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Get the day-by-day 
breakdown of POTUS's first 

month in office

What's happening 
with QOTV?

Washington Capitals 
remained at top of division 

while on thin ice

W h at to ex p ect  f r om  th e COVI D -19 vacci n es 
QO is currently administrating vaccines for priority group 1A 

Are you wonder ing why there are so m any car s at  
Q O ? W hat cou ld  be the reason? Shar p , th in , steel  
need les ready to p ierce th rough  the sk in . T hat?s r igh t , 
Q O  is cur ren t ly  giv ing out COVID -19 vaccines. 
Un for tunately, there was som e con fusion  on  who is 
to get vaccinated . Accord ing to FOX 5 N ews, dozens 
of  sen ior  ci t i zens cam e to the h igh  school  to get 
vaccinated  and were told  they were on ly  avai lable for  
heal thcare wor ker s (p r ior i ty  group  1A). M any sen ior s 
claim ed that they f i l led  out an  on l ine for m  
con f i r m ing thei r  appoin tm en t. 

M on tgom er y Coun ty H eal th  O f f i cer , D r . T r av is 
Gay les said , ?T hey received a l ink f r om  other  sources 
that were not f r om  the coun ty si te.?

W h i le wai t ing for  the vaccine to becom e 
avai lable to you, the m ost im por tan t step  you can  
take r igh t  now is to get educated. Peop le who are 
p lann ing to take the vaccine should  know the 
fol low ing: side ef fects, what to expect, and 
ingred ien ts. Possible side ef fects include sore 
m uscles, feel ing t i r ed , or  m i ld  fever . T hese react ions 
m ean  that the vaccine is wor k ing to help  teach  your  
body how to f igh t  the v i r us i f  you are exposed. Be 
aware that once you receive the shot, i t  does not 
m ean  that you can  d iscon t inue the COVID  safety  
p rocedures. 

Also, the Pf izer-BioN Tech  and M oder na vaccines 
both  requ i re two shots. Af ter  you get the f i r st  shot, 
you w i l l  get  the second shot af ter  3-4 weeks. T he two 
vaccines have speci f i c ingred ien ts to help  p rotect  
against  the v i r us. T he Pf izer-BioN Tech  has m RN A 
(r ibonucleic acid ) as an  act ive ingred ien t in  the 

vaccine. I t  con tains genet ic m ater ial  that  p rov ides 
instr uct ions for  our  body on  how to m ake a v i r al  
p rotein  that  t r igger s an  im m une response w i th in  our  
bod ies. T he im m une response causes the body to 
m ake an t ibod ies to f igh t  COVID -19. O ther  
ingred ien ts in  the vaccine include l ip ids, sal ts 
(potassium  ch lor ide, m onobasic potassium  
phosphate, sod ium  ch lor ide, d ibasic sod ium  
phosphate d ihydr ate), and last ly  sugar. 

T he M oder na vaccine has the fol low ing 
ingred ien ts: m RN A (Ribonucleic acid ) ?  wh ich  is 
also used to m ake our  bod ies m ake an t ibod ies ?  
l ip ids, acids (acet ic acid ), acid  stabi l i zer s 

(Trom etham ine and Trom etham ine hydroch lor ide), 
sal ts (Sod ium  acetate), and last ly  sugar. O ver al l , both  
vaccines have ver y sim i lar  ingred ien ts. 

M any opposed to tak ing vaccines are wor r ied  
about what i s in  i t . H owever, i f  you do your  research , 
you can  see that vaccines are safe and ef fect ive. For  
m ore in for m at ion  go to 
www.cdc.gov/ coronavi r us/ 20 19-ncov/ vaccines. 
Fur ther m ore, i f  you?re wonder ing about the p r ior i ty  
groups and where to register  v isi t      
h t tps:// www.m on tgom er ycoun tym d.gov/ cov id19

vaccine/ #pr ior i ty -groups. 

By NATALI A GARCI A
Staff Writer
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By M I A RESNICOW                         
Senior Staff Writer

Q O ?s own  social  stud ies teacher, 
Sum m er  Pagl ianete, also known  as M s. 
Pags, i s under  invest igat ion  by M CPS 
for  her  al leged involvem en t in  the 
Cap i tol  r iots that  took p lace on  Januar y 
6. 

H ere are the f acts: around 11 PM  
on  Januar y 27, an  anonym ous 
I nstagr am  accoun t by the nam e of  
@qoanonom  posted to thei r  feed an  
al leged screenshot f r om  Pagl ianete?s 
I nstagr am  stor y, show ing her  
com m en t ing on  a post about Geor ge 
Floyd and the 20 20  elect ion  say ing, 
?Couldn?t have voted  anyways because 
he was a v iolen t felon .? H owever  th is i s 
not t r ue, accord ing to the M innesota 
Secretar y of  State, peop le who reside 
in  M innesota who have been  convicted  
of  a felony but have f in ished al l  par ts 
of  thei r  sen tence (l i ke parole, 
p robat ion  or  super v ised release) can  
register  to vote. 

T he anonym ous I nstagr am  
accoun t also posted  a l ink to a pet i t ion  
for  ?hold ing teacher s accoun table.? As 
of  Febr uar y 9, the pet i t ion  has over  
4,30 0  signatures, includ ing the nam es 

of  other  Q O  teacher s, staf f  and 

studen ts. T he @qoanonom  accoun t 
also posted  to thei r  stor y  screen  
record ings of  Pagl ianete?s I nstagr am  
stor y, al leged ly  show ing her  at  the 
Tr um p r al ly  on  Januar y 6 in  
W ash ington , D C and m arch ing to the 
Cap i tol . H owever, i t  i s not  clear  i f  she 
en tered the Cap i tol , com m i t ted  any 
i l legal  acts or  broke any M CPS pol icies. 
Al leged ly, Pagl ianete d id  not at tend 
any v i r tual  check- ins that  day. 

Jenn i fer  Yang, a social  stud ies 
teacher  at  Q O  who signed the pet i t ion , 
said , ?W e have to act ively  be 
an t i - r acist .? T hat i s the reason  why she 
signed and com m en ted on  the 
pet i t ion . ?I  th ink i t?s real ly  im por tan t 
for  the teacher s to say som eth ing,? she 
added. ?I t?s not r igh t  to put i t  on  the 
shoulder s of  the studen ts.? 

Approx im ately  20  teacher s and 
Q O  staf f  m em ber s have al leged ly  
signed the pet i t ion , and T he Prowler  
was able to con f i r m  the authen t ici ty  of  
six of  those signatures.

I n  the com m en ts of  the pet i t ion , a 
num ber  of  teacher s seem  to have taken  
a sim i lar  stance as Yang. ?I  don?t wan t 
the studen ts to th ink that  any pol i t i cal  

speech  f rom  any teacher  that  they see 
represen ts the whole staf f ,? said  social  
stud ies teacher  Joshua Schum an . H e 

con t inued to say how the teacher s and 
other  staf f  m em ber s signed the 
pet i t ion  not necessar i ly  to take a 
pol i t i cal  stance, but to show suppor t  to 
studen ts who were upset by the al leged 
posts. 

And wh i le these al legat ions cam e 
as a sur p r ise to a lot  of  the Q O  
com m un i ty, one m other  of  a Q O  
studen t took to Tw i t ter  to share her  
exper ience w i th  Pagl ianete and the 
adm in istr at ion , both  of  whom  nei ther  
con f i r m ed nor  den ied  th is stor y  when  
asked for  a com m en t. L isa W ade, the 
m other  of  alum n i  M atthew Jones ?20 , 
said  she exper ienced Pagl ianete?s 
r acism  f i r sthand. H er  Tw i t ter  post 
stated , ?M y son  per sonal ly  exper ienced 
f i r st  hand th is teacher 's r acism  at 
Q O H S. She abused her  power  of  
hav ing som eone in  her  f am i ly  in  law 
en forcem en t to har ass m y son  outside 
of  school . N ow m y 9th  gr ader  i s in  her  
class and being subjected  to her  
bel ief s.? T h is inciden t was descr ibed to 
the Prowler  by both  W ade and Jones, 
and there is a M on tgom er y Coun ty 
of f i cer  in  the of f i cial  d i r ector y nam ed 
Jam es J. Pagl ianete, who W ade bel ieves 

is the of f i cer  that  cam e to her  house. 
By 3:0 0  pm  the next day, Januar y 

28, the @sum m er pags I nstagr am  

accoun t had been  deleted  or  d isabled . 
T he @qoanonom  Instagr am  accoun t 
has also been  deleted  or  d isabled .

W h i le there are st i l l  m any 
unknowns about the outcom e of  these 
al legat ions, adm in istr at ion  stated  at  a 
staf f  m eet ing on  Febr uar y 3 that  there 
have been  ?a lot  of  concer ns? f rom  
staf f  and fam i l ies about the inciden t, 
and em phasized to ?tr ust  the p rocess, 
even  i f  you don?t know the p rocess.?

T h is i s a develop ing stor y, wh ich  
T he Prowler  w i l l  con t inue to repor t  
on . I f  you have any in for m at ion , p lease 
con tact  us on  Tw i t ter  or  I nstagr am  
@qohs_ prowler  or  v ia em ai l  at  
Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com .

Prowler staff member Riley Smith also 
contributed to this report.

TWITTER.COM

Q O  teach er  u n der  i n vest i gat i on

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine/#priority-groups
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine/#priority-groups
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine/#priority-groups
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine/#priority-groups
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E D I T OR I A L  POL I CY

T he Prowler glad ly  accep ts com m en ts, 

concer ns, and let ter s to the ed i tor  f r om  
staf f , studen ts, and com m un i ty  m em ber s. 

L et ter s m ay be m ai led  c/ o T he Prowler  to 
the school  address above, or  they can  be 

em ai led  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . 
L etter s m ay be ed i ted  for  space and clar i ty.

A B OU T

T he Prowler i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the 1988-89 school  year . To 
becom e a staf f  m em ber, studen ts should  
take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  M s. 
Cooley-Klein  to qual i f y  for  the N ewspaper  
Product ion  class.

Pr esi den t  B i den ?s 21 days i n  20 21
Biden wastes no time on issuing executive orders
By SARA KLEM OW
Editor- in-Chief

Joe Biden  is now the 46th  
Presiden t of  the Un i ted  States, and 
Kam ala H ar r is the f i r st  Af r i can  
Am er ican , South -Asian , and fem ale 
Vice Presiden t. T he f i r st  10 0  days in  
of f i ce are known  to set  the tone for  
the rest  of  the p residen t?s four-year  
ter m . 

T he Biden  adm in istr at ion  has 
handfu ls of  wor k to do and p lans to 
focus i ts p r ior i t ies on  COVID -19, the 
econom y, heal thcare, env i ronm en t, 
and im m igr at ion . 

Take a look at  our  t im el ine below 
to see what the Biden  adm in istr at ion  
has accom pl ished f rom  Januar y 20  to 
Febr uar y 9 ?  Biden?s f i r st  21 days as 
Presiden t in  20 21.

?Today, on this January day, my whole soul is in this. Bringing America 
together, uniting our people, uniting our nation? ? 

-Joe Biden, Inauguration Speech, January 20, 2021

?N at ional  Str ategy for  the Covid-19 
Response and Pandem ic 
Preparedness,? wh ich  out l ines a 
cen tr al i zed  feder al  r esponse. A dozen  
execut ive order s were signed to car r y  
out th is p lan  that af ter noon . 

Jan u ar y  22-24, Econ om y : 
Biden  signed an  execut ive order  for  
econom ic rel ief  r elated  to the 
pandem ic. T h is included an  increase 
in  nutr i t ion  assistance to low- incom e 
fam i l ies and the r igh t  for  wor ker s to 
refuse em ploym en t i f  i t  jeopard izes 
thei r  heal th . Biden  also im proved 
feder al  wor ker  p rotect ions. 

Jan u ar y  25, A m er i can s Fi r st : 
Biden  repealed  Tr um p?s ban  on  
tr ansgender  peop le in  the m i l i tar y. 
Biden  also set  a suspended en tr y  on  
im m igr an ts/ t r avel ler s f r om  the 
Schengen  Area (W ester n  Europe), UK, 
I r eland, Br azi l , and South  Af r ica due 
to the increase of  coronavi r us 
spread ing and new var ian ts in  those 
locat ions. T he ?Buy Am er ican  
Execut ive O rder ? was signed to 
m axim ize the use of  and investm en t 
in  Am er ican  p roducts by the feder al  
gover nm en t. 

