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Class act i on s, l aw su i ts, an d  u n i on s, oh  m y !
 Amazon faces critics despite rise in online orders
By  SARA KLEM OW
Editor- in-Chief

Am azon  ?  our  f avor i te 
e-com m erce com pany w i th  f ast  
del iver ies and p r act ical ly  ever y th ing 
you can  th ink of  f r om  books to 
N icolas Cage p i l lowcases (an  i tem  we 
al l  need). O r iginal ly  just  an  on l ine 
bookstore, Am azon  has r i sen  to the 
top  as a m ul t inat ional  com pany. Yet, 
books seem  to be a real  page- tur ner  
for  retai ler s, as the ?Big Five? 
Publ ish ing Groups and Am azon  face 
m ul t ip le lawsui ts against  thei r  
non -com pet i t ive con tr acts f r om  
consum er s and retai ler s. T he ?Big 
Five? is the group  of  the lar gest book 
publ ish ing com pan ies: H ar per Col l ins 
Publ isher s, Sim on  &  Schuster , 
M acm i l lan  Publ ish ing Group, 
H achette Book Group and Penguin  
Random  H ouse.

I n  Januar y, consum er  Jordan  Sacks 
f i led  a class act ion  lawsui t , wh ich  is a 
lawsui t  that  represen ts a group  of  
peop le who are su ing for  the sam e 
reason  against  one com pany. T he 
com plain t  f i led  states that  the 
an t i - com pet i t ive clause between  
Am azon  and the Big Five hur ts 
consum er s by el im inat ing p r ice 
com pet i t ion . W i thout p r ice 
com pet i t ion , eBooks cou ld  becom e a 
m onopol ist i c m ar ket w i th  Am azon  

being the on ly  sel ler . 
T hat poten t ial  r esu l t  of  these 

an t i - com pet i t ive clauses caused 
another  class act ion  lawsui t  to be f i led  
th is Febr uar y. T he class act ion  states, 
?T he Big Five agree not to sel l  thei r  
eBooks at  a p r ice lower  than  the p r ice 
they sel l  on  Am azon .com  in  order  to 
m ain tain  supr acom pet i t ive p r ices,? 
accord ing to Top  Class Act ions (T CA). 
Al leged ly, th is con tr act  between  
Am azon  and the Big Five increases 
bar r ier s to en tr y  in to the book m ar ket, 
al low ing Am azon  to set  whatever  
p r ices they wan t for  books ?  and 
p r ice-sett ing by the sel ler  i s a basic 

char acter ist i c of  a m onopoly. I n  a 
wor ld  where going paper less is the 
t rend, these class act ions w i l l  set  the 
p receden t for  the f u ture of  the eBook 
m ar ket.

I n  add i t ion  to these class act ions, 
Am azon  is also f acing wor ker  safety  
lawsui ts in  the m idst  of  the pandem ic. 
M ost p revalen t of  these cases is f r om  
N ew Yor k State i tsel f . T he N ew Yor k 
Attor ney Gener al , L et i t ia Jam es, claim s 
that Am azon?s heal th  and safety  
requ i rem en ts puts both  wor ker s and 
the gener al  publ ic at  r i sk . 

?She accused the com pany of  
shoddy con tact  t r acing and poor  

clean ing ?  both  designed to p reven t 
the spread of  the v i r us ?  at  two N ew 
Yor k f aci l i t ies: a Staten  I sland 
fu l f i l lm en t cen ter  and a Q ueens 
d istr ibut ion  cen ter . A wor ker  at  the 
Staten  I sland p lan t warehouse d ied  of  
COVID -19,? said  wr i ter  Jaclyn  D iaz 
f rom  N PR. 

Am azon  has p rof i ted  over  $130  
bi l l ion  so f ar  dur ing the pandem ic, yet  
i t  f ai led  to com ply w i th  N ew Yor k state 
gu idel ines to p rov ide adequate 
p rotect ion  since M arch  20 20 , when  
over  250  em ployees f rom  the Staten  
I sland faci l i ty  con tacted  Am azon  
about thei r  posi t ive COVID -19 tests or  
d iagnoses. ?In  m ore than  80  of  these 
instances, Am azon  fai led  to close any 
por t ion  [of  the f aci l i ty ] ,? accord ing to 
Jam es? of f i cial  com plain t . 

M eanwh i le, wor ker s at  an  Am azon  
warehouse in  Alabam a are vot ing on  
whether  to jo in  a retai l  wor ker s' un ion . 
"W e're being treated  l i ke we're 
p r isoner s who're there to get a job 
done," warehouse em ployee Jenn i fer  
Bates told  CBS. 

T h is would  be the f i r st  un ion  ever  
for  Am azon  in  the US, and hundreds 
of  thousands of  em p loyees are 
watch ing to see how th is decision  
cou ld  af fect  them . Vot ing on  the 
for m at ion  of  th is un ion  in  Alabam a is 
?cur ren t ly  under way by m ai l , and w i l l  
end on  M arch  29,? accord ing to CBS.
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WashPost jou r n al i st  K h ash oggi  k i l l ed  u n ju st ly

O n O ctober  2nd, 20 18, th ink ing he was going to 
retr ieve m ar r iage docum en ts, outspoken  Saud i  cr i t i c 
Jam al Khashoggi  en tered the Saud i  consu late in  
I stanbul  w i th  h is f iancée wai t ing outside, yet  he 
never  lef t .

T he rest  of  the stor y  i s h istor y, wh i le inside 
Khashoggi  was m urdered, d ism em bered, and 
subsequen t ly  bur ned in  an  oven  w i th  70  pounds of  
m eat in  order  to m ask the sm el l . Being that 
Khashoggi  was a US residen t and con tr ibutor  to T he 
Washington Post, one m ay th ink that  Am er ica would  
stand up  for  a jour nal ist  who was si lenced by h is 
nat ive coun tr y?s gover nm en t, yet  qu i te the con tr ar y 
was tr ue. L ater  on , i t  was d iscovered that Khashoggi  
was wor k ing w i th  a group  of  Saud i  d issiden ts who 
cal led  them selves ?T he Bees? who wor ked against  
state-sponsored Tw i t ter  posts in  Saud i  Ar abia in  
order  to get sen t im en t cr i t i cizing the Crown  Pr ince 
and royal  f am i ly  to t r end on  the p lat for m .

Fol low ing the m urder, the Crown  Pr ince of  Saud i  
Ar abia, M oham m ed Bin  Salm an  (or  M BS, for  shor t), 

den ied  responsibi l i ty, and Presiden t Tr um p stood 
w i th  h im  stat ing ?T he King f i r m ly  den ied  any 
knowledge of  i t . I  don?t wan t to get in to h is m ind. 
But, i t  sounded to m e l i ke m aybe these cou ld  have 
been  rogue k i l ler s. W ho knows?"

Yet, on  Febr uar y 26, Presiden t Biden?s 
adm in istr at ion  released dam n ing repor ts that  the 
Crown  Pr ince d id , in  f act , know of  the m urder, and 

that he gave the okay for  the m urder. T hus far , Biden  
has p laced sanct ions on  som e Saud is, exclud ing the 
Crown  Pr ince.

 M any descr ibe M BS as ?the power  beh ind  the 
th rone? and al though  he was seen  as a great 
l iber al i zer  of  Saud i  Ar abia at  f i r st , h is th i r st  for  power  
has been  seen  by m any, includ ing Khashoggi  h im sel f , 
as extrem ely dangerous. From  al leged ly  hack ing the 
phone of  Am azon  founder  and owner  of  T he 
Washington Post  Jef f  Bezos to im pr ison ing Saud is 
who he saw as a th reat to h is power, M BS, who is 
l i kely  to succeed h is f ather  as K ing of  Saud i  Ar abia, i s 
being eyed closely  by the wor ld  leader s and Saud is 
al i ke, as to what h is next m oves to power  m ay be.

 Recen t ly, the docum en tar y T he D issiden t was 
released by the f i lm m aker  and creator  of  the N etf l i x 
docum en tar y Icar us? a docum en tar y fol low ing the 
Russian  nat ional  team  dop ing scandal . T he D issiden t 
goes in to detai l  of  Bin  Salm an?s d i rect  involvem en t 
in  the m urder  of  Khashoggi  and how the Saud i  
gover nm en t uses social  m ed ia, p r im ar i ly  Tw i t ter , in  
order  to retain  i ts i r on  gr ip  on  power. W h i le N etf l i x , 
App le T V, and Am azon  Pr im e Video were fear fu l  to 
p ick up  the docum en tar y, w i th  f i lm m aker  Br yan  
Fogel  stat ing, ?T he decision  (for  N etf l i x) not  to 
acqu i re ?T he D issiden t? had noth ing to do w i th  i ts 
cr i t i cal  r ev iews?  but had ever y th ing to do w i th  
business in terests and pol i t i cs and, who knows, 
per haps p ressure f rom  the Saud i  gover nm en t.? T he 

f i lm  is able to be ren ted  across a p lethor a of  
p lat for m s. T he f i lm  has received exem plar y rev iews 
ever ywhere, f r om  T he New York T imes in  wh ich  ed i tor  

D evika Gr ish  wr i tes ?Br yan  Fogel?s new docum en tar y 
about the k i l l i ng of  Jam al Khashoggi  under l ines the 

d isregard  for  hum an  r igh ts when  m oney and 
geopol i t i cs are at  p lay," to the UK paper, T he Sunday 
T imes, w r i t ing ?T he best th ing about the 
docum en tar y is that  i t  r estores Khashoggi  to l i fe? ?.
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ABC NEWS WIKIPEDIA

By RI LEY SM I T H
Staff Writer
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T he Prowler glad ly  accep ts com m en ts, 

concer ns, and let ter s to the ed i tor  f r om  
staf f , studen ts, and com m un i ty  m em ber s. 

L et ter s m ay be m ai led  c/ o T he Prowler  to 
the school  address above, or  they can  be 

em ai led  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . 
L etter s m ay be ed i ted  for  space and clar i ty.

A B OU T

T he Prowler i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the 1988-89 school  year . To 
becom e a staf f  m em ber, studen ts should  
take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  M s. 
Cooley-Klein  to qual i f y  for  the N ewspaper  
Product ion  class.
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A sian  A m er i can  h ate cr im es at  th ei r  
h i gh est  n u m ber  i n  decades

D ue to the r acism  and st igm a 
associated  w i th  the Coronavi r us, Asian  
Am er icans (speci f i cal ly  East Asian  
Am er icans) have exper ienced an  
astronom ical  increase in  the num ber  
of  hate cr im es d i rected  towards them  
and thei r  ethn ic group .

