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COVI D -19 vacci n es sp r ead  acr oss th e 
Un i ted  States

     O n  D ecem ber  11, the l igh t  at  the 
end of  the tunnel  seem ed to appear  in  
the Un i ted  States regard ing the 
COVID -19 cr isis, as the Pf izer  vaccine 
had just  been  approved for  
d istr ibut ion  across the Un i ted  States 
th rough  an  Em er gency Use 
Author izat ion . T h is supposed vaccine 
has been  talked about for  m on ths, yet  
now the Un i ted  States has not one, but 
two possible COVID -19 vaccines that 
are being ci r cu lated  th roughout the 
coun tr y, as the M oder na vaccine was 
approved for  d istr ibut ion  on  
D ecem ber  18. 

    Shor t ly  thereaf ter  the Pf izer  
vaccine was approved, a cr i t i cal  care 
nur se by the nam e of  Sandr a L indsay 
was the f i r st  per son  in  the Un i ted  
States to receive any sor t  of  COVID -19 
vaccine on  D ecem ber  14. T he 
m om en tous occasion  was broadcast 
l i ve on  telev ision  at  around 9:30  AM  
f rom  the N ew Yor k hosp i tal  she 
obtained i t . 

    Accord ing to the CD C, the 
recom m ended gu idel ines to fol low 
wh i lst  deter m in ing wh ich  ci t i zens can  
get the vaccine f i r st  are separ ated  in to 
phases. Fi r st , Phase 1a goes to 
H eal thcare Per sonnel  and L ong-Ter m  

Care Faci l i ty  Residen ts. Phase 1b 
fol lows su i t , and recom m ends that 
f r on t l ine essen t ial  wor ker s and peop le 
over  75 year s of  age obtain  i t  next . 
Final ly, Phase 1c goes to peop le aged 

65-74 year s of  age, peop le ages 16-64 
w i th  under ly ing m ed ical  cond i t ions, 
and other  essen t ial  wor ker s. O nce the 
supp ly  i s no longer  l im i ted , the CD C 
w i l l  com e out w i th  a f ur ther  detai led  
synopsis of  when  regu lar  peop le are 
expected to get the vaccine.   Est im ates 
state that  the rest  of  the populat ion  
should  not expect to be given  the 

vaccine un t i l  sp r ing or  sum m er  20 21. 
Pf izer  claim s that the Un i ted  States 
should  expect there to be hundreds of  
m i l l ions of  COVID -19 vaccines in  
ci r cu lat ion  in  the U.S. by late 20 21.

    

Both  the Pf izer  and M oder na vaccines 
requ i re two doses in  order  for  i t  to be 
ef fect ive, star t ing w i th  one p r im er  
shot, and then  a second shot fol low ing. 
T he f i r st  shot i s requ i red  to help  the 
body recogn ize the v i r us and i ts 
m akeup, and the second shot i s to 
strengthen  the body?s im m une system  
against  i t  and f igh t  the v i r us. T he t im e 

in  between  the shots a per son  is 
requ i red  to wai t  i s 21 days for  Pf izer , 
and 28 days for  M oder na. Both  
vaccines have also repor ted  side 
ef fects, includ ing m inor  headaches 
and join t  pain . 
  N ow that the vaccines are here and 
d istr ibut ion  has star ted , m any have 
asked when  l i fe w i l l  f u l ly  retur n  to 
nor m al . D r . An thony Fauci  , the 
d i rector  of  the N at ional  I nst i tu te of  
Al ler gy and I n fect ious D iseases, said  
that  he doesn?t expect l i fe to be 10 0 % 
nor m al un t i l  f al l  20 21. I f  the spread of  
the vaccines across the coun tr y  goes 
sm ooth ly  and ef f i cien t ly, that  t im e 
f r am e m ay be m oved up  in  
accordance w i th  vaccine ef fect iveness 
and gover nm en t decisions. 

 T he Pf izer  and M oder na vaccines 
being approved and adm in istered was 
a sur p r isingly  posi t ive aspect to com e 
at the end of  20 20 , and signals a m ore 
concrete t im e f r am e for  when  the 
coronavi r us pandem ic, and thus the 
need for  social  d istancing and 
m ask-wear ing, w i l l  end. M eanwh i le, a 
vaccine spear headed by Astr aZ eneca is 
gain ing approval  in  M exico and the 
U.K., lead ing to a possible 
author izat ion  to be head ing closer  for  
the U.S. T he end is cer tain ly  near ; the 
coun tr y  as a whole just  needs to hold  
on  for  a l i t t le wh i le longer. 

W i l l  we retur n  or  w i l l  we rem ain  
the sam e? T he M CPS Board  of  
Educat ion  has m ade a decision : 
in -per son  instr uct ion  w i l l  take p lace 
for  paren ts who wan t thei r  k ids in  
school , p rov ided the COVID -19 case 
r ates f al l  below the requ i red  levels. 

T he M CPS COVID  dashboard  
p rov ides a char t  show ing the 14-day 
r aw aver age of  new cases. T he char t  
shows that i f  the num ber  of  cases is 
above 52 per  10 0 ,0 0 0  residen ts, 
schools w i l l  l im i t  the capaci ty  of  
studen ts in  the bu i ld ings and consider  
v i r tual  instr uct ion . I f  the num ber s 
con t inue to grow, al l  studen ts w i l l  
con t inue rem ote lear n ing. 

 T he d istr i ct  w i l l  star t  br inging 
som e studen ts back for  in -per son  
instr uct ion . T he retur n  w i l l  focus 
solely  on  studen ts in  speci f i c Special  
Educat ion  and Career  Technology 
Educat ion  (CT E) Progr am s. T here?s a 
possibi l i ty  for  lar ger  groups of  

studen ts to begin  phasing in  on  
Febr uar y 1, but  the Board  w i l l  not  
m ake a f inal  decision  un t i l  af ter  i ts 

m eet ing on  Januar y 12. 
 I n  ear ly  N ovem ber, the board  sen t 

out a paren t p reference sur vey that let  
paren ts choose whether  or  not they 
wan t to send thei r  ch i ld / ch i ld ren  back 
to in -per son  lear n ing. Resul ts showed 
that 63,760  (50 .2%) of  paren ts chose to 
rem ain  v i r tual  on ly, wh i le 63,352 
(49.8%) paren ts chose the par t ial  
in -per son  p lan . O ver  25,0 0 0  
paren ts ind icated  that they 
needed tr anspor tat ion . O ver al l , 
76.7% of  paren ts subm i t ted  a 
response wh i le 23.3% d id  not. O f  
those 23.3%, the Board  w i l l  assum e 
that group  w i l l  wan t to rem ain  
v i r tual . 

 I n  an  in ter v iew w i th  D erek 
Tur ner, Ch ief  of  Engagem en t, 
I nnovat ion , and O per at ions, he 
included h is and the BO E's 
though ts on  the resu l ts of  the 

Paren t Preference Sur vey. 
 ?W e actual ly  th ink i t?s qu i te 

in terest ing," he said . "W hen  we got 
the sur vey data back, i t  was 
sur p r ising to us: we though t i t  was 
going to be seven ty to th i r ty, but  i t  
was a f i f ty - f i f ty  sp l i t .? 

O n  a scale f r om  1 -  10 , Tur ner  
would  r ate the sur vey 's success at  an  
8.5.

?T he response r ates were wel l  
above [expectat ions], but  i t  st i l l  shows 
that there is a gap  that we can  bu i ld  
upon  to reach  our  com m un i t ies,? said  
Tur ner . 

H e added on , say ing, ?I  th ink a 

cor relat ion  would  be how to connect 
to f am i l ies who m aybe d idn?t 
under stand or  engage w i th  the 
m essage of  the sur vey.? 

 Even  though  noth ing is sol id  at  
th is t im e, ever yone is tak ing 
ever y th ing step  by step  and m aybe 
there is hope for  studen ts and staf f  to 
have som e nor m alcy in  20 21.  

Nurse Sandra Lindsay receives the first-ever COVID -19 vaccine in the United 
States. 

 NDTV.com

By NATALI A GARCI A
Staff Writer

Back- to-sch ool  p lan s: Resu l ts f r om  th e M CPS su r vey 
M CPS Chief of Engagement shares his thoughts on the results of the Parent Preference Survey 

By JAY M OT I WALA
Senior Staff Writer
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PO C& : Fai th  Jon es on  bei n g an  A f r i can -A m er i can  
w om an  i n  a w or ld  w i th  a W h i te stan dar d

She r ushes to the basem en t, 
heed ing the hushed request of  her  
juven i le brother s. Reach ing the 
bottom  of  her  stai r s, she not ices a 
sigh t ?  teenager s sneak ing in  th rough  
the basem en t door  ?  that  not on ly  
p iques her  in terest  but em power s her  
m isch ievous m ind to develop  a 
seem ingly  i r r efu table p lan . L ook ing 
in to the eyes of  her  naive brother s, 
she sm i r ks at  thei r  desper ate 
non -ver bal  p leas for  her  si lence. 
H old ing her  r igh t  hand up  and 
r ubbing her  f inger s together , she 
ind icates the p r ice for  her  si lence and 
bouncer  dut ies. T hey knew the dr i l l : 
wal lets cam e out and Fai th  Jones?s 
brother s rem ained happy for  that  
n igh t. As Jones, a Q O  sen ior ,  to ld  of  
her  exper ience grow ing up  as the 
youngest of  th ree sibl ings, she relayed 
her  youth  w i th  p r ide, cal l ing at ten t ion  
to her  dexterous sp i r i t . 

Un for tunately, en tw ined w i th in  
those tr ium phan t m om en ts, sober ing 
m em or ies stain  her  other w ise joy fu l  
ch i ldhood, the f undam en tal  one being 
the day she cam e hom e and found her  
f ather 's r ing f inger  bare. Cal l ing 
at ten t ion  to i t , Jones p leaded w i th  her  
f ather  to put i t  back on . But w i th  a 
sur ly  at t i tude, he requested that she 
leave h im  alone. I n i t ial ly, Jones d idn?t 
register  what h is naked f inger  

sign i f ied . I t  wasn?t for  som e t im e that 
she would  real i ze that  what cam e of f  
w i th  that  r ing wasn?t sim p ly  an  
expensive band, but 25 year s of  
supposed happ iness, together ness, 
and unconquer able love. Al though  
those idy l l i c f am i l ial  char acter ist i cs 
per sisted  af ter  the paper s were signed, 
i t  was never  the sam e for  Jones and 
her  
percep t ion  
of  the wor ld  
and love.

From  a 
ver y young 
age, Jones 
was 
in troduced 
to m any 
adu l t  
r eal i t ies. 
I nside her  
hom e, her  
paren ts 
wen t 
th rough  a 
ver y bi t ter  
and 
unexpected d ivorce, and before she 
was bor n , her  older  brother  d ied  on ly  
weeks af ter  h is bi r th . O utside, the 
wor ld?s W h i te par ad igm  deep ly  
af fected  her  cu l tur al  exper ience as a 
Black gi r l , and now as a Black wom an . 
Al though  Jones?s upbr inging p rov ided 
her  w i th  the oppor tun i ty  for  
acceler ated  independence, i t  also 
al lowed her  to close her  hear t  of f  to 
m any.

Jones has grown  up  in  the N or th  
Potom ac area her  en t i r e l i fe, at tend ing 
the p r im ar y schools that  feed in to 
Q O , the excep t ion  being 6th  gr ade, 
when  she at tended a school  in  
Freder ick . Going to elem en tar y school  
at  T hur good M ar shal l , r acism  was not 
an  em phat ic par t  of  Jones?s 
exper ience. D esp i te hav ing a 
com pletely  W h i te f r iend group , Jones 
unabashed ly  expressed her  p r ide and 
love for  her  Af r i can  Am er ican  iden t i ty  
and Af r ican  cu l tur al  her i tage. Aside 
f rom  her  one noxious af f ai r  w i th  a 
f lat- i r on  ?  too m uch  heat for  her  
cur ls to hand le ?  she found her  
appear ance to be another  th ing to take 
insur m oun table p r ide in . 

I t  wasn?t un t i l  m idd le school , she 
says, that  the dev ious ?m odel  gi r l? 
began  to take over . Tor n  between  two 

iden t i t ies ?  one, f ind ing solace in  the 
encour agem en t of  her  m other ?s words 
and the other  r idd led  w i th  the l ies of  
system ic r acism  ?  m ade f ind ing and 
lov ing her sel f  qu i te a chal lenge. 
D ur ing her  shor t- l i ved  t im e in  a 
m ajor i ty -PO C m idd le school  in  
Freder ick , a new n icknam e in fused 
her  conver sat ions: oreo. Gener al ly, 

th is label  i s 
app l ied  to Black 
and 

Af r ican -Am er ican  peop le who don?t 
f i t  society?s m onol i th ic def in i t ion  of  a 
Black ind iv idual . Pr agm atical ly  put, 
when  one is not ?ghetto,? uses p roper  
gr am m ar, i sn?t loud and angr y, and 
excels in  school , they are deem ed an  
?oreo? ?  m ean ing that they are 
?W h i te? on  the inside, Black on  the 
outside. And once she m ade i t  to 
Ridgeview M idd le School , the sam e 
fal lacious m onol i th  invaded m any of  
her  new f r iendsh ips. ?[O ne gi r l ]  to ld  
m e I  don?t act  l i ke the other  Black gi r ls 
?  that  I ?m  n ice,? Jones said . Al though  
r acist  com m en ts l i ke these passed 
Jones by at  that  age, she recal ls thei r  
W h i te suprem acist  under tones qu i te 
clear ly  now. 

M oving to h igh  school , Jones 
becam e com pletely  aware of  the 
wor ld?s abhor rence of  Black peop le, 
feel ing the br un t of  both  th is ignor an t 
classi f i cat ion  and exclusionar y 
standards of  beauty. At tend ing 
p redom inan t ly  W h i te schools for  
m ost of  her  l i fe, she was constan t ly  
sur rounded by a l inear ized standard  
of  beauty. L ook ing around her , beauty 
supposed ly  on ly  cam e in  a few 
packages: being W h i te or  
l igh t- sk inned, w i th  bonus poin ts for  
being blonde, or  hav ing l igh t  eyes or  
an  hour glass f igure. 

T h is standard  took a tol l  on  Jones?s 
sel f -percep t ion . ?I?ve str uggled  so 
m uch  w i th  the way I ?ve looked?  I  
though t I  looked so d i f feren t f r om  
ever yone [because] I ?m  not W h i te,? 
she said . ?I  though t I  was such  an  ugly  
per son  because I  wasn?t l igh t- sk in  
Black .? A par adoxical  beauty standard  
deceived her  in to bel iev ing that she 
was h ideous ?  Jones was tor n  by the 
feel ings that she was sim ul taneously  
too Black and not Black enough . 

For tunately, af ter  year s of  
r e- t r ain ing her  br ain , Jones has 
real ized not on ly  her  wor th  but her  
incom par able beauty. ?N ow, I ?m  ver y 
m uch  l i ke, ?O h  you?re p ret ty, you look 
so cute today.? I  look in  the m i r ror  and 
I  l i ter al ly  say that to m ysel f ,? she said . 

