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JU N T O S m isses ou t  on  21st  ed i t i on  of  
M CPS L at i n  D an ce Com p et i t i on

O n N ovem ber  22, hundreds of  
studen ts, paren ts, and facu l ty  packed 
in to the m usic cen ter  at  Str athm ore 
to celebr ate L at in  cu l ture w i th  the 
21st ed i t ion  of  the L at in  D ance 
Com pet i t ion . Gai ther sbur g ended up  
w inn ing the Best in  Show for  the 
Sen ior  D iv ision , but m issing in  the 
crowd was one big om ission? Q O .

 JUN T O S has been  a dom inan t 
for ce in  the L at in  dance scene in  
M CPS since i ts incep t ion  in  20 11. I n  
the last  L at in  D ance Com pet i t ion  in  
20 19, Q O  won  the Best in  Show for  
the Sen ior  D iv ision . JUN T O S also 
cam e in  f i r st  for  the salsa dance 
com pet i t ion . 

Sen ior  cap tain  Em ely 
M unoz-Ram os was just  a sophom ore 
that n igh t and recal led  the 
per for m ance. 

 ?I t  was packed,? M unoz-Ram os 
said . ?I t  was so exci t ing, though .?

 M em ber s of  JUN T O S expected 
to defend thei r  crown  th is year , but  
un for tunately  that  wasn?t the case. 
M unoz-Ram os exp lained that i t  was a 
m iscom m un icat ion  on  the par t  of  the 
or gan izer s to the sponsor s.

 ?T he or gan izer s for  the H ispan ic 
H er i tage Fund, they decided that they 
were gonna have i t  and they d idn?t let  

al l  of  our  sponsor s 
know,? M unoz 
Ram os added. 
?T he team s found 
out th rough  
I nstagr am .? 

T he or gan izer s 
of  the even t 
decided to on ly  
inv i te a select  
num ber  of  schools 
to com pete, Q O  
being one of  them . 
Al though  JUN T O S 
would  have the 
chance to com pete 
because they were 
inv i ted , they chose 
not to at tend as an  
act  of  sol idar i ty  
w i th  other  schools 
who weren?t 
inv i ted . 

?O ur  school , 
Einstein , Sher wood? a lot  of  other  
schools decided to pu l l  out ,? 
M unoz-Ram os said . ?I f  they 're not 
gonna suppor t  al l  the schools, then  
we don?t wan t to par t i cipate in  that .?

 Al though  M unoz-Ram os fel t  that  
th is year ?s com pet i t ion  was un fai r , 
she said  she st i l l  would?ve l i ked  the 
chance to com pete. 

?I t  was super  upsett ing.? 
M unoz-Ram os said . ?I t  was just  super  
d isappoin t ing that, af ter  being in  

JUN T O S for  so long?  I  just  wasn?t 
gonna have that m om en t.? 

Sen ior  Stephan ie D uque shared a 
sim i lar  sen t im en t. T h is was her  f i r st  
year  as a m em ber  of  the JUN T O S and 
would  have been  her  on ly  chance to 
com pete. ?T h is year  I  r eal ly, r eal ly  
wan ted to just  jo in  and be a par t  of  i t .?

Al though  D uque wan ted to 
com pete, she under stood the 

decision . ?I  would?ve wan ted to 
com pete in  gener al , but  I  th ink 

ever yone should  have 
an  equal  oppor tun i ty  
to jo in .? D uque said .
JUN T O S hasn?t 
p r act iced since w in ter  
break due to the r i se of  
Covid  cases around the 
coun ty and schedul ing 
con f l i cts, but  they are 
set  to resum e af ter  
Valen t ine?s D ay. ?I?m  
just  exci ted  to see 
ever yone again  because 
I  feel  l i ke I  see them  
m ore dur ing p r act ice 
than  I  actual ly  see 
them  at school .? D uque 
said . ?W e?re al l  just  
there for  the sam e 
th ing, to dance.? she 
added.
L uck i ly, JUN T O S has 
had other  chances to 
per for m  th is year . 

D ur ing the H ispan ic H er i tage 
Assem bly, they had a per for m ance 
that m ade the crowd rocus. T hey also 
per for m ed dur ing the w in ter  spor ts 
pep  r al ly  and are set  to per for m  at the 

M inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  retreat in  
M arch . 

T here w i l l  also be a coup les L at in  
dance com pet i t ion  in  the spr ing of  
20 22, so there?s st i l l  hope that som e 
of  JUN T O S m em ber s w i l l  be able to 
com pete later  th is year .  
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A n  even t f u l  year  f or  M CPS so f ar  

By XAVI ER SUGGS
Staff Writer

M ore than  hal f  of  the 20 21-20 22 
school  year  has al ready passed,  and 
the f i r st  year  in -per son  since the star t  
of  the Covid-19 pandem ic has al ready 
been  fu l l  of  notewor thy occur rences 
for  our  school  system . T he tr ansi t ion  
f rom  on l ine lear n ing back to in  per son  
was a task ing one for  m any peop le, 
and for  som e, th is hal fway poin t  m ay 
gl im m er  l i ke the l igh t  at  the end of  the 
tunnel . 

 O n  August 30 , the f i r st  day of  the 
20 21-20 22 school  year  began , and i t  
m ar ked the f i r st  t im e that M CPS was 
engaging in  a f u l ly  in -per son  lear n ing 
m odel  for  about a year  and a hal f . T he 
m ask-m andated star t  to the year  had 
i ts bum ps in  the road, though  i t  
m ost ly  wen t of f  w i thout a h i tch . 

 Un t i l  approx im ately  two days 
later . O n  Septem ber  1, M CPS 
announced that schools would  be 
closing ear ly  wh i le k ids were in  school  
that  day due to severe r ain  cond i t ions 
that p roved to be m in im al . 

 T he Covid-19 si tuat ion  in  schools 
was m ost ly  con tained th roughout the 

coun ty. As the year  wen t on , however, 
m ore and m ore em pty chai r s were in  
classroom s and m ore and m ore 
studen ts were being cal led  down  to the 
of f i ce for  being in  close con tact  w i th  a 
studen t who tested  posi t ive. T he 
coronavi r us sur ge cam e to a head 
dur ing W in ter  Break, where M CPS 
saw i ts h ighest percen tage of  posi t ive 
cases so f ar . D ur ing th is t im e, a system  
was set in  p lace where i f  a school  had 
5% or  m ore of  i ts studen t and staf f  
populat ion  test  posi t ive for  Covid-19, 
consider at ions would  be in  p lace for  
that  school  to en ter  v i r tual  lear n ing. 

 O n  Januar y 5, a gr aph ic was 
released that showed wh ich  schools 
had above a 5% posi t ive th reshold . T he 
vast m ajor i ty  of  schools were above 
5%, includ ing Q O . 

Before the updated gr aph ic was 
released, eleven  schools were 
announced to go to v i r tual  lear n ing. 
Al though  when  the gr aph ic was 
posted , M CPS released a statem en t 
that  said  that  schools that  reached the 
5% th reshold  were not guar an teed to 
go v i r tual , and that they would  
com m i t  to hav ing school  stay 
in -per son .  T he decision  that m ost 

schools would  rem ain  in -per son , even  
though  m any schools were above the 
5% th reshold , led  to M CPS prov id ing 
ever y single school  w i th  KN 95 m asks 
and Covid-19 test ing k i ts in  Januar y, 
w i th  schools instr ucted  to have k ids 
take two tests and repor t  thei r  r esu l ts. 
Cur ren t ly, 32 schools have gone in to 
v i r tual  lear n ing in  M CPS out of  20 9 
schools. 

 T hough  v i r tual  lear n ing is not 
total ly  out of  the quest ion . D ue to 
M CPS using up  thei r  snow days for  the 
year, i t  was announced on  Febr uar y 2 
that  M CPS w i l l  consider  cer tain  snow 
days to be v i r tual  instr uct ion  days. I t  i s 
not  a guar an tee that al l  snow days w i l l  
be v i r tual  days; each  day w i l l  be 
exam ined on  a case-by-case basis. 

 T r agedy has str uck M CPS as wel l . 
O n  Januar y 21, a m ale studen t was shot 
on  cam pus at  M agr uder  H igh  School  
dur ing the school  day, p lunging the 
school  in to a lockdown  spann ing over  
th ree hour s. T he suspect was 
apprehended and the v ict im  sur v ived 
the inciden t? both  were studen ts who 
at tended the school . T he M onday af ter  
the inciden t, M CPS studen ts jo ined 
together  in  sol idar i ty  to wear  

M agr uder ?s color s? blue, grey, and 
wh i te? to show suppor t . 

 I n  another  upsett ing instance, A 
sen ior  nam ed Jay l in  Jones of  
N or thwest H igh  School  was found 
dead on  Januar y 24, w i th  the inciden t 
being invest igated  as a hom icide. 

N or thwest p r incipal  Scott  Sm i th  
wrote in  a com m un i ty  m essage that 
Jones ?had a lar ge per sonal i ty, 
in fect ious sm i le, and over al l  am azing 
sp i r i t .? 

O n  Febr uar y 3, bom b th reats were 
m ade across the whole coun ty by a 
p rev ious M CPS studen t, stat ing in  an  
I nstagr am  l ive that  ?W e are gonna 
gundown  M CPS at 2 PM  tom or row 
(Febr uar y 4)? and ?W e are also gonna 
bom b W heaton  H igh  School .? T he 
posts were deter m ined to be of  a low 
th reat level  by M CPS and 
M on tgom er y Coun ty Pol ice. 

O ver al l , th is school  year  has been  
fu l l  of  even ts, yet  the relat ive 
nor m al i ty  of  being in  per son  is 
som eth ing that studen ts and staf f  
m em ber s have seen  as a cer tain  
posi t ive. 

By JAY M OT I WALA
Editor- in-Chief



T he tr ansi t ion  of  p residen t ial  
power  between  the cur ren t Biden  
adm in istr at ion  and that of  for m er  
Presiden t D onald  Tr um p in  ear ly  
Januar y, 20 21 was by no m eans a 
sm ooth  endeavor. D esp i te num erous 
recoun ts of  elector al  bal lots, an  
over whelm ing m ajor i ty  of  the 
coun tr y?s Republ icans den ied  the 
legi t im acy of  Biden?s elect ion . 
Protester s l ined the streets of  
W ash ington  D C shout ing chan ts l i ke 
?Stop  the steal? and car r y ing signs 
w i th  vu lgar  slogans of  defam at ion . 
T h is outcr y  would  u l t im ately  exp lode 
on  Januar y 6, 20 21 when  a m ob fueled  
by Tr um p?s v iolen t r hetor ic stor m ed 
the US cap i tal , an  even t that  would  be 
rem em bered as an  insur rect ion  
unseen  in  m oder n  US h istor y. 

N eed less to say, between  the 
sky rocket ing cases of  the COVID  D el ta 
var ian t  and r am pan t pol i t i cal  un rest , 
Biden?s p residency got of f  to a bi t  of  a 
rocky star t . M oreover, desp i te 
specu lat ive op t im ism  am ong 
D em ocr at ic suppor ter s, the Januar y 
20 22 m id ter m s her ald  bad news for  
the Biden  adm in istr at ion?s approval  
r at ing f rom  the gener al  publ ic. T he 
data dem onstr ates that  the ear ly  
wounds of  the adm in istr at ion  have 
con t inued to fester  and bubble over  

the past two year s, the publ ic?s d issen t 
becom ing increasingly  bi -par t i san  
around the coun tr y.

As i t  stands in  the m on th  of  
Januar y 20 22, Presiden t Biden?s 
approval  r at ing is the lowest i t?s ever  
been  in  h is p residen t ial  career , w i th  
the m ajor i ty  of  the nat ion  
d isapprov ing 
of  the 
adm in istr at ion  
in  i ts en t i r ety.

Accord ing 
to PO L IT ICO ?s 
latest  M or n ing 
Consul t , a pol l  
that  
per iod ical ly  
t r acks nat ional  
publ ic op in ion , 
68% of  al l  pol l  

r esponden ts- - regard less of  r ace, 
gender, or  pol i t i cal  ideology- -said  that  
the coun tr y  was ?headed in  the wrong 
d i rect ion? under  the Biden  
adm in istr at ion . M ore speci f i cal ly, 
Am er ican  ci t i zens are concer ned 
about Biden?s abi l i ty  to hand le two 
m ajor  i ssues: h is response to the 
COVID -19 pandem ic cr ises and the 
f al ter ing econom y. 

A new repor t  f r om  the Pew 
Research  Cen ter  has found that on ly  a 
m ere 28% of  Am er icans f ind  the 
coun tr y?s econom y to be in  a good 
p lace. I nstead, the aver age ci t i zen  and 

pol icy cr i t i cs are qu i te upset about the 
star k in f lat ion  of  ever yday 
com m odi t ies, w i th  the m ajor i ty  of  
r esponden ts, 89%, say ing that grocer y 
store food and gas p r ices are 
exor bi tan t ly  h igh  com pared to where 
they were just  last  year . 

?Voter s st i l l  r em ain  ver y ver y 
concer ned 
about 
in f lat ion ,? said  
Cel inda L ake, a 
D em ocr at ic 
pol lster  and 
str ategist  in  her  
colum n , ?and 
wh i le we?re 
m ak ing 
p rogress, th is i s 
not near ly  
good enough  
and we have to 
do m ore.?

