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Elect ion  season , ah , the chaos. 
Com pet i t ion  f i l ls the ai r  as cand idates 
f igh t  to w in  votes. M ai l r oom s f lood 
w i th  bal lots f r om  peop le f r om  near  
and far  not able to m ake i t  in  per son . 
L ines, m i les long, w r ap  around 
bu i ld ings wh i le peop le inside cast thei r  
votes for  the cand idate of  thei r  
choosing. 

T he m id ter m  elect ions are com ing 
up  th is year  on  Tuesday, N ovem ber  8, 
and cand idates have gone fu l l  f ledged 
in to thei r  cam paigns to ensure they 
w in  thei r  desi red  seat in  W ash ington , 
D C. T he p r im ar ies are on ly  weeks 
away in  som e states l i ke N or th  
Carol ina and Geor gia, wh i le in  
M ar y land they 're not un t i l  Ju ly  19. 
T here's a lot  r id ing on  these elect ions 
for  both  sides of  the aisle. O nce again , 
Republ icans and D em ocr ats are 
p inned up  against  each  other  str iv ing 
for  the m ajor i ty. D ue to the nar row 
D em ocr at ic m ajor i ty  in  Congress, th is 
w i l l  be an  especial ly  com pet i t ive 
elect ion  year. 

T he Senate r aces w i l l  def in i tely  be 

ones to keep  an  eye on . W i th  the 50  to 

50  m ajor i ty  for  the D em ocr ats? due 
to the f act  that  they have Vice 
Presiden t Kam ala H ar r is?s t ie break ing 
vote? they are in  a ver y vu lner able 
state. Presiden t Joe Biden 's approval  
r at ings in  the low 40 ?s w i l l  weaken  the 
D em ocr ats and also puts the 
Republ icans at  an  advan tage. 

As such , ever y single one of  the 34 
Senate elect ions th is year  i s cr ucial . 
Sw ing states w i l l  p lay a v i tal  r ole in  the 
elect ion  resu l ts th is year ; here are 
som e to keep  tabs on .

Ar izona has a h istor y  of  being an  
unpred ictable sw ing state: i t  has been  
com pared to a sw inging pendulum  
that m oves back and for th  f r om  
lef t - lean ing to r igh t- lean ing. I t  was 
one of  the sw ing states dur ing the 
20 20  p residen t ial  elect ion , and 
u l t im ately  wen t blue for  Biden . Af ter  
w inn ing a special  elect ion  in  20 20  that 
would  f i l l  the spot of  p rev ious senator  
John  M cCain  for  the rest  of  h is ter m , 
D em ocr at M ar k Kel ly  i s up  for  
reelect ion . H is opponen t w i l l  be one of  
the n ine Republ icans in  the t igh t  
p r im ar y r ace vy ing for  that  seat in  D C. 
So far , i t  looks as i f  the f ron tr unner  for  
the Republ icans is M ar k Br novich , the 
at tor ney gener al  of  Ar izona. Accord ing 
to CN N ?s ser ies Race to the W hite 
H ouse, Br nov ich  and Kel ly  are neck 

and neck in  the pol l ing. A lot  can  
happen  f rom  now un t i l  N ovem ber, so 
t im e w i l l  tel l .

Geor gia has been  a long-stand ing 
red  state that?s a safety  net for  the 
Republ ican  par ty. H owever, Geor gia 
wen t against  i ts h istor y  when  i t  wen t 
blue for  Biden  in  20 20 . T hey also 
elected  two D em ocr at ic senator s, and 
one of  those senator s up  for  
reelect ion . I ncum ben t Raphael  
W or nock, a Geor gia nat ive and pastor  
in  At lan ta, was elected  th rough  a 
special  elect ion  just  l i ke M ar k Kel ly. 
Senator  Johnny I sakson  (R) had 
resigned and W or nack was elected  to 
f in ish  out h is ter m . 

T here are cur ren t ly  seven  
Republ icans r unn ing in  the Geor gia 
p r im ar ies. T he f ron t r unner, for m er  
footbal l  p layer  H er schel  W alker , has 
al ready received endor sem en t f r om  
leader s w i th in  the Republ ican  Par ty, 
but  i s also f acing accusat ions of  
dom est ic v iolence f rom  at least  two 
wom en , one of  wh ich  is h is ex-w i fe. 
Geor gia?s p r im ai res are com ing up  on  
M ay 24, so i t  w i l l  soon  be known  who 
w i l l  f ace W ar nock on  elect ion  day. 
T h is r ace w i l l  be tel l ing of  Geor gia's 
pol i t i cal  stand ings post-20 20  
elect ions. 

  I n  N or th  Carol ina, incum ben t 

Richard  Bur r ?s ret i r em en t opens the 
gateway to both  Republ icans and 
D em ocr ats who hope that the resu l ts 
sway in  thei r  f avor . Republ icans hope 
to hold  on to the seat, and D em ocr ats 
see a new possibi l i ty  as Tr um p on ly  
won  the state in  20 20  by a sm al l  
f r act ion . Cher i  Beasley, for m er  ch ief  
just ice for  the N or th  Carol ina 
Suprem e Cour t , w i l l  r epresen t the 
D em ocr at ic Par ty. I t  i s st i l l  unknown  
who w i l l  r epresen t the Republ ican  
Par ty  in  N ovem ber, but  i t  looks l i ke i t  
i s between  for m er  gover nor  Pat 
M cCror y and cur ren t represen tat ive 
Ted Budd. W i th  N or th  Carol ina?s 
p r im ar ies approach ing on  M ay 17, the 
cand idates w i l l  soon  be sol id i f ied .

Al l  of  435 seats in  the H ouse are up  
for  reelect ion . W i th  sim i lar  states and 
coun t ies up  for  gr abs as the Senate, 
includ ing M ich igan  and Texas, 
elect ion  n igh t w i l l  be an  even t f i l led  
n igh t. T he p r im ar y elect ion  resu l ts in  
these sw ing states w i l l  foreshadow and 
help  p red ict  what w i l l  happen  on  
elect ion  n igh t. 

T h e r o le of  sw in g states i n  th e 20 22 m id ter m s
By M I A KAUFFM AN
Staff Writer

A h i stor i c sch ool  year  com es to an  en d  

Peop le of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School  and M on tgom er y 
Coun ty? we?re alm ost there. By the 
t im e th is ar t i cle i s released, there w i l l  
be just  a l i t t le m ore than  a m on th  lef t  
of  school  in  the 20 21-22 school  year . 
T h is i s the f i r st  school  year  where the 
m ajor i ty  of  the schools in  the coun ty 
were able to engage in  in -per son  
lear n ing for  the lar ger  par t  of  the 
school  year  since 20 19, and i t  sure lef t  
us w i th  a lot  to d iscuss. 

W e cam e in to school  covered, w i th  
f ace m asks being m andated as a par t  
of  M on tgom er y Coun ty regu lat ions. 
Al l  studen ts and staf f  m em ber s were 
requ i red  to wear  m asks when  inside 
the school  bu i ld ing, w i th  var y ing 
degrees of  success. Q O  per sonnel  were 
t reated  to seeing al l  of  the wrong ways 
to wear  a f ace m ask by som e studen ts, 
f r om  m asks not cover ing thei r  nose to 
barely  hanging on to thei r  ch ins. 

M eanwh i le, D r . M on i f a M cKn igh t 
began  her  f i r st  f u l l  year  as I n ter im  
Super in tenden t of  M CPS. O n  
Febr uar y 8, the M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Board  of  Educat ion  unan im ously  
voted  to appoin t  M cKn igh t as the 
Super in tenden t of  Schools, p rom ot ing 
her  f r om  her  p rev ious in ter im  
posi t ion . 

T he pandem ic con t inued to af fect  
our  schools, and reached i ts cl im ax 

dur ing the retur n  of  studen ts f r om  
w in ter  break. M CPS was at  a sur ge of  
cases at  th is poin t , w i th  school  and 
coun ty -w ide posi t ive percen tages and 
closures at  thei r  peak. O n  Januar y 5, 
M on tgom er y Coun ty calcu lated  that 
Q O  was above the 5% posi t iv i ty  r ate 
for  Covid-19, thus el igible for  school  
closure. As i f  hear ing the dr am at ic 
react ions of  studen ts, M CPS i ter ated  
that al l  schools who m et the 5% 
th reshold  were not guar an teed to 
m ove to v i r tual  lear n ing, even  though  
eleven  other  schools were al ready 
doing d istance lear n ing. T h is stat ist i c 
led  to K-95 m asks and Covid-19 r ap id  
test  k i ts being passed out to al l  
studen ts in  hom eroom  classes. 

As m en t ioned before, th is was the 
peak of  Covid-19 troubles for  M CPS. 
Af ter  th is rough  stretch , the coun ty 
saw posi t iv i ty  r ates go down , and as a 
resu l t , r estr i ct ions star ted  to go down  
as wel l . M CPS voted to m ake m asks 
op t ional  for  studen ts and staf f  in  
school  bu i ld ings on  M arch  8, and 
ef fect ive M ay 2, schools were no 
longer  requ i red  to tel l  studen ts i f  they 
were located near  som eone who tested  
posi t ive for  Covid-19. 

Being in -per son  for  the vast 
m ajor i ty  of  the school  year  
un for tunately  al lowed for  school  
t r aged ies to occur . O n  Janur ar y 21, a 
studen t nam ed D eAndre T hom as was 
cr i t i cal ly  shot at  M agr uder  H igh  
School , yet  sur v ived the har row ing 

inciden t. Also, a studen t nam ed Jay l in  
L awrence Jones f rom  N or thwest H igh  
School  was found deceased on  Januar y 
24. Closer  to hom e, a Q uince O rchard  
teacher  was also heinously  assaul ted  
by a studen t, leav ing m any to wor r y  
about her  cond i t ion  and scr atch  thei r  
heads over  the inciden t. 

As m uch  as the f i r st  year  in -per son  
since 20 20  k icked our  col lect ive butts, 
we found a way to not on ly  m ake i t  
th rough  the year, but  to th r ive. 

Al l  th ree Pep Ral l ies were able to 
be held  in  the locat ions they were 
supposed to be held  in , w i th  the f al l  
and spr ing being outside in  the Cougar  
D one and w in ter  being in  the m ain  
gym nasium . H ow ef fect ive they were 
depended on  who you asked, yet  they 
were able to oper ate how they 
should?ve. 

T he fam ous Q O  var si ty  footbal l  
team  was able to p lay in  f u l l  sw ing, 
w i th  our  Cougar s even  w inn ing the 
20 21 State Cham pionsh ip . T he Red 
Ar m y was back and better  than  ever , 
coup led  w i th  red  pain t  on  bod ies and 
insta-wor thy p ictures th roughout the 
Cougar  D om e. H ow cou ld  I  for get 
about that  one f r iend who com es 
along to be social , yet  knows next to 
noth ing about the spor t  of  footbal l?

T he Q O H S T heatre depar tm en t 
was able to hold  thei r  two shows in  
per son  th is year , w i th  the f i r st  show 
requ i r ing the actor s to wear  m asks on  
stage, and the second show going 

m ask less. Both  shows gar nered r ave 
rev iews. 

T he SGA or gan ized the school?s 
H om ecom ing D ance outside on  the 
tenn is cour ts, and on  Apr i l  30 , jun ior s 
and sen ior s en joyed the f i r st  of f i cial  
Q O  prom  in  two year s. K ids were 
f inal ly  able to m ove thei r  bod ies in  
ways that cou ld  k inda sor ta be cal led  
dance m oves, depend ing on  who you 
ask , of  cour se. 

Final ly, the cu l ture of  the school  
cam e back. Popular  Q O  tr ad i t ions l i ke 
the Sen ior  Breakfast  and par k ing lot  
decor at ing m ade a retur n . 
H om ecom ing hal lways f i l led  the 
school  to celebr ate the star t  of  the year  
and to show school  sp i r i t . Spider-M an: 
N o W ay H om e dom inated the 
conver sat ion  dur ing the w in tr y  
m on ths, d istr act ing m any a studen t 
f r om  lear n ing and causing m any a 
teacher  to th reaten  to spoi l  the m ovie 
as pun ishm en t. T he last  t im e a m ovie 
dom inated a school?s cu l ture th is 
m uch  wh i le we were in  per son  was 
Avengers: Endgam e, wh ich  was 
released m ore than  th ree year s ago. 

 Studen ts were able to for m  
m ean ingfu l  connect ions w i th  each  
other  and thei r  teacher s, and 
strengthen  thei r  lear n ing thanks to 
being back in  the classroom . I t  m ay 
have been  hel l  to get here (and dur ing 
cer tain  par ts of  i t), but  we d id  i t . 
Together . 
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By JAY M OT I WALA
Editor- in-Chief



Af ter  p rev iously  being 
nom inated by Presiden t 
Joe Biden , Just ice Ketan ji  
Brown  Jackson  was 
con f i r m ed to the Suprem e 
Cour t  as the 116th  just ice 
on  Apr i l  7 af ter  a hear ing in  
the Senate. Jackson  w i l l  
becom e the f i r st  black 
wom an   and the six th  
wom an  to ever  ser ve on  
the Suprem e Cour t . 