T h is year  in  par t i cu lar  has 
t rem endously  increased Jones?s 
con f idence as wel l . ?20 20  has been  a 
blessing in  d isgu ise because i t  has 
m ade m e appreciate m ysel f , m y 
wor th , and m y r ace in  a whole 
d i f feren t way,? she added. 

Al though  beauty was a par t  of  
Jones?s exper ience, she also found 
her sel f  excel l ing academ ical ly  ?  
wh ich  cam e as a sur p r ise to m any of  
her  W h i te peer s who bel ieved her  to 
be un in tel l igen t. ?W hen  you get to 
cer tain  AP classes?  and there aren?t 
that  m any Black k ids in  AP classes?  
[som e W h i te peop le] look at  you l i ke 
you?re dum b,? Jones said . She also 
recal led  feel ing a sense of  doubt f r om  
her  W h i te classm ates regard ing her  
abi l i ty  to excel  in  her  Advanced 
Placem en t classes. 

And along w i th  thei r  r eluctance to 
bel ieve in  her  capabi l i t ies, the 
cur r icu lum  wasn?t m uch  help  ei ther . 
?Ever y t im e we lear n  about a Black 
per son , we can?t lear n  about som eone 
who was ?above?; we have to lear n  
about som eone [f igh t ing] in  the Civ i l  
Righ ts m ovem en t,? she said .

Jones, along w i th  m any other s, i s 
exci ted  to star t  a new chapter  in  the 
f al l  of  20 21: she p lans to en rol l  in  a 
four-year  col lege in  the hopes of  
becom ing a nur se. She is exci ted  
about m eet ing new peop le and 
expand ing her  global  per spect ive. 
Using the underest im at ion  of  her  h igh  
school  peer s as m ot ivat ion  for  her  
success, Jones is deter m ined to be a 
par t  of  changing the nar r at ive for  
Black wom en  in  the year s to com e as 
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I  can 't  bel i eve i t 's 20 21!

T he year  20 20  w i l l  def in i tely  be 
one to rem em ber  or  one peop le hope 
to for get... 

L et 's take a d ive back to the 
beginn ing of  20 20  and recap  th is 
cr azy year. Star t ing in  Januar y, we had 
w i ld f i r es upon  w i ld f i r es bur n ing 18.6 
m i l l ion  hectares and k i l l i ng 1 bi l l i on  
an im als. T hen , on  Januar y 26, nat ional  
news paneled  to a dead ly  hel i cop ter  

cr ash  that k i l led  n ine peop le includ ing 
legendar y hal l  of  f am er  Kobe Br yan t. 
T h is hor r i f i c even t was fol lowed by 
Presiden t D onald  Tr um p attack ing an  
I r an ian  gener al  w i th  a drone, alm ost 
causing the star t  of  W or ld  W ar  3. 
H owever, let 's not for get the wor st  of  
i t  al l : the global  pandem ic known  as 

the coronavi r us (COVID -19), wh ich  
wor ldw ide has in fected  upwards of  70  
bi l l ion  peop le, led  to over  1.5 m i l l ion  
deaths, and took over  the rest  of  our  
20 20 .

 T he pandem ic has caused al l  
nor m al  l i fe act iv i ty  to stop , tak ing k ids 
out of  school  and paren ts out of  wor k . 
Sen ior  Alyssa D al in  expressed her  
sadness by exp lain ing how she has 
?looked for ward  to sen ior  year  ever  
since [she] was a f r eshm an? and that i t  
?sucks how isolated  school  feels, along 
w i th  not gett ing any of  the f un  sen ior  
year  p r iv i leges l i ke si t t ing in  the f ron t 
for  footbal l  gam es, sen ior  
hom ecom ing, or  even  gett ing to p lay 

[her ] sen ior  year  of  f ield  hockey.? 
O n  the com plete opposi te end, we 

have f reshm en  who m ay have never  
even  stepped foot in to the school . 
Freshm en  Soph ia L agas exp lained she 
feels ?ver y d isconnected f rom  the rest  
of  the school  and the teacher s, hav ing 
never  m et m ost of  her  fel low 

classm ates before or  any of  her  
teacher s.? 

H owever, w i th  al l  th is t r agedy that 
20 20  has caused, som e cou ld  say we 
are end ing the year  on  the best note 
we cou ld , w i th  the newly found and 

approved coronavi r us vaccines.  
Jun ior  D enn is K i r k i s exci ted  to 
hopefu l ly  ?have a nor m al  sen ior  year  
and be back in  school  thanks to the 
vaccine.? W e also have even ts such  as 
the possibi l i ty  of  r etur n ing to school  
before the 20 21 school  year  ends, 
t r avel  bans being l i f ted , and a sigh t of  
nor m al  l i fe retur n ing to look for ward  
to in  the year  20 21.

O ver al l , I  guess you cou ld  say 
20 20  was p ret ty  aw fu l  year  but, as we 

en ter  20 21, the f u ture is look ing 
br igh ter .

By M ADDY FREEDM AN
Senior Staff Writer

PSCI.COM
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Biden 's Cab in et  N om in at i on s By RI LEY SM I T H  
Staff Writer

Gen . L loyd  Au st i n  -  Secr etar y  of  D ef en se   

       

A ge: 67

Edu cat i on : Aubur n  Un iver si ty, W est Poin t

Bio : A ret i r ed  four-star  gener al , i f  con f i r m ed Gen . Aust in  would  
be the f i r st  Af r i can  Am er ican  Secretar y of  D efense. Aust in  was 
the head of  the U.S. Cen tr al  Com m and and m i l i tar y  for ces in  
I r aq. D ue to the f act  that  Aust in  on ly  ret i r ed  four  year s ago, he 
would  need a special  waiver  passed by Congress, since feder al  
law requ i res seven  year s of  r et i r em en t f r om  act ive duty  before 
tak ing the posi t ion . 

Fu n  Fact : Gen . Aust in  has a habi t  of  r efer r ing to h im sel f  in  the 
th i r d  per son . 
             

X av ier  Beccer a -  Secr etar y  of  H eal th  an d  H u m an  
Ser v i ces (H H S)

A ge: 62

Edu cat i on : Un iver si ty  of  Salam anca, Stan ford  Un iver si ty, Stan ford  
L aw School  

Bio : Beccer a is a for m er  Congressm an  and cur ren t Attor ney 
Gener al  of  Cal i for n ia, hav ing taken  over  the role f r om  VP-elect  
Kam ala H ar r is. Beccer a was even  once considered to be the new 
D em ocr at ic Speaker  of  the H ouse. As Secretar y of  H H S, Becer r a is 
l i kely  to have a big role in  our  coun tr y?s vaccine d istr ibut ion  and 
COVID -19 recover y p lans. 

Fu n  Fact : Beccer a was the f i r st  m em ber  of  h is f am i ly  to at tend 
col lege. 

A n th on y B l i n ken  -  Secr etar y  of  State

A ge: 58 

Edu cat i on : H ar vard  Un iver si ty, Colum bia L aw School  

Bio : Bl inken  star ted  h is career  as both  a lawyer  and jour nal ist . H e was 
later  tapped by Presiden t Cl in ton  to wor k on  h is N at ional  Secur i ty  
Counci l  and then  ser ved as the Staf f  D i rector  for  the Senate Foreign  
Relat ions Com m i t tee when  Biden  was the chai r m an  of  the com m i t tee. 
D ur ing the O bam a presidency, Bl inken  ser ved as D eputy N at ional  
Secur i ty  Advisor  as wel l  as D eputy Secretar y of  State. 

Fu n  Fact : Bl inken  is an  av id  gu i tar  p layer  and has th ree songs on  
Spot i f y  under  the nam e Abl inken .

Pete Bu t t i gi eg -  Secr etar y  of  T r an sp or tat i on

A ge: 38 

Edu cat i on : H ar vard  Un iver si ty, O xford  Un iver si ty  

Bio : For m er  D em ocr at ic cand idate for  Presiden t and M ayor  of  South  
Bend, I nd iana, i f  con f i r m ed Butt igieg w i l l  be the f i r st  open ly  gay m em ber  
of  a Presiden t?s cabinet. Butt igieg also ser ved in  the N avy, where he 
at tained the r ank of  L ieutenan t. W hen  r unn ing for  Presiden t, Butt igeg 
p roposed a $1 tr i l l i on  in f r astr ucture p lan  to d i rect  feder al  f unds to state 
and local  gover nm en ts for  t r anspor tat ion , clean  water , and expand ing 
in ter net access. 

Fu n  Fact : Butt igieg is considered a hyper polyglot  as he can  speak near ly  
eigh t languages. 

D eb H aalan d  -  Secr etar y  of  th e I n ter i or  

A ge: 60

Edu cat i on : T he Un iver si ty  of  N ew M exico, Un iver si ty  of  N ew M exico 
L aw School  

Bio : H aaland began  her  career  in  pol i t i cs in  20 12 when  she was 
appoin ted  the N ew M exico vote d i rector  for  N at ive Am er icans for  
Presiden t O bam a?s reelect ion  cam paign . I n  20 15 H aaland ser ved two 
ter m s as the chai r  of  the D em ocr at ic Par ty  of  N ew M exico. From  
20 18-20 20  H aaland ser ved in  the H ouse of  Represen tat ives for  N ew 
M exico?s f i r st  congressional  d istr i ct , wh ich  m ade her  one of  the f i r st  
two N at ive Am er ican  wom en  to be elected  to the H ouse of  
Represen tat ives. H aaland is a m em ber  of  the L aguna Pueblo t r ibe and 
i f  con f i r m ed w i l l  be the f i r st  nat ive Secretar y of  the I n ter ior . 

Fu n  Fact : H aaland is a 35th -gener at ion  N ew M exican .

A lejan d r o M ayor k as -  Secr etar y  of  H om elan d  
Secu r i ty  

A ge: 61

Edu cat i on : L oyola M ar ym oun t Un iver si ty, UC Ber keley, L oyola L aw 
School  

Bio : Bor n  in  Cuba, i f  con f i r m ed M ayor kas w i l l  be both  the f i r st  L at ino 
and im m igr an t to hold  the posi t ion . M ayor kas was appoin ted  by 
Presiden t Cl in ton  as U.S. Attor ney for  the Cen tr al  D istr i ct  of  Cal i for n ia, 
wh ich  m ade h im  the coun tr y 's youngest U.S. Attor ney. H e later  wen t on  to 
ser ve as D eputy Secretar y of  H om eland Secur i ty  and then  as the D i rector  
of  the U.S. Ci t i zensh ip  and Im m igr at ion  Ser v ices (USCIS). As d i rector  of  
USCIS, he over saw the h istor ic im p lem en tat ion  of  the DACA progr am .

Fu n  Fact : I n  h is f r ee t im e, M ayor kas p lays tenn is and squash , and he is 
also an  av id  r unner.

Jan et  Yel l en  -  Secr etar y  of  th e T r easu r y  

A ge: 74

Edu cat i on : Brown  Un iver si ty, Ph .D . in  Econom ics at  Yale Un iver si ty

Bio : Janet Yel len  star ted  her  career  as an  assistan t p rofessor  at  H ar vard  
(1971-1977), she was then  recr u i ted  to jo in  the Feder al  Reser ve Board  in  
1977, where she m et her  husband N obel  Pr ize-w inn ing econom ist  
Geor ge Aker lof . I n  20 13, Yel len  was chosen  by Presiden t O bam a to 
becom e the f i r st  fem ale Chai r  of  the Feder al  Reser ve. I f  con f i r m ed, 
Yel len  w i l l  becom e the f i r st  fem ale Treasur y Secretar y.

Fu n  Fact : I n  1971, Yel len  was the on ly  wom an  in  her  class at  Yale to 
ear n  a PhD  in  econom ics.

Scan  th i s Q R code f or  l i ve u p dates f or  B i den 's 
cab in et  p i ck s

Ph oto Cr ed i ts: A lam y.com , W ik im ed ia Com m on s, an d  Getty  I m ages
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T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !
L I FET I M E PAT RO N S

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie?s Backyard  BBQ
A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown  

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D ?Cr uz Fam i ly
Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son

Ju l ie D in tam in
T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , &  L auren  D eVi to
D iane &  D ave Faulkner

T he Fawley Fam i ly  
T he Feingold  Fam i ly  
T he Fier stein  Fam i ly  

Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein  
Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an  

D onna &  Chr is Fur nas 
Br yn  Gaer tner  

Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, L L C N anette &  
D avid  Gi l les 

T he Golan  Fam i ly
T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly
Robin  H ieder

T he H or an  Fam i ly
T he H um phreys Fam i ly

T he H wang Fam i ly
Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson
T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly

Susan  Katz
Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner
T he Kennedy Fam i ly

T he Kim  Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal
T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian

T he L ake Fam i ly
L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom
T he L oeb Fam i ly

Karen  L oggia
T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel
T he M i l ls Fam i ly

T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly
T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly
Br ian  M onk Jan ice M onk 
M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk 
Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala 

M T U T RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion  
I n  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees 

El isa N iem tzow 
T he N y land Fam i ly  

Alex O kun  
T he Par ker  Fam i ly  

N ina Paul  
I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins 

D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke 
Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa

T he Pr ice Fam i ly  
T he Purdy Fam i ly  

Anne &  Bob Q uinn  
L aur a Rister  

Jam ie Rosen thal  
T he Rudn ic Fam i ly  

T he Schneibolk Fam i ly  
M indy Stoler  

T he Str im p le Fam i ly  
Patr icia Shaf fer  

N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

20 20 -21 
PAT RO N S

W ant to see 
your  nam e here?

Becom e a patron  of  T he 
Prowler by f i l l i ng out the 

for m  below. T hank you for  
suppor t ing studen t 

jour nal ism !

BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER!

Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School  c/ o T he Prowler , or  
d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am es(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper

- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)
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En  Esp añ ol : L a m agia de l a d i ver si dad

Estados Un idos es conocido com o 
una potencia o com o el  país de las 
opor tun idades, pero sobre todo es un  
país con  una gr an  d iver sidad, pues 
t iene una gr an  m ezcla de otr as 
cu l tur as, ya que habi tan  per sonas de 
d i feren tes or ígenes y creencias.

En  cuan to a Q uince O rchard   
H igh  School  es lo m ism o pues 
tam bién  hay gr an  d iver sidad, hay 
alum nos de d i feren tes países que 
t ienen  otr as cu l tur as, d isím i l  for m as 

de v ida, d i feren tes rel igiones  y  hablan  
d i feren tes id iom as. Todo eso es  lo que 
hace a este colegio un  m ejor  lugar  
pues así com o la var iedad de 
op in iones im por tan , tam bién  la 
var iedad de cu l tur as; adem ás, que es  
un  lugar  en  donde podem os aprender  
y  conviv i r  m ás con  per sonas de otr as 
r azas que hablan  d ist in tos id iom as y 
que t ienen  una for m a d i feren te de ver  
las cosas.

D esde el  m om en to en  el  que 
escucham os a un  com pañero en  clase 
hablando otro id iom a o hablando de 
las t r ad iciones que hay en  su país, nos 
dam os cuen ta de la var iedad de r azas 
que hay en  el  colegio, que la 

d iver sidad está ah í y  que sin  el la no 
ser íam os el  colegio que som os.

L as d i ferencias son  las que nos 
hacen  ún icos, son  lo que hace a 
Am ér ica un  país d iver so, por  lo tan to, 
una com un idad y escuela d iver sa.