Regard ing the COVID -19 
pandem ic, the Pew Research  Cen ter  
found that less than  hal f  of  al l  
Am er icans bel ieve that Biden  is able 
to safely  and ef f i cien t ly  com bat the 
v i r us w i th in  the US. T h is skep t icism  
stem s f rom  a m y r iad  of  f actor s, 
r anging f rom  the lack of  avai lable 
COVID  tests around the coun tr y, poor  
m anagem en t of  the vaccine rol lout , 
and the CD C?s ever  changing 
pandem ic gu idel ines that have caused 
m ass con fusion  around the coun tr y. I t  
was on ly  last  m on th  that the CD C cut 
the quar an t ine t im e in  hal f  f r om  ten  

to f ive days, a decision  that was w idely  
cr i t i cized as i t  was m ade around the 
sam e t im e that the extrem ely 
con tagious O m icron  var ian t  began  to 
spread l i ke w i ld f i r e th roughout the 
nat ion . T h is announcem en t i s one of  
the latest  in  a ser ies of  com m un icat ive 
obscur i ty  that?s led  to the cr um bl ing 
of  the publ ic?s t r ust  in  the CD C, w i th  
on ly  44% of  the publ ic bel iev ing the 
CD C's adv ice accord ing to a repor t  by 
H ar t  Research  Associates. 

"I t 's ver y d i f f i cu l t  to rebu i ld  t r ust  
once i t 's been  lost ," said  L indsay W i ley, 
a heal th  law professor  at  UCL A. 
"Restor ing t r ust  i s a lot  harder  than  
m ain tain ing i t  in  the f i r st  p lace.?

W h i le these num ber s are gr im , 
they haven 't  gone un recogn ized. I n  an  
ef for t  to com bat the newly r i sing cases 
of  the O m icron  var ian t , the Biden  
adm in istr at ion  has bough t one bi l l ion  
at-hom e COVID  tests, hal f  a bi l l i on  of  
wh ich  w i l l  be m ai led  d i rect ly  to each  
household  in  Am er ica. Biden  is also 
adam an t in  passing the Bui ld  Back 
Better  Act, an  am bi t ious p lan  to tack le 
cl im ate change by creat ing lar ge scale 
w ind  f ar m s in  the ocean , creat ing 
hundreds of  thousands of  jobs in  
renewable ener gy.  

H owever, wh i le these are cer tain ly  
steps in  the r igh t  d i rect ion , as the 
COVID -19 pandem ic con t inues to 
d r ag on  and civ ic d iscon ten t f ur ther  
d iv ides the coun tr y, the Biden  
adm in istr at ion  has a lot  of  wor k to do 
i f  i t  w ishes to reun i te the coun tr y. 
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E D I T OR I A L  POL I CY

T he Prowler glad ly  accep ts com m en ts, 

concer ns, and let ter s to the ed i tor . L et ter s 

m ay be em ai led  to Q O H Sprowler @ 
gm ai l .com , m ai led  c/ o T he Prowler  to the 

school  address above, or  d ropped of f  
d i r ect ly  to M s. Cooley-Klein  in  Room  241. 

L etter s m ay be ed i ted  for  space and clar i ty.

A B OU T
T he Prowler i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the 1988-89 school  year . 
To becom e a staf f  m em ber, studen ts 
should  take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  M s. 
Cooley-Klein  to qual i f y  for  the N ewspaper  
Product ion  class.

CON TA CT  U S
Q u in ce O r ch ar d  H igh  Sch ool
1580 0  Q uince O rchard  Road, 
Gai ther sbur g, M D  20 878

Ph on e: (30 1) 740 -360 0

W ebsi te: qohsjour nal ism .wordpress.com

Em ai l : Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com

T w i t ter  &  I n stagr am : @qohs_ prowler

T h e M id ter m s: h al f w ay th r ou gh  an d  th e 
r ep or t  car d  i sn 't  too sp i f f y  f or  th e B iden  
adm in i st r at i on , accor d i n g to th e p eop le
By M AX H ANDELM AN 
Staff Writer

Rel i ef  en su es i n  ou r  
com m u n i ty  as m i ssi n g Q O  
alu m n u s h as been  f ou n d  

Before she wen t m issing, 
18-year-old  Tay r a Vickenna Ben f ica 
?21 was last  seen  on  Januar y 22 at  
around 10 :45 p .m . at  her  hom e on  
Tr ip le Crown  Road. Repor ts on  the 
m issing wom an  cam e out around a 
week af ter  her  d isappear ance, leav ing 
residen ts in  the Gai ther sbur g area 
fear ing not on ly  for  her , but  for  thei r  
own  l ives and the l ives of  thei r  
ch i ld ren . 

T he M on tgom er y Coun ty Pol ice 
D epar tm en t repor ted  Ben f ica as last  
seen  wear ing a f leece hood ie, 
cam ouf lage leggings, tan  boots, a 
basebal l  cap , and a backpack. H er  
phone being d iscovered in  the 
neighbor ing Aberdeen  Par k in  N or th  
Potom ac, com pletely  w iped clean  of  
any t r ace of  the m issing wom an . 
Pol ice asked houses in  the area for  

cam er a footage of  outside thei r  
hom es, though  noth ing seem ed to 
have com e up , as though  she had 
never  lef t  at  al l .

?I t?s upsett ing,? said  Sen ior  Ruby 
Gonzalez, ?peop le shouldn?t r ide these 
cases of f  as just  another  m issing 
per son , a per son  is st i l l  a per son .?

T he paren ts of  Ben f ica qu ick ly  
tur ned to social  m ed ia in  f ind ing thei r  
daugh ter , w i th  m issing per son  repor ts 
lef t  on  Facebook and the 
neighbor hood d iscussion  for um , 
N extdoor? in for m at ion  was scarce on  
the in ter net, leav ing m uch  of  the 
knowledge the publ ic knows in  the 
hands of  th is si te. Peop le on  N extdoor  
expressed thei r  concer n , l i ke one user  
H i lar y  Gi f f in , who said , ?T h is i s a 
paren t?s wor st  n igh tm are, I  hope and 
p r ay she w i l l  be found safe.? 
N um erous com m en ts such  as that 
were wr i t ten  across the page, as no 

one knew any detai ls and the quest ion  
of  fou l  p lay l ingered in  the m inds of  
m any. 

H owever, a few weeks af ter  the last  
sigh t ing of  Ben f ica, she was found safe 
and unhar m ed. Al though  we don?t 
know the f u l l  stor y, m any user s on  

N extdoor  are specu lat ing possibi l i t ies 
for  her  d isappear ance, w i th  one 
wr i t ing ?m y guess is she p robably  

d idn?t wan t to be found.? 
T he user  D enyse Spence added, 

?Regard less that she has now been  
found, for  those f i r st  in i t ial  
hour s/ days, no in for m at ion  was 
avai lable and ever y passing m inute 
was cr i t i cal . T he paren ts and 
author i t ies d id  exact ly  what they 
should  have done.?

T h is h igh l igh ts the im pact of  
m ed ia cover age for  m issing per son?s 
repor ts. Accord ing to Beth  Kassab of  
the O r lando Sen t inel , ?M edia 
cover age and publ ic in terest  help  keep  
the v ict im 's f ace out there, increasing 
the odds that som eone? and al l  i t  
takes is one ? w i l l  com e for ward  w i th  
needed in for m at ion .? 

T he Gai ther sbur g com m un i ty  was 

w i l l ing to help  in  any way they cou ld  
to spread the word  for  Ben f ica?s case, 
though  m any repor ts st i l l  don?t m ake 
i t  on to the r adar  of  the publ ic. T he 
Patch  em phasized 13 newly repor ted  
peop le who wen t m issing th is past 
m on th  in  M ar y land. Repor t ing any 

in for m at ion  you know to 911  about 
som eone who wen t m issing is cr ucial  
for  a case. 

By AVA GARZAN
Staff Writer

"I t 's ver y d i f f i cu l t  to 
rebu i ld  t r ust  once i t 's 
been  lost . Restor ing 
t r ust  i s a lot  harder  
than  m ain tain ing i t  in  
the f i r st  p lace."
-  Lindsay Wiley
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T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !
L I FET I M E PAT RO N S

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
Joel ly  &  Peter  Belm an

T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
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I t?s Saturday m or n ing. You are 
at tend ing ser v ices in  your  synagogue, 
the p lace where you feel  safe. Pr ay ing. 
O ut of  nowhere, you hear  a str ange 
voice r an t ing on  a l ivestream , 
in ter r up t ing p r ayer . Str ange. 
Sudden ly, ever y th ing changes.  

O n  Saturday, Januar y 15, four  
hostages were held  at  gunpoin t  at  
Congregat ion  Beth  I sr ael  in  
Col leyv i l le, Texas. T he gunm an , M al ik 
Faisal  Akr am , was a Br i t i sh  m an  who 
f lew over  5,0 0 0  m i les to get to Beth  
I sr ael?  h is tar get. 

Akr am  showed up  at  the Saturday 
m or n ing ser v ice where he took four  
peop le hostage for  around 11 hour s. 
T he four  hostages were p lead ing for  
thei r  l i f e, hop ing that even tual ly  they 
cou ld  talk som e sense in to the 
gunm an  to let  them  go. T hey fai led  
over  and over  again . W hen  the 
gunm an  ordered the m en  to kneel , 
Rabbi  Char l ie Cy tron -W alker  knew 
th is cou ld  be one of  thei r  on ly  
chances of  escap ing. H e though t f ast  

and gr abbed a chai r  and chucked i t  at  
the gunm an  and the hostages r an  for  
the door. T hankfu l ly  the hostages 
were able to escape? but not w i thout 
r i sk . 

W hat happened at  Beth  I sr ael  i s 
noth ing new. T he Jew ish  com m un i ty  
has been  deal ing w i th  an t isem i t i sm  
for  cen tur ies. Especial ly  in  recen t 
year s, acts of  an t isem i t i sm  have 
sp iked and i t  seem s l i ke no one?s 
talk ing about i t .

Accord ing to N PR, one in  four  
Am er ican  Jews exper ienced 
an t isem i t i sm  w i th in  th is past year . 
And, as per  Vox, an t isem i t i c inciden ts 
nat ionw ide have been  at  an  al l - t im e 
h igh  in  the past two year s. T he 
Am er ican  D efam at ion  L eague 
repor ted  in  thei r  r ecen t data that  
there were 2,2557 an t isem et ic 
inciden ts repor ted  f rom  20 20 -20 21. 

But those are on ly  the repor ted  
ones. I n  an  ar t i cle in  the Fort W orth 
Star-Telegram , Joel  Schw i tzer , the 
regional  d i rector  of  the Am er ican  
Jew ish  Com m i t tee in  D al las, 
exp lained that on ly  ?24% of  Am er ican  
Jews repor t  an t isem i t i sm .? So i f  that  i s 
on ly  the am oun t of  r epor ted  cases, 
one can  on ly  im againe how m any acts 

of  an t isem i t i sm  happen  on  a dai ly  
basis to the aver age Jew ish  per son . 

Af ter  an  ar m ed m an  car r y ing an  
AR-15 and shout ing an t isem et ic slur s 
in ter r up ted  ser v ices and k i l led  11 
peop le in  20 18 at  the Tree of  L i fe 
Congregat ion  in  Pi t tsbur gh , there was 
som e suppor t  for  Jew ish  com m un i ty  
f r om  the gener al  publ ic. 
#Stronger thanhate t rended on  Tw i t ter  
and I nstagr am . Som e tur ned to 
Facebook to change thei r  p rof i le 
p icture to a f i l ter  that  showed suppor t  
of  the Jew ish  com m un i ty. 

But the im pacts of  the hash tags 
and p rof i le p ictures were shor t- ter m . 
Ev iden t ly, they were not ef fect ive 
enough  because shor t ly  af ter  the Tree 
of  L i fe shoot ing, in  20 19, there were 
shoot ings at  two m ore synagogues, 
one in  M iam i  and one in  Poway, 
Cal i for n ia. 

So what can  the Jew ish  
com m un i ty  do now? W e?re at  a 
standst i l l . D esp i te ever y th ing the 
Jew ish  peop le have been  th rough?  
the m ass exter m inat ion  of  six m i l l ion  
Jew ish  peop le dur ing the H olocaust, 
and the con t inuat ion  of  that  hatred  
in to p resen t day? we st i l l  feel  
unsecure. T here is a sense of  fear  

am ongst the com m un i ty, between  
feel ing p r ide in  being Jew ish , or  even  
feel ing safe going to ser v ices at  
synagogue, a p lace that i s m ean t to 
always feel  safe.

I n  20 19 the H ouse of  
Represen taives passed a bi l l  that  
condem ned an t isem i t i sm  as a hate 
cr im e. As repor ted  by CN N , the 
ver bage in  the resolu t ion  goes as is: 
?W hereas an t i -Sem i t i sm  includes 
blam ing Jews as Jews when  th ings go 
wrong; cal l ing for , aid ing, or  just i f y ing 
the k i l l i ng or  har m ing of  Jews in  the 
nam e of  a r ad ical  ideology or  
extrem ist  v iew of  rel igion ; or  m ak ing 
m endacious, de-hum an izing, 
dem on izing, or  stereotyped 
al legat ions about Jews.? 

W h i le the si tuat ion  in  Col leyv i l le 
p roved that th is wouldn?t solve 
an t isem i t i sm , the acknowledgm en t of  
i t  as a hate cr im e is the step  in  the 
r igh t  d i rect ion  the Jew ish  peop le 
needed. Clear ly, there is st i l l  wor k that  
needs to be done and i t  i s im por tan t 
to con t inue to acknowledge that 
an t isem i t i sm  is a huge issue and wor k 
to im prove i t . 