Accord ing to the Cen ter  for  the 
Study of  H ate and Extrem ism , the 
num ber  of  r epor ted  hate cr im es 
towards Asian  Am er icans in  16 m ajor  
ci t ies in  20 20  jum ped a stagger ing 
149% com pared to 20 19. T h is com es 
w i th  a repor t  that  hate cr im es against  
al l  other  r aces decreased by 7%. T he 
con tr ast ing num ber s between  Asian  
Am er icans and the other  groups 
w i th in  the Un i ted  States h igh l igh ts a 
d istur bing patter n  of  v iolence towards 
that group ..

T he advocacy group  Stop  Asian  
Am er ican  Paci f i c I slander  H ate shared 
that they received over  2,80 0  repor ts 
of  hate inciden ts d i rected  towards 
Asian  Am er icans. 

Ph r ases such  as the ?Ch ina v i r us? 
and ?Kung- f lu? have led  to som e 
peop le in  the Un i ted  States to d r aw 
un fai r  and unsubstan t iated  
conclusions about Asian  Am er icans. 
T hese asser t ions, along w i th  the publ ic 

er asure of  Asian  Am er icans in  other  
conver sat ions, has led  to Asian  
Am er icans to be treated  w i th  
d isrespect. 

Am anda N guyen , founder  of  Rise, 
I nc., a civ i l  r igh ts or gan izat ion , says 
that, ?W e [Asian  Am er icans] have been  
system at ical ly  er ased on  ever y single 
level  and peop le can  star t  to com bat 
that  by educat ing them selves about 
us." 

She feels that  Asian  Am er icans 
have been  ignored due to m in im al  
represen tat ion  in  the m ed ia, d ism issal  
of  thei r  concer ns in  gover nm en tal  
i ssues, and the lack of  exposure given  
to Asian  p roblem s and thei r  
exper ience as a whole. 

She also claim s that Asian  
Am er icans have becom e ?scapegoats? 
for  peop le to release thei r  anger  upon , 
and that peop le in  Am er ica ?can?t 
real ly  d i f feren t iate between  X , Y, and 
Z ,? when  i t  com es to Asian  cu l ture, 
and they com m on ly regard  thei r  
d i f feren t l i festy les as one and the 
sam e, when  in  real i ty, there are over  a 
dozen  East Asian  coun tr ies w i th  thei r  
own  un ique var iat ions. 

Social  m ed ia has becom e a 
launch ing poin t  for  th is m ovem en t, 
w i th  the poin t  that  Asian  Am er icans 
being ignored hav ing loads to do w i th  
i ts em er gence. T he increased act iv i ty  
about these hate cr im es on  social  

m ed ia, p lus v ideos of  these hate 
cr im es occur r ing, al lowed for  m ore 
peop le to becom e educated and aware 
of  th is i ssue. 

Videos shared to social  m ed ia 
include an  elder ly  T hai  m an  in  San  
Fr ancisco gett ing pushed on to hard  
pavem en t and u l t im ately  succum bing 
to h is in jur ies. I n  add i t ion , there are 
m ul t ip le v ideos ci r cu lat ing of  Asian  
Am er icans gett ing shouted at , cur sed 
at  and sp i t  on . 

Sad ly  on  Tuesday M arch  16, eigh t 
peop le were k i l led  at  th ree separ ate 
spas in  At lan ta, w i th  six of  the peop le 
m urdered being of  Asian  descen t. T he 
suspect in  custody speci f i cal ly  
tar geted those m assage par lor s, 
however  he claim s that the at tack was 
not r acial ly  m ot ivated  and i t  was to 
f uel  h is ?add ict ion  to sex? accord ing to 
law en forcem en t of f i cials. 

Capt. Jay Baker  of  the Cherokee 
Coun ty  Sher i f f 's D epar tm en t d rew 
m assive cr i t i cism  for  say ing that the 
shooter  had  a "real ly  bad day " and 
that th is shoot ing was an  ef fect  of  h is 
day. Capt. Baker  also had posted an  
im age on to h is Facebook page that  
showed a r acist  sh i r t  say ing, "Covid  19 
IM PO RT ED  VIRUS FRO M  CH Y-N A." 
BuzzFeed News requested a com m en t 
f r om  Baker  over  h is post, and wh i le he 
d id  not respond, the post was deleted  
shor t ly  af ter  the request was m ade.

T he hash tag #StopAsianH ate has 
gained popular i ty  on  apps l i ke 
I nstagr am , Tw i t ter , and T ikTok. Even  
celebr i t ies such  as O l iv ia M unn , 
D an iel  D ae Kim , and Younghoe Koo 
have shared thei r  f r ustr at ion  about 
these hate cr im es on  social  m ed ia. 

A com m on  com plain t  on  social  
m ed ia p lat for m s has been  the lack of  
at ten t ion  that Asian  Am er ican  hate 
cr im es have been  gain ing, even  w i th  
these d istur bing stat ist i cs com ing to 
l igh t . 

T ikTok user  @bxhan  posted a 
v ideo that was v iewed m ore than  
20 0 ,0 0 0  t im es in  wh ich  she states that  
?there have been  so m any at tacks on  
Asian  Am er icans as of  late and no one 
is talk ing about i t .? 

A shared hope am ongst advocacy 
groups, social  m ed ia user s, and Asian  
Am er icans them selves is that  th is 
m ovem en t can  gain  enough  at ten t ion  
so that just ice can  be ser ved. 

"We have been 
systematically 
erased on every 
single level,"

-  Amanda Nguyen 

By JAY M OT I WALA
Senior Staff Writer

You know i t?s that  t im e of  the year  
again . A connect ion  between  M CPS 
studen ts and  the M on tgom er y 
Coun ty Board  of  Educat ion . An  
elect ion  held  for  al l  studen ts in  gr ades 
6-12 and a chance for  studen t i ssues to 
be addressed. You guessed i t , the 
Studen t M em ber  of  the Board  (SM O B) 
elect ion ! 

T h is year  m ar ks the 44th  annual  
year  of  SM O B elect ions. T he two 
f inal i sts are H ana O ?L ooney and 
H enr y Kaye, and both  are jun ior s 
f r om  Richard  M on tgom er y H igh  
School . 

H ana O ?L ooney f i r st  began  her  
jour ney for  change af ter  gett ing 
involved in  studen t gover nm en t for  
the f i r st  t im e in  six th  gr ade. Since 
then  she has held  m ul t ip le leader sh ip  
posi t ions and has been  able to 
successfu l ly  advocate to end PARCC 

test ing, or gan ize coun tyw ide 
voter  registr at ion  dr ives in  
the h igh  schools, get  f r ee 
m enstr ual  hygiene p roducts 
in  al l  bath room s, and m uch  
m ore. O ?L ooney wan ts to 
address m any studen t i ssues 
at  Board  i f  she is elected . 

?M y f i r st  p r ior i ty  would  
be to get ever yone back in  
school , qu ick ly  and safely. I  
th ink we can  wor k towards 
gett ing back to a ?nor m al? 
school  exper ience. Second ly, I  
wan t to focus on  d iver si f y ing 
our  staf f  and cur r icu lum . W e 
should  not be hav ing a 
teacher  wor k force that i s 72% 
wh i te to suppor t  studen ts. 
T h i rd ly, I  wan t to address and 
wor k on  the oppor tun i ty  gap , 
I ?ve seen  the m assive 

d ispar i t ies at  d i f feren t 
schools. I  wan t to m ake 
sure we wor k towards the 
f u ture in  wh ich  your  zip  
code, background, and 
language don?t deter m ine 
the educat ional  
oppor tun i t ies that  you get,? 
said  O ?L ooney.
H enr y Kaye, the second 
f inal i st , i s also com m i t ted  

to br inging m ean ingfu l  
change to M CPS. I n  the 
past, Kaye has 
dem onstr ated  leader sh ip  in  
m any of  h is extr acur r icu lar  
act iv i t ies, spor ts, and h is 
par t- t im e job. I f  elected , 
Kaye also has som e studen t 

i ssues that he wan ts to 
address at  the Board . 

?From  day one I  wan t to 
m ake sure al l  studen ts have the 
oppor tun i ty  to becom e involved in  
coun tyw ide gover nm en t and coun ty 
advocacy. Also, I  wan t to lower  the 
oppor tun i ty  gap , m ake sure we?re 
equ i tably  d istr ibut ing our  resources, 
and that we?re m anaging our  budget 
ef fect ively  so that we can  treat al l  
studen ts f ai r ly,? he said .           

T he ear ly  elect ion  begins Apr i l  15 

and the elect ion  has been  changed to 
Apr i l  22 -  23 dur ing Engl ish  and ESO L  
classes. Prev iously, Elect ion  D ay was 
held  on  the 21, wh ich  is an  
asynch ronous W ednesday. Kaye 
advocated for  that  date change. I f  you 
wan t to lear n  m ore about thei r  
cam paigns, here are thei r  websi tes: 

www.hana4sm ob.com  and 
www.hen r ysm ob.com .

M eet ou r  tw o SM O B f i n al i sts!
By NATALI A GARCI A
Staff Writer

Hana O'Looney

Henry Kaye

https://www.hana4smob.com/
https://www.henrysmob.com/
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T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !
L I FET I M E PAT RO N S

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie?s Backyard  BBQ
A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown  

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D ?Cr uz Fam i ly
Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son

Ju l ie D in tam in
T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , &  L auren  
D eVi to

D iane &  D ave Faulkner
T he Fawley Fam i ly  

T he Feingold  Fam i ly  
T he Fier stein  Fam i ly  

Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein  

Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an  
D onna &  Chr is Fur nas 

Br yn  Gaer tner  
Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, L L C 

N anette &  D avid  Gi l les 
T he Golan  Fam i ly

T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly
Robin  H ieder

T he H or an  Fam i ly
T he H um phreys Fam i ly

T he H wang Fam i ly
Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson
T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly

Susan  Katz
Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner
T he Kennedy Fam i ly

T he Kim  Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal
T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian

T he L ake Fam i ly
L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom

T he L oeb Fam i ly
Karen  L oggia

T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel
T he M i l ls Fam i ly

T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly
T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly
Br ian  M onk Jan ice M onk 
M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk 
Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala 

M T UT RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion  
I n  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees 

El isa N iem tzow 
T he N y land Fam i ly  

Alex O kun  
T he Par ker  Fam i ly  

N ina Paul  
I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins 

D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke 
Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa

T he Pr ice Fam i ly  
T he Purdy Fam i ly  

Anne &  Bob Q uinn  
L aur a Rister  

Jam ie Rosen thal  

T he Rudn ic Fam i ly  
T he Schneibolk Fam i ly  

M indy Stoler  
T he Str im p le Fam i ly  

Patr icia Shaf fer  
N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

20 20 -21 
PAT RO N S

W ant to see 
your  nam e here?