Podem os obser var  la d iver sidad 
en  la escuela cuando vem os la clase de 
español , ch ino, f r ancés y  vem os la 
var iedad de alum nos que se reúnen  en  
un  m ism o lugar  par a aprender  un  
id iom a que p robablem en te no son  de 
el los, o cuando escucham os  ?m aje,? 
?chévere,? ?bon jour ,? ????????????; 
sign i f i ca que hay alum nos de d ist in tos 
lugares que hablan  su id iom a en  un   
m ism o lugar.

Im agínate en  el  pasi l lo del  colegio 
y  obser va deten idam en te a tu  
al rededor.  Te dar ás cuen ta que has 
estado conviv iendo con  per sonas de 
d ist in tos lugares, que hablan  un  
id iom a d i feren te, que son  de una r aza 
d i feren te y  que t ienen  ideales que 
p robablem en te no sean  iguales que los 
de las dem ás per sonas, pero que 
tendr án  algo en  com ún . En  ese 
m om en to te quedar ás pensando en  
cuán  afor tunado eres de poder  
conviv i r  con  per sonas que no t ienen  
nada en  com ún  con t igo y  te sen t i r ás 
bien  con t igo m ism o porque sabr ás 
que eres ún ico y  que ?la v ida yace en  
la d iver sidad, no en  la m onoton ía."

By CAROLAI N RAM OS 
CONT RERAS
Estudiante de QO &  M iembre de 
Club de Conversación en Español

VIEWPOINT

Rioter s stor m  th e Cap i to l  bu i l d i n g
By SARA KLEM OW
Editor- in-Chief

O n Januar y 6, both  cham ber s of  
Congress gathered in  the U.S. Cap i tol  
to cer t i f y  the elector al  votes for  a Joe 
Biden  p residency. L ikew ise, thousands 
of  Tr um p suppor ter s also gathered at  
the Cap i tol  bu i ld ing to p rotest  against  
the resu l ts due to Tr um p?s un founded 
claim s of  elect ion  f r aud. H owever, 
these p rotests soon  becam e r iots.

Pol ice put up  fences to con trol  the 
crowds and back them  away f rom  the 
Cap i tol , but  the p rotester s m arched 
for ward , push ing both  the fences and 
the pol ice of f i cer s hold ing them  on  
the other  side. T he v iolen t crowd 
con t inued to the steps of  the Cap i tol , 
and even tual ly  they were able to 
stor m  in to the bu i ld ing.

Som e r ioter s invaded the of f i ces 
of  congresspeop le, such  as H ouse 
Speaker  N ancy Pelosi , break ing 
w indows and wr i t ing notes on  thei r  
desks. O ther s wen t in to the 
now-evacuated Senate cham ber. 

Im prov ised exp losive dev ices 
were also found in  the bu i ld ing,  
accord ing to law en forcem en t. 
Add i t ional ly, a wom an  was shot inside 
the Cap i tol  bu i ld ing by a m em ber  of  
law en forcem en t. She was in  cr i t i cal  
cond i t ion , and was later  declared dead 
that n igh t. 

?Five weapons were recovered 
f rom  the com plex, and around 13 
ar rests were m ade, D .C. pol i ce said . 
N one of  the peop le were residen ts of  
the d istr i ct ,? accord ing to N BC N ews.

Vice Presiden t M ike Pence and 
Senator  M i tch  M cConnel l  p rom ised to 

get back to wor k and f in ish  
W ednesday n igh t. T hey of f i cial ly  
cer t i f ied  the votes and con f i r m ed Joe 
Biden  as our  next p residen t. 

?To those who wreaked havoc in  
our  Cap i tol  today, you d id  not w in ,? 
said  Pence. ?Violence never  w ins. 
Freedom  w ins. And th is i s st i l l  the 
peop le?s house.? 

A n ote f r om  th e ed i tor s: 

To our  Q O  com m un i ty, W ednesday?s even ts were noth ing shor t  of  devastat ing. 
T he f reedom s of  speech  and assem bly are such  power fu l  r igh ts that  we value 
in  our  coun tr y, but  they should  never  be used to inci te v iolence. T he Cap i tol  
r iot ing was an  at tack on  our  dem ocr acy and we give i t  our  strongest 
condem nat ion . Am ongst the dar kness and d iv ision , p lease stay safe and choose 
together ness. 

Sincerely, Sar a Klem ow, M atthew M in ton , N atal ie Pr ice, and Ben  Strober

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOCALDVM.COM



By SARA KLEM OW   
Editor- in-chief

A m an  grows up  w i th  the values of  
being the strong p rotector  and 
breadw inner  of  h is hom e: society  says 
he is sex ist . A m an  grows up  in  touch  
w i th  h is fem in ine ener gy : society  says 
he is weak. Ch ivalr y  i s dead; society  
cheer s ?shoot down  the patr iar chy,? 
yet  com plains that  wom en  feel  unsafe 
due to a m an?s m ere p resence. T h is i s 
the double standard  m en  face today. 

T he m edia spot l igh ts two 
extrem es of  m ale gender  behavior : 
tox ic m ascu l in i ty  and ef fem inacy. I n  
today?s society, tox ic m ascu l in i ty  i s a 
ter m  used to descr ibe sex ism  and 
v iolence f rom  m en . M en  who act  
tough  and don?t show em otion  are ?too 
tr ad i t ional? for  som e peop le to not 

assum e they are v iolen t, aggressive, 
and out of  touch  w i th  thei r  em ot ions. 
M en  who were r aised to be 
gen t lem en , who open  the door  for  
wom en , and treat them  w i th  the 
u tm ost respect, are what som e 
consider  border l ine sex ist . Society  
does not give these m en  the benef i t  of  

the doubt, but  just  assum es thei r  
sim p le char acter  t r ai ts of  strength , 
ch ivalr y, and p rotect ive inst incts w i l l  

lead them  towards a l i fe of  tox ic 
m ascu l in i ty. 

M en  should  be al lowed to have 
these posi t ive m ascul ine t r ai ts w i thout 
scr u t in izat ion . L et m en  treasure 
wom en  on  the h ighest pedestal  
because they value them . L et m en  
protect  thei r  f am i ly  because they love 
them . L et m en  be com for table w i th  
wh ich  em ot ions they put for th  in to 
the wor ld  because i t?s thei r  
choice when  to be vu lner able. 
I f  they are not being blatan t ly  
sex ist  or  v iolen t, then  they are 
not tox ic. 

O n  the other  hand, 
there are m en  who encom pass 
m ore tr ad i t ional ly  fem in ine 
tr ai ts. ?Ef fem inate behaviour s 

are behaviour s that  m en  
exh ibi t  that  are m ore 
stereotyp ical  fem ale in  nature.  
T h is cou ld  include m ore over t  
d isp lays of  em ot ion  and a 
deeper  focus on  one?s per sonal  
appear ance to nam e just  a few,? 
accord ing to M en  T her apy Toron to, a 

counsel ing cen ter . W hen  m en  wear  
m akeup or  wom en?s clothes, talk w i th  
a lot  of  em ot ion , and wear  thei r  hear t  
on  thei r  sleeve, the other  hal f  of  
society  claim s they are er asing al l  the 
good m ascul ine t r ai ts. But th is i s also 

not t r ue. M en  who have ?fem in ine 
ener gy? are no less of  a m an  than  
those who encom pass m ascul ine 
ener gy. 

Al l  these tr ai ts, m ascu l ine and 
fem in ine, are put in  d i f feren t 
com binat ions that for m  per sonal i t ies 
of  each  ind iv idual . M en  don?t own  
m ascul ine t r ai ts and wom en  don?t 
own  fem in ine tr ai ts ?  we al l  have a 

balance of  m ascu l ine and fem in ine 
tr ai ts w i th in  us. A m ale constr uct ion  
wor ker  can  be sensi t ive. A footbal l  
p layer  can  wear  a dress. And at  the 

sam e t im e, a m ale constr uct ion  
wor ker  can  be tough  and a footbal l  
p layer  can  wear  f lannel  and jeans. 
Society  needs to stop  

com par tm en tal i zing the posi t ive 
m ascul ine t r ai ts w i th  negat ive t r ai ts 
such  as aggression , sex ism , greed, etc. 
T here can  be cor relat ion , but i t  i s not  
causat ion . 

Society  needs to end th is double 
standard  against  m en . W e pr aise al l  
k inds of  wom en : m ascu l ine, fem in ine, 
and ever y th ing in  between . W om en  
em power m en t i s ever ywhere 

nowadays. H owever, 
society  on ly  p r aises a sm al l  
f r act ion  of  m en . W e have 
evolved th is f ar  for  
wom en?s equal i ty  ?  i t?s 
t im e we stop  hold ing a 
gr udge against  t r ad i t ional  
m en  for  thei r  gender ?s 
h istor y  and stereotypes, 

and i t?s t im e we stop  
judging m en  for  evolv ing 
out of  those tr ad i t ional  
gender  roles, too. O n ly  
hold  actual  sex ists 
accoun table (m en  and 

wom en), not  those who are 
stereotyped as such . Because when  we 

p lace m en  in  boxes, evaluat ing thei r  
wor th  solely  based on  how m ascul ine 
or  fem in ine they m ay be, we fai l  to see 
al l  the par ts that  m ake them  
m ar velous and val id  in  thei r  own  
ways.
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By M I A RESNICOW                  
Senior Staff Writer

Note: Content may be triggering 
to some readers for references to 
sexual violence. 

Fem in ism . W ebster 's d ict ionar y 
def ines fem in ism  as the theor y of  
pol i t i cal , econom ic, and social  
equal i ty  of  the sexes. T he fem in ist  
m ovem en t advocates for  a society  
where ever yone is equal , whether  you 
are a m ale, fem ale, or  whatever  you 
iden t i f y  as. But the m essage of  the 
m ovem en t has been  blur red  in  recen t 
year s. Af ter  the #M eToo m ovem en t 
was created in  20 0 6, and then  
popular ized in  20 17, younger  
fem in ists have been  m ore bold  w i th  
statem en ts l i ke #Ki l lA l lM en . But what 
does ?Ki l l  A l l  M en? m ean? D o wom en  
real ly  wan t to see al l  m en  dead? I s that  
what the fem in ist  m ovem en t stands 
for ? W el l , do you wan t the shor t  
answer  or  the long answer ?  

H ere?s the shor t  answer : N o. ?Ki l l  
al l  m en? is a sat i r i cal  r esponse to when  
peop le used the hash tag ?#N otAl lM en? 
in  response to the #M eToo 
m ovem en t. I f  you have wr i t ten  or  said  
?N ot al l  m en ,? congr atu lat ions: you are 
cor rect ! N ot ever y m an  sexual ly  
assaul ts, har asses, and r apes wom en . 
But that  wasn?t the poin t . A clear  
exam ple of  a sat i r i cal  hash tag is the 
?Eat T he Rich? hash tag. W e are aware 
that i t  doesn?t m ean  l i ter al ly  eat ing 
the r i ch . T hey are sim i lar  in  the sense 
that the l i ter al  m ean ing of  i t  shou ldn?t 
be taken  ser iously  because peop le 
don?t actual ly  wan t to ?Eat T he Rich? 
or  ?Ki l l  A l l  M en? but instead h igh l igh t  
a lar ger  i ssue. 

To begin  the long answer, let?s 
star t  w i th  a qu iz: W as your  response to 
the #M eToo m ovem en t ?not al l  m en? 
or  ?m en  get r aped, too?? I f  your  answer  
was ?yes? to any one of  those 
statem en ts, again , you?re cor rect , but  

you m isunder stood the poin t . 
W i thout con text , ?Ki l l  al l  m en? sounds 
l i ke ever y per son  bor n  a m ale is being 
blam ed for  the cr im es of  other  m en , 
but that  i s not the case. T he #M eToo 
m ovem en t i sn?t about assign ing 
blam e, but about spread ing awareness 
and l i sten ing to the stor ies of  
sur v ivor s. W om en  str uggle to com e 
for ward  about thei r  exper iences due 
to r ape cu l ture: the st igm a 
sur round ing sexual  har assm en t and 
r ape in  wh ich  the blam e is put on  the 
sur v ivor  w i th  statem en ts l i ke ?what 
was she wear ing? or  ?she was ask ing 
for  i t .? T he m ovem en t?s goal  i s not to 
exclude m en  who are also sur v ivor s of  
sexual  v iolence, but to l i f t  up  the 
voices that the patr iar chy gener al ly  
suppress. ?Ki l l  al l  m en? is a hyper bol ic 
slogan  to br ing to l igh t  that  those 
defensive responses to the #M eToo 
m ovem en t hur t  al l  r ape sur v ivor s, 
because i t  h inder s peop le f r om  
hear ing thei r  stor ies.  

W hat t r oubles m e the m ost i s that  
r ather  than  exam in ing a wom an's 
concer n , m any m en  con t inue to 
def lect  and use ph r ases l i ke 
?#RapeAl lW om en20 20 .? I f  we take a 
look at  where th is hash tag or iginates 
f rom , we see i t  com es f rom  a d i f feren t 
m indset al l  together . N o, 
?#RapeAl lW om en20 20 ? doesn?t 
l i ter al ly  m ean  r ape al l  wom en , but i t  
com es f rom  a p lace of  defensiveness. 
I f  you are of fended by the ph r ase ?Ki l l  
al l  m en ,? especial ly  to the poin t  of  
star t ing your  own  hash tag that i s 
incred ibly  insensi t ive to sur v ivor s of  
r ape, ask your sel f  th is: W hat reason  
do you have to be so of fended by a 
clear ly  sat i r i cal  hash tag? I s i t  because 
the act ions of  other s have caused you 
to be pun ished? I f  that  i s the case, i t  i s 
im por tan t not to lay blam e where i t  
doesn?t belong. T h ink back to when  
you were in  elem en tar y school  and 
ever yone stood in  l ine wai t ing to go to 
lunch . Your  f r iend kep t talk ing to you, 

and al though  you were tr y ing to 
ignore them , your  teacher  keeps both  
of  you f rom  going to recess af ter  
lunch . W hat i s the cor rect  response 
here? To cal l  your  teacher  nam es and 
blam e her  for  your  f r iend talk ing? O r  
would  you tel l  your  f r iend not to talk 
next t im e you are stand ing in  l ine?

Instead of  defend ing the m en  who 
are being accused of  r ape because 
they ?don?t seem  l i ke that  type of  
per son ,? hold  them  accoun table for  
thei r  act ions. N o, not al l  m en  are bad, 
but we, as wom en , are af r aid  of  m en : 
not because we bel ieve al l  m en  are 
r ap ists, but  because we can?t 
d i f feren t iate them  before som eth ing 
bad happens. W e sim p ly have to be 
caut ious. Im agine we?re at  a par ty  and 
we p lay th is gam e: I  load a shotgun  
w i th  one bu l let  and we pass i t  around 
tak ing our  chances. W ould  you wan t 
to p lay and take that chance? 