Jan u ar y  26, Equ al i ty : Biden  
signs a m em or andum  to p rotect  Asian  
Am er icans and Paci f i c I slander s f r om  
d iscr im inat ion , to strengthen  
relat ionsh ips w i th  N at ive Am er ican  
tr ibes, and to rect i f y  our  h istor y  of  
d iscr im inator y housing pol ices. 
Feder al  gover nm en t con tr acts w i th  
p r ivate p r isons were also ended.

Jan u ar y  27-28, Cl im ate, 
H eal th , an d  Sci en ce: T he Biden  
adm in istr at ion  put for th  execut ive 
order s to address the cl im ate cr isis 
dom est ical ly  and in ter nat ional ly, 
strengthen  gover nm en t heal thcare 
system s, and suppor t  l i sten ing to 
science when  i t  com es to pol icy  
m ak ing. Biden  has created a new 
posi t ion , the Special  Presiden t ial  
Envoy for  Cl im ate, that  w i l l  wor k w i th  

feder al  agencies to develop  a cl im ate 
f inance p lan  for  im p lem en t ing 
sustainable str ategies in  the U.S. and 
assist ing develop ing coun tr ies in  thei r  
env i ronm en tal  ef for ts.

Febr u ar y  2, I m m igr at i on : An 
execut ive order  to im prove 
im m igr at ion  was signed. I t  includes 
im prov ing the natur al i zat ion  p rocess 
(path  to ci t i zensh ip), as wel l  as 
p rom ot ion  of  natur al i zat ion . Another  
execut ive order  was signed to address 
the cause of  m igr at ion  f rom  Cen tr al  
Am er ica. L ast ly, an  execut ive order  to 
reun i f y  f am i l ies separ ated  at  the 
border  was signed by Biden .

Febr u ar y  4, Ref u gees: Biden  
signs an  execut ive order  to ?rebu i ld  
and enhance? refugee p rogr am s, and 
p lan  for  the im pact of  cl im ate change 
on  m igr at ion . H is goal  for  h is f i r st  
year  in  of f i ce is to increase adm issions 
to p rov ide a safe haven  to 125,0 0 0  
refugees who are f leeing f rom  
v iolence.

Febr u ar y  9, Vacci n es: Biden  
announced the launch  of  the Feder al ly  
Q ual i f ied  H eal th  Cen ter  p rogr am , 
wh ich  p rov ides m ore vaccines to 
com m un i t ies cen ter s of  the 
under-ser ved and m ost vu lner able 
around the Un i ted  States. ?T he 

p rogr am  w i l l  be phased in , w i th  the 
f i r st  cen ter s able to star t  order ing 
vaccines as ear ly  as the week of  
Febr uar y 15. T he in i t ial  phase w i l l  
include at  least  one Com m un i ty  
H eal th  Cen ter  in  each  state, expand ing 
to 250  cen ter s in  the com ing weeks.? 
T he Biden -H ar r is adm in istr at ion  w i l l  
also increase thei r  nat ionw ide week ly  
vaccine supp ly  d istr ibut ion  up  28% 
(about 11 m i l l ion  doses) and wor k w i th  
m anufacturer s to keep  th is as the 
m in im um  level .

Apar t  f r om  execut ive order s 
and act ions, Biden  has been  wor k ing 
on  T he Am er ican  Rescue Plan : an  
em er gency legislat ive package for  
COVID -19 rel ief  and fund ing 
vaccinat ions. Biden  hopes for  th is to 
be a bipar t i san  ef for t , but  D em ocr ats 
are p repar ing to pass the legislat ion  
i tsel f  w i th  Vice Presiden t H ar r is? 
t ie-break ing vote in  the Senate. T he 
GO P con t inues to wor k w i th  Biden  on  
com prom ises, who is open  to 
negot iat ions, even  though  D em ocr ats 
t r ead on  w i th  thei r  t r i l l i on  dol lar  
st im ulus package. T he H ouse of  
Represen tat ives hopes to pass the bi l l  
in  the next two weeks, aim ing to have 
the bi l l  signed in to law before M arch  
14, whether  the GO P con for m s or  not. 

I n f or m at i on  sou r ced  f r om  w h i teh ou se.gov

Jan u ar y  20 , I n au gu r at i on : 
Presiden t Biden  and Vice Presiden t 
H ar r is are of f i cial ly  swor n  in to of f i ce. 
Biden  signs 17 execut ive order s, m ost 
notably : m ask m andate on  al l  feder al  
p roper ty, non -ci t i zens to be coun ted in  
the census, l i f t ing the t r avel  ban  on  
p redom inan t ly  M usl im  coun tr ies, hal t  
on  border  wal l  constr uct ion , re-en ter ing 
the Par is Cl im ate Accords, revok ing the 
Keystone X L  p ipel ine per m i t , and 
extend ing a feder al  m or ator ium  
(tem por ar y p roh ibi t ion) on  ev ict ions to 
at  least  the end of  M arch .

Jan u ar y  21, COVI D -19 
Resp on se: T he Biden  adm in istr at ion  
released a 20 0 -page docum en t  t i t led

D ur ing a m eet ing on  Tuesday, 
Januar y 12, the M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Board  of  Educat ion  voted  7-1 to delay 
i ts reopen ing p lan  for  the th i r d  t im e, 
push ing back the Febr uar y 1 star t  date 
un t i l  at  least  M arch  15 ?  m ore than  a 
year  af ter  bu i ld ings closed. 

T h is announcem en t, al though  not 
a total  shock, caused som e studen ts to 
si t  back in  joy, know ing they have an  
extr a m on th  to si t  in  thei r  bed w i th  
pajam as on  wh i le l i sten ing to Z oom  

class. H owever, other  studen ts found 
th is announcem en t as just  another  
d isappoin tm en t added to a l i st  of  
thousands that have been  caused due 
to COVID -19. Sen ior  Ch loe L ev ine 
exp lained her  joy solely  for  the f act  
that  she ?has a hal f -day schedule for  
second sem ester , wh ich  m eans [she] 

w i l l  on ly  have class two days a week, 

wh ich  is awesom e.? 
T h is com es in  com plete con tr ast  to 

sen ior  Jason  L ebow i tz, who stated , 
?W e've al ready lost  the en t i r e school  
year  due to COVID -19, so going back 
for  a coup le m on ths and end ing the 
year  nor m al ly  would  be great!?

D ur ing the m eet ing that decided 
th is f ate, Super in tenden t Jack Sm i th  
said , ?I  know th is i s d i f f i cu l t  for  som e, 
and for  other s, they?re rel ieved....W e 
th ink th is m akes the m ost sense at  th is 
poin t .? M any studen ts however, l i ke 
jun ior  Rachel  Swar tz, are ?f r ustr ated  
w i th  M CPS and the lack of  

in for m at ion  they are d isp lay ing,? along 
w i th  the ?beh ind-schedule school  star t  
desp i te alm ost ever y other  coun ty in   
M ar y land [being] back to in -per son  
lear n ing.? She is not the on ly  per son  to 
agree w i th  the con fusion  of  why 
M on tgom er y Coun ty is so beh ind  
ever y other  coun ty. Sophom ore L izzie 

Gelm anhared how she th inks i t 's 

?extrem ely d i f f i cu l t  to stay focused in  
on l ine school? and doesn 't  under stand 
why M on tgom er y Coun ty ?won't  even  
tr y  to star t  put t ing sm al l  groups back 
in to school .? 

T he D ecem ber  school  board  
m eet ing, wh ich  voted  on  and 
approved a retur n  to school  p lan , 
out l ined a phased retur n  to in -per son  
lear n ing. T h is approved p lan  
con tained two im por tan t f actor s that  
st i l l  in  Febr uar y M on tgom er y Coun ty 
has not been  able to m eet. T hese 
factor s are a COVID -19 case r ate of  15 
per  10 0 k residen ts or  less, or  a test  

posi t iv i ty  r ate below 5%. 
O n  Febr uar y 9, 

the Board  of  Ed. 
announced to star t  
phasing studen ts  
back in to school  in  
M arch . View the 
update w i th  th is 

Q R code.

By  M ADDY FREEDM AN             
Senior Staff Writer

M CPS p u sh es i n -p er son  sch ool  to M ar ch
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T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !
L I FET I M E PAT RO N S

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie?s Backyard  BBQ
A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown  

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D ?Cr uz Fam i ly
Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son

Ju l ie D in tam in
T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , &  L auren  
D eVi to

D iane &  D ave Faulkner
T he Fawley Fam i ly  

T he Feingold  Fam i ly  
T he Fier stein  Fam i ly  

Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein  

Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an  
D onna &  Chr is Fur nas 

Br yn  Gaer tner  
Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, L L C 

N anette &  D avid  Gi l les 
T he Golan  Fam i ly

T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly
Robin  H ieder

T he H or an  Fam i ly
T he H um phreys Fam i ly

T he H wang Fam i ly
Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson
T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly

Susan  Katz
Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner
T he Kennedy Fam i ly

T he Kim  Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal
T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian

T he L ake Fam i ly
L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom

T he L oeb Fam i ly
Karen  L oggia

T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel
T he M i l ls Fam i ly

T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly
T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly
Br ian  M onk Jan ice M onk 
M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk 
Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala 

M T UT RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion  
I n  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees 

El isa N iem tzow 
T he N y land Fam i ly  

Alex O kun  
T he Par ker  Fam i ly  

N ina Paul  
I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins 

D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke 
Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa

T he Pr ice Fam i ly  
T he Purdy Fam i ly  

Anne &  Bob Q uinn  
L aur a Rister  

Jam ie Rosen thal  

T he Rudn ic Fam i ly  
T he Schneibolk Fam i ly  

M indy Stoler  
T he Str im p le Fam i ly  

Patr icia Shaf fer  
N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

20 20 -21 
PAT RO N S

W ant to see 
your  nam e here?

Becom e a patron  of  T he 
Prowler by f i l l i ng out the 
for m  below. T hank you 
for  suppor t ing studen t 

jour nal ism !

BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER!

Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  c/ o T he Prowler , or  d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am es(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper
- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)
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N avaln y  w on 't  back  dow n  again st  Pu t i n
H ow one man has shifted the political dynamic of a global superpower

From  r ad ical i zed v iolence to som e 
of  the wor st  r ates of  coronavi r us in  
the wor ld , i t?s of ten t im es d i f f i cu l t  as 
an  Am er ican , especial ly  now, to f u l ly  
under stand what i s going on  global ly. 
But, i f  you have watched the news 
any t im e in  the past few m on ths, there 
is a good chance you have heard  of  
Russian  opposi t ion  leader  Alexei  
N avalny. But who is N avalny, and why 
is h is ar rest  so sign i f i can t? 

 As the longest- ser v ing Russian  
leader  since Josef  Stal in , ex-KGB agen t 
and cur ren t Presiden t of  Russia 
V lad im i r  Put in  has ser ved w i th  few to 
no bar r ier s to h is power, un t i l  now. As 
both  p residen t and Pr im e M in ister  on  
and of f  for  a com bined 21 year s, Put in  
has kep t an  i r on  gr ip  on  power  in  
Russia. 

 W h i le Put in  of ten  r uns against  
cand idates w i th  l i t t le to no chance of  
ever  succeed ing to the Presidency of  
Russia, in  20 16, 41-year-old  lawyer  
Alex i  N avalny decided to do one of  
the m ost dangerous th ings a Russian  
can  do: r un  against  V lad im i r  Put in . 
D ur ing h is cam paign , N avalny 
cam paigned on  the ideas of  
an t i - cor r up t ion  and m ak ing Russia a 
m ore dem ocr at ic state. W h i le 

r unn ing, N avalny was ar rested  sever al  
t im es for  hav ing unauthor ized r al l ies 
and was even  bar red  f rom  appear ing 
on  telev ision , wh ich  he bypassed by 
star t ing a w idely  popular  sel f -nam ed 
YouTube channel . 

But even  N avalny cou ldn?t avoid  
the consequences of  r unn ing against  
Put in . D ur ing h is cam paign , N avalny 
was assaul ted  when  a pedestr ian  th rew 
a green  dye in  h is f ace, causing h im  to 
lose eigh ty  percen t of  h is v ision  in  h is 
r igh t  eye. 