Becom e a patron  of  T he 
Prowler by f i l l i ng out the 
for m  below. T hank you 
for  suppor t ing studen t 

jour nal ism !

BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER!

Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  c/ o T he Prowler , or  d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am es(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper
- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)
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H ap py (or  n ot-so-h ap py) 1 year  COVI D -ver sar y  

A l i t t le over  365 days ago schools 
began  closing, jobs began  sw i tch ing 
f rom  in -per son  to v i r tual , and a v i r us 
we, the US, sim p ly  cal led  the ?novel  
coronavi r us? took over  the coun tr y. 
Soon  doctor s iden t i f ied  th is 
m yster ious v i r us as SARS CoV-2. And 
as peop le got gr avely  i l l  and deaths 
p i led  up , they nam ed the k i l ler  d isease 
COVID -19. 

Fast for ward  to p resen t t im e 
alm ost exact ly  one year  later , and 
COVID -19 has caused over  hal f  a 
m i l l ion  deaths and in fected  over  28 
m i l l ion  peop le in  the US alone. T h is 
caused hosp i tal  and ur gen t care 

cen ter s to exper ience capaci t ies never  
before seen , and m ade heal thcare 
wor ker s newfound heroes. N ur ses, 
doctor s, and any type of  heal thcare 
p rofessional  found them selves 
wor k ing longer  and harder  than  ever  
before and putt ing thei r  l i ves at  r i sk 
wh i le doing so.  

Un for tunately  for  the US, deaths 
and in fect ions were not the on ly  th ing 
th is v i r us caused. COVID -19 caused a 
coun tr y -w ide lockdown , for cing 
m i l l ions of  peop le to lose thei r  jobs 
and f inancial  independence. T he 
im pacts of  the pandem ic and the 
econom ic f al lout  have been  
w idespread, but are par t i cu lar ly  
p revalen t am ong Black , L at ino, 
I nd igenous, and im m igr an t 
households. As unem ploym en t r ates 

began  to 
sky rocket, we 
found our  
coun tr y  at  an  
al l - t im e low.
Even  though  th is 
aw fu l  pandem ic 
is f i l led  w i th  
t r agedy, 
quar an t ine 
brough t f am i l ies 

together , m ak ing new nor m s by going 
on  dai ly  walks, hav ing f am i ly  m ovie 
and gam e n igh ts, and rem ind ing loved 
ones just  how m uch  you love them . 
N ow as we are ar r iv ing on  alm ost a 
year  of  an  upside down  wor ld  due to 
COVID -19, we are f inal ly  star t ing to 
see som e l igh t . M ul t ip le com pan ies 

have com e out w i th  vaccines that are 
being d istr ibuted  to m i l l ions of  
peop le, along w i th  business and 
restaur an ts star t ing to open  again . 
H opefu l ly, as we near  our  one year  
COVID -ver sar y, we also near  the end 
of  th is v i r us for  good. 

A look back on the past 365 days living in a world filled with the 
coronavirus 

Coronavirus in the U.S.: Latest map and case count with over 29.6 million cases 
and over 537,000 deaths  

By M ADDY  FREEDM AN
Senior Staff Writer
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PO C& : Z olan i  K i zi to on  bei n g a w om an  of  color  bor n  i n  A f r i ca

W alk ing the asphal t  streets of  
Uganda, she not iced a sigh t so 
war m ingly  d isor ien t ing that i t  brough t 
t r u th  and solace to her  battered  sou l , 
br u ised and deceived by the t r aum a of  
an  unattainable W h i te standard : a 
m i r ror  im age. Ever y bi l lboard , 
m agazine, and m edia for m  stand ing 
before her  revealed  an  unassai lable 
t r u th  ?  W h i te i sn?t the on ly  r igh t . 
Beaut i f u l  Brown  wom en , f r om  l igh t  to 
deep-hued, sat  p ret ty, sm i led  br igh t , 
and held  the cover  of  p r act ical ly  ever y 
Ugandan  p r in t  and T V m edia. 
M ingl ing w i th  the crowds, the t r u th  
held  t r ue; she was treated  w i th  an  
unm atched am oun t of  r espect, f ind ing 
am i ty  w i th  other s and k indness f rom  
str anger s. But the real i ty  of  th is odd i ty  
was em phat ical ly  shown , when  she 
re-en tered the US af ter  her  sum m er  in  
her  hom e coun tr y. Runn ing th rough  
the m em or ies of  her  youth , Q O  sen ior  
Z olan i  K izi to real i zed that the ener gy 
towards Black wom en  was 
trem endously  d i f feren t on  Un i ted  
States soi l . 

Bor n  in  Uganda, K izi to m oved to 
the Un i ted  States before she tur ned 
one. H er  f ather , who wor ks for  the 
W or ld  Bank, was tr ansfer red  to the 
N or th  Am er ican  region , wh ich  
p rom pted the m ove. 

T he ear ly  year s of  her  p r im ar y 
educat ion , spen t at  Jones L ane 
Elem en tar y School , br ing on ly  
unp leasan t m em or ies to K izi to?s m ind. 
?I  was repeated ly  broken  down ; m y 
m om  would  have to com e in  and say, 
?W hy are you break ing down  th is 
young Black gi r l??? Kizi to said , ?and I  
never  [knew i f ]  i t  was because I ?m  
Black , or  i f  i t  was because I  actual ly  
[needed to be] hum bled?? I n  classes, 

she fel t  that  her  creat ive sp i r i t  was 
constan t ly  being st i f led , alm ost as i f  
her  teacher s were f ind ing ever y 
excuse to get her  k icked out of  class. 
From  being told  she doesn?t belong in  
a h igh - level  m ath  class because she 
hum m ed, to f acing publ ic reproach  
each  t im e she touched one of  her  
br aids, to tak ing the p lace of  her  
ignor an t, f r ozen  teacher  in  com for t ing 
and en l iven ing a young Black gi r l  who 
fel t  fear fu l  in  wear ing her  natur al  hai r  
publ icly, K izi to was in troduced to 
m any har sh  anom al ies dur ing her  
elem en tar y school  days. Anom al ies 
that  would  t r aum at ize her  for  year s to 
com e; anom al ies that  m ade her  long 
for  a new educat ional  inst i tu t ion . So, 
as her  dad was tr ansfer red  to 
the L at in  Am er ican  region , 
K izi to found that her  w ish  was 
soon  real ized. Along w i th  her  
im m ediate f am i ly, she m oved 
to Br azi l  to f in ish  out her  
elem en tar y school  educat ion .

Kizi to at t r ibutes her  
residency in  Br azi l  to m uch  of  
the per son  she is today. ?I  wouldn 't  
have been  so outspoken , i f  I  had 
stayed [at  Jones L ane]?  I n  m y school  
in  Br azi l , I  was al lowed to express?  
there weren?t teacher s who tr ied  to 
hum ble m e,? she said . She recal ls i t  as 
the p lace she f i r st  found tr ue suppor t  
and f r iendsh ip . ?I  m et a [teacher ], and 
she suppor ted  m e?  W hen  I  got  th ings 
wrong, she d idn?t tel l  m e I  d idn?t 
belong,? K izi to said . T h is suppor t  even  
em boldened her  to r un  for  class 
p residen t each  year  that  she l ived  in  
Br azi l . 

But one m em or y st i cks out in  
K izi to?s m ind, as a m om en t of  
ethnological  r evelat ion : her  f i f th  gr ade 
tr ip  to Bah ia, the ep icen ter  of  
Af ro-Br azi l ian  cu l ture. Al though  she 
wasn?t f u l ly  aware of  the h istor y  of  
Blackness in  Br azi l , K izi to recogn ized 

a clear  sh i f t  f r om  the cu l ture of  
l igh tness in  Br azi l?s cap i tal  to Bah ia?s 
Af ro-cen tr ic society. Sur rounded by 
the shops began  by for m er  enslaved 
peop les, the foods of  Black Br azi l , and 
a keen  appreciat ion  of  Black fem ale 
beauty, K izi to was m esm er ized by her  
un ique exposure to the total i ty  of  th is 
coun tr y?s roots. ?Bah ia was the f i r st  
t im e I  saw a coun tr y?s h istor y,? she 
said . 

Af ter  her  p rom ot ion  f rom  
elem en tar y school , K izi to?s f am i ly  
m oved back to the States to be closer  
to her  col lege-aged sister . N oth ing 
par t i cu lar ly  d ist inct  stands out in  
K izi to?s m ind about her  t im e in  
m idd le school . ?W hen  I  r em em ber  

Ridgeview [M idd le School] , 
i t?s just  a blur ,? she said . 
H owever, a few th ings have 
forever  stained her  
m em or y. ?I t?s just  l i ke: 
m idd le school , per m ed 
hai r ,? K izi to said , ?[and] I  
don?t recal l  why, but in  
Ridgeview I  d idn?t real ly  

have the oppor tun i ty  to m ake Black 
f r iends.? 

W hen  d iscussing Q uince O rchard , 
not on ly  d id  her  m em or ies snap  back 
in to focus, but she real ized that the 
m om en ts she bu i l t  have been  am ongst 
the m ost p ivotal  in  her  adolescen t 
exper ience. I n i t ial ly, K izi to found 
her sel f  gr app l ing w i th  her  in ter sect ing 
iden t i t ies. Both  f u l ly  Af r i can , r aised in  
a household  that  p r ior i t i zes Ugandan  
her i tage, and Am er ican , grow ing up  
for  m ost of  her  l i fe in  a M ar y land 
subur b, she of ten  found i t  d i f f i cu l t  to 
f ind  her  peop le. ?I  was in  two wor lds, 
so when  I  d id  t r y  to m ake f r iends w i th  
Af r i cans or  Af r i can  Am er icans, I  fel t  
ei ther  here or  there, l i ke [ i t  was 
d i f f i cu l t  to f ind  the in ter sect ion  
between  the two],? she said , ?but I  
know now, I  was just  com pl icat ing 

th ings.? But as t im e wen t on , so on ly  
d id  growth . 