 Jackson?s react ion  to the 
votes being tal l ied  was 
cap tured on  an  em ot ional  
v ideo, w i th  her  gr inn ing and 
hugging Presiden t Biden  
when  Vice Presiden t Kam ala 
H ar r is announced her  
of f i cial  con f i r m at ion . 

 Senate M ajor i ty  L eader  
Chuck Schum er  said  in  
response to the nom inat ion :  
?Today [Apr i l  7] i s one of  the 
br igh test  of  l igh ts. L et  us 
hope i t?s a m etaphor, an  
ind icat ion  of  m any br igh t  
l igh ts to com e.? 

 Judge Jackson  

p resen ted a speech  to the 
m ed ia and f ielded quest ions 
f rom  repor ter s the day af ter  
her  con f i r m at ion , where she 
said  i t  w i l l  be an  ?honor  of  a 
l i fet im e? to ser ve on  the 
Suprem e Cour t  as the f i r st  
black wom an . 

  Jackson  p resen ted a 
power fu l  speech , in  wh ich  
she said , ?In  m y fam i ly, i t  
took just  one gener at ion  to 

go f rom  segregat ion  to the 
Suprem e Cour t  of  the 
Un i ted  States.? 

 ?I t  has taken  232 year s 
and 115 p r ior  appoin tm en ts 
for  a Black wom an  to be 
selected  to ser ve on  the 
Suprem e Cour t ,? she added. 
?But we?ve m ade i t !?

 T he con f i r m at ion  
p rocess i tsel f  was m ar red 
w i th  con trover sy, yet  no 
pol i t i cian  w i th in  a publ ic 
set t ing doubted Jackson?s 
exper iences and 
qual i f i cat ions for  the 
posi t ion . She had p rev iously  
spen t seven  year s as a 
feder al  judge, and in  20 21 
was elected  to ser ve on  the 
U.S. Ci r cu i t  Cour t  of  
Appeals for  the D .C. Ci r cu i t . 
She was also a feder al  publ ic 
defender, and is the on ly  
Suprem e Cour t  Just ice to 
ever  ser ve in  such  a posi t ion  
and the f i r st  just ice who has 
had exper ience defend ing 
cr im inals since T hur good 
M ar shal l . 

 N ot on ly  i s Jackson  

f i l l i ng Just ice Stephen  
Breyer ?s spot, who has since 
ret i r ed  f rom  the posi t ion , 
she had also cler ked under  
h im  before gett ing 
con f i r m ed to the cour t . 

 T he hear ings for  Judge 

Jackson?s con f i r m at ion  
began  on  M arch  21 and 
ended th ree days later , on  
M arch  24. As is custom  w i th  
al l  jud icial  con f i r m at ion  
hear ings, th is one took p lace 

in  the Senate. Senator  D ick 
D ur bl in  (D ) i s the chai r m an  
of  the Senate Jud iciar y  
Com m i t tee, and thus 
p resided over  th is hear ing. 

 Jackson  was lauded over  
her  accom pl ishm en ts and 
p rev ious wor k , w i th  Senator  
M ike L ee (R) of  Utah  
descr ibing her  qual i f i cat ions 
as ?im pressive.? Senator  Ted 
Cr uz (R) also issued posi t ive 
rem ar ks towards her , cal l ing 
her  ?char m ing? and 
?talen ted .? 

 Ar guably  the m ost 
arden t source of  posi t iv i ty  
cam e f rom  Senator  Cor y 
Booker  (D ), who m oved 
Judge Jackson  to tear s w i th  a 
statem en t em phasizing the 
im por tance of  a black 
wom an  being in  her  
posi t ion , and how ?nobody?s 
going to steal  that  joy? that 
com es f rom  her  
nom inat ion . 

 Jackson , however, was 
not w i thout her  cr i t i cs. 
M any opposing Republ ican  
Senator s issued ar gum en ts 

to d issuade the Senate body 
f rom  appoin t ing her . 

 M any GO P Senator s 
began  the hear ing by 
com par ing th is hear ing to 
that  of  Bret t  Kavanaugh?s, 
who was accused of  sexual  

assaul t  by Chr ist ine Blasey 
Ford  and was r idd led  w i th  
quest ions about that  even t 
f r om  the D em ocr at ic 
Senator s. 

 Senator  M ar sha 

Blackbur n  (R) of  Tennessee 
ut i l i zed  the con trover sy of  
t r ansgender  wom en  
com pet ing in  spor ts to ask 
Just ice Jackson  to def ine the 
ter m  ?wom an .? M eanwh i le, 
Senator s Cr uz, Josh  H awley, 
and Tom  Cotton  were just  
som e of  the Republ ican  
Senator s who gr i l led  
Jackson  about her  being 
?len ien t on  cr im e.? Cr uz also 
chal lenged Jackson  over  her  
posi t ion  on  the board  of  the 
Geor getown  D ay School , 
where Cr uz claim s the 
school  teaches about cr i t i cal  
r ace theor y, wh ich  states 
that  r acism  is a social  
constr uct  wh ich  has been  
im p lem en ted in to U.S. 
pol i t i cal  and social  system s. 

 Af ter  the th ree days of  
hear ings, the Senate 
Jud iciar y  Com m i t tee voted  
on  Jackson?s appoin tm en t, 
where they were sp l i t  11-11 
am ong par ty  l ines. T he 
D em ocr ats then  used a 
p rocedure cal led  a d ischar ge 
pet i t ion  to get the 

con f i r m at ion  vote m oved to 
the en t i r e Senate Floor . 

O n  Apr i l  7, the votes 
were 53-47 in  f avor  of  
Ketan ji  Brown  Jackson  
gett ing con f i r m ed for  the 
Un i ted  States Suprem e 

Cour t . She is set  to assum e 
her  posi t ion  af ter  Just ice 
Breyer  of f i cial ly  ret i r es in  
the sum m er. 
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You?re scrol l ing th rough  
your  I nstagr am  feed when  a 
bunch  of  fest ival  photos pop  
up  on  your  screen : 
in f luencer s dressed in  f unky 
and v ibr an t outf i ts, v ideos 
f rom  the coun t less concer ts 
of  your  f avor i te ar t i sts, ar tsy 
food p ictures that m ake your  
m outh  quench . M ind lessly  
scrol l ing, f l ipp ing th rough  
stor y  af ter  stor y, and you 
don 't  even  know what th is 
seem ingly  m agical  even t i s. 
Af ter  a few cl i cks around on  
Google, you d iscover  that  th is 
i s Coachel la, but  what even  is 
that?

Coachel la i s an  annual  
m usic fest ival  held  in  the 
Coachel la Val ley in  I nd io, 
Cal i for n ia. O ne of  the lar gest 
and m ost p rof i table fest ivals 
in  the US, let  alone the wor ld , 
Coachel la br ings together  
peop le ever y year  to en joy 
concer ts f r om  ar t i sts as big as 
Beyonce? her sel f  to sm al ler  
and em er ging bands and solo 
acts. T he fest ival  i s held  over  
two d i f feren t weekends in  
Apr i l , th is year  i t  was held  the 
weekend of  Apr i l  15th , and 

Apr i l  24th .
Coachel la i s especial ly  

un ique because d i f feren t 
instal lat ions of  ar t  are 
showcased th roughout both  
weekends. T h is year , 11 
d i f feren t ar t i sts, designer s, 
and arch i tects are 
represen ted th rough  
im m er sive instal lat ions. By 
using d i f feren t ar t  m ed ium s 
and l igh t , color s, and sound, 
these instal lat ions d ive in to 
global  them es cen tered 
around im m igr at ion , 
env i ronm en tal  sustainabi l i ty, 
pop  cu l ture, and com m un i ty. 
T he instal lat ions are dynam ic 
and abstr act  str uctures that, 
along w i th  p resen t ing 
m essages and them es, ser ve 
as nav igat ional  m ar ker s for  
fest ival  goer s. 

L ike the ar t , the f ash ion  
at  Coachel la i s l i ke no other , 
as at tendees pu l l  out  al l  the 
stops and show up  in  thei r  
best  looks. Som e even  say 
that Coachel la i s a f u l l  on  
f ash ion  fest ival . Accord ing to 
Vogue, th is year  Am er ican  
singer  and songwr i ter  Conan  
Gr ay?s ? hot p ink valen t ino 
look shut down  Coachel la.? 
W hether  that?s a designer  
d ress or  a f unky pai r  of  
cowboy boots, at tendees 

always gotta be ready for  the 
cam er as. (W ho knew a 
d isco-bal l  jum psui t , l i ke the 
one wor n  by H ar r y  Sty les, 
was deser t  fest ival  ch ic?)

Coachel la has a p ret ty  
im pressive at tendance record  
w i th  over  250  thousand 
at tendees ever y year. 
Am ongst those fest ival  go-er s 
are A- l i st  celebr i t ies. T h is 
year  the biggest nam es at  the 
fest ival  consisted  of  the 
Kardash ian  and Jenner  
wom en , ?H igh  School  
M usical? star  Vanessa 
H udgens, D ip lo, and the one 
and on ly  M eghan  T hee 
Stal l ion . 

T h is year 's l ineup  was 
also p ret ty  hef ty, includ ing 

ar t i sts such  as Bi l l ie Ei l l i sh , 
T he W eekend, D oja Cat, 
Swed ish  H ouse M af ia, and, of  
cour se, H ar r y  Sty les. M any 
per for m er s even  dropped 
new m usic, giv ing concer t  
and fest ival  go-er s an  inside 
l i sten  to the next top  h i ts. 
W i th  an  occasional  crowd 
sur f  f r om  the per for m er, the 
crowd was as electr i c as ever .

But Coachel la i sn 't  al l  that  
p icture per fect . W i th  big 
crowds of  peop le com e 
hour- long wai ts for  food, 
d r inks, and act iv i t ies. For get 
wai t ing in  l ine: as the fest ival  
i s essen t ial ly  in  the m idd le of  
the deser t , the on ly  way to get 
there is to d r ive, leav ing 
pain fu l  levels of  t r af f i c 

en ter ing and ex i t ing the 
fest ival . Also, don 't  p lan  on  
seeing ever y single 
per for m er, as m any over lap , 
even  the head l iner s. 
Accord ing to I nsider , ?O f  the 
m any ar t i sts we were exci ted  
to see, sever al  were scheduled  
for  the sam e t im e on  
d i f feren t stages,? so i t  can  be 
tr i cky to f i t  i t  al l  in .

D esp i te the big crowds 
and long l ines, Coachel la i s a 
t r ue power house in  the 
concer t  and fest ival  industr y  
that  con t inues to br ing in  
lar ge crowds and m assive 
am oun ts of  at ten t ion  year  
af ter  year . 

Coach el l a: w h at?s al l  th e hy p e 
abou t?
By M I A KAUFFM AN
Staff Writer
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Ketan j i  B r ow n  Jack son  con f i r m ed  to 
Su p r em e Cou r t
By JAY M OT I WALA 
Editor- in-Chief



3

T he Prowler thanks our  patrons for  thei r  generous suppor t !
L I FET I M E PAT RO N S

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
Joel ly  &  Peter  Belm an

T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie?s Backyard  BBQ
A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown  

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D ?Cr uz Fam i ly
Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son

Ju l ie D in tam in
T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , &  L auren  
D eVi to

D iane &  D ave Faulkner
T he Fawley Fam i ly  

T he Feingold  Fam i ly  
T he Fier stein  Fam i ly  

Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein  

Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an  
D onna &  Chr is Fur nas 

Br yn  Gaer tner  
Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, L L C 

N anette &  D avid  Gi l les 
T he Golan  Fam i ly

T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly
Robin  H ieder

T he H or an  Fam i ly
T he H um phreys Fam i ly

T he H wang Fam i ly
Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson
T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly

Susan  Katz
Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner
T he Kennedy Fam i ly

T he Kim  Fam i ly
T he Kotok Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal
T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian

T he L ake Fam i ly
L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom

T he L oeb Fam i ly
Karen  L oggia

T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel
T he M i l ls Fam i ly

T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly
T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly
Br ian  M onk &  Jan ice M onk 

M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk 
Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala 

M T UT RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion  
I n  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees 

El isa N iem tzow 
T he N y land Fam i ly  

Alex O kun  
T he Par ker  Fam i ly  

N ina Paul  
I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins 

D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke 
Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa

T he Pr ice Fam i ly  
T he Purdy Fam i ly  

Anne &  Bob Q uinn  
L aur a Rister  

Jam ie Rosen thal  
T he Rudn ic Fam i ly  

T he Schneibolk Fam i ly  
M indy Stoler  

T he Str im p le Fam i ly  
Patr icia Shaf fer  

N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

20 21-22 
YEA RLY 

PAT RO N S
An i ta K lein

Sim on  &  L isa L eath

Want to see  your name here or 
in the Lifetime Patrons 

section? Become a patron of 
T he Prowler by following the 
instructions below. T hank you 

for supporting student 
journalism!

BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER!

Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  c/ o T he Prowler , or  d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am es(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper
- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)

N EW S T H E  P R OW L E R

Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler
Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal  
D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein  

T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
Joel ly  &  Peter  Belm an

T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie?s Backyard  BBQ
A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown  

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D ?Cr uz Fam i ly
Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son

Ju l ie D in tam in
T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , &  L auren  
D eVi to

D iane &  D ave Faulkner
T he Fawley Fam i ly  

T he Feingold  Fam i ly  
T he Fier stein  Fam i ly  

Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein  

Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an  
D onna &  Chr is Fur nas 

Br yn  Gaer tner  
Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, L L C 

N anette &  D avid  Gi l les 
T he Golan  Fam i ly

T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly
Robin  H ieder

T he H or an  Fam i ly
T he H um phreys Fam i ly

T he H wang Fam i ly
Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson
T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly

Susan  Katz
Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner
T he Kennedy Fam i ly

T he Kim  Fam i ly
T he Kotok Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal
T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian

T he L ake Fam i ly
L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom

T he L oeb Fam i ly
Karen  L oggia

T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel
T he M i l ls Fam i ly

T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly
T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly
Br ian  M onk &  Jan ice M onk 

M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk 
Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala 

M T UT RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion  
I n  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees 

El isa N iem tzow 
T he N y land Fam i ly  

Alex O kun  
T he Par ker  Fam i ly  

N ina Paul  
I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins 

D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke 
Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa

T he Pr ice Fam i ly  
T he Purdy Fam i ly  

Anne &  Bob Q uinn  
L aur a Rister  

Jam ie Rosen thal  
T he Rudn ic Fam i ly  

T he Schneibolk Fam i ly  
M indy Stoler  

T he Str im p le Fam i ly  
Patr icia Shaf fer  

N ancy &  M ike Shank 
D iane &  John  Schm id  
T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly  

Car la Tevaul t  
T he Veckm an  Fam i ly  
T he W einstein  Fam i ly  

T he W i lson  Fam i ly  
M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s 

Sue &  Jay W ingate 
Carole W or k ing

M A Y  6 , 2 0 2 2

W e al l  know how im por tan t other s 
can  be in  our  l i ves. W hether  a hum an  
m akes a great im pact or  som e for m  of  
pet, i t  i s im por tan t for  ever yone to 
have som eone in  thei r  house or  near  
them  to whom  they m ake a 
d i f ference. 

I n  the L akeland/ Ken t lands 
neighbor hood, folks tend to welcom e 
pets in to thei r  hom es w i th  open  ar m s 
as a source of  com for t  and to br igh ten  
thei r  l i ves. T h is was the exact case for  
L eonard  Kap lan . Kap lan  had a rough  
last  two year s. At  the beginn ing of  the 
pandem ic, h is w i fe, M ar y, was 
d iagnosed w i th  dem en t ia and Kap lan  
m ade a d i f f i cu l t  but  necessar y 
decision  to put her  in  a nur sing hom e. 
H e never  wen t a day w i thout a v isi t  or  
a cal l , ?even  when  I  d idn?t th ink I  
cou ld  hand le i t . I  needed her  in  m y 
l i fe and she needed m e,? Kap lan  said . 
?M y fam i ly  took not ice of  th is and 
convinced m e to adopt a dog.?

Kap lan  wen t search ing for  h is new 
fam i ly  m em ber  im m ediately  before 
f ind ing h is new dog H ai ley, an  Af r ican  
H un t ing D og-Ger m an  Shepard  m ix 
who is shy and for m er ly  abused, yet  
sweet. ?L ots of  t im es she just  pu l ls m e 
wh i le she goes and chases a fox and I  

have to let  go of  her  leash . 
But she always f inds her  way 
back hom e,? Kap lan  said . 

T he Ken t lands is a great 
p lace to m eet new peop le 
and of ten , peop le m eet 
other s th rough  thei r  dogs 
in ter act ing. ?O r iginal ly  i t  fel t  
l i ke a chore, but af ter  
m eet ing these lovely  peop le 
around th is neighbor hood, 
I ?ve star ted  to not th ink of  i t  
as a chore anym ore,? said  
residen t Jonathan  
Greenbur g. 

?W aking up  in  the 
m or n ing to walk the dog 
real ly  helped m y dai ly  
schedule. I t?s al lowed m e to 
star t  m y day ear ly. M ost 
t im es i t?s not by choice but 
i t 's help fu l ,? said  Greenbur g. 
?I  m ean , who doesn?t wan t a 
dog l i ck ing thei r  f ace as an  
alar m  clock?? he added 
sarcast ical ly. 

O f ten t im es, peop le tend 
to sleep  in  because i t 's easier . 
But hav ing a dog can  change 
your  m en tal i ty  f r om  ?I  should  get up  
now? to ?I  need to get up  now,? since 
you have som eone rely ing on  you. 

D ina D oron , for m er  hai r  sty l i st  
and L akelands residen t, en joys her  
dog, but i s sat isf ied  w i th  just  the one. 

?D on?t get m e wrong, I  love [m y dog], 
but  I  don?t th ink I  can  [get at tached] 
l i ke th is again ,? she said . D oron  
adopted L i ly, 15, a K ing Char les, r igh t  
when  L i ly  was bor n . ?I t  was extrem ely 
d i f f i cu l t  at  f i r st . But soon  she lear ned 
what I  had taugh t her  and i t  has been  

great since,? she said . 
Al l  in  al l , the Ken t lands/ L akelands 

com m un i ty  loves thei r  dogs and 
en joys the com pany they p rov ide. Just  
l i ke that , the com m un i ty  let  the dogs 
out!

W h o let  th e dogs ou t? T h e Ken t l an ds!

By CH ASE SOT SKY
Journalism B Student

Lakelands/Kentlands community discuss their thoughts on their furry friends

Main Street in the Kentlands neighborhood

FLICKR /  BEYONDDC
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Social  m ed ia p oses n ew  p ossi b i l i t i es f or  
teen s to becom e p ol i t i cal l y  act i ve 

Teens today are m ore outspoken  
than  ever . W hether  i t  be par t i cipat ing 
in  a studen t act iv ism  project  for  gun  
con trol , advocat ing for  m ore m en tal  
heal th  resources, or  p rotest ing for  
abor t ion  access, they have used thei r  
voices and thei r  power  in  num ber s to 
st i r  change. O ne of  the m ain  ways 
they?ve un i ted  is th rough  social  
m ed ia. I nstagr am , Facebook, and 
T ik tok are on ly  som e of  the resources 
our  gener at ion  uses to express thei r  
passions w i th  other  peop le. T h is leads 
to the quest ion  that m any have been  
wonder ing, ?I s social  m ed ia m ak ing 
teens today too concer ned w i th  
pol i t i cs?? 

 T h is i s a m ul t i layered quest ion , 
and therefore requ i res an  exp lanat ion  
to the sam e degree. Fi r st , we need to 
look deeper  in to the grow ing in terest  
in  pol i t i cal  act iv ism  that adolescen ts 
have expressed in  the past sever al  
year s. A sur vey done by T he N ew Yor k 
T im es revealed  ?A gener at ion  of  
soon - to-be voter s who fel t  
d isi l lusioned by gover nm en t and 
pol i t i cs, and al ready hardened along 
pol i t i cal  l ines ?  som eth ing pol i t i cal  

scien t ists said  was new for  peop le th is 
young.? I t  wen t on  to also reveal  a 
?sign i f i can t share of  teenager s who 
fel t  m ot ivated  to becom e involved 
them selves, whether  out of  

insp i r at ion  or  f r ustr at ion .? T he 
p ressing quest ion  is, what i s causing 
th is gener at ion  to becom e m ore 
pol i t i cal ly  act ive than  ever  before? 

 T he answer  is sim p le: the use of  

social  m ed ia. W hen  we look back 
m aybe 25 or  30  year s ago, we d id  not 
see near ly  as m any teens involved 
w i th  advocat ing for  what they bel ieve. 
Accord ing to PBS N ewsH our, ?Teens 

have been  using social  m ed ia to 
ci r cu late news posts, r egister  to vote, 
share pet i t ions, f undr aise, donate, 
of fer  pol i t i cal  com m en tar y, docum en t 
and share acts of  in just ice and 
m obi l i ze thei r  peer s to take act ion .? 
W i th  easy access to so m any d i f feren t 
groups of  peop le w i th  just  the cl i ck of  
your  phone, i t  has becom e in f in i tely  
easier  for  h igh  school  or  col lege-age 
studen ts to un i te.

 Som e w i l l  ar gue, however, that  
th is i s not a posi t ive th ing, and adds 
p ressure and stress to teens. I n  an  
ar t i cle f r om  Am er ican  Un iver si ty, i t  
states, ?O ne of  the hal lm ar ks of  
gener al i zed anxiety  d isorder , or  GAD, 
is f r equen t wor r y  about m any issues 
or  even ts. N onetheless, i t  shou ld  
signal  to paren ts of  ch i ld ren  w i th  
anx iety  d isorder s that  wor r y ing about 
pol i t i cal  i ssues cou ld  be an  add i t ional  
stressor .? W h i le th is m ay be tr ue, and 
pol i t i cs m ay heigh ten  the stress of  
peop le w i th  anx iety, hav ing a 
d isregard  or  im par t ial  v iew on  cur ren t 
i ssues is not the solu t ion  to help ing 
al lev iate som eone?s anxiety. 

 U l t im ately, i t?s any th ing but 

negat ive for  teens to be involved 
pol i t i cal ly. Using social  m ed ia to thei r  
advan tage to m ake a real  im pact on  
our  wor ld  has the poten t ial  to have 
am azing ef fects. I t?s up  to us, the next 
gener at ion , to use our  resources to 
our  advan tage and m ake an  im pact. 
Af ter  al l , teens are the f u ture, r igh t?

W e n eed  to ban d  togeth er  to solve th e l oom in g 
cl im ate ch an ge cr i si s 

Im agine that i t  i s the year  20 70 , 
and you decide to go for  a walk . You 
th row on  som e f l ip - f lops and open  
your  f r on t  door  to head outside. You 
are instan t ly  sweat ing since i t  i s 
extrem ely hot outside, one of  the side 
ef fects of  cl im ate change. O n  top  of  
that , there are regu lar  heavy 
downpour s and m ajor  f loods. 
D rough ts cause shor tages of  d r ink ing 
water , and poor  qual i ty  d r ink ing wate. 

N ASA scien t ists bel ieve that in  the 
f u ture, there w i l l  be m ore heatwaves, 
changes in  p recip i tat ion  patter ns, 
tem per atures on  the r i se, stronger  and 
m ore in tense hur r icanes, sea level  
r i ses, and m ore.

 T hey expressed in  an  ar t i cle that , 
?Global  cl im ate change has al ready 
had obser vable ef fects on  the 
env i ronm en t. Glacier s have sh r unk, 
i ce on  r iver s and lakes is break ing up  
ear l ier , p lan t  and an im al  r anges have 
sh i f ted  and trees are f lower ing 
sooner.?

 ??Global  war m ing? refer s to the 
r i se in  global  tem per atures due 

m ain ly  to the increasing 
concen tr at ions of  greenhouse gases in  
the atm osphere,? accord ing to USGS 
(Un i . ??Cl im ate change? refer s to the 
increasing changes in  the m easures of  
cl im ate over  a long per iod  of  t im e ?  
includ ing p recip i tat ion , tem per ature, 
and w ind  patter ns.?

 O ur  wor ld  i s f u l l  of  so m any 
d i f feren t p laces, each  un iquely  
beaut i f u l  in  i ts own  way. I f  we wan t i t  
to stay th is way, we need to take 
act ion . T h is m eans m ore of  the th ree 
r ?s; reduce, reuse and recycle, m ore 
renewables, such  as solar  or  w ind  
ener gy, and reducing greenhouse gas  
em issions. 

  I f  we as a peop le band together  
to solve th is i ssue, we cou ld  see a huge 
tur naround on  our  p lanet. 
Cl im ate.gov states that , ?Tr ansi t ion ing 
to ener gy sources that do not em i t  
greenhouse gases, can  slow the pace 
of  cl im ate change.? 

 I f  we al l  m ake sm al l  changes to 
our  dai ly  p r act ices, we can  m odi f y  the 
d i rect ion  that we are going, and see 
huge im provem en ts w i th  the state of  
our  p lanet. 