M ost recen t ly, on  August 20  
dur ing a f l igh t  to M oscow, N avalny fel l  
i l l , causing the p lane to d iver t  i ts path  
and land in  O m sk, Russia. N avalny, 

then  in  a com atose state, was f lown  to 
Ber l in  where i t  was d iscovered that he 
had been  poisoned w i th  the ner ve 
agen t N ovichok, a poison  classical ly  
used by the Russian  and Soviet  
gover nm en ts. Af ter  relear n ing how to 
walk and speak, on  D ecem ber  21, 
N avalny released a v ideo in  wh ich  he 
and cal led  a Russian  chem ical  
weapons exper t  who con fessed that 
the poison  had been  p laced in  
N avalny?s under wear  by agen ts f r om  
Russia?s Feder al  Secur i ty  Ser v ice and 
that i f  the p lane had not landed as 
ear ly  as i t  d id , N avalny would  be dead.

Fol low ing N avalny?s recover y, he 
vowed to retur n  to Russia, and so on  

Januar y 17, N avalny took a p lane back 
to Russia on ly  to be ar rested  upon  
land ing. I n  order  to clear  th ings up  
upon  h is ar rest , so the publ ic knows i f  
the gover nm en t poisons N avalny once 
again , N avalny has stated : ?Just in  case: 
I ?m  not going to hang m ysel f  on  the 
w indow or  cut  m y ar m s or  th roat w i th  
a spoon .? A m akesh i f t  cour t  in  the 
pol ice stat ion  where N avalny was 
being held  r u led  that N avalny is to 
rem ain  in  p r ison  un t i l  Febr uar y 15 for  
v iolat ing h is parole. 

Fol low ing h is ar rest , N avalny 
released fur ther  docum en tat ion  and 
v ideos reveal ing f ur ther  gover nm en t 
cor r up t ion  and then  p rotests er up ted. 
I n  each  of  Russia?s 11 t im e zones, 
hundreds of  thousands of  p rotester s 
wen t to the street dem and ing the 
release of  N avalny. As of  Febr uar y 
second, N avalny has been  sen tenced 
to m ore than  two year s in  p r ison , and 
m ost l i kely  t im e in  a penal  colony.

W h i le the Tr um p adm in istr at ion  
had noth ing to say on  the poison ing of  
N avalny nor  the al leged Russian  
Solar w inds hack, fo l low ing being 
swor n  in , Presiden t Biden?s Secretar y 
of  State, An thony Bl inken , said  in  a 
p ress con ference: ?W e have a deep 
concer n  for  M r. N avalny?s safety  and 
secur i ty  ?  and h is voice is the voice of  
m any m any Russians and i t  shou ld  be 
heard  not m uzzled .? 

By  RI LEY SM I T H
Staff Writer

THE GUARDIAN
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Sou th  A si an s ar e bei n g sh or t -ch an ged
M edia worsens perception of South Asians

Search ing th rough  Shajia Jaf r i?s 
m em or ies would  be qu i te a 
convolu ted  exper ience. T h is i sn?t to 
say that they lack total i ty, but  that  they 
are so v iv id , and of ten  w ind ing that, in  
order  to under stand her  l i fe, one 
would  f i r st  need to know her  cu l tur al  
iden t i ty : the daugh ter  of  M usl im  and 
im m igr an t paren ts, an  ar t  
connoisseur, an  over ach iever , and a 
lesbian  wom an  of  color . H er  iden t i ty  
i s the ep i tom e of  in ter sect ional i ty. 

M uch  of  th is Q uince O rchard  
sen ior ?s l i fe i s a ser ies of  com plex 
anom al ies and per p lex ing junct ions, 
each  cap t ivat ing the senses: T he 
insolen t looks f rom  passer sby as she 
wore her  t r ad i t ional  D esi  apparel . T he 
spel l ing of  popcor n , the f i r st  Engl ish  
word  she lear ned to read. T he bi t ter  
tone of  her  cr uel  classm ates as they 
in ter rogated her  on  O sam a Bin  L aden , 
or  the an tagon ist i c words of  str anger s 
who har assed her  h i jabi  m other . T he 
sm el l  of  the Pak istan i  food wh ich  
cou ld  heal  al l  wounds, and the taste of  
Urdu leav ing her  l ips as she poured 
out words of  ever y k ind  to al l  who 
l i stened. T he th in  d r y  pages of  a br and 
new book, or  the st inging heat of  a 
bak ing sheet. T hese m em or ies, am ong 
other s, have been  un iquely  shaped by 
her  dem ogr aph ics and thei r  
connect ion  to her  env i ronm en t.

Bor n  Am er ican , she revels w i th  
the best of  us in  breakfast  potatoes, 

Gi lm ore Gi r ls, and al l  th ings 
pop-cu l ture, yet  even  st i l l , she rem ains 
p roud of  her  cu l tur al  her i tage ?  
p roud to be D esi . T h is ethn ic 
un i f i cat ion  rem ained sim p le for  m ost 
of  her  l i fe, w i th  the excep t ion  of  a few 
m om en ts when  she feared shar ing her  
cu l tur al  p r ide w i th  the 
p redom inan t ly -wh i te town . I t  wasn?t 
un t i l  m idd le school  that  the f u l lness of  
her  com plex iden t i ty  was revealed . 

D ur ing her  
ear ly  year s of  
adolescence, 
Jaf r i  began  to 
real i ze she had 
feel ings for  a 
gi r l  in  her  class. 
Un fazed, she 
rem ained 
unabashed in  
her  t r u th . 
Com ing out of  
the closet, she 
found solace in  
the accep t ing 
com for t  of  her  
sibl ings, and 
am i ty  in  other  
lesbian  wom en . 
?I  was fam i l iar  w i th  [m y sexual i ty ]  
because m y sister  had al ready com e 
out to m e,? she said . 

O ther s, though , weren 't  as toler an t 
of  her  revelat ion . ?But you?re 
supposed to m ar r y  a good Pak istan i  
boy,? her  f ather  said  upon  hear ing the 
news. T he two were stand ing on  a 
w indy p ier , look ing out at  the roar ing 
waves, and Jaf r i  fel t  that  i t  was t im e for  

h im  to know. M on ths later , she found 
the cour age to tel l  her  m other . 
Accord ing to Jaf r i , i t  ?d idn?t go wel l .? 
H er  cour age, however, was also 
p rom pted by the d ivu lgence of  her  
secret  relat ionsh ip  w i th  another  gi r l . 
?T he on ly  reason  I  cam e out to m y 
paren ts was because they [knew I  was 
dat ing her ],? she said . 

Jaf r i  r em ained in  the relat ionsh ip  
for  alm ost a year. O n ly  recen t ly  d id  

the two par t  
ways for  a 
num ber  of  
r easons ?  one 
of  wh ich  was 
inciden ts in  
wh ich  Jaf r i?s 
wh i te gi r l f r iend 
m ade 
m icroaggressive 
com m en ts 
regard ing her  
ethn ic 
background.
 D esp i te 
agon izing 
exper iences, 
Jaf r i  i s p roud of  
the wholeness 

of  her  iden t i ty. Al though  th is has 
given  her  the power  to be vu lner able 
and tr u ly  honest w i th  her  f r iends, 
other s have taken  advan tage of  her  
t r ansparency. 

D ur ing her  f r eshm an  year  at  
Q uince O rchard , in  an  at tem pt to 
f igure out thei r  own  sexual i ty, another  
gi r l  m olested  Jaf r i . Because i t  was her  
supposed f r iend, Jaf r i  d idn?t t r u ly  

under stand what was happen ing to 
her  un t i l  m on ths later . I n  gym  classes, 
w i th in  the locker  room , and when  the 
two were separ ate f r om  the group , 
Jaf r i  said  th is gi r l  would  touch  her  and 
talk about her  body. ?I  had to teach  
her  about consen t f ive t im es,? Jaf r i  
said . ?She would  slap  m y [butt]  and 
gr ab m y chest.? She suppressed m uch  
of  these exper iences and on ly  real i zed 
she was being sexual ly  assaul ted  as the 
m em or ies cam e back to her  in  her  
n igh tm ares. 

Al though  she is wor k ing th rough  
i t  in  ther apy now, th is t im e w i l l  stay 
w i th  her  forever . I n  th ink ing th rough  
th is exper ience, Jaf r i  said , ?I?m  glad  
that i t  d idn?t change m y v iew of  other  
wom an , especial ly  other  queer  
wom en . T hey do have a stereotype of  
being p redator s, and I  hate that . And 
even  though  i t  happened to m e, I  
know that i s a ver y sm al l  m inor i ty.?

L ook ing ahead to the f u ture, Jaf r i  
has big d ream s not on ly  for  her  
p rofessional  l i f e, but  for  her  per sonal  
one. ?I  had always wan ted a f am i ly, 
and to get m ar r ied  [w i th] a big D esi  
wedd ing, and I  st i l l  wan t [that] : I  just  
wan t i t  w i th  a wom an ,? she said . She 
recogn izes, though , that  there w i l l  be 
obstacles to th is cu l tur al  blend. ?I  wan t 
al l  of  m y fam i ly  to be [at  m y wedd ing] 
and I  know that not al l  of  them  w i l l  
be,? Jaf r i  said . But she would  r ather  
sacr i f i ce her  per fect  wedd ing to l i ve 
her  sham eless t r u th  than  sacr i f i ce her  
t r u th  for  the dream : ?I  know that the 
ones that love m e enough  w i l l  be 
there.? she said .

By JAY M OT I WALA             
Senior Staff Writer

     

I f  I  were to ask you to nam e South  
Asian  char acter s in  Am er ican  T V 
shows and f i lm s, what would  you say? 
W ould  there be a lot? D id  you have to 
th ink hard? And i f  you were able to 
nam e som e, what would  they be? 
Som e popular  ones include Bal jeet  
f r om  Phineas and Ferb, Ravi  f r om  
Jessie, and Apu f rom  T he Sim psons. 
N otice any sim i lar i t ies?
    T hey al l  feed in to the com m on  
trope for  South  Asians that we just  
can?t seem  to escape f rom , especial ly  
w i th  th is gener at ion . T he l i t t le 
represen tat ion  we have per petuates 
the stereotype that South  Asians are 
al l  extrem ely nerdy, have th ick 
accen ts al l  of  the t im e, are weak, and 
have an  abnor m al obsession  w i th  

school . M eanwh i le, the sm al l  group  of  
posi t ive South  Asian  char acter s in  
popular  m ed ia, l i ke Beck f rom  
Victorious and Kel ly  Kapoor  f r om  
T he O ffice, were under ut i l i zed  in  
thei r  shows. 

And yes, I  under stand that these 

com plain ts are m in iscu le in  
com par ison  to the t rouble that  black 
and H ispan ic peop le have to go 
th rough . Yet i t  i s im por tan t for  the 
publ ic to com prehend that we are 
m ore than  just  our  stereotypes, and 
that our  m ed ia represen tat ion  is not  
i s not help ing our  case. Brown  k ids 

ever ywhere can  l i st  of f  a p lethor a of  
nam es that have been   used to 
descr ibe them , such  as tech  suppor t , 
and cur r y -m uncher. W e?ve had the 
red  dots on  our  foreheads be 
r id icu led , and our  accen ts im i tated  for  
laughs. And the wor st  par t  about al l  of  
th is i s that  i t  wor ks. T hey get laughs. 
M ak ing f un  of  South  Asian  cu l ture is 
so nor m al ized w i th in  the m ed ia that  
the v iewer s at  hom e bel ieve that i t  i s 
okay. T here have been  speci f i c 
ep isodes on  T he Sim psons, Phineas 
and Ferb, and Jessie that  use the 
cu l ture of  thei r  I nd ian  char acter s as 
the butt  of  a joke. 

