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T i cketm aster  sp ar k s Bad  B lood  am on g T ay lor  Sw i f t  f an s
    

Tay lor  Sw i f t  i s undoubted ly  one of  the 
biggest pop  star s of  our  gener at ion . 
Five year s ago, her  Reputat ion  tour  
becam e the h ighest-grossing N or th  
Am er ican  tour  of  al l  t im e. And when  
Sw i f t  announced her  upcom ing 
52-date US leg of  the Er as tour  on  
N ovem ber  1, exci ted  ?Swi f t ies? (Sw i f t  
f ans) across the coun tr y  p repared to 
buy t i ckets, but  the fol low ing debacle 
has lead m any to be unable to.

    T icketm aster  hand led  t i cket 
sales for  the m ajor i ty  of  the dates, 
along w i th  SeatGeek, who sold  t i ckets 
for  select  per for m ances in  Texas and 
Ar izona. T icketm aster  used i ts 
Ver i f ied  Fan  p rogr am , wh ich  was set 
up  to al low a select  num ber  of  f ans to 
register  in  advance for  access to 
p resale t i ckets. T here were on ly  a 
select  num ber  of  p resale t i ckets 
avai lable, though ,  so not ever yone 
who registered was guar an teed access. 

    Accord ing to T he Ver ge, over  
3.5 m i l l ion  f ans registered for  the 
p rogr am , hop ing to gain  ear ly  access 
to Er as tour  t i ckets. T h is was the 
lar gest registr at ion  in  Ver i f ied  Fan?s 
h istor y. O ut of  those who registered, 
on ly  1.5 m i l l ion  were repor ted ly  given  
access to the p resale t i ckets. 
    T he Ver i f ied  Fan  p resale star ted  on  
N ovem ber  15. D ur ing the p resale, 
there was a queue set up  for  f ans w i th  

codes to wai t  in  and even tual ly  
purchase t i ckets on  a f i r st- com e, 
f i r st- ser ve basis. H owever, f ans 
w i thout codes and robots who hacked 
thei r  way in to the system  swar m ed the 
si te:  f ans d id  not have to input thei r  
codes un t i l  i t  was thei r  tu r n  to buy 
t i ckets, wh ich  caused them  to 
exper ience hour s- long wai t  t im es and 
the si te to even tual ly  cr ash . 
    Sen ior  and Sw i f t ie N oah  M ay f ield  
and h is m other  both  had p resale 
codes, so they were on  separ ate 
com puter s to see who got in  f i r st , and 
cou ld  purchase t i ckets. M ay f i led  
lucked out at  f i r st , w i th  on ly  80 0  
peop le in  f r on t  of  h im  when  he joined 
the queue. 
    As t im e m oved by and the num ber  
of  peop le in  f r on t  of  h im  m oved 
down , h is hopes were dashed] . ?W e 
[got]  to th ree peop le [ in  f r on t  of  us.]  
And for  som e reason , hav ing th ree 
peop le in  f r on t  of  us [was] tak ing 
longer  than  any of  the other  changes 
between  num ber s that  were m oving 
p ret ty  qu ick ly,? said  M ay f ield . ?W e 
were stuck on  th ree for  awh i le, and 
then  our  screen  [changed] and we 
were both  let t ing out ver y un f lat ter ing 
exci tem en t noises. T hen  im m ediately  
the page [ref reshed] and [said] ?W e?re 
sor r y, som eth ing wen t wrong, p lease 
rejoin  the cue.?? 
    M ay f ield  wen t on  Tw i t ter  in  hopes 
of  f ind ing other  f ans exper iencing the 
sam e issue, and found that there were 

p len ty. ?W hat I  d iscovered as f ar  as 

peop le gett ing k icked out i s? I  cou ld  
have had i t  even  wor se,? M ay f ield  said . 
?Som e peop le m ade i t  al l  the way in to 
the l ine and star ted  check ing out and 
putt ing in  thei r  cred i t  card  
in for m at ion , and as they cl i cked, they 
got k icked out.? 

Af ter  a six-hour  ordeal , M ay f ield  
f inal ly  got the t i ckets, but  sen ior  and 
Sw i f t ie Carol ine Axley said  she never  
m ade i t  in to the t i cket m ap. ?T he 
queue was going on  too long, so I  gave 
up  and decided to check back later , 
th ink ing there would  st i l l  be t i ckets. 
T hen , I  checked back later  and they 
were al l  sold  out for  the day.?
    O n  top  of  the m ess of  the p resale, 
on  N ovem ber  17, T icketm aster  
announced the gener al  sale would  not 
happen  at  al l . T icketm aster  ci ted  
?extr aord inar i ly  h igh  dem ands? and 
insuf f i cien t  rem ain ing t i ckets as the 
reason  for  the cancel lat ion . Af ter  th is 
was announced, som e peop le star ted  
resel l ing t i ckets on  si tes such  as 
Stubhub for  as m uch  as $22,0 0 0 . 
    W hen  fans began  to exper ience a 
w ide ar r ay of  i ssues on  the si te, even  a 
num ber  of  m em es of  Congress cal led  
on  the D epar tm en t of  Just ice (D O J) 
and the Feder al  T r ade Com m ission  to 
invest igate T icketm aster  and i ts paren t 
com pany L ive N at ion . I n  20 10 , the 
two com pan ies had  m er ged af ter  a 
D O J-brokered sett lem en t that  of f i cials 
claim ed would  encour age com pet i t ion  
and lower  p r ices. H owever, m any 

of f i cials now have claim ed that i t  has 

had the opposi te ef fect . 
    Senator  Richard  Blum en thal  f r om  
Connect icu t  tweeted that the Er as 
Tour  sale is a per fect  exam ple of  how 
the L ive N at ion  and T icketm aster  
m er ger  har m s consum er s by creat ing 
what?s close to a m onopoly. H e ur ged 
the D O J to invest igate the state of  
com pet i t ion  in  the t i cket ing industr y. 
    N ew Yor k Represen tat ive 
Alexandr ia O casio-Cor tez also voiced 
concer ns about L ive N at ion  and 
T icketm aster ?s near-m onopoly. ?D ai ly  
rem inder  that  T icketm aster  i s a 
m onopoly, i ts m er ger  w i th  L ive 
N at ion  should  have never  been  
approved, and they need to be reigned 
in . Break them  up ,? she tweeted. 
    AEG Presen ts, the com pany in  
char ge of  hand l ing the Er as Tour, said  
in  a statem en t to CN BC: 
?T icketm aster ?s exclusive deals w i th  
the vast m ajor i ty  of  venues on  the 
Er as tour  requ i red  us to t i cket th rough  
thei r  system . W e d idn?t have a choice.?

N ow, the Just ice D epar tm en t has 
opened an  an t i t r ust  invest igat ion  in to 
L ive N at ion , w i th  the invest igat ion  
focused on  whether  L ive N at ion  
En ter tainm en t has abused i ts power  
over  the m ul t ib i l l i on -dol lar  l i ve m usic 
industr y. T h is invest igat ion  is 
ongoing, as the D epar tm en t of  Just ice 
looks in to the near  m onopoly  of  L ive 
N at ion  and T icketm aster . 

By H AI LEY BAKER
Senior Staff Writer

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

A cou n tr y  ch an ged  f or ever
T he lasting impact of the January 6 insurrection following its two-year anniversary

Picture th is: a rout ine Saturday 
m or n ing bagel  r un  to Cap i tol  H i l l  end ing in  
bar bed w i re, m ach ine guns, and a new face 
of  f r eedom . Streets that  were once l ively  
and f i l led  w i th  peop le: bar ren  and 
blocked-of f . Tour ists that  once f looded 
Cap i tol  H i l l  eager  to v isi t  the h istor ic 
landm ar ks: non -ex isten t. 

T h is was the real i ty  dur ing m y 
sophom ore year  when  m y D ad and I  
w i tnessed the af ter m ath  of  the Januar y 6 
insur rect ion . A p lace where I  stood on ly  
th ree m on ths p r ior? once over f low ing w i th  
tour ists, r epor ter s, and locals? had 
com pletely  t r ansfor m ed in to a ghost town . 

N ow, two year s fol low ing that 
t r ansfor m at ional  day, the p rofound im pact 
of  the insur rect ion  l inger s w i th in  those 
sam e streets. Ax ios W ash ington  D C expands 
on  the substan t ial  consequences, w r i t ing 
that  the ?Jan . 6, 20 21 Cap i tol  insur rect ion  
lef t  v iolen t  scar s across the nat ion 's cap i tal , 
lead ing m any who l ive and wor k in  the 
D istr i ct  to forever  reth ink secur i ty.? W h i le 
?local  and feder al  of f i cials are op t im ist i c 
about advancem en ts m ade in  law 
en forcem en t p repar at ions,? that  day st i l l  
?haun ts a w ide r ange of  peop le inside the 
Cap i tol , f r om  legislat ive staf fer s to wor ker s 
who keep the bu i ld ing up-and- r unn ing.?

I t  hasn?t on ly  been  W ash ington , D C 

that has fel t  the im pact of  the insur rect ion , 
as our  coun tr y 's pol i t i cal  cl im ate has been  
burdened w i th  the consequences. Pr ior  to 
the 20 20  p residen t ial  elect ion , Am er ica was 
in  the m idst  of  bat t l ing a great d iv ide w i th in  
our  nat ion . Peop le fel l  on  two sides of  the 
spectr um , so d i f feren t, so stubbor n , and 
ver y r arely  f al l ing in  the m idd le.

As the in f luence of  polar izat ion  swept 
across our  nat ion , so has m isin for m at ion  
and false bel ief s. O ne of  the m ost extrem e 
exam ples of  th is w i th in  the past year s has 
been  the Big L ie. As stated  in  CN N , th is l ie 
was bor n  f rom  Tr um p's con t inued at tem pts 
to convince the Am er ican  publ ic ?the 20 20  
p residen t ial  elect ion  was ?stolen? f rom  h im ? 
regard less of  Biden 's v ictor y  in  the f ree and 
fai r  elect ion . T here have been  over  60  cour t  
cases about elect ion  f r aud, and none of  
them  have con f i r m ed there was f r aud due 
to the lack of  r elevan t ev idence. T h is l ie lef t  
?a m ajor  im pact on  Am er ican  pol i t i cs? and 
is bel ieved to be the lar gest m ot ivator  
beh ind  ?the stor m ing of  the Cap i tol .? 

T he insur rect ion  p roved how power fu l , 
and dangerous, m isin for m at ion  can  be. 
Tr um p used h is Tw i t ter  p lat for m  to feed 
m isin for m at ion  d i rect ly  in to the m ouths of  
h is fol lower s. An  invest igat ive p iece by N PR 
h igh l igh ts the l i fe of  insur rect ion ist  Br uno 
Cua. Accord ing to N PR, Cua was ?al leged ly  
seen  in  m ul t ip le v ideos stand ing in  the 
Senate Cham ber  of  the U.S. Cap i tol  w i th  a 
handfu l  of  other  r ioter s.? As an  
insur rect ion ist , Cua's stor y  i s ?a star k 
exam ple of  just  how power fu l  

m isin for m at ion  can  be.? N PR con t inues that 
?both  p rosecut ion  and defense agree that he 
was r ad ical i zed by what he read on l ine, and 
the decision  to em br ace the f alsehoods he 
d iscovered in  the chatroom s and social  
m ed ia? had a t r ansfor m at ional  im pact on  
h is m indset and decision -m ak ing 
capabi l i t ies. 

Cua wasn 't  the on ly  one. O ver  964 
peop le have been  char ged w i th  breach ing 
the Cap i tol  so f ar , and i t  was found that 
m ost were ?m ot ivated  to stor m  the bu i ld ing 
by the f alsehoods they had been  read ing 
on l ine and social  m ed ia for  m on ths.?