By KAT E BELM AN
Journalism Student

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

These opinion pieces (and one on page 8) were written by Journalism B students and chosen for 
publication in a blind/anonymous review by Prowler editors.

By CH ASE PASEKOFF
Journalism Student
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T he newsboys of  N ew Yor k 
electr i f ied  the Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School  theater  w i th  thei r  
show-stopp ing, hum orous, and w i t ty  
D isney p roduct ion  of  N ewsies. L iv ing 
in  the Big App le in  the late 180 0 s 
sounds l i ke a dream , doesn?t i t? W el l , 
the cast and crew of  N ewsies brough t 
the gr ave real i t ies and chal lenges of  
l i f e as a newsboy dur ing the N ewsboy 
Str ike of  1899 to l i fe and fu l ly  
em br aced and d isp layed the sp i r i t  and 
fer vor  i t  took to take a stand against  
the in just ices of  N ew Yor k?s two 
publ ish ing t i tans.

T h is classic, t im eless m usical  
fo l lows the stor y  of  Jack Kel ly  
(M atthew Rubin), a rebel l ious teen  
l iv ing on  the streets of  N ew Yor k . 
W h i le Jack dream s of  a bigger  and 
better  l i fe f ar  away f rom  the ci ty  in  
San ta Fe, he?s pover ty -str i cken  and 
barely  sur v ives on  h is m eager  pay as a 
newsboy. Jack and h is crew of  
rough -and- tum ble ?newsies? decide 
they?ve had enough  and take act ion  
against  two publ ish ing t i tans fol low ing 

a r i se in  newspaper  p r ices. T h is 
h istor ical  yet  l i vely  m usical  d i rected  
by Jess Vogel  cap t ivated  aud ience 
m em ber s, unvei l ing the cor r up t ion  
and greed in  the news industr y  dur ing 
the tur n  of  the 20 th  cen tur y. Jack 
Kel ly  cou ldn?t have said  i t  bet ter  
h im sel f : ?W i thout newsies, nobody 

knows noth in?.?
Ever y char acter  in  the show was 

wel l -p layed, w i th  
d ist inct  char acter  
choices that con tr asted  
w i th  the other  
char acter s. D anny 
Z heng?s m anner ism s 
and physical i ty  as L es 
Jacobs were evocat ive of  
a cheeky younger  
brother  and p in t- sized 
salesboy. As beloved 
D avey Jacobs, H ayden  
Polsky p layed in to h is 
role as the str ai t - laced, 
br igh t  big brother  and 
br ains of  the resistance 
?  a per fect  com plem en t 
to L es. Sung w i th  an  
endear ing sm i le and 
char ism at ic char m , the 
aud ience was sold  by 
Polsky?s up l i f t ing solo p iece in  ?Seize 
the D ay.? Kather ine Plum ber ?s str uggle 
to m ake a nam e for  her sel f  as a 
legi t im ate jour nal ist  was por tr ayed 
excel len t ly  by Cather ine Br ady. 
M em or able per for m ances included 
Jordan  Richard , who brough t the 
aud ience to tear s w i th  h is em ot ional  
and per fect-p i tch  solo as Cr utch ie in  
?L etter  f r om  the Refuge.? M atthew 
Rubin  as Jack Kel ly  acted  at  the 
Broadway- level  and m ain tained an  

im pressive N ew Yor k accen t am idst  
com plex stage com bat, choreogr aphy, 
and solo num ber s. Patr ick Bar ret t?s 
m enacing tone tr u ly  com pl im en ted 
h is char acter  of  h igh  author i ty, Joseph  
Pul i tzer . L ast  but not least , Gior gia 
D al lasta, as M edda L ar k in , 
dem onstr ated  con f idence and power  

in  her  voice. W h i le d ressed to the 
n ines, D al lasta?s gor geous vocals in  
?T hat?s Rich? per fect ly  m atched her  
v ivacious costum es.

T he p rops in  the p roduct ion , 
m anaged by Aver ie Pascal l  and Alor a 
Pel tzm an , cap tured the ?f rom  the 
ground up  at t i tude? the boys had to 
l i ve by in  th is t im e per iod . Prop  
choices were though tfu l , includ ing 
Cr utch ie?s cr u tch  (clever ly  d r aped in  a 
str i ke f lag m id-p roduct ion), 
Kather ine?s v in tage cam er a, and 

m ul t ip le stacks of  authen t ic- look ing 
newspaper s. Fur ther m ore, costum es 
by Finn  Cam pbel l , Pr iyanka Estol l , 
and Kangm in  Kim  fabu lously  
conveyed the r ugged sty le of  
newsboys at  the end of  the 19th  
cen tur y and al l  the in tr i cate 
char acter-speci f i c p ieces. 

Fur ther m ore, m akeup by Jam ie 
L oeh r  expressed the tough -guy 
exter ior  of  the newsboys, in  tandem  
w i th  costum ing, add ing a f an tast ic 
Broadway- level  techn ical  elem en t to 
the show. O ver al l , the p roduct ion  
wonder fu l ly  d isp layed the power  of  
the young boys who r al l ied  across 
N ew Yor k Ci ty  to str i ke against  the 
un fai r  cond i t ions and r aise newspaper  
d istr ibut ion  p r ices. T he end ing, 
packed w i th  the h igh -ener gy and gr i t  
of  the cast, f u r ther  i l lum inated H ar vey 

Fier stein?s author ial  in ten t and 
sum m oned the aud ience to consider  
thei r  pur pose and relat ionsh ips in  l i fe. 
Know ing that those around us can  
help  gu ide us and ser ve as our  
m en tor s on  the r igh t  path . W e, too, 
can  seize the day !
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?You won?t m ake any f r iends. 
You?l l  m iss out on  the exper ience. 
Em ployer s won?t take you ser iously.? I s 
what M egan  L ee f rom  GoAbroad.com  
states are reasons studen ts com ing out 
of  h igh  school  should  not take a gap  
year. 

T hough  gap  year s have 
becom e m ore f requen t, they are st i l l  
v iewed as unconven t ional . I t  i s 
assum ed that studen ts who decide to 
take a gap  year  are lethar gic and less 
m ot ivated  to retur n  to col lege or  
un iver si ty. T hese assum ptions have 
p roven  to be f alse: accord ing to the 
Gap Year  Associat ion  and col lege 
f inance websi te w i th f r ank.or g, sur veys 
found that 90 % of  those who took a 
gap  were back in  school  w i th in  a year  . 
T here is m ore to tak ing a gap  year  
than  being lazy. 

W hy do peop le take gap  
year s? T he biggest reason  is feel ing 
unprepared. Af ter  four  year s of  h igh  
school  educat ion , som e m ay feel  that  
i t  wasn?t enough  for  them  to d iscover  
what they wan t to study and what they 
wan t to do w i th  thei r  l i f e. Going in to 
col lege and r andom ly select ing a 
m ajor  you are unsure about i s a 
qu icker  path  to bur nout com pared to 
tak ing a gap  year. Researcher s f r om  
w i thFr ank.or g concluded that at  least  

80 % of  col lege studen ts change thei r  
m ajor  th roughout thei r  col lege 
educat ion . Studen ts tak ing a gap  year, 
on  the other  hand, have given  
them selves m ore t im e to ref lect  upon  
thei r  in terests. 

 Another  m ore speci f i c 
reason  to take a gap  year  i s to develop  
a real  sense of  the wor k wor ld : tak ing 
on  in ter nsh ips, per haps l iv ing and 
tr avel ing on  your  own , and 

networ k ing in  order  to create lar ger  
oppor tun i t ies r ather  than  ones inside 
a col lege. Boost ing your  wor k resum e, 
your  wor k exper ience, and 
in ter act ions w i th  peop le outside of  

col lege can  autom at ical ly  give you an  
advan tage once you retur n  to col lege. 
Accord ing to research  f rom  W ester n  
Gover nor s Un iver si ty, 66% of  studen ts 
who took a gap  year  said  they took 
thei r  wor k m ore ser iously  when  they 
retur ned to col lege. T here is an  
obv ious m indset change that has 
benef i ted  f rom  a gap  year. 

 W h i le the growth  and release 
one m igh t feel  f r om  a gap  year  m igh t 

cause endur ing m atur i ty  and 
developm en t, the m en tal  r el ief  alone 
that a gap  year  studen t would  feel  m ay 
outnum ber  the posi t ives of  th row ing 
onesel f  r igh t  in to col lege. Accord ing 

to Yel lowBr ick , a psych iatr i c cen ter  
based near  Ch icago, ?gap year s can  be 
a real  asset when  i t  com es to m en tal  
heal th  [as] around one- th i r d  of  
col lege-aged Am er ican  studen ts 
repor ted  exper iencing depression  in  
the year  p r ior  to [col lege].? T he m en tal  
burden  som e studen ts have fel t  
th roughout h igh  school  m igh t 
con tr ibute to a lack of  per for m ance in  
col lege. H owever, a gap  year  cou ld  
rel ieve studen ts of  the l im i tat ion  
caused by depression , im prov ing thei r  
per for m ance in  the f u ture. Gap year s 
are benef icial  speci f i c to studen ts? 
m en tal  heal th  in  that  studen ts are able 
to iden t i f y  a stronger  sense of  sel f , 
develop  an  im proved un iver sal  
per spect ive w i th  relat ionsh ips, and 
gain  an  expand ing com petence 
requ i red  for  m ean ingfu l  and 
pur posefu l  l i v ing outside of  school . 
T he independence, stabi l i ty, and 
sel f -d i rected  responsibi l i ty  al lows 
studen ts tak ing a gap  year  to f lour ish . 

 I f  you are a gr aduat ing 
sen ior  or  r i sing cur ren t jun ior , and 
you feel  extrem ely stressed about your  
l i fe and career  path , don?t feel  
asham ed to m ake that decision  to take 
a gap  year. O ppor tun i t ies are 
expand ing and now m ore than  ever  i s 
the per fect  t im e to lear n  m ore about 
your sel f  wh i le d iscover ing your  
independence.

D on ?t f ear , a gap  year  i s h er e!
Why students should consider taking a year off between high school and college

Rev iew : Q O 's Sp r i n g M u si cal , Newsies
This review was written as part of the Cappies program, where area high school students review plays from other schools. Look 

out for the Cappies award ceremony on May 10 to see if Newsies was norminated for any awards!

VIEWPOINT

By REESE OWENS and
CARLY M ALAM UT
Staff Writer and Journalism Student

By M AYA BERRY
Student Reviewer from South Lake 
H igh School, Reston, VA

FELIX ANGELASTRO
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W H A T  M U S IC  IS

Q O  
L IS T E N IN G  
...............,,,,,,,,,T O ?

L u l u  B ak er , j u n i or
"The last  thing I  l istened to was 
Let 's Dance by David Bow ie."  
Baker  said that  she has also been 
l istening to "Juno" by Remi Wolf 
r ecent ly. When asked why she 
enjoyed Remi Wolf, Baker  said, " I  
don't  even know how you can 
descr ibe Remi Wolf."  Baker  is a 
fan of a var iety of genr es, 
including pop and al ter nat ive 
pop, which includes ar t ists l ike 
Remi Wolf.

D ar i u s El l i s, sen i or
Ell is said that  the last  thing he 
l istened to was, 'What  H appened 
to Vir gi l?' by L i l  Dur k. " I 've been 
l istening to 7220 by L i l  Dur k a lot  
r ecent ly,"  said El l is. To El l is, one 
of the most  appeal ing par ts of L i l  
Dur k is that  he tel ls the t r uth in 
his r aps and inf luences the 
cr owd. Dar ius also stated that  he 
" just  l ike[s]  r ap, R& B too."  H e 
added, " I t  gets me thr ough the 
day, gets me mot ivated."

Lucid Dr eam (Beach Bums)

D ecl an  K i m , j u n i or
"The last  thing I  l istened to was 
'Dir t y' by Beach Bums,' said Kim.  
"Recent ly I 've been l istening to 
Shoegaze. I  l ike the blended 
vocals, i t 's calming and i t  has 
mesmer izing vocals that  sound 
under water."   Some of the main 
genr es Kim mainly l istens to 
include r ock, indie music,  and 
sur f punk, but  his taste is br oad.  
Kim also stated that  he l istens to 
music  since i t  helps dist r act  him 
fr om what 's going on.

Let 's Dance (David Bowie)

7220 (L i l  Dur k)

When The Wor ld Comes Down (The 
Al l  Amer ican Rejects)

Gr avi t y (Br ent  Faiyaz, DJ Dahi, and 
Tyler  the Cr eator )

Folk lor e (Taylor  Sw ift )

An on ym ou s, j u n i or
"The last  thing I  l istened to was, 
"Gives You H el l"  by The Al l  
Amer ican Rejects. "One ar t ist  I 've 
been l istening to a lot  is N eon 
Tr ees. I  l ike i t  cause i t 's good and 
k inda upbeat . I  also l ike K-pop, l ike 
BTS and TWICE and BLACKPIN K. I  
l ike to play BTS on the piano,"  they 
said. " I  l isten to music when I  play 
Valor ant  and go to the gym."  The 
inter viewee also stated that  they 
enjoyed playing piano and they 
enjoyed Ger man composer s.