T hese constan t negat ive 
rein forcem en ts in  the m ed ia is what 
al lows k ids and even  adu l ts to 
constan t ly  m ake fun  of  South  Asian  
k ids. T hese ideals have tr anslated  in to 
nam e cal l ing, bu l ly ing, and even  

fu l l - on  social  m ed ia t r ends. 
    L ast  year , a popular  T ikTok trend 
star ted  in  wh ich  peop le would  
com m en t under  v ideos of  peop le in  
I nd ia, claim ing that they should  ?tur n  
of f  I nd ia?s W iFi .? W hat star ted  as 
com m en t ing th is under  a few 

adm i t ted ly  wei rd  posts, f r om  peop le 
who just  happened to be f rom  Ind ia, 
tur ned in to th is ph r ase being used 
under  ever y brown  per son?s v ideo, 
even  i f  they weren?t f r om  Ind ia. T here 
are also num erous com par isons to 
Bal jeet  that  I nd ian  creator s have to 
deal  w i th  on  T ikTok and YouTube 

v ideos. T he p roblem  is that  nobody 
addresses i t . T here have been  no 
I nstagr am  th reads cr i t iqu ing th is 
t r end that peop le bl ind ly  repost on  
thei r  stor y, no m en t ions of  th is f r om  
the m ed ia, and no act ion  being taken  
to m in im ize what?s happen ing. 
      N o, we?re not ask ing you to walk 
on  eggshel ls ever y t im e you talk to us. 
Som e South  Asian  jokes (done in  good 
taste) can  actual ly  be qu i te f unny. I  
im p lore you al l  r ead ing th is to 
recogn ize the stereotypes that South  
Asians f ace, and how those are 
showcased in  the m ed ia and  af fects 
us to th is day. Recogn i t ion  of  one 

group's t r oubles can  lead to ef fect ive 
change to be m ade, lead ing to m ore 
wor thwh i le and en l igh ten ing 
com m un icat ion  and relat ionsh ips. 

PO C& : Sh aj i a Jaf r i  on  bei n g a l esb i an  
w om an  of  color  i n  a M u sl im , im m igr an t  
h ou seh old
By ANYA SESAY
Staff Writer
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Apu , a South Asian character from the Simpsons, at the convenience store he 
owns.

M aking fun of South 
Asian culture is so 
normalized within the 
media that the viewers 
at home believe that it is 
okay.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2018%2F10%2F29%2Farts%2Fapu-simpsons-halloween-box-office.html&psig=AOvVaw0ml6VN5sjb1wJ3IPR_8KLZ&ust=1612919609861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDOq_zP2-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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H ow  M CPS i s f i x i n g th e w ay i t  
h an d les sex u al  assau l t
T he role of student advocacy in creating healthier school 
environments across the county

I n  20 20 , a lot  of  news was 
revealed  about the way M CPS has 
hand led  sexual  assaul t  al legat ions. I n  
m id-June, thousands of  sur v ivor s 
took to I nstagr am  and shared thei r  
stor ies. M CPS p ledged to thorough ly  
invest igate each  al legat ion  and to 
wor k on  creat ing a better  
env i ronm en t for  v ict im s of  sexual  
assaul t , as wel l  as ensure that 
per petr ator s receive the necessar y 
repercussions. 

Righ t af ter  M CPS addressed these 
al legat ions, another  con trover sy 
occur red , as m any sophom ores tak ing 
heal th  over  the sum m er  were 
unhappy w i th  how the M CPS 
cur r icu lum  taugh t about sexual  
assaul t . T he m ost upsett ing 
assignm en ts asked studen ts to l i st  
str ategies to p reven t sexual  
m isconduct f r om  happen ing to them . 
Even tual ly, the assignm en ts were 
pu l led  f rom  the cur r icu lum .  (For  
m ore in -dep th  cover age of  what 
happened over  the sum m er, check 
out the ar t i cle in  last  m on th?s issue of  
T he Prowler .) 

T h is school  year , m any studen ts 
have been  eager  to see what refor m s 
M CPS w i l l  im p lem en t to f i x the way 
they hand le sexual  assaul t  al legat ions 
and teach  about the subject . O ne 
recen t change has been  the 
coun ty -m andated Cul ture of  Respect 
Tr ain ing. Avai lable to al l  studen ts in  

M CPS m idd le and h igh  schools, the 
t r ain ing out l ined the steps for  
recogn izing and repor t ing sexual  
assaul t . Add i t ional ly, M CPS hosted a 
L et?s Talk Respect Town  H al l  m eet ing. 
T he town  hal l  had adm in istr ator s, 
such  as D eputy Super in tenden t 
M on i f a M cKn igh t, as wel l  as studen t 
act iv ists p resen t. 

D ur ing the town  hal l , M cKn igh t 
m ade sure to rem ind studen ts that  
they are M CPS?s p r im ar y concer n . 
?Studen ts at  M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Publ ic Schools: You are the num ber  
one p r ior i ty  to m e, D r. Sm i th , and 
ever y em ployee in  the school  d istr i ct ,? 
she said . ?Ever y adu l t  in  th is school  
system  is absolu tely  responsible for  
keep ing you safe.? 

O ther  refor m s include the 
col lect ion  of  studen t data to help  
school  adm in istr ator s design  p lans for  
addressing sexual  assaul t , increased 
staf f  t r ain ing for  studen t wel f are/ T i t le 
IX  l iaisons, and enhanced BeW el l  365 
Per sonal  Body Safety  L essons. 

T he M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Regional  Studen t Gover nm en t 
Associat ion  (also known  as M CR-SGA, 
or  M CR) has been  help ing in  th is 
p rocess as wel l . Accord ing to Richard  
M on tgom er y jun ior  H ana O ?L ooney, 
Vice Presiden t of  M CR, ?M CR-SGA 
has been  wor k ing to suppor t  schools 
to create ind iv idual ized responses to 
thei r  school  com m un i t ies? needs af ter  
the even ts that  took p lace on  social  
m ed ia over  the sum m er... M CR?s goal  
has been  to suppor t  studen t groups in  
host ing d iscussion -based studen t 

even ts as wel l  as str ategic m eet ings 
w i th  school  adm in istr at ions to 
decrease the st igm a sur round ing the 
issue of  sexual  har assm en t and enact 
m ean ingfu l  change in  our  schools.? 

M CR is m ade up  of  studen ts f r om  
across the coun ty, so studen t 
advocacy is p lay ing a key role in  
changing the way that M CPS hand les 
sexual  assaul t . 

 ?I  th ink the even ts on  social  
m ed ia over  the sum m er, i f  any th ing, 
p roved just  how power fu l  the power  
of  studen t voice and advocacy is...T h is 
m ovem en t of  br ave studen ts com ing 
out ?  som et im es w i thout hav ing said  
any th ing for  year s ?  was the d i rect  
cause of  m any refor m s in  M CPS 
teacher  and adm in istr at ive pol icy  
changes, as wel l  as cur r icu lum  
changes for  studen ts,? O ?L ooney said . 

So, how can  in terested  studen ts 
par t i cipate to m ake change?

?T he Board  of  Educat ion  is 
ALW AYS look ing for  publ ic 
com m en ts, so for  any studen t who 
wan ts to speak out on  th is i ssue, I  
def in i tely  recom m end that you sign  
up  to test i f y  at  a publ ic m eet ing or  
em ai l  your  Board  of  Educat ion  
m em ber  to voice your  concer ns,? 
O ?L ooney adv ised. ?In  add i t ion , there 
are m any incred ible studen t groups 
or gan izing on  th is i ssue, includ ing the 
M on tgom er y Coun ty Regional  
Studen t Gover nm en t Associat ion  
(M CR-SGA), M oCo for  Change, 
Studen ts Towards Equi table Publ ic 
Schools (ST EPS), M oCo Em powH ER, 
and m any m ore that are always open  
and w i l l ing to accep t new m em ber s.? 

By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Staff Writer

 
?I  think the events on social 

media over the summer, if 
anything, proved just how 
powerful the power of student 
voice and advocacy is."
-  H ana O'Looney 

COVI D  Cook ies
H ow are Girl Scouts selling cookies during the pandemic?

Febr uar y is not on ly   a star t  to  the 
N ew Year, but  also the ever  popular  
season  of  Gi r l  Scout cook ie sales. W i th  
twelve d i f feren t types of  cook ies 
nat ion  w ide, the color f u l  boxes are 
nor m al ly  associated  w i th  Gi r l  Scouts 
in  thei r  un i for m s stand ing in  f r on t  of  
local  grocer y stores or  going 
door- to-door  to sel l  thei r  cook ies.  
H owever, th is year  we f ind  our selves 
in  the m idd le of  a global  pandem ic, 
and going door- to-door  i s not 
COVID - f r iend ly.  So, how can   these 
cook ies st i l l  m ake thei r  way to your  
house? W el l , thanks to the m inds of  
young scouts there are sever al  ways to 
gr ab your  box...

T he Gi r l  Scout or gan izat ion  
exp lains that  m any troops are wor k ing 
"in  creat ive, social ly  d istan t, and 
con tact- f r ee ways," f r om  "r unn ing 
v i r tual  cook ie booths on  social  m ed ia 
to set t ing up  dr ive- th rough  locat ions 
to f aci l i tat ing order s that  sh ip  d i rect ly  
to custom er s' door s." So, con tact  the 

scouts you know and ask them  how 
they are sel l ing thei r  social ly  d istan t 
cook ies.  

Ch r ist ina D ef iore, a jun ior  at  
Richard  M on tgom er y H igh  School  

and m em ber  of  Troop  4976, exp lained 
that she ?posted f l ier s w i th  a Q R code 
that br ings custom er s to the t roop  
websi te where they [can] order  the 
cook ies.? From  there, her  t r oop  is in  
char ge of  del iver ing al l  the cook ies.   

I f  you rely  on  the grocer y 
store booths or  the scout who goes 
door- to-door  to get your  cook ies, 
you're st i l l  in  luck . Gi r l  Scouts has 

par tnered w i th  Gr ubhub, and star t ing 
Febr uar y 1, select  t r oops w i l l  be sel l ing 
the cook ies r igh t  on  the app .  You can  
also check out the database on  the 
nat ional  order  si te to f ind  a t r oop  near  
you and p lace your  order .  

Even  a pandem ic can?t stop  
these ener get ic young scouts f r om  
sel l ing thei r  f am ous cook ies. Along 
w i th  the t r ad i t ional  and popular  

Sam oas, T h in  M in ts, and Tagalongs, 
Gi r l  Scouts USA also released, in  
cer tain  areas, a new French  
toast- insp i red  cook ie cal led  
?Toast-Yay !? T he toast- shaped cook ies 
have a signature f rench  toast f lavor  
w i th  one side d ipped in  i cing and the 
Gi r l  Scout t r efoi l  stam ped on  top . 

T he cook ies avai lable to our  
area include the classic Sam oas, T h in  

M in ts, T refoi ls, D o-Si -D os and 
Tagalongs.  Som e newer  cook ies 
include L em on-ups, S?m ores, and 
Tof fee-Tast ic.

Some of the most 
popular cookies 
include:

- Samoas
- Tagalongs 
- T hin M ints
- Girl Scout 

S'mores
- Trefoils

By ANNA SOYKAN
Staff Writer

THE WASHINGTON POST
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Black  H i stor y  M on th

As Januar y has com e to an  end, one of  
the m ost im por tan t yet  of ten  
under appreciated  m on ths begins: Black 
H istor y  M on th ! Twen ty -eigh t days to 
rem em ber  and celebr ate al l  of  the 
im por tan t peop le and even ts that  took 
p lace th roughout the h istor y  of  the Af r ican  
d iaspor a. Black H istor y  M on th , for m er ly  
nam ed Black H istor y  W eek before 
Presiden t Ger ald  Ford  extended i t  dur ing 
the Civ i l  Righ ts M ovem en t, was founded by 
Car ter  G. W oodson , also known  as the 
?Father  of  Black H istor y.? H e was an  
Am er ican  author , jour nal ist , and h istor ian , 
and he founded the Associat ion  for  the 
Study of  N egro L i fe and H istor y, now cal led  
the Associat ion  for  the Study of  Af r i can  
Am er ican  L i fe and H istor y, in  order  to 
in for m  ind iv iduals about the Black l i fe, 
h istor y, and cu l ture that  the educat ion  
system  so clear ly  lacked.

I f  they had not been  acknowledged 
before, 20 20 ?s unexpected even ts t r u ly  
shone a l igh t  on  the system ic r acism  that 
has con tam inated our  just ice system  for  
cen tur ies. Fol low ing the recen t in just ices 
Af r ican  Am er icans f aced ?  the br u tal  
k i l l i ngs of  Breonna Tay lor , Geor ge Floyd, 
and Tony M cD ade being on ly  a sm al l  
f r act ion  of  them  ?  we saw BL M  protests 

gain  t r act ion  w i th  the hopes of  br inging 
at ten t ion  to r acial  inequal i ty  and seek ing 
just ice. W i th  a new Presiden t in  of f i ce, and 
not to m en t ion  a wom an  of  color  as the 
second-h ighest in  com m and, we can  
hopefu l ly  m ake the changes needed to 
push  our  nat ion  in  the r igh t  d i rect ion  and 
begin  the heal ing p rocess we?re in  great 
need of . And Black H istor y  M on th  is an  
im por tan t beginn ing step .

