
Vi r gin ia has h istor ical ly  been  a 
sw ing state, but  i t  has recen t ly  leaned 
D em ocr at. I n  the 20 20  p residen t ial  
elect ion , Presiden t Joe Biden  won  
Vi r gin ia by 10 .11% of  the votes over  
for m er  p residen t D onald  Tr um p. 
D esp i te hav ing num erous Republ ican  
gover nor s in  the past, V i r gin ia has had 
a D em ocr at ic gover nor  since for m er  
gover nor  Ter r y  M cAul i f fe won  in  20 14 
and held  of f i ce un t i l  20 18, when  
D em ocr at ic Gover nor  Ralph  N or tham  
won  and took of f i ce, as (Vi r gin ia 
gover nor s are unable to ser ve 
consecut ive ter m s, wh ich  is why 
M cAul i f fe d idn?t r un  again  in  20 18.) 

I n  th is m ost recen t Vi r gin ia 
guber nator ial  elect ion , M cAul i f fe r an  
against  Republ ican  cand idate Glenn  
Youngk in , hop ing for  a second 
non -consecut ive ter m , and 
consisten t ly  led  in  the pol ls. Accord ing 
to FiveT h i r tyEigh t pol ls, M cAul i f fe 
had a 2.9-poin t  lead just  one week 
before the elect ion . 

N ever theless, Republ ican  
cand idate Youngk in  won  the 
guber nator ial  elect ion  on  N ovem ber  2, 
w i th  a m ere 2% lead over  M cAul i f fe.

Youngk in  r an  on  a cam paign  

p lat for m  of  an t i -Cr i t i cal  Race T heor y, 
lower  taxes, and rol lbacks on  vaccine 
and m ask m andates. M cAul i f fe, on  the 
other  hand, r an  on  a cam paign  
p lat for m  of  cr im inal  just ice refor m , 
r aising the m in im um  wage, en forcing 
CD C- recom m ended m ask m andates 
in  school  bu i ld ings, and a p lan  to 
boost vaccinat ion  r ates. 

So what al lowed Tr um p-backed 
Youngk in  to w in  the state that  had 
voted  in  f avor  of  T r um p?s opponen t, 
Joe Biden , less than  a year  p r ior ? 

Vi r gin ia actual ly  has a h istor ical  
pat ter n  in  of f -year  elect ions of  
elect ing gover nor s f r om  the opposi te 
par ty  of  the si t t ing p residen t, wh ich  
M cAul i f fe def ied  when  he won  h is f i r st  
ter m  in  20 13, a year  af ter  for m er  
p residen t Bar ack O bam a won  
reelect ion . 

M cCaul i f fe, hop ing to con t inue h is 
luck w i th  break ing the patter n  and w in  
a second non -consecut ive ter m , t r ied  
to w in  by ty ing Youngk in  to Tr um p, 
who had publ icly  suppor ted  h im . 
H owever, th is str ategy backf i r ed , as i t  
f ai led  to br ing in  the D em ocr at ic 

voter s he needed to outweigh  
Youngk in?s m om en tum , and a h igh  
num ber  of  independen t voter s 
decided in  the Republ ican  cand idate?s 
f avor . 

?Biden  voter s actual ly  gave 
Youngk in  the w in ,? Teagen  Goddard , a 
for m er  pol icy  adv isor  to m ul t ip le 
pol i t i cal  leader s, said  in  the Pol i t i cal  
W i re. ?O n  aver age, in  these pol ls, 
Youngk in  got m ore than  7% of  Biden  
voter s, wh i le M cAul i f fe on ly  got 2% of  
Tr um p voter s. Biden  voter s, not  
Tr um p voter s, were decisive.?

W h i le elect ion  n igh t in  Vi r gin ia 
was a loss for  D em ocr ats, i t  was a w in  
for  d iver si ty. Republ ican  W insom e 
Sear s r an  for  L ieutenan t Gover nor  and 
won . I n  the Vi r gin ia com m onweal th?s 
40 0 -year  legislat ive h istor y, Sear s w i l l  
be the f i r st  wom an  and per son  of  
color  to hold  of f i ce. Sear s, who was 
bor n  in  Jam aica, was the f i r st  Black 

Republ ican  wom an  to be elected  to  
the Vi r gin ia Gener al  Assem bly, and 
she is a M ar ine veter an  and a for m er  
v ice p residen t of  the Vi r gin ia Board  of  
Educat ion . 

Elect ion  n igh t was also h istor ical  
for  Boston , M assachusetts, wh ich  
elected  i ts f i r st  wom an  and 
Asian -Am er ican  m ayor, M ichel le W u, 
and in  N ew Yor k Ci ty, wh ich  elected  i ts 
second Af r ican -Am er ican  m ayor, Er ic 
Adam s. 

T hat sam e n igh t, there was also 

m ajor  tension  in  N ew Jer sey, as voter s 

deter m ined whether  D em ocr at ic 
Gover nor  Ph i l  M ur phy would  w in  a 
second ter m , or  i f  Republ ican  
cand idate Jack Ciat tarel l i  would  take 
over . T he resu l ts were too close to cal l  
on  elect ion  n igh t, al though  M ur phy 
was later  declared the w inner  w i th  a 
sl im  2.9% vote lead over  Ciat tarel l i . 

N ext year , M ar y land w i l l  go 
th rough  th is sam e process, vot ing on  
N ovem ber  8, 20 22, to deter m ine who 
our  next gover nor  w i l l  be. W i th  H ogan  
being inel igible to r un  again , 
D em ocr at ic voter s w i l l  f igh t  to f l ip  the 
of f i ce in  thei r  f avor , and Republ ican  
voter s w i l l  f igh t  to stay in  power. 
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M on tgom er y  Cou n ty  l i f ts m ask  m an date... r i gh t?

O n O ctober  28, the m ask m andate 
for  M on tgom er y Coun ty was 
im m ediately  suspended, causing a 
com binat ion  of  joy and apprehension  
to r ipp le across the coun ty. But just  as 
qu ick ly  as the m ask m andate news 
reached the publ ic, other  con f l i ct ing 
p ieces of  news were p resen ted as wel l , 
put t ing the suspension  in  jeopardy. 

   T he coun ty m ask m andate began  
on  August 5 of  th is year , when  the 
D el ta var ian t  began  i ts spread al l  over  
the Un i ted  States. Fear  of  a new 
lockdown  caused local  gover nm en ts to 
en force th is m andate in  order  to l im i t  
the spread of  the new var ian t . 
Businesses and publ ic bu i ld ings had 
signs p lastered on  them  echoing the 
sen t im en ts of  M on tgom er y Coun ty. 

T h is m andate con t inued on  as 
nor m al  for  a l i t t le m ore than  two 
m on ths, un t i l  som eth ing changed. I n  
the m on th  of  August, the t r ansm ission  
level  for  the coronavi r us th roughout 
the coun ty was at  ?substan t ial ,? and 
changed to ?h igh? dur ing Septem ber. 
H owever,  on  O ctober  21, the 
t r ansm ission  level  fel l  to ?m oder ate,? 
sign i f y ing hope to the com m un i ty. 
(For  con text , the scale for  Covid-19 

tr ansm ission  for  the coun ty star ts w i th  
ver y low, low, m oder ate, substan t ial , 
and then  h igh .) W hen  the level  
decreased, talks and r um or s sw i r led , 
w i th  som e theor izing that 
M on tgom er y Coun ty would  end the 
m ask m andate because of  the change. 
Soon  enough , those talks were 
con f i r m ed.

A week later  on  O ctober  28, the 
m ask m andate for  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty was of f i cial ly  suspended. T he 
coun ty breathed a 
sigh  of  r el ief , as 
l i fe seem ed to be 
going back to 
nor m al , l i ke i t  had 
been  
p re-pandem ic.

Un t i l  i t  wasn?t. 
O n  O ctober  30 , i t  
was announced 
that the indoor  
m ask m andate 
would  be back in  ef fect  star t ing 
N ovem ber  3. 

M on tgom er y Coun ty released a 
statem en t say ing that ?the Coun ty 
retur ned to substan t ial  t r ansm ission  of  
COVID -19,? thus the reinstatem en t of  
the m andate. Fol low ing a shar p  social  
m ed ia outcr y  f r om  peop le who claim  
they were m isled , though , the coun ty 

yet  again  sh i f ted  cour se. 
Af ter  what N BC W ash ington  cal led  

a ?weekend of  con fusion ,? another  
change was m ade by M on tgom er y 
Coun ty. O n  N ovem ber  2, the 
M on tgom er y Coun ty Counci l , act ing 
as the Board  of  H eal th , unan im ously  
voted  to say that the m ask m andate 
would  on ly  retur n  i f  the coun ty saw 
seven  consecut ive days of  substan t ial  
or  h igh  coronavi r us spread. T h is vote 
am ended the m ask m andate 

beforehand. 
(Substan t ial  
t r ansm ission  in  
th is coun ty is 
def ined as 50  
to 99.99 new 
cases per  
10 0 ,0 0 0  
peop le.)
O n  top  of  the 
am endm en t, 
the counci l  

voted  that once the coun ty reached an  
85% fu l l  vaccinat ion  r ate for  the total  
populat ion , the m ask m andate would  
not be just  suspended, but el im inated 
al together . T he cur ren t vaccinat ion  
r ate for  the coun ty, accord ing to 
M on tgom er y Coun ty websi te, i s at  
68.5%. 

T he days for  substan t ial  

t r ansm ission  that were being 
m on i tored  by the CD C and the coun ty 
were N ovem ber  2 -  N ovem ber  9. I f  the 
coronavi r us spread was at  the 
substan t ial  level  th roughout al l  of  
those seven  days, then  the m ask 
m andate would  retur n . 

H owever, that  wouldn?t be the 
case. O n  N ovem ber  4, i t  was repor ted  
that M on tgom er y Coun ty wen t back 
in to m oder ate t r ansm ission  for  
COVID -19, break ing the substan t ial  
t r ansm ission  streak. W i th  the 
m oder ate t r ansm ission  back in  p lace, 
the indoor  m ask m andate was 
of f i cial ly  suspended for  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty.

O n  the of f i cial  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty websi te, i t  says that f ace 
cover ings/ m asks m ust st i l l  be wor n  in  
any ind iv idual  business or  
or gan izat ion  that requ i res m asks, 
those in  M CPS school  bu i ld ings, and 
wh i lst  using publ ic t r anspor tat ion . T he 
websi te was updated on  N ovem ber  9 
to ref lect  the updated m ask pol icy.  
Af ter  a str i ct  pol i cy  and then  a bizar re 
ser ies of  even ts, char acter ized as 
unnecessar y by som e, the indoor  m ask 
recom m endat ion  is f inal ly  not a 
requ i rem en t for  m ost p laces for  
ci t i zens in  M on tgom er y Coun ty.  
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Glenn Youngkin declares victory, posting on 
social media to thank his supporters.

VIA GLENN YOUNGKIN'S INSTAGRAM 

THE     WIKIPEDIA Kr ist in Barnes
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W hether  i t  be w i th  the bold  look 
of  black and gr ay real i sm  or  the 
color f u l  v ibr ancy of  neo- tr ad i t ional , 
m ore and m ore peop le are show ing 
of f  un ique tat too sty les as tat toos 
con t inue to becom e increasingly  

popular  am ong the gener al  publ ic? so 
popular  that , in  a sur vey conducted by 
Ber l in -based th ink tank D al ia 
Research , about 38% of  al l  wor ldw ide 
responden ts repor ted  hav ing at  least  
one tat too. 

Tattoos have grown  especial ly  
popular  in  Europe, w i th  the sam e 
study f ind ing that about hal f  of  al l  
ci t i zens l iv ing in  I taly  and Sweden  
have at  least  one tat too. W i th  tat toos 
becom ing such  a stap le of  today 's pop  
cu l ture, i t 's no sur p r ise that  the 
research  in to the ef fects of  tat toos on  
sk in  has seen  an  increase as wel l ; af ter  
sever al  year s of  data col lect ion , the 
European  Un ion  isn 't  p leased w i th  
what 's been  found. 

Star t ing on  Januar y 4, 20 22, the 
European  Un ion  w i l l  p roh ibi t  the use 

of  Pigm en t Green  7 and Pigm en t Blue 
15:3, ef fect ively  bann ing any tat too 
inks that  con tain  them . 

T he decision  cam e af ter  a dossier  
known  as Annex X V claim ed that the 
poten t ial  heal th  r i sks that  com e f rom  
being exposed to hazardous chem icals 
in  inks used in  tat toos weren 't  being 
"adequately  con trol led ," and therefore 
needed to be f ur ther  addressed by the 
EU. T hus, un t i l  m ore research  com es 
out sur round ing the ef fects of  
p igm en ts l i ke Green  7 and Blue 15:3, 
the EU  though t i t  best  to rem ove them  
f rom  use en t i r ely. N eed less to say, 
European  color  tat too ar t i sts weren 't  
par t ial  to th is decision . 

"T h is i s the wor k of  an  over zealous 
civ i l  ser van t and w i l l  create chaos ?  
the peop le in  char ge don?t know a 

th ing about tat tooing, but are being 
in f luenced by al l  k inds of  lobby ists 
when  m ak ing thei r  decisions," said  
p rest igious D utch  tat too ar t i st  H enk 
Sch i f fm acher  in  an  in ter v iew w i th  
D utchN ews.n l .

Since these p igm en ts m ake up  65% 
of  al l  color  inks avai lable in  Europe, 
the f r ustr at ion  fel t  by Sch i f fm acher  
and other  European  tat too ar t i sts i s 
war r an ted. But wh i le the f u ture of  
eye-catch ing color  tat toos seem s 
bleak, not al l  hope is lost  for  color f u l  
sk in  ar t  in  Europe. T he "Save T he 
Pigm en ts" m ovem en t has gar nered 
in ter nat ional  at ten t ion , and is a 
p lat for m  where tat too ar t i sts and fans 
al i ke are p rotest ing against  the ban   
th rough  social  m ed ia act iv i ty  and a 
pet i t ion  to the EU. 
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d i r ect ly  to M s. Cooley-Klein  in  Room  241. 