SATURATION  I I I  (BROCKH AM PTION )

Car l y M al am u t , 
sop h om or e
"The last  thing I  l istened to was 
'N at ional  Anthem' by Lana Del 
Rey,"  said M alamut . She has also 
been l istening to 'Cal l  M e I f  You 
Get  Lost ' by Tyler, The Cr eator  
r ecent ly. She said that  she, "L ikes 
the way that  Tyler, The Cr eator  
tel ls a stor y thr oughout  the album 
and ever y song connects."  
M alamut  also enjoys indie and 
indie folk  due to the way i t  
r eminds her  of natur e and being 
outside.Bor n To Die (Lana Del Rey)

Sean  Ru b er y, f r esh m an
The last  thing Ruber y l istened to 
was 'Cont r ol '  by Doja Cat . H e has 
been l istening to Doja Cat  a lot  
r ecent ly and says that  he enjoys 
that  the ar t ist  is "calm and k ind of 
slow  but  has a big beat ."  H e l ikes 
hip-hop and indie for  the same 
r easons, ci t ing the calming beat . 
Ruber y said that  he typical ly 
l istens to music when he is "doing 
wor k,"  stat ing that  i t  "helps [him]  
concent r ate."

Pur r r !  (Doja Cat )

Q O  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  s o m e  
,,,,,,d i v e r s e  m u s i c  t a s t e s .

S o  w h a t  
,,,,,,,h a v e  t h e y  
' ' ' ' ' ,' b e e n  
,,,,,,,l i s t e n in g    
,,,,,,,t o ? I sh an i  M ah esh war i , 

f r esh m an
M aheshwar i 's most  r ecent  l isten 
was the song 'Jumper ' by Thir d Eye 
Bl ind. M aheshwar i  stated that  she 
has, "been l istening to 'M y H ead Is 
An Animal ' by [sic.]  M onster s and 
M en."  She enjoys the album 
because, " I t 's not  r eal ly pop. I t 's 
mor e l ike a chi l l  r ock. I t 's not  
upbeat  but  not  gloomy and i t 's 
r eal ly calming."  Befor e a soccer  
game, when she is anxious, 
M aheshwar i  f inds her sel f  l istening 
to music to chi l l  out .

Annihi lat ion of the Wicked (N i le) TAKE TIM E (Giveon)

Thir d Eye Bl ind (Thir d Eye Bl ind)

B y  H a y le y  A s a i
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W hen  m ost peop le th ink of  AP 
Biology, they th ink r igorous, 
f ast-paced, and dem and ing. Peop le 
th ink of  the safety  goggles and 
exper im en t stat ions, the lab analysis 
and research . T hey m igh t not be 
th ink ing of  bi r thday celebr at ions, 
social  m ed ia pages, and fun . H owever, 
in  John  L anham ?s seven th  and eigh th  
per iod  AP Biology class, studen ts get 
the best of  both  wor lds. 

L anham ?s class is un ique: they 
have a great com m un i ty  inside and 
outside of  the classroom . T h is has not 
on ly  m ade studen ts happ ier , but  i t  
also f aci l i tates better  lear n ing dur ing 
class. ?I  th ink that  the class 
com m un i ty  has im pacted m y 
lear n ing posi t ively  as I  feel  m ore 
engaged in  the classroom ,? says sen ior  
Kath r yn  Cr ane. ?I  feel  that  m y 
lear n ing has strengthened since I  can  
col labor ate w i th  m y classm ates 
w i thout a sense of  com pet i t ion  or  
judgm en t f r om  one another .?

T h is sen t im en t i s shared by m any 
in  the class. Jun ior , Tess I saacson , 
expresses how m uch  she en joys the 
class: ?I  look for ward  to i t  ever y single 
day.? T he class env i ronm en t stem s 

f rom  being col labor at ive. Ever yone 
helps each  other  to lear n  the m ater ial . 
I saacson  says, ?I  feel  l i ke I  can  ask any 
quest ion  and not feel? pressure or  feel  
l i ke I ?m  being judged for  ask ing.? 
Ever yone is encour aged to wor k hard  
wh i le en joy ing being in  class w i th  
each  other . 

Accord ing to the Cen tre for  
Teach ing and L ear n ing, ?A sign i f i can t 
relat ionsh ip  has been  iden t i f ied  
between  classroom  com m un i ty  and 
perceived cogn i t ive lear n ing, lear n ing 
engagem en t, and lear n ing outcom es.? 
T he m ore com for table peop le are 
w i th  thei r  peer s, the m ore con f iden t 
they are to par t i cipate and ask 
quest ions. T h is helps studen ts not 
on ly  w i th  under stand ing m ater ial  
f r om  one class, but sets them  up  for  
success in  the f u ture. T he class 
connect ion  is strong w i th  the AP Bio 
class, and so is the eager ness to lear n .

N ot on ly  does the class care for  
each  other , they also care for  thei r  
teacher  ver y m uch  as wel l . For  
L anham ?s bi r thday, the en t i r e class 
orchestr ated  a celebr at ion  includ ing 
cake, signs, and par ty  hats for  
ever yone. ?Gett ing h im  a cake and 
singing h im  happy bi r thday? was so 
f un  to do, sen ior  Jack M endelow says. 
A p icture of  the en t i r e class 
celebr at ing can  be found on  the class 

I nstagr am  page ?apbiowolves,? where 
the studen ts are act ively  post ing 
about ever y th ing they get up  to. T he 
bio says ?Best class ever !? and 

ever y th ing about L anham ?s AP 
Biology class p roves the statem en t 
t r ue.

A P B io com m u n i ty  i n cr eases 
stu den t  l ear n i n g an d  en gagem en t
By DELI LAH  LOCKE
Journalism Student

H ow  does m u si c i n f l u en ce th e w ay 
w e'r e p er ceived?

Grow ing up  in  N iger ia, I  was 
sur rounded by a cu l ture heavi ly  
dependen t on  m usic and fash ion . 
Since I  cou ld  rem em ber, I ?ve always 
been  a m usical  per son . From  r ap , to 
ind ie, to jazz, I ?ve never  been  one to 
d iscr im inate. Seeing the d i f ference in  
peop le's f aces when  m usic tur ns on  
and how i t  m ade ever yone 
feel  so connected m ade m e 
feel  so con ten t. 

Around the age of  9 I  
m oved to Am er ica. T he 
cu l tur al  d i f ferences were 
star k ; T he way peop le ate, 
what they ate, the th ings 
they l i stened to, and how i t  
separ ated  peop le, and even  
the clothes they wore, and 
the judgm en t that  cam e 
w i th  i t . I  was on ly  9 but 
even  at  that  age i t  was ver y 
not iceable. 

Grow ing up  in  Am er ica, 
I  was sur rounded by peop le 

of  d i f feren t cu l tures, sty les 
and ways of  l i f e, and m usic 
was a huge par t  of  that .

 Repor ter  Jacquel ine 

H oward  exp lains th rough  a study that, 
?Your  taste in  m usic m igh t have m ore 
to do w i th  the cu l ture around you 
than  how your  br ain  is w i red .? I  
m oved f rom  a p lace where ever yone 
was cu l tur al ly  the sam e to grow ing up  
in  a p redom inan t ly  wh i te area. I  spen t 
m ost of  m y adolescence in  a box, 
being m ade fun  of , and just  over al l  
d i f feren t.  

 O ne of  the ways I  though t I  cou ld  
f i t  in  better  was by changing the m usic 

I  l i stened to.
 Researcher  D r  Susino exp lains 

that  ?Som e peop le seem  to have 
al ready sett led  on  thei r  em ot ional  
r esponses w i thout even  hear ing the 
m usic, by dr aw ing on  p rejud ices or  
stereotypes around par t i cu lar  gen res 
of  m usic,? M y top  p layed songs wen t 
f r om  af ro beats to a var iat ion  of  pop  
songs 

I  was used to m usic br inging 
peop le together  not separ at ing them , 

so why is i t  so d i f feren t here? W hy 
cou ld  I  connect w i th  a cer tain  group  
of  peop le by l i sten ing to r ap  and I  
cou ld  connect w i th  another  group  by 
l i sten ing to pop? M aybe i t  was because 
we were so young and im pressionable, 
and the m ed ia taugh t stereotypes 
in f luenced us so m uch , but because I  
and other  peop le acted  d i f feren t ly  
than  these stereotypes d idn 't  m ean  we 
should  have been  r id icu led .

T he Alest le staf f  exp lains, ?M usic 
ser ves as a tool  for  peop le to 
def ine them selves and thei r  
cu l ture, and al lows peop le to 
express them selves th rough  
per for m ance or  even  just  
th rough  l i sten ing.? Because 
we d id  not know nor  
under stand our selves yet the 
im pact other  peop le's 
op in ions had on  us great ly  
af fected  who we were. O ne 
step  to t r u ly  accep t ing the 
peop le around us is 
accep t ing thei r  cu l ture and 
thei r  d i f ferences. M usic i s a 
big par t  of  cu l ture 

ever ywhere and 
under stand ing that w i l l  star t  
the change we need as a 
society.

A photo of Mr. Lanham's AP Bio class on the day of his birthday celebration.

VIA INSTAGRAM @APBIOWOLVES

VIEWPOINT

By M AM UYOVWI  JAGH A
Journalism Student

LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICISM



Ever  since i ts N ovem ber  20 21 
release, Encanto has been  a h i t  w i th  
v iewer s of  al l  ages. Af ter  the f i lm  
cam e out on  D isney Plus, i t  was 
d i f f i cu l t  to spend any t im e on  
I nstagr am  or  T ik Tok w i thout com ing 
across a song f rom  the soundtr ack . By 
Januar y, ?W e D on?t Talk About Br uno? 
reached #1 on  the Bi l lboard  H ot 10 0 . 

As the d i rector  and co-wr i ter  of  
Encanto, Jared Bush  ?92 recen t ly  
accep ted the O scar  for  Best An im ated 
Feature. Bush?s other  cred i ts include 
Zootopia (co-d i rector  and co-wr i ter ), 
M oana (w r i ter ), and Raya and the Last 
Dragon (execut ive p roducer ). 

 D ur ing h is t im e at  Q O , Bush  
in i t ial ly  focused on  m ath  and science. 
?I  d idn?t care for  Engl ish , but  I  had an  
awesom e teacher. She real ly  pushed 
m e and though t I  cou ld  be real ly  good 
at  creat ive wr i t ing? I  found I  r eal ly  
loved i t ,? he said .  

Bush  was also involved w i th  Q O ?s 
m usic depar tm en t. H e was a m em ber  
of  the m arch ing band, sym phon ic 
band, pep  band, jazz band, and p i t  
or chestr a, p repar ing h im  to wor k on  
m ovies w i th  strong m usical  
com ponen ts. 

?M y love for  m usic and al l  the 
educat ion  I  got  helped m e great ly. I  
under stand the language of  m usic. I t  
m akes i t  ver y easy for  m e to d iscuss 
stor ies in  ter m s of  m usic,? Bush  said .

W h i le he d idn?t know r igh t  away 

that he wan ted 
to wor k in  f i lm , 
Bush  real ized he 
was in terested  in  
the m ed ium  
af ter  receiv ing a 
v ideo cam er a 
f rom  h is 
paren ts. H e 
began  to create 
m ovie parod ies 
along w i th  
?wei rd  hom e 
v ideos? that 
som et im es 
included Q O  
teacher s. 

Gr aduat ing 
w i th  a m ajor  in  
Am er ican  and 
Engl ish  
L i ter ature f r om  
H ar vard  
Un iver si ty, Bush  
m oved to L A af ter  col lege unsure of  
what he was going to do. ?W hen  I  
star ted  in  H ol lywood, I  d idn?t know 
that I  would  be a wr i ter . I  had to lear n  
the ins and outs of  how th ings 
wor ked,? Bush  said . H e began  wor k ing 
on  the side as a scr ip treader, look ing 
over  hundreds of  scr ip ts, and spen t 
even ings af ter  wor k wr i t ing h is own . 
Bush  got h is star t  in  si tcom  wr i t ing 
and becam e a wr i ter ?s appren t ice on  a 
T V show. 