T h is i sn?t just  a wom en?s issue: 
m en  get sexual ly  har assed also, and i t  
i s m uch  harder  for  them  to say 
som eth ing about i t  because m en  are 
just  as stereotyped as wom en . M en  are 
expected to be strong and 
?m ascul ine.? (God for bid  they wear  a 
?dress,? even  though  in  a num ber  of  
other  cu l tures, m en  wear ing dress or  
sk i r t - l i ke outf i ts i s the nor m .) 
H owever, on ly  show ing concer n  about 
m en  who get sexual ly  har assed or  
assaul ted  when  a wom an  m en t ions i t 's 
happen ing to her  shows that you don?t 
actual ly  care about the over al l  i ssue. 
You don?t care about wom en?s issues, 
you are just  act ing (say i t  w i th  m e) 
sex ist . You?re con tr ibut ing to the 
m isogyny that i s al ready so ingr ained 
in  our  cu l ture. 

I f  you don?t wan t to be sex ist , be a 
fem in ist  (and m en  can  be fem in ists 
too). Fem in ism  is about em power ing 
ever yone. H owever, i f  you?re a 
cisgender, str aigh t, wh i te m an , the 
wor ld  i s your  oyster , your  hype house, 
your  stand ing ovat ion ; you?re al ready 

on  the h igh  pedestal . W hy? I ?m  glad  
you asked! L et m e ask you som e m ore 
quest ions: Are you not af r aid  to walk 
alone at  n igh t (or  any other  t im es of  
the day, real ly )? D o you have strong, 
power fu l  r ole m odels that  alm ost 
ever yone adores? I f  you said  ?yes? to 
any one of  these quest ions, then  
congr ats again ! Con fused about what 
I ?m  talk ing about? I ?m  talk ing about 
p r iv i lege. 

 D on?t th ink you have p r iv i lege? 
Accord ing to the Cen ter  for  Am er ican  
Progress, in  20 20 , wom en  m ade about 
81 cen ts for  ever y dol lar  a m an  m ade, 
and a gap  per sists  even  accoun t ing 
for  r ace and other  f actor s. For  gay and 
tr ansgender  wom en , the pay gap  is 
even  w ider . Add i t ional ly, our  just ice 
system  has repeated ly  f ai led  r ape 
sur v ivor s. Accord ing to RAIN N .or g 
(Rape, Abuse &  I ncest N at ional  
N etwor k), out  of  ever y thousand 
sexual  assual ts, 995 p redator s walk 
f r ee.

I ?m  a fem in ist  because equal i ty  
should  per sist  r egard less of  sex or  
gender. O ur  inequal i ty  stem s f rom  
system at ic oppression  that i s st i l l  
p resen t today and that needs to 
change. I f  you wan t th is change as 
wel l , you are a fem in ist . You don?t 
have to use the hash tag ?#Ki l lA l lM en? 
and you don?t have to be in for m ed on  
ever y single W om en  and H um an?s 
r igh ts i ssue, but you do have to l i sten  
to wom en  and bel ieve thei r  stor ies. 

Stop  th e dou b le stan dar d

'K i l l  al l  m en ': w hy ever yon e sh ou ld  be a f em in i st  
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M CPS?s con tr over si al  r esp on se to sex u al  assau l t
By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Staff Writer

Alm ost over n igh t, a f lu r r y  of  
I nstagr am  accoun ts popped up , one 
by one. T hey al l  had the sam e hand le: 
@sur v ivor sat_ _ _ , w i th  the blank 
being f i l led  in  w i th  the nam e of  the 
school . T he f i r st  posts showed up  in  
m id-June last  year . From  
@sur ivor satbcc to @sur v ivor satqo, the 
posts h igh l igh ted  stor ies of  studen ts 
who had been  sexual ly  assaul ted . 

 M ost accoun ts had a sim i lar  
system  for  shar ing stor ies. T hey 
would  l ink a Google For m  in  thei r  bio 
so studen ts cou ld  share thei r  
exper iences anonym ously. For  
@sur v ivor satqo, the Google For m  
al lowed you to choose whether  you 
wan ted your  stor y  to be shared, 
of fer ing sur v ivor s a p lace to ven t. 

 T hese accoun ts shared hundreds 
of  stor ies f r om  M CPS studen ts 
relat ing to sexual  assaul t . O n  June 26, 
soon  af ter  the al legat ions cam e to 

l igh t , Super in tenden t Jack Sm i th  
publ ished a m essage that was sen t to 
M CPS fam i l ies, adv ising v ict im s to 
repor t  thei r  al legat ions to the pol ice. 
H owever, m any were d isappoin ted  
w i th  the response. I n  the posts, m any 
v ict im s descr ibed how they had to si t  
next  to thei r  abuser  in  class, 
d isr up t ing thei r  lear n ing. O ther s fel t  
l i ke they d idn?t have a t r usted  adu l t  
they cou ld  talk to. To som e, Sm i th?s 
let ter  fel t  l i ke too l i t t le too late. 

 O n  Ju ly  1, a fol low-up  m essage 
was publ ished. T h is let ter  addressed 
how M CPS would  restr ucture the way 
they hand le sexual  assaul t  al legat ions. 
T he D i rector  of  Studen t W elfare and 
Com pl iance/ T i t le IX  Coord inator , 
Greg Edm undson , would  ?ensure a 
thorough  invest igat ion  is conducted 
in to each  v iable repor t , and...take the 
necessar y steps in  response to what 
[he] f ind [s].? Sm i th  also said  that  the 
coun ty would  ?take a deep look in to 
the cu l ture that  ex ists in  our  schools 
and how i t  m ay d i f fer  f r om  the values 
we hold  as a school  system .? 

 T he I nstagr am  accoun ts weren?t 
the end of  i t , though . M any of  the 
studen ts who took heal th  th is sum m er  
were unhappy w i th  the way the 
coun ty taugh t sexual  assaul t . 
Sophom ore El la Kotok said , ?O n  the 
f i r st  assignm en t, we [were] asked, 
?W hat str ategies do you th ink m igh t 
help  reduce the r i sk of  becom ing a 
v ict im  of  sexual  assaul t??...T he second 
assignm en t asked, ?H ow should  the 
v ict im  have responded...to p reven t 
the si tuat ion??...I  com pleted  the 
assignm en t, but  for  that  speci f i c 
quest ion , I  w rote som eth ing along the 
l ines of  how I  fel t  i t  was inappropr iate 
due to the f act  that  i t?s im possible for  
r ape to be anyone?s fau l t  other  than  
the r ap ist  them selves.?

 Kotok wasn?t the on ly  one who 
fel t  uncom for table w i th  the 
assignm en ts. She said , ?I  took to 
I nstagr am . I n  a few hour s, m any 
gi r ls...sl id  up  and told  m e how 
appal led  they were.?

 Sophom ore Carol ine Axley 
agreed w i th  Kotok . ?[T hese 

assignm en ts] not  on ly  [were] 
upsett ing, but [p rom ote] r ape cu l ture, 
the ver y idea that th is sect ion  of  the 
cour se was supposed to help  stop ,? 
Axley said . 

Kotok even tual ly  em ai led  the 
M CPS Super v isor  of  I n ter im  
I nstr uct ional  Ser v ices. A few days 
later , the assignm en ts were pu l led . 

?I?m  glad  that M CPS decided to 
take down  the assignm en t[s], wh ich  
was m y in i t ial  goal ,? said  Kotok . ?I  
w ish  they would?ve fol lowed up  w i th  
m e on  the steps they?re tak ing to f i x 
the cur r icu lum , but I ?l l  take what I  can  
get...I  th ink ever yone should  voice 
thei r  op in ions because the m ore 
p ressure we put on  the coun ty to 
l i sten  to us, the m ore we?l l  be heard .?

Studen t advocacy w i l l  cer tain ly  
p lay a key role in  changing the way 
M CPS hand les f u ture inciden ts. Stay 
tuned for  par t  two of  th is ar t i cle in  the 
next i ssue, wh ich  w i l l  detai l  the steps 
M CPS is tak ing to f i x how al legat ions 
are responded to and how sexual  
assaul t  i s taugh t in  heal th  classes.

I s th e Boein g 737 M ax  saf e?

A bor t i on  I sn ?t  a Pr i v i l ege, I t?s a Righ t : T h e Pr o-Ch oi ce an d  Pr o-L i f e D ebate

By ANNA SOYKAN
Senior Staff Writer

Fam ous for  not on ly  being the 
longest grounded p lane but also for   
the reason  why, the Boeing 737 M ax 
in fam ously   was involved in  two 
devastat ing cr ashes, k i l l i ng  a total  of  
346 peop le. As of  D ecem ber  28, when  
Am er ican  Ai r l ines f l igh t  718 depar ted  
M iam i , Flor ida and safely  landed in  
N ew Yor k two and a hal f  hour s later , 
the p lane is back in  use af ter  being 
grounded for  20  m on ths.  737 M ax 
f l igh ts are going to con t inue for  
Am er ican  Ai r l ines as wel l  as for  other  
com pan ies.  H owever, a big quest ion  
st i l l  r em ains: I s i t  safe to f ly  in  these 
ai r p lanes? 

O ctober  28, 20 18's L ion  Ai r  f l igh t  
610  took of f  f r om  Jakar ta, I ndonesia 
and fatal ly  cr ashed 13 m inutes later , 
k i l l i ng al l  189 passenger s and crew. 
Five m on ths later , Eth iop ian  Ai r l ines 
Fl igh t  30 2 head ing for  Kenya f rom  
Eth iop ia d id  the sam e and fatal ly  
cr ashed six m inutes later , k i l l i ng 
another  157 peop le.  T he quest ion  on  
who or  what was at  f au l t  for  these 

cr ashes was answered when  a sensor  
f ai lu re was found in  the 
M aneuver ing Char acter ist i cs 
Augm en tat ion  System  (M CAS).  T h is 
was a new system  used to coun ter act  
a lar ger  engine on  a p lane that si ts 
lower  to the ground. T he system  
autom at ical ly  app l ies double-speed 
im pulses of  nose-down  tr im  to 
stabi l i ze the p lane i f  the nose of  the 
p lane star ts to t ip  up .  T h is, however, 
would  on ly  happen  under  so few 
ci r cum stances that no regu lar  ai r l ine 
p i lot  would  exper ience i ts act ivat ion  
-  un less the sensor  f ai ls.  Before the 
737 M ax there were p rev ious 
gener at ions of  the p lane al l  w i th  
sim i lar  designs.  T he M ax, however, 
had a lar ger  engine, but f lew the 
sam e as the p rev ious p roduct ions. 
Boeing bel ieved in  th is system , even  
i f  i t  m al f unct ioned, thus  the 
com pany d id  not let  p i lots know of  
i ts ex istence or  even  p rov ide a 
descr ip t ion  in  the f l igh t  m anuals.

But was th is com m un icat ion   
m isstep  and fai led  sensor, the on ly  
th ing that caused the two cr ashes?

Accord ing to ?W hat Real ly  

Brough t D own  the Boeing 737 M ax?? by 
W i l l iam  L angw iesche, Boeing bel ieved 
i f  there was a sensor  f ai lu re, any t r ained 
p i lot  would  know how to hand le the 
si tuat ion .  T he 737 has two sw i tches 
cal led  t r im  cutout, whose sole pur pose 
was to deal  w i th  such  an  even t. T hey are 
big and fat  and being r igh t  beh ind  the 
th rot t le, there isn?t a 737 p i lot  that  d idn?t 
know they were there.  T he com pany 
assum ed the 737 M ax p i lots would  
sw i tch  them , just  as p rev ious 
gener at ions of  737 p i lots had. T h is was a 
f atal  assum ption .  

M any develop ing coun tr ies do not 
receive the sam e qual i ty  or  am oun t of  
t r ain ing as other  coun tr ies l i ke the U.S.  
For  exam ple, accord ing to the ar t i cle, a 
cap tain  in  Jakar ta revealed  that because 
sim ulator  t r ain ing is cost ly  and the 
ai r l ine is not receiv ing any revenue, 
they would  have peop le obser v ing the 
sim ulat ion .  I n  I ndonesian  sim ulator s, 
there were up  to seven  peop le in  a two 
per son  sim ulator , al l  logging sim ulat ion  
t im e.  L ogging hour s is ver y im por tan t 
when  i t  com es to f ly ing because i t  
shows your  exper ience. Accord ing to 
737 p i lot  Kevin  Br ice, who f l ies for  

D el ta, ?you wouldn 't  see a cr ash  l i ke 
that  in  the Un i ted  States because 
Am er ican  p i lots are som e of  the best 
t r ained.?  To be a p i lot  in  Am er ica, one 
has to have at  least  a coup le thousand 
hour s.  T hough  becom ing a cap tain  is 
based on  sen ior i ty, one usual ly  has 
between  6,50 0  to 10 ,0 0 0  hour s.  L ion  
Ai r , that  had the f i r st  cr ash , was known  
for  h i r ing inexper ienced p i lots, pay ing 
them  l i t t le and wor k ing them  hard . T he 
co-p i lot  for  f l igh t  610  was h i red  w i th  
90 0  hour s logging.  T he cap tain  for  
f l igh t  610  had 6,0 28 hour s logged and 
the co-p i lot  had around the sam e at the 
t im e of  the cr ash .

Af ter  being grounded for  20  
m on ths, the Boeing 737 M ax has had a 
sof tware update f i x ing the M CAS, as 
wel l  as new procedures and tr ain ing, 
includ ing m andator y sim ulat ion  hour s.  
As the p roblem  has been  f i xed , m any 
ai r l ines are let t ing custom er s know i f  
they w i l l  be f ly ing on  a 737 M ax and 
al low ing t i cket changes i f  needed. 

Even  w i th  the new tr ain ing, f ly ing 
dom est ic i s st i l l  the safest  com pared to 
develop ing coun tr ies.

A th i r teen -year-old  gi r l  i s r aped, 
causing her  to becom e pregnan t. She?s 
scared, angr y, and con fused. She?s 
den ied  an  abor t ion , w i th  peop le 
claim ing i t?s the m urder  of  an  unbor n  
ch i ld , but  she is a ch i ld  her sel f  ?  a 
l i v ing, breath ing ch i ld . W hy m ust she 
have to suf fer  the consequences of  
som ebody else's act ions?  

T he p ro-choice and p ro- l i fe 

debate has clouded the wor ld  for  
cen tur ies. Should  wom en  be al lowed 
the r igh t  to an  abor t ion , or  should  i t  
be lef t  up  to the m ercy of  the law? 
Accord ing to 80 .4% of  pol led  studen ts 
who at tended Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School  last  year , abor t ion  is the 
wom an?s choice. M any claim  that 

because i t  i s her  body, i t  shou ld  be her  
choice, w i th  one anonym ous studen t 
stat ing, ?Pregnancy is a par t  of  the 
wom an?s body, i t  shou ld  be up  to the 
wom an  her sel f  i f  she wan ts to keep  

the baby or  not.? As a 16-year-old  
jun ior  studen t in  a m ain ly  
D em ocr at- lean ing state, the decision  
of  whether  or  not I  can  obtain  an  
abor t ion  should  be a choice lef t  for  
m e to decide.

W hen  an  11-year-old  gi r l  was 
r aped by a 26-year-old  r ap ist  in  O h io 
on  m ul t ip le occasions, she becam e 
pregnan t w i th  her  r ap ist?s ch i ld . I n  a 
bi l l  in troduced and passed  by O h io 
represen tat ives back in  20 19, af ter  a 
fetal  hear tbeat i s found (around 5-6 

weeks in to the p regnancy, when  m ost 
wom en  don?t even  know they are 
p regnan t), they can  no longer  get an  
abor t ion  ?  no excep t ions. T h is 
m eans that i f  O h io?s ?hear tbeat bi l l? 
had al ready been  passed dur ing the 
11-year-old  gi r l?s p regnancy, she 
would  not be al lowed to abor t  the 

fetus lef t  by her  per petr ator . Al though  
th is m ay not have af fected  her  dur ing 
her  ci r cum stance, i t  can  and would  
im pact hundreds of  other  wom en  
who wan t to get abor t ions. 