L etter s m ay be ed i ted  for  space and clar i ty.

A B OU T
T he Prowler i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the 1988-89 school  year . 
To becom e a staf f  m em ber, studen ts 
should  take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  M s. 
Cooley-Klein  to qual i f y  for  the N ewspaper  
Product ion  class.

W h at i s th e quince i n  Q u in ce O r ch ar d  H i gh  
Sch ool?

Q uince O rchard  H igh  School . 
Q uince O rchard . Q uince? M any 
long- t im e ci t i zens of  our  com m un i ty  
say th is word  num erous t im es as being 
par t  of  our  school  nam e, though  what 
t r u ly  i s the m ean ing of  the word  
qu ince? I t  i s none other  than  the nam e 
of  a f r u i t  ?  hence the word  ?orchard .? 
T h is lum py yel low cross between  an  
app le and a pear, wh i le relat ively  r are 
in  our  d iets, has m ade i ts way in to the 
nam e of  our  beloved h igh  school . 

Even  though  th is m ay not be new 
in for m at ion  to m any, th is m yster ious 
qu ince has seem ingly  rem ained 
quest ionable, the nature of  i t  being 
qu i te ar bi t r ar y. 

?I  knew about the qu ince before, 
but  I  never  though t about how i t  

r elates to our  school  nam e,? said  
sen ior  Er in  H elger m an . 

Even  though  the Gai ther sbur g 
area has been  nam ed Q uince O rchard  
since 1885, accord ing to T he 
Bal t im ore Sun , i t 's a m yster y whether  
th is land used to actual ly  be a qu ince 
far m . 

T hough  th is wouldn?t be 
sur p r ising, as in  the Un i ted  States, 
?qu inces were com m on  in  the garden  
and in  the k i tchen  f rom  colon ial  days 
th rough  the 19th  cen tur y,? said  L aur a 
M cCand l ish  f rom  N PR. N ever theless, 
thei r  dem and decreased as f r u i t  that  
were easy to eat str aigh t of f  the t ree or  
bush  becam e m ore w idespread.

Al though  the qu ince is nat ive to 
the M idd le East, i t  i s also popular  w i th  
Korean  and Span ish  cu isines ?  i ts 
abi l i ty  to th r ive in  d i f feren t cl im ates 
p lays a role in  that . Even  now, they are 
relat ively  popular  in  the Un i ted  States 

as wel l , par t i cu lar ly  the p ineapp le 
qu ince, wh ich  is grown  predom inan t ly  
in  Cal i for n ia. 

K im ber ly  Baxter  f r om  Eat 
D el igh ts, an  in for m at ive or gan izat ion  
for  foods and d iets, states, ?[Q uince] 
can  be m ade in to p ies (both  sweet and 
savor y), jam s, chutneys, com potes, etc, 
but  they are typ ical ly  used for  bak ing 

pur poses.? I t  i s ed ible r aw, depend ing 
on  the qu ince, but you can  also 
indu lge in  som e qu ince cheese. 

T he Great Br i t i sh  Chefs 
em phasize that qu ince cheese ?is a 
th ick , sweet jel ly  m ade f rom  qu ince.? 
Con tr ar y to i ts nam e, the f lavor  of  
qu ince cheese is incred ibly  f ar  f r om  
tr ad i t ional  cheese: i t?s r ather  sweet as 
i t  i s ?m ade f rom  noth ing but f r u i t  and 
sugar.?

A m ul t i tude of  peop le f ind  i t  
f ascinat ing that our  school  i s nam ed 
af ter  such  a n iche f r u i t , as that  m akes 
us m ore un ique. N ext t im e you f ind  
your sel f  at  a W egm ans, the 
in ter nat ional  m ar ket, or  your  local  
f ar m er ?s m ar ket, look around for  a 
bizar rely  shaped f r u i t  sm el l ing of  
p ineapp les and guava, to t r u ly  
im m er se your sel f  in  the qu ince of  
Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .  
  

By AVA GARZAN
Staff Writer

20 21's cl im ate su m m i t
T he deals and takeaways from the COP26

From  O ctober  31 th rough  
N ovem ber  12, the CO P26 took p lace 
in  Glasgow, Scot land. CO P 
(Con ference of  the Par t ies) was the 
26th  Un i ted  N at ions Cl im ate Change 
Con ference, m ean t for  wor ld  leader s 
to com e together  and d iscuss how to 
l im i t  the devastat ing ef fects of  cl im ate 
change. 

T he p residen t of  the cl im ate 
sum m i t , Br i tain?s Alok Shar m a, a 
cabinet m in ister , cal led  the CO P26 the 
Ear th?s ?last  best hope? to save the 
p lanet. 

T he alm ost- th ree-week even t, 
f i l led  w i th  del iber at ion  and 
d iscussion , created som e legi t im ate 
com prom ises, wh i le m em ber s also 
addressed shor tcom ings and created 

angst am ongst delegates. 
A near-unan im ous consensus was 

reached that t im e was r unn ing out to 
p reven t a r i se in  global  tem per atures, 
and em phasized the im por tance of  
tak ing act ion .  T he f inal  
agreem en t/ package of  the CO P26 
included m any deals between  

ind iv idual  coun tr ies. O ne big 
com prom ise was between  the U.S and 
Ch ina. 

T he Un i ted  States and Ch ina both  

agreed to t r y  to cut  em issions dur ing 
th is decade, w i th  Ch ina aim ing to 
develop  a p lan  to l im i t  m ethane 
em issions. T h is broker age was seen  as 
sur p r ising by other  delegates, as the 
U.S and Ch ina are r ivals.

Another  big developm en t was the 
em issions of  m ethane in  gener al , as 
m ore than  10 0  coun tr ies agreed to cut  
m ethane em issions by the end of  the 
20 20 ?s. T h is p ledge was especial ly  
pushed by the Biden  adm in istr at ion . 

D elegates f rom  over  10 0  
coun tr ies, includ ing the U.S, Ch ina, 
Russia and Br azi l , vowed to end 

deforestat ion  by 20 30 .
T hese are just  som e of  the 

im por tan t deals m ade th roughout the 
CO P26, yet  there were som e 

com pl icat ions and d isappoin tm en ts of  

the f inal  agreem en t.
A decade ago, the wor ld?s 

weal th iest  coun tr ies agreed to 
m obi l i ze $10 0  bi l l ion  annual ly  to 
poorer  coun tr ies to assist  w i th  thei r  
cl im ate change m odi f i cat ions; 
however, they?ve fal len  shor t  by 
bi l l i ons of  dol lar s. Sm al ler  coun tr ies, 
includ ing I ndonesia and South  Af r ica, 
claim  they lack the econom ic 
resources to ef fect ively  l im i t  cl im ate 
change, and they are st i l l  cal l ing on  
the r i cher  coun tr ies to f inancial ly  aid  
them . 

A lar ge setback in  the f inal  cl im ate 
deal  involved ener gy 
p roduct ion  by I nd ia and 
Ch ina. I n  ear l ier  d r af ts, they 
p ledged to in i t iate a 

?phase-out? p lan  for  coal . 
H owever  on  the last  day of  
negot iat ions, they changed 
thei r  p lan  to ?phase-down? 
thei r  coal  p roduct ion , thus 
being seen  by other  
coun tr ies as not doing 
enough  to l im i t  fossi l  f uel  

p roduct ion .
Shar m a issued an  em ot ional  
apology, say ing ?I  am  deep ly  

sor r y? over  the shor tcom ings of  the 
f inal  CO P26 deal , al though  he d id  cal l  
the even t ?a successfu l  CO P26.? 

PIXABAY

By JAY M OT I WALA
Editor- in-Chief

FLICKR

W h at to do w i th  th e tat too: Eu r op e?s cr ackdow n  
on  color  i n k  
By M AX H ANDELM AN 
Staff Writer



O n Tuesday, O ctober  5, D ave 
Chappel le released h is com edy 
special , D ave Chappelle: T he Closer , 
in  wh ich  he talked about h is past 
con trover sies and shared h is though ts 
on  gender, sexual i ty, and r ace. D ur ing 
h is special , Chappel le m ade 
hom ophobic and tr ansphobic jokes 
and open ly  m ade fun  of  t r ansgender  
wom en . Even  af ter  w idespread 
back lash , N etf l i x said  i t  would  not take 
the special  down . As a resu l t , m any 
em ployees par t i cipated  in  a v i r tual  
walkout on  W ednesday, O ctober  20  
and wrote a let ter  of  r equests and 
suggest ions to m ake N etf l i x a m ore 
inclusive com pany. 

W h i le Chappel le tar geted sever al  
groups of  peop le, a lot  of  the uproar  
over  th is special  was about blatan t 
t r ansphobia. Chappel le told  sever al  
stor ies about in ter act ions he had w i th  
t r ansgender  wom en , whom  he then  
p roceeded to m ake fun  of  and 
m isgender, and used thei r  statem en ts 
to defend h is words. 

W hen  talk ing about h is f r iend, 
D aphne D or m an , Chappel le said  he 
accep ted her  because she d idn?t 
m en t ion  any th ing about p ronouns or  
m ake h im  feel  anx ious about m ak ing 
m istakes. W hen  a t r ansphobic joke or  
quest ion  was th rown  her  way, 
Chapel led  said  D or m an  rep l ied  back 

w i th  a w i t ty  response or  a joke pok ing 
at  her  as a t r ansgender  wom an . T he 
com edian  said  that  i s how he th inks 
t r ansgender  peop le should  approach  
h is type of  com edy. H e said  peop le 
should  be less sensi t ive, even  though  
the jokes are clear ly  bu i l t  to hur t  and 
tar get peop le. 

Chappel le said  he accep ted 
D or m an  because she was not of fended 
by h is jokes, but th is at t i tude is not 
accep table. Tr ansgender  peop le 
should  not have to p rove they can  take 
a joke for  thei r  iden t i t ies to be 
val idated , and accep tance of  who a 
per son  is should  not be cond i t ional  to 
how they act .

Towards the end of  h is r an t about 
gender, Chappel le talks about how J.K. 
Rowl ing was canceled  for  say ing 
gender  i s a f act  and how peop le cal led  
her  a T ERF (Tr ans-Exclusionar y 
Rad ical  Fem in ist). 

T ERF is not a slur , but  thei r  v iews 
are har m fu l  nonetheless because they 
?deny the val id i ty  of  t r ansgender  
peop le and tr ansgender  iden t i t ies,? 
said  Sar ah  M cBr ide, nat ional  p ress 
secretar y for  the H um an  Righ ts 
Cam paign . Say ing gender  i s a ?fact? 
goes against  the scien t i f i c r esearch  
ind icat ing that gender  i s not always 
t ied  to biology. 

Alm ost inv i t ing peop le to f igh t  
w i th  h im , Chappel le said , ?I  shou ldn?t 
speak on  th is because I  am  not a 
wom an  nor  am  I  a t r ans, but as we?ve 

establ ished I  am  a fem in ist . I ?m  team  
T ERF. I  agree gender  i s a f act .? 

H e claim ed to not hate 
t r ansgender  peop le and then  m ade 
com m en ts l i ke th is, f u l ly  suppor t ing 
the words and ideologies of  
wel l - known  tr ansphobes.

?Tr ans peop le have expressed 
outr age at  both  Chappel le and N etf l i x 
for  am p l i f y ing over ly  t r ansphobic and 
an t i - scien t i f i c v iews about gender  and 
tr ans iden t i ty,? wrote Aja Rom ano, a 
cu l ture staf f  w r i ter  for  Vox.

 I n  the or iginal  statem en t m ade by 
N etf l i x in  response to the scr u t iny 
around T he Closure, co-CEO  Ted 
Sar andos said  that  ?as w i th  our  other  
talen t , we wor k hard  to suppor t  thei r  
creat ive f reedom  ?  even  though  th is 
m eans there w i l l  always be con ten t on  
N etf l i x som e bel ieve is har m fu l .?

N etf l i x em p loyees staged a 
walkout in  response to th is m essage, 
and tr ans act iv ist  Ash lee M ar ie 
Preston  hosted  a r al ly  in  sol idar i ty  
w i th  the N etf l i x wor ker s. A group  of  
em p loyees that were par t  of  the 
walkout for m ed T he Tr ans Em ployee 
Resource Group and wrote a let ter  to 
N etf l i x l i st ing th ings they wan t to be 
changed and how they wan t N etf l i x to 
rem edy thei r  gr ievances. T hey said  
N etf l i x should  add a d isclaim er  before 
t r ansphobic t i t les that  speci f i cal ly  f lag 
t r ansphobic language, m isogyny, 
hom ophobia, and hate speech .

W hen  faced w i th  cr i t i cism , N etf l i x 

chose to stand beh ind  Chappel le, and 
in  doing so, Rom ano said  they spread 
?dangerous r hetor ic? that?s been  
shown  to d i rect ly  im pact the levels of  
an t i - t r ans v iolence and societal  
p rejud ice. 

W h i le hear ing m ul t ip le op in ions 
and sides to ar gum en ts is im por tan t 
for  peop le to lear n  and grow, there is a 
d i f ference between  sim p ly  hav ing 
another  op in ion  and being hatefu l . 
W hen  som eone who has a p lat for m  in  
the m ed ia puts out m essages of  hate 
towards a segm en t of  the populat ion , 
i t  m akes other s th ink i t  i s accep table. 
L et t ing th is special  ai r  adds to the 
abuse and m istreatm en t of  
t r ansgender  peop le because i t  
encour ages peop le to act  on  thei r  
t r ansphobic ideologies. I n  the f u ture, 
N etf l i x should  t r y  to be aware of  how 
thei r  specials and other  p rogr am s can  
im pact d i f feren t com m un i t ies of  
peop le so som eth ing l i ke th is i s not 
repeated.
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Ever y T hur sday, the bel l  r ings at  
10 :0 1 AM  and studen ts leave thei r  
th i r d  per iod  classroom  and crowd in to 
the hal l  to m ake thei r  way to thei r  
next  class. I nstead of  head ing to thei r  
four th  per iod , however, they m ake 
thei r  way to thei r  hom eroom  class for  
Cougar s Connect. 