T he im pact of  th is polar izat ion - fueled  
m isin for m at ion  cam paign  is p revalen t in  
the af ter m ath  of  the insur rect ion , but 
Congress is doing som eth ing about i t . T he 
H ouse of  Represen tat ives Januar y 6 
Congressional  Com m i t tee is a bipar t i san  
select  com m i t tee that 
was created in  Ju ly  of  
20 21 to invest igate the 
ci r cum stances of  the 
insur rect ion . 
Accord ing to Vox, 
thei r  m ain  pur pose 
has been  ?to 
recom m end ?changes 
in  law, pol i cy, 
p rocedures, r u les, or  
regu lat ions? to p reven t 
f ur ther  acts of  
v iolence? and ?to 
strengthen  the secur i ty  
and resi l ience? of  our  

dem ocr at ic inst i tu t ions. 
Since i ts incep t ion , the com m i t tee has 

held  num erous publ ic hear ings and 
in ter v iewed over  1,0 0 0  w i tnesses, focusing 
on  for m er  Presiden t Tr um p's act ions in  the 
weeks and m on ths lead ing up  to the 
insur rect ion . W h i le the com m i t tee does not 
hold  the author i ty  to hand out char ges, 
they?re able to i ssue cr im inal  r efer r als to the 
D epar tm en t of  Just ice wh ich  can  lead to 
cr im inal  char ges. O n  D ecem ber  20 , the 
com m i t tee released i ts f inal  r epor t  wh ich  
included m ore than  30  tr anscr ip ts of  
in ter v iews f rom  i ts 17-m on th  long 
invest igat ion . T hese tr anscr ip ts include key 
detai ls to exact ly  what t r ansp i red  that day. 
W or k ing alongside feder al  cour ts, the 
com m i t tee and the Am er ican  just ice system  
are wor k ing ever y day to obtain  just ice for  

what happened on  that im pactfu l  day.  

By M I A KAUFFM AN
Editor- in-Chief

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL

ANDREW RABBERMAN



      O ne of  the r i chest m en  on  
ear th  bough t one of  the biggest social  
m ed ia p lat for m s? and th ings 
happened.   

Back in  O ctober, Elon  M usk 
bough t the m ajor  social  m ed ia 
p lat for m  Tw i t ter  in  a $44 bi l l ion  deal . 
T h is brough t fear  across Tw i t ter  user s 
over  the r am i f i cat ions of  the 
leader sh ip  by the Tesla and SpaceX 
CEO .  M usk was or iginal ly  going to 
back out of  the deal , but  f aced a hai r y  
lawsui t  w i th  Tw i t ter , m ak ing th ings 
d i f f i cu l t . As T he N ew Yor k T im es 
exp lained in  an  O ctober  ar t i cle, ?M r. 
M usk said  he would  p roceed w i th  the 
acquisi t ion  at  the or iginal  p r ice i f  
Tw i t ter  hal ted  i ts legal  bat t le against  
h im .?

   M usk star ted  of f  h is tenure by 
f i r ing m ul t ip le Tw i t ter  execut ives. 
Accord ing to T he Guard ian , ?T he 
f i r ings included the ch ief  execut ive, 
Par ag Agr awal , the ch ief  f inancial  
of f i cer , N ed Segal , and the head of  
legal , pol i cy  and tr ust , V i jaya Gadde.? 
O ver  a thousand em ployees have also 
handed in  resignat ions since M usk 
took over . 

   I n  another  change, M usk added 
beds to Tw i t ter  H Q  for  em ployees to 
spend the n igh t, wh ich  doesn?t com e 
as a sur p r ise regard ing h is in tensive 
wor k m indset. T h is add i t ion  is a clear  
sign  of  what M usk expects of  
em p loyees going for ward . I n  add i t ion , 
T he N ew Yor k T im es stated  that som e 
em ployees ?were asked to over see 

dut ies they had never  hand led  before.?
  Tw i t ter  has p rev iously  p laced 

bans on  user s for  sp read ing 
m isin for m at ion , but one of  the 
changes M usk has im p lem en ted is 
al low ing cer tain  user s known  for  
spread ing m isin for m at ion  in  the past, 
such  as for m er  p residen t D onald  
Tr um p, back on  the p lat for m . T h is 
m ove was taken  gr aciously  by m any 
Republ icans who feel  that  M usk?s 
takeover  w i l l  benef i t  them . Before 
M usk, there were som e voices of  
concer n  that Tw i t ter  f avored the lef t . 

    Another  new feature has been  
al low ing user s to purchase the Tw i t ter  
ver i f i cat ion  sym bol  by pay ing an  $8 
m on th ly  fee ($8 on  Tw i t ter  Blue and 
$11 on  the app  store , accord ing to 
Vox.) known  as Tw i t ter  Blue. User s 
were hav ing a bal l  w i th  th is feature, 
som e going as f ar  as im per sonat ing 
for m er  p residen t Geor ge W . Bush . 
Com pan ies were af fected , such  as 
phar m aceut ical  com pany El i  L i l ly  
seeing a d ip  in  thei r  stock af ter  an  
im per sonat ing accoun t tweeted that 
the com pany would  of fer  f r ee insu l in . 
T he subscr ip t ion  was tem por ar i ly  
paused and then  resum ed w i th  
updates. T here are now gold  and gr ay 
check m ar ks as wel l : gold  check m ar ks 
are for  com pan ies and gr ay are for  
gover nm en t of f i cials. T here are som e 
inconsistencies though . Vox says the 
gr ay checkm ar k ?goes to gover nm en t 
inst i tu t ions as wel l  as som e 
ind iv iduals, al though  i t  doesn?t appear  
that  ever y gover nm en t of f i cial  
qual i f ies? ? T he blue check m ar ks w i l l  
need to be paid  for  by those fam ous 
and those not star t ing in  a few 
m on ths. I n  the m ean t im e, the legacy 
blue check m ar ks w i l l  r em ain  for  
celebr i t ies and can  be purchased by 
the publ ic as wel l . Vox notes, ?So, for  a 
few m on ths, som e of  the blue checks 
you see w i l l  belong to peop le who 

paid  for  them  and som e w i l l  belong to 
peop le who d idn?t, but  who are 
notable.?

     Accord ing to Vox, Tw i t ter  has 
also seen  an  increase in  am oun ts of  
hate speech  under  M usk: ?Som e of  the 
user s post ing fel t  em boldened by 
M usk?s ?f ree speech  absolu t ist? at t i tude, 
and act ively  t r ied  to test  the l im i ts of  
what they cou ld  say on  Tw i t ter  under  
the com pany?s new leader sh ip .?

     Because of  th is, adver t i ser s 
have also been  wor r ied  about where 
thei r  adver t i sem en ts m igh t show up  
on  the p lat for m . Accord ing to T he 
At lan t ic, ?T hey [com pan ies] saw th is as 
a poten t ial  th reat to what adver t i ser s 
cal l  ?br and safety,? because i t  would  
m ake i t  m ore l i kely  that  thei r  ads 
would  end up  next to decept ive or  
of fensive con ten t.? T h is cou ld  lead to 
negat ively  im pacted sales and has 
caused som e com pan ies to hal t  thei r  
adver t i sem en ts on  Tw i t ter .

A scandal  known  as the ?Tw i t ter  
Fi les? has also rocked the com pany. 
T he Tw i t ter  Fi les are a m ul t ip le par t  
Tw i t ter  th read sur round ing Tw i t ter ?s 
in ter nal  docum en ts posted  by 
jour nal ists M att  Taibbi  and Bar i  W eiss, 
and author  M ichael  Shel lenber ger. 
T h is in for m at ion  was for warded by 
M usk, who was eager  to see the 
release.  

T he th reads were created to shed 
l igh t  on  apparen t D em ocr at ic 
in f luences over  Tw i t ter  and the 
suppression  of  news for  lef t  w ing 
advan tages. Taibbi  f i r st  shared 
in for m at ion  sur round ing ?Tw i t ter ?s 
con ten t m oder at ion  decision -m ak ing, 
includ ing the cal l  to suppress a 20 20  
N ew Yor k Post stor y  about H un ter  
Biden  and h is lap top ,? accord ing to 
CN N . Add i t ional ly, CN N  says M usk  
says he d idn 't  r ead  the released f i les 
beforehand af ter  the f i r st  were 
released. T here are f ive par ts of  the 

Tw i t ter  Fi les as of  now. T he second 
par t  posted  by Bar i  W eiss claim s 
cer tain  conser vat ive accoun ts have 
been  ?shadowbanned? in  the past, 
m ean ing thei r  con ten t i s not boosted, 
accord ing to Vox. T he rem ain ing par ts 
by Taibbi , W eiss, and Shel lenber ger  
sur round apparen t detai ls of  D onald  
Tr um p?s Tw i t ter  accoun t lead ing up  to 
h is ban . 

      But other  jour nal ists have 
cr i t i cized M usk for  other  recen t 
decisions. Recen t ly, M usk also banned 
the accoun t of  m ul t ip le jour nal ists 
f r om  d i f feren t out lets. Accord ing to 
the W ash ington  Post, ?M usk suggested 
on  Tw i t ter , w i thout ev idence, that  the 
jour nal ists had revealed  p r ivate 
in for m at ion  about h is f am i ly, known  
as doxing.? Add i t ional ly, he banned 
the accoun t ElonJet, wh ich  would  
t r ack h is p lane locat ion  using publ icly  
avai lable in for m at ion .  

     A l l  these changes and pushback 
cam e to a head when  M usk posted  a 
pol l  in  D ecem ber  ask ing whether  or  
not he should  step  down  as CEO  and 
said  he would  respond accord ingly. 
T he pol l  voted  in  f avor  of  h is 
resignat ion , w i th  57.5% vot ing ?Yes.? 

Fol low ing the pol l , M usk seem ed 
to be in  f avor  of  the idea of  changing 
pol l ing to Tw i t ter  Blue subscr iber s 
on ly. CN N  says l im i ted  voter s to 
Tw i t ter  Blue ?could  dr am at ical ly  
reduce the num ber  of  Tw i t ter  user s 
who cou ld  vote in  pol ls.? 

But u l t im ately, th is p roposed 
change d id  not seem  to m atter . O n  
D ecem ber  20 , M usk of f i cial ly  
announced he w i l l  r esign  as the CEO  
of  Tw i t ter  once he f inds h is 
rep lacem en t. O n ly  t im e w i l l  tel l  when  
we?l l  see a new CEO  of  Tw i t ter . 

T h ings under  M usk?s leader sh ip  
are changing r ap id ly. D ue to W in ter  
Break, D ecem ber  21, 20 22, w i l l  be the 
last  day th is ar t i cle i s updated. 
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1580 0  Q uince O rchard  Road, 
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Ph on e: (30 1) 740 -360 0

W ebsi te: qohsjour nal ism .wordpress.com

Em ai l : Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com

T w i t ter  &  I n stagr am : @qohs_ prowler

E D I T OR I A L  POL I CY

T he Prowler glad ly  accep ts com m en ts, 
concer ns, and let ter s to the ed i tor . L et ter s 
m ay be em ai led  to Q O H Sprowler @ 

gm ai l .com , m ai led  c/ o T he Prowler  to the 
school  address above, or  d ropped of f  

d i r ect ly  to M s. Cooley-Klein  in  Room  234. 
L etter s m ay be ed i ted  for  space and clar i ty.

A B OU T
T he Prowler i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the 1988-89 school  year . 
To becom e a staf f  m em ber, studen ts 
should  take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  M s. 
Cooley-Klein  to qual i f y  for  the N ewspaper  
Product ion  class.

Rap p er  K an ye W est 's r ep u tat i on  h ar m ed  
af ter  an t i sem i t i c p osts

Elon  M u sk ?s T w i t ter  takeover  cau ses var i ety  of  ch an ges

By H ANYA SH AH ZAD
Staff Writer

T he sensat ional  songs of  r apper  
Kanye W est (cur ren t ly  known  as Ye) have 
reached the US Bi l lboard  Top  10 0  w i th  
four  num ber-one h i t  singles, and h is 
songs have regu lar ly  t r ended on  Spot i f y, 
App le M usic, and other  m usic p lat for m s. 
H e has accum ulated  an  aver age of  51 
m i l l ion  m on th ly  l i stener s around the 
wor ld , accord ing to a statem en t f r om  the 
N ew Yor k T im es. 