D ur ing her  f r eshm an  year, she 
shaved her  head of  al l  i ts heated, 
dam aged str ands of  hai r , and watched 
as the cur ls she d idn?t recogn ize aged 
in to a t im eless and heal thy v isual  
r epresen tat ion  of  Af ro-beauty. D ur ing 
her  sophom ore year, she found 
her sel f  grow ing m ore con f iden t in  her  
Af r i can  iden t i ty  and physique, and 
d iscover ing her  under ly ing passion  for  
chem istr y. 

I r on ical ly, th is per iod  of  
bur geon ing sel f - con f idence occur red  
against  the backdrop  of  an  
extr acur r icu lar  act iv i ty  that  exposed 
her  to f i r st-hand color ism  and over t  
r acism . ?[I t]  was the f i r st  t im e I  was in  
a room  fu l l  of  W h i te m en  scream ing 
the n -word ,? she said , ?and being the 
dar kest gi r l  in  the room , peop le would  
tel l  m e I  was in t im idat ing when  I  
hadn?t said  any th ing; I  m ind  the 
business that pays m e ?  how am  I  
in t im idat ing?? 

Af ter  her  annual  sum m er  in  
Uganda, K izi to?s jun ior  year  fel t  r idden  
w i th  con tr ast ing m om en ts. ?I  fel t  
p r iv i leged as a wom an  in  Uganda, yet  I  
cam e back to peop le [ in  the US] who 
d idn?t respect m e as a Black wom an ,? 
she said . ?I t  was real ly  an  eye-opener  
for  m e.? 

L ook ing ahead, K izi to i s exci ted  to 
deepen  her  in terd iscip l inar y cur iosi ty  
and d iver se in terests in  col lege. 
T h ink ing about her  sen ior  year  thus 
f ar , she saw com for t  even  in  the 
stressfu l  t im es. W h i le wr i t ing her  
col lege essays, K izi to found l i fe 
essen t ial ly  com ing fu l l  ci r cle. ?I  got  to 
wr i te about how al l  m y exper iences 
brough t m e to where I  am  today,? she 
said . ?I  am  forever  gr atefu l  because I  
got  to look at  m ysel f  as I  am , w i th  m y 
m istakes and m y accom pl ishm en ts, 
ever y th ing.?

By ANYA SESAY
Staff Writer

1918 ver su s 20 20

By M I A RESNICOW                    
Senior Staff Writer 

T he year  1918: W oodrow W i lson  
was Presiden t of  the Un i ted  States of  
Am er ica, ?T iger  Rag? and 
?Rock-A-Bye Your  Baby? were p lay ing 
in  ever y household , and the or iginal  
Little W om en f i lm  adaptat ion  
p rem iered in  theater s. 

T he m ain  object ive of  teach ing 
Am er ican  h istor y  i s to help  us lear n  
f rom  our  past m istakes, or  at  least  
that 's what we?re told , but  i t  seem s 
we?ve lear ned noth ing about how to 
hand le a pandem ic. I n  f act , i t  seem s 
we are l i ter al ly  repeat ing h istor y. 

L ike for m er  Presiden t Tr um p, 
Presiden t W oodrow W i lson  
downp layed the sever i ty  of  the v i r us, 
tel l ing Am er icans i t  was noth ing wor se 
than  the com m on  f lu  and p retend ing 
i t  wasn?t happen ing. Tr um p 
encour aged m ass gather ings desp i te 
publ ic heal th  war n ings, hold ing 
r al l ies, par t ies and other  super  

spreader  even ts, exact ly  l i ke how 
W oodrow W i lson  encour aged publ ic 
even ts and told  m ayor s and gover nor s 
to hold  m i l i tar y  par ades. 

N ot on ly  were wor ld  leader s 
push ing f alse in for m at ion , but peop le 
were bel iev ing i t . I n  1918, peop le 
bel ieved the v i r us was m ade by the 

Ger m ans and poisoned clouds, wh i le 

in  20 20 , m any peop le bel ieved the 
consp i r acy theor y that  the 
Coronavi r us was m ade in  a lab in  
W uhan , Ch ina. Tr um p also 
m en t ioned in  a p ress con ference that 
in ject ing bleach  cou ld  be a possible 
cure, wh ich  seem s to be taken  str aigh t 
f r om  a 1918 newspaper  ad  that 
adver t i sed a f alse m i r acle cure.

I n  20 20 , m any peop le refuse to 
wear  m asks al though  they have been  

p roven  ef fect ive, but  were m asks even  
a th ing in  1918? Yes, and peop le also 
refused to wear  them . Ci t ies 
recom m ended face m asks, but even  
peop le l iv ing in  1918 cal led  i t  
unconst i tu t ional . 

T he resu l t : the 1918 pandem ic, 
caused by what cam e to be known  as 
the Span ish  Flu , an  H 1N 1 v i r us, k i l led  
50  m i l l ion  peop le and lasted  for  th ree 
year s. 

Accord ing to exper ts, COVID -19 is 
m uch  dead l ier  than  the v i r us that  
appeared in  1918, but that  doesn?t 
m ean  we are subject  to a wor se f ate or  
even  the sam e fate. W e have the 
technology and the m eans to p roduce 
m ul t ip le vaccines, ef fect ively  and 
qu ick ly, and now, in  20 21, we have 
cur ren t Presiden t Joe Biden  push ing 
for  vaccinat ions, m ask-wear ing, and 
social  d istancing p rotocols. 

What we didn't learn from the 1918 pandemic

EMERCADO2020

Rol l er coaster  D ata: Daily change in COVI D-19 cases in M aryland since M arch 16, 2021. Cases were remaining steady 
and low in the summer of 2020, but spiked in the winter.
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T h e im p or tan ce of  T ay lor  Sw i f t?s 
r e- r ecor d i n gs

VIEWPOINT

Why artists deserve to own their work
By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Staff Writer

Tay lor  Sw i f t  i s one of  the biggest 
pop  star s on  the p lanet. W i th  an  
est im ated net wor th  of  $365 m i l l ion  
(accord ing to Forbes), 11 Gr am m y 
Awards, and n ine stud io album s, 
Sw i f t  has i t  al l . You would  th ink that  
som eone w i th  such  m egastar  status 
would  be able to own  thei r  wor k and 
con trol  i ts d istr ibut ion , r igh t? W rong. 
Sw i f t  on ly  owns about a th i r d  of  her  
m aster s. 

Before we go any f ur ther  in to th is 
top ic, let?s take a m om en t to def ine 
what ?m aster s? are. Am use, an  
independen t record  label , says that ?a 
m aster  record ing is the of f i cial  
or iginal  r ecord ing of  a song, sound or  
per for m ance.? O kay, but why is i t  
im por tan t for  ar t i sts to own  thei r  
m aster s? 

?W i th  a m aster  record ing, you 
can  l i cense the record ing to th i r d  
par t ies, l i ke T V shows, f i lm s, 
com m ercials or  even  for  sam pl ing 
use by other  ar t i sts. I f  your  m aster  
belongs to som eone else...then  they 
have the r igh t  to l i cense out the 
record ing (and col lect  the royal t ies),? 
accord ing to Am use. O wn ing your  
m aster s gives you m ore con trol  over  

what happens to your  m usic and 
m akes sure that you are f ai r ly  
com pensated. I f  an  ar t i st  pour s thei r  
hear t  and sou l  in to thei r  m usic, don?t 
they deser ve to reap  the benef i ts i f  i t  
does wel l? 

Sw i f t  i sn?t the f i r st  ar t i st  to batt le 
for  con trol  of  her  wor k . Pr ince and 

T he Beat les have also str uggled  to 
obtain  owner sh ip  of  thei r  m usic. 
W h i le both  were successfu l , i t  took 
Paul  M cCar tney 50  year s to f inal ly  
own  h is m aster s (he was older  than  64 

when  he acqui red  the r igh ts to Sgt. 
Pepper?s Lonely H earts Club Band!) Sw i f t  
hasn?t had the sam e luck . Since she 
has not been  able to obtain  the 
m aster s to her  f i r st  six album s, she 
w i l l  be re- record ing f ive th is year , as 
she won?t be able to re- record  her  
six th  album  reputation un t i l  20 22.

T h is i s huge, for  a few reasons. 

Sw i f t?s re- record ings are causing the 
gener al  publ ic to gain  awareness 
about the ?dar k side? of  the m usic 
industr y  ?  par t i cu lar ly, the 
enor m ous p ressure put on  sm al l  
ar t i sts. Plen ty  of  new ar t i sts don?t 
even  tr y  to f igh t  for  con trol  of  thei r  
m aster s when  they negot iate 

con tr acts because they?re af r aid  
they?l l  be black l i sted  by record  labels. 

M any of  them  
don?t m ake m uch  
m oney and can?t 
af ford  to take that 
chance. I f  you?re 
just  break ing in to 
the m usic 
industr y  and a 
huge record  label  
of fer s you a 
con tr act , you?d 
p robably  accep t, 
even  i f  i t  r esu l ts in  
you losing the 
r igh ts to your  
wor k . 
So, what?s the 
solu t ion  to th is? 
Un for tunately, 
there real ly  i sn?t 
one. O ne ar t i cle 
f r om  T he 
Tennessean 

suggested 
m ak ing 
?ar t i sts 
subject  to 
labor  

laws...For  a con tr acted  year ly  salar y  
and benef i ts, m usicians would  be 
expected to wor k 40 -hour  wor k 
weeks. T hen , m usicians would  be 
p rotected  by labor  laws.? 

Another  ar t i cle, f r om  Vice, 
p roposed that m usicians un ion ize 
and ci ted  the success of  the Screen  
Actor s Gui ld . ?T h rough  strength  in  
num ber s, ar t i sts m igh t be able to 
standard ize m ore f avor able 
con tr actual  ter m s such  as a rever sion  
of  r igh ts af ter  a per iod  of  t im e,? the 
ar t i cle said . 

Sw i f t?s f i r st  r e- recorded album , 
Fearless (Taylor?s Version), i s com ing 
out on  Apr i l  9. I t  w i l l  include the 19 
standard  t r acks f rom  Fearless, as wel l  
as ?Today I s A Fai r y tale? and six 
p rev iously  un released songs. T h is 
album  was a tur n ing poin t  in  Sw i f t?s 
career , ear n ing her  four  Gr am m ys. 

W h i le there have been  a few 
instances of  ar t i sts re- record ing old  
m usic, such  as Jojo and D ef  L eppard , 
Sw i f t  i s the f i r st  ar t i st  to re- record  
such  a sign i f i can t por t ion  of  thei r  
d iscogr aphy. H opefu l ly, Sw i f t?s 
re- record ings and her  p lat for m  w i l l  
star t  to change the way record  labels 
t r eat  thei r  ar t i sts.