VIEWPOINT

Tex as sy n agogu e sh oot i n g br i n gs 
l i gh t  to r ecen t  sp i ke i n  an t i sem i t i sm
By M I A KAUFFM AN
Staff Writer
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Should  L GBT Q + books be read in  
schools? M ost paren ts don?t wan t thei r  
ch i ld ren  read ing about L GBT Q + 
stor ies in  school  because the top ic of  
L GBT Q + r igh ts has becom e less about 
hum an  r igh ts and m ore about 
pol i t i cal  standpoin ts, and is v iewed as 
a subject  too m ature for  ch i ld ren . 
H owever, som e of  the k ids that  
paren ts are t r y ing to sh ield  th is 
con ten t f r om  are L GBT Q  them selves, 
and those who are str aigh t and/ or  
cisgender  m ost l i kely  know and/ or  are 
f r iends w i th  som eone who is a par t  of  
the L GBT Q  com m un i ty. Teach ing 
them  that being a par t  of  the 
com m un i ty  i s som eth ing that you 
can?t know at a young age pushes the 
nar r at ive that  being L GBT Q  is 

inappropr iate. I t  i s not  inappropr iate 
to love who you love, and i f  str aigh t 
exper iences and stor ies can  be shared 
th rough  books in  schools, then  
L GBT Q  exper iences should  be, too.

Represen tat ion  in  books and 
schools should  not be restr i cted  f rom  
studen ts because there are always 

L GBT Q + studen ts in  classroom s who 

should  never  feel  l i ke being who they 
are is sham efu l . Also, read ing those 
types of  books can  help  studen ts relate 
to other  stor ies, wh ich  can  be 
ref resh ing. As a bisexual  (the B in  
L GBT Q ), I  was over joyed to read 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of 
the Universe by Ben jam in  Al i r e Sáenz 
because not on ly  cou ld  I  r elate to 
Ar istot le and h is str uggle to com e to 
ter m s w i th  h is sexual i ty, but  i t  was also 
n ice to see posi t ive represen tat ion  that 
wasn?t stereotyp ical .

For  m y cishet (cisgender, 
heterosexual) classm ates, i t  i s even  
m ore essen t ial  to expose them  to the 
L GBT Q + com m un i ty  at  a young age. 
I t  cou ld  change thei r  percep t ion  of  the 
L GBT Q + com m un i ty, decreasing the 

am oun t of  taugh t and system ic 
hom ophobia. Cishets w i l l  have to 
in ter act  w i th  L GBT Q + peop le at  som e 
poin t  in  thei r  l i ves, so why not do i t  
ear ly  and posi t ively? I f  Ar istot le was 
exposed to L GBT Q + stor ies in  school , 
m aybe he wouldn?t have seen  h is 
queer ness as sham efu l .

-  Anonymous 9th Grade Student

L etter s to th e Ed i tor
Do you have a letter you'd like to share with the QO community? Submit a letter to the editor to QOHSprowler@gmail.com, 

and you may be featured in a future issue! These were written by English 9 students for a Quarter 2 assignment.

LGBT Q+ stories should be 
represented in school literature

We shouldn't be afraid to tell 
stories about mental disorders

I  bel ieve hav ing a m ain  char acter  
w i th  m en tal  d isorder s in  a stor y  helps 
im prove the stor y  l i ke in  T he Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-T ime by 
M ar k H addon .  I  feel  that  m ain  
char acter s w i th  m en tal  d isorder s 
should  be m ore com m on ly seen  in  
books. T h is can  help  a stor y  to be 
m ore in terest ing than  i t  would  have 
been , by hav ing the m ain  char acter  
act  in  d i f feren t ways than  what  the 
reader  would  have an t icipated .  I t  
causes the reader  to t r y  to under stand 
the m ain  char acter 's poin t  of  v iew. 
T h is would  also give m ore f reedom  
to the wr i ter , al low ing them  to com e 
up  w i th  m ore in terest ing ideas for  the 
stor y.

Another  reason  that i t  i s a good 

idea to have a m ain  char acter  w i th  a 
m en tal  d isorder  i s so that i t  can  help  
br ing awareness to that  d isorder . 
H aving a m en tal  d isorder  in  your  
stor y  can  show peop le what i t  i s and 
even  how to iden t i f y  i t  so that  they 
can  better  under stand peop le who do 
have i t . Final ly, i t  can  help  peop le 

under stand m en tal  d isorder s and 
how these peop le m ay th ink so that 
they can  be m ore accep ted and 
under stood.

I  am  aware that not al l  stor ies can  
incor por ate m en tal  d isorder s and 
that not al l  need to. Som etim es, i t  
m ay be hard  to under stand why the 
m ain  char acter  would  act  a cer tain  
way. H owever, once the reader  
under stands the char acter  and thei r  
behavior s, they under stand the 
d isabi l i ty  better .  I f  the wr i ter  can  
establ ish  the char acter ?s ideals and 
show how they m ay have a d i f feren t 
way of  th ink ing and a d i f feren t 
under stand ing p rocess, the reader  
benef i ts as wel l  as those who suf fer  
f r om  the m en tal  d isorder .

-  Brandon Smith, 9th Grade Student

?D on ?t say gay ? b i l l  i n  Flor i da h ar m s stu den ts

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

 O n  Januar y 20 , Flor ida legislature 
passed the ?D on?t Say Gay? bi l l , or  the 
Paren tal  Righ ts in  Educat ion  bi l l . T h is 
bi l l  was added on to the Paren ts? Bi l l  of  
Righ ts that  gives paren ts the r igh t  to 
in for m at ion  about a ch i ld?s educat ion , 
upbr inging, and heal th  care. 

W i th  th is new bi l l  in  p lace, Flor ida 
schools are banned f rom  having 
L GBT Q + d iscussions in  school  and 
teacher s would  no longer  need a 
studen t?s consen t to out them . I n  
add i t ion  to that , th is bi l l  gives paren ts 
the abi l i ty  to take act ion  against  
schools that  d iscuss L GBT Q + top ics. 

T he bi l l  states that  ?School  d istr i ct  
per sonnel  m ay not d iscour age or  
p roh ibi t  paren tal  not i f i cat ion  of  an  
involvem en t in  cr i t i cal  decisions 
af fect ing a studen t?s m en tal , 
em ot ional , or  physical  heal th  or  

wel l -being.? I t  i s im p l ied  in  the bi l l  
that  i f  a studen t asks to go by a 
d i f feren t nam e or  set  of  p ronouns, the 
teacher  cou ld  tel l  the studen t?s paren ts 
w i thout the studen t?s consen t. 

O ut ing som eone to paren ts, 
f r iends, or  str anger s is never  
accep table, and nobody should  tel l  
som eone about thei r  iden t i ty  but the 
per son  involved. I t  shows a lack of  
r espect when  a per son  outs som eone, 
and i t  shou ld  be kep t in  m ind that 
som eone m igh t not be out because 
they are not ready to be out, or  i t  
m igh t not be safe for  them  to com e 
out to thei r  f am i ly. I n  add ing th is to 
the bi l l , schools stop  being safe p laces 
for  studen ts to be out and l ive 
authen t ical ly  when  there is always the 
poten t ial  of  being outed by paren ts 
hanging over  them .

T he fol low ing add i t ion  states that  
?A school  d istr i ct  m ay not encour age 
classroom  d iscussion  about sexual  
or ien tat ion  or  gender  iden t i ty  in  

p r im ar y gr ade levels or  in  a m anner  
that  i s not age-appropr iate or  
developm en tal ly  appropr iate for  
studen ts.? N ot al low ing L GBT Q + 
top ics to be d iscussed in  school  takes 
away represen tat ion  for  studen ts and 
takes out a par t  of  h istor y. Using the 
words ?age-appropr iate? to set  
gu idel ines about these d iscussions is 
an  easy way  to have al l  d iscussions be 
shut down . Say ing these top ics are not 
appropr iate for  som e ages p laces a 
st igm a around the top ic and m akes i t  
seem  l i ke som eth ing wei rd  and not 
nor m al .

Accord ing to the bi l l , ?A paren t of  
a studen t m ay br ing an  act ion  against  
a school  d istr i ct  to obtain  a 
declar ator y judgm en t that  a school  
d istr i ct  p rocedure or  p r act ice v iolates 
th is par agr aph  and seek in junct ive 
rel ief .? Ph r asing is key, and when  you 
use som eth ing as broad and 
undef ined as ?age-appropr iate? to set  
the l im i tat ions, i t  i s hard  for  a school  

to defend i tsel f  because paren ts cou ld  
ar gue that even  the sm al lest  talk at  any 
gr ade level  i s not appropr iate. T h is 
leaves schools defenseless and unable 
to have m uch-needed d iscussions 
about L GBT Q + cu l ture and h istor y. 

 W hat m igh t have f i r st  star ted  as 
som eth ing ensur ing paren ts are aware 
about thei r  ch i ld ren?s wel l -being has 
tur ned in to an  at tack on  L GBT Q + 
peop le. Passing th is bi l l  negat ively  
af fects L GBT Q + youth  and thei r  
m en tal  heal th  because, w i thout a safe 
p lace to have conver sat ions about 
gender  and iden t i ty, there is no 
awareness in  schools and peop le are 
less toler an t. L GBT Q + top ics should  
not be taboo and the Flor ida 
L egislature should  not have the power  
to regu late how these th ings are 
d iscussed and how L GBT Q + peop le 
ex ist . T h is bi l l  does m ore har m  than  
good, and i f  i t  i s kep t in  p lace Flor ida 
schools w i l l  not  be a safe p lace for  
L GBT Q + studen ts to th r ive and lear n .

VIEWPOINT

By E. LEAT H
Staff Writer

Vi r tu al  l ear n i n g sh ou ldn 't  l ead  to th e death  of  sn ow  days

For  m any, snow days can  m ean  
sledd ing w i th  f r iends and dr ink ing 
hot chocolate w i th  f am i ly. N ot on ly  
does i t  give t im e for  w in ter - related  
act iv i t ies, but  gives ch i ld ren  the 
oppor tun i ty  to step  back f rom  school  
responsibi l i t ies and m ake l i felong 
m em or ies. But w i th  the newfound 
use of  v i r tual  lear n ing, snow days m ay 
not be what they used to be.

 I n  an  announcem en t sen t out by 
M CPS last  W ednesday, Febr uar y 2, 
the p rospect of  v i r tual  lear n ing 
dur ing inclem en t weather  i s said  to be 

considered ?for  the rem ainder  of  the 
20 21-20 22 school  year .? 

Af ter  COVID -19 shut down  
Am er ica?s schools for  over  a year, 
studen ts and teacher s al i ke have 
exper ience w i th  p lat for m s such  as 
Z oom  and Google M eets, so 
t r ansi t ion ing to on l ine lear n ing for  
snow days should  not be a p roblem , 
r igh t? 

 ?I  d isagree w i th  m ak ing snow 
days v i r tual  lear n ing days because 
there would  be [ l i t t le]  p repar at ion  for  
these days,? said  sen ior  Ethan  
D eCastro. ?W i th  so l i t t le t im e to 
p repare, v i r tual  lessons would  
becom e poin t less lessons.? 

I nstead of  wast ing teacher ?s t im e 
and resources, the break given  by 
snow days should  be taken  advan tage 
of  for  lesson  p lann ing, gr ad ing, and 
m ore. 

 D eCastro also exp lains the 
im por tance of  per sonal  lear n ing 
oppor tun i t ies th rough  snow days, 
such  as ?shovel ing snow and gett ing 
snow of f  the car .? I f  stuck in  thei r  
r oom s al l  day star ing at  a com puter  
screen , these sk i l ls w i l l  not  be easi ly  
m ade. As a ch i ld , D eCastro says h is 
typ ical  snow day consisted  of  
?catch [ing] up  on  sleep  and 
hom ewor k ,? wh i le also ?shovel ing the 
dr iveway of  [h is] elder ly  neighbor ?s 

house to help .? 
 Al though  on l ine school  p roved to 

be m ajor ly  usefu l  for  p reven t ing the 
spread of  COVID  dur ing the 
20 19-20 20  and 20 20 -20 21 academ ic 
year s, now that we are back to 
in -per son  lear n ing, do we real ly  need 
to incor por ate i t  in to our  l i ves in  
rep lacem en t of  snow days? 

O ne or  two days of  weather  
cancel lat ions should  not have a last ing 
im pact on  the lear n ing and 
developm en t of  studen ts. I nstead, 
studen ts should  be encour aged to go 
outside and m ake new m em or ies. 

VIEWPOINT

By M ADDY RUBERY
Editor- in-Chief

http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com,
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Cou gar  Cr u sh es 
By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Staff Writer

As a f un  way to com m em or ate 
Valen t ine's D ay, T he Prowler  has 
asked Q O  studen ts who thei r  teacher  
?cr ushes? are. I  m ean , who can  deny 
our  love for  our  staf f , as they teach  so 
passionately? L et?s hear  what studen ts 
had to say.

O ne vote goes for  M r. Ryan  
D im m ick , Q O ?s on ly  m ale Span ish  
teacher. An  anonym ous Span ish  
studen t said , ?M y teacher  cr ush  is M r. 
D im m ick because he is ver y ath let i c, 
and he?s l i ke younger  and cool .? 
Af ter wards, she gushed, ?I  love a 
bi l ingual  m an .?