H owever, over  the last  few m on ths, 
W est?s reputat ion  was har m ed over  a 
d i f feren t type of  m ed ia: the m any 
an t isem i t i c com m en ts he m ade on  h is 
social  m ed ia accoun ts that  have 
th reatened hate and v iolence against  
Jews.

 O ne of  the f i r st  com m en ts that  
spar ked w idespread anger  across social  
m ed ia was when  W est said  that  he would  
?death  con  3 on  Jew ish  peop le.? 
Accord ing to the W ash ington  Post, th is 
com m en t refer s to D efcon , the Un i ted  
States m i l i tar y  defense read iness system , 
in  wh ich  im p l ied  the idea of  
genocide? the m ass m urder  of  an  ethn ic 

group .
Som e of  W est?s other  rem ar ks on  

Tw i t ter  p r aised N azi  d ictator  Adol f  
H i t ler . As exp lained in  an  ar t i cle f r om  

EuroN ews that addresses W est, the 
r apper  rem ar ked, ??I?m  t i r ed  of  labels, 
ever y hum an  being has brough t 

som eth ing of  value, especial ly  H i t ler ,?? 
desp i te the t r agic even ts that  were 

caused by H i l ter ?s regim e, such  as the 
H olocaust. H e then  expressed h is 

adm i r at ion  for  H i t ler  w i th  the ph r ase, ?I  
love H i t ler .? 

Back in  m id-O ctober, W est?s Tw i t ter  

accoun t was suspended due to the 
an t isem i t i c rem ar ks he m ade in  h is 
tweets. T he suspension  was l i f ted  in  late 
O ctober  af ter  the cur ren t CEO  (who 
even tual ly  m igh t step  down , as of  
D ecem ber  21) Elon  M usk acqui red  the 
p lat for m . H owever, af ter  W est tweeted 
an  im age of  a swast ika inside the star  of  
D avid  in  ear ly  D ecem ber, h is Tw i t ter  was 
claim ed per m anen t ly  suspended by 
M usk and st i l l  i s as of  publ icat ion .

Af ter  these posts, m any businesses 
decided to cut  t ies w i th  W est, such  as 
Ad idas, wh ich  created W est?s shoe br and, 
Yeezys. 

 O n  social  m ed ia, m any com m en ts 
of  anger  and d isappoin tm en t were 
shown  towards W est; m any ind iv iduals 
and groups in  the Jew ish  com m un i ty  
cr i t i cized W est for  al l  of  h is an t isem i t i c 
com m en ts. For  exam ple, the Republ ican  
Jew ish  Coal i t ion  cal led  W est ?v i le and [a] 
r epugnan t cu l t i st ,? accord ing to a quote 
f rom  EuroN ews. T he coal i t ion  also 
iden t i f ied  W est as an  outcast to the 
Republ ican  Par ty, since Republ icans 
such  as for m er  p residen t D onald  Tr um p 
toler ated  W est as a suppor ter  of  T r um p 
dur ing h is p residency, and even  recen t ly  
af ter  h is p residency ; accord ing to CBS 

N ews, thei r  m ost recen t encoun ter  was 
when  they both  had d inner  w i th  wh i te 

nat ional ist  N ick Fuen tes at  h is 
M ar-a-L ago estate in  late N ovem ber. 
H owever, T r um p stated  that he was 

unaware of  W est?s in ten t ions that he 
would  ar r ive w i th  Fuen tes, but 

p roceeded to d ine in  w i th  them  
regard less. 

 M any cr i t i cs brough t up  W est?s 
bipolar  d isorder  af ter  the scandal  had 
occur red . W est was d iagnosed w i th  

bipolar  d isorder  in  20 16. Accord ing to 
T he Econom ic T im es, W est claim s that 

he was ?m en tal ly  m isd iagnosed,? and 
also added that he was ?dr ugged out of  
h is m ind to act  as a wel l -behaved 
celebr i ty.? 

H owever, cr i t i cs say there are m any 
f laws to quest ion ing the cor relat ion  
between  W est?s act ions of  an t isem i t i sm  
and h is bipolar  d isorder . 

?Bipolar  d isorder  i s not an  excuse 
because i t  has noth ing to do w i th  being 
an t isem i t i c,? said  jun ior  D er ya Kr av i tz. "I  
th ink Kanye has no reason  to being 
speak ing on  sem i t i sm  and I  don?t see 
how he even  cam e to that  posi t ion  to 
share h is voice,? Kr av i tz added.

As a resu l t  of  W est?s com m en ts, 
m any other  celebr i t ies such  as Am er ican  
social i te and in f luencer  K im  Kardash ian , 
who was p rev iously  m ar r ied  to W est, 
shared her  suppor t  for  the Jew ish  
com m un i ty  on  her  Tw i t ter  accoun t. She 
tweeted, ?hate speech  is never  O K or  
excusable. I  stand together  w i th  the 
Jew ish  com m un i ty  and cal l  on  the 
ter r ib le v iolence and hatefu l  r hetor ic 
towards them  to com e to an  im m ediate 
end.? 

Kard ish ian?s response cam e f rom  the 
publ ic ur ging for  her  to r aise awareness 
about W est?s har m fu l  act ions. M any 

other s, though , told  her  to not be 
concer ned about tack l ing the issue, since 

thei r  r elat ionsh ip  ended in  20 21, before 
W est m ade those an t isem i t i c com m en ts 
in  the f i r st  p lace. 

Recen t ly, Ad idas has decided that 
they w i l l  st i l l  con t inue to release and sel l  

Yeezys w i th in  the next year  but under  
one cond i t ion? the shoes are being sold  

w i thout W est. H owever, since W est?s net 
wor th  of  $1.5 m i l l ion  cam e par t ial ly  f r om  
Ad idas and Yeezys, h is incom e is m ost 

l i kely  to d rop .

By M OTAZ DEI FY
Staff Writer

AMERICA MAGAZINE
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L iv ing in  the Un i ted  States, the 
two coup les hugging in  the im age to 
the r igh t  m ay not gr ab your  at ten t ion , 
but in  I r an , th is em br ace is an  open  
def iance to the str i ct  laws im posed by 
the I r an ian  gover nm en t.

T he I r an ian  gover nm en t i s a 
theocr acy, where pol i t i cal  power  is 
m ain ly  exercised by those belonging 
to a par t i cu lar  rel igion : in  th is case, 
I slam . T he I r an ian  gover nm en t, 
heavi ly  in f luenced by I slam ic ideals, 
p laces a h igh  im por tance on  m odesty 
and behavior al  codes. 

Accord ing to the foreign  tr avel  
adv ice sect ion  of  GOV.UK, these 
I slam ic codes restr i ct  m any aspects of  
l i f e in  the coun tr y, d ictat ing aspects of  
social  and cu l tur al  l i f e such  as what 
type of  r elat ionsh ips are al lowed, who 
and how one m ay in ter act  w i th , and 
how one should  dress, par t i cu lar ly  for  
wom en .

Protests against  the I r an ian  
gover nm en t have becom e m ore 
p revalen t fol low ing the death  of  
p rotester  M ahsa Am in i  on  Septem ber  
16, 20 22. Am in i  was ar rested  for  
wear ing cloth ing deem ed 
?inappropr iate? by the m or al i ty  
pol i ce, a sect ion  of  I r an?s pol ice force 
whose responsibi l i ty  i s to en force the 
gover nm en t?s in ter p retat ion  of  

I slam ic law and ideals 
regard ing m odesty and 
in ter act ions. 

W h i le the 
gover nm en t el im inated 
I r an?s m or al i ty  pol i ce on  
D ecem ber  4, in  response 
to the p rotests, they have 
con t inued to respond in  
ways that at tem pt to 
si lence the voices of  
I r an ian  p rotester s. 
Accord ing to CN N , the 
death  tol l  of  I r an ian  
p rotests con t inues to r i se, 
r each ing at  least  326 deaths since the 
p rotests f i r st  began  last  f al l , and the 
num ber  of  p rotestor s that  are 
incarcer ated  con t inues to increase as 
wel l . 

T he I r an ian  p rotests have not 
on ly  been  gr abbing the wor ld?s 
at ten t ion  due to thei r  size, but  by the 
un i f y ing force they seem  to have on  
the peop le of  I r an . L ike m any 
coun tr ies, I r an  has suf fered  f rom  
ethn ic cleavages for  year s. H owever, 
as the p rotests have con t inued, 
Euronews shared a shock ing 
obser vat ion  f rom  Ram yar  H assin i , a 
spokesm an  for  a hum an  r igh ts 
or gan izat ion : ?For  the f i r st  t im e in  the 
h istor y  of  I r an  since the I slam ic 
Revolu t ion , there is th is un ique un i ty  
between  the ethn ici t ies. Ever yone is 
chan t ing the sam e slogan . T hei r  
dem and is the sam e." 

T he p rotests have taken  m any 
for m s, Euronews reveals, such  as 
refusals to sing I r an?s nat ional  
an them , bur n ing of  h i jabs, str i kes in  
schools, tor ch ing of  bu i ld ings, and 
m ore. 

A m ethod of  p rotest ing that has 
gained popular i ty  on  social  m ed ia 
wor ldw ide is the publ ic cut t ing of  
wom en?s hai r  in  order  to open ly  rebel  
against  the str i ct  laws that declare 
I r an ian  wom en  m ust wear  h i jab in  
publ ic. 

T he hash tag #H ai rForFreedom  
has been  created to p rom ote the 
m ovem en t. 

Accord ing to the Un i ted  States 
I nst i tu te of  Peace, celebr i t ies f r om  
other  coun tr ies have also open ly  
par t i cipated  in  the m ovem en t such  as 
the French  O scar-w inn ing actress 
Ju l iet  Binoche. 

D esp i te the clear  th reat that  

p rotest ing poses for  those 
par t i cipat ing, the I r an ian  peop le don?t 
give any sign  that they w i l l  r aise a 
wh i te f lag any t im e soon . Accord ing to 
T he N ew Yor k T im es, i t  i s now 
becom ing m ore com m on  to see 
I r an ian  wom en  publ icly  w i thout h i jab, 
includ ing I r an ian  ath letes and actor s 
who are seen  on  telev ision . Peop le 
share how I r an ian  ath lete Elnaz 
Rekabi , a rock cl im ber, com peted at  
the Asian  cham pionsh ips w i thout 
wear ing a h i jab, def y ing the I slam ic 
requ i rem en t to wear  a h i jab even  
when  par t i cipat ing in  spor t ing 
com pet i t ions outside of  I r an . 

W h i le the p rotests cause 
destr uct ion  and con f l i ct , they have 
un i ted  the I r an ian  peop le in  not on ly  
rebel l ion  against  thei r  gover nm en t, 
but  in  the f igh t  for  change and in  the 
f igh t  for  thei r  f r eedom . 

By I SADORA KAUFM AN
Staff Writer 

I r an 's Pr otests: T h e 
cau ses an d  ef f ects 

TWITTER/@ALINEJADMASIH
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W elcom e, Cougar s! Featured here 
is our  new colum n  h igh l igh t ing 
im por tan t even ts and shar ing the 
inside scoop of  the Q O  com m un i ty, so 
that  you can  Keep Up W i th  the 
Kougar s!

D o you  h ave a 
sp eci al  tal en t?:

I f  you do, the annual  Q O  Talen t 
Show is com ing up  on  Januar y 20  at  7 
PM . T h is i s the per fect  oppor tun i ty  
for  Q O  studen ts to showcase thei r  
un ique talen ts and for  the Q O  
com m un i ty  to suppor t  them . W h i le 
aud i t ions were held  Januar y 3 and 4, 
ever yone should  st i l l  at tend the even t 
to suppor t  our  talen ted  studen t body. 
Al l  par t i cipan ts w i l l  at tend a rehear sal  

on  Januar y 19 to p repare for  the show. 
Cash  p r izes w i l l  be awarded to the 
w inner s w i th  th i r d  p lace receiv ing 
$10 0 , second p lace receiv ing $150 , and 
f i r st  p lace receiv ing the gr and p r ize of  
$20 0 . Adm ission  w i l l  be $5 for  adu l ts 
w i th  a studen t d iscoun t of  $3. 
Accord ing to a recen t post on  

@sgaqohs on  I nstagr am , ?m ore 
in for m at ion  w i l l  be released shor t ly,? 
so m ake sure to check out thei r  
accoun t  i f  you would  l i ke to hear  
m ore in for m at ion .