I n  a N ew Yor k T im es ar t i cle 

wr i t ten  by K.K. Rebecca L ai , the 
reader  i s in for m ed of  the sever al  
states m oving towards p lacing har sh  
restr i ct ions on  abor t ion , w i th  
Alabam a legislator s ear l ier  that  m on th  
vot ing (M ay 20 19), ?to ban  abor t ions 
in  near ly  al l  cases.? W hen  tak ing a 
deeper  look in to what Alabam a?s 
legislature is m ade up  of , you can  
d iscover  that  i t  i s alm ost en t i r ely  
wh i te, Republ ican  m en . W hy are a 
group  of  m en  m ak ing decisions of  
what a wom an  is al lowed to do w i th  

her  body? Since when  d id  the fem ale 
body lay under   ju r isd ict ion  of  a m an? 

M any tend to claim  that abor t ion  
is m urder, wh ich  gives reason  to why 
i t  shou ld  be banned. T hey say 
any th ing and ever y th ing should  be 
given  the chance at  l i f e, no m atter  the 
m eans that stand beh ind  i t . But would  

bann ing and restr i ct ing abor t ion  
real ly  help  th is cause, or  would  i t  lead 
to m ore unsafe and extrem ely 
dangerous sel f -given  abor t ions? 
Accord ing to the US N at ional  L ibr ar y 
of  M ed icine, som e 68,0 0 0  wom en  d ie 

of   unsafe abor t ion  annual ly, m ak ing 
i t  one of  the lead ing causes m ater nal  
m or al i ty  (13%). T hese num ber s can  be 
expected to r i se dr ast ical ly  i f  the push  
to restr i ct  abor t ion  increases. Bann ing 
abor t ion  al together  doesn?t m ean  i t  
w i l l  cease, i t  on ly  m eans that wom en  
would  have to per for m  i t  by 
them selves instead of  get t ing i t  done 
by a p rofessional . N ow, the wom an  is 
in  danger  of  in jur ing her sel f  due to a 
law str ipp ing her  of  a choice. Abor t ion  
isn?t a p r iv i lege, i t  i s a r igh t . Ever y 

wom an  should  be given  a choice on  
what she can  do w i th  her  body, no 
m atter  the ci r cum stances. Abor t ion  
can  be a ter r i f y ing and devastat ing 
th ing for  a wom an , wh ich  is why they 
need al l  the suppor t  and love they can  
receive. I f  you wan t to help  ensure 
these wom en  get the best care they 

need, I  u r ge you to donate to the 
Planned Paren thood Act ion  Fund, 
who is com m i t ted  to p rotect ing 
abor t ion  r igh ts and the wom en  who 
need them . 

By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Staff Writer

VIEWPOINT

By M ADI LYN RUBERY
Staff Writer 
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20 21 Pr ed i ct i on s

COVI D -19

A str o logy

T r en ds

N ew  M ov ies

M u si c

- A r i es: T h is year  w i l l  br ing m uch  
independence to be able to 
conquer  great adven tures. 

- T au r u s: T he "never  give up" 
at t i tude to grow and becom e a new 
and better  ind iv idual  keeps success 
astound ing. 

- Gem in i : Keep ing the posi t ive 
ener gy Gem in is have w i th  other s, 
they w i l l  be sure to encoun ter  
br i l l i an t  m om en ts. 

- Can cer : T hrough  al l  of  t r ansi t ions, 
there w i l l  be m uch  m ore posi t ive 
growth  and connect ions w i th  
other s. 

- L eo: W ith  the m any chal lenges 
brough t to at ten t ion , there w i l l  be a 
sign i f i can t tur n ing poin t  com ing 
soon . 

- V i r go: W hi le goals and am bi t ions 
keep Vi r go's at ten t ions, there 
com es a t im e to refocus to physical  
heal th  and relat ionsh ips. 

- L i b r a: W hi le other s around m ay be 
feel ing low, keep  the balance and 
r ad iate posi t ive changes. 

- Scor p i o: W ith  al l  the new changes 
wai t ing to be done, p ick ing up  new 
sk i l ls and lear n ing is the f i r st  step  
to star t  the year  on  a posi t ive note.

- Sagi t tar i u s: H aving new ideas and 
wan t ing to broaden  the m ind is the 
per fect  t im e to th ink about f u ture 
long- ter m  goals.

- Cap r i cor n : W ith  al l  the t im e spen t 
being in  the m ind, 
sel f - im provem en t i s a power fu l  
path  to star t  for  th is year . 

- Aqu ar i u s: T he dr ive to per sonal  
growth  is ver y im por tan t to 
balance between  the h igh  and low 
poin ts to star t  the year  of f  great. 

- Pi sces: T hrough  al l  the sacr i f i ces 
m ade, there w i l l  be new 
oppor tun i t ies wai t ing. 

- T he SpongeBob M ovie: Sponge on  the 
Run  (Febr uar y)

- Cinderel la (Febr uar y)
- Peter  Rabbi t  2: T he Runaway (Apr i l )
- M or tal  Kom bat (Apr i l )
- A Q uiet  Place Par t  I I  (Apr i l )
- Black W idow (M ay)
- Godzi l la vs. Kong (M ay)
- T he Con jur ing: T he D evi l  M ade M e 

D o I t  (June)
- Ghostbuster s: Af ter l i fe (June)
- M in ions: T he Rise of  Gr u (Ju ly)
- Top  Gun : M aver ick ( Ju ly )
- Space Jam  2 (Ju ly)
- H otel  T r ansy lvan ia 4 (August)
- T he Suicide Squad (August)
- T he Boss Baby : Fam i ly  Business 

(Septem ber)
- D une (O ctober )
- M ission : Im possible 7 (N ovem ber)
- T he M atr ix 4 (D ecem ber)
- Sing (D ecem ber)

- D r ake, Certified Lover Boy 
- Kendr ick L am ar,  Un t i t led  

Album
- Rihanna, R9
- Tr av is Scott , Utopia
- Tr av is Scott  &  Kid  Cud i , T he 

Scotts
- M igos, Culture I I I
- J. Cole, T he Off Season, I ts A Boy, 

T he Fall Off
- Young T hug, Slime Language 2
- T he W eekend, Un t i t led  Album
- M eek M i l l , Un t i t led  Album
- Pusha T , Un t i t led  Album

D ur ing 20 20 , we have exper ienced 
m any  chal lenges and tr agic even ts, 
includ ing COVID -19. T here have been  
m any fam i ly  m em ber s lost , but  20 21 m ay 
be a better  year  for  ever yone. 

T he vaccine not on ly  helps the 
ind iv idual  r eceiv ing i t  p reven t any 
i l lness, but i t  cou ld  also help  anyone 
around them  f rom  gett ing sick and being 
exposed to any ser ious, l i f e- th reaten ing 
com pl icat ions. 

W i th  new vaccines com ing out, 20 21 
m ay be the posi t ive growth  we al l  need to 
see th is year . H owever, p rofessionals say 
on ly  up  to 50 % -  58% of  the wor ld 's 
populat ion  m ay get the vaccine, leav ing 
the rest  of  peop le at  r i sk of  COVID -19.

Som e of  the exci t ing news that m ay 
cheer  ever yone up  for  the N ew Year  

20 21!

By ANNA SOYKAN and KAI LY PAULI NO

Senior Staff Writers

T he pandem ic has def in i tely  
in f luenced trends the past few 
m on ths and w i l l  con t inue to as we 
en ter  20 21. Apps l i ke T ikTok are the 
breed ing grounds for  the new trends. 
Som e pred icted  trends going in to 
20 21:

- D r ive- in  cinem a
- Car  date n igh ts
- H om em ade tea
- M in im al ist  r oom  designs
- L ounge wear
- Fuzzy or  sof t  cloth ing 
- H om em ade sk in  care
- N atur al  m akeup
- Podcasts
- Creat ing a phone aesthet ic 
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Ratatouille: T he T ikTok M usical

O ver  the past year , T ikTok has 
gained qu i te the reputat ion . T he 
popular  ?  yet  con trover sial  ?  social  
m ed ia p lat for m  has been  known  to 
br ing Gen  Z  m ind less en ter tainm en t 
and t im e-consum ing dances. 
H owever, th ings have taken  qu i te a 
tur n  over  the past few m on ths as the 
p lat for m  star ted  cook ing up  a new 
trend ?  the Ratatou i l le m usical .

I f  you?re not f am i l iar  w i th  the 
D isney-Pixar  m ovie Ratatouille, i t  tel ls 
the stor y  about a r at  nam ed Rem y 
who asp i res to go against  the nor m  
and becom e a chef . D esp i te 
d iscour agem en t f r om  h is fel low r ats, 
Rem y m oves to Par is where he m eets 
a hum an  nam ed L ingu in i . Rem y has a 
t r ue cu l inar y ar t , and he expresses th is 
by gu id ing L ingu in i  and instr uct ing 
h im  how to cook the food. T he on ly  
i ssue? H um ans aren?t par t i cu lar ly  fond 
of  hav ing r ats around in  the k i tchen , 
wh ich  even tual ly  gets Rem y in to som e 
trouble. 

O ver  the past sever al  m on ths, 
peop le f r om  al l  over  have com e 
together  on  T ikTok and wr i t ten  the 
beginn ings of  a Ratatouille m usical . 
O bviously  bored f rom  the lack of  l i ve 
m usic and theatre, user s have spen t 
coun t less hour s com posing and 
record ing thei r  own  proposi t ions for  
th is (once) hypothet ical  Broadway 
show. Con tr ibut ions have r anged f rom  
or iginal  songs to ideas for  
choreogr aphy, costum es, and even  
stage p rops.

T he k ickstar t  beh ind  th is 
f an -m ade m usical  cam e f rom  T ikTok 
user  Em i ly  Jacobsen  (@e_ jaccs), a 26 
year  old  teacher  and av id  D isney f an . 
Jacobsen  heard  about a Ratatou i l le 

r ide at  D isney that was 
supposed to open  in  the 
upcom ing year, and 
accord ing to the N ew 
Yor k T im es, she was in  
the m idd le of  clean ing 
her  apar tm en t and just  
?star ted  singing a song 
about Rem y.? T h is love 
bal lad  for  Rem y the r at  
was then  posted as any 
ord inar y T ikTok. L i t t le 
d id  she know, i t  would  
soon  becom e the or igin  
of  one of  the biggest 
T ikTok trends of  the 
year.

Two m on ths 
later  D an iel  M er tzlu f f , a 
com poser  and m usic 
d i rector  in  N ew Yor k 
Ci ty, posted  a revam ped 
ver sion  of  Jacobsen?s 
love bal lad . H e added 
m ore vocals and an  
instr um en tal  
background to the 
or iginal , and added a 
cap t ion  say ing,

?You need to 
im agine a FUL L  
ensem ble bel t ing th is 
out ... Big Act I I  Finale. 
L ots of  gl i t ter , Rem y cen ter stage, 
l i sten ing to h is ador ing f ans p r aise 
h im .? W i th  that , M er tzlu f f  becam e the 
f i r st  T ikToker  to ser iously  p ropose a 
Ratatou i l le m usical .

Alm ost im m ediately, tons of  
theatre en thusiasts on  T ikTok jum ped 
on  the tr ain  and star ted  creat ing thei r  
own  add i t ions. O ne user  in  par t i cu lar  
i s Blake Rouse (@blakey rouse), who 
has com posed th ree whole songs 
cor respond ing to poten t ial  scenes in  
the m usical : ?Tango for  Colet te and 
L ingu in i ,? ?I  T r usted  You,? and ?T he 

Rat?s W ay of  L i fe.? A second 
con tr ibutor  i s Gabbi  Bol t  
(@fettuccinefet tuqueen), who 
com posed an  un t i t led  song for  Rem y?s 
father  about why Rem y has no 
business lear n ing to cook. 

A last , and ver y sign i f i can t, 
com poser  has been  Soph ia Jam es 
(@soph iajam esm usic), who wrote ?I  
Knew I  Sm el led  a Rat.? Jam es? T ikTok 
of  her  per for m ing the song got over  
1.6 m i l l ion  l i kes and was com m en ted 
on  by actual  p rofessionals in  the f i lm  

and m usic industr y. D an  Povenm i re, 
co-creator  of  D isney?s Phineas and Ferb, 
and Scott  H oy ing, a m em ber  of  the a 
cappel la group  Pen taton ix , both  
acknowledged Jam es? song w i th  
posi t ive feedback.

T h is t r end of  the Ratatou i l le 
m usical  sp read al l  over  T ikTok l i ke 
w i ld f i r e. I t  gained popular i ty  ver y 
qu ick ly, so m uch  that i t  got  the 
at ten t ion  of  lar ge news out lets, actual  
Broadway p roducer s, and D isney 
i tsel f .

?W e love when  our  f ans engage 
w i th  D isney stor ies,? said  D isney.

As a resu l t  of  the im m aculate 
creat iv i ty  and qual i ty  of  con ten t, the 
f an -m ade m usical  r eceived i ts own  
Playbi l l  on  N ov 21, 20 20 . Given  the 
cur ren t ci r cum stances, the m usical  
w i l l  not  be per for m ed as a typ ical  
Broadway p roduct ion  qu i te yet ; 
however, to k ick of f  the year, 
Ratatouille: T he T ikTok M usical l i ve 
stream ed as a p re- recorded concer t  
p resen tat ion  ear l ier  th is week on  N ew 
Year ?s D ay. T he f i lm ing consisted  of  
the m ore popular  songs created by 
T ikTok user s, and was per for m ed by a 
cast  consist ing of  wel l - known  actor s, 
Broadway star s, and singer s. Tak ing on  
the m ain  char acter  role of  Rem y was 
T i tuss Bur gess, w i th  Andrew Bar th  
Feldm an  as Al f r edo L ingu in i , Adam  
L am ber t  as Em i le, and Kevin  
Cham ber l in  as Chef  Gusteau. T he 
m usical  was avai lable to stream  f rom  
Jan  1 to Jan  4, w i th  t i ckets cost ing 5 
dol lar s. I n  add i t ion , al l  p roceeds wen t 
str aigh t to T he Actor s Fund.

W hat star ted  as a sim p le m elody 
wh i le clean ing the apar tm en t tur ned 
in to a legi t im ate m usical  thanks to the 
creat iv i ty  of  T ikTok user s. H opefu l ly, 
in  the near  f u ture, Ratatouille: T he 
T ikTok M usical w i l l  be able to l i ter al ly  
take the stage for  ever yone to see.

By NATALI E PRICE
Editor- in-Chief

PLAYBILL.COM

As 20 20  f inal ly  com es to an  end, a 
lot  of  us owe a big thanks to the m usic 
that  got us th rough  i t . M egan  T hee 
Stal l ion , H ar r y  Sty les, and Jhen é Aiko 
were al l  there for  us in  t im es of  need, 
and now they al l  have one th ing in  
com m on : a Gr am m y nom inat ion . T he 
63rd  Gr am m y Awards is com ing up  
on  Januar y 31 at  the STAPL ES Cen ter  
in  L os Angeles, Cal i for n ia, so let?s talk 
about som e of  the nom inees and thei r  
r eact ions to being honored.