I n troduced dur ing the dep ths of  
e- lear n ing, Cougar s Connect i s a 
designated t im e where teacher s 
p resen t sl ideshows on  top ics such  as 
m en tal  heal th , r acism , and heal thy 
cop ing techn iques. 

W h i le al l  of  the top ics are val id  
and im por tan t, we have to look at  the 
f u l l  p icture. I s a sl ideshow 
presen tat ion  an  ef fect ive way to get 
these im por tan t m essages across to 
studen ts, or  i s there a better  use of  

those valuable 35 m inutes?
 Cougar s Connect in  i ts cur ren t 

for m  was created w i th  the in ten t ion  of  
al lev iat ing studen ts? stress. L ast year , 
sl ideshows were shown  over  Z oom  in  
hom eroom  classes that were ar r anged 
to educate studen ts on  heal thy cop ing 

sk i l ls in  regards to m en tal  heal th . 

W hen  ever yone cam e back to the 
bu i ld ing th is year , Cougar s Connect 
con t inued in  per son . Assum ing a 
nor m al  schedule, ever y T hur sday 
between  th i r d  and four th  per iod , 35 
m inutes are al located  for  teacher s to 
p resen t the sl ideshows created by the 
Cougar s Connect com m i t tee. 
H owever, I  per sonal ly  feel  i ts im pact 
m ay be doing the opposi te of  i ts 
in tended pur pose.

L ike m any studen ts,  jun ior  
Z achar y W ei l  bel ieves that ?Cougar s 
Connect should  be used as a study 
hal l ,? and that studen ts cou ld  ?use that 
t im e to catch  up  on  thei r  wor k .? 
Studen ts would  be given  the 
oppor tun i ty  to m eet w i th  teacher s, 
wor k on  hom ewor k , and catch  up  on  
assignm en ts r ather  than  watch ing 
thei r  teacher s p resen t a sl ideshow that 
i sn 't  necessar i ly  benef icial  or  includes 
new in for m at ion . 

W ei l  notes that ?i f  i t 's used as a 
study hal l , peop le w i l l  be less stressed.? 
I n  the long r un , a study hal l  in  
rep lacem en t of  a Cougar s Connect 
per iod  would  have the sam e in tended 
pur pose. I f  adm in istr at ion  gives 
studen ts a f r ee per iod  ever y week to 
take a breath  and get up  to date on  

wor k , studen ts' stress levels w i l l  m ost 

l i kely  decrease. 
At T hom as W ootton  H igh  School , 

there is an  adv isor y per iod  
incor por ated  in  the schedule ever y 
day. ?I  get  a lot  m ore wor k done when  
in  a school  env i ronm en t,? W ootton  
jun ior  D an iel le L and exp lains, going 
f ur ther  that  ?the t im e m akes a big 
d i f ference.?  L and is able to com plete a 
lot  of  her  wor k dur ing adv isor y so she 
has a lot  ?m ore f ree t im e af ter  school .? 
W h i le th is i s not exact ly  what I ?m  
proposing, i t  i s apparen t that  a study 
hal l  i s benef icial  to studen ts.

 T h is idea has becom e m ore 
v isibly  necessar y, especial ly  as the 
quar ter  cam e to an  end. Between  
balancing extr acur r icu lar s, classwor k , 
hom ewor k , and study ing, i t  seem s l i ke 
there is never  enough  t im e to get 
ever y th ing done. L unch  m ay seem  
long, but i t  i s on ly  a m ere 40  m inutes. 
Real ist i cal ly, you can  on ly  v isi t  one 

teacher  dur ing lunch ; two i f  you?re 
extr a lucky. And then  when  do you eat 
lunch?

W h i le Cougar s Connect i s on ly  
once a week, jun ior  Tess I saacson  
bel ieves that ?i t  would  m ake a 
d i f ference.? 

?Cougar s connect teaches us how 

to cope w i th  stress,? I saacson  says, 

?giv ing us t im e to do our  wor k would  
actual ly  reduce stress.? 

T he study hal l  cou ld  also act  as 
another  t im e for  studen ts to v isi t  thei r  
teacher s. So instead of  on ly  being able 
to go to one teacher  a day for  extr a 
help  dur ing lunch , you cou ld  go for  an  
add i t ional  one af ter  being m ar ked as 
p resen t in  your  hom eroom  class. 

 I n  conclusion , the studen t 
populat ion  of  Q O  has m ade i t  
abundan t ly  clear  that  they would  
r ather  use the t im e in  Cougar s 
Connect to do wor k . Yes, the m essages 
w i th in  the p resen tat ions are extrem ely 
im por tan t to note, but  at  the sam e 
t im e, there has to be a better  way to 
com m un icate these m essages to 
studen ts wh i le p rov id ing studen ts w i th  
a study hal l  each  week. 

VIEWPOINT

I s Cou gar s Con n ect  a st r ai n  or  gai n ?
By M I A KAUFFM AN
Staff Writer

Q O 's af ter -sch ool  sn ack  p r ogr am  can celed  
... u n t i l  i t  w asn 't

For  year s, Q O  has p rov ided 
af ter school  snacks to studen ts who 
have extr acur r icu lar  act iv i t ies and to 
those who need them . T hese snacks 
were ser ved in  the lunch room  and 
were usual ly  the sam e foods given  to 
studen ts dur ing lunch . But f r om  
O ctober  13 to N ovem ber  1, the 
af ter - school  snacks were tem por ar i ly  
d iscon t inued.

T he cancelat ion  of  af ter school  
snacks r aised quest ions around the 
Q O  studen t ath lete com m un i ty, as 
af ter school  snacks were ver y popular  
am ong them .

Sen ior  Ch r ist ian  W oobay, a 
m em ber  of  the var si ty  soccer  team , 
spoke about the change.

?I  don?t know why they stopped i t . 
I  though t i t  was a good idea,? W oobay 
said .

Q O  ath letes rel ied  on  those snacks 
before p r act ice. ?T hey would  look 
for ward  to going there and gett ing 
you know a qu ick snack and com ing 
back,? said  W oobay. 

Af ter  the snacks stopped being 
d istr ibuted , a lot  of  ath letes had to 
change thei r  p re-p r act ice rout ine to 
com pensate for  the change. W oobay 
said  he would  ?usual ly  go across the 
street, t r y  and get a l i t t le bi t  of  snack 
[or ]  candy for  a boost of  ener gy.? 

Reasons for  the cancel lat ion  have 
been  f loat ing around the school  by 
studen ts. Som e studen ts bel ieve the 
d isappear ance of  af ter - school  snacks 
was due to the increase in  school  
cafeter ia- lunch  par t i cipat ion . D ur ing 
lunch , i t 's com m on  to see lunch  l ines 
extend to the foot of  the green  
hal lway. T h is i s l i kely  due to the f act  
that  lunch  for  al l  studen ts is f r ee to 
com pensate for  som e of  the ef fects of  
COVID -19 on  the econom y. T he 

school  also rever sed cour se on  
al low ing al l  studen ts of f  cam pus 
dur ing lunch  to on ly  upperclassm en . 
T he change was m ade due to a ser ies 
of  of f - cam pus inciden ts. Al l  of  these 
changes have m ade school  lunch  a 
m ore at t r act ive op t ion  for  studen ts. 

Another  possibi l i ty  for  the 
cancel lat ion  of  af ter - school  snacks is 
the hope to get studen ts of f  cam pus 
sooner. T h is year  there has been  a 
huge em phasis p laced on  physical  
d istancing. T he aforem en t ioned r u le 
to per m i t  al l  studen ts being able to 
t r avel  of f  cam pus is one exam ple of  
the adm in istr at ion  t r y ing to d istance 
studen ts. T he im por tance of  get t ing 
studen ts of f  cam pus is another  

react ion  to the COVID -19 cr isis and 
the school  t r y ing to abide by social  
d istancing requ i rem en ts. T he school  
m ay have wan ted to give studen ts 
w i thout extr acur r icu lar  act iv i t ies less 
incen t ive to stay on  cam pus.

Pr incipal  Beth  T hom as 
exp lained the change in  an  in ter v iew 
w i th  T he Prowler . She said  that  the 
suspension  of  the af ter - school  snack 
p rogr am  wasn?t due to a food shor tage 
or  lack of  par t i cipat ion , but because of  
a staf f  shor tage.

 ?W e stopped i t  for  a wh i le 
because we were shor t- staf fed ,? 
T hom as said . T he decision  was m ade 
due to a staf f ing cr isis. ?W e had a staf f  
m em ber  f al l  out , and?  we had to get 

cen tr al  of f i ce suppor t  here, '' she 
added. T he school  was able to get a 
par t- t im e em ployee to help  out w i th  
the shor t  staf f ing, but that  was on ly  
tem por ar y. ?I t?s been  con t inued now 
because we?re f u l ly  staf fed  again ,? 
T hom as said .

O n  N ovem ber  1, the school  
rever sed cour se and con t inued the 
af ter - school  snack p rogr am , wh ich  
answered the quest ions studen ts 
r aised dur ing the tem por ar y 
cancel lat ion . T he change was never  
m ean t to be per m anen t and i t  seem s 
l i ke the af ter - school  snack p rogr am  is 
back to nor m al .

By XAVI ER SUGGS
Staff Writer

QO students clammer to get free lunch inside the cafeteria during 5th period.

?If it's used as a 
study hall, people 
will be less 
stressed."

-Zach Weil
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Gr am m y Award-w inner  Adele is 
m ak ing a com eback by releasing her  
f i r st  new tr ack since her  album  25, 
wh ich  debuted six year s ago. 

T he real  quest ion  is, how has 
Adele spen t the past six year s? Adele 
op ted for  a q

u iet  l i f e and has barely  been  seen  
out and about. H owever, she has had 
sever al  spot l igh t  m om en ts. I n  Januar y 
20 20 , the singer  celebr ated  the N ew 
Year  in  the Car ibbean  w i th  H ar r y  
Sty les and Jam es Corden . I n  M ay 
20 20  for  her  32nd bi r thday, she 
d isp layed her  sign i f i can t weigh t loss. 
And on  O ctober  20 , 20 20 , Adele 
hosted  Saturday N igh t L ive and 
claim ed that her  album  would  be 
dropped closer  to 20 21, im p ly ing f ans 
would  have to wai t . 

At  long last , the wai t  i s over . T he 
album  30  w i l l  be released today,  
N ovem ber  19, and desp i te her  br ief  
absence in  the m usic industr y, f ans are 
th r i l led  to have her  back and see her  
creat ing m usic.

M ore recen t ly, Adele has com e out 
of  the shadows to release her  new 
single ?Easy on  M e? on  O ctober  15, 
wh ich  is the f i r st  song on  the album . 

M any Q O  studen ts have l i stened 
to the song al ready and hold  m ixed 
feel ings. Jun ior  Brennan  Sm i th  claim s 
the song is ?ver y Adele.? H e wen t 
f ur ther  to exp lain  that  ?ver y Adele? 

m ean t the song was ?sim p le, easy, and 
clean . She h i ts ever y note, and i t?s easy 
to study and l i sten  to.?

O ther  Q O  studen ts seem  to th ink 
other w ise. Al though  sen ior  Kat ie 
D unda th inks ?Easy O n  M e? ?isn?t her  
best song,? she bel ieves that "i t 's a good 
gateway to her  album .? Regard less, 
D unda is ?ver y exci ted  for  i t  [the 
album ]? and exclaim s she has ?h igh  
hopes.?

In  the m id-20 10 s, coun t less 
studen ts grew up  l i sten ing to Adele. 
Songs such  as ?Som eone L ike You? 
(20 11) and ?Rol l ing in  the D eep? (20 11), 
both  found in  the album  21, rem ain  
classic songs to sing to in  the car , 
shower, or  wherever  you are. Jun ior  
Gr ace O r istan?s f avor i te Adele songs 
are other  classics l i ke ?Al l  I  Ask? (20 15) 
and ?M ake You Feel  M y L ove? (20 18).

Sever al  Q O  studen ts share a 
special  bond to Adele's songs and thei r  
ch i ldhood. Jun ior  Chase Pan tezzi  i s 
eager  for  the album 's release, as Adele 
was one of  h is ?favor i te ar t i sts? when  
he was a ch i ld . Pan tezzi  exp lains that  
the exper ience of  relat ing Adele?s 
p rev ious songs to her  new album  feels 
?nostalgic.? 

Each  of  Adele?s album s are nam ed 
af ter  the age she was when  she wrote 
them . M ean ing, in  th is album , Adele 
was 30  when  she wrote these songs. 
N ever theless, age wasn?t the on ly  
f actor  in  sign i f i cance. Adele told  
Br i t i sh  Vogue ?when  I  was 30 , m y 
en t i r e l i fe fel l  apar t  and I  had no 
war n ing of  i t .?

N ot on ly  has Adele?s m usic 
connected w i th  peop le em ot ional ly, 
but  her  m usic also por tr ays real- l i fe 
str uggles that a vast  ar r ay of  aud ience 
m em ber s can  em path ize w i th . 
Accord ing to Adele, her  new album  
possesses a deeper, m ore sen t im en tal  
m ean ing regard ing her  d ivorce f rom  
Sim on  Koneck i  and her  relat ionsh ip  
w i th  her  9-year-old  son , Angelo. 
Alm ost th ree year s af ter  her  d ivorce in  
20 19, Adele now has the cour age to 
share her  side of  the stor y. Adele 
in for m s fans that th is new album  is a 
way to com m un icate w i th  Angelo 
about the str uggles in  thei r  f am i ly.