T h e Cat 's T ale 
L i ter ar y  
M agazin e:

I t?s that  t im e of  year  again ! Q O ?s 
ver y own  studen t- r un  L i ter ar y 
M agazine is cal l ing al l  studen ts w i th  
creat ive talen t to subm i t  wor ks in  
areas such  as poetr y, photogr aphy, 
stor ies, sheet m usic, and other  for m s 
of  ar t  to be publ ished in  th is year 's 
ed i t ion . T he Q O  L i ter ar y M agazine, 
?T he Cat 's Tale,?  i s a com pi lat ion  of  

studen ts? creat ive wor ks that i s 
publ ished annual ly. ?[Each  year  we] 
decide on  a them e for  our  m agazine, 
col lect  subm issions up  un t i l  m id  to 
late Febr uar y, ed i t  the subm issions, 
and then  com pi le al l  of  the ed i ted  
wor ks in to a layout,? says 
ed i tor - in -ch ief  and sen ior  L auren  

Pyon . Subm issions should  be sen t to 
qohsl i tm ag@gm ai l .com  by m id  to late 

Febr uar y, and m ake sure to use your  
per sonal  em ai l  to send your  
subm issions. Fol low @qohsl i tm ag on  
I nstagr am  to stay up  to date on  new 
in for m at ion .

Stu den t  h i gh l i gh t  
of  th e m on th :

Jun ior  Ty ler  Phugphud is cal l ing 

fel low Q O  studen ts w i th  a desi re to 
m ake an  im pact to jo in  the Q O  
chapter  of  L eukem ia &  Lym phom a 
Society  (L L S)'s Student of the Year 
Cam paign . W or k ing as co-p residen t 
alongside jun ior  L ex i  Fial lo, 
Phugphud w i l l  spear head a six to eigh t 
week in i t iat ive to r aise m oney in  

?honor  of  a young, local  pat ien t  who is 
batt l ing or  in  rem ission  f rom  blood 
cancer,? accord ing to the Studen t of  
the Year  h igh l igh t  on  the L L S websi te. 

From  Januar y 21 th rough  M arch  

13, Pughpud says he w i l l  be ?p lann ing 
f undr aiser  even ts, r each ing out to 
com pan ies, and wor k ing hard  to r aise 
as m uch  m oney as possible to reach  
the chapter 's f undr aising goal .? 
Pughpud con t inued, exp lain ing that i f  
the chap ter  ?r aises a cer tain  am oun t 
of  m oney, they are inv i ted  to at tend 
the gala at  the end of  the cam paign .? 
Attendees of  th is gala are capable of  
r eceiv ing the coveted ?Studen t of  the 
Year ? award . T he honor able ?Studen t 
of  the Year ? t i t le i s awarded to the 
cand idate or  team  who r aises the 
m ost m oney at  the end of  the 
cam paign , accord ing to the L L S 
websi te.  

Phugphud encour ages Q O  
studen ts to reach  out to h im  th rough  
h is em ai l , tphugphud@gm ai l .com , i f  
you?re in terested  in  jo in ing h is chap ter  
and to help  f und research  to f ind  a 
cure for  blood cancer.

I f  you would  l i ke to be featured in  
our  next i ssue of  Keep ing Up w i th  the 
Kougar s, p lease reach  out to us 
th rough  our  Tw i t ter  or  I nstagr am  at 
@qohs_ prowler , or  th rough  em ai l  at  
Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . 

By M I A KAUFFM AN
Editor- in-Chief

T h e p ast  an d  p r esen t  of  th e ceaseless b loodsh ed  
betw een  Ru ssi a an d  U k r ai n e 

Russia and Ukr aine? two feud ing 
nat ions w i th  great h istor y  that  has 
bled  in to the p resen t t im e. T he 
h istor y  beh ind  how th is d isastrous war  
began   and how i t  has great ly  
escalated . 

D at ing back to the 170 0 s, 
accord ing to CBS, m uch  of  Ukr aine?s 
ter r i tor y  was under  the Russian  
em pi re. Even  af ter  a desper ate 
at tem pt for  independence th rough  a 
ser ies of  m i l i tar y  and pol i t i cal  
con f l i cts f r om  1917 to 1921,  Ukr aine  
ev iden t ly  lost  and soon  then  becam e a 
par t  of  the Soviet  Un ion . Yet, not  al l  
hope was lost  as Ukr aine was st i l l  able 
to develop  thei r  own  sense of  cu l ture 
and f reely  speak Ukr ain ian . 
For tunately,on  D ecem ber  1, 1991, a 
few year s af ter  the f al l  of  the Ber l in  
W al l , Ukr aine successfu l ly  voted  for   
independence f rom  the Soviet  Un ion . 
Al though  the USSR at the t im e 
har bored sl igh t  hesi tancy and 
bi t ter ness to recogn ize Ukr aine?s 
independence, they even tual ly  d id  
com e to peace w i th  the idea and 
announced thei r  acknowledgm en t 
? and the d issolu t ion  of  the Soviet  
Un ion? shor t ly  af ter .  

H owever, th is ?peace? on ly  lasted  
so long. Accord ing to Vox, in  
N ovem ber  20 13, Presiden t Victor  
Yanukovych ,  the p residen t of  Ukr aine 
at  the t im e,  r ejected  a deal  for  
Ukr aine?s greater  in tegr at ion  w i th  the 

European  Un ion . T h is deal  was an  
excel len t  way for  Ukr aine to in tegr ate 
and har m on ize w i th  other  fel low 
European  nat ions and fu l ly  break 
apar t  f r om  Russia. Undoubted ly, th is 
reject ion  spar ked m ass p rotests and a 
lar ge am oun t of  m ass m ed ia cover age. 
Presiden t Yanukovych , along w i th  the 
suppor t  of  Russia, r esponded w i th  
im m ense v iolence, lead ing to 
Yanukovych?s ouster  as he was then  
soon  r un  out of  the coun tr y  by 
p rotester s. 

I n  desper at ion  to salvage i ts 
in f luence on  Ukr aine, in  20 14 Russia 
invaded and annexed Cr im ea, a sm al l  
r egion  in  Ukr aine under  Russian  
occupat ion  at  the t im e. T he con f l i ct  
began  to wor sen  as Russian  rebels 
then  invaded easter n  Ukr aine. T h is 
began  Russia?s v icious f igh t  for  
Ukr aine as V lad im i r  Put in , the cur ren t 
p residen t of  Russia, bel ieves that 
Ukr aine is a greater  par t  of  Russia.

 To no sur p r ise, alm ost a year  ago 
on  Febr uar y 24, 20 22, Russian  forces 
of f i cial ly  invaded Ukr aine a second 
t im e. Presiden t Put in  author ized a 
?special  m i l i tar y  m ission? against  the 
coun tr y, hop ing to dem i l i tar ize and 
denazi f y  Ukr aine and end al leged 
genocide against  Russians in  the 
coun tr y, an  un found al legat ion . 

  W hat en tai led  to th is ?m i l i tar y  
m ission? author ized by Presiden t 
Put in   accord ing to Con f l i ct  on  
Foreign  Relat ions,  were long- r ange 
m issi le str i kes that were in i t ial ly   f i r ed  
to dam age Ukr ain ian  m i l i tar y  assets, 
ur ban  residen t ial  areas, and 

com m un icat ion  and tr anspor tat ion  
in f r astr uctures. M uch  of  the 
residen t ial  areas  also held  innocen t 
ci t i zens   who were v ict im  to 
execut ions, tor ture, and r ape. 

By the sum m er  of  20 22, the 
f igh t ing was p r im ar i ly   concen tr ated  
in  the east and south  of  Ukr aine, w i th  
Russian  cr u ise m issi les, bom bs, cluster  
m un i t ions, and ther m obar ic weapons 
devastat ing por t  ci t ies. Russia had 
even  seized sever al  Ukr ain ian  por ts 
and in i t iated  a blockade of  food 
expor ts. 

Regard ing the Un i ted  States in  the 
m idst  of  th is war, N AT O , wh ich  is 
m ade up  of  num erous coun tr ies 
global ly  includ ing the Un i ted  States, i s 
heavi ly  involved in  th is af f ai r . 

Presiden t Joe Biden  had  
p rev iously  reduced in for m at ion  
- shar ing constr ain ts and al lowed for  
broader  d issem inat ion  of  in tel l igence 
and f ind ings w i th  al l ies and the publ ic 
to boost al l ies? defenses and d issuade 
Russia f r om  tak ing any aggressive 
act ion .

Tak ing not ice of  th is, Russia?s 
foreign  m in istr y  cal led  on  N AT O  to 
cease m i l i tar y  act iv i ty  and even  
th reatened to take act ion  i f  N AT O  
were to refuse.  N AT O  responded by 
th reaten ing to im pose econom ic 
sanct ions. 

For tunately  for  Ukr aine, in  the 
m idst  of  th is, con t inues to receive 
f inancial  aid  f r om  the  Un i ted  States. 
As of  D ecem ber  20 th , accord ing to 
CN N , there are even   p lans for  
Presiden t  Volodym y r  Z elensky of  

Ukr aine to m eet Presiden t Biden  in  
the near  f u ture.

H owever  even  w i th  the f avor able 
assistance f rom  the Un i ted  States, 
accord ing to CN N , thousands of  
innocen t Ukr ain ians who are stuck in  
the m idst  of  th is war  are st i l l  su f fer ing. 
Accord ing to Stat ista, as of  D ecem ber  
18th , 6,826 Ukr ain ians have been  
k i l led , 428 of  them  are ch i ld ren . As of  
Russia's death  tol l  in  Ukr aine, 
accord ing to M ed iazona, as of  
D ecem ber  16th , 10 ,229 Russian  
sold ier s have been  k i l led . Yet, i t  i s 
wor th  not ing that th is death  tol l  i s 
on ly  based on  publ icly  avai lable 
repor ts. I t  i s safe to assum e that the 
real  death  tol l  m ay be sign i f i can t ly  
h igher  than  what i s recorded thus f ar .

Fur ther m ore, con tr ibut ing to the 
h igh  r ate of  deaths in  Ukr aine, as of  
last  m on th , accord ing to CN N ,  there 
has been  eigh t waves of  m issi le at tacks 
recen t ly  that  have caused dam age to 
40 % of  the coun tr y?s h igh -vol tage 
networ k f aci l i t ies; and as w in ter  i s 
qu ick ly  approach ing, hav ing no 
electr i ci ty   w i l l  p rove to be a ser ious 
issue for  Ukr ain ian  ci t i zens. 
Fur ther m ore, Ukr aine has taken  
act ion  by set t ing of f  m ul t ip le  
exp losions in  Russian  dom inated 
ci t ies and str i k ing Russian  ai r  bases.

T hough  th is war  m ay not be 
d iscussed as of ten  anym ore on   news 
broadcasts, chaos st i l l  r em ains and 
l ives are con t inuously  being taken  day 
by day. As long as the war  con t inues, 
so w i l l  the r i sing tension  and p ressure. 

By PAT RI NA PUN
Staff Writer

INSTAGRAM, @SGAQOHS

INSTAGRAM, @SQOHSLITMAG
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N ew  year , n ew  m e?
Students reflect on the value of New Year?s resolutions

T he clock str uck 12 on  Sunday 
m or n ing. ?H ow are we in  20 23 
al ready?? you m igh t have though t to 
your sel f , m em or ies f r om  th is past 
year , and ref lect ions on  past decisions, 
f lood ing your  br ain . Per haps there 
were th ings you w ished you?d done 
d i f feren t ly, or  put m ore t im e in to. 