Another  cr ush  is ded icated  to M r. 
Br yan  M ack, a social  stud ies teacher  
who m oved to Q O  f rom  Ridgeview 
M idd le School , and has m anaged to 
catch  the at ten t ion  of  h is studen ts. 
?M y teacher  cr ush  is M r. M ack 
because I  r eal ly  l i ke the way he talks, 
and I  l i ke how he uses the m i l i tar y  
alphabet,? said  another  anonym ous 
studen t. N ext, wh i le sm i l ing, she 
rejoiced, ?W hen  he gives us the 

N ear pod codes, i t  just  adds som e extr a 
sp ice, and he is ver y k ind . Except?  he 
doesn?t rem em ber  m y nam e.?

W e can?t for get about the 
?chem istr y? in  the science depar tm en t. 
W hen  asked who her  teacher  cr ush  
was, an  AP Bio studen t exclaim ed, 
?D ef in i tely  M r. L anham . H e is the 
cutest  per son  I ?ve ever  m et. H is sou l  i s 
just  pure of  science and knowledge. I f  
he cou ld  l i ve in  a wor ld  that?s m ade up  
of  science, and on ly  science, he would  
in  a hear tbeat.? Another  AP Bio 
studen t had to agree. ?M r. L anham . 
H e wear s the sam e th ing ever y day, 
but i t?s so cute. H e wear s the br acelets 
that  we m ake h im , and he answer s al l  
of  our  quest ions. H e also talks about 
h is crows a lot , wh ich  is ador able.?

Regard ing the m ath  depar tm en t, 
studen ts? love for  the teacher s is l i ke 
d iv id ing by zero? i t  can 't  be def ined! 
O ne aggressive lear ner  on  the AP 
Calcu lus bus answered, ?M r. Jer n igan ! 
W hen  he pushes around that red  car t , 
he real ly  gr asps m y hear t . I t  r eal ly  gets 

m e when  he 
dream s about 
how we are 
f ai l ing calcu lus; 
i t  r eal ly  shows 
he cares about 
us. T here is no 
other  op t ion  but 
to get those 5?s, 
so I  w i l l  get  a 5 
for  M r. 
Jer n igan .? 

An  H onor s 
Precalcu lus 
studen t had 
another  
p reference. ?I  
have to go w i th  
M r s. Stein  
because I  r eal ly  
l i ke how she 
teaches m ath , and she also real ly  l i kes 
M egan  T hee Stal l ion .? Stein  is a 
popular  cr ush  am ongst studen ts, as 
another  H onor s Precalc. studen t 
shared, ?M y teacher  cr ush  is M r s. 

Stein  because even  though  she?s 
scream ing at  us at  the top  of  her  lungs 
and r inging a cowbel l  in  our  f aces, we 
al l  know she m eans wel l .?

I t?s that  t im e of  year . L ove is in  the ai r . Chocolates, f lower s, and teddy bear s ci r cu late wh i le coup les get engaged and 
share ?I  love yous.?? Valen t ines D ay isn?t m erely  to celebr ate your  sign i f i can t other ; i t  i s a t im e to appreciate the ones you love, 
especial ly  w i th  al l  the chaos in  these past few m on ths. So don?t sob and gr ieve i f  you don?t have a date. Al ter nat ively, use i t  as 
an  excuse to eat loads of  chocolate al l  by your  lonesom e? just  k idd ing! Spend the day as a way to cher ish  love for  what i t  i s: 
m essy, vu lner able, accep t ing, and however  else you m ay see i t . 

Content Notice: T his article describes 
violent incidents.

T he shoot ing at  M agr uder  H igh  
School  has been  one of  the m ost 
talked-about subjects th roughout the 
coun ty for  about a coup le of  weeks 
now. 

T he detai ls of  the shoot ing are 
ver y har row ing and have m any detai ls 
the publ ic deser ves to know. Fi r st  of f , 
the shooter  was a 17-year-old  studen t, 
Steven  Alston  Jr ., who had p lans to 
set t le a d iscrepancy in  the boys 
bath room  w i th  a fel low studen t. Af ter  
the m eet-up  of  the two studen ts wen t 
south , Alston  p roceeded to poin t  a 9 
m m  ghost gun  at  the head of  the other  
15-year-old  studen t. Alston  ended up  
op t ing not to go for  the head shot, but  
instead to shoot h im  in  the leg.

T he v ict im  was found m inutes 
later  af ter  secur i ty  i ssued a hal lway 
sweep, wh ich  was when  M agr uder  
wen t in to lockdown .

T he speci f i c detai ls are ver y 
im por tan t to th is stor y, but  the actual  
hum an  exper ience dur ing the t im e 
m akes i t  possible for  the aud ience to 
t r u ly  under stand the si tuat ion . T h is i s 
why I  chose to in ter v iew M agr uder  
jun ior  Sasha Balder r am a to f i l l  m e in  
on  what happened that day. 
(Responses have been  ed i ted  sl igh t ly  
for  clar i ty.)

Q : W h at w er e you  doi n g bef or e th e 
i n ci den t?
A: I  was in  AP L ang and we were 
actual ly  going over  test  answer s.

Q : W h en  d i d  you  f i r st  r eal i ze 
som eth i n g w as w r on g?
A: O h , oh , oh , when  our  p r incipal  
actual ly  cam e on  to the 
announcem en ts and sounded l i ke he 
was going to cr y, he was l i ke out of  
breath , l i ke he was r unn ing or  

som eth ing. H e said  we had to go in to  

lockdown  and he sounded l i ke he was 
going to cr y. H is breath  was shaky. 
And that 's when  we knew som eth ing 
was wrong.

Q : D id  you  k n ow  w h o th e sh ooter  or  
th e v i ct im  w as? 
A: N o, I  d idn?t. N one of  m y f r iends 
knew h im , ei ther . I  heard  that he was 
new? l ike no one real ly  knew h im , 
because he was new.

Q : H ow  d i d  th e teach er s r eact? O r , 
m or e sp eci f i cal l y, h ow  d i d  you r  
teach er  r eact? 
A: O h , she was real ly  calm  and she 
took i t  ser iously. W e wen t next to the 
wal ls and tur ned of f  the l igh ts, l i ke the 
nor m al  p rocedure. T hen  she sat at  her  
desk wai t ing for  em ai ls and so for  l i ke 
f ive hour s, she was just  at  her  
com puter  receiv ing em ai ls, but  they 
never  real ly  told  us any th ing. W e had 
to f ind  out our selves. N one of  our  
teacher s told  us...i t  was a shoot ing. W e 
had to look i t  up  our selves. 

I  got  hom e at l i ke 7:30  [PM ], 
because the whole road was closed. 
W e d idn?t get out un t i l  6:30  [PM ] and 
we wen t in to lockdown  at  l i ke 1 
o'clock . T hen  i t  m el lowed down : we 
d idn 't  have to be against  the wal l  for  
the whole t im e. W e p layed cards and 
we even  watched a m ovie, so i t  was 
f ine af ter wards.

Q : Can  you  gi ve m e ex am p les of  h ow  
stu den ts w er e r eact i n g i n  you r  cl ass?
A: Yeah  but when  we f i r st  found out, 
l i ke [som e] were on  the ver ge of  
cr y ing. I  was f ine, but ever yone was 
react ing d i f feren t ly, so I  can?t speak 
for  ever ybody. I  knew I  was f ine; we 

were just  r eal ly  cur ious because no 
one real ly  knew any th ing. T hen  we 
were just  bored and peop le real ly  
needed to pee. T h is guy peed in  a 
bott le in  m y classroom , in  the cor ner , 
then  we watched a m ovie. T hen  we 
were p lay ing cards.

Q : N ow, l ast ly, cou ld  you  tel l  m e w h at 

w as goi n g th r ou gh  you r  h ead  at  th e 
t im e? 
A: D ur ing the lockdown , I  was hungr y 
because I  d idn?t eat any th ing the 
whole day. W hen  we f i r st  d id  the 
lockdown , I  was real ly  cur ious because 
I  d idn 't  know what was happen ing. 
T hey lef t  us in  the dar k . Fi r st  they said  
som eone got stabbed, but then  they 
found he got shot because of  the 
gunshot wound. 

I  was actual ly  real ly  scared for  m y 
f r iends because they were r igh t  next 
to where the guy got shot. Ever yone 
was text ing m e i f  I  was f ine, and I  was 
l i ke, ?Yeah , yeah , I ?m  f ine.? 

I  passed the bath room  before i t  
happened, and then  you know how 
the shooter  was in  the bu i ld ing st i l l? 
W el l , he actual ly  wen t in to one of  m y 
f r iend?s sister ?s classroom s and was 
si t t ing r igh t  in  f r on t  of  her , so I  was 
real ly  scared for  her . T hey, l i ke, busted  
in to the room  w i th  al l  the guns 
poin ted  at  them , so that was 
tr aum atic. 

I  just  r eal ly  wan ted to go hom e. I  
also d idn?t real ly  wan t to go to school  
the next week. Because i t  was just  
d i f feren t. M onday we had no school  
and Tuesday was a hal f -day because 
counselor s cam e in  and talked to us, 
then  we lef t . T hen  W ednesday was a 
regu lar  day. 

Q : D id  an yon e h ear  i t?
A: T hat 's why they though t i t  was a 
stabbing, because no one heard  i t .

Q : N ow  th i s m ay be a h ar d  qu est i on  
to an sw er , bu t  w h at  do you  th i n k  
you r  sch ool  cou ld  h ave don e bet ter ? 
A: I t 's not  real ly  the school 's f au l t  

because i t 's the gover nm en t 's f au l t  
w i th  the gun  con trol . I  feel  l i ke the 
school  cou ldn?t real ly  do any th ing 
other  than  hand le i t  a bi t  bet ter . O ur  
p r incipal  said , ?T here?s noth ing to 
wor r y  about,? but the shooter  was st i l l  
in  the bu i ld ing when  he said  that . 
W h ich  led  paren ts to bel ieve that 

ever y th ing was safe, but  then  the news 

was l i ke, ?O h  no, the shooter  was 
inside the school .? 

T he studen ts d idn?t know [the 
shooter  was inside the school]  un t i l  
the SW AT  team  cam e in  and poin ted  
guns at  them . I t  took a long t im e for  
the pol ice of f i cer s to com e because 
they d idn 't  com e t i l l   way af ter . 

So I  th ink we cou ld?ve known  
m ore. Peop le would  th ink i t  would  
create pan ic, but  i f  i t  was m y sister  in  
the room  w i th  the shooter , I  would  
wan t to know. 

Q : D oes I zzy  [h er  you n ger  si ster ]  go 
to M agr u der ? 
A: She m igh t next year . Yeah , she?s a 
f r eshm an  next year .

Q : W h at ar e you r  v i ew s on  gu n  
con tr o l? 
A: W el l , I  th ink the second 
am endm en t i s real ly  real ly  outdated, 
and we don?t real ly  need i t  anym ore. 
And I  feel  l i ke we don?t real ly  need 
guns anym ore. Even  though  peop le 
wan t them  for  l i ke hun t ing and 
whatever, I  th ink we should  have 
stronger  gun  laws. But the am oun t of  
school  shoot ings we have had th is 
year , [and] last  year  school  shoot ings 
were at  an  al l - t im e h igh? oh  m y god, 
yeah , that 's i t . I  don?t even  wanna get 
in to i t . I  am  st i l l  m ad about i t . 

Q & A : I n si de th e M agr u der  sh oot i n g w i th  M H S stu den t

COURTESY OF SASHA BALDERRAMA

 SWAT team making sure students get out 
safely at Magruder High School.

By SAM  SM I T H
Staff Writer 



D O U B L E T RU C K  T H E  P R OW L E R6 7F E B R UA R Y  11, 2 0 2 2

B l ack  H i st or y  M on t h
A  cl oser  l o ok  at  t h e i m p act  an d  ach i ev em en t s m ad e by  t h e b l ack  com m un i t y  

It?s impor tant  to note that  the idea of  Black  Histor y 

Month didn?t  f i r st  or iginate unt i l  1915, and Black  Histor y 

Month didn?t  become of f icial  unt i l  1976. In 1915, Car ter  

G. Wilson, known as the ?Father  of  Black  Histor y,? 

cr eated the Associat ion for  the Study of  Negr o Li fe and 

Histor y. This became the star t ing point  of  the 

celebr ator y and honor able Febr uar y month. 

Never theless, i t  wasn?t  unt i l  11 year s later  unt i l  Woodson 

int r oduced the f i r st  ?Negr o Histor y Week,? and i t  wasn?t  

unt i l  1976 that  Texas A& M Univer si ty Afr o-Amer ican 

histor y pr ofessor  Alber t  Br oussar d tur ned this week into 

a month-long celebr at ion. 

Below ar e f ive simple ways to honor  Black  Histor y Month:

D i d  y ou  k n ow  B l ack  H i st or y  M on t h  accom p an i es 
a  t h em e each  y ea r ? 

T h i s y ea r ?s t h em e i s B l ack  H eal t h  an d  W el l n ess, 
p a r t i cu l a r l y  l o ok i n g  at  h ow  A m er i can  
h eal t h ca r e h as un d er m i n ed  t h e b l ack  com m un i t y  
an d  i t s  ach i ev em en t  i n  m o d er n  m ed i ci n e. 

Mar y Keener  invented the 
adjustable sanitar y belt . Sadly, 
she wasn?t  able to pr of i t  of f  of  her  
invent ion due to r acial  
discr iminat ion and ended up 
losing the patent  r ights to the 
pr oduct . The sanitar y belt  was a 
huge success and was used by 
many women in the 50s &  60s. 