T herefore, f ans bel ieve the wai t  
for  another  album  release was 
wor thwh i le because wh i le Adele has 

found her sel f  as an  ar t i st , her  f ans are 
root ing for  her  and know her  jour ney 
to t r ue happ iness is just  as im por tan t 
to them  as i t  i s to her .

?Ru m ou r  H as I t? th at  Adele d r op s h er  n ew  
albu m  30  today
By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Staff Writer
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Af ter  alm ost two year s of  
quar an t ine and on l ine lear n ing, 
Q uince O rchard  has f inal ly  opened i ts 
door s not on ly  for  classes, but for  f al l  
spor ts as wel l , m ar k ing the retur n  of  
the school?s Red Ar m y Gener als. 

Known  for  thei r  im m ense school  
sp i r i t  and pain ted  f aces, thei r  p resence 
alone is a def in i t ion  for  school  sp i r i t . 
But for  the past few decades, i t  was 
typ ical  for  the gener als to be 
com posed of  p r im ar i ly  wh i te m ale 
studen ts. T h is changed dur ing the 
20 18-20 19 school  year . 

W i th  the ar r ival  of  Pr incipal  Beth  
T hom as back in  20 18, the t r ad i t ion  of  
?passing down? the helm ets was f inal ly  
broken . Al l  studen ts were now given  
the chance to pur sue the role by way 
of  app l icat ion . D esp i te these newly 
im p lem en ted oppor tun i t ies, for m er  
sen ior  Carol ine Gi l l igan  ?19 in i t ial ly  
had no in ten t ion  of  r unn ing for  
gener al , stat ing, ?T hey asked i f  I  
wan ted to be a gener al , [and] even  
though  I  said  I  d idn?t wan t to before, I  
though t to m ysel f , ?W hy not??? 

Before she even  obtained the 
posi t ion , Gi l l igan  received back lash , 
p r im ar i ly  f r om  her  m ale peer s. ?T here 

was a lot  of  talk sur round ing i t , l i ke, 
that  you m ust be extrem ely loud and 
on ly  m ales cou ld  be loud enough .? A 
gi r l  Gener al   was a foreign  concept to 
m any at  the t im e. Af ter  of f i cial ly  
being elected  as a gener al , Gi l l igan  
took on  the posi t ion  f u l ly.

Gi l l igan  also descr ibed the str ing 

of  th reats she had gotten  due to her  
tak ing upon  the posi t ion , say ing she 
was ?scared, of  cour se, but [happy] I  
had enough  con f idence and suppor t  
to ignore them  and do what was r igh t , 
because al l  I  wan ted to do was to cheer  
on  al l  the Cougar  team s and br ing the 
Q O  com m un i ty  together .? 

I t  d idn?t take long for  Gi l l igan  to 
p rove that you don?t have to be a boy 
in  order  to declare your  school  sp i r i t . 
L i ly  Stewar t  ?20  becam e the second 
ever  gi r l  Gener al ; un for tunately, her  
year  was cut shor t  due to extr aneous 
factor s.

Cur ren t sen ior  and Red Ar m y 
Gener al  Rachel  Swar tz cred i ts 
Carol ine Gi l l igan  for  insp i r ing her  to 
becom e a gener al , stat ing that she has 
?always been  a big suppor ter  of  school  
sp i r i t  and [though t] i t  would  be a f un  
exper ience.? 

T he d i f ference in  exper iences 
between  Gi l l igan  and Swar tz can  on ly  
be descr ibed as im m ense given  the 
m ere th ree year s separ at ing the two. 
?N obody cr i t i cized m e for  being a Red 
Ar m y Gener al , and I ?m  gr atefu l  for  the 
inclusiveness the m ale gener als have 

of fered .? Swar tz stated .  
Com m i t t ing to the posi t ion  of  

Gener al  i s a huge t im e consum er, 
tak ing hour s f r om  weekdays and 
weekends. D esp i te the back lash  and 
negat iv i ty, Gi l l igan  was st i l l  able to 
p rov ide her  suppor t  and be there as 

m uch  as hum an ly possible for  her  
school . ?I  was dancing 30 -40  hour s a 
week at  the t im e. T here wasn?t enough  
t im e in  the week to do ever y th ing I  
wan ted to, but  Jose and Car los, who 
were also Red Ar m y Gener als, helped 

m e fol low th rough  w i th  m y 
ideas by going to the other  
spor t ing even ts in  our  school  
that  I  cou ldn?t at tend.?

Even  af ter  COVID -19 
d isr up ted our  abi l i ty  to 
congregate at  our  f avor i te 
even ts, hav ing represen tat ives 
who tr u ly  care about thei r  
school  and al l  i ts peer s is v i tal . 
T h is im age is str i k ingly  
por tr ayed 
th rough  both  
Gi l l igan  and 
Swar tz, both  
per sever ing 
th rough  
hardsh ip  wh i le 
m ain tain ing the 
per sona 
needed. 

Ref lect ing 
back on  her  
f inal  year  at  
Q O , Gi l l igan  
adds, ?A Red 
Ar m y Gener al  
shou ld  t r y  to be 
a good, 

al l - around, 
up l i f t ing 
exam ple for  
ever yone in  the 
com m un i ty, not  
a m ean-sp i r i ted  
per son  who 

excluded those 
they d idn?t 
wan t. Q O  is a 
f un , d iver se 
p lace.?

Retu r n  of  th e Red  A r m y Gen er al s 
A look back on past and present female leaders

"Whoever gets the 
crowd excited for 
sports games should 
be able to be a Red 
Army general.?

-  Rachel Swartz 
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COURTESY OF RACHEL SWARTZ 

By M ADI LYN RUBERY
Editor- in-Chief

"I f the new album 
is a divorce 
album, it's a 
different kind of 
divorce album."
-Adele Adkins 
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I t 's our  f avor i te t im e of  the year, col lege app  season ! T he stress of  N aviance, col lege app l icat ions, 
dead l ines, ACTs, wr i t ing a un ique essay, and so m uch  m ore can  be ver y over whelm ing for  sen ior s. 

Being par t  of  the lar gest coun ty in  M ar y land can  be in t im idat ing for  som e, but the am oun t of  
usefu l  r esources our  schools have p rov ided w i l l  help  ease the stress of  the col lege p rocess. 

Accord ing to GoingIvy, som e exper ts recom m end look ing at  col leges star t ing around the 6th  
gr ade, but in  real i ty  the m ajor i ty  of  h igh  school  sen ior s st i l l  don?t know what they wan t to do or  
where they wan t to go. 

T h is should  be your  f i r st  step  in  the p rocess: what you p lan  on  study ing and where you would  
wan t to go. T h is w i l l  help  nar row down  your  choices. W ould  you wan t to stay close to hom e? About 
64% of  UM D  studen ts are state residen ts. D o you wan t to m ajor  in  Engl ish  or  ST EM ? Al l  of  these 
decisions can  have us studen ts feel ing i r r esolu te, but  a v i tal  tool  in  d iscover ing your  in terests i s 
N aviance.

 N aviance is a col lege and career  read iness p rogr am  that counselor s, staf f  m em ber s, and studen ts 
use here at  Q uince O rchard . N aviance includes un ique tools such  as ?col lege com pare,? ?acceptance 
h istor y,? ?super m atch  col lege search ,? and a p rogr am  of  scatter p lots to see where you fal l  w i th in  
acceptance of  speci f i c col leges based on  your  stats. Using these resources can  give you a m ore 
real ist i c idea of  your  safety, tar get and reach  schools. 

O nce you iden t i f y  those, i t 's t im e to app ly ! O ver  90 0  col lege inst i tu t ions request thei r  studen ts 
subm i t  thei r  app l icat ions on  Com m onApp and over  5.6 m i l l ion  studen ts have done so in  the past 5 
year s.  

Syncing basic in for m at ion  about you, your  f am i ly, your  gr ades, etc. i s sim p le; the stress com es 
w i th  the Com m onApp and supp lem en tal  essays som e col leges ask for . Speak ing w i th  a col lege 
counselor , a teacher, counselor  or  paren t can  aid  you in  your  wr i t ing p rocess. I t  i s essen t ial  you 
m ake your  wr i t ing about you and your  con tr ibut ions; what does the rest  of  your  app l icat ion  not tel l  
the adm issions counselor  that  your  essay w i l l? 

Another  aspect of  your  app l icat ion  is your  test  scores. N ow that m any col leges are test-op t ional , 
som e stress has been  al lev iated  f rom  anxious studen ts. W h i le, i f  your  scores are p rof icien t  enough , 
they can  m ake your  app l icat ion  m ore com pet i t ive, i f  you aren 't  con f iden t in  your  score, don?t feel  
the p ressure to subm i t  them . Plus, ever y school  i s d i f feren t. I f  you get a 28 on  the ACT  and the 
aver age at  Towson  is 20 -25, you should  subm i t  your  scores. H owever, i f  you?re look ing at  UN C and 
the aver age is a 33, your  scores w i l l  not  boost your  app l icat ion . T h is i s not som eth ing to be 
d iscour aged by, as standard ized test ing is becom ing less and less relevan t as a represen tat ive 
m easure of  a studen t 's in tel l igence.

 W i th  lots of  app l icat ion  dead l ines stead i ly  rol l ing by, here are som e def in i t ions of  the types of  
app l icat ion  dead l ines. 

Ear ly  decision  is a bind ing agreem en t, m ean ing you can  app ly  to on ly  one school  under  th is 
adm ission  p lan ; app l ican ts who go ear ly  decision  know for  cer tain  that  th is i s thei r  top  choice 
because you m ust en rol l  i f  you are accepted. M ost of  these dead l ines tend to be m uch  ear l ier  in  the 
year. 

Ear ly  act ion  is d i f feren t f r om  ear ly  decision  in  the sense that ear ly  act ion  is non -bind ing; i t  al lows 
studen ts to gain  adm ission  to one or  m ore schools ear l ier  than  regu lar  decision  app l ican ts. 

L ast ly, r egu lar  decision  app l ican ts (the m ost com m on  am ong studen ts), would  receive an  
adm issions decision  no later  than  Apr i l , w i th  un t i l  M ay 1 to m ake a decision . 

Al though  the col lege p rocess can  be tax ing on  studen ts' m en tal  heal th , there are approx im ately  4 
m i l l ion  other  studen ts going th rough  the sam e th ing. Reach  out to your  counselor  for  help !

Get Accepted, N ot  Rejected
Tips and tools on how to navigate the college process
 
By REESE OWENS
Staff Writer



L ast W ednesday, studen ts and 
facu l ty  al i ke m ade thei r  way outside 
dur ing lunch  to greet a welcom e 
d istr act ion  f rom  the end-of -quar ter  
cr aziness that had accom pan ied the 
week before: ther apy dogs. D ogs of  al l  
shapes and sizes gathered around the 
f ron t of  school , eager ly  awai t ing 
studen ts. 

T he dogs ar r ived cour tesy of  
Cougar  M inds M atter  (CM M ). CM M  is 
Q O ?s chapter  of  O ur  M inds M atter  
(O M M ), a non -prof i t  that  p rom otes 
m en tal  heal th  awareness and teenage 
su icide p reven t ion . O M M  is p r im ar i ly  
based in  the D C m etro area and 
par tner s w i th  M CPS as wel l  as FCPS 
to em phasize the im por tance of  
studen t m en tal  heal th . Al though  the 
m ajor i ty  of  O M M  chapter s are 
located in  the D M V, there are 97 
chapter s al l  over  the coun tr y. 

T he p r im ar y m ission  of  CM M  is 
to end the st igm a sur round ing 
m en tal  heal th . ?T he st igm a is a 
bar r ier  for  why peop le don?t get 
suppor t? I f  they were gett ing that 
suppor t , they cou ld  feel  bet ter  

qu icker  r ather  than  si t t ing there 
and suf fer ing in  si lence,? school  
psychologist  and CM M  co-sponsor  
Jeanne M cCor m ack said .

CM M  is a relat ively  new 
add i t ion  to Q O ?s l i st  of  studen t 
or gan izat ions. I n  20 19, M CPS 
star ted  par tner ing w i th  O M M  and 

p i loted  the p rogr am  at Q O  due to 

Q O ?s p rev ious success w i th  a m en tal  
heal th  awareness club. T h is m ade 
CM M  the f i r st  O M M  chapter  located  
in  M CPS. Even  though  the chapter  i s 
on ly  two year s old , CM M  has a strong 
p resence at  Q O  and was featured on  
Great D ay W ash ington  ear l ier  th is 
year . 

Jun ior  Chase Pan tezzi , CM M ?s 
presiden t, jo ined the chapter  at  i ts 
found ing. ?[M y f r iend] and I  wen t to 
the f i r st  Cougar  M inds M atter  
m eet ing and...I  r eal ly  l i ked  the 
env i ronm en t,? Pan tezzi  said . ?At f i r st , I  
wasn?t sure about i t , so I  can  
under stand why peop le would  be 
apprehensive? [but]  once I  star ted  
going to m ore and m ore m eet ings, I  
r eal ly  real i zed how m uch  i t  was 
help ing m e and other  peop le.?. 

D esp i te the chap ter  on ly  being a 
year  old  at  the star t  of  the 20 20  
school  year , CM M  easi ly  t r ansi t ioned 
to a v i r tual  for m at. T he chapter  held  
Z oom  m eet ings ever y other  week 
wh i le school  was on l ine. 

Jun ior  Ar abel la Parel lo, one of  

CM M ?s v ice-p residen ts, 
exp lained that the on l ine 
m eet ings al lowed m any 
studen ts to feel  m ore 
com for table talk ing about 
thei r  m en tal  heal th . ?I t  was 
def in i tely  easier ...as a m em ber  
to share your  feel ings over  
Z oom ,? Parel lo said . 