W i th  al l  that  being said , how exact ly  
should  one celebr ate Black H istor y  M on th? 
T here is no one answer, of  cour se, and as a 
non -black per son  I  do not have the 
author i ty  nor  the m eans to tel l  you what 
you should  and shouldn?t do. But as an  
ind iv idual  who is str iv ing to lear n  m ore 
and educate her sel f  on  the h istor y  of  th is 
m on th , I  would  l i ke to share a few resources 
I  have found.

Beginn ing here at  Q O , on  the D ashboard  
sect ion  of  Canvas Classroom , there are a 
few basic f acts about Black H istor y  M on th  
(BH M ). Add i t ional ly, Q O  is stream ing a 
Black H istor y  M on th  Showcase on  
Febr uar y 26 at  6 PM  on  YouTube in  order  
to celebr ate Af r ican  Am er ican  
ach ievem en ts and cu l ture and showcase the 
talen ts of  Q O ?s Black studen ts. (For  anyone 

who is in terested  in  par t i cipat ing, there is a 
l ink to the Google for m  sign -up  sheet on  
the D ashboard .) Q O  studen ts also created 
the I nstagr am  accoun t @blackatqo th is past 
sum m er, and recen t ly  the accoun t has been  
shar ing d i f feren t books, podcasts, and other  
m ed ia ever y day of  th is m on th  that touch  
on  social  just ice, pol i t i cs, and top ics that  
of ten  im pact peop le of  color . Sim p ly check 
thei r  stor y  ever y day, and there is a new 
resource for  you!

O utside of  Q O , the N at ional  M useum  of  
Af r i can  Am er ican  H istor y  and Cul ture is 
launch ing f ree v i r tual  even ts to p reser ve 
the accom pl ishm en ts of  Af r i can  Am er icans 
th roughout h istor y. A conver sat ion  w i th  
Alger non  Aust in  and Jevay Groom s about 
the ef fect  of  COVID -19 on  the Af r ican  
Am er ican  com m un i ty  i s one of  m any, and 
al l  that  i s requ i red  is your  registr at ion  
th rough  the m useum ?s websi te. T he 
Associat ion  for  the Study of  Af r i can  
Am er ican  L i fe and H istor y  also p lans to 
hold  a num ber  of  on l ine even ts th roughout 
the m on th  of  Febr uar y on  top ics l i ke ?H ow 
Af r ican  Am er ican  Fam i l ies H ave Been  
Por tr ayed in  the M edia,? wh ich  are open  to 
the publ ic and can  be accessed on  thei r  
websi te.

Black H istor y  M on th  also p rov ides a 
t im ely  oppor tun i ty  to suppor t  Black-owned 
businesses. Accord ing to CN N , an  est im ated 
40 % have had to close down  between  
Febr uar y and Apr i l  of  20 20 , wh ich  is ?tw ice 
the decl ine exper ienced by W h i te business 
owner s.? O r gan izat ions l i ke Br ava p rov ide 
an  easy way to f ind  and order  f r om  
Black-owned businesses in  your  area. For  
M on tgom er y Coun ty, m ocoshow.com  has 
m ul t ip le l i sts of  Black-owned businesses 
(includ ing thei r  num ber s and websi tes) 
r anging f rom  f i tness com pan ies and 
bar ber s to restaur an ts and food tr ucks.

Al though  th is i s not near ly  al l  the 
d i f feren t ways one cou ld  celebr ate Black 
H istor y  M on th , I  hope th is p rov ided a 
help fu l  hand. I f  you are look ing for  m ore 
ideas, the N at ional  Associat ion  for  the 
Advancem en t of  Colored Peop le p rov ided 
m any in  an  ar t i cle t i t led  ?28 W ays to 
Celebr ate Black H istor y  M on th .?
O nce again , as I  m ysel f  am  look ing for  new 
ways to broaden  m y per spect ives and help  
to end r acial  in just ice, I  encour age you to 
do the sam e. Ask quest ions. D iver si f y  your  
resources. And you m igh t end up  w i th  an  
under stand ing you d idn?t have before.

By STACY SHIN

Senior Staff Writer 
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H ow  h as r em ote l ear n i n g im p acted  Q O T V? 
By NATALI E PRICE
Editor- in-Chief

I t?s the end of  f i r st  per iod  on  a 
Fr iday, and there?s on ly  six m ore 
classes to get th rough  un t i l  the 
weekend. Studen ts are pack ing up  
thei r  th ings when  the m or n ing 
announcem en ts beam  th roughout the 
bu i ld ing. Al l  eyes d i rect  to the 
Prom ethean  board , where we watch  
som e of  Q uince O rchard?s latest  news 
and features ?  teacher s show us 
around thei r  classroom s giv ing us a 
tour  of  thei r  ?cr ib,? adm in istr ator s 
d r ive around together  and sing 
kar aoke, and SGA announces a 
m essage regard ing H om ecom ing 
updates and the big footbal l  gam e 
ton igh t (i t?s a blackout). 

T h is was a typ ical  Fr iday m or n ing 
watch ing Q O T V, Q uince O rchard?s 
week ly  news show that features 
studen ts, clubs, even ts, com edy, and 
m ore. I n  any typ ical  year , the op t ions 
for  each  new segm en t were l im i t less; 
however, th is year ?s on l ine lear n ing 
has def in i tely  taken  i ts tol l  on  Q O T V.

Typ ical ly  p rem ier ing ever y Fr iday 
m or n ing, Q O T V now prem ier s at  the 
end of  each  m on th  due to the un ideal  
ci r cum stances of  COVID -19. T h is i s 

because there sim p ly  i sn?t enough  
con ten t and footage to create a new 
v ideo ever y week.

T he p rocess of  m ak ing each  
segm en t begins as al l  th ings do: w i th  
an  idea. D ur ing the beginn ing of  class, 
studen ts m eet alongside thei r  teacher  
Kunal  Aror a, and d iscuss the focus of  
the upcom ing segm en t. W h i le Aror a 
p i tches a lot  of  the ideas for  Q O T V, 
studen ts are encour aged to p resen t 
in terests of  thei r  own  to research  and 
f i lm .

N ext com es the p rocess of  
out l in ing what w i l l  go where in  the 
v ideo, and gather ing the actual  
footage. T h is i s where on l ine lear n ing 
has m ade i ts biggest im pact, as there 
are no in -per son  spor ts and clubs, no 
l ive act iv i t ies such  as H om ecom ing or  
pep  r al l ies, and no studen ts in  the 
bu i ld ing to pu l l  out  of  class for  a br ief  
in ter v iew. 

?T he p i tches for  our  segm en ts 
have to be extrem ely speci f i c and 
have to be designed in  a way where 
we can  create th is segm en t w i th in  our  
hom e using our  own  technology,? said  
sen ior  El la Coulson , a m em ber  of  
Q O T V. Coulson  also m en t ioned that 
m any of  thei r  segm en ts for  the 
cur ren t 20 20 -20 21 year  have been  

m ade w i thout any new footage. O f  
cour se, wh i le th is has posed a 
chal lenge to overcom e, the Q O T V 
studen ts have as a resu l t  becom e m ore 
and m ore resourcefu l  and able to 
adapt to any si tuat ion  that com es thei r  
way.

O ne of  the biggest aspects of  
Q O T V is the col labor at ion  between  
m em ber s. W h i le lear n ing in  per son , 
the studen ts sign i f i can t ly  rely  on  each  
other  and are easi ly  able to tack le a 
p roject  as a group . I n  add i t ion , 
wor k ing d i rect ly  alongside other s 
helps you lear n  a lot  about them . I t  
helps you bu i ld  posi t ive relat ionsh ips, 
wh ich  in  tur n  advances over al l  
p roduct iv i ty  of  the group . Al though  
now, w i th  Z oom  being the p r im ar y 
m ethod of  com m un icat ion , th is al l  
becom es notably  harder . 

?N ot being able to connect w i th  
team m ates has def in i tely  decreased 
the chem istr y  am ongst the team  
m em ber s,? Coulson  exp lained.

Retur n ing m em ber s at  least  have 
the exper ience and relat ionsh ips bu i l t  
f r om  prev ious year s on  Q O T V. N ot al l  
studen ts in  Aror a?s class have that 
luxur y, however. T hose who have 
joined the team  dur ing th is 
unpreceden ted year  have been  forced 

to bond w i th  thei r  team m ates v ia 
Z oom , and gather  footage for  thei r  
segm en ts al l  by them selves f rom  thei r  
own  hom e. 

Sophom ore H ayden  Polsky, a 
f i r st-year  m em ber  of  Q O T V, 
expressed the d i f f i cu l t ies of  shoot ing 
segm en ts dur ing rem ote lear n ing.

?Fi lm ing f rom  hom e is def in i tely  
a chal lenge because you need to be 
your  own  cam er a crew, l igh t ing 
designer, sound m ixer , ever y th ing,? he 
said . O n  the other  hand, for  Polsky, 
the hard  wor k is wor th  the reward , as 
h is f i r st  year  on  Q O T V com pletely  
exceeded h is expectat ions.

?M eet ing dead l ines w i th  segm en ts 
is harder  than  I  expected, but creat ing 
the show each  m on th  is so m uch  fun ,? 
said  Polsky. 

Just  l i ke ever y other  Q O  club and 
team , Q O T V has had to cl im b over  a 
few lar ge bar r ier s dur ing th is rem ote 
lear n ing exper ience. Also, l i ke 
ever yone else, they are deter m ined to 
m ake the m ost of  i t . 

?Creat ing Q O T V ep isodes is 
som eth ing we al l  love to do, wh ich  I  
th ink real ly  d r ives us in  th is 
un for tunate ci r cum stance,? exp lained 
Coulson .

L ar ge crowds of  boisterous 
peop le, color s dancing th roughout the 
ai r , m usic gl id ing in  th rough  ear s and 
out of  m ouths ?  a luxur y no longer  
avai lable to the m ajor i ty  of  the globe. 
I nstead of  f am ous pop  singer s and 
r apper s, ?COVID -19? is now the m ost 
wel l - known  nam e in  the wor ld . 

L ive and in -per son  concer ts have 
been  on  hold  for  alm ost a year, w i th  
big nam es such  as John  L egend and 
N ial  H or an  per for m ing on  Z oom  cal ls 
for  a select  am oun t of  peop le. 
I n -per son  concer ts create the per fect  
env i ronm en t for  a super-spreader  
even t due to cr am m ed and close 
p rox im i ty  to ever y per son  in  
at tendance, m ak ing i t  im possible to 
ensure safety. But w i th  the new year  
com es new hope. 

D ur ing N ew Yor k Gover nor  
Andrew Cuom o?s second instal lm en t 
of  the State of  the State address, he 

announced N ew Yor k Ar ts Revival , a 
new publ ic par tner sh ip  to br ing back 
the ar ts. ABC N ews descr ibes the 
in i t iat ive as one that w i l l  ?include 
state- funded outdoor  pop-up  even ts 
across N ew Yor k that  w i l l  star t  as soon  
as Febr uar y 4? (Rivas). T he p lan  also 
aim s to reopen  theatres and rev i tal i ze 
the ar ts by im p lem en t ing safety  
p recaut ions such  as r ap id  test ing and 
ai r  f i l t r at ion  system s. 

H otel , t r anspor tat ion , and 
restaur an t industr ies have suf fered  
dr am at ic losses as a resu l t  of  
COVID -19. W i th  the concer t  industr y  
on  a slow r ise, th is cou ld  create a 
posi t ive ef fect  for  al l  industr ies. 
Concer ts would  br ing in  m ore peop le, 
in  and out of  state, to at tend safe 
in -per son  even ts. 

Gover nor  Cuom o acknowledges 
the econom ic im por tance in  the step  
for ward , but also encour ages peop le 
to under stand the cu l tur al  and ar t i st i c 
im por tance N ew Yor k holds, wh ich  is 
a key f actor  in  d r iv ing peop le to com e 

v isi t . ?W e m ust br ing the ar ts back to 
l i fe,? said  Cuom o. ?W hat i s a ci ty  
w i thout social , cu l tur al , and creat ive 
syner gies?? 