Bush  even tual ly  landed a job at  
D isney An im at ion  Stud ios, descr ibing 
the exper ience as ?ver y autonom ous. 
[W r i ter s have] lots of  leeway to wr i te 
about what we wan t? I?ve found that 

the peop le 
r unn ing th ings 
have been  
noth ing but 
wonder fu l .?
As of  th is m on th , 
Bush  has wor ked 
w i th  the com pany 
for  11 year s. 
Accord ing to h im , 
?I t?s ver y r are for  
a wr i ter  to be 
there for  m ore 
than  a year? I t?s a 
com pany that 
t r usts the 
stor y tel ler s to 
f ind  the best 
types of  stor ies.? 
Encanto i s one of  
those stor ies. 
Cen tered around 
the m agical  
M adr igal  f am i ly, 

the m ovie focuses on  M i r abel : the 
youngest of  th ree sibl ings, she is the 
on ly  m em ber  of  her  f am i ly  bor n  
w i thout a gi f t . W hen  d isaster  str i kes 
the M adr igals, she has to f igh t  to save 
her  relat ives? m agic. 

Bush  star ted  wor k ing on  Encanto 
wh i le f in ish ing Zootopia and M oana. 
To p repare, he em bar ked on  a 
two-week research  tr ip  to Colum bia, 
the m ovie?s sett ing. Bush  and h is 
col labor ator s soon  decided that they 
wan ted the stor y  to have elem en ts of  
m agical  r eal i sm . ?[W e] wan ted to 
br ing in  m agic, but  d idn?t wan t i t  to be 
European  m agic,? Bush  said . ?W e 
wan ted what you saw to be real  and 

real  p laces.?
Add i t ional ly, Bush  had to look at  

som e of  h is own  relat ionsh ips wh i le 
wor k ing on  Encanto. ?I ?m  not 
Colum bian , but I  d id  com e f rom  a 
lar ge extended fam i ly. You m ay not 
have a lar ge extended fam i ly. You 
m ay be an  on ly  ch i ld? [but]  I  r eal ly  got 
in to those stor ies and those stor ies 
becam e a lot  of  the stor ies of  Encanto,? 
he said . 

T he road to becom ing a D isney 
screenwr i ter  wasn?t always easy for  
Bush , though . ?[Accept ing feedback] 
never  gets easier . I ?ve been  doing th is 
job for  decades. Five hundred peop le 
give you feedback, on  a typ ical ly  
rough  ver sion  of  what i t?s going to be,? 
he said . ?Peop le are giv ing you th is 
feedback because they care about you 
and because they care about th is 
p roject  and, a lot  of  t im es, because 
they?re em ot ional ly  invested .? 

Bush  also exp lained how fai l ing 
has al lowed h im  to im prove as a 
wr i ter . ?Som e of  m y best lessons have 
been  th rough  fai l ing. I  r ewr i te l i ter al ly  
hundreds of  t im es. N ot once or  tw ice 
or  ten  or  twen ty? Par t  of  i t  i s bel iev ing 
you?l l  get  there som eway,? he said . I n  
f act , Bush  wrote over  1,0 0 0  dr af ts for  
M oana, over  1,50 0  dr af ts for  Zootopia, 
and 1,70 0  dr af ts for  Encanto. 

W hen  giv ing adv ice to studen ts 
asp i r ing to have a career  in  the 
en ter tainm en t industr y, Bush  said , 
?Take these oppor tun i t ies and m ake 
them  m ean  som eth ing. M ake them  
m atter . You have th is chance to tel l  
your  stor y  so m ake [i t]  m atter .?
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Q O  alu m  w in s O scar  f or  Encanto
By Fiona Feingold and Chase Pasekoff
Senior Staff Writer and Journalism 
Student

A new theatr ical  p roduct ion  
nam ed A.D . 16  had i ts wor ld  p rem iere 
at  the O lney T heatre Cen ter , r unn ing 
f rom  Febr uar y 4 th rough  M arch  20 . 
T he m usical? star r ing wel l - known  
Broadway per for m er s Phoen ix Best 
(D ear Evan H ansen) who p lays M ar y 
M agdalene, and Ben  Fankhauser  
(D isney?s N ewsies) who p lays 
Jesus? fol lows the stor y  of  M ar y 
m oving to N azareth  w i th  her  f ather , 
p layed by Alan  H . Green  (Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory), and fal l ing in  
love w i th  her  next door  
neighbor? Jesus. 

?T hey were absolu tely  lovely  to 
wor k w i th ,? O lney T heatre Com pany 
dr am atur g Al issa Klusky said , about 
wor k ing w i th  big Broadway nam es. ?I  
th ink ever ybody who wor ked on  the 
show would  say the sam e th ing about 
the p rocess, wh ich  is that  i t  was joy fu l  
f r om  star t  to f in ish .?

Klusky, as the dr am atur g, sat  in  
on  each  rehear sal , and col labor ated  
w i th  the actor s and creat ive team  to 
ensure the stor y  connected and was 
easy to fol low, and as h istor ical ly  
accur ate as possible.

T he show is loosely  based on  the 
Bible, al though  the Bible never  

exp l ici t ly  talks about Jesus? teenage 
year s. 

T he show was wr i t ten  in  a 
col labor at ive ef for t  w i th  m usic and 
ly r ics by Cinco Paul  (D espicable M e, 
Schm igadoon!), book by Bekah  

Br unstet ter  (T his Is US), and 
d i rect ion  by Stephen  Br ackett  
(Broadway?s T he Lightning T hief, Be 
M ore Chill, and  A Strange Loop, 
wh ich  w i l l  open  soon  on  Broadway 
af ter  a successfu l  r un  in  D C at the 
W ool ly  M am m oth  T heatre 
Com pany). 

T h roughout A.D . 16 's 45 day r un , 
i t  cap t ivated  aud iences th roughout 
the D M V area, wan t ing to suppor t  a 
local  show before i t  gains great 
popular i ty.

?I  have always loved seeing the 
shows at  O lney T heatre, and am  
en th r al led  when  I  have the 
oppor tun i ty  to see a show before i t  
[goes] to Broadway,? said  sen ior  
M atthew Rubin , who star red  in  
Q uince O rchard?s recen t p roduct ion  
of  N ewsies. 

T he creat ive team  of  A.D . 16  has 
thei r  eyes on  N ew Yor k , hop ing to get 
to Broadway even tual ly. ?I  suppose i t  
depends on  wh ich  p roducer  ends up  
being involved in  the show,? Klusky 
said , but  she added, ?I  th ink the team  
is def in i tely  hop ing the show w i l l  go 
to Broadway.? 

M any shows that wan t to go to 

Broadway p lay in  regional  theater s 
f i r st , l i ke the O lney T heatre Cen ter , 
so the p roduct ion  team  and fu ture 
investor s can  see how aud iences 
react. D epend ing on  the p roducer  
that  becom es involved in  A.D . 16, the 
next step  for  the show w i l l  m ost l i kely  
ei ther  be a jum p to Broadway, or  a 

r un  at  an  O f f -Broadway theater  f i r st . 
O f f -Broadway theater s are 

theater s in  N ew Yor k Ci ty  w i th  
anywhere f rom  99-499 seats. T h is 
m akes O f f -broadway shows m uch  
sm al ler  than  m ost Broadway shows, 
and therefore less expensive. O lney 
T heatre Cen ter  has a capaci ty  of  445 
seats, so a jum p to an  O f f -Broadway 
theater  would  be sign i f i can t ly  easy. 

?I  th ink i t  would  be a good f i t  on  
Broadway even tual ly. I  th ink they 
should  f i r st  t r y  O f f -Broadway and 
then  m ove to Broadway,? said  Rubin . 
H owever, he added, ?T hey w i l l  need 
to m ake som e changes for  sure. For  
exam ple the set i s too sm al l  for  a 
Broadway stage. Also, the cast ei ther  
needs to be bigger  or  sm al ler . Righ t 
now, i t  doesn?t seem  [ l i ke] the r igh t  
size for  a show l i ke th is on  Broadway.? 

Rubin  added, ?I  would  def in i tely  
wan t to see i t  i f  i t  m oved to N ew Yor k . 
I  d id  that  w i th  Beetlejuice and 
absolu tely  loved seeing the changes 
m ade.?

Engl ish  and theatre teacher, and 
Q uince O rchard  T heatre d i rector , 
Jess Vogel , agrees that she would  love 
to see A.D . 16 again , i f  or  when  i t  
even tual ly  goes to Broadway. 

?I  th ink that 's a real ly  un ique 

th ing that we have here in  the D C 
area? we have access to al l  of  these 
shows before they actual ly  go to N ew 
Yor k ,? Vogel  said . T he fact  that  the 
O lney T heatre Cen ter  r un  was the 
wor ld  p rem iere of  A.D . 16 was a 
deter m in ing f actor  for  her  in  seeing 
the show. I f  the show goes to 

Broadway, she said , ?I  just  wan ted to 
be l i ke ?O h , I  saw that before i t  was 

big.? K ind  of  br agging r igh ts, I  guess.?  
Accord ing to K lusky, the show 

w i l l  be looked at  f ur ther  for  changes 
that can  be m ade to i t , al though  she is 
hop ing that the changes w i l l  be 
m inor . ?I  def in i tely  th ink that  the 
backbone of  the stor y  i s there." 

A.D. 16 p r em ier es at  O ln ey T h eatr e Cen ter  w i th  
h op es of  m ov in g to B r oadw ay

By H AI LEY BAKER
Staff Writer

Journalism student Chase Pantezzi also 
contributed to this article.

HAILEY BAKER

This photo was taken pre-show at A.D. 
16, of its program and stage.
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I n  T he Prowler ?s M arch  18, 20 22 
issue, the ar t i cle ?Prowler  
invest igat ion  h igh l igh ts com plex i t ies 
of  Q O  sexual  assaul t  case? included 

som e inaccur acies and/ or  
am bigu i t ies. Al though  the ar t i cle was 
rev iewed by adm in istr at ion  p r ior  to 
M arch  18, we received add i t ional  
in for m at ion  af ter  the ar t i cle?s in i t ial  
publ icat ion . W e would  l i ke to i ssue 
the fol low ing cor rect ions and 

clar i f i cat ions:
-  T he ar t i cle stated  that ?Jane f i led  

her  repor t  and was instr ucted  to stay 
hom e for  a few days.? Accord ing to 
adm in istr at ion , the studen t was never  

instr ucted  to stay hom e as a resu l t  of  
r epor t ing th is al legat ion .

-  T he ar t i cle stated  that ?Jane 
received a f lash  pass to the counsel ing 

of f i ce for  her  to use.? Accord ing to 
adm in istr at ion , the studen t d id  not 
obtain  a f lash  pass because of  th is 
inciden t. T he f lash  pass was awarded 
for  another  concer n  f rom  the studen t.

-  T he ar t i cle stated  that 
?Adm in istr at ion  cou ld  not d iscuss the 

speci f i cs of  any studen t safety  p lans 
due to p r ivacy concer ns.? H owever, 
af ter  publ icat ion , physical  ev idence 
was shown  to Prowler  staf f  
con f i r m ing that a safety  p lan  had 

been  put in to p lace in  th is case, and 
that the Q O  adm in istr at ion  had 
fol lowed proper  p rocedure.

-  T he ar t i cle stated  

?Adm in istr at ion  also stated  that an  
invest igat ion  found issues w i th  the 
cred ibi l i ty  of  Jane?s stor y? ? T he 
Prowler  lear ned af ter  publ icat ion  that 
the Special  V ict im s D iv ision  of  
M on tgom er y Coun ty, not  school  
adm in istr at ion , had and has sole 

author i ty  to deter m ine the cred ibi l i ty  
of  an  al leged inciden t.

-  T he ar t i cle stated  that ?the case 
was invest igated  and then  d ism issed 
by the Special  V ict im s D iv ision  of  

M on tgom er y Coun ty.? I n  th is case, 
?d ism issed? was m ean t to convey that 
the claim  was invest igated  f u l ly  by 
M CPS and the Special  V ict im s Un i t  

and subsequen t ly  found to be 
un founded, not that  the case had 
been  d issolved before a conclusion  
was reached.

-  T he Q O  adm in istr at ion  would  
l i ke to em phasize that, as in  the case 
d iscussed in  the ar t i cle, al l  sexual  

assaul t  claim s are taken  ser iously  and 
thorough ly  invest igated . I f  you have 
exper ienced sexual  har assm en t or  
assaul t , p lease in for m  a tr usted  adu l t  
at  the school .

H oly  5h i t? A P Ex am s ar e h er e!

I t  i s Apr i l  30 . You toss and tur n  in  
your  bed fear ing the m on th  of  M ay to 
ar r ive. You th ink of  al l  the exam s you 
signed up  for  in  the beginn ing of  the 
school  year  and how in  a coup le of  
weeks, or  even  days, you w i l l  f ace 
real i ty  and take the exam s your sel f . 
W hen  the clock str i kes 12 a.m , you jol t  
up  f rom  your  bed and th ink to 
your sel f , ?I t?s AP exam  season .? 