For  those look ing for  a ?qu ick f i x ,? 
m any w i l l  tu r n  to the classic, good 
old - f ash ioned N ew Year ?s resolu t ions. 

Som e of  the m ost popular  
resolu t ions include aim ing for  a 
heal th ier  l i f esty le, endur ing less 
screen  t im e, under going better  sleep  
habi ts -  and the l i st  goes on  and on . 

Al though  notor ious for  not being 
sustainable, N ew Year ?s resolu t ions are 
st i l l  ver y popular , w i th  m any news 
sources and publ icat ions giv ing thei r  
r eader s suggest ions on  what thei r  
r esolu t ion  should  be. H owever, the 
num ber  of  peop le who are able to 
keep  these resolu t ions al ive dw ind les 
by the day. I t  seem s af ter  the f i r st  few 
weeks or  so, these resolu t ions seem  to 
com pletely  f ade away. W hy is that?

For  m ost, the star t  of  the new 
year  i s the per fect  t im e to t r y  
som eth ing new. A clean  slate. A new 
chapter . An  oppor tun i ty  to f i x the 
m istakes you?ve m ade over  the past 
year . Yet, as we see t im e and t im e 
again , these changes seem  to f al l  shor t . 

T he m ost com m on  and apparen t 
reason  is a com binat ion  of  two factor s: 
lack of  com m i tm en t and un real ist i c 

standards. M any wan t easy success, 
but don?t care for   put t ing in  the t im e 
and ef for t  necessar y to get the resu l ts. 

?Som e peop le are just  not  t r u ly  
com m i t ted  to i t  as they were at  the 
beginn ing of  the year,? said  f r eshm an  
Bel la Young. ?I f  you have a m ot ivated  
m indset, you can  actual ly  ach ieve 
your  goals.? 

O ther  Q O  studen ts shared a 
sim i lar  sen t im en t. ?I  th ink when  
peop le m ake goals they can?t do, they 

get d iscour aged and just  give up ,? said  
jun ior  Tahsin  H aque. ?Peop le don?t 
wan t to st i ck w i th  som eth ing they 
th ink is im possible.? 

W hen  som eone sets out to create 
a resolu t ion  so out of  r each  f rom  what 
they?re capable of , they 're bound to 
f ai l  w i th in  the f i r st  few weeks, thus 
lead ing to a negat ive m indset. Peop le 
tend to d ream  big and set goals for  
them selves that are beyond thei r  
capabi l i t ies. ?I  th ink i f  peop le t r y  and 

?shoot for  the star s?, they?re just  going 
to be gett ing upset,? H aque added. 

Another  reason  for  resolu t ion  
f ai lu re can  be sett ing goals to p lease 
other s instead of  p leasing your sel f . ?I  
th ink a big reason  resolu t ions don?t 
wor k is because peop le are m ak ing 
them  appeal  to society?s standards,? 
said  jun ior  Al ina M i l ler . ?I f  you?re not 
m ak ing the goal  for  your sel f , you?re 
never  going to m eet i t .?

O f ten , peop le look at  other s as a 
sign  of  what they should  be, wh ich  is a 
poten t ial  r eason  why m any cannot 
reach  these unattainable goals. 
Societal  p ressures and nor m s are 
constan t ly  push ing dam aging and 
har m fu l  ideas as to what i s considered 
?nor m al .? Resolu t ion  or  not, th is can  
qu ick ly  create a tox ic m indset. ?I f  we 
look at  other  peop le and th ink that?s 
what we need to be, we?l l  never  be 
sat isf ied ,? M i l ler  added. 

O ver al l , set t ing goals i s never  
a bad th ing in  and of  i tsel f , but  i t  i s 
im por tan t to m ake sure these goals 
are being m ade to benef i t  your sel f , 
and that they are at tainable and 
real ist i c. W hether  i t  be eat ing better , 
spend ing m ore t im e w i th  f am i ly, or  
lear n ing to stop  p rocr ast inat ing on  
schoolwor k , som et im es less is m ore. 
By star t ing w i th  sm al ler  m i lestones, i t  
m akes the end resu l t  that  m uch  m ore 
of  an  accom pl ishm en t. 

W i th  al l  of  th is in  m ind, m aybe 
20 23 is the year  for  you to m ake a 
posi t ive change, and let?s hope these 
changes last  longer  than  a week!

"I f  you have a m ot ivated  m indset, 
you can   actual ly  ach ieve your  
goals.? -   Bel la Young

By CH ASE PASEKOFF
Staff Writer

Cou gar  D ash  del i ver i es: T h e 
Ex ten si on s Pr ogr am 's sch ool  stor e

I t?s not uncom m on  for  teacher s to 
reward  deser v ing studen ts w i th  food. 
Pieces of  candy for  w inn ing Kahoots 
and unexpected treats brough t to class 
are welcom ed w i th  open  ar m s and 
w ider  m ouths. N ow, i t?s t im e for  
studen ts to retur n  the f avor .

Run  by the Extensions Progr am , 
the Cougar  D ash  store del iver s snacks 
and dr inks to staf f  m em ber s on  
Tuesdays and T hur sdays. T he store 
was founded in  M arch , in i t ial ly  
oper at ing as a storef ron t r ather  than  a 
del iver y ser v ice. As of  D ecem ber  19, 
about 25 staf f  m em ber s have op ted 
in to receiv ing del iver ies. 

T he store of fer s a var iety  of  food 
i tem s for  sale, includ ing popcor n , 
candy, soda, and spar k l ing water . 
Popular  i tem s include Veggie Str aws, 
Sk inny Pop, Coke Z ero and L a Croix . 
Accom m odat ions for  d ietar y  
restr i ct ions can  be m ade upon  
request. 

?W e tr y  and have enough  op t ions 

[to] keep  i t  a l i t t le bi t  heal th ier  for  
staf f ,? Andrew W olf , an  Extensions 
Behavior  Suppor t  teacher, said . ?Som e 
would  p refer  m ore unheal thy th ings, 
but I  th ink what we?ve of fered  has 
been  successfu l  as f ar  as select ion  
goes.?

So, how exact ly  does the store 

wor k? D el iver ies are p repared by 

studen ts dur ing th i r d  per iod . To assist  
studen ts in  sor t ing order s, Extensions 
teacher s m ar k up  lam inated order  
sheets. T hese reference sheets m ake i t  
easier  for  studen ts to f ind  the speci f i c 
i tem s in  an  order . ?W e always tr y  to 
m ake sure we have a v isual  for  
studen ts?  I t?s help fu l  for  studen ts who 

are [nonver bal] ,? W olf  said .
O rder s are then  packaged in  paper  

bags and p laced in  a del iver y basket. 
D ur ing per iods 4 and 5, studen ts 
del iver  the i tem s to staf f  m em ber s. 
Fol low ing each  del iver y, studen ts 
stam p a punch  card  to ver i f y  the 
order . 

T he store aim s to help  studen ts 
develop  ?funct ional  and l i fe sk i l ls they 
w i l l  use once they leave [the 
Extensions] Progr am ,? accord ing to 
W olf . ?T he m ore we can  teach  those 
independen t sk i l ls, the better  of f  
they?l l  be when  they ex i t  school .? 

Studen ts involved w i th  the store 
?have to p ick out the r igh t  i tem s?  
[and] have som e level  of  social  sk i l ls to 
del iver  and coun t,? he added. 

Since m any Extensions studen ts 
go out dur ing the day, W olf  t r ies to 
rotate wh ich  studen ts del iver  i tem s. ?I  
t r y  to give ever ybody the oppor tun i ty  
to del iver  so they?re al l  develop ing 
these sk i l ls,? W olf  said . 

O ver al l , W ol f  bel ieves the store 
has been  benef icial  for  Extensions 
studen ts. ?I t?s been  a ver y good th ing 
for  our  p rogr am , and I  th ink the staf f  
at  Q O  have been  ver y suppor t ive,? 
W olf  said . 

Staf f  m em ber s can  op t in to 
del iver ies by f i l l i ng out a Google 
For m . Punch  cards are sold  for  $10  
each . 

By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Editor- in-Chief

?I t?s been  a ver y good th ing for  our  p rogr am , and 
I  th ink the staf f  at  Q O  have been  ver y 
suppor t ive." -  Andrew Wolf

The store offers a variety of food items for sale. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PNGITEM.COM

CCNULL /  MARCO VERCH
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WHAT WAS NEWS

IN 2022
JANUARY

A dest r uct ive er upt ion occur r ed on 
Januar y 14 in the island of Tonga, 
which is south of Wester n Samoa. Due 
to the st r ong er upt ion that  blasted ash 
into the atmospher e, i t  then caused 
deadly t sunamis acr oss the Paci f ic, and 
even affected places as far  away as 
Per u. Though the extent  of the natur al  
disaster  was ext r eme, i t  is st i l l  unclear  
how  many casualt ies ther e wer e, since 
most  of the telecommunicat ion tower s 
wer e dest r oyed by ash. 

FEBRUARY
Adele, a wel l -known Br i t ish singer  and 
songwr i ter , won the BRIT Awar ds on the 
8th. She won Best  Ar t ist , Song, and 
Album of the Year. At  the t ime, Adele was 
pr aised for  her  wor ldw ide sensat ion of a 
song, ?Easy On M e.? The hi t  was so 
popular  and loved by so many people that  
she not  only won the BRIT awar ds this 
year , but  she even had won in pr evious 
year s w ith nine awar ds and 16 
nominat ions. 

MARCH
On M ar ch 8, quar ter back Aar on Rodger s 
who played for  the Gr een Bay Packer s 
made a shocking decision to r emain w ith 
the Gr een Bay Packer s for  the r est  of his 
footbal l  car eer. N ow her e?s the shocking 
par t . In par t  of his pr et ty shor t  and br ief 
four  year  deal he r eceived, he was offer ed 
a whopping $200 mi l l ion dol lar s, which 
would put  him up ther e for  being the 
highest  paid player  in al l  of N FL histor y. 

APRIL
Actor s Chr is Rock and Wil l  Smith wer e 
both involved in a ver y inter est ing 
heated beef at  the Academy Awar ds. 
Comedian and actor , Chr is Rock, 
cal led act r ess Jada Pinket t  Smith ?GI  
Jane? due to her  hair  loss condit ion. As 
a r esul t , her  husband, Wil l  Smith gave 
Rock a slap on the face. Due to Wil l  
Smith?s ver y quest ionable behavior  
r epr esented at  the Academy Awar ds, 
Smith is now  banned fr om the Oscar s 
for  10 year s. 

MAY
On M ay 12, N or th Kor ea or der ed a 
nat ional  lockdown due to the deadly 
r ise of COVID cases, speci f ical ly w ith 
the Omicr on var iant . N or th Kor ea was 
heavi ly sur pr ised due to the fact  that  
they wer e r eceiving their  ?f i r st ' '  ever  
cases. Due to the 25 mi l l ion 
non-vaccinated people in N or th Kor ea, 
and those who ar e unaccounted for , 
this caused even mor e quest ions for  
the wor ld and why N or th Kor ea wasn?t  
so quick to act . 

JUNE
Dur ing June, actor  Johnny Depp and 
act r ess Amber  H ear d f inished up their  
six-week t r ial  r elat ing to their  mar r aige. 
The cour t  r ul ing in Depp?s favor , and 
awar ding him $15 mi l l ion in damages. 
Depp and H ear d wer e mar r ied for  less 
than 2 year s. Depp claimed that  H ear d 
went  fr om a car ing and ador ing w ife to 
someone who was constant ly abusing and 
at tacking him. H ear d claimed that  her  
husband had subjected her  to year s of 
abuse. H e sued her  for  $50 mi l l ion after  
she had wr i t ten an op-ed for  the 
Washington Post  claiming to have been a 
?publ ic f igur e r epr esent ing domest ic 
abuse.? 