M usicians and actor s are th r i l led  
w i th  the news, as the path  to open ing 
the nat ion?s stages are f inal ly  
under way. Adam  Kr autham er, the 
head of  a m usicians? un ion , recogn izes 
th is as the f i r st  step  to reopen  
Broadway. I n  a quote f rom  CBSN  N ew 
Yor k , Kr autham er  states, ??W e th ink 
any increm en tal  open ing is cr i t i cal  at  
th is poin t  to star t  show ing the 
publ ic that  there is a p roof  of  
concept that  we cou ld  open  the 
ar ts safely.?? 

As for  D C, venues st i l l  
r em ained closed as a safety  
p recaut ion . T he 9:30  Club, 
sim i lar  to m any en ter tainm en t 
and m usic clubs, have been  
closed since the pandem ic 
began . T he club has been  forced 
to cancel  shows and even ts, w i th  
no cur ren t sign  of  when  they 

m ay be able to occur  again .
N ew Yor k w i l l  hopefu l ly  be the 

f i r st  of  m any to take act ion  in  the 
rev i tal i zat ion  of  concer ts and ar ts, 
lead ing w i th  exam ple and 
per sever ance. As for  the state of  
M ar y land, i t  i s un l i kely  that  concer ts 
w i l l  be in  our  near  f u ture. But as seen  
f rom  N ew Yor k , there is always a 
possibi l i ty. M ake sure you are wear ing 
your  m asks and are social  d istancing, 
as th is i s the on ly  way we m igh t be 
able to reopen  our  coun tr y  safely. 

COVI D -19 &  Con cer ts: th e r esu r r ect i on  of  l i ve even ts
By M ADDY  RUBERY
Staff Writer

T h is year, our  school  com m un i ty  
has gone th rough  m any d i f f i cu l t  and 
dr ast ic changes; ever y th ing is v i r tual . 
COVID -19 m ay have stopped us f rom  
gather ing dur ing footbal l  gam es or  
shar ing classroom s, but i t  def in i tely  
hasn?t stopped our  school  sp i r i t . T hat 's 
why th is year , we st i l l  held  our  annual  
Q O ?s Got Talen t on  Januar y 22, w i th  
so m any new ar t i sts shar ing the stage 

even  in  a v i r tual  set t ing. 
To star t  the show, the p roducer s 

honored past f an - favor i te 
per for m ances. W i th  that  being said , 
i t 's not  a show w i thout a host, and the 
aud ience f i r st  welcom ed Vice 
p residen t of  T heater  Act iv i t ies, sen ior  
Cor a Bar r  to set  the stage and exci te 

the crowd. 
Fi r st  up , Bar r  welcom ed f reshm an  

M aren  L ew is singing one of  her  
or iginal  songs t i t led  ?N igh t Sky.? As 
L ew is per for m ed, cl ips of  

breath tak ing star r y  n igh ts were shown  
as a v isual  ef fect . N ext, the crowd was 
en ter tained w i th  a T ikTok f rom  sen ior  
Fai th  Jones shar ing one of  her  cl ips 
cap t ioned ?M e al low ing m ysel f  3 
m inutes of  sadness ever y day.? 
sophom ore N oah  M ay f ield  was up  
next to per for m  another  singing act  
wh i le also p lay ing the p iano ?   ver y 
im pressive. 

N ow, there's no talen t show un t i l  
the L ast M inute Crew (L M C) 
per for m s. T hey blew the crowd away 
w i th  thei r  f un  and f resh  dance 

per for m ance to the song ?D ynam i te? 
by BT S fol low ing M ay f ield?s act . 
L ater , f r eshm an  Sam  Shay also 
per for m ed a singing act  wh i le p lay ing 
the p iano. Ev iden t ly, there are so 
m any talen ted  m usicians and ar t i sts 
here at  Q O H S.

H al fway th rough  the show, we had 

sen ior  Jam ie Elder  show ing of f  one of  
her  am using com edy sk i ts. T he jokes 
were too relatable and the sound 
ef fects m ade the per for m ance 
im m ensely  en joyable. Up  next, 

sophom ore Sam m y Kr im stein  sang 
and p layed  the gu i tar  to a song f rom  
h is f avor i te band, T he Black Keys, 
t i t led  ?T igh ten  Up.? Sen ior  Alm ur iya 
Abdushakur  was next, w i th  another  
wonder fu l  singing act  to keep  the 
crowd am used. Keep ing up  w i th  the 
singing act  streak, sophom ore H ai ley 
Baker  was up  next w i th  a coun tr y  
song. Af ter ward , the Af r ica Un i ted  
D ance group  cam e strong th is year  
th rough  COVID -19 and were able to 
per for m  an  am azing dance for  the 
crowd. L ast but not least , the show 

ended w i th  a singing act  f r om  
f reshm an  Cather ine Br ady, who also 
showed of f  her  p iano sk i l ls. 

W h i le al l  of  these acts and 
per for m ances were im pressive, there 
were a few groups who cou ld  not 
par t i cipate in  the talen t show as they 
usual ly  d id  before COVID -19. Som e 

m issed groups were JUN T O S, M en's 
Choi r , and m any m ore. O ver al l , 
though , th is am azing talen t show 
proves that not even  a pandem ic can  
h ide our  Cougar  p r ide! 

A Sp ot l i gh t  on  Q u in ce O r ch ar d 's Got T alen t

Body USA 

By KAI LY PAULI NO                      
Senior Staff Writer

USA TODAY

Evidently, 
there are so 
many talented 
musicians and 
artists here at 
QOH S.
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Robin  W r i gh t 's d i r ect i on al  debu t  
doesn 't  qu i te st i ck  th e p r op er  Landi n g

REVIEW

By M AT T H EW M I NT ON      
Editor- in-Chief

A wom an  f inds her sel f  lost . She is 
in  pain , gr iev ing, the tear s stream ing 
down  her  cheeks on ly  a f r agm en t of  
the pain fu l , un im aginable loss she 
feels inside. Al though  we don?t qu i te 
know what has happened in  her  l i fe to 
lead her  to th is poin t , we begin  to 
p iece together  and m ake sense of  her  
past alongside her . As she r uns away 
f rom  society  and the peop le in  her  l i fe 
al together , the com pany of  other s no 
longer  ser ves her  wel l ; she can  f inal ly  
begin  to m ake sense of  the even ts in  
her  l i fe in  i solat ion . 

I n  Robin  W r igh t?s d i rector ial  
debut Land, wh ich  recen t ly  p rem iered 
at  the Sundance Fi lm  Fest ival , W r igh t 
por tr ays Edee, a wom an  who isolates 
her sel f  f r om  the outside wor ld  in  the 
Rocky M oun tains fol low ing a 
devastat ing loss in  her  l i fe. T he f i lm  is 
lar gely  a one-wom an  show, w i th  on ly  
the local  hun ter  Edee m eets, p layed 
by D em ián  Bich i r , p rov id ing an  
im por tan t hum an  connect ion  as Edee 
tr ies to cope w i th  being away f rom  the 
outside wor ld  and m oving on  f rom  
her  past.

T he w i lder ness, sur v ival  m ovie 
dr am a has been  done num erous t im es 

in  the past (Into the Wild, 127 H ours), 
and wh i le Land takes a ref resh ingly  
slower  pace to the gen re, focusing on  
Edee?s jour ney to cop ing and 
reconci l ing w i th  the past, the f i lm  
lacks the stor y  and char acter  
developm en t and un ique enough  
approach  to the f am i l iar  gen re to 
m ake a sincere em ot ional  im pact. For  
m e, when  I  was watch ing th is f i lm , the 
jour ney that Edee goes th rough  d idn?t 
connect w i th  m e, especial ly  
consider ing how we don?t lear n  
exact ly  what happened to Edee at  the 
beginn ing. T he f i r st  act  of  the f i lm  is 
easi ly  the slowest and m ost bor ing 
par t , as we watch  Edee alone, lash ing 
out at  her  past th rough  her  anger. 
W h i le th is aspect i s in tegr al  to her  
jour ney, I  found an  em ot ional  
d isconnect between  m e as an  
aud ience m em ber  and Edee?s act ions. 
I  d idn?t under stand where her  
f r ustr at ion  stem m ed f rom , what she 
was gr iev ing f rom , and the f i lm , 
un for tunately, insists on  add ing 
con f l i ct  f r om  the outside wor ld  that  
u l t im ately  d istr acts f r om  the in ter nal  
jour ney that Edee under takes.

Land thankfu l ly  does p ick up  
som e steam  in  the second act  once 
Edee m eets a local  hun ter . T hei r  
connect ion  is a br igh t  spot in  the f i lm , 

and Bich i r  gives an  excel len t  
per for m ance as W r igh t does, but l i ke 
m any other  par ts of  the f i lm , th is 
f r iendsh ip  is not developed enough . 
T hei r  connect ion  ends up  exact ly  
where one would  expect, m ak ing i t  
d i f f i cu l t  to feel  an  em ot ional  
connect ion  when  the scr ip t  on ly  gives 
the aud ience the bare m in im um  of  a 
developed stor y  and doesn?t insist  on  
d iv ing deeper.

W here Land ul t im ately  ends up , 
and the over al l  m essage of  lear n ing to 
m ove on , i s a n ice and beaut i f u l  note 
to end on . H owever, the f i lm  lacks the 
p roper  em ot ional  r esonance to m ake 
th is them e h i t  hom e because the 
m ovie d id  not pu l l  m e in to Edee?s 
jour ney. I t  has i ts hear t  in  the r igh t  
p lace and a good over al l  them e, but i t  
just  f ai ls to del iver  on  a deeper  m ore 
per sonal  level .

To sum m ar ize: Land has al l  the 
r igh t  p ieces on  paper  of  a com pel l ing, 
m oving f i lm , but cuts i tsel f  too shor t  
w i th  i ts execut ion  and cou ld  have 
benef i t ted  f rom  a longer  r un t im e and 
som e re-wr i tes. Al though  the m ovie is 
over al l  a d isappoin tm en t, w i th  an  
insistence on  forcing con f l i ct  and 
p red ictable p lot  poin ts instead of  
natur al ly  exp lor ing Edee?s jour ney to 
for giveness, Land does show spar ks of  

ar t i st i c m er i t  in  som e key 
char acter-bond ing m om en ts; w i th  a 
m ore developed and fu l ly  real i zed 
scr ip t  to wor k w i th , W r igh t cou ld  
show prom ise as a f u ture d i rector .

Land releases in  theater s on  
Febr uar y 12.

REVIEW

T he Incredibles 2: I s i t  as i n cr ed i b le 
as th e or i gi n al?
By DI EGO SANT OS             
Literature as Film Student

T he Incredibles was a beaut i f u l ly  
an im ated, act ion -packed, f am i ly  
f r iend ly  h i t  when  i t  f i r st  cam e out, 
w inn ing over  $60 0  m i l l ion  and a 
coup le of  awards, and now on ly  14 
year s later , i ts successor  com es in to 
the l im el igh t  w i th  i ts theatr ical  debut 
in  20 18.

T he Incredibles 2 takes p lace 
im m ediately  af ter  where the or iginal  
lef t  of f , the f am i ly  of  heroes being 
f aced w i th  the th reat of  the m igh ty 
Under m iner, who un for tunately  
m anages to get away. T h is f ai lu re of  
the f am i ly 's heroic duty  puts a 
spot l igh t  on  the actual  necessi ty  and 
safety  of  heroes, as al l  they seem  to do 
is br ing destr uct ion  on  whatever  path  
they t read. T he once glor ious and 
m igh ty heroes are now beginn ing to 
be shunned and labeled  as m ere 
cr im inals who reside above the law, 
however, when  al l  hope seem s lost , 
M r. and M r s. I ncred ible are of fered  an  
oppor tun i ty  by a m an  who wan ts 
noth ing m ore than  to rev i tal i ze the 
sp i r i t  and hope that the heroes 

spar ked w i th in  society.
To be honest, none of  the voice 

actor s in  the m ovie d isappoin ted  w i th  
thei r  per for m ance. Al l  of  the 
char acter s had voices that m atched 
per fect ly, for  exam ple, Voyd 's voice 
m atched her  ner vous and exci ted  

nature, D ash  por tr ayed by h is voice 
actor  as a som ewhat br at ty, yet  car ing 
k id , and W inston  whose voice gave of f  

the essence of  a hopefu l  and 
deter m ined m an  w i th  a clear  v ision .