So, what do m eet ings look 
l i ke now that school  i s back in  
per son? T hey begin  w i th  an  
open ing connect ion  act iv i ty, 
wh ich  is ?l i ke a m en tal  heal th  
war m up,? accord ing to 
Pan tezzi . Chapter  of f i cer s 
then  p resen t a sl ideshow 
related  to the m eet ing?s top ic 
and lead a studen t d iscussion . 
Past m eet ing top ics have 
included cop ing sk i l ls, ways to 
p r act ice sel f - care, and 
m ain tain ing heal thy body 
im age. 

 Al though  CM M  m eet ings 
of ten  involve studen ts being 
vu lner able about thei r  m en tal  

heal th , the chap ter  wan ts 

p rospect ive m em ber s to 
under stand that they are not 
equ ipped to hand le ser ious 
m en tal  heal th  i ssues or  cr ises. 
Studen ts deal ing w i th  m ore 
com plex m en tal  heal th  
str uggles should  consu l t  t r usted  
adu l ts. 

?I t?s great to have a social  networ k 
l i ke your  f r iends and talk ing to them  
about how you?re feel ing, but also 
iden t i f y ing adu l ts who you can  talk 
to. And m aybe i t?s a teacher, or  

m aybe i t?s a paren t...or  a coach , or  
your  counselor , or  rel igious leader,? 
M cCor m ack said . 

Studen ts in terested  in  jo in ing 
CM M  should  fol low CM M  on  
I nstagr am  (@cougar.m inds.m atter ) 

and text  @cougar m m 22 to 810 10  to 
jo in  the Rem ind. 
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A n  i n si de l ook  at  Cou gar  M in ds 
M atter
By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Senior Staff Writer

Freshman Delaney Parker (left) and senior Rachel 
Swartz  seeing the therapy dogs at lunch. 

"Once I  started going to 
more and more 
meetings, I  really 
realized how much it 
was helping me and 
other people."
-  Chase Pantezzi

T he studen ts al l  around 
M on tgom er y Coun ty com e f rom  al l  
cor ner s of  the wor ld , m ak ing i t  one of  
the m ost d iver se coun t ies in  the state. 
A coun ty w i th  such  d iver si ty  needs a 
safe space for  these studen ts because 
even  though  there is a lot  of  d iver si ty  
in  M on tgom er y Coun ty. T h is i s where 
the M inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  com es 
in , m ean t to be a safe p lace for  
studen ts of  color  to share thei r  t r ue 
feel ings about thei r  exper iences on  a 
dai ly  basis. 

T he M inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  
was founded at  W alter  Johnson  H igh  
School  in  M on tgom er y Coun ty, 
M ar y land in  order  to address the lack 
of  m inor i ty  represen tat ion  in  
chal lenging classes. 

H owever, the M inor i ty  Scholar s 
Progr am  has tr ansfor m ed i tsel f  in to 
so m uch  m ore than  that over  the 
t im espan  i t  has been  around. T he 
M inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  (also 
known  as M SP) has br anched out to 
over  22 h igh  schools and 25 m idd le 
schools, wh ich  is p rofound growth  
f rom  i ts 20 0 5 star t ing poin t . 

H owever, I  have not chosen  to talk 
about the broad aspect of  M SP, but 
r ather  hone in  on  i ts local  br anch , 
here at  Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

I  had the p leasure of  in ter v iew ing 
the Presiden t of  the M inor i ty  Scholar s 
Progr am , Sen ior  Am ina Cedeno, to 
see what she env isions M SP to be. 

?I  wan t M SP to not on ly  be a safe 
space for  studen ts of  color  at  Q uince 
O rchard , but also a d ist inct ive, 
r eputable p rogr am  that i s here to 

up l i f t  our  com m un i ty, '' Cedeno 
passionately  said . 

I t  i s clear  to see that the M inor i ty  
Scholar s Progr am  welcom es al l  to jo in  
to create a stronger  com m un i ty  
focused on  bu i ld ing up  one another . 
I nclusiv i ty  seem s to be a m ajor  talk ing 
poin t  when  i t  com es to the M inor i ty  
Scholar s Progr am . 

Som e m ay th ink i t  i s exclusive to 
m inor i t ies on ly ; however, accord ing 
to the words of  Q O ?s chapter  
p residen t, the M inor i ty  Scholar s 
Progr am  is m ade to bu i ld  up  the 
en t i r e com m un i ty, not  just  cer tain  
sect ions.

Another  m essage M SP rei ter ates is 
equal i ty  and the necessi ty  for  al l  
studen ts to star t  of f  on  equal  ground. 
T he educat ion  system  over  
gener at ions has been  known  to hold  
back and oppress studen ts of  color ; 
however, over  recen t t im es M SP has 
focused on  rever sing th is h istor ical  
oppression . 

T he or iginal  pur pose of  the 
M inor i ty  Scholar s p rogr am  was to get 
m ore studen ts of  color  in to m ore 
advanced classes, thus creat ing new 
oppor tun i t ies. O ppor tun i ty  has never  
been  an  idea th r ust  upon  m inor i ty  
com m un i t ies, but  Cedeno w ishes to 
change th is gener al i zat ion  for  Q uince 
O rchard  studen ts. 

?W e are seeing m ore and m ore 
studen ts of  color  chal lenging 
them selves in  advanced classes, not 
let t ing thei r  socio-econom ic status 
def ine thei r  abi l i t ies, and a var iety  of  
other  accom pl ishm en ts,? she said .

T here are clear  im p l icat ions that 
the M Inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  has 
aided in  m inor i ty  studen ts tak ing AP 

cour ses show ing how M inor i ty  
Scholar s have possibly  con tr ibuted  to 
the m indsets of  these young m en  and 
wom en . 

O ver al l , studen ts of  color  have 
used the M inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  
as a sel f -esteem  boost to go do 
whatever  they set thei r  m inds to, 
whether  i t  be t r y ing out for  a spor ts 
team  or  succeed ing in  a chal lenging 
cour se.

I t  has also p roved to be a p lace 
where m inor i ty  studen ts can  express 
thei r  though ts on  the cur ren t 
educat ion  system  wh i le hold ing 
m ean ingfu l  d iscussion  on  how to 
im prove i t  to m atch  the needs of  
studen ts of  color . H owever  the m ost 
im por tan t par t  of  M SP is how i t  has 
becom e a hom e for  ever ybody and i t  
i s con t inuously  grow ing as days go by. 

CAROLINE AXLEY

M in or i ty  Sch olar s Pr ogr am  l i f ts PO C stu den t  voi ces 

By SAM  SM I T H
 Staff Writer

COURTESY OF @MSPSCHOLARS
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T r an sp h ob ia on  B r oadw ay i s a 
Jagged  L i t t l e Pi l l  to  sw al l ow

Jagged Little Pill i s a jukebox 
m usical  w i th  al l  of  the m usic by Alan is 
M or issette, insp i red  by her  1995 
album  of  the sam e nam e. T he 
m usical , cover ing a vast  num ber  of  
i ssues f rom  op ioid  add ict ion  and 
tr aum a to r acial  iden t i ty, i s v iewed by 
the N ew Yor k T im es as ?the m ost 
woke m usical  since H air.? 

?I?m  proud of  the ?woke? 
designat ion ,?? said  the wr i ter  of  the 
show, D iablo Cody. ?I  would  r ather  
have that than  ?the m ost tone-deaf , 
stu f f y  m usical .? W hen  peop le say, 
?W ow, there are a lot  of  i ssues in  the 
show,? I  say, ?T hank you. Yes, there are. 
T here are also a lot  of  i ssues in  our  
l i ves.'" 

St i l l , the m usical  m igh t not be as 
?woke? as peop le perceive. 

W hen  Jagged Little Pill was 
announced for  an  of f -Broadway r un , i t  
r eceived a f lood of  posi t ive rem ar ks 
f rom  fans of  both  Broadway and 
Alan is M or issette. T he in i t ial  social  
m ed ia post was fu l l  of  f ans cal l ing i t  a 
?m ust-see? and reveal ing thei r  
exci tem en t. O ne rev iew by the New 
York Stage Review even  cal led  i t  ?Next to 
Normal m eets American Idiot.?

T he show opened at  the L oeb 
D r am a Cen ter  w i th in  the Am er ican  
Resp i r ator y T heater  in  Cam br idge, 
M assachusetts, and r an  f rom  M ay to 
Ju ly  20 18, before com ing to Broadway 

in  Januar y 20 19. Actress L auren  Patten  
or iginated  the role of  Jo Tay lor  in  
Cam br idge, and is st i l l  cur ren t ly  
p lay ing the role on  Broadway. 
O r iginal ly, in  the Cam br idge r un  of  
the show, Jo was a non -binar y 
char acter , wh ich  was lar gely  
celebr ated  by aud iences. T h is 
changed, though , when  the show cam e 
to Broadway, and references to the 
char acter  being non -binar y van ished. 

Patten , a cisgender  actress, sh i f ted  
f rom  refer r ing to Jo on  social  m ed ia 
w i th  ?they / them ? pronouns to 
?she/ her ? p ronouns, and when  
d iscussing the show, the p roducer s 
insisted  that the char acter  had never  
been  wr i t ten  or  developed to be 
non -binar y in  the f i r st  p lace.

T he show was m oved to 
Broadway, in i t ial ly  slated  to open  
dur ing late spr ing of  20 20 . T hen , on  
M arch  12, 20 20 , the l igh ts of  Jagged 
Little Pill and Broadway were shut 
down  indef in i tely  due to the 
pandem ic. 

T he pandem ic brough t an  
increased social  awareness of  in just ice 
to m any, includ ing Broadway. O n  
Apr i l  22, 20 21, hundreds of  peop le 
gathered in  N ew Yor k Ci ty  for  a m arch  
on  Broadway, dem and ing greater  
industr y  inclusion  and d iver si ty. M any 
shows were cr i t i cized for  thei r  
p roblem at ic elem en ts, and Jagged 
Little Pill was no excep t ion .

About a week p r ior  to the m arch  
on  Broadway, the showr unner s of  
Jagged Little Pill i ssued the f i r st  

statem en t regard ing the status of  Jo?s 
char acter  and her  or igins as 
non -binar y. T he statem en t was posted  
on  the show 's I nstagr am  and ci ted  a 
podcast about responsible stor y tel l ing 
in  theatre. Jagged Little Pill encour aged 
v iewer s to watch  thei r  ?d iscussion  
about the in tr i cate wor k ings of  the 
creat ive p rocess of  wor k ing w i th  
exper ts to br ing Jo?s gender  expression  
jour ney to the stage.? 

H owever, the m ost notable par t  of  
the statem en t read: ?Jo wasn?t wr i t ten  
as non -binar y.? T h is caused outr age 
am ong fans as they accused the show 
of  gasl igh t ing and blow ing sm oke. 

I n  the fol low ing Septem ber, the 
show released a second statem en t. T he 
statem en t says that instead of  deny ing 
the f act  that  Jo was wr i t ten  to be 
non -binar y, they should  have focused 
on  ?an  open  d iscussion  about nuance 
and gender  spectr um .? T he statem en t 
closed w i th  a l i st  of  act ions to rem edy 
thei r  i ssues includ ing h i r ing a new 
team  wh ich  included m ore tr ans 
peop le, focusing on  h i r ing t r ans 
actor s, t r ain ing sessions on  
tr ansphobia, and par tner sh ips w i th  
the Trevor  Project  and Tr ans L i fel ine.

Back in  O ctober  20 20 , the Tony 
Awards announced thei r  nom inat ions. 
Patten  was nom inated along w i th  two 
of  her  fel low cast m em ber s. At  the 
t im e, there was l i t t le debate about 
whether  or  not she deser ved of  the 
nom inat ion , since the issues about 
t r ans and non -binar y represen tat ion  
had not yet  com e to the publ ic's 

at ten t ion . And the Tony Awards 
cerem ony con t inued to be delayed as 
the cloud of  COVID  uncer tain ty  hung 
over  the theatre industr y. 

I n  late August, the Tony Awards 
were announced for  Septem ber  26, 
20 21. By then , the issue of  Jo?s gender  
had com e to l igh t , and as the days led  
up  to the Tony Awards, con f l i ct  
sur round ing Patten?s nom inat ion  on ly  
grew, w i th  som e specu lat ing that they 
had er ased Jo?s non -binar y iden t i ty  so 
that the role would  be el igible for  one 
of  the awards based on  binar y gender  
categor ies. 

Patten  ended up  w inn ing her  
award . D ur ing her  accep tance speech , 
Patten , thanked her  ?tr ans and 
non -binar y f r iends and col leagues.? 
H owever, m any considered her  speech  
to be per for m at ive or  a publ ici ty  stun t 
to m ake the show look better .

Fol low ing the Tony Awards, m any 
loyal  f ans w i thdrew thei r  suppor t  
f r om  the show, the second statem en t 
and Patten?s accep tance speech  
ser v ing as the last  str aw. 

W h i le Patten  st i l l  holds her  role 
on  Broadway, Jagged Little Pill has 
announced an  actor  that  uses 
they / them  pronouns for  the role of  Jo 
in  the upcom ing Austr al ia p roduct ion . 

W hether  or  not Jagged Little Pill i s 
sincere about im p lem en t ing the 
changes they com m i t ted  to rem ains to 
be seen . St i l l , f ans of  Broadway and 
Jagged Little Pill rem ain  hopefu l  that  
the show w i l l  choose to fol low th rough  
and take a step  in  the r igh t  d i rect ion .

By H AYLEY ASAI  &  H AI LEY BAKER
Staff Writers

?But real  ev i l  has to be deal t  w i th , 
and you don?t do that by let t ing i t  l i ve 
to take good peop le down ,? a though t 
that  Joe Goldber g constan t ly  used to 
just i f y  h is ter r ib le act ions. 