Fi r st  of f , Beyoncé is in  l ine for  
n ine nom inat ions, the m ost out of  al l  
other  nom inees, desp i te not releasing 
a f u l l  album  th is year . ?Black Par ade'' 
i s nom inated for  Record  of  the Year, 
Song of  the Year, best  R& B 
Per for m ance and Best R& B Song. 

T he ver y popular  M egan  T hee 
Stal l ion  is also up  for  nom inat ions for  
Record  of  the Year, Best Rap 
Per for m ance, and Best Rap Song w i th  
her  song ?Savage.? Af ter  the accoun t 
@char tdata posted  her  nom inat ions, 
she rep l ied  w i th  sever al  cr y ing em ojis. 

D ua L ipa, Tay lor  Sw i f t , and Roddy 
Ricch  are t r ai l ing Beyoncé w i th  six 
nom inat ions each . But w i th  Sw i f t?s six , 
that  br ings her  to an  im pressive total  
of  41 Gr am m y nom inat ions. 
"Card igan" i s up  for  Song of  the Year  
and Best Pop Solo Per for m ance, wh i le 
Folklore w i l l  com pete for  Album  of  the 
Year  and Best Pop Vocal  Album . Sw i f t  
i s nom inated alongside Bon  Iver  for  
Best Pop D uo/ Group Per for m ance 
w i th  thei r  song "Exi le", also f rom  her  
Folk lore album . H er  six th  and f inal  
nom inat ion  is ?Beaut i f u l  Ghosts? f rom  
Cats for  Best Song W r i t ten  for  Visual  
M ed ia. Sw i f t  tweeted a p icture of  her  
f acet im ing her  team , w ine in  hand, 
cap t ioned ?ask us how our  day?s been .? 

D ua L ipa?s ?Future N ostalgia? 
ear ned her  a nom inat ion  for  Best Pop 
Vocal  Album  and Album  of  the Year. 
?U N  D IA (O N E DAY)? w i th  J Balv in , 
Bad Bunny &  Tainy is up  for  Best Pop 
D uo/ Group Per for m ance, and ?D on?t 

Star t  N ow? has her  up  for  Best Pop 
Solo Per for m ance, Song of  the Year, 
and Record  of  the Year. Af ter  f ind ing 
out about her  nom inat ions, D ua L ipa 
tweeted say ing 6 Gr am m y 
nom inat ions ?doesn?t feel  r eal? and 
en thusiast ical ly  thanked her  fol lower s 
for  al l  the love and suppor t . 

Roddy Ricch?s ?Rockstar ? is up  for  
Record  of  the Year, h is ?T he Box? is 
com pet ing for  Song of  the Year, and 
both  of  these songs are com pet ing for  
Best M elod ic Rap Per for m ance, and 
Best Rap Song.

Both  H ar r y  Sty les and BT S have 
thei r  f i r st  Gr am m y nom inat ions. 
H ar r y  Sty les?s m ost recen t ?Fine L ine? 
is in  l ine for  Best Pop Vocal  Album , 
and two songs on  that album  
? ?W ater m elon  Sugar ? and ?Adore 
you? ?  are nom inated for  Best Pop 
Solo Per for m ance and Best M usic 
Video, respect ively. BT S ?  who are 
con t inuously  break ing records ?  is 
the f i r st  Korean  group  to be 
nom inated for  a Gr am m y Award , and 
not a sm al l  one at  that . T hei r  m ost 
recen t single ?D ynam i te,? wh ich  is al l  

in  Engl ish  (no song in  Korean  has ever  
been  nom inated), was nom inated for  
Best Pop D uo/ Group Per for m ance. 
T hey posted  a v ideo on  thei r  of f i cial  
Tw i t ter  accoun t w i th  four  out of  the 
seven  m em ber s react ing to thei r  
nom inat ion , in  wh ich  they are clear ly  
both  sur p r ised and ecstat ic.

Fol low ing her  f ive w ins in  the 
20 20  Gr am m ys, Bi l l ie Ei l i sh  is 
nom inated for  four  awards th is year , 
w i th  ?ever y th ing i  wan ted? nom inated 
for  Record  of  the Year, Song of  the 
Year, and Best Pop Solo Per for m ance, 
and ?N o T im e To D ie? com pet ing for  
Best Song W r i t ten  for  Visual  M ed ia. 
O n  her  I nstagr am  w i th  72.6 m i l l ion  
fol lower s, she thanked the GRAM M Ys 
Record ing Academ y for  recogn izing 
these songs.

H .E.R, the popular  R& B ar t i st  wel l  
known  for  her  col labor at ion  w i th  
D an ieal  Caesar  for  thei r  Gr am m y 
w inn ing song ?Best Par t?, was 
nom inated for  Song of  the Year  w i th  
?I  Can?t Breathe?, and both  her  ?Better  
T han  I  Im agine? and ?Slow D own? 

were 
nom inated for  
Best R& B 
Song. O n  
Tw i t ter , she 
posted  say ing 
how gr atefu l  
she was for  her  
13 GRAM M Y 
nom inat ions in  
th ree year s.
Final ly, af ter  
m ost of  h is 
songs were 
nom inated in  
the Pop 
categor ies, 
Just in  Bieber  
posted  an  
unexpected 
I nstagr am  post. 
T he p icture of  
the par agr aph  
basical ly  said  
that  al though  
he was f lat tered  
for  the 

GRAM M Y nom inat ions, he in tended 
to m ake Changes an  R& B album , and 
for  i t  not  to be put in to the R& B 
categor y ?feels wei rd  consider ing the 
m elod ies to the vocal  sty le.? Al though  
not the t r ad i t ional  ?thank you? post 
m ost ar t i sts go w i th , he st i l l  m ade i t  
clear  that  he was thankfu l  to be 
nom inated regard less, and does not 
w ish  for  peop le to m istake h is post as 
being ungr atefu l . Take i t  as you w i l l .

You can  tune in to the Gr am m y 
Awards Show on  CBS Telev ision  
N etwor k and CBS Al l  Access on  M arch  
14 at  8 PM  ET .

"T his doesn't feel 
real"
-Dua Lipa

T h e 63r d  Gr am m y Aw ar ds ar e ap p r oach in g
By STACY SH I N
Senior Staff Writer

GRAMMY.COM
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T h e bat t l e betw een  str eam in g an d  th eater s 

Are movie theaters a lost cause?

VIEWPOINT

O n D ecem ber  3, 20 20 , m ovie f ans 
f rom  across the wor ld  were stunned 
when  they ref reshed thei r  news feed 
that af ter noon  ?  i t  was unvei led  that 
W ar ner  Brother s? en t i r e slate of  f i lm s 
for  20 21 w i l l  r elease t i t les theatr ical ly  
as wel l  as on  H BO  M ax for  an  en t i r e 
m on th  f ree to subscr iber s. N otable 
t i t les include Dune, the rem ake of  Tom 
and Jerry, and Godzilla vs. Kong, am ong 
other s.

Al though  the news is being 
posi t ioned as a shor t- ter m  m ove, we 
cannot f ai l  to see the long- ter m  ef fects 
th is cou ld  have on  the en t i r e f i lm  
industr y. W h i le the pandem ic has 
upended the m ovie industr y, br inging 
the longevi ty  of  the m ovie-going 
exper ience to the sur face of  
conver sat ion , the batt le between  
stream ing and theatr ical  ser v ices has 
been  ongoing for  year s. I t  was on ly  a 
m atter  of  t im e, and th is news cou ld  
establ ish  a f u ture patter n  for  f i lm s to 
rely  on  stream ing ser v ices.

 M any notable d i rector s have 
open ly  spoken  up  against  W ar ner  
Brother s? deal  w i th  H BO  M ax, 
includ ing Dune d i r ector  D en is 
Vi l leneuve. ?T here is absolu tely  no 
love for  cinem a, nor  for  the aud ience 
here. I t  i s al l  about the sur v ival  of  a 
telecom  m am m oth ,? Vi l leneuve told  
Variety. T he d i rector  also wen t on  to 
cal l  the news ?a desper ate at tem pt to 
gr ab the aud ience?s at ten t ion .? H is 
f r ustr at ion  is com pletely  val id , 
especial ly  consider ing the f i lm ?s 

m assive budget of  m ore than  $150  
m i l l ion  dol lar s  that  i s un l i kely  to be 
m ade back f rom  stream ing. Safety  i s 
the m ost im por tan t th ing ?  but why 
r ush  out a stream ing deal  instead of  
sim p ly  wai t ing for  theater s to reopen? 
T he tr u th  is, m ovie theater s m ay just  
be a dy ing cause.

L egendar y En ter tainm en t, the 
p roduct ion  com pany  beh ind  Dune 
and Godzilla vs. Kong, i s consider ing 
su ing W ar ner  Brother s accord ing to 
Variety. H owever, as of  th is ar t i cle 
being publ ished, noth ing has been  
con f i r m ed.

Even  before the pandem ic h i t ,
peop le weren 't  as exci ted  about going 
to the m ovies as they were in  the past. 
T he cost for  m ovie t i ckets qu ick ly  
adds up , alongside the p r icey food and 
dr inks. Peop le can  be loud, noisy, and 
d isrespectfu l . W i th  20 -m inute 
p rev iews, going out to the m ovies can  
be a long ven ture and peop le just  
don?t have the t im e. 

N ow, as the r i se of  stream ing 
ser v ices in  recen t year s such  as 
N etf l i x , Am azon  Pr im e, H ulu , and 
H BO  M ax p rov ides so m uch  con ten t 
f r om  the com for t  of  one?s hom e, 

tak ing the t im e and m oney out of  a 
day to go see a m ovie in  the cinem a 
sudden ly  becom es less v iable.

Regard less, there is som eth ing 
tr u ly  special  about the m ovie-going 
exper ience that stream ing w i l l  never  
be able to recap ture. Per sonal ly, I  
v iv id ly  rem em ber  and look back upon  
the f i lm s I  was able to d iscover  in  the 
theater  m uch  fonder  than  f i lm s I  
sim p ly  watched on  m y telev ision  or  
com puter  screen . Especial ly  w i th  f i lm s 
l i ke Dune that  were m ade for  the big 
screen , stream ing these f i lm s at  hom e 
just  doesn?t have the sam e em otional  
im pact. Giv ing peop le easier  access to 
f i lm s dur ing these d i f f i cu l t  t im es 
r ather  than  delay ing them  is obv iously  
the posi t ive of  th is news, but i t  shou ld  
not com e at the expense of  the 
m ovie-going exper ience.

 M y hope, as an  av id  lover  of  
cinem a, i s that  fo l low ing the 
pandem ic, the theater  exper ience can  
be rev i tal i zed  alongside stream ing 
ser v ices. I  t r u ly  bel ieve ?  or  at  least  
hope ?  that there is a f u ture where 
stream ing ser v ices and the theatr ical  
exper ience can  both  th r ive. For  big 
com pan ies l i ke D isney, they can  
sur v ive in  ei ther  m ar ket, but  sm al ler , 
independen t com pan ies and 
f i lm m aker s depend on  theater  
revenue and real , tangible 
word-of -m outh  to keep  a steady 
incom e and showcase thei r  wor ks of  
ar t . W e cannot sacr i f i ce the 
theater-going exper ience for  good, 
and al l  the joy that  com es along w i th  i t  
?  for  som e, l i ke m ysel f , there is no 
p lace l i ke hom e qu i te l i ke being at  the 
cinem a.

By M AT T H EW M I NT ON
Editor- in-Chief
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An image from Dune, one of the major films impacted by the deal between H BO 
M ax and Warner Brothers.

REVIEW
T h e t r u e base of  Cheer i s b r oken  h om es &  bod i es

M any peop le v iew 
cheer lead ing as the sidel ine act , 
h id ing in  the shadows of  the 
?real? spor t . H owever, af ter  
watch ing the six ep isode Cheer 
docuser ies, I  was exposed to the 
t r ue h ighs and lows of  
cheer lead ing in  today?s society. 
Pressure, in jur ies, adrenal ine, and 
hear tbreak shape these sm al l  
town  ath letes in to al l  star s. 

Set in  20 19 in  Cor sicana 
Texas, Cheer h igh l igh ts the l ives of  
N avar ro Col lege studen ts as they 
nav igate th rough  thei r  past , 
p resen t, and p lan  for  the f u ture. 
T he v iewer s not on ly  w i tness the 
col legiate team  heavi ly  p repare 
for  thei r  biggest com pet i t ion  of  
the year, but  we take a deep look 
in to the ath letes? extrem ely rough  
per sonal  l i ves. Broken  hom es, 
bu l ly ing, in jur ies, and sel f  doubt 
seem  to take over  the studen ts? 
l ives, but coach  M on ica Aldam a is 
deter m ined to tur n  thei r  l i ves 
around and shape them  in to 
con f iden t, successfu l  young 
adul ts.  

Twen ty - two-year-old  M or gan  
Sim ianer  i s at  her  m ost 
vu lner able wh i le exp lain ing how 
she was neglected  by her  paren ts, 
for ced to grow up  in  a t r ai ler . T he 
aud ience w i l l  grow sym pathy for  
her , and then  p r ide as we w i tness 
her  break out of  her  shel l  and 

conquer  im pressive stun ts. O n  the 
other  hand, the aud ience w i l l  
watch  Gabi  But ler  grow up  in  a 

p r iv i leged hom e, st i l l  
exper iencing an  im m ense 
am oun t of  p ressure f rom  her  
paren ts and fol lower s. O ther  
m em ber s of  the team , such  as 
L a?D ar ius M ar shal l  and L exi  
Br um back, also com e f rom  
extrem ely tough  backgrounds of  
bu l ly ing and abuse. Al l  of  these 
ath letes com e f rom  extrem ely 
d i f feren t upbr ingings, yet  are st i l l  
in  need of  up l i f t ing and 
strengthen ing by M on ica Aldam a.  
Aldam a br avely  opens her  hear t  
and m ind to her  ath letes, who 
have becom e l i ke ch i ld ren  to her . 

I  loved w i tnessing f r iendsh ips 
for m , even  in  the toughest of  
env i ronm en ts. I t  i s breath tak ing 
to watch  N avar ro?s f inal  
com pet i t ive per for m ance af ter  
being exposed to the t r ue blood, 
sweat, and tear s that  wen t in to i ts 
m ak ing. I t  i s insp i r ing that these 
young adul ts were so deter m ined 
to p r act ice th rough  broken  bones 
and v icious pasts. T he v iewer s 
w i l l  begin  to feel  connected to the 
cheer leader s, r oot ing for  each  one 
of  thei r  successes. M y on ly  w ish  is 
that  m ore of  the team  was 
in ter v iewed so that we cou ld  
under stand where and how other  

m em ber s were brough t up , 
instead of  just  a select  few. 

Cheer opened m y eyes to the 
pure ded icat ion  th is spor t  takes 
and how far  cheer lead ing real ly  i s 
f r om  i ts stereotypes. Col legiate 
cheer  i s no joke. N ot on ly  that , but  
I  f inal ly  under stand how far  a 

l i t t le bi t  of  t r ust  and com m i tm en t 
can  take you in  l i fe, no m atter  

how severe the jour ney is. Ever y 
v iewer  w i l l  be extrem ely m oved 
and insp i red  af ter  watch ing these 
resi l ien t  ath letes conquer  thei r  
goals, one stun t at  a t im e. 