JULY
 25 year -old Olympic gymnast  Simone 
Bi les was awar ded w ith the US 
Pr esident ial  M edal of Fr eedom by 
Pr esident  Joe Biden. Bi les is the youngest  
per son to ever  r eceive the pr est igious 
awar d. With 7 Olympic medals, she is t ied 
w ith Shannon M i l ler  for  the most  Olympic 
medals won by an Amer ican gymnast . She 
has won 25 Wor ld Championship medals, 
and is cal led the most  decor ated gymnast  
in histor y. 

AUGUST
 US H ouse Speaker  N ancy Pelosi  visi ted 
Taiwan, cal l ing i t  ?one of the fr eest  
societ ies in the wor ld.? She was the f i r st  
speaker  to visi t  the count r y in over  25 
year s. Pelosi  wanted to make i t   
"unequivocal ly clear "  that  the United 
States wouldn??t  be abandoning the 
count r y after  she met  the Pr esident , Tsai  
Ing-wen, on her  visi t . Taiwan is a count r y 
in East  Asia, w i th a populat ion of over  23 
mi l l ion people. 

SEPTEMBER
The wor ld was shocked on September  6, 2022 
by Queen El izabeth I I?s death. The monar ch 
had r eigned for  over  70 year s, mar k ing the 
longest  r eign by any Br i t ish monar ch. The 
Queen passed away at  her  summer  home, 
Balmor al  Cast le. H er  funer al  was held on 
September  19, and she was laid to r est  in the 
King Geor ge VI  M emor ial  Chapel. The Queen?s 
death spar ked both sadness and joy for  
mi l l ions, who al l  r ecal led her  compl icated 
legacy.

OCTOBER
158 people wer e k i l led in a cr owd cr ush 
on H al loween in the Kor ean ci t y I taewon. 
An est imated 100,000 people gather ed on 
H al loween to celebr ate the hol iday 
among the ci t y?s bar s and r estaur ants. 
The vict ims of the cr owd cr ush found 
themselves being pushed into a nar r ow  
al leyway wher e they lost  cont r ol . This 
t r agedy occur r ed whi le the Kor ean 
Pr esident , Yoon Suk-yeol?s r at ings wer e at  
a r ecor d low. N inety seven famil ies of the 
vict ims stepped up and asked Yoon to 
r esign, blaming the l ives lost  on his 
negl igence of safety. 

NOVEMBER
Wednesday, the vir al  N et f l ix TV ser ies, was 
r eleased on N ovember  23, 2022. The ser ies 
star s a fami l iar  f igur e: Wednesday Addams 
of the Addams Family. The ser ies focuses on 
Wednesday, played by Jenna Or tega, as she 
star ts school at  N ever mor e Academy. Ther e, 
she f inds her sel f  amid new fr iends and foes, 
t ied up in an ent icing myster y. The edgy, 
goth aesthet ic of Wednesday took the 
inter net  by stor m, spar k ing a f lur r y people 
r epl icat ing the iconic Wednesday look. 
Cur r ent ly, Wednesday has gar ner ed over  1.2 
bi l l ion hour s of watch t ime, coming in thir d 
for  N et f l ix?s most  watched TV ser ies.

DECEMBER
SZA is back. I t?s been over  four  year s 
since her  debut  album, CTRL, came out . 
Since then, she?s been busy and has 
r eleased 16 singles. H owever , what  fans 
wer e wait ing for  was another  album. On 
N ovember  30, SZA posted the cover  of 
her  new  album, SOS, on her  Instagr am, 
hint ing at  what  was to come. Ten days 
later , SZA r eleased her  sophomor e album 
to the wor ld. Fans wer e astounded by the 
emot ional depth on the album, which 
cemented SZA as a musical  talent . The 
album even went  # 1 on Bi l lboar d 200.

BY Hayley Asai, Kate Belman, & Sophie Fawkner
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Q & A abou t  Q O 's T u tor i n g Pr ogr am  

T he co- leader s of  the Q O  
Tutor ing Progr am , Engl ish  Teacher, 
Sky r a Blanchard , and Special  
Educat ion  Teacher, M el issa Brown , 
share thei r  exper ience. I n  add i t ion  to 
the Q O  sector  of  p rogr am , M CPS 
prov ides m ore educat ional  r esources, 
such  as f ree on l ine hom ewor k help  
th rough  the p lat for m s FEV and Tutor  
M e, where studen ts can  book v i r tual  
sessions w i th  cer t i f ied  tu tor s, w i th  or  
w i thout cam er as, to get thei r  
quest ions answered.

 Q . W h at i n sp i r ed  you  to r u n  th e 
Q O  T u tor i n g Pr ogr am  an d  w h en  w as 
th i s p r ogr am  estab l i sh ed? 

 Brown : I  wan ted to wor k w i th  
studen ts af ter  school  in  order  to 
suppor t  them  academ ical ly. I  was 
asked to Co- lead the CARES Tutor ing 
Progr am , and I  though t that  the 
p rogr am  was a great way to suppor t  
studen ts and al low the studen ts to feel  
m ore con f iden t about thei r  lear n ing. I  

also tu tor  studen ts that  need to wor k 
on  Execut ive Funct ion ing Sk i l ls. 

 Blanchard : M CPS star ted  the 
p rogr am  last  year  under  the nam e 
Cares Tutor ing to com bat the lear n ing 
loss that Covid  created due to m ost ly  
inef fect ive on l ine lear n ing scenar ios 
exper ienced by m any studen ts. W hen  
M r s. L ee approached m e about being 
the lead w i th  M s. Scherer  last  year , I  
was m ot ivated  to be a par t  of  i t  
because I  cou ld  easi ly  see the ef fects 
of  Covid  on  m any of  our  studen ts, and 
I  wan ted to help  them  f ind  help . I  also 
fel t  l i ke the p rogr am  requ i red  m any of  
the sk i l ls that  I  con t inue to develop  as 
an  educator : per sonabi l i ty, 
or gan izat ion , and clar i ty.

 Q .  M s. B r ow n , bei n g a n ew  staf f  
m em ber , w h at  i n sp i r ed  you  to r u n  a 
p r ogr am  an d  get  i n volved  i n  th e Q O  
com m u n i ty ?

 Brown : As a new teacher, I  wan ted 
to get involved in  the Q O  com m un i ty  
to bu i ld  relat ionsh ips w i th  studen ts 
and staf f .

 Q . H ow  does th e tu tor i n g 
p r ogr am  w or k ? D oes th e p r ogr am  

take p lace on  cer tai n  days?
 Brown : T he tu tor ing p rogr am  is 

r un  M onday-T hur sday in  the school  
bu i ld ing af ter  school  or  v i r tual ly  in  the 
even ing.  W e also have som e tu tor s 
that  w i l l  tu tor  Saturday m or n ing.  

 Blanchard : A l im i ted  num ber  of  
Q O  staf f  m em ber s ser ve as M CPS 
tu tor s, who help  studen ts w i th  con ten t 
recover y, IEP goals, and p repar at ion  
for  upcom ing lear n ing in  thei r  classes. 

 Q . H ow  h as th e Q O  T u tor i n g 
Pr ogr am  im p acted  th e over al l  Q O  
com m u n i ty ? 

 Brown : T he p rogr am  has al lowed 
teacher s to wor k w i th  a sm al l  group  of  
studen ts, or  w i th  studen ts one on  one. 
T he studen ts are able to wor k w i th  a 
teacher  that  teaches the subject  dur ing 
the school  day, so they are gett ing 
tu tored on  the cur r icu lum  they are 
cur ren t ly  lear n ing or  w i l l  be lear n ing. 
Tutor s are able to f r on t load 
in for m at ion  to studen ts, see where 
studen ts are m ak ing m istakes, and 
give feedback wh i le the studen t i s 
being tu tored. 

 Blanchard : T he p rogr am  im pacts 

the studen ts who are en rol led , as thei r  
gr ades are posi t ively  im pacted by the 
consisten t aid  in  lear n ing sk i l ls and 
concepts that  m ay have been  m issed 
in  ear l ier  gr ades or  class per iods for  
one reason  or  another . I  th ink the 
com m un i ty  l i kes that these types of  
equ i table lear n ing oppor tun i t ies are 
avai lable so that m oney is not a 
d iv isive f actor  when  i t  com es to 
grow ing and lear n ing. Add i t ional ly, 
the qual i ty  of  tu tor ing is not im pacted 
by m oney ei ther? our  tu tor s are al l  
knowledgeable teacher s and suppor t  
per sonnel  f r om  Q O .

 Q . H ow  do you  both  m an age a 
bu sy w or k  sch edu le w i th  teach in g 
an d  l ead in g a p r ogr am ?

 Brown : I  use a calendar  and wr i te 
out a to-do l i st  for  each  day to m ake 
sure I  am  m eet ing dead l ines and 
com plet ing tasks. 

 Blanchard : I  th ink I  can  speak for  
us both  when  I  say, teacher s are always 
asked to do too m uch , and we r ise to 
the occasion  because we care about 
studen ts.

By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Editor- in-Chief

Exci ted  abou t  sn ow  days? T h in k  abou t  you r  
im p act  on  ou r  cl im ate f i r st , stu den ts say

N ow that w in ter  has set in  again , 
Q O  studen ts m en tal ly  p repare for  the 
ch i l l ing cold  and constan t f luctuat ion  
of  M ar y land weather . W h i le there is 
on ly  one snow day lef t  before days 
are added to the school  calendar, 
studen ts st i l l  hope for  snow days to 
rel ieve thei r  stress and have som e fun  
en joy ing the cold  weather .

Sen ior  L aurel  Snow was th r i l led  
for  th is w in ter . ?I  love snow. I  
especial ly  love sk i ing. I  also love 
aesthet ical ly  d r ink ing hot 
chocolate? I  love i t  al l ,? she said .

Sen ior  Josie Belk in  was also 
exci ted . ?L ook ing 
outside and seeing 
the landscape 
covered in  wh i te 
br ings m e so m uch  
joy !? Belk in  said . 
H er  f avor i te par t  of  
w in ter  i s read ing 
books w i th  a v iew of  
the snow.

H owever, the joy 
we exper ience when  
i t  snows m ay soon  
becom e m ore r are. 
As the ef fects on  our  
cl im ate wor sen , 
cl im ate act iv ists 
have been  cal l ing on  
gover nm en t leader s 
to take act ion  for  

decades. I n  m any 
par ts of  the wor ld , 
we can  see the ef fects of  cl im ate 
change as sea levels r i se and 
endangered species suf fer .

I n  M ar y land, i t  seem s to be up  to 
debate how cl im ate change m an i fests 
i tsel f   in  the for m  of  w in ter  weather . 

Sen ior  L auren  Pyon  said  she though t 
that  snow has actual ly  increased 
recen t ly  in  Januar y and Febr uar y due 
to cl im ate change.

I n  con tr ast , Belk in , an  AP 
Envi ronm en tal  Science (APES) 
studen t, d isagreed, say ing that ?the 
am oun t of  snow is slow ly decreasing, 
but peop le don?t seem  to real i ze i t  
because we occasional ly  do get a lot  of  
snow.?

Snow, also an  APES studen t, 
wasn?t sure. ?I  th ink the reason  why 
we feel  l i ke i t  has snowed less is 
because we have a skewed per spect ive 
f rom  when  we were younger,? she 
said

Accord ing to the Envi ronm en tal  
Protect ion  Agency?s websi te, 
M ar y land?s snowfal l  i s decreasing by 
0 .3 to 0 .1% per  year  on  aver age, 
accord ing to a gr aph  of  increases and 
decreases in  snowfal l  th roughout the 

US. I t  exp lains 
that  i t  r ains 
m ore in  som e 
p laces due to 
water  
evapor at ing 
f rom  lands 
and oceans 
af ter  
exper iencing 
war m er  
tem per atures. 
A key poin t  to 
rem em ber  is 
that  the 
f luctuat ion  of  
types of  
p recip i tat ion  
in  M ar y land 
m ay be 
because 
cl im ate 

change leads to an  increase in  other  
types of  p recip i tat ion  ever ywhere. 