T he th i r d  season  of  the popular  
Am er ican  th r i l ler  ser ies, You, takes 
p lace in  a m ade-up  subur ban  ci ty  
cal led  M adre L inda in  Cal i for n ia. W e 
see how m ain  char acter s, Joe Goldber g 
and L ove Q uinn -Goldber g, str uggle as 
f i r st- t im e paren ts w i th  thei r  newbor n  
son  H enr y. 

Towards the m idd le of  the f i r st  
ep isode, Joe star ts to create a 
relat ionsh ip  w i th  h is neighbor  and 
ci ty  real tor , N atal ie Engler , and ends 
up  k issing her . L ove, Joe?s w i fe, f inds 
out about thei r  r elat ionsh ip  and 
m urder s N atal ie in  the basem en t of  
the baker y N atal ie had just  sold  to her . 

T h roughout the f i r st  f i ve ep isodes, 
the coup le str uggle to h ide N atal ie?s 
m urder  and the other  cr im es L ove 
com m i ts im pulsively. Joe star ts a new 
job  at  the local  l ibr ar y and star ts to 
obsess over  h is boss, M ar ienne 
Bel lam y. As Joe begins to f al l  m ore in  
love w i th  M ar ienne and sees L ove?s 

tr ue nature, he begins to f al l  out  of  

love w i th  L ove. 
As always, Joe shows h is love for  

h is new obsession  by hur t ing, 
som et im es m urder ing, those he f inds 
unnecessar y in  M ar ienne?s l i fe. At  the 
end of  the season , L ove lures 
M ar ienne in , p repar ing to m urder  her , 
when  M ar ienne?s daugh ter  
un in ten t ional ly  saves her  m other . T he 
last  coup le m inutes end w i th  m any 
sur pr ises, as the coup le use 
thei r  tact ics to end each  
other . 

Af ter  watch ing al l  
th ree seasons, I  would  
def in i tely  say that season  
th ree was the best. I  r eal ly  
en joyed watch ing the 
f lashbacks and 
under stand ing how and 
why Joe was constan t ly  

t r y ing to save the wom en  
in  h is l i fe. I n  the past two 
seasons, I  saw a coup le 
f lashbacks and found out 
that  h is m other  was in  an  
abusive relat ionsh ip . I n  th is season , i t  
was revealed  that Joe had been  
abandoned by h is m other , causing m e 

to sym path ize w i th  h im  and 
under stand where h is er r at ic 
behavior s were com ing f rom . 

H is lovely  w i fe, L ove, had th is 
redem ption  arc in  the second season  
where i t  was shown  how she had a 

tox ic relat ionsh ip  w i th  her  paren ts 
and was forced to be a m other  to her  
now-deceased tw in  brother , For ty  
Q uinn . D ue to th is, i t  was real ly  
apparen t that  al l  she wan ted was to 
have a f am i ly  she never  had in  the 
f i r st  p lace. I r on ical ly, she d idn?t stay 
t r ue to her  vows, as she was also 
cheat ing on  her  husband w i th  the boy 
next door. 

I  w i l l  say, I  found L ove 
to be extrem ely 
i r r i tat ing and found i t  
ver y d i f f i cu l t  to suppor t  
her  num erous k i l l i ngs. 
T he wr i ter s d id  an  
excel len t  job by 
incor por at ing obnoxious 
and fake social  m ed ia 
in f luencer s as wel l . W e 
were in troduced to 

char acter s such  as 
Sher r y  Conway, her  
husband Car y Conway, 
and the peop le in  thei r  
f r iend group . I n  

add i t ion , the show included top ics 
such  as an t i -vaccinat ion  and l iv ing in  
the wor ld  post COVID -19. 

W h i le I  don?t have m any negat ive 
com m en ts, I  w i l l  say I  am  a l i t t le 
wor r ied  for  the next season . T he 
nar r at ive where Joe fal ls in  love w i th  
som e wom an  and does any th ing for  
her  i s star t ing to becom e a l i t t le 

repet i t i ve. I  w i l l  give cred i t  to the 
wr i ter s and say I  am  glad  they had the 
coup le get m ar r ied  and have thei r  
ch i ld . Before the season  cam e out, 
m any were exci ted  and quest ion ing 
how the ch i ld  would  be incor por ated  
in to the show. 

I  also desp ised L ove?s m other, 
D ott ie Q uinn . She was recen t ly  
d ivorced f rom  L ove?s father  and st i l l  
m our n ing her  son?s death . Righ t in  the 
f i r st  coup le m inutes in  the f i r st  
ep isode, she is cal l ing her  daugh ter ?s 
son  ?For ty.? I  fel t  l i ke her  stor y  was 
real ly  unnecessar y and brough t 
noth ing to the show. Al l  I  saw was a 
d ivorcee tr y ing to f i l l  a void  by using 
her  gr andson  to create the sam e wei rd  
relat ionsh ip  she had w i th  her  son . 
W h i le she d id  expose her  daugh ter ?s 
in ten t ions to Joe, i t  al l  cou ld?ve been  

done over  the phone. D ott ie Q uinn  
was not necessar y in  seven  out of  ten  
ep isodes. 

O ver al l , I  give th is show a 8/ 10 . I  
r eal ly  loved the aesthet ics. T he decor  
and al l  the sm al l  detai ls put in to the 
houses real ly  m ade i t  hom ey. I  
en joyed the f ash ion  as wel l . L ove?s and 

M ar ienne?s outf i ts were m y favor i te as 
they real ly  represen ted the char acter s 
and thei r  per sonal i t ies. 
I f  you would  l i ke to watch  season  
th ree of  You, i t  i s on ly  avai lable on  
N etf l i x .

Sh ou ld  you  w atch  You?

By GRACE GNAM OA
Staff Writer

REVIEW

I f you like suburban parents pretending to be righteous, 
then this show is for you! (spoilers)
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For  an  N FL  team  w i th  53 act ive 
roster  p layer s, 16 p r act ice squad 
p layer s, and 19 coaches, you?d expect 
som e sm al l  footbal l - r elated  scandals 
to pop  up  th roughout a season . But no 
one cou ld  expect what the L as Vegas 
Raider s have had to deal  w i th  over  the 
past m on th .

I t  al l  star ted  last  m on th , on  
O ctober  8 at  8:0 9 pm , when  Andrew 
Beaton , a wr i ter  for  the W al l  Street 
Jour nal , publ ished an  ar t i cle t i t led  
?Jon  Gr uden  Used Racial  T rope to 
D escr ibe N FL PA Ch ief  D eM aur ice 
Sm i th  in  20 11 Em ai l .? T h is ar t i cle led  
to an  N FL  statem en t say ing the em ai l  
was ?appal l ing, abhor ren t, and whol ly  
con tr ar y  to the N FL?s values.?

T h is in i t ial  em ai l , though , was just  
the star t . W h i le i t  d id  lead to m inor  
outr age and som e cal ls for  Gr uden  to 
resign , there wasn?t enough  to cause 
change. So Gr uden  led  h is team  in to 
Sunday, where the Raider s would  p lay 
and lose to the Ch icago Bear s, one of  
the wor st  team s in  the league. 

Af ter  the loss, Gr uden  issued a 
statem en t: "Al l  I  can  say is that  I 'm  not 
a r acist ," Gr uden  said . ?I  apologize for  
the insensi t ive rem ar ks. I  had no r acial  
in ten t ions w i th  those rem ar ks at  al l?  

I 'm  not l i ke that  at  al l . I  apologize but I  
don 't  wan t to keep  addressing i t ."

 Gr uden  had no choice the next 
day, however, af ter  a N ew Yor k T im es 
ar t i cle was released wh ich  included 
m ore em ai ls of  Gr uden  using 
m isogyn ist i c, hom ophobic and r acist  
language. T hese em ai ls, sen t over  
sever al  year s to Br uce Al len , the 
for m er  team  presiden t of  the 
then -W ash ington  Redsk ins, lef t  no 
other  op t ion  for  Gr uden  than  to 
address the m ed ia w i th  a statem en t of  
r esignat ion .

 T he Jon  Gr uden  em ai ls shocked 
the N FL  wor ld  as Gr uden  becam e just  
the f i f th  N FL  coach  to resign  
m id-season , leav ing Special  Team s 
Coord inator  Rich  Bisaccia in  char ge. 
Bisaccia, an  N FL  veter an  in  h is 20 th  
year  of  coach ing, would  have to heal  a 
f r actured locker  room  wh i le ad just ing 
to becom ing a head coach  for  the f i r st  
t im e in  h is l i fe.

Raider s f ans hoped that w i th  
Gr uden  gone and rep laced by 
Bisaccia?   a m an  known  for  h is 
relat ionsh ips w i th  p layer s as in ter im  
head coach?   the team  could  focus on  
footbal l  and poten t ial ly  f igh t  for  a 
p layof f  ber th  in  one of  the best 
d iv isions in  the league. But the 
Gr uden  stor y was just  the star t .

 A few weeks later , af ter  two w ins 

in  Basaccia?s f i r st  two gam es, news 
star ted  to break that the team ?s star  
receiver  and 20 20  f i r st- round p ick 
H en r y Ruggs was involved in  a ser ious 
car  acciden t. Ruggs, wh i le d r iv ing h is 
green  20 20  Chevrolet  Cor vette at  3:39 
AM , str uck another  car  at  156 M PH  
and k i l led  a 23-year-old  wom an , T ina 
O . T in ter , and her  dog. 

Ruggs was dr iv ing w i th  a 
blood-alcohol  level  of  0 .161%, tw ice 
the legal  l im i t  in  the state of  N evada. 
L as Vegas Just ice of  the Peace Joe M . 
Bonaven ture m en t ioned in  h is in i t ial  
r ev iew that he had never  heard  of  a 
cr ash  w i th  a veh icle t r avel ing th is f ast  
in  h is 16 year s on  the bench . 

 T h is t r agedy resu l ted  in  the 
Raider s releasing Ruggs later  that  
n igh t. T he N FL  Player s Associat ion  
has con tr acted  w i th  r ideshare ser v ices 
since 20 13 to p reven t t r aged ies l i ke 
th is. Yet Ruggs decided to d r ive, a 
decision  that ended h is career . 

So, in  the span  of  less than  a 
m on th , the Raider s had lost  thei r  head 
coach  and num ber  one receiver . T hat 
had to be al l , r igh t? Sad ly, i t  wasn?t.

O ver  the weekend of  N ovem ber  
6-7, the team ?s other  20 20  f i r st- round 
p ick , Cor ner back D am on  Ar nette, was 
the subject  of  a leaked v ideo in  wh ich  
he br and ished a gun  and th reatened 
to k i l l  som eone. Ar nette was then  

released f rom  the team  the fol low ing 
M onday. 

Raider s Gener al  M anager  M ike 
M ayock com m en ted on  the Ar nette 
si tuat ion : ?W e spen t sign i f i can t t im e, 
ef for t  and resources tr y ing to help  
h im  in  al l  aspects of  h is l i fe?  W e 
cannot stand for  the v ideo of  D am on  
w i th  a gun , th reaten ing to take a l i fe.?  
W i th  al l  of  th is ?  the loss of  a H ead 
Coach , num ber  one receiver , then  one 
of  the team ?s h ighest poten t ial  
cor ner backs ?  the Raider s have 
som ehow con t inued to w in . T he team  
si ts at  5-4, w i th  a t r ue chance to m ake 
the p layof f s or  even  w in  thei r  d iv ison .

T h e L as Vegas Raider s
Where everything has gone wrong yet the team is still winning
By ADAM  GOT KI N
Editor- in-Chief

"T h ings happen  
in  y?al l?s l i ves, 
and y?al l  st i l l  
p rofessional  and 
do a great job. 
Sam e th ing w i th  
us. W e can?t let  
that  af fect  us, no 
m atter  what i t  i s."
-  H unter Renfrow

Brother s Ryan  and Br yce Bar nes 
hadn?t even  en tered k inder gar ten  
when  they stepped on to the footbal l  
f ield  for  the f i r st  t im e. N ow, the 
Bar nes brother s are both  footbal l  
phenom s. 

Ryan , a 20 21 Q O  gr aduate, i s a 
col lege f reshm an , p lay ing D iv ision -1 
footbal l  at  the Un iver si ty  of  N otre 
D am e. Br yce, who?s just  15 m on ths 
younger  than  Ryan , i s a sen ior  at  Q O , 
and a star  defensive back for  th is 
year ?s Q uince O rchard  footbal l  team , 
w i th  m ul t ip le of fer s to p lay D iv ision -1 
footbal l  h im sel f . 

Al though  Br yce is sl igh t ly  younger  
than  Ryan , he would  usual ly  p lay up  
in  age on  Ryan?s team s when  they 
were younger. W i th  Ryan  and Br yce 
on  the f ield , the rest  of  the f am i ly  also 
found a way to becom e involved in  
gam es. T hei r  f ather , D enn is, and older  
brother , Ch r istopher, would  help  
coach  thei r  team s. T hei r  m om , 
Kr ist in , would  take p ictures on  the 
sidel ines, w i th  thei r  younger  sister  
Jalynn  (now a f reshm an  vol leybal l  
p layer  for  Q O ) also encour aging them  
f rom  the sidel ines as a 
m in i - cheer leader. 

L ook ing back, Kr ist in  cher ishes 
the close bonds the f am i ly  developed 
th rough  footbal l . 

?To watch  your  k ids have 
relat ionsh ips w i th  each  other  and 
create m em or ies w i th in  them selves,? 
she said . ?T hat 's p ret ty  special .? 

D enn is m ade h igh l igh t  tapes of  
som e of  the best p lays f rom  Ryan  and 
Br yce?s ear ly  footbal l  year s, p rov id ing 

p r iceless m em or ies for  the two of  
them .