T he m ovie had an  an im at ion  
qual i ty  that  cou ld  on ly  be m atched 
w i th  other  m assively  successfu l  
an im ated m ovies such  as Frozen, and 
Coco, such  as when  M r s. I ncred ible 
would  acciden t ly  be th rown  around 
by Voyd 's am ateur- l i ke hand l ing of  
her  por tals. T he an im at ion  of  th is 
scene was just  r eal ly  f lu id , m ak ing i t  a 
t r eat  to watch . Another  th ing I  
en joyed about the m ovie was the 

hum or, especial ly  when  Jack-Jack, the 
baby of  the I ncred ibles f am i ly, got  
in to an  en t i r e goofy batt le w i th  som e 
r andom  r accoon  he saw outside h is 
hom e. D esp i te i ts m any strengths, one 
th ing I  d isl i ked  about the m ovie was 
that i t  wasted a poten t ial  super v i l lain , 

since said  v i l lain , the Underm iner , 
appear s at  the ver y beginn ing of  the 
m ovie and m anages to escape, but i s 
never  heard  of  or  even  addressed for  
the rest  of  the f i lm .

W i th  al l  the scenes of  the 
I ncred ibles f am i ly  f igh t ing alongside 
one another  and help ing each  other , I  
would  say that the m ovie def in i tely  
p rom otes the idea of  stay ing by your  
f am i ly, and valu ing them  as 
som eth ing f ar  greater  than  any th ing 
else.

T he m ovie over al l  i s just  great, 
innocen t, f un , exci t ing, and funny, so 
I  don 't  see how th is f i lm  cou ld  cater  to 
a speci f i c group  of  peop le since any 
per son  f rom  any background cou ld  
watch  th is m ovie, and com e out 
sat isf ied  w i th  a sm i le on  thei r  f ace, 

m ak ing th is a G r ated  m ovie for  sure.
Al l  in  al l , I  give T he Incredibles 2 

a 5 out of  5.

T his review was written as a part of 
the Literature as Film class.

Any person from any 
background could 
watch this 
movie...satisfied with 
a smile on their face.

IMDB.com

IMDB.com
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20 20   was a chal lenging year  for  
m any peop le r anging f rom  ath letes 
and heal thcare wor ker s to the aver age 
ever yday per son . As a resu l t , the 
chal lenges due to the COVID -19 
pandem ic have al lowed for  a shor ter  
N BA season . N ow that the season  is 
shor ter  by 10  gam es, a slow star t  cou ld  
be detr im en tal  to a team  tr y ing to 
m ake the p layof f s. Un for tunately, the 
W ash ington  W izards got of f  wh ich  
isn?t what they needed. N ow si t t ing at  
5-15, th is i s the W izards? 
second-slowest star t  since when  they 
star ted  0 -12 in  20 0 8. 

 W i th  the add i t ion  of  for m er  M VP 
Russel  W estbrook, m any peop le had 
m uch  h igher  expectat ions for  the 
W izards th is season . H owever, 
W estbrook has m issed a few gam es 
and p layed a few gam es wh i le deal ing 
w i th  a quad in jur y  he suf fered  in  last  
year ?s p layof f s. W izards were also 
th r i l led  to re-sign  shar p  shoot ing 
D avis Ber tans to a new 5-year  
con tr act . H owever, even  w i th  som e 
decen t talen t , the W izards have found 
them selves str uggl ing defensively  
against  thei r  opponen ts, wh ich  has 

been  k i l l i ng them . T he W izards have 
found them selves giv ing up  130  or  
m ore poin ts a n igh t, wh ich  m akes i t  
ver y d i f f i cu l t  to beat good team s.

 H ead coach  Scott  Brooks is 
op t im ist i c the team  can  tur n  i t  
around. "W e're f r ustr ated  l i ke Beal  has 

said . W e're not giv ing up?  we're going 

to tur n  i t  around, and when  we do 
tur n  i t  around, i t 's going to be a great 
feel ing." W i th  the W izard?s poor  p lay, 
m any were star t ing to wonder  i f  the 
team  should  possibly  t r ade away thei r  
super star  p layer  in  Br ad ley Beal . Beal  
i s cur ren t ly  lead ing the en t i r e N BA at 
33.6 poin ts per  gam e and has been  on  
an  absolu te tear  scor ing the 
basketbal l . 

 Beal  has shown  f r ustr at ion  in  h is 
body language on  the bench , af ter  
gam es where he would  score 
unconsciously  and they st i l l  end up  
w i th  a loss. Even  in  one gam e where 
Beal  scored 60  poin ts, the W izards 
lost  that  gam e to Ph i ladelph ia. 
?Team s just  walk al l  over  us,? Beal  to ld  
the m ed ia. ?W e've gotta have som e 
pr ide, m an , som e dog," Beal  added. 
"W e've got no dog.? 

I t  was r um ored that Beal  was 
going to request a t r ade f rom  the 
team . H owever, these r um or s tur ned 
out to be f alse when  Beal  cam e out 
and said  he had no desi re of  p lay ing 
for  another  team . 

W i th  the str uggles of  the team , is 
the season  al ready a lost  cause? 
Should  the W izards tank and tr ade 

for  a hau l  of  p icks? M any peop le 
d isagree on  th is subject  but  the 
answer  is clear . T h is team  lacks dep th  
on  thei r  bench  p layer s and over al l  i s 
ter r ib le defensively. I f  the W izards 
wan t to tur n  the season  around, they 
w i l l  have to focus on  thei r  ef for t  on  
defense to avoid  putt ing them selves 

in to si tuat ions where they have to 
score an  absurd  am oun t of  poin ts to 

w in .
 Another  hardsh ip  the team  has 

faced th is season  is COVID  outbreaks. 
T he W izards d id  not p lay a single 
gam e f rom  Januar y 11 th rough  
Januar y 24 due to m assive outbreaks 
of  COVID . T he W izards had six 
p layer s test  posi t ive at  one poin t . T h is 
outbreak l i kely  hur t  the team ?s 
chem istr y  since they had two weeks 
of  quar an t in ing.

 L ast ly, the m ain  focus th is season  
m ust be to develop  young talen ts 
such  as D en i  Avd i ja and Rui  
H ach im ur a. Both  were taken  n in th  
over al l  in  the last  d r af ts and cou ld  be 
help fu l  for  the f u ture of  the W izards. 
H ach im ur a has been  over al l  sol id  th is 
season  so f ar , aver aging 13 poin ts and 
5 rebounds. Avd i ja looks to be a sol id  
3-poin t  shooter  thus f ar . H is m inutes 
w i l l  increase as the season  goes on  for  
sure. 

 W i th  al l  the W izards have been  
th rough  th is season , i t  w i l l  be a tough  
road to tur n  the season  around. ?W e 
just  have to keep  watch ing f i lm  and 
im prov ing,? Brooks said . ?W e need to 
do better  defensively  and wor k on  our  
rotat ions, these guys w i l l  get  i t  going 
soon .? Brooks is con f iden t the 
W izards w i l l  tu r n  i t  around. H owever, 
T im e is r unn ing out: i t?s t im e to p lay 
w i th  som e ur gency.

COVI D -19 ou tbr eak s, p oor  def en se l eave 
W izar ds str u ggl i n g to f i n d  th ei r  i den t i ty  

"W e?re com ing back," Tom  Br ady 
has shut down  any ret i r em en t r um or s 
af ter  a dazzl ing per for m ance dur ing 
Super  Bowl LV, and the Tam pa Bay 
Buccaneer s have ended thei r  18-year  
cham pionsh ip  drough t for  thei r  
second Vince L om bard i  t r ophy in  
f r anch ise h istor y.  

Af ter  a bunch  of  p regam e 
fest iv i t ies, the gam e got under way a 
few m inutes af ter  6:30  PM . T he gam e 
star ted  out slow ly for  both  sides w i th  
th ree pun ts. Patr ick M ahom es looked 
shaky ear ly  on , som eth ing that can  be 
at t r ibuted  to h is nagging tur f  toe and 
in jured  of fensive l ine. O n  the next 
d r ive, M ahom es m arched them  down  
the f ield , set t ing up  H ar r ison  Butker  
for  a 49-yard  f ield  goal  at tem pt that  
wen t r igh t  down  the m idd le. Br ady 
was eager  to answer  M ahom es w i th  a 
score of  h is own . L eonard  Four nette, 
r ecen t ly  known  as ?Playof f  L enny? 
and now ?Super  Bowl L enny,? took the 
f i r st  coup le of  p lays for  n ice gains. 
Br ady then  h i t  An t iono Brown  (AB) 
and Cam eron  Br ate for  16 and 15 
yards respect ively. T he f inal  p lay of  
the dr ive was a Br ady to Rob 
Gronkowsk i  connect ion  for  a 
touchdown . T hat was a record-sett ing 
13th  t im e they?ve connected in  the 
endzone for  six in  the postseason . 

T he stor y  of  the f i r st  hal f  was 
Ch ief s defensive penal t ies. O n  the 
Bucs? next two dr ives, there were lots 
of  penal t ies cal led  that gained big 
yardage or  kep t the dr ive al ive. T he 
f i r st  one was a defensive hold ing on  
Char var ius W ard  on  a th i r d  down  that 
nu l l i f ied  an  in tercep t ion  and an  

autom at ic f i r st  down . T hen  on  a 
four th  and f ive, M ecole H ardm an  
l ined up  of f side on  a f ield  goal  
at tem pt, wh ich  resu l ted  in  a f ive yard  
penal ty  lead ing to another  f i r st  down . 
T he ver y next p lay was another  
touchdown  to Gronk for  h is second of  
the gam e. Tam pa Bay was now up  
14-3.

M ahom es then  led  another  d r ive 
down  the f ield , r esu l t ing in  another  
Butker  f ield  goal  f r om  34 yards out, 
m ak ing the score 14-6. T hat lef t  Br ady 
w i th  1:0 1 lef t  before the end of  the 
hal f .

Fi r st  p lay was a handof f  to 
Four nette, t r igger ing Kansas Ci ty  to 
cal l  thei r  f i r st  t im eout. Br ady then  h i t  
Ch r is Godw in  for  eigh t yards, 
p rom pt ing KC to take thei r  second 
t im eout. Gronk then  caugh t a pass for  
f ive yards then  the Bucs wen t no 
hudd le. Br ady was look ing for  
super star  receiver  M ike Evans deep 
down f ield  when  Bashaud Breeland 
was cal led  for  pass in ter ference, 
resu l t ing in  a 34-yard  gain  and 
autom at ic f i r st  down . Playof f  L enny 
then  caugh t a bal l  for  15 yards, 
resu l t ing in  T B using thei r  f inal  
t im eout of  the hal f  w i th  13 seconds 
lef t  on  the clock . 

N ext p lay, Br ady tar geted Evans in  
the endzone, but the bal l  was out of  
r each  to the looks of  som e. T he 
referees though t other w ise, as they 
cal led  another  pass in ter ference, th is 
t im e on  star  safety  Ty r ann  M ath ieu. 
AB then  beat M ath ieu for  a 
touchdown  wh ich  was al l  wor thwh i le 
af ter  ever y th ing he has been  th rough . 
H is score put the Bucs up  21-6 at  the 
end of  the f i r st  hal f . 

T he hal f t im e show was 
head l ined by T he W eeknd. T h is show 

was d i f feren t f r om  al l  the other s. For  
one, T he W eeknd put $7 m i l l ion  
dol lar s of  h is own  m oney in to i t . 
W assim  ?Sal? Slaiby, T he W eeknd?s 
m anager  and founder / CEO  of  
m anagem en t com pany SAL XCO , said  
dur ing an  in ter v iew w i th  Bi l lboard  
that he d id  th is so he cou ld  ?m ake th is 
hal f t im e show be what he env isioned.? 
T he W eeknd 's per for m ance was one 
of  the on ly  hal f t im e shows where 
ever y th ing f rom  the singing to 
dancing was al l  done l ive. 

Jun ior  Ethan  Katz had th is to say 
about the per for m ance: ?I  en joyed 
watch ing the hal f t im e per for m ance. I  
though t i t  was great that  he 
per for m ed wel l  w i th  al l  the 
ci r cum stances going on .? 

Anyway, i t  was now t im e for  the 
second hal f  to see who would  be 
crowned the wor ld  cham pions of  
footbal l . 