Peop l e m ay  ask : W h y  Feb r ua r y ? 

Feb r ua r y  i s  a  n ot ab l e m on t h  f or  b l ack  
f i g u r es. Sp eci f i cal l y , Feb r ua r y  i s  t h e 
b i r t h  m on t h  of  t w o  f i g u r es w h o  a r e 
of  g r eat  i m p or t an ce t o  t h e b l ack  p ast : 
U .S. Pr esi d en t  A b r ah am  L i n col n , b or n  
Feb r ua r y  12, w h o  i ssued  t h e 
E m an ci p at i on  Pr o cl am at i on , an d  
A f r i can - A m er i can  ab ol i t i on i st  
Fr ed er i ck  D oug l ass, b or n  Feb r ua r y  14 .

Numer ous notable genr es of  music contain 

Afr ican r oots. What  star ted of f  as a way for  ear ly 

slaves to communicate with one another  

t r ansfor med into music, and now ever y genr e 

or iginat ing in Amer ica has black  r oots. Yet , black  

music isn?t  solely f r om the U.S black  exper ience; i t  

is f r om the global black  exper ience. St r etching 

f r om al l  over  the globe, popular  genr es of  music 

today ar e f r om Afr ican descent , such as the blues 

and hip-hop in Amer ica, Ragga and Calypso in the 

Car ibbean, Br i t  funk  and acid jazz in the UK, and 

thousands mor e.

W e sh ou l d  al w ay s st r i v e t o  supp or t  
b l ack  ow n ed  b usi n esses, as t h ey  d eser v e 
t o  r ecei v e t h e sam e p ub l i ci t y  as 
w h i t e- ow n ed  b usi n esses. I f  y ou  ev er  f eel  
l i k e t r y i n g  ou t  a  n ew  p l ace, w h et h er  
i t 's  t o  eat  or  sh op , con si d er  v i si t i n g  on e 
of  t h ese b l ack - ow n ed  b usi n esses i n  
M on t g om er y  Coun t y . (T h i s l i st  i s  f r om  
T h e M o Co  Sh ow .)  

RESTAURANTS 

- Afr ican Palace -

Gaither sbur g 

(301) 926-5244

 - The Car ibbean Flavor   -

Ger mantown

 (240) 477-8616

 - Yor k  Cast le Ice Cr eam -

Rockvi l le

 (301) 217-5840

 - Black  Lion Cafe -

 Rockvi l le 

(240) 907-2994

Among many wel l-known black  
ar t ists, Louis Ar mst r ong 

(1901-1971) lef t  a signif icant  
impr int  on jazz and is consider ed 

one of  i ts founding father s. 
Ar mst r ong was a musician, 

composer, and leading t r umpeter  .

GOODS &  SERVICES 

Online Stor e: IG @beautyr ocks_

 - Image Cr eator s - 

 Ger mantown 

(301) 444-8153 

- Bevan's Gr ooming - 

Gaither sbur g 

(240) 408-2773 

- Gr oomed by Haye  -

 Gaither sbur g 

(301) 355-8066

B y  GR A CE  G N A M OA  &  M A D I SON  SH ER M A N  
St af f  W r i t er s

* Lear n about  notewor thy Black  f igur es and their  cont r ibut ions

* Donate to char i t ies that  suppor t  ant i-r acism equity and equal i ty and get  involved in non-pr of i t  
or ganizat ions, such as Black  Lives Mat ter  and the NAACP

* Pur chase and shar e books by black  author s

* Visi t  a Black  or  Afr ican Amer ican Histor y Museum

*Appr eciate  the  cont r ibut ions Black  people have made  to  society

T h e st or y  of  B l ack  H i st or y  M on t h

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
FLICKR

Pan A frican Flag
Red: the blood that uni tes al l  Black  
people and thei r ancestry
Black : al l  b lack  people ex isting as a 
nation
Green: abundant natural  w eal th in 
A frica

http://businesses.You
http://businesses.You
http://businesses.You
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Capr icor n  th is, Gem in i  that , and 
what about an  Ar ies? T hat 's what 
ever yone seem s to be talk ing about 
these days-  how som ehow, in  som e 
way, the day of  the m on th  we were 
bor n  on  and the m agical  al ignm en t of  
the star s af fects how we act . But I  have 
a d i f feren t per spect ive, on  a bigger  
scale? what about what gener at ion  
you were bor n  in? T hat sounds m ore 
real ist i c, doesn 't  i t? I n  f act , i t  i s; there 
is m ore research  and fact-based 
knowledge that ind icates that our  
gener at ion  af fects us as a per son . 

Star t ing on  the lar gest gener at ion  
on  the older  end, i s Gener at ion  X , 
m ore com m on ly known  as the 
?latch -key? gener at ion . T h is group  is 
gener al ly  def ined as being bor n  in  the 
year s 1965-1980 . Gen  X  is considered 
the sm al lest  gener at ion  as a resu l t  of  
the ?p i l l ,? being in troduced in  1960 , as 
wel l  as abor t ion  being m ore avai lable 
due to the r u l ing in  Roe vs. W ade in  
1973-  out of  ever y 10  Gen  X  babies 
conceived , 3 were abor ted  (Stan ley K, 
H enshaw 20 0 8).

M any Gen  Xer s look back at  thei r  
ch i ldhood and real ize how m uch  tr ust  
thei r  paren ts had in  them . T hey got 
thei r  label  as the ?latch -key? 
gener at ion  f rom  of ten  com ing hom e 
to an  em pty house w i th  less paren tal  
super v ision , therefore using the latch  
key thei r  paren ts gave them  to get in to 
the house wh i le they were at  wor k . 
M ore and m ore wom en  were en ter ing 
the wor k force, leav ing no paren t at  
hom e. D iane Jam ison  (Q O  paren t), 
bor n  in  1965 w i th  two paren ts who 
wor ked in  the gover nm en t, says, ?I  
walked to and f rom  school  th rough  
woods on  m y own  when  I  was on ly  8, 
then  would  go p lay in  the 

neighbor hood in  the dar k af ter  
d inner. I  had no cel l  phone for  m y 
paren ts to t r ack m e.? 

T h is sense of  independence 
blossom ed th roughout thei r  wor k and 
school  l i f e, as Gen  X  wen t on  to be 
m ore educated than  thei r  paren ts. 
T hey developed a heavy 
en trepreneur ial  sense of  wor k and 
becam e ver y sel f  r el ian t  and f lex ible 
al l  wh i le creat ing a strong wor k- l i fe 
balance. 

Evolv ing f rom  the latchkey 

gener at ion  com es the M i l lenn ials or  
Gener at ion  Y. M i l lenn ials were bor n  
in  the year s 1980 -1996 and are 
considered to have grown  up  in  the 
?In ter net Age.? Apps such  as Tw i t ter , 
Tum blr , I nstagr am , and Snapchat 
were released when  the younger  end 
of  Gen  Y were p re- teens and 
teenager s. Accord ing to a Stat ista 
ar t i cle on  in ter net usage am ong 
M i l lenn ials, they ?had the h ighest 
social  m ed ia usage reach  am ong 
adul ts in  the Un i ted  States w i th  
Facebook, YouTube and I nstagr am ? ?.  
Cur ren t ly, M i l lenn ials bel ieve that in  

order  to do thei r  job, thei r  in ter net 
access should  be a hum an  r igh t  
(Joseph  Johnson , Stat ista 20 21). 

 M i l lenn ials are bel ieved to have 
grown  up  in  a ch i ldhood where 
par t i cipat ion  awards were given  in  
ever y spor t  and were constan t ly  
p r aised and shel tered  by thei r  paren ts 
who d id  not exper ience th is sam e 
over protect iveness. Because of  th is, 
they bel ieved f rom  a young age, they 
were special  and thei r  con f idence was 
extrem ely h igh -  th is at t r ibute seem s 

to sh ine th rough  th roughout thei r  
adu l thood. Based on  N PI  (N arcissist i c 
Per sonal i ty  I nven tor y) sur veys, a sense 
of  en t i t lem en t and narcissism  
increased am ong the age group  
considered to be Gen  Y. Psychologist  
Jean  Twenge even  wrote a book in  
20 0 6 cal led  Generation M e that  
focuses on  un real ist i c l i fe expectat ions 
M i l lenn ials possess due to how they 
were r aised. 

O n  a m ore posi t ive note, 
M i l lenn ials seem  to seek m ore 
m ean ing beh ind  thei r  wor k and wan t 
to know the ?why? beh ind  what they 

do. Even  though  they m igh t have 
un real ist i c expectat ions, they st i l l  hold  
them selves to a h igh  standard . 

L ast ly, let?s talk about our  young 
adul ts and teens of  society? Gen  Z ,  
def ined as peop le bor n  between  1997 
and 20 12. Gen  Z  bends m ore of  the 
establ ished ideas created by past 
gener at ions such  as sexual i ty, gender, 
body im age, etc. T he gener at ion  as a 
whole also tends to be m ore 
lef t - lean ing pol i t i cal ly, and due to 
par t i cipat ion  in  pol i t i cs am ong Gen  Z , 
p rotests have tr ip led  between  20 0 6 
and 20 20 , accord ing to the 
W ash ington  Post. 

Al though  Gen  Z  has been  
break ing m ore conser vat ive standards 
am ong society, they str uggle w i th  
m ore m en tal  i ssues than  any other  
gener at ion .A study f rom  the Br i t i sh  
N at ional  H eal th  Ser v ice (N H S) shows 
between  1999 and 20 17, the num ber  of  
ch i ld ren  below the age of  16 suf fer ing 
f rom  at least  one m en tal  d isorder  
increased f rom  11.4% to 13.6%. Being 
refer red  to as the ?L onel iest  
Gener at ion ,? accord ing to the O ECD  
PISA sur veys, 15-year-olds in  20 15 had 
a tougher  t im e m ak ing f r iends at  
school  than  ten  year s before, due to 
in tr usive paren t ing, heavy use of  
electron ic dev ices, and concer ns over  
academ ic per for m ance and job 
p rospects. 

O ther  in ter nal ized stressor s such  
as issues l i ke gun  con  trol , pol i ce 
br u tal  i  ty  and cl i m ate change?have 
lead to the increase level  of  p ressure 
am ong Gen  Z . D esp i te the m any 
heavy burdens such  a young 
gener at ion  endures, Gen  Z  is on  tr ack 
to be the best educated gener at ion  yet, 
and sim i lar  to M i l lenn ials look for  
m ore passion  beh ind  thei r  wor k and 
care less about salar ies and m ore 
about thei r  pur pose in  l i fe.

 

H ow what years we were born in affects how we ended up
Col l at i on  of  th e Gen er at i on s

Q O  com m u n i ty  r eacts to cr i t i ci sm  of  
T ay lor  Sw i f t?s son gw r i t i n g

Tay lor  Sw i f t  i s a nam e alm ost 
ever ybody knows. She has been  in  the 
m usic industr y  for  near ly  two decades, 
releasing her  f i r st  album  in  20 0 6. 
Since then , Sw i f t  has released eigh t 
m ore album s, wh ich  have al l  done 
extr aord inar i ly  wel l  and have 
al together  sold  over  10 0  m i l l ion  
cop ies. 

Sw i f t  i s notor ious for  w r i t ing f rom  
her  per sonal  exper iences, w i th  the 
ly r ics of  her  songs sound ing l i ke they 
were pu l led  out of  a page f rom  her  
d iar y. ?I  th ink she?s a f an tast ic 
songwr i ter ,? jun ior  Carol ine Axley 
said . ?H er  wr i t ing is just  so relatable, 
even  i f  you?ve never  been  th rough  a 
cr azy breakup?  You can  just  k ind  of  

feel  i t  and put your sel f  in  her  
[per spect ive].? 

Sw i f t  has won  a coun t less num ber  
of  awards for  her  songwr i t ing, 
receiv ing the p rest igious H al  D avid  
Star l igh t  Award  in  20 10 , and the 
Songwr i ter  Icon  award  f rom  the 
N at ional  M usic Publ isher s? Associat ion  

in  20 21. 

N o m atter  one?s op in ion  of  Sw i f t?s 
m usic, i t  i s unden iable that  she is an  
extrem ely establ ished songwr i ter .

T hat?s why when  D am on  Albar n , 
who is best known  as the f ron tm an  
and p r im ar y ly r icist  of  the rock band 
?Blur? and as the co- founder, lead 
vocal ist , instr um en tal i st , and p r im ar y 
songwr i ter  of  the band ?Gorillaz,? 
cr i t i cized Sw i f t?s songwr i t ing, he 
received m ajor  back lash  f rom  Sw i f t?s 
f ans.

D ur ing an  in ter v iew w i th  the L os 
Angeles T im es, on  the top ic of  
songwr i t ing, in ter v iewer  M ikael  W ood 
brough t up  Sw i f t , say ing that, even  i f  
she is not ever yone?s taste, she is an  

excel len t  songwr i ter . I n  response, 
Albar n  m ade the f alse and dem ean ing 
claim  that Sw i f t  does not w r i te her  
own  songs, as she has co-wr i t ten  m any 
of  them  w i th  popular  songwr i ter s 
such  as Aaron  D esner  of  the band 
?T he N ational? and Jack An tonof f  of  
the band ?Bleachers.? 