 

Af ter  im p ly ing that being a 
Republ ican  in  the m oder n  day Un i ted  
States is sim i lar  to being Jew ish  dur ing 
the H olocaust, D isney?s T he 
M andalor ian  star  Gina Car ano w i l l  be 
leav ing the Star  W ar s cinem at ic 
galaxy. 

Car ano has also been  dropped as a 
cl ien t  by her  agency, UTA.

Af ter  her  debut in  ?Chapter  4: 
Sanctuar y,? Car ano?s char acter  Car a 
D une was im m ediately  a f an  f avor i te. 
H er  w i t ty  ban ter  and tough  per sona 
created a power fu l  r ole m odel  for  gi r ls 
ever ywhere, w i th  D une m ak ing 
appear ances here and there alm ost 
ever y ep isode. But when  fans lear ned 
of  the actress?s of f - screen  behavior , 
m any were qu ick to cal l  her  out.

Af ter  a social  m ed ia stor m  
dem anding Car ano be rem oved f rom  
the show, a L ucasFi lm s spokesper son  
stated  that "Gina Car ano is not 

cur ren t ly  em ployed by L ucasf i lm  and 
there are no p lans for  her  to be in  the 
f u ture," and labeled  her  posts on  
Tw i t ter  as ?abhor ren t and 
unacceptable.? 

A source w i th  knowledge f rom  
L ucasf i lm  told  T he H ollywood Reporter 
that  ?they [had] been  look ing for  a 
reason  to f i r e her  for  two m on ths, and 
[th is] was the f inal  str aw.? 

Car ano had p rev iously  been  in  the 
spot l igh t  for  m ock ing m ask-wear ing 
dur ing the heigh t of  the COVID -19 
pandem ic, and for  also suggest ing the 
p resence of  voter  f r aud in  the recen t 
20 20  p residen t ial  elect ion .  

T here is no of f i cial  r elease date 
for  T he M andalor ian  season  th ree, but 
f ans can  expect to see the f i r st  par t  of  
the new season  to ai r  in  ear ly  20 22. 
H ow the show?s stor y l ine w i l l  exp lain  
the sudden  rem oval  of  one of  i ts star  
char acter s i s st i l l  unknown . 

  

T he M andalorian star  Gin a Car an o w i l l  be 
l eav i n g th e Star  W ar s ci n em at i c galax y

Fearless (Taylor?s Version) comes out April 9, and will include six new 
songs scrapped from the original album. 

By M ADDY RUBERY
Staff Writer

ESQUIRE 

GLEN FRANCIS, WWW.PACIFICPRODIGITIAL.COM

"I 'm going to go 
down swinging and 

I 'm going to stay 
true to myself."
-  Gina Carano

 "...[H ]er social-media posts denigrating 
people based on their cultural and religious 
identities are abhorrent and unacceptable."
-  Lucasfilm spokesperson

"Swift's  re- recordings are 
causing the general public to 
gain awareness about the 'dark 
side' of the music industry ?  

particularly, the enormous 
pressure put on small artists."
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H ow  to T r avel  Saf ely  th i s Sp r i n g 
B r eak :

- Think of your entire trip, not 

just the flight

- Wear a mask

- Don?t travel to hot spots

- Remain in your seat the entire 

time during a flight

- Social distance

- Quarantine and get tested 

before and after traveling

- Look into state and local 

guidelines

- Consider all types of travel, e.g. 

driving

- Wash your hands

T h in gs to do L ocal ly  over  Sp r i n g 
B r eak :

- Visit national and state parks

- Camping

- Clean out your closet

- Visit DC and the National Monuments

- Learn to cook

- Get your DIY on

- Watch the sunrise/sunset

- Make a garden

- Have a movie night

- Watch a new TV show

BY ANNA SOYKAN and 
KAI LY PAULI NO 
Senior Staff Writers
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REVIEW

W ith  the new popular  book 
wh i r r ing around al l  over  social  m ed ia 
and ear n ing the t i t le ?Best Book of  the 
Year ? f rom  var ious news sources, We 
Were Liars by E. L ockhar t  i s a stunn ing 
com ing-of -age stor y  that  exp lores and 
teaches em ot ional  in tel l igence for  
young adul t  r eader s. 

T he book star ts w i th  v isual  
im ager y to set  up  the con text  and 
backbone of  the book. Fi r st , a sketch  
of  a m ap of  the island the book m ost ly  
takes p lace in  gives the reader  a h in t  of  
the wor k ings. T hen , a f am i ly  t r ee of  
the Sinclai r s ?  includ ing where each  
m em ber  stays. M any char acter s are 
in troduced at  the star t  of  the book, 
wh ich , in  add i t ions to the si tuat ions 
they encoun ter , m ay be con fusing at  
the beginn ing. W h i le read ing, there 
are m any key bi ts and clues th ings to 
keep  in  m ind that leave the reader  
quest ion ing ever y th ing because of  
how m yster ious and wondrous i t  
cou ld  be. L ike how in  the stor y  
ever yone talks about them selves and 
not about the L iar s. H owever, later  on , 
the p lot  becom es sim p ler  to 
under stand as m om en ts ar ise where 
ever y th ing cl i cks in to p lace.  

T he book is set  up  in to 5 par ts: 

W elcom e; Verm ont; Sum m er 
Seventeen ; Look, a Fire; and Truth. So 
the stor y  begins w i th  the nar r ator  
nam ed Cadence, exp lain ing her  

f am i ly  and si tuat ion . She goes to her  
gr andfather ?s f am i ly  i sland ever y 
sum m er  to spend t im e w i th  them , but 
always com plains about i t . A lways 

spend ing her  vacat ions 
there, she exh ibi ts love 
and exper iences i t?s 
t r aged ies w i th  the 
outsider . T hen  two 
sum m er s ago, there was a 
t r agic inciden t and 
ever yone in  the f am i ly  
knew about i t  excep t for  
her . T hus, she goes around 
tr y ing to ask ever yone, 
at tem pt ing to uncover  
clues to d iscover  what 
happened that sum m er  
and unear th  why ever yone 
around her  l ies to keep  the 
big secret . 
W hat i s so un ique about 
th is book is the wr i t ing 
sty le and the way L ockhar t  
p laces sn ippets of  O nce 
Upon A T im e-esque f ai r y  
tales relat ing to the f am i ly  
t r ee and thei r  d i lem m as. 
T h roughout the book, 
L ockhar t  always adds 
som e sor t  of  var iat ion  to 
each  tale, t r y ing to f ind  
the per fect  one that goes 
along w i th  the book to 

share the end ing. T he tale includes a 
shor t  descr ip t ion  of  ?the 
k ing/ m erchan t? and the ?th ree 
p r incesses/ daugh ter s? but, w i thout 
giv ing spoi ler s, the best bi t  was about 
the w i tch . 

I n  the end, th is unpred ictable 
book cou ld  ei ther  leave the reader  
lost , con fused, or  devastated ; once the 
consp i r acy is revealed , i t  was 
unexpected ly  hear tbreak ing to sim p ly  
read out the t r u th  af ter  the im m ense 
r ising suspense. T he wr i t ing sty le of  
th is p iece is not l i ke other  books, and 
should  be on  ever yone?s to be read l i st . 

By KAI LY PAULI NO
Senior Staff Writer

We Were Liars by E. L ock h ar t

Q u ar an t i n e year  i n  r ev i ew
Looking back on pop culture trends during the lockdown
By NATALI E PRICE
Editor- in-Chief

As h igh  school  k ids th roughout 
M oCo walked out of  school  on  M arch  
13, 20 20 , they had one th ing on  thei r  
m inds: a two-week 
vacat ion . An  extr a 
spr ing break. I n i t ial ly  
th is was str i ct ly  posi t ive, 
as studen ts? jam -packed 
schedules tur ned in to 
m ore f ree t im e than  
they cou ld  im agine. 
Un for tunately, as we al l  
know, th is stor y  takes a 
down fal l , since m any of  
these studen ts would  
never  set  foot  in  thei r  
h igh  schools again .

I f  the COVID -19 
pandem ic taugh t us 
any th ing, i t?s to p red ict  
the unpred ictable. But 
even  as the wor ld  wen t up  in  f lam es 
around us, society  found ways to m ake 
the m ost of  the si tuat ion . Speci f i cal ly, 
th rough  the use of  pop  cu l ture and 
social  m ed ia. For  the one-year  
ann iver sar y of  the COVID -19 
pandem ic, here?s m y take on  som e of  
the biggest t r ends we?ve seen  th is past 
year .

W e k icked of f  the lockdown  w i th  
Tiger King, the eccen tr ic docum en tar y 

featur ing the pecu l iar  wor ld  of  t iger  
breed ing. Star r ing Joe Exot ic, now a 
convicted  felon , and Carole Bask in , a 
wom an  who al leged ly  m ay have k i l led  
her  husband and fed  h im  to thei r  pet  
t iger s, there was never  a du l l  m om en t 
in  th is w i ld ly  en ter tain ing show. 

T h ink ing back i t  st i l l  am azes m e that 
yes, peop le th is bizar re do ex ist . 

W hen  you weren?t binging Tiger 
King, you were p robably  out on  your  

m andator y f am i ly  walk around the 
neighbor hood ?  a per sonal  f avor i te 
of  m ine. At least  in  m y exper ience, 
there was a whole two-week stretch  
where we d id  th is ever y day. I t  wasn?t a 
quar an t ine walk un t i l  you r an  in to 

another  f am i ly  and 
had to awkward ly  
jum p to the other  side 
of  the street to 
m ain tain  social  
d istancing.
M oving in to the 
m on th  of  Apr i l , I ?m  
sure m any of  us 
star ted  our  m or n ings 
the sam e way : m ak ing 
wh ipped ?dalgona? 
cof fee ... or  at  least  
at tem pt ing to. T he 
recipe or iginated  in  
South  Korea, and i f  
you were on  I nstagr am  
or  T ikTok in  ear ly  to 

m id-Apr i l , you m ost def in i tely  saw a 
v ideo of  som eone m ak ing th is foam y 
caf feinated  concoct ion . 

Soon  af ter  cam e Outer Banks, the 
teen  dr am a that instan taneously  m ade 
ever y 
watcher  w ish  
they were a 
pogue. Just  
adm i t  i t : you 
wan ted to go 

on  a t r easure 
hun t w i th  
your  best 
f r iends af ter  
watch ing 
th is show. 
Af ter  being stuck in  our  houses for  a 

m on th  by th is poin t , Outer Banks was 
m ore or  less the per fect  escape f rom  
our  bor ing, uneven tfu l  l i ves.