Studen ts in ter v iewed said  that  the 
wor st  par ts of  cl im ate change are  
how peop le and an im als are af fected , 
as wel l  as those who refuse the f acts. 

?[Cl im ate change] 
d ispropor t ionately  af fects peop le in  
th i r d  wor ld  coun tr ies or  those w i th  
lower  incom es, because i f  you're 

l i v ing in  the m idd le of  nowhere or  
don?t have the sam e access to 
resources, i t  becom es a p roblem ,? 
Snow said .

?Cl im ate change is bad enough  in  
i tsel f , but  when  peop le choose to 
ignore the t i r eless acts and facts 
p resen ted by exper ts, i t?s incred ibly  
f r ustr at ing,? said  Pyon .

For tunately, there is act ion  we can  
take to t r y  to retain  M ar y land?s snowy 
weather  and p rotect  our  p lanet. ?T he 
m ost im por tan t th ing we can  do is 
p ressure our  gover nm en t to restr i ct  
m ul t i - b i l l i on  dol lar  cor por at ions l i ke 
Am azon  that send tr i l l i ons of  tons of  
fossi l  f uels in to our  atm osphere,? said  
Snow. She added that ever y per son  
needs to take 
in i t iat ive, and 
that i s the on ly  
way that 
gover nm en t 
of f i cials w i l l  
actual ly  take 
act ion .

Belk in  
added, ?O ne of  
the m ost 
im por tan t 
th ings peop le 
can  do to 
negate the 
ef fects of  
cl im ate change 
is t r y  to reduce 
your  car bon  
footp r in t . For  
exam ple, I ?m  
vegetar ian  to 
reduce m ine.?

O ne of  the 
over arch ing 

poin ts that  
studen ts agreed 
on  was that 
ever yone needs 
to becom e 
m ore educated 
in  order  to put 
p ressure on  

those in  posi t ions of  power  to take 
change. Belk in  said  that  tak ing classes 
such  as APES or  Envi ronm en tal  
Sustainabi l i ty, as wel l  as jo in ing Q O ?s 
env i ronm en tal  club, i s one ef fect ive 
way to accom pl ish  that goal .

?O ur  heal th  and wel l -being are 
inheren t ly  l inked to nature, so i t?s 
on ly  f ai r  that  we, as ind iv iduals, are 
tak ing on  the role of  being p rotect ive 
of  our  p lanet ear th ,? said  Pyon . ?T he 
m ore educated we are, the m ore 
act ion  we?l l  wan t to take in  order  to 
d r ive us towards a m ore in for m ed 
society.?

By CH ASE PANT EZZI
Staff Writer

Students get to enjoy sights such as evergreen trees covered with snow, 
along with a day off from school, during many Maryland winters.

CHASE PANTEZZI

?W hen  peop le 
choose to 
ignore the 
t i r eless acts and 
facts p resen ted 
by exper ts, i t?s 
incred ibly  
f r ustr at ing? 
-  Lauren Pyon
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Fi lm s w i th  W in ter  V i bes

As the cold  w in ter  ai r  approaches, 
being swal lowed by a f lu f f y  blanket 
near  the f i r ep lace, or  feel ing snug 
under  your  cover s, w i th  a com puter  in   
your  lap , sm el l ing the arom a em i t ted  
by a scen ted cand le goes along w i th  
th is cozy t im e of  year . 

To f u l ly  exper ience the w in ter  
season , the ideal  m ovie is the m ost 
essen t ial  par t  of  the l i st . T hese are a 
coup le of  un ique m ovies I  would  for  
th is t im e of  year .
H ome Alone (1990 )

W hat better  way to k ick of f  the 
hol iday season  than  w i th  one of  the 
m ost en joyable, f unny, (and a l i t t le 
v iolen t) f am i ly - f r iend ly  m ovie. 

W hen  eigh t-year-old  Kevin  
M cCal l i ster  (M acaulay Culk in) gets in  
t r ouble the n igh t before a f am i ly  t r ip  
to Par is, h is m other  (Cather ine O 'H ar a) 
m akes h im  sleep  in  the at t i c. W hen  the 
M cCal l i ster s m istaken ly  leave for  the 
ai r por t  w i thout Kevin , he wakes up  to 
an  em pty house and assum es h is w ish  
to have no fam i ly  has com e tr ue. But 
h is w ish  soon  tur ns sour  when  he 
real izes that two con  m en  (Joe Pesci  
and D an iel  Ster n) p lan  to rob the house 
and that he m ust p rotect  i t . I t  i s no 
wonder  John  H ughes, a 
wr i ter / d i rector / p roducer, w rote th is 
f i lm . H is wor k in  T he Breakfast Club, 
Ferris Buellers D ay off, and Sixteen 

Candles sh ine, th rough  h is classic 
approach  to f i lm s and h is 
incor por at ion  of  hum or  to create a 
war m -hear ted  m ood in  each  scene. A 
Chr istm as f i lm  that I  t r u ly  feel  w i l l  
never  get old  and is cur ren t ly  avai lable 
on  Am azon  Pr im e Video, D isney+, etc.
 T he Grand Budapest H otel (20 14) 

W es Ander son  p resen ts one of  h is 
m ost v isual ly  p leasing, yet  creat ively  
br i l l i an t  stor ies in  th is m aster p iece of  a 
f i lm . I t  takes p lace in  the 1930 s at  the 
popular  European  sk i  r esor t , the Gr and 
Budapest H otel . T he f i lm  fol lows 
concier ge Gustave H . (Ralph  Fiennes) 

and h is lobby boy, Z ero (Tony 
Revolor i ). As one of  Gustave?s lover s 
d ies unexpected ly, he is lef t  w i th  a 
valuable pain t ing but i s also the 
num ber  one suspect in  the m urder. 
En l ist ing the help  of  Z ero, the two are 
now on  the r un  f rom  h is for m er  lover ?s 
f am i ly  wh i le t r y ing to keep  the p icture 
safe. T he p icturesque com posi t ions, 
m et icu lous color  palet te, stunn ing sets, 
p roduct ion  design , and shar p-w i t ted  
actor s al l  cam e together  to create one 
of  Ander son 's m ost beaut i f u l  f i lm s. 
T hough  th is i sn 't  a t r ad i t ional  hol iday 
f i lm , the care and in tr i cacy put in to 
th is f i lm  m akes i t  feel  l i ke a war m  hug 
f i t t ing the m ood for  a cold  w in ter  day 
that you can  watch  on  H ulu , Am azon  
Pr im e Video, and App le T V.
 Christmas with the Kranks (20 0 4)

T hough  th is m ay not be the best of  
the m oder n  Chr istm as classics, i t?s not 
the wor st . Also, i t?s k ind  of  i r on ic that  
T im  Al len  p lays San ta Claus in  T he 
Santa Clause and a Scrooge sor t  of  
char acter  in  th is. L uther  (T im  Al len) 
and N or a Kr ank (Jam ie L ee Cur t i s) 
decide to change th ings up  for  the 
hol idays and take a cr u ise in  the 
Car ibbean  instead. H owever, thei r  
Ch r istm as-obsessed neighbor s, V ic 
Frohm eyer  (D an  Aykroyd) and W alt  
Scheel  (M . Em m et W alsh) desp ise that 
idea. T he Kr anks soon  f ind  them selves 
outcasts because of  thei r  lack of  
Ch r istm as sp i r i t . T h is m ovie is a 
cheer y and cheesy hol iday classic. 
Al though  som e m ay f ind  i t  cl i che, i ts 
nostalgic tone and l igh thear ted  
m anner  p rov ides an  easy-watch ing 
exper ience on  p lat for m s l i ke Youtube, 

App le Tv, etc.

By M AM S JAGH A
Staff Writer 

"December 4, 2022"
In early December, thousands of endangered Caspian seals 
washed up on the Russian coast of the Caspian Sea. Russian 
authorities are unsure of what caused the deaths, though so far 
they believe the seals died from natural causes. Scan the QR 
code to read more.

CARTOON BY FRESHMAN AMADI PINKNEY

W in ter  Essen t i al s

I t?s that time of year: your breath becomes visible in the bitter air, jagged icicles form on dainty tree branches, and heavy snow falls 
down from the sky.  All you want to do is wrap yourself in a cozy sweater and put on some UGGS? two simple winter staples. 
Nevertheless, however tempting this may be, the 2023 winter season brings excitement in wardrobe choices, from oversized winter 
jackets and layered corsets to the return of ?80s leg warmers, which, in my opinion, have never gone out of style. 

By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Editor- in-Chief

Ch u n k y Plat f or m s: Elevate your  
shoe gam e w i th  loafer s, an  
unden iable standout th is season  
and t im eless wardrobe stap le. 
Consider  a classic black , brown , or  
wh i te color  to go w i th  ever y th ing 
and any th ing. Sty le them  to for m  
an  ef for t lessly  cool  street-wear  look 
featur ing a blazer , som e sunn ies, 
and baggy jeans, or  m im ic H ai ley 
Bieber ?s ch ic al l - b lack look w i th  a 
black cutout m in i  d ress and tal l  
sheer  stock ings. Get your s f r om  
Am azon  or  Pr incess Pol ly.

H igh -street wear  op t ions:

L ayer ed  Cor sets: I t 's al l  about the 
layer ing th is season ! Cor sets were 
a top  t rend th is past sum m er, but 
that  doesn?t m ean  they can?t be 
wor n  in  the w in ter  m on ths. 
Celebr i ty  Gigi  H ad id  took an  
avan t-garde approach  to the 
layered cor set t r end in  her  
bubblegum  p ink button -down , a 
cinched of f -wh i te cor set, and 
br igh t  wh i te f r ayed baggy jeans, 
pai red  w i th  a com plem en tar y 
Bar bie p ink m in i  bag and poin ty  
heel . Rep l icate your  own  Gigi  
H ad id  look w i th  a color f u l  
but ton -down , d istressed jeans, 
and a cor set of  your  choice. 

H igh -street wear  op t ions f rom  
Am azon :

O ver si zed  jackets: T he so-cal led  
?Ten t Coat,? accord ing to Bust le, i s 
the ?statem en t outer wear  t r end 
you wan t to t r y  th is w in ter .? 
Any th ing puf f y, wool , cot ton , 
cashm ere, or  leather  w i l l  do the 
t r i ck .    

Cheaper  op t ions f rom  Forever  21:

Sch oolgi r l  vests: Sweater  vests are 
on  the r i se, w i th  coun t less op t ions 
to choose f rom . T he sweater  vest  
was featured in  N ew Yor k Fash ion  
W eek, p rov ing i ts popular i ty  for  th is 
past f al l  season , but i ts popular i ty  
rem ains for   the w in ter  season  as 
wel l . Som e of  m y favor i te vest  
designs include M ango?s p reppy 
and retro baby blue v-neck vest 
w i th  bold  wh i te, gr ay, and black 
l ines sur round ing the edges, Rag &  
Bone?s bohem ian -sty led  vest w i th  
patchwor k and a m ix of  war m  and 
cool  tones, and Sea Angne?s ear thy 
v ibed crochet vest  w i th  a col lared  
neck.

H igh -street wear  op t ions:

L eg w ar m er s: L eg war m er s are 
back and here to stay. O ne of  the 
sickest op t ions on  the m ar ket for  
leg war m er s is den im  cutof f s. L eg 
war m er s can  be pai red  w i th  
str appy heels or  even  loafer s.  Get 
your s f r om  Revice D en im

PHOTO COURTESY OF Flick r



Basketbal l  has cer tain ly  ear ned i ts 
reputat ion  as one of  the m ore 
en ter tain ing spor ts out there. T he 
spor t?s power fu l  dunks, f lashy passes, 
and hypnot izing hand les just i f y  
basketbal l  as one of  the m ost popular  
spor ts in  the wor ld , and are what 
m ake p layer s l i ke L ebron  Jam es, 
Steph  Cur r y, and Kevin  D ur an t som e 
of  the m ost f am ous ath letes in  the 
wor ld . 