?She doesn?t w r i te her  own  songs,? 
Albar n  said . ?I  know what co-wr i t ing 
is. Co-wr i t ing is ver y d i f feren t to 
wr i t ing. I ?m  not hat ing on  anybody, 
I ?m  just  say ing there?s a big d i f ference 
between  a songwr i ter  and a songwr i ter  

who co-wr i tes.?
Sw i f t  r esponded to Albar n?s claim s 

on  Tw i t ter , say ing, "I  w r i te AL L  of  m y 
own  songs. Your  hot take is com pletely  
f alse and SO  dam aging. You don 't  
have to l i ke m y songs but i t 's r eal ly  
f * * * *d  up  to t r y  and d iscred i t  m y 
wr i t ing. W OW ." Sarcast ical ly, Sw i f t  
also tweeted, ?PS I  w rote th is song al l  
by m ysel f  in  case you were 
wonder ing.? 

     ?I  th ink that  the statem en t was 
m ade w i thout the p roper  knowledge 
of  her  career ,? sophom ore and 
m em ber  of  Q O ?s acapel la choi r , 
Q O ver ture, Chase Pasekof f , said . ?I  
th ink that  [Tay lor ?s] songwr i t ing is 

som eth ing that real ly  sets her  apar t  
f r om  other  ar t i sts, because she wr i tes 
al l  of  her  songs.? 

Af ter  hear ing about Albar n?s 
cr i t i cism , An tonof f , who has w i tnessed 
Sw i f t?s songwr i t ing p rocess f i r st-hand, 
cam e r ush ing to her  defense. ?I?ve 
never  m et D am on  Albar n  and he?s 

never  been  to m y stud io, but  
apparen t ly  he knows m ore than  the 
rest  of  us about al l  those songs Tay lor  
w r i tes and br ings in ,? he posted  on  
Tw i t ter .

D esner, who has also wor ked 

num erous t im es w i th  Sw i f t , also 
d isagreed w i th  Albar n?s claim s. ?As 
som eone who pressured the record  of  
those around her?  your  statem en ts 
cou ld  not be f ur ther  f r om  the tr u th ,? 
D esner  said  to Albar n . ?You are 
obv iously  com pletely  clueless as to i ts 
actual  w r i t ing and wor k ing p rocess.?

D ur ing the beginn ing of  Sw i f t?s 
career , she received sim i lar  cr i t i cism  
to Albar n?s, w i th  cr i t i cs quest ion ing 
how m uch  of  the songwr i t ing p rocess 
she actual ly  takes par t  in . I n  response, 
Sw i f t  w rote the en t i r ety  of  her  th i r d  
stud io album , en t i t led  ?Speak N ow,? by 
her sel f . T h is album  per for m ed 
excep t ional ly  wel l , and was cer t i f ied  

six t im es p lat inum , m ean ing i t  has 
sold  over  six m i l l ion  cop ies.

Since then , Sw i f t  has released over  
15 m ore songs she wrote com pletely  
by her sel f .

?Tay lor ?s career  i s based on  the 
f act  that  she wr i tes her  own  songs. She 
and on ly  she can  com m un icate her  

stor ies in  a cer tain  way that connects 
her  f ans th rough  her  m usic,? said  
sophom ore Rush  M athai . ?I  r eal ly  love 
her  songwr i t ing. I t?s l i ter al ly  l i ke 
read ing a stor y. I t?s ar t i st i c and 
creat ive.? 

By H AI LEY BAKER 
Staff Writer

By REESE OWENS
Staff Writer
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VIEWPOINT

Sp ot i f y  i sn ?t  doi n g en ou gh  to 
com bat COVI D -19 m i si n f or m at i on

Just two m on ths ago, the wor ld  
was obsessed w i th  Spot i f y  W r apped, 
w i th  l i stener s eager  to see what m usic 
def ined thei r  20 21. N ow? Spot i f y  has 
at t r acted  at ten t ion  for  d i f feren t 
reasons. 

I n  M ay 20 20 , the stream ing 
ser v ice signed a con tr act  w i th  
com m en tator  Joe Rogan  that i s 
repor ted ly  wor th  over  $10 0  m i l l ion . 
T he con tr act  m ade Rogan?s podcast, 
T he Joe Rogan Experience, exclusive to 
Spot i f y. 

Rogan  has recen t ly  com e under  
f i r e for  h is choice in  podcast guests. 
L ast  D ecem ber, Rogan  featured 
doctor s Peter  M cCul lough  and Rober t  
M alone on  h is show. Both  guests have 
been  vocal  in  thei r  d istr ust  of  the 
COVID -19 vaccine.

M cCul lough  is a card iologist  who 
bel ieves in  num erous consp i r acies 
regard ing the v i r us: the pandem ic 
was p lanned, ear ly  t r eatm en ts were 
h idden  f rom  the publ ic, the d isease 
cannot be spread asym ptom at ical ly, 
and so on . M cCul lough  also said  that  
you cannot con tr act  COVID -19 tw ice, 
al though  th is has been  p roven  un tr ue 
and was even  d isputed by Rogan  on  
the show.

 H owever, M alone?s feature on  
the podcast i s lar gely  what set  of f  the 
publ ic response against  Rogan  and 
Spot i f y. M alone, who helped develop  
the m RN A technology that m ade the 
COVID -19 vaccine possible, bel ieves 
that Am er icans are ?being 

hypnot ized? by publ ic heal th  of f i cials 
such  as D r. Fauci  and even  drew 
com par isons between  m oder n -day 
Am er ica and N azi  Ger m any. M alone 
has also refer red  to th is phenom enon  
as ?psychosis,? al though  he has 
recen t ly  stopped using that ter m .

In  an  in ter v iew w i th  Rolling Stone, 
ep idem iologist  Katr ine W al lace 
den ied  M alone?s claim s. ?T hese are 
f r inge ideas not backed in  science, 
and hav ing i t  on  a huge p lat for m  
m akes i t  seem  there are two sides to 
th is i ssue. And there are real ly  not. 
T he over whelm ing ev idence is the 
vaccine wor ks, and i t  i s safe,? W al lace 
said . 

Rogan  claim s that he is not 
?an t i -vaxx,? but h is act ions haven?t 
shown  that he is ?pro-vaxx,? ei ther . 
O n  an  Apr i l  ep isode of  h is podcast, 
he said  he d id  not under stand the 
need for  young peop le to get 
vaccinated , say ing, ?I f  you?re l i ke 21 
year s old , and you say to m e, ?Should  
I  get  vaccinated??, I ?l l  go, ?N o.?? 

T h is i s especial ly  dangerous af ter  
consider ing the r i sks  unvaccinated  
young Am er icans f ace. Accord ing to a 
study f rom  the W ash ington  State 
D epar tm en t of  H eal th , unvaccinated  
adu l ts between  the ages of  12? 34 were 
3 t im es m ore l i kely  to con tr act  
COVID -19 and 5 t im es m ore l i kely  to 
be hosp i tal i zed  for  COVID -19 than  
thei r  vaccinated  coun ter par ts. 

W h i le Rogan?s rem ar ks are 
t r oubl ing enough  on  thei r  own , the 
f act  that  he has chosen  to p lat for m  
peop le who weapon ize thei r  m ed ical  
degree in  order  to spread 
m isin for m at ion  is even  m ore 

upsett ing.   
Al though  Spot i f y  p roh ibi ts 

any th ing ?that p rom otes dangerous 
f alse or  dangerous decept ive con ten t 
about COVID -19,? Rogan  d id  exact ly  
that  wh i le f acing no repercussions 
f rom  the com pany. Spot i f y  has 
p rom ised to adm in ister  war n ings on  
al l  podcast ep isodes that d iscuss the 
v i r us, as wel l  as p rov ide l i stener s w i th  
l inks to accur ate COVID -19 
in for m at ion . 

D an iel  Ek , Spot i f y?s CEO , has 
adm i t ted  that he d isagrees w i th  
Rogan  on  m any issues but refused to 
rem ove the ep isodes featur ing 
M cCul lough  and M alone, say ing, ?I f  
we wan t even  a shot at  ach iev ing our  
bold  am bi t ions, i t  w i l l  m ean  hav ing 
con ten t on  Spot i f y  that  m any of  us 
m ay not be p roud to be associated  
w i th . N ot any th ing goes, but there 
w i l l  be op in ions, ideas, and bel ief s 
that  we d isagree w i th  strongly  and 
even  m akes us angr y or  sad.?

W h i le th is inclusiv i ty  sounds 
great in  theor y, an t i -vaccine 
p ropaganda should  not be held  to the 
sam e standards as con f l i ct ing pol i t i cal  
v iews. I f  podcaster s wan t to share 
pol i t i cal  ?hot takes,? that  i s com pletely  
in  thei r  r igh t , but  they should  not be 
al lowed to spread m edical  
m isin for m at ion  w i thout 
consequences. 

O n  Febr uar y 5, Rogan  rem oved 
70  of  h is podcast ep isodes and posted 
a v ideo on  I nstagr am  apologizing for  
h is use of  r acial  slur s and of fensive 
jokes. H e has not rem oved any of  h is 
ep isodes relat ing to the pandem ic. Ek 
has also p rom ised to devote $10 0  

m i l l ion  (rough ly  the sam e am oun t as 
Rogan?s con tr act) to the ?l i censing, 
developm en t, and m ar ket ing of  
m usic? and aud io con ten t f r om  
h istor ical ly  m ar ginal ized groups,? in  a 
m em o obtained by Axios. 

I n  response to Spot i f y?s l i censing 
deal  w i th  Rogan , m usicians N ei l  
Young and Jon i  M i tchel l  have asked 
the com pany to pu l l  thei r  en t i r e 
d iscogr aph ies f rom  the p lat for m . 
Accord ing to a Billboard ar t i cle, th is 
decision  w i l l  cost  them  about 10 % of  
thei r  over al l  r evenue. I n  add i t ion , 
podcast host Brené Brown  has 
announced that her  Spot i f y -exclusive 
podcasts, Unlocking Us and  Dare to 
Lead, w i l l  be on  pause ?un t i l  f u r ther  
not ice.?

M any consum er s now f ind  
them selves in  an  uncom for table 
posi t ion . T hey do not wan t to suppor t  
a stream ing ser v ice doing so l i t t le to 
f igh t  m isin for m at ion , but they also 
don?t have a lot  of  op t ions. T here?s 
always App le M usic or  Am azon  
M usic, but  nei ther  com pany is known  
for  being par t i cu lar ly  eth ical . 

W h i le I  don?t th ink l i stener s have 
to boycott  the com pany, I  do th ink 
that  we need to keep  putt ing p ressure 
on  Spot i f y. T hey on ly  star ted  putt ing 
COVID -19 adv isor y war n ings on  
podcast ep isodes because of  the 
back lash  they received over  
p lat for m ing Rogan . I f  we con t inue to 
cal l  the com pany out, they just  m igh t 
l i sten . 

By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Senior Staff Writer

I s season  tw o of  Eu p h or i a w or th  w atch i n g?

T he H BO  show Euphoria, loved by 
m any teens and adolescen ts, ai red  the 
f i r st  ep isode f rom  i ts second season  
on  Januar y 9. 

T he show takes p lace in  Souther n  
Cal i for n ia, where we watch  the show 
th rough  the m ain  char acter  Rue 
Bennett?s poin t  of  v iew. 

I n  the f i r st  season , we see Rue 
nav igate her  str uggles w i th  sobr iety  
and love l i fe as she fal ls in  love w i th  
another  m ain  char acter , Ju les Vaughn . 
T h roughout the f i r st  season , we see 
the char acter s str uggle to f igure out 
thei r  sexual i ty, bu i ld  up  thei r  
sel f -esteem , and nav igate l i fe as 
teenager s.  

 So far , f i ve ep isodes have been  
released and the stor y l ine is al l  over  
the p lace. T he on ly  th ing that has 
stayed consisten t i s Rue str uggl ing 
w i th  add ict ion . T he season  star ts of f  
on  N ew Year ?s Eve where we see 
another  m ain  char acter , Cassie 
H oward , si t t ing in  f r on t  of  a w ine and 
l iquor  store in tox icated . She gets 

p icked up  by her  best f r iend?s 
ex-boy f r iend, N ate Jacobs. T he two 
get even  m ore dr unk and star t  doing 
r i sky th ings beh ind  thei r  good f r iend, 
M add ie Perez?s, back. 

At the par ty, we are in troduced to 
El l iot , who p rov ides and takes dr ugs 

w i th  Rue. Rue star ts to inv i te her  
gi r l f r iend, Ju les, over  to El l iot 's house, 
wh ich  spar ks a connect ion  between  
Ju les and El l iot . D ue to Rue being 
in tox icated  or  not even  being there 
dur ing thei r  hangouts, Ju les ends up  
cheat ing on  El l iot .

So far , the season  has been  a 
str uggle to keep  up  w i th . I  have l i ked  
bi ts and p ieces such  as when  we were 
shown  the upbr inging of  Fez, the local  
d r ug dealer , and how h is gr andm other  
r aised  and taugh t h im  and h is 
brother  ever y th ing there is to know 
about r unn ing a dr ug car tel . 

L ike m any watcher s, I  also real ly  
l i ke the aesthet ics and the outf i ts each  
char acter  wear s. T he d im  l igh t ing, 
sunsets, and constan t r ain ing add to 
the gloom y stor y. T here is m uch  
an t icipat ion  to see what new m akeup 
look and outf i t  w i l l  be shown  in  each  
ep isode.  