Even tual ly, we en tered a new stage 

in  our  l i ves cal led  Z oom  Un iver si ty. 
By th is poin t  we were back to doing 
actual school  wor k (I  know, r igh t? 
W hose idea was that?) and the annual  
stress of  AP exam s m ade i ts inev i table 
and un t im ely  appear ance. At least  
tur n ing your  cam er a on  
wasn?t m andator y... yet .

As the weather  
war m ed up  and 
sum m er  approached, 
we were brough t back 
to the 70 ?s w i th  the 
resur gence of  t ie-dye. 
T-sh i r ts, sweatsh i r ts, 
pan ts, socks, anything 
that  you cou ld  wear. 
You nam e i t , som eone 
probably  t ie-dyed i t . 
And i f  you tr u ly  never  
par took in  th is t r end, 
I ?d  be genuinely  
sur p r ised.

Bel ieve i t  or  not , the 
m on ths of  sum m er  fel t  sur p r isingly  
relaxed. School?s out, sun?s out, and 
there?s a lot  m ore to do when  you?re 
constan t ly  outside. Un for tunately, th is 
was sim p ly  the calm  before the stor m , 

as we soon  
received our  
adm issions 
to Z oom  
Un iver si ty  
for  round 

two... 
Being 
com pletely  
honest, the 
m on ths f rom  
Septem ber  to 

D ecem ber  al l  k ind  of  fel t  the sam e. 

W ake up , log on to Z oom , tur n  in  your  
wor k at  11:59 PM  the n igh t i t?s due, go 
to sleep , repeat. But when  you weren?t 
doing schoolwor k at  the last  m inute, 

you were p robably  p lay ing the 
m ul t ip layer  social  deduct ion  gam e 
Among Us. W i th  up  to 10  p layer s in  a 
gam e, you are ei ther  a crewm ate or  
im postor . T he im postor ?s job is easy : 
sabotage the spacesh ip  and k i l l  al l  the 

crewm ates. T he 
crewm ates, on  the 
other  hand, have a 
sl igh t ly  m ore 
chal lenging role: 
com plete 
housekeep ing tasks 
around the sh ip , wh i le 
sim ul taneously  
keep ing a lookout for  
who the im postor (s) 
m igh t be. T h is gam e 
of ten  led  to ar gum en ts, 
blam ing each  other , 
he-said -she-said , but  
m ost of  al l  taugh t us 
that  eyew i tness 
test im ony is not ver y 

cred ible.
And the m ost recen t of  al l , 

T ikTok?s v i r al  ?N ature?s Cereal? recipe. 
Consist ing of  str awber r ies, 
blueber r ies, blackber r ies, 
pom egr anate seeds, and coconut 
water  (op t ional : i ce cubes), th is t r end 
blew up  not long af ter  Gr am m y Award  
w inner  L izzo gave i t  her  stam p of  
approval . H er  T ikTok of  her  eat ing the 
cereal  was cap t ioned ?IT ?S 

AD D ICT IN G.? 
H aving gotten  th rough  a f u l l  year  

of  the COVID -19 pandem ic, I  am  
op t im ist i c about what?s to com e. 
H owever, whether  the f u ture ahead of  
us is good, bad, or  a l i t t le bi t  of  both , 
you can  always rely  on  society  and the 

I n ter net to m ake the m ost of  an  
un ideal  si tuat ion .

IMDB.com IMDB.com

EPICGAMES.com

AMAZON.COM

"A CUNNI NG, 
CLEVER and 
ABSOLUT ELY 
GRI PPI NG novel, 
full of surprises." 
-  T he Guard ian
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W h at i s to com e f or  th e Scar l et  W i tch  af ter  
WandaVision?

W anda M axim of f  has qu ick ly  
becom e one of  the m ost in terest ing 
char acter s in  the M ar vel  Cinem atic 
Un iver se (M CU) af ter  the release of  
W andaVision, a T V ser ies exclusively  
on  D isney+ that exp lores her  l i fe and 
extrem e gr ief  af ter  Avengers: 
Endgam e. Af ter  the release of  each  
ep isode, m ore and m ore theor ies were 
being m ade connect ing the show to 
other  m ovies f rom  the M CU. So, what 
l ies ahead for  the extrem ely power fu l  
Scar let  W i tch? 

M ar vel  has h in ted  at  the ex istence 
of  the m ul t iver se for  qu i te som e t im e 
now, wh ich  m akes i t  ev iden t that  
W anda w i l l  con t inue to p lay a m ajor  
role in  the M CU outside of  her  show, 
given  the char acter 's connect ion  to the 
m ul t iver se in  the M ar vel  com ics. And, 
back in  20 19 at  the San  D iego 
Com ic-Con , M ar vel  con f i r m ed 
El izabeth  O lsen?s appear ance in  
D octor Strange in the M ultiverse of 
M adness, the upcom ing sequel  to the 
f i r st  D octor  Str ange. From  the extr a 
cred i t  scene of  the f i r st  D octor  
Str ange and what we know f rom  the 
com ics, the v i l lain  in  the D octor  
Str ange sequel  i s Str ange?s 
f r iend- tur ned-enem y Baron  M ordo 
(p layed by Ch iwetel  Ejiofor ), who 
seeks to destroy ever y sorcerer  on  
ear th . 

O ne com m on  theor y posi ts that  
W anda w i l l  bef r iend M ordo and f igh t  

against  D octor  Str ange. T h is i s backed 
by the extr a cred i t  scene of  
W andaVision?s f inal  ep isode, show ing 
her  in  possession  of  the D ar khold  ?  a 
col lect ion  of  al l  of  the ev i l  spel ls in  
ex istence gathered by the Elder  God 
Ch thon . 

Al though  the show d id  not 
exp l ici t ly  create a m ul t iver se, the 
extrem e power  W anda showcased 
wh i le deal ing w i th  her  per sonal  
t r aum a af ter  the death  of  V ision  in  
Avengers: Infinity W ar , and her  abi l i ty  
to create an  al ter nate pocket real i ty, 
one cou ld  expect her  to cause chaos 
across m ore than  the m ul t iver se.

Kevin  Feige, Presiden t of  the 
M CU, has also con f i r m ed that 
W andaVision, D octor Strange in the 
M ultiverse of M adness, and 
Spiderm an: N o W ay H om e w i l l  
som ewhat act  as a t r i logy. T h is does 
not con f i r m  W anda?s appear ance in  
the th i r d  Sp ider m an  m ovie, but  i t  
does im p ly  a strong associat ion . T h is 
would  also coincide w i th  the r um our s 
that  Toby M agui re and Andrew 
Gar f ield , who p layed Sp ider m an  in  
past m ovies, w i l l  show up  in  
Spiderm an: N o W ay H om e, im p ly ing 
that the m ul t iver se is col lapsing.

Al though  there?s no sure th ing 

when  i t  com es to M ar vel  m ovies, 
these are som e of  the popular  theor ies 
for  what i s to com e for  the Scar let  
W i tch  af ter  the end ing of  her  show. 
For  those who seek to know m ore 
about what i s to com e in  the M CU, I  
encour age you to check out 
YouTuber s such  as Screencr ush  and 
T he Cosm ic W onder  to hear  about the 
end less possibi l i t ies for  the f u ture of  
W anda M axim of f  and the rest  of  the 
M ar vel  crew. And for  those who have 
not yet  watched W andaVision, I  
im p lore you to check i t  out !

THE DIRECT

By STACY SH I N
Senior Staff Writer

A sp ot l i gh t  on  w om en  i n  f i lm
H ow 2020 demonstrated progress for female directors
By M AT T H EW M I NT ON 
Editor- in-Chief

T he lack of  r epresen tat ion  in  f i lm  
and m edia has been  a long-stand ing 
issue that has on ly  recen t ly  been  
addressed. Pr im ar i ly, f i lm  stud ios and 
award  shows have been  focusing on  
showcasing and celebr at ing d iver se 
talen t in  f r on t  of  the cam er a, wh ich  is 
a wonder fu l  th ing. But hav ing d iver se 
talen t wor k ing beh ind  the cam er a is 
just  as im por tan t and relevan t, and has 
not been  addressed w i th  the sam e 
sincer i ty. I n  the f i lm  industr y, the 
d i rect ing wor ld  has f requen t ly  been  
m ale-dom inated, w i th  scarce 
oppor tun i t ies for  fem ale talen t to 
sh ine. T h is t r end is f ur ther  ref lected  
in  award  show represen tat ion , as p r ior  
to th is year ?s Academ y Awards, on ly  
f ive wom en  have ever  been  
nom inated for  Best D i rector .

T h is past year  in  f i lm  looks to 
break these trends, and the resu l ts of  
award  shows ref lect  posi t ive t r ends for  
fem ale d i rector s. At  the Golden  
Globes, Ch loé Z hao won  Best D i rector  

for  Nomadland am ongst two other  
fem ale d i rector s nom inated: Regina 
King for  One Night in M iami and 
Em er ald  Fennel l  for  Promising Young 
Woman. N otably, Z hao also becam e 
the f i r st  wom an  of  color  and Asian  
descen t to w in  for  d i rect ing at  the 

Globes. Al though  the Academ y 
Awards have yet to occur , her  
d i rect ing w in  along w i th  the f i lm ?s 
best p icture w in  at  the Globes has 
cem en ted Z hao as the obv ious 

f ron tr unner  to w in  an  O scar  for  Best 
D i rector . An  O scar  v ictor y  would  be 
m ore than  deser ved; Z hao?s use of  
r eal- l i fe nom adic peop le in  Nomadland 
and d i rect ing them  to great 
per for m ances ?  along w i th  her  knack 
for  cap tur ing real , hum an  m om en ts 
am idst  beaut i f u l , vast  landscapes ?  
cem en ts her  as a t r ue talen t to watch .

Fur ther m ore, accord ing to 
research  done by the Cen ter  for  the 
Study of  W om en  in  Telev ision  &  Fi lm , 
out of  the top  10 0  h ighest grossing 
f i lm s in  20 20 , wom en  d i rected  16% of  
them . T h is num ber  is up  f rom  12% in  
20 19 and 4% in  20 18. T h is upward  
trend is p rom ising, but i t  doesn?t 
ref lect  the role of  sm al ler , 
independen t f i lm s that have ser ved as 
a cr ucial  gateway for  fem ale d i rector s 
in to the m ainstream . Z hao her sel f  
star ted  of f  in  independen t f i lm s w i th  
Songs M y Brothers Taught M e and T he 
Rider; now, fol low ing the success of  
Nomadland, she f inds her sel f  in  the 
d i rector s chai r  for  M ar vel?s T he 
Eternals.