I  would  def in i tely  
recom m end Cheer to teen  
ath letes, but  the age r ange doesn?t 
stop  there. M y paren ts both  
watched Cheer and were in  awe of  
the show?s im pact. W hether  you 
are 13 or  50 , you w i l l  be im pacted 
by the in tr i cate stor y tel l ing and 
authen t ici ty  in  th is PG r ated  show. 
Cheer i s u t ter ly  engrossing, and 
each  ep isode w i l l  leave you on  the 
edge of  your  seat. 

T his review was written as a part of 
the Literature as Film class.
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Vi r tu al  w in ter  season : h er e w e go again  

T h e I n d i an s m ay be gon e, bu t  th ei r  h i stor y  i sn ?t  

W hen  Q O  ath letes logged in  to 
Z oom  for  thei r  f i r st  m eet ing of  the 
v i r tual  w in ter  season , they d idn?t know 
what to expect. T hey m igh t have 
heard  f rom  f r iends who had 
par t i cipated  in  f al l  spor ts talk about 
som e of  the act iv i t ies they had done, 
but each  fal l  team  d id  d i f feren t 
act iv i t ies so i t  was im possible to know 
what each  w in ter  team  would  do. 
H owever, one th ing w in ter  ath letes 
cou ld  take solace in  was the f act  that  
each  w in ter  team  d id  m any sim i lar  
act iv i t ies. 

Another  d i f ference f rom  the f al l  
season  is coaches th is season  d id  not 
have to decide whether  or  not to 
separ ate JV and var si ty  team s. Al l  
team s ei ther  d id  not have a JV team , 
or  t r ad i t ional ly  JV and var si ty  team s 
pr act iced together  anyway. 

 O ne of  the act iv i t ies team s d id  
was create chal lenges ath letes cou ld  
com plete outside of  Z oom  m eet ings. 
T hese chal lenges were designed to 
help  ath letes stay f i t  and p r act ice basic 
sk i l ls. 

?I  put  up  another  separ ate Google 
Spreadsheet, and I  had each  
par t i cipan t and each  day for  the whole 
[season],? said  head wrest l ing coach  
Rob W olf . ?T here were about 4-5 
th ings we d id .?

 W h i le m any of  the coaches 
p lanned thei r  seasons w i thout m uch  
input f r om  each  other , Pom s got the 
idea of  hav ing chal lenges f rom  indoor  
t r ack and f ield  coach  and social  
stud ies teacher  Seann  Pelkey. Pelkey 
had used chal lenges when  he coached 
the v i r tual  f al l  cross coun tr y  season  
and decided to con t inue to do so 
dur ing the indoor  t r ack and f ield  
season . 

?I  total ly  got the idea f rom  M r. 
Pelkey. I  total ly  stole that  f r om  h im . 
O bviously  the chal lenges were ver y 
d i f feren t, but  just  the idea of  doing 
that,? said  pom s coach  and science 
teacher  Jenn i fer  Yeck. 

Som e coaches decided to tur n  to 
thei r  cap tains and let  them  p ick the 
chal lenges, as was the case w i th  sw im  

and d ive coach  Staci  Ar m ezzan i , who 
had a num ber  of  chal lenges includ ing 
jum p ing in to a body of  water  w i th  Q O  
swag on .

?W e had a lot  of  con trol  over  what 
happened dur ing m eet ings,? said  sw im  
and d ive cap tain  and jun ior  Em m a 
H inckely. ?[Ar m ezzan i ]  let  us give her  
input on  what we should  do each  
m eet ing.?   

Another  com m on  act iv i ty  was 
watch ing f i lm . Both  boys and gi r ls 
basketbal l  wen t over  p lays dur ing 
chalk talks. W rest l ing used v ideos to 
exp lain  d i f feren t techn iques and 
showcase what wrest l ing m atches in  
h igher  levels were l i ke. And indoor  
t r ack and f ield  u t i l i zed  v ideos to teach  
sk i l ls and educate ath letes about 
d i f feren t aspects of  the spor t . 

?T here?s som e websi tes on  the 
in ter net, not  just  YouTube, but there?s 
som e d i f feren t w rest l ing websi tes that  
have incred ible techn ique, just  l i ke we 
would  teach  in  the wrest l ing room  
dur ing the regu lar  season . I n  th is case 
i t?s even  better , because you have 
p rofessional  photogr apher s, you have 
v ideogr apher s there, you have the top  
wrest l ing coaches or  w rest ler s in  the 
coun tr y  p resen t ing these th ings,? said  
W olf . 

H owever, the v ideos that covered 
techn ique were not as wel l  r eceived as 
som e of  the other  act iv i t ies.  

?I  l i ke watch ing techn ique v ideos, 
but som e of  them  were too repet i t i ve 
and long. I  per sonal ly  l i ke watch ing 
m atches m ore,? said  sen ior  and 
wrest l ing cap tain  Becca Soto.  

O ne m ore sim i lar i ty  am ongst 
team s was the usage of  Jeopardy!- sty le 
gam es. Both  gi r ls basketbal l  and al l ied  
bocce had Jeopardy! gam es cover ing 
aspects of  the spor t  and pop  cu l ture. 
Al l ied  bocce took i t  a step  f ur ther  w i th  
a Kahoot! gam e that wen t deeper  in to 
r u les. T he gam es al lowed new head 
coach  Ju l ie Lyst  to lear n  som e of  the 
m ore nuanced r u les and were the bu lk 
of  thei r  v i r tual  m eets against  
D am ascus. 

 ?Because i t  was m y f i r st  year  
coach ing bocce in  gener al , I  r eached 
out to som e of  m y f r iends that are 
bocce coaches and we k inda talked 
and had our  own  l i t t le m eet ing, and 

that?s when  we decided we would  get 
together ,? said  Lyst . 

 L ast  season  alm ost ever y team  
had a team  speci f i c guest speaker, but  
that  d idn?t happen  th is t im e. Gi r ls 
basketbal l  was the on ly  one w i th  a 
team -speci f i c guest speaker. T he gi r ls 
var si ty  basketbal l  coach  Bobby Bishop  
had in ter v iewed Kobe Br yan t before 
he d ied  and p layed the in ter v iew for  
the team  dur ing one of  thei r  m eet ings. 

?I t  was real ly  insp i r ing,? said  
Bishop .

 T he lack of  team -speci f i c guest 
speaker s d idn?t af fect  the season . Both  
coaches and ath letes fel t  that  the 
coun tyw ide guest speaker s were 
enough . 

?I?ve always tr ied  to in ter ject  
peop le f r om  outside,? said  Bishop . ?A 
lot  of  t im es when  you hear  som eth ing 
f rom  your  coach  over  and over  and 
over  again , you th ink , ?O h  m y God, 
I ?m  so sick of  hear ing th is,? but when  
you hear  i t  f r om  som ebody else going 
th rough  the sam e patter n  that  you 
wen t th rough , then  som etim es i t?s 
im pactfu l .?

?I  though t the guest speaker s were 
real ly  insigh tf u l . I t?s n ice to l i sten  to 
peop le w i th  a lot  of  exper ience 
because i t  gives you a per spect ive on  
what you?ve been  wor k ing for ,? said  
sen ior  and four-year  indoor  t r ack and 
f ield  ath lete Vaish  Iyer .

D esp i te the m any act iv i t ies that  
team s had to engage thei r  ath letes, the 
v i r tual  season  d idn?t have the sam e 
feel  as a nor m al  season . 

?[N or m al ly ] at  the end of  ever y 
p r act ice, the coaches stand outside the 
room  and shake ever yone's hands on  
the way out. W e?re in  there help ing 
peop le ind iv idual ly. W e go to m atches 
and tour nam en ts. W e?re w i th  peop le 
and thei r  f am i l ies for  m aybe a whole 
weekend at  a tour nam en t. O r  we?re 
watch ing thei r  h ighs and thei r  lows 
and being a par t  of  that . T h is i s just  an  
hour  a day, th ree t im es a week. I t?s not 
the sam e,? said  W olf . 

?T he biggest d i f ference was not 
hav ing m eets ever y weekend. I  
r eal i zed how m uch  I  m issed those 
m eets. I  especial ly  m iss relays and just  
our  team 's ener gy at  sw im  m eets,? said  
H inckely.  

T he lack of  ener gy was expected 
by coaches, as m any cam e in to the 
season  expect ing to have lower  
engagem en t and less par t i cipat ion  
than  in  a nor m al  season , but they were 
p leasan t ly  sur p r ised. 

?I  was real ly  ner vous about i t  at  
f i r st . I  d idn?t know how i t  would  go. So 
I  guess what sur p r ised m e was how 
wel l  i t  wen t in  the end. N ot that  I  
though t i t  was going to f lop , but I  was 
happy to see how m any gi r ls cam e,? 
said  Yeck. 

?I?d  say [the coaches] d id  the best 
they cou ld  and thei r  leader sh ip  was 
real ly  good, and that the season  was 
actual ly  ver y successfu l ,? said  
sophom ore and gi r ls basketbal l  p layer  
Phoebe D uBois. 

Som e coaches even  found 
them selves real i zing that they had 
lear ned som eth ing about coach ing 
dur ing the v i r tual  season . 

?[T he v i r tual  season] rem inded 
m e that i t  i s okay to slow down  the 
season  and just  have fun  w i th  the 
team . I t  doesn?t need to be wor k al l  the 
t im e,? said  Ar m ezzan i . 

Even  though  m any peop le 
considered the v i r tual  season  a 
success, ever yone knows i t?s not the 
last  hur r ah  sen ior s nor m al ly  get. 

?T here?s a big par t  of  th is that?s 
absolu tely  hear tbreak ing. To 
recogn ize how hard  som e of  these 
ath letes have wor ked to get to where 
they are, and even  how hard  they?re 
wor k ing now, and how w i l l ing they are 
to do the th ings we?re ask ing them  to 
do now v i r tual ly, and to know that 
we?re not actual ly  gett ing a chance for  
them  to com pete, and actual ly  see the 
f r u i ts of  thei r  labor ,? said  Pelkey. 

H owever, m any sen ior s are stay ing 
op t im ist i c about a possible in -per son  
spr ing season . 

?M y goal  has been  to w in  a state 
cham pionsh ip , so I  don?t know i f  
there?s even  going to be a state 
tour nam en t, but  that?s what I  wan t to 
do. I  wan t to get to the state 
tour nam en t, and I  wan t to w in  i t ,? said  
sen ior  and wrest l ing cap tain  M icheal  
M onkevich .

Journalism student and sophomore 
H ailey Baker contributed to this article.

T he year  of  20 20  has been  one 
fu l l  of  r ar i t ies. Professional  spor t  
f r anch ises ever y coup le of  year s 
change thei r  looks w i th  new un i for m s 
and logos but not so m uch  as in  
changing thei r  nam e. T h is past year , 
however, we have al ready seen  that 
once, and now, just  f ive m on ths af ter  
the W ash ington  Footbal l  Team  
changed i ts iden t i ty, the Cleveland 
I nd ians w i l l  be jo in ing them .

W ash ington , had sponsor s 
th reaten ing to cut  t ies w i th  the team  i f  
they d idn?t d rop  thei r  nam e, lead ing 
to the re-br and of  the Footbal l  Team . 
T he I nd ians, m eanwh i le, are tak ing a 
d i f feren t route. 

I n  1915, Cleveland changed i ts 
nam e f rom  the N aps to the I nd ians. 
Accord ing to the I nd ians websi te, th is 
was a nod to ?rev iv ing a n icknam e of  
i ts old  N L  club upon  the ar r ival  of  th is 
N at ive Am er ican  in  1897.? I n  thei r  
10 5-year  h istor y  as the I nd ians, 
Cleveland has spor ted  a record  of  

8452-80 30  w i th  a .513 w inn ing 
percen tage.

Star t ing in  the 1970 ?s, however, 
p rotests against  the team  were 
or gan ized, w i th  an  annual  one on  
O pen ing D ay. T he m ain  reasons were 
the nam e but also a con trover sial  logo. 
"Ch ief  W ahoo" was a logo por tr ayed 
by ?an  unnam ed N at ive Am er ican  
logo w i th  yel low sk in , a lar ge nose, 
and single feather  headdress,? 
accord ing to CBS Spor ts. I t  f i r st  

appeared on  hats in  1956.
But w i th  a new stad ium  cam e change. 
I n  1994, Jacobs Field  (now known  as 
Progressive Field ) was set to open . T he 
team  had in ter nal  conver sat ions about 
rem oving the logo but i t  was retained 
for  the t im e being. As the year s wen t 
by, the cal ls for  change got louder. O n  
Apr i l  2, 20 16, the I nd ians m ade a 
change to the p r im ar y logo f rom  

Ch ief  W ahoo to a block ?C?. O wner  
Paul  D olan  said  in  a statem en t 
obtained by CBS Spor ts: "(T here are) 
no p lans to get r id  of  'Ch ief  W ahoo.' I t  
i s par t  of  our  h istor y  and legacy." Ch ief  
W ahoo was cut f r om  hats and 
un i for m s in  20 19 but yet  was st i l l  sold  
on  m erchand ise. 

O n  Ju ly  16, i t  was announced that 
the W ash ington  N FL  f r anch ise would  
conduct a rev iew on  i ts nam e and 
Cleveland announced publ icly  that  
they also look over  thei r  nam e and 
have had in ter nal  d iscussions about i t . 
M anager  Ter r y  Fr ancona and star  
shor tstop  Fr ancisco L indor  also 
expressed suppor t  for  a nam e change 
af ter  the announcem en t.

As repor ted  ear l ier , the I nd ians 
w i l l  st i l l  be cal led  the I nd ians for  the 
20 21 season . D olan  said  i t  i s due to the 
?m ult i - stage p rocess,? per  N BC Spor ts. 

H e added later  on  that, ?W e?l l  be the 
Cleveland I nd ians of  1915 to whatever  
year  i s that  we u l t im ately  
change.?D esp i te the upcom ing nam e 
change, the past h istor y, 
accom pl ishm en ts, and accolades won?t 
be going anywhere.
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Cu l tu r e ch an ged : W ash in gton  Footbal l  
Team  w in s N FC East

`T he W ash ington  Footbal l  Team  
has won  the N FC East. 

Yes, you heard  that cor rect ly. Af ter  
a 2-7 star t , W FT  becam e the second 
team  in  N FL  h istor y  to m ake the 
postseason  w i th  a star t  that  poor ly. 
T hey also becam e the f i r st  team  to 
m ake the p layof f s w i th  a record  under  
50 0  since Ron  River a led  the 20 14 
Carol ina Pan ther s to a d iv ision  crown . 

W ash ington , com ing of f  a br u tal  
loss to Carol ina last  week, f i l led  w i th  
d r am a w i th in  the or gan izat ion , found 
a way to overcom e the obstacles just  as 
they had been  doing al l  season .