M any ar gue that the show is not 
appropr iate for  teenager s and the p lot  
shou ld?ve been  set in  col lege instead 

of  h igh  school . I  com pletely  agree, 
especial ly  w i th  the gr aph ic scenes we 
see. I  am  not a big f an  of  seeing teen  
char acter s being sexual ized, and I  f ind  
i t  ver y unnecessar y and 
uncom for table. I f  the wr i ter s feel  i t  i s 
necessar y to include gr aph ic scenes, i t  
would  be m uch  better  to al lude to i t , 

or  in  th is case, have the nar r ator  
exp lain  what happens as the cam er a 

pans of f . I  hope that in  the f u ture, 
w r i ter s for  shows tar geted towards 
adolescen ts stop  sexual izing 
under aged char acter s.

 O ver al l , I  would  give the show a 
f ive out of  ten  star s. T he show 
def in i tely  tugs on  your  hear tstr ings 
and has you wan t ing to know what 
happens next. H owever, th is show is 
p ret ty  heavy and gr aph ic, so p lease 
watch  w i th  caut ion . You can  watch  
season  two of  Euphoria on  H BO  M ax.

Official promotional poster

REVIEW

By GRACE GNAM OA
Staff Writer

Rating: 
5/ 10  
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Su p er  Bow l  LV I : Ram s vs. Ben gals 

I f  I  to ld  you a year  ago that the 
Bengals would  be p lay ing in  Super  
Bowl LVI , you?d cal l  m e cr azy. T he 
team  was a year  rem oved f rom  a 2-14 
season  and had just  gone 4-11-1. T here 
wasn?t m uch  hope in  T he Q ueen  Ci ty. 
En ter  Joe Bur row. T he 2nd year  
quar ter back out of  L SU  who had tor n  
h is ACL  in  the year  p r ior  alm ost 
single-handed ly  tur ned around the 
cu l ture of  a str uggl ing f r anch ise. 
Bur row led  the Bengals to a 10 -7 
record  in  the regu lar  season . 

 T he Bengals beat the Raider s in  
the f i r st  r ound of  the p layof f s, thei r  
f i r st  p layof f  w in  since 1990 . T hey 
weren?t done then  though , the Bengals 
then  wen t to the top-seeded T i tans 
and won  on  a walk-of f  f ield  goal  then  

tr aveled  to ar rowhead to deth rone the 
reign ing AFC cham ps, Kansas Ci ty  
Ch ief s. 

 T he Bengals opponen ts, L os 
Angeles Ram s, had a d i f feren t path  to 
the big gam e. T he Ram s cam e in to 
th is season  w i th  a ?w in  now? 
m en tal i ty. T hey spen t big on  a star  Q B 
M att  Staf ford , and are pay ing top  
m oney on  two of  the best defensive 
p layer s in  the league, D T  Aaron  
D onald  and D B Jalen  Ram sey. W R 
Cooper  Kupp, a consisten t ly  good 
receiver , broke out and had one of  the 
best stat ist i cal  seasons for  a w ideout in  
the league's h istor y. 

 T he Ram s p layof f  r un  star ted  on  
a M onday n igh t against  thei r  
d iv isional  r ival  Ar izona Card inals. T he 
gam e, ar guably  the m ost an t icipated  
out of  the six w i ld  card  gam es, was a 
blowout in  f avor  of  the Ram s. A week 
later , in  Tam pa Bay the Ram s ended 

the career  of  Tom  Br ady w i th  a 
last- second f ield  goal  to send them  to 
the N FC Cham pionsh ip . T here, the 
Ram s were able to beat the 49er s, 
som eth ing they cou ldn?t do in  ei ther  
of  the two regu lar - season  m atchups. 

Stor y l ines
Q O  vs. D am ascus

T h is year 's m atch  up  w i l l  feature 
alum n i  f r om  Q uince O rchard  and 
D am ascus H igh  Schools. Z ach  Ker r , a 
defensive l inem an  and Q O  gr aduate, 
i s in  h is f i r st  year  w i th  the Bengals, 
af ter  jum p ing around between  a 
num ber  of  N FL  squads. O n  the Ram s, 
Jake Funk, a D am ascus gr aduate, i s 
p rov ing h im sel f  as a qual i ty  special  
team s p layer . Funk has fough t 
th rough  num erous ACL  in jur ies and 
has been  one of  the best stor ies in  the 
league th is past year . 

M y Pred ict ion
T h is is a ver y hard  one to p red ict  

for  m e. T he Ram s m atch  up  ver y wel l  
against  the Bengals, and w i th  al l  th ings 
considered should  w in  the gam e. Yet 
the Bengals just  feel  l i ke the team  of  
dest iny. I t  feels l i ke th is i s thei r  year  
and because of  that  I  just  have to p ick 
them . I ?ve got to go w i th  m y hear t  
even  though  m y br ain  d isagrees.

I  have Bengals 27-Ram s 24.

By ADAM  GOT KI N
Editor In-Chief 

"In the end, I  am 
going to go with 
Burrow to outplay 
Stafford... Burrow 
will drive the 
Bengals to a 
game-winning 
field goal by Evan 
M cPherson.

From two wins 
two years ago to 
Super Bowl

champs."  -  Pete 
Prisco, CBS Sports 

A f ter  st r on g season , Q O  H ockey r eady f or  p layof f s

I n  i ts six year s of  ex istence, the 
Q uince O rchard  H ockey p rogr am  has 
never  been  better . D ur ing i ts f i r st  few 
year s as a team , Q O  str uggled  to 
com pete w i th  som e of  the el i te hockey 
p rogr am s in  the M SH L  (M ar y land 
Studen t H ockey L eague), w inn ing just  
30 % of  thei r  gam es f rom  20 16-20 19. 
N ow, the Cougar s are one of  the top  
team s in  M on tgom er y Coun ty, hav ing 
just  f in ished the regu lar  season  w i th  a 
record  of  8-3, good enough  to secure 
the 4th  seed in  the M on tgom er y 
Coun ty Con ference Playof f s. 

 Going in to the season , the 
Cougar s knew they had the poten t ial  
to be successfu l . T hey had establ ished 
them selves as a th reat in  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty in  the p rev ious year, w inn ing 
six of  thei r  n ine regu lar  season  gam es, 
thei r  v ictor ies com ing against  som e of  
the coun ty?s top  team s. Q O ?s 
newfound success was a clear  
ind icat ion  of  what was to com e for  the 
p rogr am . 

 L ook ing to sustain  and grow upon  

the success f rom  last  season , the 
Cougar s took on  a m indset of  
posi t iv i ty, physical  p lay, and m ost 
notably, p lay ing hard .

 ?W e always say i f  you aren?t going 
hard , then  just  get  of f  the ice,? said  
sen ior  cap tain  Jack M endelow. 

 O n  O ctober  22, Q O  had thei r  
20 21-20 22 season  opener  against  the 
W oodrow W i lson  T iger s (who p lay in  
the M on tgom er y Coun ty Con ference 
desp i te being located in  W ash ington  
D .C). W i th  h igh  asp i r at ions, they 
began  the season  just  as they in tended, 

w i th  a dom inat ing 11-0  w in , jun ior  
for ward  Josh  W ei tzm an  lead ing the 
way w i th  seven  of  Q uince O rchard?s 
eleven  goals in  the gam e. 

 As the of fense shone in  gam e one,  
defense would  take cen ter  stage in  
Q O ?s second m atch  against  Upper  
M on tgom er y. Af ter  a scoreless f i r st  
per iod , Upper  M on tgom er y str uck 
f i r st  in  the ear ly  m inutes of  the second 
to m ake i t  1-0 . T he Cougar s qu ick ly  
retal iated  w i th  two goals of  thei r  own  
to take the lead, and in  a defensive 
batt le, that  was al l  they needed. Goal ie 
and jun ior  Jerem y Eager  kep t the 
score where i t  was, al low ing just  the 
one goal  on  18 shots in  the gam e, and 
they won  by a score of  2-1.

 Af ter  an  im pressive f i r st  two 
gam es, the Cougar s fol lowed that up  
the best way they cou ld : w i th  another  
w in . And another . And another . I n  
these th ree w ins against  the N or thwest 
Jaguar s, the Rockv i l le/ M agr uder  
com bined team , and the D C Star s, 
r espect ively, they outscored thei r  
opponen ts 28-7. 

T h rough  these f i r st  f i ve gam es, 
the Cougar s weren?t just  w inn ing. 
T hey were p rov ing that thei r  success 
f rom  last  year  was no f luke. N ot on ly  
d id  they dem onstr ate thei r  abi l i ty  to 
over power  opponen ts of fensively, but  
they also showed rem ar kable 

defensive p rowess. For  head coach  
Andy Katon , Q O ?s defensive 
im provem en t f r om  last  year  was a 
m ajor  key to thei r  hot  star t . 

 ?I  th ink that  we've p layed m uch  
better  defense, wh ich  has helped us a 
lot ,? he exp lained. ?And defense w ins 

tour nam en ts, w ins cham pionsh ips.? 
 Al though  happy w i th  thei r  5-0  

record  th rough  f ive gam es, Q O ?s job 
was far  f r om  f in ished. I f  any th ing, i t  
was just  get t ing star ted . T hei r  last  six 
gam es had them  facing of f  w i th  al l  of  
the coun ty?s top  team s, includ ing 
Church i l l , BCC, and Blai r . T hei r  f i r st  
gam e of  th is stretch  would  be a m atch  
against  Blai r , who just  l i ke Q O , was 
5-0  head ing in to the gam e. Som eone?s 
w inn ing streak was bound to end. 

 L ess than  th ree m inutes in to the 
f i r st  per iod , i t  was Q O  tak ing the ear ly  
lead w i th  a goal  by jun ior  D y lan  
Eyester , al though  i t  wouldn?t be long 
un t i l  Blai r  r esponded w i th  two goals 
of  thei r  own . Before the end of  the 
f i r st , W ei tzm an  found the back of  the 
net, and th ings were al l  t ied  up , 2-2. 
T he gam e would  stay com pet i t ive 
th roughout, but  Blai r  pu l led  away in  
the th i r d  per iod , w inn ing the gam e 
7-5, and hand ing the Cougar s thei r  
f i r st  loss of  the season . 

 Q O  fol lowed the loss w i th  two 
sol id  v ictor ies, though , com ing back 
f rom  a 4-2 f i r st  per iod  def ici t  to beat 
Richard  M on tgom er y 9-6, and 
hand l ing W ootton  in  a 6-2 w in . T hat 
put Q O ?s record  at  7-1 head ing in to 
thei r  h igh ly  an t icipated  gam es against  
BCC and Church i l l , two of  the top  
team s in  the league. 

 Al though  the Cougar s were able 
to keep  both  gam es close, they 

dropped both  of  them : 3-1 to BCC and 
4-2 to Church i l l . D esp i te thei r  
im pressive defensive ef for ts, Q O ?s 
trouble stay ing out of  the penal ty  box 
hur t  them  in  both  gam es. BCC and 
Church i l l  cap i tal i zed  great ly  of f  of  
penal t ies, as both  scored goals on  the 

power p lay. 
 Final ly, Q uince O rchard  closed 

out the regu lar  season , w i th  a 5-3 w in  
against  W alt  W h i tm an . W ei tzm an  had 
another  th ree goals in  that  gam e 
(f in ish ing the season  w i th  a 
league- lead ing 32 goals), w i th  jun ior  
John  Sher ik j ian  and sen ior  M ichael  
Sinnott  scor ing as wel l . St i l l , penal t ies 
were an  issue: Q O  spen t 18 m inutes in  
the box, giv ing up  another  goal  on  the 
power p lay. W i th  p layof f s com ing up  
for  the Cougar s, H ead Coach  Katon  
acknowledged the need for  m ore 
d iscip l ined p lay.

?Even  i f  i t  m eans p lay ing a l i t t le 
bi t  less physical , p ick ing your  
m om en ts when  you're going to h i t  
som ebody, i t?s that  k ind  of  th ing,? he 
said . ?But we have to say the penal ty  
box.?

As the 4th  seed in  the 
M on tgom er y Coun ty Con ference 
p layof f s, Q O  was able to ear n  a f i r st  
r ound bye. W i th  thei r  f i r st  p layof f  
m atchup now set, they have a chance 
of  revenge against  the team  that deal t  
them  thei r  ver y f i r st  loss: Blai r .

 ?T hat?s a team  we should  real ly  
beat,? said  Katon , ?so we?d l i ke the 
oppor tun i ty  to p lay them  again .? 

As  w i th  m any spor ts team s, Q O  
H ockey is ener gized by strong team  
chem istr y. T he bonds and 
relat ionsh ips for m ed between  
team m ates have con tr ibuted  to the 

team 's success in  the regu lar  season .
 "I  th ink us being a f am i ly  has 

helped us w in  big gam es," W ei tzm an  
said . 

And that i s exact ly  what the team  
hopes to do head ing in to p layof f s: w in  
big gam es. T hei r  f i r st  p layof f  m atch  

w i l l  be today, Febr uar y 11 at  9:0 0  PM  
against  Blai r . 

By SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N 
Staff Writer

O u r  staf f 's p r ed i ct i on s

https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/players/playerpage/2962681/evan-mcpherson
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/players/playerpage/2962681/evan-mcpherson
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Af ter  a long 18-m on th  p rocess 
f i l led  w i th  p ressure and con trover sy, 
af ter  d ropp ing the R**sk in  n icknam e 
two seasons ago, the W ash ington  
Footbal l  Team  has f inal ly  chosen  a 
new nam e: the W ash ington  
Com m ander s. 