M oreover, giv ing fem ale d i rector s 

am ple oppor tun i t ies is extrem ely 
im por tan t in  authen t ical ly  tel l ing 
fem ale- led  stor ies; such  is ev iden t in  
Em er ald  Fennel l?s Promising Young 
Woman, wh ich  she wrote and d i rected . 
T he f i lm  is an  extrem ely power fu l  
tack l ing of  r ape cu l ture, w i th  Carey 

M ul l igan  p lay ing the lead role of  
Cassie, who m akes i t  her  m ission  to 
r igh t  the wrongs of  m en  who take 
advan tage of  wom en . Such  a f i lm  
would  never  have fel t  so im pactfu l  

and relevan t w i thout a wom an  at  the 
foref ron t of  the creat ive decisions, and 
i ts stay ing power  is ref lected  in  the 
awards recogn i t ion  the f i lm  is 
r igh t f u l ly  receiv ing. O f ten t im es, 
m ale-d i rected  f i lm s that tack le 
fem ale- led  revenge p lots of ten  led  to 
creat ive choices that both  exp loi t  r ape 
and cheapen  wom en?s bod ies th rough  
the m ale gaze, a t r ope that Fennel l?s 
Promising Young Woman avoids in  
ser v ice of  a m ore com plex and 
wel l - r ounded stor y thanks to i ts 

power fu l  fem ale per spect ive.
H opefu l ly, the day com es when  

we won?t have to note a d i rector ?s 
gender  in  awards conver sat ion  
because the bar r ier s p resen t for  
fem ale d i rector s in to the industr y  w i l l  
have been  er ad icated . I  sincerely  hope 
that any reader s of  th is ar t i cle, 

especial ly  av id -m ovie goer s, w i l l  m ake 
the conscious ef for t  to seek out m ore 
fem ale d i rected  f i lm s; i t  i s on ly  when  
our  ar t  i s as d iver se as the wor ld  we 
l ive in  that  our  ar t  can  reach  i ts f u l lest  
poten t ial .

Recom m en dat i on s of  M ov ies w i th  
Fem ale D i r ector s:

Dick Johnson is Dead (N etf l i x)
First Cow (Showtim e)
M iss Juneteenth (Am azon  Pr im e)
Never Rarely Sometimes Always (H BO  
M ax)
Nomadland (H u lu  &  I n  T heater s)
One Night in M iami (Am azon  Pr im e)
Promising Young Woman (O n  D em and &  
I n  T heater s)
Saint M aud (Ep ix)

VIEWPOINT

THE GUARDIAN
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N at i on al s ou t  f or  r even ge i n  20 21

?W ould  you bel ieve spr ing 
t r ain ing is al ready 40  percen t 
com plete?? T he words of  N at ionals 
beat repor ter  M ar k Z ucker m an  of  
M ASN  Spor ts rem inds us that 
m ean ingfu l  basebal l  i sn?t too f ar  away. 
W i th  that  being said , the N at ionals st i l l  
have som e k inks to wor k out w i th  
under  th ree weeks un t i l  the star t  of  
the season .

T he two biggest acqu isi t ions of  the 
of f season , f i r st  basem an  Josh  Bel l  and 
outf ielder  Ky le Schwar ber, have 

looked great to star t  Spr ing Tr ain ing. 
As of  M arch  11, Bel l  i s h i t t ing .333 w i th  
1 hom er  and 3 RBIs, and Schwar ber  i s 
h i t t ing .250  w i th  1 hom er  and 2 RBIs. 
Both  have also looked ver y good on  
the f ield , w i th  Schwar ber  exceed ing 
h is status as he has al ready th rown  out 
a r unner. 

Schwar ber  has h igh  expectat ions 
for  th is season . ?I  def in i tely  th ink th is 
l ineup?s gonna be dangerous. I  m ean , 
when  you look at  [out f ielder  Juan] 
Soto, I  th ink he?s the best h i t ter  in  the 

gam e, I  r eal ly  do,? he told  M ASN .
T he p i tch ing side of  the bal l , 

however, has som e quest ion  m ar ks to 
i t . T he rotat ion  is al l  but  set  w i th  the 
th ree-headed m onster  of  M ax 
Scher zer , Stephen  Str asbur g, and 
Patr ick Cor bin , r ounded out w i th  
veter an  lef ty  Jon  L ester  and Joe Ross, 
the lat ter  of  whom  op ted-out of  the 
20 20  season . T he bu l lpen , on  paper, i s 
one of  the best that  GM  and Presiden t 
M ike Rizzo has put together  in  h is 
t im e in  D C. A group  m ixed w i th  savvy 
veter ans and young talen t al lows the 
star ter s to stay f r esher  over  the cour se 
of  the season . T he add i t ion  of  the top  
lef t -handed rel iever  Br ad H and was 
huge for  the or gan izat ion : the 
th ree- t im e Al l -Star  led  the M L B in  
saves last  year  and is a lock to be the 
N ats closer .

St i l l  i t 'l l  be tough  for  them  as the 

N ats are in  the ar guably  hardest 
d iv ision  in  basebal l , w i th  the Br aves 
com ing of f  an  N L CS appear ance 
where they blew a 3-1 lead and the 
M ets acqu i red  one of  the best 
shor tstops in  the gam e in  Fr ancisco 
L indor. O n ly  two year s rem oved f rom  

the top  of  the basebal l  wor ld , the N ats 
are look ing to p rove ever yone wrong.

By JAKE ZAI DERM AN 
Staff Writer

T he t im e has com e. Af ter  two long 
year s of  wai t ing, the N CAA D iv ision  I  
Col lege Basketbal l  Tour nam en t, 
com m on ly refer red  to as M arch  
M adness, i s here.   

T he tour nam en t consists of  68 
team s that are separ ated  in to four  
regions? east, south , west and 
m idwest? and are al l  given  a seed, or  
r ank ing, that  deter m ines wh ich  team s 
they w i l l  p lay by the select ion  
com m i t tee that i s m ade up  of  ath let i c 
d i rector s for  d i f feren t col leges and 
com m issioner s of  som e of  the 
con ferences team s are a par t  of . 

T he f i r st   par t  i s cal led  the Fi r st  
Four, as eigh t team s batt le for  the last  
four  rem ain ing spots in  the 
tour nam en t. Af ter  the f i r st  four  there 
are six rounds: the f i r st  r ound, second 
round, the sweet 16, the el i te 8, the 
f inal  four , and the cham pionsh ip . 
Each  round, hal f  of  the par t i cipan ts 
are sen t hom e. 

T h is year  the f i r st  four  gam es w i l l  
consist  of  Texas Souther n  and M oun t 
St. M ar y?s com pet ing for  the #16 seed 
in  the east region , N or folk State and 
Appalach ian  State com pet ing for  the 
#16 seed in  the west region , W ich i ta 
State and D r ake com pet ing for  the #11 
seed in  the west region , and M ich igan  
State com pet ing w i th  UCL A for  the 
#11 seed in  the east region . 

T he p lacem en t of  M ich igan  State 
as a f i r st  four  team  caused an  uproar  
as m any d isagreed w i th  the 
p lacem en t. 

?Fr ank ly  I ?m  sur pr ised [M ich igan  
State] ended up  in  the f i r st  four , 
[since] M ich igan  State has beaten  al l  
th ree num ber  one seeds,? said  Seth  
D avis, one of  the p resen ter s of  the 
Select ion  Show, wh ich  announces al l  
of  the team s and thei r  seeds. 

 Another  team  m any fel t  was 
snubbed was L ou isv i l le, as they d idn?t 
receive a spot in  the m en?s 
tour nam en t. 

 ?[L ou isv i l le]  [was] on  our  
conver sat ion  board  deep in to the 

d iscussions that we had,? said  M i tch  
Bar nhar t , Ath let i c D i rector  of  the 
Un iver si ty  of  Ken tucky and chai r  of  
the select ion  com m i t tee, said  dur ing 
the Select ion  Show. ?T he p roblem  was 
that you had two team s that m ade 
real ly  rem ar kable tour nam en t r uns in  
Geor getown  and O regon  State, and so 
they were not under  the consider at ion  
board  and as they took those spots 
som e peop le had to f al l  of f .? 

 L ou isv i l le, st i l l  had a chance to 
par t i cipate in  M arch  M adness. T hey, 
along w i th  Color ado State, St . L ou is 
and M ississipp i , have been  put on  
stand-by, wh ich  m eans they w i l l  
r ep lace a team  i f  that  team  has a  

COVID -19 outbreak. H owever, since 
no team s had to w i thdr aw due to 
COVID -19 outbreaks, L ou isv i l le won 't  
be gett ing a chance at  the t rophy.

O n  the f l ip  side of  the br acket are 
the four  #1 seeds: Gonzaga, Bay lor , 
I l l i nois, and M ich igan . Al l  four  team s 
are considered to be the best in  thei r  
r egion . T hey al l  have the easiest  road 
to the f inal  four  because the 
tour nam en t i s designed to have the 
best or  h ighest seeds p lay against  the 
wor st  or  lowest seeds. Being 
designated as #1 in  a region  m eans the 
select ion  com m i t tee expects that  team  
to go to the f inal  four .  

Gonzaga is the over al l  #1 p ick , 

wh ich  m eans the select ion  com m i t tee 
bel ieves they w i l l  be the even tual  
cham pion  and m ost peop le agree w i th  
the designat ion . 

?I t?s the f avor i te,? said  Andy Katz 
dur ing a v ideo on  the M arch  M adness 
YouTube channel . ?T hey?ve got dep th , 
they?ve got scor ing, they are better  
defensively  and they?re undefeated.? 

 W h i le Gonzaga is the f avor i te for  
the cham pionsh ip , any th ing can  
happen . Upsets are com m on  and so 
are Cinder l la team s, or  team s that do 
m uch  better  than  they were expected 
to. And wh i le we don?t know who w i l l  
w in , we do know one th ing for  cer tain : 
M arch  M adness is f inal ly  here. 

M ar ch  M adn ess i s h er e 
By  JULI A DI ET RICH
Staff Writer

NCAA.COM

Bell thinking to 
himself how far 
he'll hit the next 
one.

Josh Bell 
rounding  the 
bases after 
another 'Bell 
bomb'.