W hether  you have p repared an  
or gan ized study schedule or  ordered 
rev iew books l i ke Bar ron?s or  
Pr inceton  Review, AP exam s can  cause 
im m ense levels of  stress am ongst 
studen ts. H owever, the cr ipp l ing 
anxiety  f r om  th is stressfu l  m on th  can  
be p reven ted by sever al  help fu l  study 
t ips, as wel l  as a few super st i t ious 
techn iques, i f  you choose to do so. 
T h is ar t i cle w i l l  p rov ide a benef icial  
gu ide to com prehend ing study 
m ater ial  m ore ef f i cien t ly, help fu l  t ips 
f r om  teacher s, and steps to take a few 
days before your  exam . Please note 
that  ever yone has thei r  own  m ethods 
to study ing and som e of  these 
p rov ided t ips and str ategies m ay wor k 
for  som e and not other s. T hat i s 
com pletely  okay !

H ow  to stu dy ef f i ci en t ly, accor d i n g to 
Edu top ia: 

1. Stud ies have shown  that 
wor k ing for  shor ter  per iods of  t im e at  
h igh  in tensi ty  has led  to successfu l  
studen ts. I n  the er a of  social  m ed ia, 
m ul t i task ing wh i le study ing causes 
your  br ain  to restar t  and refocus ever y 
t im e you sw i tch  between  your  phone, 
or  any other  d istr act ion , and study 
m ater ial .

2. Pre- test ing, or  p r act icing 
quest ions before lear n ing the con ten t, 
enhances lear n ing. Pre- test ing is 
p roven  to im prove post- test  r esu l ts 
m ore than  spend ing the sam e am oun t 
of  t im e study ing.

3. Spaced out study sessions are 
also benef icial , where focusing on  a 
top ic for  shor ter  per iods on  d i f feren t 
days has p roven  to im prove 
recol lect ion  of  m ater ial . Creat ing 
f lashcards that can  be used for  spaced 
p r act icing is just  one of  the m any 
op t ions to f u l f i l l  th is techn ique.

4. Sel f -qu izzing is another  
ef fect ive study techn ique. Creat ing 
your  own  test  quest ions as you lear n  
new concepts and th ink ing about the 
types of  quest ions the exam  m ay ask 
w i l l  aid  you in  p repar ing. Final ly, i t  i s 
h igh ly  recom m ended to check out the 
p rev ious Col lege Board  p rom pts and 
quest ions to f am i l iar ize your sel f  w i th  
the way the exam  w i l l  be worded and 
the r igor  of  p rev ious exam s.

5. Par aph r asing and ref lect ing 

wh i le study ing is essen t ial . 
O f ten t im es, when  we read a textbook 
chapter  in  AP W or ld  or  a com plex 
passage f rom  AP L ang, we don?t retain  
the in for m at ion  p resen ted. Ut i l i zing 
in ten t ional  lear n ing str ategies w i l l  
help  you get around m ore d i f f i cu l t  
con ten t, includ ing th ink ing about how 
to exp lain  the con ten t as a 
f ive-year-old , ask ing quest ions, and 
relat ing what you have lear ned to 
p r ior  knowledge.

T ip s f r om  cu r r en t  Q O  A P teach er s: 
Sky r a Blanchard , an  AP L ang and 

Engl ish  9 teacher, was an  AP reader  
her sel f  for  the 20 20 -20 21 school  year  
and has a great am oun t of  exper ience 
w i th  p repar ing her  studen ts for  the 
L ang exam , as wel l  as gett ing to know 
the exam ?s con ten t. H er  key takeaways 
to tack l ing the exam  include being 
con f iden t in  what you know, u t i l i zing 
resources you are given , and to ?do 
the dam n th ing!? Add i t ional ly, 
Blanchard  em phasized the 
im por tance of  bel iev ing in  your sel f  
and con tain ing ?tr ust  that  your  
teacher s have p repared you.? She says 
there are a weal th  of  m ater ials on  the 
Col lege Board  websi te and buy ing any 
exter nal  m ater ials i s unnecessar y. 
?You have ever y resource at  your  
f inger t ips,? said  Blanchard . 
Speci f i cal ly  for  the AP L ang exam , M s. 
Blanchard  exp lained the Col lege 
Board  p rov ides annual  
rev iew v ideos. L ast 
year , they had th ree 
that were each  an  hour  
long. She suggests that  
tak ing th ree hour s to 
watch  these v ideos is a 
great way to get in  that  
last-m inute rev iew.

Jef f  Jer n igan , 
who has been  a m ath  
teacher  for  25 year s 
and a calcu lus teacher  
here at  Q O  for  14 year s, 
has secured the success 
of  m any of  h is studen ts 
ach iev ing 5s. H is 
theor y of  being an  
aggressive lear ner  has 
p repared studen ts al l  
year  long for  the AP 
Calcu lus AB exam . 
Jer n igan  stresses the 
idea of  p r act icing and 
m anaging t im e so 
studen ts w i l l  feel  less 
stressed on  AP exam  
day. H e suggests ?using 
p r act ice tests to 
iden t i f y  your  strengths 
and weaknesses? and 
?lear n ing how to coach  
your sel f  dur ing the test  
to rem ind your sel f  
there w i l l  be hard  and 
easy p roblem s and not 

to stress.? Jer n igan  also suggested to 
?get a good rest  the n igh t before the 
test , and eat a good breakfast  the 
m or n ing of  the test  because you just  
never  know .?

W h at to do a f ew  days bef or e th e 
ex am , star t i n g f r om  th r ee days ah ead , 
adap ted  f r om  K ap lan :

T hree days before: Take a 
f u l l - length  p r act ice test  under  t im ed 
cond i t ions. M ake sure you give 
your sel f  a 48-hour  or  m ore w indow 
before tak ing your  test  to com plete 
th is p r act ice exam . O ther w ise, you 
m ay be exhausted, wh ich  m ay har m  
your  score.

Two days before: Go over  the 
resu l ts of  your  p r act ice exam . D on?t 
wor r y  about the num ber  of  quest ions 
you got w rong. I nstead, focus on  your  
over al l  per for m ance on  the d i f feren t 
top ics. Choose the few top ics you 
str uggled  on  and br ush  them  up !

T he n igh t before the exam : D O  
N O T  ST UDY. Get together  an  AP 
Exam  k i t  featur ing a few N o. 2 penci ls 
(m echan ical  penci ls aren?t al lowed), a 
few pens w i th  dar k or  black ink (for  
f r ee- response quest ions), a watch  
w i thout in ter net access that m akes no 
noise, your  school  ID , and i f  
app l icable, your  studen t 
accom m odat ion  let ter , wh ich  ver i f ies 
you have been  approved for  test ing 
accom m odat ions.

M or n ing of  the Exam : W ake up  on  
t im e, eat a substan t ial  breakfast , and 
don?t d r ink a ton  of  caf feine, 
especial ly  i f  you aren?t used to i t , 
because bath room  breaks are l im i ted . 
D ress in  layer s to accom m odate for  
any types of  test ing tem per atures. Get 
there ear ly  and assess the tr af f i c or  
any possible delays.

D ur ing the exam : Be con f iden t 
and rem ind your sel f  of  the hard  wor k 
and p repar at ion  you have done. You 
have wor ked al l  year  for  th is. You got 
th is!

Su p er st i t i on s: 
M any peop le hold  super st i t ious 

bel ief s, som e m ore uncom m on  than  
other s. W hether  you fol low a cer tain  
rout ine on  exam  day or  study a cer tain  
way, i t  i s up  to you to keep  a posi t ive 
m indset com ing in to the test . 
Super st i t ions include br inging your  
own  lucky pen , or  wear ing a cer tain  
hai r sty le that  you bel ieve you always 
score wel l  w i th . M an i fest ing, or  
con tain ing strong hopefu l  em ot ions to 
ach ieve desi red  resu l ts, i s also used by 
m any for  tests and AP exam s. 
U l t im ately, these super st i t ions can?t 
hur t !

Q O  SPRI N G SPO RT S CA L EN D A R
A l l  r em ain i n g gam es i n  th e r egu lar  season

By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Staff Writer
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Sp r i n g  Sp or t s Season  Up d at es

Tr ack and f ield  m ay of ten  be 
though t of  as an  ind iv idual ized spor t , 
but  for  Q uince O rchard  t r ack and 
f ield , i t  i s ver y m uch  a team  spor t . O f  
cour se, m ost of  the even ts are 
ind iv idual , and ath letes com pete for  
thei r  ind iv idual  t im es, but the close 
bonds between  team m ates help  m ake 
Q uince O rchard?s tr ack team  a 
f am i ly, and just  as m uch  of  a team  
spor t  as footbal l  or  basketbal l . T he 
f r iendsh ips of  Q O  tr ack and f ield  
create a posi t ive env i ronm en t for  
ath letes, help ing them  to im prove 
thei r  per for m ance on  the f ield ,

 ?I  feel  as though  I  am  ver y close 
to m y team m ates wh ich  af fects m y 
spor tsm ansh ip  in  a good way,? said  
sophom ore Ava H ol t , ?T hey m ake 
m e feel  included wh ich  pushes m e to 
do better .?

 W i th  a record  of  3-3 in  thei r  
d iv isional  m eets, Q O  has gotten  
h igh - level  per for m ance f rom  m any 
of  i ts ath letes th is year . Som e 
standouts so f ar  th is year  have been  
jun ior  Rober to Ter rel l , (who leads the 
boys team  in  the 10 0 M , 20 0 M , 
40 0 M , long jum p, and tr ip le jum p), 
Kehan  Bhat i  (who leads the boys 
team  in  the 80 0 M , 160 0 M , 320 0 M ), 
Kam er an  W i l laim s (who leads the 

gi r ls team  in  the 10 0 M ) and M an ie 
M evo (who leads the gi r ls team  in  the 
20 0 M , L ong Jum p, and Tr ip le Jum p). 

 M evo, who set a school  record  
for  the t r ip le jum p in  Apr i l , and 
holds the 14th  best m ar k in  the 
coun tr y, r ecen t ly  received her  f i r st  
D iv ision -1 of fer  for  col lege tr ack , 
f r om  Towson  Un iver si ty.

 ?I  fel t  ecstat ic when  I  got  m y f i r st  
of fer  f r om  Towson ,? she said , ?I t  was 
af ter  an  am azing v isi t  and m eet ing 
the team . I t  fel t  hum bl ing and 
rem inded m e that hard  wor k w i l l  
always be cred i ted .?

 W i th  the season  approach ing i ts 
end, the sen ior s of  Q O  Tr ack and 
Field  and beginn ing to rem in isce 
about thei r  t im e w i th  Q O  tr ack . For  
M evo, the peop le is what she w i l l  
m iss m ost.

 ?I  w i l l  m iss al l  the relat ionsh ips I  
m ade here.? she said , ?I?ve been  
connected w i th  the team  for  4 year s 
str aigh t, com pet ing w i th  each  other , 
and m ak ing un for gettable m om en ts.?

 N ow, the Q O  tr ack and f ield  
team  looks to the M CPS 
Cham pionsh ips, 4A W est Regional  
Finals, and M PSSAA State 
Cham pionsh ips, wh ich  are al l  
com ing up  in  M ay. 

T r ack  an d  Fi eld
By  SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Staff Writer

Each  spr ing, the gym  is packed 
w i th  groups of  peop le h i t t ing i t  of f , but  
one group  especial ly  i s ser v ing i t  up  on  
the cour t : the coed vol leybal l  team . 

T he team  has a 8-3 record  as of  
Fr iday, Apr i l  29. Sophom ore Edd ie 
Bedore says the team  ?m otivates each  
other ,? wh ich  has m ade thei r  r ecord  
am azing.

Bedore has said  noth ing but 
posi t ives about h is exper ience on  the 
team . I t 's not  just  a team , but i t 's also a 
f am i ly, he says. T he posi t iv i ty  ?and 
suppor t?  of  each  other  [ i s so strong] 
that  once you are on  the team , you 
never  wan t to leave,? he added. 

Bedore?s love for  the spor t  grows 
ever y t im e he p lays, but one of  the 
reasons he star ted  p lay ing was because 
of  sophom ore Sar ah  M an ion , who is 
also on  the team . ?[She] star ted  p lay ing 
before m e and would  always say how 
fun  i t  i s,? said  Bedore, and once he 
tr ied  i t  out  for  the f i r st  t im e, he fel l  in  
love.

COVID  took a tol l  on  a lot  of  spor ts 
for  schools, but  vol leybal l  was st i l l  
h i t t ing i t  of f  at  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School . Un for tunately  for  Bedore, he 
broke h is leg last  year  and was not able 
to par t i cipate. W atch ing h is team m ates 
p lay on  the cour t  m ade h im  ?wan t to 
get back out there and touch  a bal l ,? he 
said . H e knew he always had a passion  
th roughout h is t im e p lay ing, but he 
?real ized how strong i t  was last  year .? 

