley 's 
coach ing abi l i ty. T h is m om en tum  
would  need to car r y  over  in to the next 
gam e, as the Ter ps would  f ace thei r  
r ivals, Pen n  State. 

Penn  State at  0 -2 needed a bounce 
back gam e ver sus M ar y land. 
M ar y land was look ing for  a signature 
w in  against  a team  that they were 
h istor ical ly  2-40 -1 against . Tau l ia 
would  need to recap ture h is m agic 
f r om  the week before. 

And that i s exact ly  what he d id , 
th row ing for  282 yards and th ree 
touchdowns as the Ter ps knocked of f  
Penn  State 35-19 in  one of  the biggest 
w ins in  school  h istor y. I n  add i t ion  to 
the stel lar  per for m ance f rom  Taul ia, 

f r eshm an  Rak im  Jar ret t  broke out for  
144 yards and two touchdowns, also 
w inn ing Big Ten  Freshm an  Player  of  
the week and the 247Spor ts Tr ue 
Freshm an  of  the W eek. O utside of  
Tagovai loa and Jar ret t  on  of fense, Jake 
Funk, the redsh i r t  Sen ior  D am ascus 
Alum nus, has p roven  h im sel f  as a 
for ce to be reckoned w i th  now that 
he?s f inal ly  heal thy. Funk r an  for  80  
yards and a touchdown  vs the N i t tany 
L ions and was able to open  up  the 
of fense, by forcing Penn  State's 
defense to not be aggressive as they 
would  have l i ked  to be.

T he Ter ps defensively  were able 
to hold  the Penn  State's r ush ing 
of fense to under  10 0  yards, a d r ast ic 
im provem en t f r om  the f i r st  two weeks 
of  the season  where they gave up  over  
250  yards each  gam e. T h is defensive 
strongpoin t  was able to outweigh  the 
Penn  State passing at tack wh ich  wen t 
for  340  yards. I n  add i t ion  to th is, the 
Ter ps defense was able to get thei r  
f i r st  takeaways of  the season , w i th  two 
in tercep t ions and one fum ble 
recover y. 

W i th  that  m om en tum  of  two huge 
w ins, the Ter ps then  were scheduled  
to host the r anked th ree team  in  the 
coun tr y, O h io State. H owever, due to 
posi t ive COVID  cases in  the team , the 
gam e was canceled  w i thout a chance 
for  i t  to be rescheduled  due to the 
al ready sm al l  schedule. T he team  
hasn?t been  able to p r act ice in  the last  
week, quar an t ined at  T he H otel  at  
Col lege Par k . T h is outbreak is a huge 
d isappoin tm en t to the p rogr am  wh ich  
was on  a rol l  and hoped to br ing that 
ener gy to O h io State and tr y  and 
shock the wor ld  for  the th i r d  str aigh t 
week. 

T he COVID  outbreak for  the 
Ter ps d idn 't  stop  af ter  the O h io State 
week.  Af ter  15 p layer s and coach  
L ocksley tested  posi t ive th is week, the 
M ar y land Ath let ic D epar tm en t 
canceled  th is  weekend 's gam e vs. 
M ich igan  State.  M ar y land w i l l  look to 
get ever yone heal thy in  th is upcom ing 
week to be back, ready to p r act ice for  
thei r  gam e  on  the  28th  at  I n d i an a. 
Af ter  that , the Ter ps w i l l   r ound out 
thei r  season  p lay ing two D ecem ber  
gam es against  M ich igan  and Ru tger s.
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A t h l et e of  t h e M on t h
N O V E M B E R  2 0 , 2 0 2 0

Pr of i l es of  T w o Q O  
Col l ege A th let i c Com m i tm en ts

BY KEN DAL L  L UM SD EN  
Senior Staff Writer

FO O T BA L L
Demeioun ?Chop? Robinson, 2021 Will Simpkins, 2021

Sen ior  D em eioun  ?Chop? Robinson  star ted  p lay ing footbal l  at  a young age and 
fel l  in  love w i th  i t  f r om  the star t . H e knew r igh t  away that he ?wan ted to con t inue 
to do what I  love th roughout m y whole l i fe.? Robinson  received num erous of fer s 
f r om  top  schools such  as Alabam a, Clem son , O regon , O h io State, Tennessee, 
M ar y land, etc. Robinson  rem in isces on  ?wor k [ing] m y whole l i fe to get where I ?m  
at?, but  recal ls al l  the at ten t ion  to be a bi t  over whelm ing not know ing wh ich  school  
would  be the best for  h im . H e was top  r anked for  h is posi t ion  in  the coun tr y  and 
had al l  eyes on  h im . Af ter  an t icipat ion  al l  across the nat ion , he decided to com m i t  
to Un iver si ty  of  M ar y land due to the ?m any great oppor tun i t ies even  i f  footbal l  
doesn?t wor k out.. I t?s hom e and noth ing is better  than  hom e.?

Sen ior  W i l l  Sim pk ins grew up  watch ing h is brother  p lay footbal l  in  
h igh  school , insp i r ing h im  to do the sam e, l i t t le d id  he know i t  would  be 
som eth ing to change h is l i fe. H e p layed in  h igh  school  fo l low ing h is 
brother ?s footsteps, but decid ing ?to go on to col lege was m y choice 
because I  am  ready to take any chal lenges at  the next level ,? Sim pk ins 
said . Sim pk ins obtained m ul t ip le scholar sh ip  footbal l  of fer s th roughout 
the ACC, but knew that Un iver si ty  of  V i r gin ia would  be the r igh t  p lace to 
con t inue h is career  because he descr ibes the feel ing of  the cam pus and 
the idea of  p lay ing as a Caval ier  as the ?m ost com for table? and f i t t ing for  
h im . 

For more information, contact Ms. Cooley-Klein at 
megan_m_cooley-k lein@mcpsmd.org.
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