?Ever y year, there would  be one 
p lay where we both  were in  on  the 
sam e tack le,? Ryan  rem em ber s. ?I t  was 
just  us two, and we?d always cal led  i t  
the ?Bar nes Bros Cr unch ,? wh ich  I  

always though t was funny.?
Play ing together  as k ids, heal thy 

com pet i t ion  becam e a huge key to the 
success of  the Bar nes brother s. 
O utper for m ing each  other  would  
always be an  incen t ive to im prove 
thei r  gam e. 

?I  would  always wan t to be l i f t ing 
m ore weigh ts than  h im  or  doing 
better  on  the f ield ,? Br yce said . ?I t  was 
always l i ke a good m ot ivat ion  and 
com pet i t ion  th ing.?

T hrough  the year s, a constan t for  
Ryan  and Br yce has been  the love and 
suppor t  f r om  thei r  paren ts.

?T hey both  suppor t  us no m atter  
what, i t  r eal ly  doesn 't  m atter  what 
we're doing,? Ryan  said , ?whether  
that 's th rough  school , extr acur r icu lar  
act iv i t ies, spor ts, lear n ing how to do 
new th ings, they 're always there to 
suppor t  us.?

As footbal l  becam e a p r ior i ty  in  
thei r  l i ves, D enn is and Kr ist in  always 
wan ted to ensure that thei r  k ids were 
grounded. 

?Footbal l  i s what you do,? she told  
them . ?I t 's not  who you are.?

T he Bar nes paren ts have also 
helped both  Ryan  and Br yce nav igate 

the in tr i cacies of  the col lege recr u i t ing 
p rocess. By the end of  h is jun ior  year  
of  h igh  school , and w i th in  a span  of  
f ive m on ths, Ryan  had received m ore 
than  th i r ty  D -1 of fer s, u l t im ately  
com m i t t ing to p lay at  N otre D am e.

N ow, Br yce is going th rough  that 
sam e col lege recr u i t ing p rocess. St i l l  
uncom m i t ted , Br yce has been  
receiv ing suppor t  and adv ice f rom  h is 
brother . Ryan  has em phasized to 
Br yce the im por tance of  hav ing f u l l  
conver sat ions w i th  col lege coaches 
and recr u i ter s, as they end up  vast ly  
im pact ing the l i fe of  each  p layer  that  
en ter s thei r  p rogr am . T he en t i r e 
f am i ly  feels a great sense of  gr at i tude 
and exci tem en t about the p rocess for  
both  Ryan  and Br yce.

?T h is whole p rocess honest ly  has 
been  ver y sur real  for  us,? Kr ist in  said . 
?I t 's l i ke, how d id  th is even  happen??

W i th  Ryan  leav ing Gai ther sbur g 
for  South  Bend in  Febr uar y of  20 21 
for  ear ly  en rol lm en t, and l iv ing on  h is 
own  for  the f i r st  t im e, the en t i r e 

f am i ly  ?m iss[es] h im  l i ke cr azy,? as 
Kr ist in  put i t . T he brother s had shared 
a room  thei r  en t i r e l i ves, and were 
always together  when  they were 
younger, so when  Ryan  lef t  for  
col lege, both  brother s had to m ake 
ad justm en ts, lear n ing to oper ate m ore 
independen t ly  when  i t  com es to 

footbal l . 
?H e's always been  there and we've 

always been  around each  other ,? Br yce 
said . ?I t 's k ind  of  been  new, just  
lear n ing th ings on  m y own , help ing 

m e grow as a per son  ind iv idual ly.?
Al though  they?re not in  the sam e 

household  anym ore, the footbal l  
suppor t  system  that Ryan  and Br yce 
bu i l t  over  the year s is st i l l  ver y m uch  
al ive. T hey st i l l  talk on  the phone 
f requen t ly, and Ryan  watches Br yce?s 
h igh l igh ts when  he has t im e. From  the 
t im e they were just  k ids, thei r  
com m i tm en t to each  other  as 
brother s,  and to the gam e of  footbal l  
has helped them  succeed. 

?W hen  you com m i t  to som eth ing, 
you com m i t  to i t  f u l ly,? Kr ist in  said . 
?T hat 's what you do...I f  you have a 
goal , go for  i t , just  go. L ike you have a 
dream , go for  i t .?

And that?s exact ly  what Ryan  and 
Br yce d id . L ike m any h igh  school  and 
col legiate footbal l  p layer s, they have 
long had the goal  of  com pet ing at  the 
h ighest level . W hen  asked where he 
wan ts to be in  f ive year s, Ryan  had a 
ver y clear  goal  in  m ind.

?I  see m ysel f  p lay ing in  one of  the 
greatest  spor ts the wor ld  has ever  
seen ,? he said .

O n ly  t im e w i l l  tel l  i f  the Bar nes 
brother s ach ieve thei r  goal  of  r each ing 
the N FL , but m any of  the goals they 
have wor ked for  are al ready being 
real ized. A few m on ths ago, Ryan  had 
h is f i r st  hom e gam e at N otre D am e, a 
m om en t he had long awai ted . L eaving 
r igh t  af ter  Br yce?s Q O  gam e (where he 
had the gam e-sav ing tack le) the 
Bar nes f am i ly  d rove th rough  the 
n igh t, ar r iv ing at  the gam e just  in  t im e 
to see Ryan  r un  out of  the tunnel  at  
N otre D am e for  the f i r st  t im e.

?I 'm  not gonna l ie, I  cr ied  when  
Ryan  cam e out on  that f ield ,? Kr ist in  
said . ?I  was l i ke, ?O h  m y gosh , th is i s 
happen ing.??

Seeing Ryan  at  N otre D am e, got 
Br yce th ink ing about h is own  fu ture 
as a D -1 p layer , wherever  i t  m ay be.

?I t  was cool  seeing h is d ream s 

com ing tr ue,? he said . ?And i t  also 
showed m e th is cou ld  be m e next 
year .?

T h e L as Vegas Raider s

 T h e Bar n es B r oth er s: Footbal l  an d  Fam i ly
By SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Staff Writer

Ryan Barnes now, at the University 
of Notre Dame Bryce Barnes now, at the Cougar 

Dome for a QO game

COURTESY OF RYAN BARNES COURTESY OF BRYCE BARNES

COURTESY OF KRISTIN BARNES
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?Swanson  to f i r st , and the Br aves 
are W or ld  Cham pions!? W i th  that , 
the 20 21 M L B cam e to an  end, w i th  
the At lan ta Br aves at  the top  of  the 
m oun tain . 

T he Br aves won  thei r  four th  
wor ld  cham pionsh ip  over al l  and 
thei r  f i r st  since 1995. T hei r  w in  
m eans that ever y team  in  the 
N at ional  L eague East d iv ision , 
exclud ing the N ew Yor k M ets, has 
won  the W or ld  Ser ies the new 
m i l lenn ium . 

At lan ta had a rocky road of  a 
season , to say the least . T hey were 
p rojected  to f in ish  second in  the 
d iv ision  beh ind  the M ets before the 
season  star ted , accord ing to 
M L B.com . But the Br aves d idn?t have 
a w inn ing record  un t i l  August 6, and 
lost  thei r  best  p layer  Ronald  Acuña Jr . 
to a tor n  ACL  on  Ju ly  10 . 

Br aves owner sh ip , along w i th  
Gener al  M anager  Alex An thopoulos, 
d idn?t see th is as a sign  to wave the 
wh i te f lag. T hey rebu i l t  thei r  whole 
outf ield  at  the t r ade dead l ine w i th  
the acquisi t ions of  Jor ge Soler , Adam  
D uval l , Edd ie Rosar io, and Joc 
Peder son .

T he Br aves wen t on  a r am page 
over  the second hal f  of  the season , 
f in ish ing w i th  88-73 over al l , wh ich  
was good for  f i r st  in  the N L  East af ter  
the M ets? abysm al col lapse.

N L D S
Atlan ta was m atched up  w i th  the 

N L  Cen tr al  cham pions M i lwaukee 
Brewer s in  a best-of -5 N at ional  
L eague D iv ision  Ser ies. T he Brewer s 
took the f i r st  gam e by the score 2-1, 
but  then  i t  was al l  At lan ta. T hey won  
the next 3 gam es, 2 of  them  v ia 
shutout, w i th  a com bined score of  
11-4. Fredd ie Freem an  had the 
signature m om en t of  the ser ies, in  
the bottom  of  the eigh th  inn ing in  
gam e four , w i th  a hom e r un  of f  of  

Al l -Star  closer  Josh  H ader  to send the 
Br aves to the N L CS. 

N L CS
T he Br aves were up  against  the 

L os Angeles D odger s in  the N at ional  
L eague Cham pionsh ip  Ser ies. T he 
D odger s were a for m idable 
opponen t, com ing of f  a f r anch ise 
record  10 6-w in  season  and defeated 
the d iv ision -w inn ing, 10 7-w in  San  
Fr ancisco Gian ts in  the N L D S in  f ive 
gam es. T he D odger s wen t al l  in  at  the 
t r ade dead l ine, gett ing star t ing 
p i tcher  and fu ture hal l -of - f am er  M ax 
Scher zer  and Al l -Star  shor tstop  Trea 
Tur ner  f r om  the W ash ington  
N at ionals to round out thei r  al l - star  
l ineup . 

T he Br aves took the f i r st  two 
gam es, 3-2 and 5-4 respect ively. T he 
two sp l i t  gam es 3 and 4, leav ing 
At lan ta w i th  a com m anding 3-1 lead 
to rep l i cate last  year 's N L CS, the on ly  
quest ion  being: can  they f in ish  the 
job th is t im e? 

Gam e 5 gave us a m atchup of  the 
Br aves? young ace M ax Fr ied  and a 
bu l lpen  gam e for  the D odger s, 
star t ing w i th  Joe Kel ly. At lan ta 
jum ped on  Kel ly  ear ly  w i th  a 2- r un  
hom er  of f  the bat of  Fredd ie 
Freem an  before Kel ly  ex i ted  ear ly  
f r om  in jur y. H owever, af ter  that , the 
Br aves would  on ly  m anage th ree 
m ore h i ts over  eigh t inn ings. T he 
D odger s bats broke out of  thei r  
slum p by putt ing up  a 11- r un , 17-h i t  
per for m ance beh ind  Chr is Tay lor  
and AJ Pol lock , com bin ing for  5 
hom e r uns and 10  RBI?s. Fr ied  was 
tagged w i th  eigh t h i ts and f ive r uns 
over  4.2 inn ings of  wor k . 

At lan ta f ans cou ld  feel  a repeat of  
last  year  happen ing again , but  knew 
they cou ld  end the ser ies at  hom e 
w i th  a w in .

T he D odger s gam bled by star t ing 
W alker  Bueh ler  on  shor t  r est  wh i le 
At lan ta tur ned to young star  I an  
Ander son , who has a sub 2.0 0  p layof f  
ERA. 

T he Br aves str uck f i r st  w i th  
back- to-back doubles f rom  O zzie 

Albies and Aust in  Ri ley to take a 1-0  
lead. I n  the top  of  the four th  inn ing, 
Cody Bel l inger  was up  w i th  r unner s 
on  f i r st  and second and two outs. 
Bel l inger  h i t  a d r ibbler  that  beat the 
sh i f t  to the lef t  side of  the in f ield  that  
scored Trea Tur ner  and advanced 
W i l l  Sm i th  to th i r d . 

T he D odger s jum ped out of  the 
dugout w i th  m om en tum  on  thei r  
side. But that  would  change qu ick ly  
w i th  Edd ie Rosar io com ing up  to the 
p late. Rosar io had been  the hottest  
h i t ter  on  the p lanet dur ing the ser ies, 
bat t ing over  .550 , 2 hom er s, and 6 
RBI?s. W i th  2 on , Edd ie h i t  a bal l  over  
the r igh t  f ield  16- foot wal l  for  a 3- r un  
shot. At lan ta wen t cr azy, both  the 
p layer s and the f ans. 

T he D odger s would  add a r un  in  
the top  of  the seven th , but  i t  wouldn?t 
be enough  as At lan ta advanced to 
thei r  f i r st  W or ld  Ser ies since 1999. 

?W hen  we got the last  out , I  said , 
?W e?re going to the W or ld  Ser ies, I  
can?t bel ieve i t ,?? An thopoulos said  to 
M L B.com  repor ter  M ar k Bowm an . 

W or ld  Ser i es
T hei r  opponen t would  be the 

H ouston  Astros, basebal l 's biggest 
v i l lains. H ouston  was caugh t in  the 
biggest cheat ing scandal  in  basebal l  
h istor y  back in  20 17, when  they led  
an  advanced sign -steal ing schem e 
that gu ided them  to thei r  f i r st  and 
on ly  W or ld  cham pionsh ip  in  
f r anch ise h istor y. 

I n  add i t ion , the Astros had a 
relat ively  easy path  to the W or ld  
Ser ies. T hey defeated the Ch icago 
W h i te Sox 3-1 in  the AL D S and the 
Boston  Red Sox 3-2 in  the AL CS. 
T hei r  l ineup  was nasty  and 
h igh l igh ted  by AL CS M VP Yordan  
Álvarez, Jose Al tuve, Car los Cor rea, 
and Alex Bregm an . T hei r  star t ing 
p i tch ing, on  the other  hand, was thei r  
biggest weakness. T h is would  be 
ev iden t th roughout the ser ies.

T he ser ies star ted  out in  H ouston  
w i th  a bang. T he f i r st  bat ter  of  the 
gam e was Jor ge Soler , who slam m ed 
the th i r d  p i tch  of  the gam e in to the 

lef t  cen ter  seats for  a solo shot and a 
1-0  Br aves lead. T hey would  add 
another  in  the inn ing on  an  Aust in  
Ri ley double that  scored O zzie Albies 
and th ree m ore by the end of  the 
th i r d  for  a 5-0  lead. T he gam e would  
end in  a 6-2 w in  and 1-0  ser ies lead 
for  At lan ta. 