BOTH PHOTOS COURTESY OF NATIONALS TWITTER
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Q O  H ockey 's h i stor i c season  en ds i n  p layof f  def eat
By KENDALL LUM SDEN
 Senior Staff Writer

Although  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty doesn?t coun t hockey as a 
school- sponsored spor t , Q O ?s 
club team  con t inues to show up  
and get better  ever y year. 
Com pared to last  year ?s record  of  
5 w ins, 7 losses, and 2 t ies, th is 
year  the team  showcased thei r  
ded icat ion  to im prov ing. T he 
team  ended th is year ?s season  
(N ovem ber  13, 20 20  -  M arch  15, 
20 21) w i th  6 w ins, 1 loss, and 1 t ie. 

 L ongt im e coach  Andy Katon  
was joined by second-year  coach  
M ike Eyester  in  gu id ing the team  
th rough  thei r  season . T he team ?s 
cap tain  th is year  was #43, sen ior  
Ty ler  Eyester , who led  h is team  to 
v ictor y  but also led  h is 
team m ates in  goals scored w i th  21 
in  the regu lar  season . I n  Januar y, 
the team ?s Tw i t ter  accoun t 
tweeted a congr atu lat ions to 
Eyester  ?on  m ak ing the 
M ar y land H al l  of  Fam e.? T he 
assistan t cap tains were sen ior  
Br andon  Cavey #73 and jun ior  
An thony Spano #4. 

 Fol low ing Eyester  in  the 
am oun t of  goals scored was 
sophom ore Joshua W ei tzm an  
w i th  13 goals. Cavey fol lows 
sophom ore D y lan  Eyester ?s 19 
assists w i th  10 . Breakout star , 

sophom ore goal ie Jerem y Eager, 
on ly  let  in  18 goals dur ing the 
team ?s regu lar  season , help ing h is 
team  w in  75% of  thei r  eigh t  gam es 
p layed. 

 T hei r  season  star ted  on  a 
h igh  note and con t inued thei r  
w in  streak th roughout thei r  f i r st  
six gam es. T hei r  closest gam e had 
a w inn ing score of  1-0  against  
W alter  Johnson , wh i le thei r  
f u r thest were 11-1 and 12-2, 
thorough ly  defeat ing Richard  
M on tgom er y and N or thwest, 
r espect ively. T hei r  two f inal  
r egu lar  season  gam es ended in  a 
4-4 t ie against  W ootton  and a 1-6 
loss against  Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase. T hey lost  in  the 
quar ter f inals, the f i r st  r ound of  
p layof f s, 1-5 against  Richard  
M on tgom er y. 

M ar y lan d  M en 's Basketbal l  l ook s f or  Cin der el l a 
stor y  th i s M ar ch

Exact ly  one year  af ter  M arch  
M adness was shut down  along w i th  al l  
other  spor ts, the M ar y land M en?s 
Basketbal l  p rogr am  w i l l  f inal ly  get 
thei r  shot once again  in  the N CAA 
tour nam en t. Being a p rojected  top  
seed last  year , i t  was ver y 
d isappoin t ing for  the Ter ps when  they 
found out the COVID -19 pandem ic 
was cancel ing one of  thei r  bet ter  
chances at  w inn ing i t  al l  in  year s.

 Af ter  losing thei r  two top  p layer s 
in  An thony Cowan  and Jalen  Sm i th  
th is of f - season , m any considered 
M ar y land to be in  a ?rebu i ld ing 
phase.? Coach  M ar k Tur geon  and the 
retur n ing p layer s took of fense to th is 
claim . ?W e know the k ind  of  team  we 
are when  we wor k harder  than  our  
opponen t,?  Tur geon  told  repor ter s. 
?W e hust le on  defense l i ke no other .?

 Being in  the Big 10  con ference 
also m ade th is season  that m uch  m ore 
chal lenging for  M ar y land. W i th  a 
shor tened schedule, the Ter ps had a 

lot  fewer  gam es out of  con ference to 
r ack up  easy w ins. T h is d idn?t stop  
M ar y land, though , as they were able 
to knock of f  som e top- t ier  opponen ts 
th is season  in  I l l i nois, M innesota, 
W isconsin , and Purdue. Al l  of  these 
are tour nam en t-bound team s besides 
M innesota, who had a rough  end of  
the year  due to in jur ies. But I l l i nois i s 
a #1 seed th is season . Clear ly, the 
Ter ps have shown  they can  hang w i th  
anyone.

 M ar y land has used sen ior  
leader sh ip  to lead to success f rom  the 
Big 10  defensive p layer  of  the year  
D ar y l  M or sel l . ?M or sel l  has been  one 
of  the biggest guys for  us al l  year ,? 
Tur geon  told  repor ter s. H is defensive 
spar ks have al lowed scorer s l i ke Er ic 
Ayala and Aaron  W iggins to get 
scor ing oppor tun i t ies.

 Af ter  a f ive-gam e w inn ing streak, 
M ar y land looked to be in  a posi t ion  to 
easi ly  m ake the big dance. H owever, 
two str aigh t losses com ing against  
weaker  team s in  N or thwester n  and 
Penn  State lef t  the Ter ps on  the br ink 
of  col lapse. T hankfu l ly  for  the Ter ps, 
they p icked up  a m assive v ictor y  over  

a tough  M ich igan  State team , wh ich  
sol id i f ied  thei r  posi t ion  in  the N CAA 
Tour nam en t.  

  Sen ior  guard  Reese M ona had 
h igh  p r aise for  h is team m ates af ter  
thei r  com e-  f r om -  beh ind  w in  in  the 
Big 10  tour nam en t.

?W as I  wor r ied? Yeah . Af ter  
com ing of f  two losses, yeah , I  was 
wor r ied , but the guys d id  i t ,? he said . 
?And that?s a real ly  good sign  for  us 
because we haven?t done that a lot  th is 
year  ?  when  we?re not p lay ing great, 
just  to real ly  tur n  i t  on .?  M ar y land w i l l  
open  up  the tour nam en t as a #10  seed 
and take on  #7-seeded Connect icu t , a 
tough  team  that has given  team s in  
the Big East t r ouble al l  year . H owever, 
i f  M ar y land can  str ap  up  defensively  
the way they have against  the toughest 
of  opponen ts, they can  easi ly  com e 
out of  th is batt le w i th  a v ictor y  and 
m ove on . 

M ar y land w i l l  p lay UCO N N  on  
Saturday n igh t at  7:0 0  PM . T he big 
dance is on , but how long w i l l  
M ar y land rem ain  on  the f loor ? T he 
road is tough , but a Cinderel la- l i ke 
stor y  i s never  out of  the quest ion  for  

the Ter ps.
Another  th ing to note:  the 

M ar y land W om en  are a #2 seed in  the 
wom en?s side of  the tour nam en t! 
T hey are one of  the top  team s in  the 
nat ion  and w i l l  def in i tely  be a team  to 
look out for  as M arch  p rogresses.

"We know what 
kind of team we 
are when we work 
harder than our 
opponent." 
-  M ark Turgeon

By  BEN ST ROBER
Editor- In-Chief

D ate O p p on en t Scor e

11/ 13/ 20 20 Richard  M on tgom er y W  11-1

12/ 0 4/ 20 20 D am ascus/ Gai ther sbur g/ Clar ksbur g/
W atk ins M i l l

W  7-0

12/ 11/ 20 20 W inston  Church i l l W  8-4

0 1/ 10 / 20 21 N or thwest W  12-2

0 1/ 28/ 20 21 Bethesda-Chevy Chase W   7-1

0 2/ 0 6/ 20 21 W alter  Johnson W  1-0

0 2/ 12/ 20 21 W ootton T  4-4

0 2/ 28/ 20 21 Bethesda-Chevy Chase L  1-6

PHOTO CREDIT OF ESPN

PHOTO CREDIT TO QO HOCKEY TWITTER 
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Fal l  A t h l et i cs Sch ed u l es
M A R C H  19 , 2 0 2 1

Af ter  over  a year  of  wai t ing, Q uince O rchard  ath let i cs even ts are back. Boy?s Soccer, Gi r ls Soccer, 
Gi r ls Vol leybal l  and Field  H ockey w i l l  al l  be p lay ing f ive gam e schedules wh i le Gol f  w i l l  be p lay ing a 

th ree gam e schedule. Footbal l  gam es are cur ren t ly  not per m i t ted : th is has caused m assive outr age 
th roughout the com m un i ty. 

By ADAM  GOT KI N
Staff Writer

Boys Soccer Gi r l s Soccer Gi r l s Vol l ey bal l

3/ 22 7:15pm  vs Poolesv i l le

4/ 7 7:15pm  @ Church i l l

4/ 9 7:15pm  vs W J

4/ 12 7:15pm  @ W ootton  

4/ 14 7:15pm  vs RM  

3/ 22 7:15pm  @ Poolesv i l le

4/ 7 7:15pm  vs Church i l l

4/ 8 5:15pm  @ W J

4/ 12 7:15pm  vs W ootton  

4/ 14 7:15pm  @ RM  

3/ 22 7:0 0 pm  @ W ootton

3/ 24 7:0 0 pm  vs Church i l l

4/ 8 7:0 0 pm  @ BCC

4/ 13 7:0 0 pm  @ Poolesv i l le

4/ 15 7:0 0 pm  vs W J 

Field  H ockey Gol f

3/ 19 3:45pm  @ M agr uder  

3/ 23 6:0 0 pm  vs Rockv i l le 

3/ 25 3:45pm  @ RM

4/ 8 6:0 0 pm  vs Poolesv i l le

4/ 13 6:0 0 pm  vs D am ascus 

3/ 25 3:30 pm  vs RM / Sher wood/ W ootton

4/ 8 3:30 pm  vs BCC/ RM / W h i tm an  

4/ 15 3:30 pm  vs Church i l l / RM / Sher wood

Al l  gam es w i l l  be broadcasted l ive on  the N FH S N etwor k for  a subscr ip t ion  fee of   $10 .99/ m o or  
$69.99/ y r . Gam es w i l l  also be broadcast l i ve on  in ter net r ad io by the Q O  Spor ts N etwor k . T here are 
cur ren t ly  no spectator s al lowed to any gam es includ ing paren ts. I n  other  D C area coun t ies p lay ing 

spor ts, that  i s not the case. 

Fol l ow  @Q O Sp or tsN et on  T w i t ter  an d  
I n stagr am  to stay  u p dated  on  al l  Q u in ce 

O r ch ar d  Sp or ts N ew s an d  br oadcasts!
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