Vol leybal l  i s not  just  a team  spor t : 
i t 's a f am i ly  spor t  that  br ings each  
other  up  on  and of f  the cour t . W hen  
watch ing them  p lay, i t 's obv ious there's 
so m uch  love there. And you can  st i l l  
watch  them  p lay. Playof f s star ted  th is 
week. W atch  them  ser ve each  team !

Co-Ed  Vol l ey bal l
By  OLI VI A M AYT I N
Journalism Student

Boys Ten n i s

Going down  to the w i re, w i th  the 
d iv ision  cham pionsh ip  on  the l ine, 
the Q uince O rchard  Boys? Tenn is 
team ?s late Apr i l  m atch  against  
Poolesv i l le was one to rem em ber  . I n  
3rd-set t ie breaks, they had to beat 
Poolesv i l le?s #1 singles p layer  and #1 
doubles team  to w in  the m atch , and 
cl inch  the d iv ision . I n  singles, i t  was 
jun ior  N oah  L ew is stepp ing up  for  
the v ictor y, and in  doubles, 
sophom ore Br ady H ahn  and jun ior  
Patr ick Young defeated Poolesv i l le, 
cl inch ing the d iv ision  t i t le for  Q O . 

 W i th  a record  of  7-3 on  the 
season , Q O  is a team  w i th  p len ty  of  
dep th , led  by f i r st-year  coach  Karen  
Jones. Jones, who also coached 
vol leybal l  for  over  15 year s at  Q uince 
O rchard , has focused the team  on  
stay ing aggressive wh i le cut t ing 
down  er ror s, and develop ing m en tal  
toughness for  when  th ings don?t go 
as p lanned. H er  debut season  a 
success so f ar , Jones en joys her  t im e 
coach ing tenn is for  Q O .

 ?M y favor i te par t  of  coach ing 
tenn is 

has been  gett ing to know the boys, 
they are al l  great and have a lot  of  
f un ,? said  Jones, ?I  l i ke seeing them  
gain  con f idence and im prove 
th roughout the season .?

 A key f actor  to the team ?s 
w inn ing season  has been  the 
suppor t ive team  atm osphere. From  
help ing each  other  in  p r act ices, to 
r al ly ing beh ind  each  other  in  
m atches, al l  of  the m em ber s of  the 
team  know that thei r  team m ates 
have thei r  back. Jun ior  Stephen  W u 
has seen  the bonds between  p layer s 
help  them  w in  m atches, includ ing 
thei r  d iv ision -cl inch ing m atch  
against  Poolesv i l le. 

?T hough  m atches can  som etim es 
be a rol ler  coaster  r ide of  em ot ions 
f i l led  w i th  ups, downs, and shar p  
tur ns, hav ing th is team  beh ind  you is 
one of  the m ost em power ing 
exper iences ever ,? W u said .

W i th  the regu lar  season  f in ished, 
Q O  Boys Tenn is hopes to r ide the 
success and ener gy f rom  thei r  
r egu lar  season  in to the p layof f s.

Gi r l s Ten n i s

Af ter  losing thei r  season  to the 
pandem ic in  20 20 , last  year ?s Q O  gi r ls? 
tenn is team  was th r i l led  to be back. 
Al though  they str uggled  to w in  
m atches, f in ish ing w i th  a f inal  r ecord  
of  2-6, the 20 21 season  gave the team  
an  oppor tun i ty  to reconnect w i th  each  
other , and retur n  to the team  sp i r i t  of  
gi r ls? tenn is. 

N ow, w i th  the 20 22 season  in  f u l l  
sw ing, Q O  has h i t  i ts str ide. Af ter  
d ropp ing thei r  f i r st  two m atches 
against  tough  team s in  W ootton  and 
Church i l l , Q O  won  six of  thei r  next  
seven  m atches, im prov ing thei r  r ecord  
to 6-5.  H ead coach  and special  
educat ion  teacher  Ju l ie Lyst  has had 
h igh  p r aise for  the jum p her  team  

m ade th is year .
 ?M y favor i te par t  of  th is season 's 

team  has been  m eet ing al l  our  new 
m em ber s and seeing our  old  m em ber s 
f lour ish  in to better  tenn is p layer s,? she 
said . ?Ever yone is im prov ing and i t  i s 
great to see!?

 W i th  retur n ing p layer s and new 
p layer s com ing together , the ener gy 
and focus for  the team  has been  a key 
f actor  in  thei r  success. O ne f i r st-year  
p layer , sophom ore Alexandr a Yaen , 
has not iced the ?w inn ing at t i tude? that 
the team  has adopted for  th is season .

Q uince O rchard  wr apped up  the 
regu lar  season  w i th  thei r  last  m atch  
against  W atk ins M i l l  on  Tuesday. Af ter  
that , i t?s t im e for  the p layof f s for  Q O .  

COURTESY OF STEPHEN WU

COURTESY OF MADISON SHERMAN

PIXABAY

By  SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Staff Writer

By  SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Staff Writer

Journalism student M otaz Deify also 
contributed to this article.

Journalism student M amuyovwi Jagha also 
contributed to this article.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ESSAY
M y f ar ew el l  m essage to Q O

I  th ink i t  would  be f ai r  to say that I  
d idn?t have the typ ical  h igh  school  
exper ience. I nstead of  going out and 
par ty ing, or  hanging out w i th  f r iends. 
I  was wor k ing, and I  know that I ?l l  
never  regret  that . M y goal  i s to 
becom e the top  spor ts broadcaster  in  
the wor ld . And noth ing w i l l  ever  stop  
m e f rom  becom ing that, the next 
gener at ion?s Joe Buck. 

For  m e i t  star ted  before I  can  even  
rem em ber. M y whole l i fe, al l  that  I  
have known  is spor ts. But m ost of  that  
i sn?t relevan t to Q O , so I  can  leave that 
for  m y m em oi r  in  70  year s. T he real  
star t  was the f i r st  week of  n in th  gr ade. 
I  saw on  Tw i t ter  a post f r om  T he 
Town Courier , the local  newspaper. 
T hey said  that  they were look ing for  
studen t in ter ns to help  cover  Q O  and 
N or thwest spor t ing even ts. I  jum ped 
on  i t  r igh t  away and landed i t . A week 
in to h igh  school , I  was cover ing the 
even tual  M ar y land State Cham pions. 

W or k ing w i th  T he Town  Cour ier  
was am azing. I  was able to d ive deep 
in to the gi r ls soccer  team  and do 
post-gam e in ter v iews w i th  Coach  Peg 
Kei l ler , wh ich  helped m e develop  as a 
jour nal ist  m ore than  any th ing. And as 
m en t ioned before, the footbal l  team  
won  the state cham pionsh ip  that  year . 
Being on  the f ield  dur ing that i s a 
m om en t I  w i l l  never  for get. But I  
always wan ted m ore. So I  began  
th ink ing of  what else I  cou ld  do. 

O n  Januar y 9, 20 19, I  sen t an  em ai l  
that  changed m y l i fe. I t  was to M r s. 
T hom as and i t  star ted  w i th , ?M y nam e 
is Adam  Gotk in , and I  am  a f reshm an  
at  Q O H S.  M y passion  in  l i fe i s spor ts 
broadcast ing and because of  th is I  
would  l i ke to create the Cougar  
Broadcast ing Club.? From  there, I  
out l ined m y dream  of  what would  
even tual ly  becom e the Q O  Spor ts 
N etwor k . I  m et w i th  M r s. T hom as and 
M r. Rabber m an  and som ehow they 
agreed, af ter  non -stop  pester ing, to 
al low m e to star t  the Q O  Spor ts 
N etwor k . 

Sk ipp ing ahead to the f al l  of  20 19, 
i t  was f inal ly  t im e. I  created  the 
I nstagr am  and Tw i t ter  accoun ts and 
the Q O  Spor ts N etwor k was bor n . T he 
f i r st  broadcast was going to be a gi r ls 

vol leybal l  gam e ver sus Church i l l . And 
i t  cou ld  not have been  m ore of  a 
d isaster . To star t , I  had never  watched 
a vol leybal l  gam e in  m y l i fe. T hen , 
som e of  the nam es were im possible 
for  m e to p ronounce at  the t im e. So I  
al r eady wen t in  w i th  a d isadvan tage. 
And then , the W iFi  d idn?t wor k . M y 
m icrophone wouldn?t connect and i t  
was im possible to stream  of f  of  the 
lap top  that I  had p lanned to use. 

Af ter  on ly  one broadcast, I  feared 
that al l  of  m y wor k was for  noth ing 
and the Q O  Spor ts N etwor k would  be 
dead on  the spot. But I  wouldn?t let  
that  happen . M y m om  al lowed m e to 
use her  lap top , wh ich  was com pat ible 
w i th  our  sof tware and the next spor t  
was soccer, wh ich  I  was m ore f am i l iar  
w i th . T h ings wen t sm ooth  for  gam e 
num ber  two, wh ich  set up  the biggest 

gam e yet: Q O  vs. D am ascus in  
footbal l . A gam e that f ans around the 
nat ion  were wai t ing to see. Top  
p rospects on  the f ield  and p robably  
close to 5,0 0 0  peop le in  the stad ium . I  
though t I  d id  a decen t job, un t i l  I  got  a 
D M  the next day on  m ocofb.com  that 
star ted  w i th , ?I?m  not here to insu l t  
you. I  wan ted to be clear  about that .? 

Jeez, that?s a great way to boost 
con f idence, I  though t. But I  r ead i t  
and m ade sure to wor k on  ever y th ing 
that I  was told  I  d id  wrong. I  always 
had that in  the back of  m y m ind. 
T im e wen t on  and I  got  better . Q O SN  
was star t ing to grow in  v iewer sh ip  and 
club m em ber s. T h ings were going 
better  than  I  cou ld  have ever  
im agined, and then  M arch  of  20 20  
h i t . And ever yone knows what 
happened then . 

W i th  COVID , al l  spor ts were gone. 
Ever y th ing that I  wor ked on  was done. 
And m y m en tal  heal th  was in  the 
m ud. I  had no release and I  r eal ly  
str uggled  for  the f i r st  few m on ths. 
Even tual ly, I  was able to get som e reps 
in  cal l ing a sim ulat ion  of  the v ideo 
gam e M L B: T he Show on  Tw i tch , but 
i t  wasn?t the sam e. I  was i tch ing to get 
back on to the f ield . 

L uck i ly, even tual ly  th ings star ted  
to clear  up  and l ive spor ts were back. 
T he Q O  Spor ts N etwor k star ted  again  
in  Apr i l  of  20 21 and we jum ped back 
in  r igh t  where we lef t  of f . T hat, along 
w i th  the oppor tun i ty  to becom e the 
youngest p rofessional  spor ts 
broadcaster  in  the nat ion  w i th  the 
M ar y land Bobcats and the voice of  the 
col legiate basebal l  team  Gai ther sbur g 
Gian ts, m ade i t  so ever y th ing was back 
to nor m al  for  m e. M y l i fe was back.

Al l  of  m y wor k in  h igh  school  was 
bu i ld ing towards the f al l  of  20 21: m y 
sen ior  year , and m y chance to cal l  a 
state cham pionsh ip . T he footbal l  team  
and gi r ls soccer  team , the two squads 
that m ean t the m ost to m e, both  had 
chances to do i t . T he gi r ls fel l  just  
shor t , losing in  penal t ies in  the state 
sem is, but  the boys m ade i t . Af ter  the 
sem i f inal  w in  over  N or thwest, I  saw a 
post f r om  the sam e per son  who?d 
D M ed m e  ear l ier , wh ich  said , ?A heck 
of  a job by Adam  Gotk in .? From  there, 
I  knew I  had m ade i t . And i t  was t im e 
to go to N avy M ar ine Cor ps M em or ial  
Stad ium  to cal l  the Q O  vs. W ise state 
cham pionsh ip  gam e. As ever yone 
knows, the Cougar s won  and m y 
dream  becam e a real i ty. 

L ess than  a m on th  later , I  was 
accep ted to and com m i t ted  to m y 
dream  school , and the top  school  for  
spor ts broadcast ing in  al l  of  the 
Un i ted  States, Sy r acuse Un iver si ty. 
Ever y th ing had com e fu l l  ci r cle. 

But th is i s just  the star t  of  m y 
career  in  spor ts broadcast ing. I  can?t 
thank ever yone at  Q O  enough  for  
help ing m e becom e the per son  I  am  
today. I ?l l  never  for get you al l  and I  
can?t wai t  un t i l  the t im e when  you 
tur n  on  your  T V and go, ?W ai t , I  wen t 
to h igh  school  w i th  that  k id .? I f  I  leave 
any w isdom  to you, i t  i s to wor k 
harder  than  anyone else. Take 
advan tage of  al l  oppor tun i t ies that  
you are given  and at  the end of  the 
day have fun . 

By ADAM  GOT KI N
Editor- in-Chief

Adam, on his dad's lap, at the Sports Legends Museum in Baltimore, MD, doing the 
broadcasting simulator.
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