T he Astros? bats cam e al ive in  
gam e two, when  they put up  f ive 
r uns in  the f i r st  two inn ings for  a 5-1 
lead. Al tuve would  blow i t  open  in  
the seven th  w i th  a solo bom b that 
m ade the f inal  score 7-2. T he ser ies 
was now t ied  going back to At lan ta. 

 T he Br aves knew they had to 
cap i tal i ze at  hom e for  th ree gam es, 
and they d id  in  a big way : they took 
both  gam es 3 and 4 by the scores of  
2-0  and 3-2. T hey held  a 3-1 ser ies 
lead for  the second t im e th is 
postseason  and had a chance to w in  a 
cham pionsh ip  in  f r on t  of  thei r  f ans 
af ter  gam e 5. 

T he ci ty  of  At lan ta cou ld  feel  a 
celebr at ion  af ter  the Br aves put up  4 
in  the f i r st  af ter  an  Adam  D uval l  
gr and slam , but the Astros d idn?t back 
down . T hey scored 4 of  thei r  own  to 
m ake the gam e 5-4 At lan ta af ter  th ree 
inn ings. But the Br aves kep t f igh t ing, 
putt ing up  3 in  the f i f th  and 1 in  the 
seven th  and eigh th  for  a f inal  score 
of  9-5. 

T he ser ies was guar an teed to end 
in  H ouston , but the Br aves wan ted to 
leave af ter  gam e 6. Jor ge Soler  cam e 
th rough  again , launch ing a bal l  out  of  
the stad ium  in  the top  of  the th i r d  for  
a 3-0  lead. D ansby Swanson  added a 
2- r un  shot of  h is own  for  a 5-0  
Br aves cush ion . Fredd ie Freem an  
cou ldn?t be lef t  out  as he added the 
dagger  w i th  a solo shot in  the seven th  
to m ake i t  7-0 . W i l l  Sm i th  closed the 
gam e and At lan ta was celebr at ing a 
cham pionsh ip . 

Jor ge Soler  was nam ed W or ld  
Ser ies M VP and Fredd ie Freem an  
had h is long-awai ted  r ing. T he 
quest ion  now is: how good can  these 
Br aves be when  they get Ronald  
Acuña Jr . back?

Br aves sh ock  th e w or ld , w in  i t  al l  i n  20 21
By Jake Zaiderman
Senior Staff Writer

Chances are when  you th ink 
about Q uince O rchard  ath let i cs, 
footbal l  and basketbal l  com e to 
m ind. T hese team s str i ct ly  p r act ice 
and p lay on  cam pus, wh ich  leads to 
a lot  of  at ten t ion  f rom  the school  
and fans. But, there is a whole other  
wor ld  of  Q O  ath let ic p rogr am s that 
get over looked by m any and are not 
as w idely  known . W h i le we don?t 
ever  see them  on  cam pus, our  sw im  
&  d ive and gol f  team s have a lot  of  

accom pl ishm en ts. And thei r  
r out ines are dr ast ical ly  d i f feren t 
f r om  the on -cam pus spor ts team s, 
for  better  or  wor se. 

For  star ter s, sw im  and d ive 
p r act ices are not at  Q O , but r ather  at  
the Ger m an town  Sw im  Cen ter . T h is 
m eans around a 20 -m inute dr ive 

f rom  hom e for  the sw im m er s, and 
p r act ices take p lace M onday and 
W ednesday m or n ings f rom  5:0 0   to 
6:0 0  AM . 

Sw im m ing is the on ly  spor t  that  
has m or n ing p r act ices, and i t  can  be 
chal lenging to balance academ ics 
and p r act ice at  the sam e t im e. Cole 
Greenber g, a sen ior  cap tain , has 
been  w i th  the team  al l  four  year s of  
h igh  school . ?I t?s m ost ly  up  to you 
how m uch  sleep  you get the n igh t 
before. M or n ing p r act ices do 
increase drowsiness, but not to the 
poin t  where i t  would  detr im en t 
academ ics,? Greenber g says. 

T he sw im  &  d ive team  does not 
get anywhere near  the sam e 
recogn i t ion  as on -cam pus spor ts. 
T here is no Red Ar m y, no loud ly  

cheer ing studen ts, no pep  r al l ies, 
and l i t t le to no adver t i sing around 
the school . ?T he m ajor i ty, i f  not  al l , 
of  our  spectator s, are paren ts,? says 
Greenber g. 

T here just  i sn?t that  sam e ener gy 
com ing f rom  the stands. And since 
sw im m ing is an  ind iv idual  spor t  and 

not a team  spor t , th is can  have a 
huge im pact on  the sw im m er ?s 
m ind. As a resu l t , the sw im m er s 
have becom e f r iends outside of  the 

team  and heavi ly  rely  on  each  other  
to f ind  that ener gy and m ot ivat ion . 
?T he team  typ ical ly  has d inner s 
together  before gam es where we 
bond. I  bel ieve th is helps us to feel  
m ore un i ted . Know ing our  
team m ates have our  back is 
def in i tely  help fu l  for  per for m ing,? 
Greenber g says. 

As an  ind iv idual  spor t , 
sw im m er s? and d iver s? team m ates 
are an  extrem ely im por tan t f actor  in  
how wel l  they per for m . 

T he sam e stor y goes for  the gol f  
team . T here is f ar  less known  about 
th is team  and, un l i ke the bigger  

spor ts, they tend to have ver y sm al l  
crowds at  thei r  m atches. ?W i th  
studen ts hav ing to t r avel  a 
m in im um  of  20  m inutes to get to 
m atches, i t?s hard  to get big crowds,? 
sen ior  Corey M inkof f , 4-year  p layer , 
and cap tain  says. L ike sw im  and 
d ive, gol f  i s an  ind iv idual  spor t , so 

the m en tal  aspect of  the gam e has a 
huge im pact on  p layer  per for m ance.

       T he team ?s p r act ices take p lace 

about 20  m inutes away f rom  the 

school  and there is no consisten t 
schedule. ?A typ ical  day of  p r act ice 
d i f fer s week ly. Pr act ice is m ain ly  
based on  when  cour ses have 
open ings, but they tend to star t  
around 3 PM  and end at  6 PM ,? says 
M inkof f . 

I n  add i t ion  to hav ing var y ing 
p r act ice schedules, p layof f s are 
com pletely  un ique to the spor t  as 
wel l . T h is year , M inkof f  and sen ior  
Gr ace O r ist ian  advanced and 
represen ted Q O  at the state f inals. 
T h is took p lace dur ing the school  
day at  the Un iver si ty  of  M ar y land 
gol f  cour se. ?States is always such  a 

f un  exper ience. I t  i s also chal lenging 
because we are m issing up  to two 
fu l l  days of  school ,? Corey says. 

T im e m anagem en t i s a big par t  
of  gol f , and f ind ing a balance 
between  academ ics and the team  
could  pose chal lenges to som e team  
m em ber s. An  extr acur r icu lar  spor t?s 

schedule in ter fer ing w i th  the school  
day is not typ ical , but  w i th  an  
of f - cam pus spor t  l i ke gol f , th is
com es in to p lay.                                  

A n  i n si de l ook  at  Q u in ce O r ch ar d 's 
of f -cam p u s sp or ts
By Jake Revzan
 Staff Writer
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If you answered yes, take Journalism A/B with Ms. 
Cooley-Klein when you sign up for next year 's 

classes. Contact Ms. C-K in Room 241 or at 
megan.m.cooley-klein@mcpsmd.net for more 

information.

An advertisement for your business or 

organization could be placed here for more 

than 2,000 Quince Orchard students, staff, and 

community members 

to see!

Contact QOHSprowler@gmail.com for pricing 
and publication dates.

M en ?s col l ege basketbal l  i s back  

 

Col lege basketbal l  i s f inal ly  
under way w i th  i ts 20 21-20 22 season . 
O ver  70 0  gam es have been  p layed so 
f ar  in  just  ten  days since the season  
star ted  on  N ovem ber  n in th , and there 
have been  som e m ajor  developm en ts. 

T he f i r st  of  the m ain  stor y l ines 
going in to the season  is that  the 
w inn ingest coach  in  D iv ision  I  m en?s 
col lege basketbal l  h istor y, H al l  of  
Fam er  M ike Kr zyzewsk i , w i l l  r et i r e 
af ter  th is season . I n  h is 41 seasons at  
D uke to date, Kr zyzewsk i  has gone to 
the Final  Four  12 t im es and won  the 
nat ional  t i t le f ive of  those t im es. 

?I  hope i t  never  h i ts m e un t i l  i t?s 
over  that  I  won?t be able to do that 
again . But r igh t  now, that  hasn?t h i t  
m e. I f  i t  does, then  I  won?t be as good, 
I  don?t th ink ,? Kr zyzewsk i  said  in  a 
Sporting N ews ar t i cle.

I f  Kr zyzewsk i  i s able to redeem  
the Blue D evi ls af ter  one of  thei r  wor st  
seasons since 1995 ?  when  they last  
m issed the N CAA tour nam en t ?  last  
season  and br ing h is team  to the Final  
Four  for  one last  t im e, he would  break 
the record  for  the he m ost t r ips to the 
Final  Four, a record  he is cur ren t ly  
t ied  w i th  for m er  UCL A head coach  
John  W ooden  for . 

Kr zyzewsk i?s rep lacem en t, Jon  
Scheyer, has al ready star ted  to take the 
reins. Scheyer  has taken  over  
recr u i t ing p layer s for  h is f i r st  season  
as head coach  and appear s to be 
hand l ing the job wel l . H e has al ready 
m anaged to col lect  th ree f ive-star  
recr u i ts. 

 T he other  m ain  stor y l ine head ing 
in to the season  is cen tered around the 
Gonzaga Bul ldogs. T he Bul ldogs were 
seven teen  poin ts shor t  of  an  
undefeated season  and a nat ional  
cham pionsh ip . T he over al l  #1 seed 
lost  in  the t i t le round of  the Final  Four  
to over al l  #2 seed Bay lor . Af ter  losing 
Jalen  Suggs and Corey Kisper t  to the 

N BA dr af t  and gain ing a poten t ial  
d r af t  p ick in  f r eshm an  Paolo 
Banchero, the Gonzaga Bul ldogs are 
look ing to keep  the Bay lor  Bear s f r om  
becom ing the f i r st  back- to-back 
N CAA tour nam en t cham pions since 
the Un iver si ty  of  Flor ida won  the 
tour nam en t in  20 0 6 and 20 0 7. T hey 
are l i kely  to succeed. Gonzaga is 
strongly  f avored to be the 20 22 N CAA 
tour nam en t cham pions, wh i le m ost 
p red ict ions have Bay lor  f ai l ing to 
m ake i t  to the Final  Four. 

 H owever, upsets happen  and 
underdogs can  r ise to un im aginable 
feats, as the Un iver si ty  of  V i r gin ia has 
exper ienced once again . T he on ly  #1 
seed to lose to a #16 seed dur ing the 
N CAA tour nam en t, the 25th - r anked 
Caval ier s lost  to the un r anked N avy 
M idsh ipm en . I n  doing so, Vi r gin ia 
gave the M idsh ipm en  thei r  f i r st  w in  
against  a r anked team  since the 1980 s 
and becam e the on ly  r anked team  to 

lose to an  un r anked team  on  open ing 
n igh t. 

 ?I  bel ieve th is w i l l  help  us and 
we?l l  grow going for ward  w i th  i t ,? 
Vi r gin ia?s head coach  Tony Bennett  
said  in  a Virginia Sports ar t i cle. ?But 
[N avy revealed] som e weaknesses we 
have that we?l l  keep  going to wor k on .?  

 W h i le the Caval ier s were not 
successfu l  in  thei r  f i r st  gam e, m any 
coaches m ak ing thei r  debut were. 
Twelve coaches debuted in  ei ther  thei r  
f i r st  gam e as a head coach  or  f i r st  
gam e as a head coach  at  a new school , 
and cam e hom e 1-0 . M ost notably, the 
#5 Texas L onghor ns? new head coach  
Chr is Beard  was able to defeat the 
H ouston  Bapt ists 92-48 and #18 N or th  
Carol ina Tar  H eels?s new coach  H uber t  
D avis was able to defeat L oyola 
(M ar y land) 83-67. 

 T he open ing week and a hal f  of  
the col lege basketbal l  season  was 
even tfu l , but  we have even  m ore to 

look for ward  to. Tom or row w i l l  star t  
of f  the second week of  tour nam en ts 
or  M T E?s, wh ich  w i l l  include m any of  
the h igh ly  an t icipated  tour nam en ts of  
the ear ly  season . T he Ai r  Force 
Reser ve H al l  of  Fam e T ip -O f f  w i l l  
occur  f r om  N ovem ber  20 -21 in  
Connect icu t , wh ich  w i l l  be the f i r st  
t im e th ree out of  the four  r anked 
team s w i l l  p lay a r anked opponen t. 
T he Good Sam  Em pi re Classic w i l l  be 
happen ing on  N ovem ber  22-23 and 
w i l l  p i t  #1 Gonzaga against  #2 UCL A 
in  the second round. Final ly, the Bad 
Boy M ower s Batt le 4 At lan t is 
tour nam en t w i l l  occur  f r om  
N ovem ber  24-26 and w i l l  test  m any 
h igh ly - r anked team s? changes to the 
roster s dur ing the of f - season . 

N o m atter  what happens in  the 
next week, col lege basketbal l  i s back 
and i t  p rom ises to p rov ide an  
in terest ing few m on ths. 
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By JULI A DI ET RICH                   
Contributing Writer 
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H ER E !
Are you int erest ed in journalism ? 

How about  becom ing a st af f  
m em ber  

of  The Prowler?
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