 W ash ington  tr aveled  in to 
Ph i ladelph ia in  week 17 to take on  an  
Eagles team  who had noth ing to p lay 
for  af ter  being el im inated last  week. 
H owever, the gam e was f lexed to 
Sunday n igh t because of  the dr am at ic 
p layof f  im p l icat ions i t  had for  th ree 
possible team s. T he N ew Yor k Gian ts 
defeated the D al las Cowboys ear l ier  in  
the day, wh ich  led  to the Gian ts 
desper ately  needed a W ash ington  loss 
to m ake the p layof f s.

 W ash ington  retur ned quar ter back 
Alex Sm i th  and receiver  Ter r y  
M cL aur in , who were both  great ly  
m issed in  the weeks p r ior . W ash ington  
star ted  of f  on  defense and m ade a 
statem en t ear ly. T he W ash ington  
defense con t inued to look stout, 
for cing an  ear ly  pun t by Jalen  H ur ts 
and the Eagles. W ash ington  now was 
tak ing the bal l  f r om  thei r  own  9 for  
thei r  f i r st  of fensive dr ive of  the gam e. 

Star t ing slow had been  a com m on  
them e th is year  for  Sm i th  and 
W ash ington . H owever, W ash ington  
f inal ly  changed that nar r at ive ton igh t 
as they scored on  thei r  open ing dr ive 
for  the f i r st  t im e al l  season . A 15-p lay 
91-yard  dr ive was capped of f  by a 
Ter r y  M claur in  touchdown  in  the back 
cor ner  of  the end zone. 

 W ash ington  now had the 
m om en tum  ear ly  for  p ret ty  m uch  the 
f i r st  t im e al l  season . M om en tum  
qu ick ly  kep t rol l ing for  W ash ington  
when , on  the second p lay of  the Eagles 
dr ive, H ur ts was p icked of f  by 
Kam eron  Cur l  on  a shor t  pass 
in tended for  the t igh t  end, Z ach  Er tz. 
W ash ington , now w i th  ter r i f i c f ield  

posi t ion , looked to put the p ressure on  
Ph i l ly  ear ly, but  on ly  was able to 
conver t  a f ield  goal , giv ing them  a 
10 -0  lead in  the f i r st  quar ter . 

 T he gam e qu ick ly  becam e 
in terest ing again  when  H ur ts began  to 
show why he was such  a th reat w i th  
h is legs. W ash ington  appeared to have 
gotten  a stop  on  th i r d  down  un t i l  a 
quest ionable defensive hold ing cal l  
gave the Eagles? dr ive new l i fe. T he 
Eagles used th is to thei r  advan tage and 
H ur ts r an  i t  in  f r om  6 yards out to 
m ake i t  10 -7. W ash ington  then  wen t 
th ree and out on  the next possession . 
Al l  gam e, i t  appeared Sm i th?s cal f  
in jur y  was hur t ing h is p lay : he showed 
ver y l i t t le to no m obi l i ty  in  the pocket 
and was hav ing trouble dr iv ing of f  h is 
r igh t  leg. Anyways, H ur ts once again  
got the ner ves of  W ash ington  fans 
going when  he executed another  
excel len t  d r ive. I t  took on ly  7 p lays for  
H ur ts to once again  r un  i t  in  h im sel f  
to give Ph i ladelph ia the lead.

 W ash ington  and Ph i ladelph ia 
both  stal led  on  of fense the next few 
possessions, giv ing W ash ington  a 
chance to score before the hal f . 
W ash ington  took advan tage of  good 
f ield  posi t ion  and got down  in to the 
red  zone. O n  a th i r d  down  and four , 
the Eagles shot them selves in  the foot, 
jum p ing of f sides and giv ing 
W ash ington  the f i r st  down . Sm i th , 
who had been  str uggl ing w i th  h is 
in jur y, m ade a big p lay when  the team  
needed h im  m ost. Sm i th  found t igh t  
end L ogan  T hom as in  the end zone, 
where they connected on  a spectacu lar  
leap ing catch  th rough  tr af f i c. T h is 
gave W ash ington  a 17-14 advan tage 
going in to the break. 

 T he second hal f  got  under way 
and th ings got real ly  ugly  on  both  
sides. N ei ther  team  was able to 
engineer  any type of  of fense, and pun t 
af ter  the pun t was becom ing the 
them e the en t i r e th i r d  quar ter . W i th  
l i t t le t im e lef t  in  th i r d , Sm i th  th rew a 
cr ucial  in tercep t ion  in  thei r  own  
ter r i tor y  as the bal l  bounced of f  J.D . 
M cKissic?s hands and in to the ar m s of  
the Eagles cor ner . H ur ts and the 
Eagles m oved the bal l  down  now al l  
the way to W ash ington?s four-yard  
l ine. Ever y th ing was going wrong and 
i t  seem ed as i f  W ash ington  was going 
to let  thei r  p layof f  hopes sl ip  away. 

But, am azingly, that  W ash ington  

defense once again  kep t th is team  in  
the gam e. Af ter  Chase Young and 
M on tez Sweat got p ressure on  H ur ts 
for  th ree str aigh t p lays, leav ing Eagles 
coach  D oug Peder son  w i th  a decision  
to be m ade on  four th  and goal . 
Peder son  elected  to go for  i t , and 
W ash ington?s p ressure was too m uch  
for  H ur ts as he th rew shor t  of  h is 
receiver  in  the end zone. W ash ington  
now took over  on  downs, catch ing a 
huge break.

 W i th  12 m inutes lef t  in  
regu lat ion , however, W ash ington  
wasn?t out of  the woods yet at  al l , since 
the Eagles were once again  gett ing the 
bal l  back on ly  down  3. W ai t  for  a 
second?  W ho?s that out there? M any 
wondered as N ick Sudfeld  t r ot ted  
on to the f ield  and H ur ts stood on  the 
sidel ine. I n  a ver y bizar re coach ing 
decision  by Peder son , H ur ts d id  not 
p lay the rem ainder  of  the gam e. 
Peder son?s decision  lef t  even  Gian ts 
p layer s tweet ing out in  f r ustr at ion , as 
they though t thei r  hopes of  the 
p layof f s were being th rown  away. I t  
took on ly  3 p lays for  Sudfeld  to m ake 
a m istake when  Jerem ey Reaves 
p icked h im  of f  on  a th row way 
down f ield . W ash ington  now took the 
bal l  at  thei r  own  41.

 W ash ington , now w i th  11 m inutes 
lef t , was look ing for  a long dr ive and 
score to put th is gam e away. Just  as 
they drew up ! Sm i th  on  the th i r d  p lay 
of  the dr ive- th rough  an  in tercep t ion  
when  h is in tended tar get T hom as fel l  
down . 

 Ph i l ly  took over  w i th  great f ield  
posi t ion  and, thankfu l ly  for  
W ash ington , H ur ts was st i l l  on  the 
sidel ine. O n  the second p lay, a low 
snap was bobbled  by Sudfeld  when  
Sweat knocked the bal l  f u r ther  f r ee, 
al low ing for  a p ivotal  f um ble recover y 
by Young. H ow m any breaks cou ld  
W ash ington  get ton igh t? I t  was t im e to 
take advan tage. W ash ington  got just  
what they needed when  H opk ins 
nai led  h is 42-yard  k ick to extend the 
lead to 20 -14 w i th  7 m inutes to go.

 O n  the next Eagle dr ive, Young 
con t inued to m ake h is p resence fel t  as 
he wreaked havoc on  Ph i l ly?s of fensive 
l ine, for cing m any r ushed th rows by 
Sudfeld . Since H ur ts? 2 scores in  the 
f i r st  hal f , W ash ington?s defense was 
shutt ing ever y th ing the Eagles t r ied  to 
do of fensively. T h is W ash ington  

defense is special : i f  W ash ington  was 
able to put together  som e better  
of fensive possessions, th is gam e 
would  look a lot  d i f feren t.

 W ash ington  forced the pun t 
wh ich  Steven  Sim s Jr . m uf fed  the bal l  
as he caugh t i t  but  thankfu l ly  was able 
to recover  h is own  drop . (Sim s 
dropped a pun t last  week, wh ich  
rol led  in to the end zone for  a Carol ina 
score.) A tur nover  there cou ld  have 
taken  the d iv ision  t i t le r igh t  out of  
W ash ington?s hands.

 W ash ington  star ted  to u t i l i ze 
An ton io Gibson  wel l  as they t r ied  to 
r un  down  the clock . Af ter  Ph i ladelph ia 
used up  thei r  t im eouts, W ash ington  
was forced to pun t one m ore t im e 
af ter  com ing up  just  one yard  shor t  on  
th i r d  down . W ash ington  pun ted and 
gave the Eagles the bal l  w i th  just  a 
m inute lef t  at  thei r  own  10 -yard  l ine. 
T im e wasn?t enough  for  Sudfeld  as the 
clock r an  out, leav ing W ash ington  
v ictor ious and now p layof f -bound. 

 W ash ington  cl inched thei r  f i r st  
d iv ision  t i t le since week 16 of  20 15, 
where they also cam e in to 
Ph i ladelph ia and lef t  as d iv ision  
cham pions af ter  the w in . Gian ts 
p layer s and fans af ter  the gam e were 
f ur ious at  the way H ur ts was benched 
and quest ioned i f  D oug Peder son  was 
real ly  coach ing to w in  or  not. 
N ever theless, i t?s over . W ash ington  
against  al l  odds was the N FC East 
cham pion . Al though  W ash ington  on ly  
f in ished the regu lar  season  7-9, a clear  
foundat ion  has been  set for  th is 
f r anch ise. Young and the defense were 
el i te for ces who need to al l  be bu i l t  
around for  the f u ture. River a, desp i te 
going th rough  cancer  t r eatm en ts and 
other  m ishaps in  the or gan izat ion , 
rem ained tr ue to h is p rom ise of  
?changing the cu l ture? here in  
W ash ington , at  least  on  the f ield . Alex 
Sm i th  f in ished the job he never  got to 
f in ish  af ter  h is leg in jur y  that  m any 
bel ieved to have ended h is en t i r e 
footbal l  career . T he hear t  of  Sm i th  
and th is team  can?t be quest ioned as 
they have done what m any said  they 
cou ldn?t do th is year . T he fu ture is 
br igh t  in  W ash ington . Be ready, 
Br ady : that  defense is com ing. 
W ash ington  w i l l  host  Tam pa Bay next 
Saturday n igh t at  8:15 PM .

  

Van der b i l t  f ootbal l  m akes h i stor y

Soccer  and footbal l : sam e th ing, 
r igh t? T hat?s what Vander bi l t  
Un iver si ty  footbal l  coach  Clar k L ea 
seem ed to th ink when  one of  the 
team ?s k icker s cam e in  con tact  w i th  a 
posi t ive COVID -19 pat ien t , for cing the 
whole squad to stop  p r act icing. As a 
resu l t , they brough t in  the school?s 
star t ing gi r ls soccer  goalkeeper, 

Vander bi l t  sen ior  Sar ah  Fu l ler , to f i l l  
the shoes, m ak ing her  the f i r st  wom an  
to p lay in  a regu lar  season  gam e in  
one of  the Un i ted  States? col lege 
footbal l?s Power  Five con ference.

Fu l ler  wore the num ber  32, sam e 
as her  soccer  jer sey, w i th  the ph r ase 

?Play L ike a Gi r l? em bedded on  her  
helm et. 

?I t?s just  so exci t ing that I  can  
represen t the l i t t le gi r ls out there who 
wan ted to do th is or  though t about 
p lay ing footbal l  or  any spor t , r eal ly,? 
she said  af ter  the gam e.

Ful ler  also becam e the f i r st  
wom an  to score in  a Power  Five 
con ference footbal l  gam e. She scored 
two poin ts against  Tennessee to secure 
her  spot in  col lege footbal l  h istor y. 

D esp i te these accom pl ishm en ts, 
t r ol ls on  social  m ed ia d id  not hold  
back thei r  d isapproval . A Facebook 
post by Spor ts Cen ter  included sex ist  

com m en ts l i ke ?Any leaked nudes????, 
?I  hope she m ade [the] team  som e 
cook ies too!?, and num erous 
expressions about hop ing that she 
would  get destroyed on  the f ield . 

O n  D ecem ber  14, Fu l ler  posted  a 
statem en t to Tw i t ter  announcing that 
her  shor t- l i ved  footbal l  career  had 

com e to an  end, fol low ing 
the team ?s canceled  
season  f inale gam e 
against  Geor gia. T he 
Com m odores cou ldn?t 
reach  the roster  
m in im um  as a resu l t  of  
COVID -19 com pl icat ions. 
She thanked the 
un iver si ty  and the team  
for  accep t ing her  dur ing 
th is exper ience that she 
was so gr atefu l  to have. 
She is leav ing Vander bi l t  

in  20 21 to con t inue her  
soccer  career  as a 
gr aduate t r ansfer  at  the 
Un iver si ty  of  N or th  
Texas. 

T he Col lege Footbal l  
H al l  of  Fam e in  At lan ta has honored 
her  h istor ic accom pl ishm en ts by 

d isp lay ing the un i for m  she wore in  
her  f i r st  gam e. 

By KENDALL LUM SDEN
Senior Staff Writer
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Editor- In-Chief
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Z ach  Ker r
I n  h is f i r st  year  w i th  the Carol ina Pan ther s, Z ach  Ker r  had 

one of  the best year s of  h is career . Al though  he p layed in  on ly  
13 gam es, Ker r  was able to set  a career  h igh  in  m ul t ip le 
stat ist i cal  categor ies. Ker r  f in ished the year  w i th  n ine Q B h i ts, 
two pass def lect ions and 32 tack les. Ker r  was also f i f th  on  the 
team  in  sacks w i th  two, enough  for  the th i r d -m ost in  h is 
seven -year- long N FL  career . Ker r  has one m ore year  on  h is 
con tr act  in  Carol ina, where he w i l l  be m ak ing $1.0 75 m i l l ion . 
Af ter  that , he w i l l  becom e an  un restr i cted  f ree agen t. 

By ADAM  GOT KI N
Staff Writer

M ar qu ez Coop er
As a t r ue f reshm an  at  Ken t State Un iver si ty, the recen t 

Q uince O rchard  gr aduate has m ade an  im m ediate im pact. 
Cooper  led  the Golden  Flashes in  r ush ing yards w i th  291, and 
in  r ush ing touchdowns w i th  f ive. O f  Cooper 's f ive r ush ing 
touchdowns, th ree cam e in  just  one gam e. O n  N ovem ber  17 
against  Akron , Cooper  was able to r un  i t  in  th ree t im es, 
putt ing h im  t ied  for  eigh th  on  the leader board  for  m ost 
r ush ing touchdowns in  a gam e in  Ken t State H istor y. Cooper  
was on ly  able to p lay four  gam es th is season , as Ken t State had 
thei r  last  two gam es canceled  due to COVID -19.

L in dsey B r i ck
I n  just  her  f r eshm an  year  at  Sy r acuse, L indsey Br ick has m ade 

an  im m ediate im pact. Br ick star ted  al l  eigh t  of  Sy r acuse's gam es 
in  the 20 20  COVID  season . T he O r ange str uggled  ear ly  on  in  the 
year, get t ing shut out in  thei r  f i r st  f i ve gam es. But Br ick was a big 
par t  of  the O r ange?s scor ing later  in  the season , accum ulat ing 
th ree assists in  the last  two gam es. T hat alone was enough  to lead 
the team  in  assists, even  as a f r eshm an . 
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