T he Ch ief s got the bal l  to star t  the 
second hal f . T hey star ted  on  the 
ground w i th  Clyde Edwards-H elai re 
bust ing up  the m idd le for  26 yards. 
M ahom es then  th rew on  the next f ive 
p lays. T he ai r  gam e wasn?t wor k ing for  
the Ch ief s al l  gam e. T he dr ive resu l ted  
in  another  Bukter  52 yard  f ield  goal , 
m ak ing the score 21-9.

Tam pa Bay 's next d r ive star ted  out 
w i th  a pai r  of  th ree yard  gains. Gronk 
then  m ade a huge catch  that wen t for  
25 yards. Playof f  L enny then  r an  the 
bal l  to the end zone f rom  27 yards out, 
m ak ing the score 28-9.

M ahom es looked to spar k the 
of fense by going th rough  the ai r . 
I nstead, star  rook ie An toine W in f ield  
Jr . p icked h im  of f  a def lect ion . Tam pa 
cap i tal i zed  add ing a f ield  goal  to 
cush ion  thei r  lead to 31-9.

M ahom es d id  lead a great d r ive 

spann ing f rom  the end of  the th i r d  
in to the four th  quar ter . O n  a cr ucial  
th i r d  down , M ahom es looked in  the 
back cor ner  of  the end zone for  Br yon  
Pr ingle. Pr ingle reached out and 
caugh t the bal l  but  was out of  bounds: 
a t r em endous ef for t  w i th  no resu l ts. 

Af ter  a Tam pa pun t, KC had an  
oppor tun i ty  to m ake the gam e look a 
l i t t le less l i ke a blowout. O nce again  
m arch ing thei r  way down f ield , 
M ahom es was sacked at  the 50  yard  
l ine. O n  a 3rd  and 33, Ty reek H i l l  
caugh t a shor t  pass that shor tened the 
gap , set t ing them  up  for  a 4th  and 10 . 
M ahom es rol led  out r igh t  and looked 
for  H i l l . H e got i t  to h im , but the 
rook ie W in f ield  got there and broke 
the pass up . T hese two had a h istor y  as 
in  W eek 12, H i l l  tor ched W in f ield  and 
the whole Tam pa defense for  seven  
catches, 20 3 yards, and two 
touchdowns in  the f i r st  quar ter  alone. 
H i l l  gave h is signature peace sign  and 
backf l ipped in to the end zone on  h is 
second touchdown . W in f ield  
rem em bered and gave h im  the peace 
sign , af ter  wh ich  he was cal led  for  
taun t ing. Af ter  the gam e W in f ield  
said , ?I t  fel t  am azing to do that, I ?m  
not even  gonna l ie."

Af ter  a D evin  W h i te in tercep t ion  
and th ree kneel  downs later , Tam pa 
Bay won  i ts second Super  Bowl in  
f r anch ise h istor y. Br ady becam e the 
second star t ing quar ter back, along 
w i th  Pay ton  M ann ing, to lead two 
d i f feren t team s to Super  Bowl 
v ictor ies and the f i r st  to w in  one in  
the AFC and N FC. H e also won  h is 
f i f th  Super  Bowl M VP. T h is puts 
Br ady h igher  in  the conver sat ion  for  
greatest  ath lete in  any spor t  of  al l  
t im e.

Br ady cap tu r es 7 as Bu cs D  dom in ates
By JAKE ZAI DERM AN
Staff Writer

ESPN

A dejected Bradley 
Beal looks down in 
exhaustion after 
tough loss to 
Chicago.

By BEN ST ROBER
Editor- in-Chief
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To m any Q O  studen ts, Al l ied  
Bocce is sim p ly  a spor t  you pass over  
or  have never  even  heard  of . H owever, 
to a select  few, i t  i s thei r  on ly  chance 
to p lay on  a team  spor t  in  h igh  school . 
Bocce is an  al l ied  spor t , wh ich  m eans 
that i t  i s designed for  both  studen ts 
w i th  d isabi l i t ies and studen ts w i thout 
d isabi l i t ies to be able to p lay i t .

Bocce is a f ai r ly  sim p le gam e. I t  
star ts out by the w inn ing team  of  a 
coin  f l ip  rol l ing a bal l  cal led  the 
pal l ino down  a 60 - foot m at. T he 
pal l ino w i l l  end up  between  the 
30 - foot m ar k and the 50 - foot m ar k . 
T hen , each  team  w i l l  have four  
chances to get thei r  bal l  closer  to the 
pal l ino than  the other  team .   

 I t?s the sim p l ici ty  of  the spor t  that  
al lows i t  to be accessible. M CPS?s 
of f i cial  r u les al low for  sl igh t  
al ter at ions to accom m odate for  
d isabi l i t ies, such  as ad just ing fou l  l ines 
for  p layer s that  need to use a r am p to 
th row the bal l .  T he r u les also requ i re 
two of  the four  com pet ing p layer s to 
be studen t ath letes w i th  d isabi l i t ies. 

 

Bocce is par t  of  the corol lar y  spor ts 
p rogr am  that M CPS created in  
adherence to a 20 0 8 law, wh ich  
m andates M ar y land schools m ust give 
studen ts w i th  d isabi l i t ies an  
oppor tun i ty  to par t i cipate in  spor ts. 
W h i le al l ied  sof tbal l  i s of fered  in  the 
spr ing and team  handbal l  i s of fered  in  
the f al l , bocce is the m ost com m on  
corol lar y  spor t  of fered  at  M CPS 
schools, wh ich  is why m any m idd le 
school  special  educat ion  teacher s 
recom m end thei r  studen ts p lay bocce 
in  h igh  school . 

?Before I  cam e to Q O , I  taugh t 
L FI , wh ich  m eans L ear n ing for  
I ndependence, and the studen ts go 
for  a cer t i f i cat ion  instead of  a 
d ip lom a, and [bocce] was always a 
spor t  we pushed them  to do once,? 
said  Q O  bocce coach  Ju l ie Lyst . 

Teacher s aren?t the on ly  ones 
who see the benef i ts of  hav ing 
studen ts w i th  d isabi l i t ies p lay 
spor ts. 

?Bocce im proved not on ly  
Cr ush?s m ood but the m ood of  our  
en t i r e household . T he team wor k 
he lear ned was im m ensely  
valuable and i t  cam e hom e to us as 
wel l ,? said  Tom  Rowse, the f ather  

of  Gregor y ?Cr ush? Rowse, a for m er  
bocce p layer  at  W ootton  H igh  School  
w i th  aut ism .  

H owever, i t?s not just  studen ts 
w i th  d isabi l i t ies that  benef i t  f r om  
being par t  of  a team  w i th  both  
d isabi les and non -d isabled  studen ts, 
also known  as  GenED  studen ts.  

?I n  an  IEP [I nd iv idual ized 
Educat ion  Plan], i t  always talks about 
the least  restr i ct ive env i ronm en t. I t?s 
the m ost im por tan t th ing, so i t?s 
always pushed for  th is studen t w i th  a 

d isabi l i ty  . . . to lear n  how to do th is 
and lear n  how to do that,? said  Lyst . ?I  
th ink i t  i s equal ly  im por tan t for  
GenEd studen ts to be in  classes or  
wor k w i th  studen ts w i th  d isabi l i t ies 
because they?re ever yday k ids: they?re 
ever yday peop le that  you're going to 
see in  your  com m un i ty  . . . and to not 
know how to p roper ly  in ter act  w i th  
them , I  th ink that  puts GenEd 
studen ts and whoever  else at  a 
d isadvan tage.?

D id  you  k n ow  bocce i s an  
al l i ed  sp or t?
By JULI A DI ET RICH
Staff Writer 

  TOM ROWSE GIOVANNI PIZZINO

COVI D -19 's im p act  on  th e 20 21 
W ash in gton  Cap i tal s

Aside f rom  the 6 w ins, 3 t ies, and 3 losses as of  
Febr uar y 8, the W ash ington  Cap i tals have had a 
chaot ic star t  to the season . 

To star t  of f , head coach  Todd Rei rden  was f i r ed  
dur ing the of f - season . T he team  decided to br ing in  
Peter  L av iolet te, who holds 18 year s of  exper ience as 
a head coach , r anks 16th  in  al l - t im e w ins, and br ings 
a career  record  of  637 w ins, 425 t ies, and 123 losses 
to the table. 

Second ly, al though  i t  was inev i table that  
COVID -19 would  im pact the N H L  season  in  som e 
way, the Cap i tals d idn?t expect i t  to af fect  them  so 
ear ly  on . Fol low ing thei r  f i r st  r oad tr ip  to Buf falo 
and Pi t tsbur gh  to star t  thei r  season , star t ing goal ie 
I lya Sam sonov tested  posi t ive for  the coronavi r us. 
T he team ?s con tact  t r acing exposed that th ree 
p layer s (cap tain  Alexander  O vechk in , for ward  
Evgeny Kuznetsov, and defensem an  D m i tr y  O r lov) 
spen t t im e in  the sam e hotel  r oom  as Sam sonov, 
v iolat ing the hockey league?s str i ct  r oad tr ip  
p recaut ions. T he Cap i tals or gan izat ion  was f ined 
$10 0 ,0 0 0 , and the p layer s were requ i red  to 
quar an t ine for  at  least  10  days. T h is angered som e 
fans and fam i ly  m em ber s, such  as O vechk in?s w i fe, 
N astya Shubskaya, who quest ioned the ef f i ciency of  
the league?s r u les. She quest ioned, on  her  I nstagr am  
stor y, how ?of  cour se, you can?t catch  the v i r us when  
you and your  team m ates si t  together  on  the bench , 
hug each  other  when  they score a goal , or  when  they 

are al l  together  in  the lounge or  locker  room ?  Vi r us 
on ly  wor ks in  a hotel  r oom .?

Al though  O vechk in?s absence was wor r isom e, 
W ash ington  was able to p ick up  seven  of  a possible 
eigh t poin ts in  h is absence to rem ain  on  top  of  thei r  
d iv ision . Another  concer n  was, obv iously, Sam sonov 

actual ly  com ing down  w i th  the v i r us. H e has since 
retur ned, but Vi tek Vanecek was able to showcase h is 
talen t  in  l igh t  of  Sam sonov?s absence. As a resu l t  of  
th is, Vanecek has been  nam ed N H L?s Rook ie of  the 
M on th . 

JAPERSRINK.COM

By KENDALL LUM SDEN
Senior Staff Writer 
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M CPS A t h l et i cs A r e B ack
F E B R UA R Y  11, 2 0 2 1

M CPS released i ts "Retur n  to R.A.I .S.E Second Sem ester  
Plan" on  Januar y 29th , wh ich  out l ines the retur n  to p lay p lan  
for  the second sem ester  ath let i cs p rogr am . W i th  th is, 
in -per son  ath let i cs w i l l  star t  on  Saturday, Febr uar y 27 w i th  f al l  
spor ts k ick ing th ings of f . 

O nce dropped of f  at  school  for  p r act ice, studen ts w i l l  have 
to check in  and f i l l  ou t  a heal th  assessm en t to m ake sure they 
are COVID  clear . T hey w i l l  then  repor t  to one of  seven  pods 
on  the school 's cam pus where ath let i c p r act ices w i l l  occur . 

For  the f i r st  20  days, th is i s al l  that  w i l l  be tak ing p lace, 
due to the M PSSAA's r u le on  20  days of  p r act ice before the 
ath let i c com pet i t ion . T hat leaves M arch  19 the f i r st  day for  
com pet i t ion , w i th  the season  end ing on  Apr i l  17. T he detai ls of  
th is com pet i t ion  season  are st i l l  unknown  but should  be 
shared shor t ly.

Spr ing spor ts w i l l  then  star t  on  Apr i l  17 and con t inue un t i l  
June 19 (af ter  gr aduat ion  and the end of  the school  year ). T he 
w in ter  spor ts season  has been  canceled , but M CPS w i l l  
at tem pt to p lan  som e oppor tun i t ies of  engagem en t for  the 
w in ter  spor ts ath letes. 

Al l  of  th is i s depend ing on  how the coun ty and state 
m etr ics are doing, but i f  th ings keep going the way they are, 
get  exci ted  for  in -per son  M CPS ath let ics to get back 
under way.

By ADAM  GOT KI N
Staff Writer

Fol l ow  @Q O Sp or tsN et on  T w i t ter  an d  
I n stagr am  to stay  u p dated  on  al l  Q u in ce 
O r ch ar d  Sp or ts N ew s!

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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