T he nam e cam e w i th  som e 
m ixed em ot ions f rom  Q O  studen ts. 
Sen ior  D ean  Ar nold  d idn 't  l i ke the 
nam e. ?W i th  a ter r ib le end to thei r  
season , you would  th ink they would  

wan t to woo thei r  f ans over ,? he said . 
?H owever, they br u tal ly  f ai led  at  th is 
and once again  used an  u t ter  bland 
nam e.? 

Sen ior  Bennett  M oore added h is 
own  though ts on  the new logo. ?I  
bel ieve that the new W ash ington  
Com m ander s logo is bland. I  th ink 

they cou ld?ve done som eth ing m uch  
better , especial ly  w i th  the t im e they 
had,? he said .

H owever, Sen ior  Gabr i  San t in i  
gave a posi t ive response to the 
un i for m s. ?Al though  I ?m  not a f an  of  
the new nam e, I  do l i ke the sty le of  
thei r  bur gundy m atte helm ets.? 

T here is at  least  one big-nam e 
p layer  on  the Com m ander s that  
d isapproves of  the nam e as wel l . 
T hat would  be star  edge r usher  and 
last  season 's D efensive Rook ie of  the 
Year  Chase Young. Back in  
N ovem ber, Young d id  a v ideo w i th  
USA Today where he gr aded the l i st  
of  eigh t  f inal i st  nam es the 
W ash ington  Footbal l  Team  put out. 
H e gave alm ost al l  of  them  an  F, 

includ ing the Com m ander s. Young 
actual ly  gave the h ighest gr ade, a 
sim p le thum bs-up , to ?the 
W ash ington  Footbal l  Team .? 

Al though  r igh t  now the nam e, 
jer seys, and logos m igh t not be a h i t , 
they have to go on  peop le even tual ly, 
r igh t?

W ash in gton  goes Com m an do Back  to th e p r om ised  l an d  
Team officially rebrands to Commanders 
after two nameless years 
By JAKE ZAI DERM AN
Senior Staff Writer  

Q O  boys basketbal l  i s look ing to 
get back to the state cham pionsh ip  
gam e for  the f i r st  t im e since 20 17. 
T he Cougar s, coached by m ath  
teacher  Paul  For inger, are 9-4 over al l  
and 5-2 in  league p lay, good for  
second p lace in  thei r  d iv ision  at  the 
t im e of  w r i t ing. 

T he team  is led  by sen ior  cap tains 
Bobby Farone, Ryan  Boswel l , and 
D rew H ein r ichs. H ein r ichs, a 

four-year  var si ty  p layer , leads the 
team  in  scor ing, aver aging 15 poin ts 
per  gam e, w i th  sophom ore N ick 
Goldber g r igh t  beh ind  h im  in  second 
p lace. 

Sen ior  Jake Czwor ka is op t im ist i c 
about thei r  season  so f ar . ?W e had a 
strong star t  to our  season  star t ing 4-0 . 

N ow being 9-4, we have faced 
adver si ty  m ul t ip le t im es,? he said . ?As 
we head in to the second par t  of  our  

season , I  expect us to w in  out as we 
face tough  com pet i tor s l i ke Blai r  and 
N or thwest, and be poised to m ake a 
deep r un  in  the postseason .? 

T he Cougar s haven?t had m uch  
success since gett ing to the 
cham pionsh ip  gam e f ive year s ago. 
Since then , they have had th ree 
str aigh t f i r st- round ex i ts, w i th  two of  
them  being at  hom e. O utside the r un  
in  20 17, and last  year  being canceled  
due to Covid-19, the Cougar s haven?t 
been  past the f i r st  r ound of  the 
p layof f s since the 20 14-15 season . 
W i th  that  in  the back of  thei r  m inds, 
the p layer s are hungr ier  than  ever . So 

watch  out for  the boys in  the 
postseason .

Boys basketball tries to replicate 2017 
success 
By JAKE ZAI DERM AN
Senior Staff Writer  

For m er  D olp h i n s h ead  coach  Br i an  Flor es su es th e N FL  f or  
r aci sm   

For m er  D olph ins head coach  
Br ian  Flores is su ing the M iam i  
D olph ins and the rest  of  the N FL  for  
r acial  d iscr im inat ion  involv ing the 
f i r ing and thei r  h i r ing p rocess 
conducted against  h im . T he 
class-act ion  lawsui t  d i r ect ly  involves 
the D enver  Broncos and N ew Yor k 
Gian ts as they both  posed as poten t ial  
land ing spots for  Flores. 

W ho is Br ian  Flores? Br ian  Flores 
is a black N FL  coach  who began  h is 
career  back in  20 0 4 as a par t  of  the 
N ew England Patr iots coach ing staf f . 
H e p layed a sign i f i can t role in  the 
Patr iots dynasty led  by al l - t im e greats 
Bi l l  Bel ich ick and Tom  Br ady, 
w inn ing 5 Super  Bowl r ings. 

Af ter  15 year s w i th  the Patr iots, 
Flores was h i red  as the D olph ins? 
head coach  in  20 19. Since 20 0 6, the 
D olph ins have had just  2 w inn ing 
seasons. Flores tur ned around the 
f r anch ise and had two w inn ing 
seasons in  just  th ree year s w i th  

M iam i . (Keep in  m ind he d id  not have 
a great roster  to wor k w i th .) 

Flores?s im m ediate success w i th  
the D olph ins m ade fans wonder  why 
at  the end of  the 20 20  season  he was 
f i r ed  in  the f i r st  p lace. Al though  the 
D olph ins d idn?t m ake the p layof f s, 
the team  was clear ly  headed in  the 
r igh t  d i rect ion . 

Flores claim s that he was f i r ed  
because of  ?poor  col labor at ion .? T h is 
claim  about Flores involves a 
si tuat ion  w i th  the owner  of  the 
D olph ins and Flores back in  20 19, 
Flores?s f i r st  season  w i th  the team . 
O wner  Stephen  Ross al leged ly  told  
Flores he would  receive a 10 0 k bonus 
af ter  ever y loss. M any bel ieve th is 
involved the ?tank for  Tua? trend. 
Com ing out of  Alabam a, Tua 
Tagovi loa was the best d r af t  p rospect 
in  20 19 and the D olph ins needed a 
f r anch ise Q B. T he m ore they lost , the 
better  thei r  d r af t  p ick would  be, 
resu l t ing in  a h igher  percen t chance 
of  d r af t ing Tua. 

T hen , in  20 20 , Flores was told  by 
the owner  Stephen  Ross to recr u i t  a 
p rom inen t quar ter back, wh ich  is in  

d i rect  v iolat ion  of  the league?s 
tam per ing r u les. Ross then  al leged ly  
inv i ted  Flores on to h is yach t, where 
the ?prom inen t Q B? conven ien t ly  was 
onboard , too. Flores im m ediately  
refused and lef t  to com ply w i th  the 
league?s r u les and avoid  suspension . 

Af ter  refusing to tam per  and 
pur posefu l ly  lose gam es, Flores 
bel ieves he was labeled  as 
non -com pl ian t  and d i f f i cu l t  to wor k 
w i th , wh ich  u l t im ately  lead to h is 
f i r ing. Flores claim s that the team  
gave h im  the ?angr y black m an? 
stereotype and m ade i t  d i f f i cu l t  for  
h im  to have success. 

Af ter  h is f i r ing, Flores scheduled  
an  in ter v iew w i th  the N ew Yor k 
Gian ts to becom e thei r  f i r st  black 
head coach . M any N FL  fans bel ieved 
that he was a per fect  f i t  and the 
obv ious choice. I nstead, the Gian ts 
h i red  for m er  Bi l ls O f fensive 
Coord inator   Br ian  D abol l  and 
d iscussed w i th  th i r d  par t ies thei r  
decision , includ ing Flores?s for m er  
coach  Bi l l  Bel ich ick . 

T h is i s where the lawsui t  cam e 
in to p lace. T h ree days before Flores?s 

in ter v iew w i th  the Gian ts, Bi l l  
Bel ich ick sen t a congr atu lat ions text  
to Flores, th ink ing he received the 
job. I n  real i ty, D abol l , also nam ed 
?Br ian ,? was h i red . T h is m istake by 
Bel ich ick put the Gian ts in  ser ious hot 
water . 

Flores had to go th rough  an  
extensive in ter v iew process for  a job 
he knew he would  not get. Flores 
claim s that the Gian ts had no in ten t 
to consider  Flores and that th is 
in ter v iew was on ly  conducted to 
com ply w i th  the Rooney Rule, an  
of f i cial  r u le of  the N FL  wh ich  team s 
m ust com ply w i th . I t  states that  al l  
team s m ust in ter v iew a black coach  
dur ing a head coach ing vacancy. H e 
now seeks increased black in f luence 
in  the h i r ing/ f i r ing p rocess to end the 
d iscr im inat ion  and r acism  that st i l l  
takes p lace in  the league today. ?God 
has gi f ted  m e w i th  a special  talen t  to 
coach  the gam e of  footbal l , but  the 
need for  change is bigger  than  m y 
per sonal  goals,? Flores says. 

W i th  p layof f s just  around the 
cor ner , team  cap tains sen ior  Shaan  
Son i , sen ior  Kaden  Czar neck i , jun ior  
Jason  W ebber, and sen ior  Ethan  
D eCastro look to keep  thei r  season  
al ive and w in  states. D esp i te the 
num erous chal lenges caused by the 
ongoing pandem ic, the team  f in ished 
thei r  season  strong w i th  a 9-8 record .

?Covid  has af fected  our  wrest l ing 
season  in  a var iety  of  ways,? sen ior  
Captain  Shaan  Son i  said . 

O ver  w in ter  break, the team  was 
forced to for fei t  10  m atches as wel l  as 
a tour nam en t. I n  order  to reschedule 
the tour nam en t, the en t i r e season?s 
schedule had to be al tered . ?I t  has 
been  a com plete m ess,? says Son i . But 
the team  has stayed resi l ien t  and 
con t inued to give i t  thei r  al l . 

O n  top  of  the m any schedule 

changes, the team  has not been  able 
to p r act ice nor m al ly  for  the past 
m on th  and a hal f . ?Usual ly  we p r act ice 
al l  together  as a team , but now we 
have to sp l i t  up  in to four  groups that 
social ly  d istance f rom  each  other ,? 
Son i  says. T h is change has not iceably  
al tered  the season , since the team  has 
not been  able to bond w i th  each  other  
l i ke in  past year s. 

T he wrest l ing team  d id  not let  
COVID  stop  them  f rom  having a 
w inn ing record . At  the end of  the day, 
Son i  and the rest  of  the team  are 
extrem ely happy and thankfu l  for  the 
season  they have had. 

O n  M onday, Febr uar y 7, the boys 
hosted  B-CC at hom e in  thei r  f i r st  
p layof f  m atch . Q O  won  32-28 to 
advance to the 4A W est Region  
sem i f inals. T hey p layed Ur bana on  
W ednesday, but as of  the publ icat ion  
dead l ine, the f inal  score was 
unknown .

Q O  W r est l i n g r al l i es af ter  n u m er ou s COVI D  scar es

By JAKE REVZAN           
Staff Writer  

By JAKE REVZAN                             
Staff Writer  

PIXABAY

INSTAGRAM @QOHSWRESTLING
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If you answered yes, take Journalism A/B with Ms. 
Cooley-Klein when you sign up for next year 's 

classes. Contact Ms. C-K in Room 241 or at 
megan.m.cooley-klein@mcpsmd.net for more 

information.

An advertisement for your business or 

organization could be placed here for more 

than 2,000 Quince Orchard students, staff, and 

community members 

to see!

Contact QOHSprowler@gmail.com for pricing 
and publication dates.

Y OU R  

A D

H ER E !
Are you int erest ed in journalism ? 

How about  becom ing a st af f  
m em ber  

of  The Prowler?

W h at color  i s each  su b ject , accor d i n g to Q O ?

Q O  studen ts sur p r ise ever yone 
again  by br inging thei r  un ique op in ions 
to the v i r al  debate concer n ing the color s 
assigned to each  subject . T he sur vey 
asked Q O  studen ts to decide what color s 
they associated  w i th  each  subject , 
fo l low ing the popular  on l ine debate. 

For  m ath , the color  blue is the clear  
w inner, per haps relat ing to how the blue 
is of ten  used to represen t data and facts 
in  in fogr aph ics. 

Q O  studen ts have decided that both  
Engl ish  and W or ld  Stud ies should  be 
represen ted by the color  yel low, wh ich  
cou ld  lead to con fusion . T he percen tage 

d i f ferences between  the m ost popular  
and second m ost popular  color  i s 
sl igh t ly  lar ger  for  W or ld  Stud ies at  4%, 
wh ich  cou ld  lead to assum ing the  W or ld  
Stud ies color  i s actual ly  or ange. 

By f ar , the m ost un i f ied  decision  was 
that science should  be represen ted by 
the color  green .  T h is i s no sur p r ise due 
to science's strong relat ionsh ip  w i th  
nature, wh ich  is of ten  char acter ized as 
green .  Cu l tur al ly, green  has com e to 
m ean  env i ronm en tal ly  f r iend ly.

T he m ost sur p r ising response, 
however,  was the strong agreem en t that  
W or ld  L anguages were pur p le.

I n  conclusion , the resu l ts are in : 
m ath  is blue, Engl ish  is yel low, science is 
green , W or ld  stud ies is or ange, and 
W or ld  languages are pur p le.

By H AYLEY ASAI
Staff Writer
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