H owever, wh i le Q O  is known  for  
m any th ings, basketbal l  i s adm i t ted ly  
not at  the top  of  the l i st . T he reason  
beh ind  th is m ay be because there is 
one th ing that other  spor ts p rogr am s 
here have m anaged to ach ieve that 
the boys basketbal l  team  has not: a 
state cham pionsh ip . 

T he Cougar s have had thei r  f ai r  
share of  success w i th  m ul t ip le region  
cham pionsh ips and w inn ing seasons, 
but they haven?t been  able to cap ture 
that  elusive state cham pion  t i t le. 

T he closest the boys team  cam e to 
a state cham pionsh ip  was thei r  two 
appear ances in  the state t i t le gam e, 
m ost recen t ly  in  20 17 w i th  longt im e 
coach  and m ath  teacher  Paul  
For inger. 

H owever, w i th  the in troduct ion  of  
f i r st-year  coach  M ac M in tur n , m any 
are hop ing that Q O  f inal ly  gets closer  

to w inn ing that state cham pionsh ip  
t i t le.  

M in tur n  was publ icly  announced 
as the new boys basketbal l  head coach  
last  sp r ing. T he Apr i l  2 
announcem en t of  M in tur n?s h i r ing 
was com m un icated   by a statem en t 
f r om  Q O  ath let ic d i rector  Jef f  
Rabber m an , wh ich  was posted on  the 
Q O  Ath let ics websi te and Tw i t ter . 

?Being the head coach  at  Q O  is an  
honor  and also a big responsibi l i ty,? 
said  M in tur n  in  a recen t in ter v iew.

M in tur n  f i r st  got  to know som e of  
h is p layer s when  he coached the 
Cougar s over  the sum m er  at  
M ar y land?s El i te Var si ty  Sum m er  
L eague. ?T hey [the team ] are a 
hardwor k ing group  that has been  ver y 
coachable,? he said .

W h i le th is i s M in tur n?s f i r st  year  
as the head coach  of  Cougar s boys 
basketbal l , M in tur n  is f ar  f r om  a 
newbie in  M on tgom er y Coun ty 
hoops. M in tur n?s coach ing jour ney 
includes coach ing st in ts at  Seneca 
Val ley for  four  year s, where he 
regu lar ly  batt led  Q O , in  add i t ion  to 
two year s at  Bu l l i s School  in  Potom ac.  

 M in tur n?s p lay ing exper ience has 
also helped h im  w i th  h is coach ing 
success. From  20 0 3-20 0 7, M in tur n  
p layed basketbal l  for  D am ascus. H e 
con t inued h is p lay ing career  in to 
col lege where he p layed for  Frostbur g 
State Un iver si ty  for  th ree year s. 

 ?I  th ink hav ing an  under stand ing of  
what i t  i s l i ke to be a studen t ath lete 
and being able to see th ings f rom  
thei r  per spect ive helps you relate to 
the p layer s,? M in tur n  said .

 D ur ing the Cougar s? im probable 
r un  to the state f inals in  20 17, M in tur n  
was coach ing Seneca Val ley, where he 
handed Q O  one of  thei r  th ree losses 
in  that  regu lar  season .  

?D ur ing m y t im e at  Seneca Val ley, 
we had som e great gam es against  
Q O ,? he said . ?T hey [Q O ] were always 
a tough  and d iscip l ined team , and you 
knew you were going 
to have to p lay wel l  to 
beat them .? 

 M in tur n  fol lowed 
up  h is t im e w i th  
Bu l l i s w i th  one year  
coach ing for  h is alm a 
m ater  D am ascus last  
season , where he 
ach ieved an  
im pressive record  of  
20 -3. 

Al l  of  M in tur n?s 
coach ing in  the 
Gai ther sbur g area has 
m ade h im  no 
str anger  to a lot  of  the 
schools in  our  coun ty.

?I?m  ver y f am i l iar  
w i th  the other  schools 
[ in  the coun ty ] and 
how cer tain  team s 

p lay, so that def in i tely  helps,? he said .
I n  h is f i r st  season  here at  Q O , 

M in tur n  set  out to bu i ld  a foundat ion  
for  a successfu l  basketbal l  p rogr am . ?I  
hope to establ ish  a cu l ture of  f am i ly, 
hard  wor k , and com m i tm en t that  our  
p layer s l i ve up  to on  and of f  the 
cour t ,? he said .

H e also hopes that h is p layer s take 
away som eth ing m ore than  just  
p lay ing the gam e. ?I  hope they lear n  
the value of  being a par t  of  a team  and 
what being a great team m ate m eans,? 
he said .
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M eet th e n ew  m in d  beh in d  th e boys 
basketbal l  team
By GRI FFI N OWENS
Staff Writer 

TWITTER/@JAMESMINTURN1

W hen  i t  com es to super ior  
ath letes, Q O  has a sur p lus of  them  in  
ever y spor t . O ne way for  these 
ath letes to be recogn ized for  thei r  
talen t  i s receiv ing an  al l - state or  
al l - coun ty award  at  the end of  thei r  
season . T h is year  there were 2 f ield  
hockey p layer s, 12 footbal l  p layer s, 2 
boys soccer  p layer s, and 2 gi r ls soccer  
p layer s to receive th is award . 

Represen t ing the gi r ls soccer  team  
are sen ior  L izzie Gelm an  and jun ior  
Ann ie Far aone. 

Far aone has p layed the m id f ield  
posi t ion  on  var si ty  since her  f r eshm an  
year  and was honored for  m ul t ip le 
awards. She received f i r st  team  
al l -m et and f i r st  team  al l - state for  the 
second year  in  a row. T h is year , she 
also received the al l - south  region  
award , m ak ing her  one of  the best 
soccer  p layer s not on ly  w i th in  the 
state of  M ar y land, but the whole 
South  region .

W hen  Far aone f i r st  lear ned that 
she was chosen  for  these awards, she 
was happy and gr atefu l  for  i t , but  her  
m ind is on ly  focused on  one th ing: 
how successfu l  next  year 's season  can  
be. T h is year , Q O ?s gi r ls soccer  team  
fel l  to W h i tm an  in  the M PSSAA 4A 
State Finals. N ever theless, Far aone is 

able to keep  a posi t ive at t i tude, say ing, 
?I  am  super  p roud of  the season  we 
had.?

O n  the f ield , Far aone stands out 
because of  her  m ovem en t of f  the bal l  

and being the connect ing pass to 
m any great p lays. She has lear ned 
m uch  of  her  sk i l l  f r om  her  club team  
coach  of  seven  year s, but  recogn izes 
Q O  H ead Coach  Peg Kei l ler , Assistan t 
Coach  Er in  Kakalec and al l  of  her  
team m ates as wel l . Kei l ler  was also 
nam ed Al l -m et coach  of  the year.

Q O ?s footbal l  team  has won  the 
state cham pionsh ip  two year s in  a 
row, and  a key to thei r  success is 
sen ior  Z ach  Ander son . Ander son  has 
been  p lay ing on  the var si ty  footbal l  
team  since h is sophom ore year  in  the 
of fensive l ine posi t ion . T h is i s h is 
second year  being nam ed f i r st  team  
al l - coun ty, and was nam ed f i r st  team  
al l - state last  year . H e also received the 
al l -m et award  th is year  as wel l .

Ander son  descr ibed being nam ed 
al l - coun ty as ?a represen tat ion  of  al l  
of  the hard  wor k and ef for t  I  put  in to 
footbal l  over  the last  four  year s.?

Ander son?s p resence on  the f ield  
i s a clear  exam ple of  why he has been  
chosen  for  these awards last  year  and 
th is year . H is abi l i ty  to dom inate the 
f ield  wh i le being a leader  to 
team m ates is f undam en tal  to Q O ?s 
recen t success. 

T h roughout h is h igh  school  
career , he said  he has always looked 
up  to h is paren ts to be h is role m odels 
in  not on ly  footbal l , but  other  aspects 

of  h is l i fe. W hen  he f i r st  heard  that he 
was chosen  for  these awards, h is 
paren ts were the f i r st  peop le he told . 

Ander son  is hard ly  the on ly  
footbal l  p layer  that  i s being 
recogn ized for  h is talen t . T h is year , 
two Q O  p layer s were also recogn ized 
as p layer s of  the year : sen ior  Kendal l  

Johnson , who p lays the 
defensive end and t igh t  
end posi t ions, and jun ior  
Jay len  H ar vey, who p lays 
the defensive end 
posi t ion .

W e also see f ield  
hockey gett ing 
recogn ized for  al l - state 
team s. T hey were being 
coached under  Kath leen  
Sigwar t , and had a ver y 
successfu l  season  th is 
f al l .

Sen ior  El i zabeth  
W in ter  i s on  the var si ty  
f ield  hockey team , and 
th is year  she was nam ed 
as an  honor able 
m en t ion . ?I t?s basical ly  
l i ke 3rd  team ,? said  
W in ter . T h is was a big 
honor  because W in ter  i s 
relat ively  new to the 
spor t . She has been  
p lay ing f ield  hockey for  
al l  four  year s of  h igh  
school ; however, her  
m ain  spor t  i s lacrosse.

 ?I  was honest ly  
p ret ty  shocked, 
especial ly  because th is 
i sn?t m y m ain  spor t  and I  
haven?t been  p lay ing for  

that  long,? she said . 
T h is award  d idn?t 

com e easy for  W in ter . ?I  
always pushed m ysel f  to 
wor k hard  and per for m  
at p r act ice and [i t]  paid  
of f  when  i t  cam e to 
gam es,? she said . 

By M ADELEI NE BURKE and 
LI LY KAPLAN
Staff Writers 

A l l -state, al l - cou n ty  Cou gar s excel  al l  
ar ou n d  th e f i el d

Z ach  A n der son 1st  A l l -M et, 1st  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Ken dal l  Joh n son 1st  A l l -M et, POY A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Jay len  H ar vey 2n d  A l l -M et, D POY 
A l l -Cou n ty

Footbal l

Sh ae Ter r y H on . M en t i on  A l l -M et, 1st  
A l l -Cou n ty

Footbal l

Savan  Br i ggs H on . M en t i on  A l l -M et, 1st  
A l l -Cou n ty

Footbal l

I ver son  H ow ar d H on . M en t i on  A l l -M et, 1st  
A l l -Cou n ty

Footbal l

T avah r i  Gr oves 1st  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

M atth i eu  L on ga 1st  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Ryan  Sew al l H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Ad r i an  I r by H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Ch r i st i an  H ayes H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Socr at i  W u r ah H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

A n gel  Pelaez H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

El i sh a W est H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

Aydan  W est H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Footbal l

M i ke M evo H on . M en t i on  A l l -M et, 2n d  
A l l -State

Boys Soccer

Tom as Rebelat to H on . M en t i on  A l l -M et, 1st  
A l l -State

Boys Soccer

A n n i e Far aon e 1st  A l l -M et, 1st  A l l -State Gi r l s Soccer

L i zzi e Gelm an H on . M en t i on  A l l -M et, 2n d  Gi r l s Soccer

Peg Kei l l er Coach  of  th e Year  A l l -M et Gi r l s Soccer

Em m a Evan s H on . M en t i on  A l l -Cou n ty Gi r l s Vol l ey bal l

El i zabeth  W i n ter H on . M en t i on  A l l -State, 2n d  
A l l -Cou n ty

Fi eld  H ockey

L i l a M on cak 2n d  A l l -Cou n ty Fi eld  H ockey



T he Cougar s are look ing to bu i ld  
of f  last  year ?s successfu l  season . L ast 
year ?s team  m anaged an  im pressive 
record  of  11-7, and won  thei r  f i r st  
gam e in  the p layof f s against  Ur bana 
before losing to r ival  N or thwest in  the 
second round of  p layof f s. 

T hat was the team ?s best record  
since 20 17, when  they had advanced 
al l  the way to the state cham pionsh ip  
gam e before f al l ing to Per r y  H al l .  

 H owever, th is season  is a l i t t le 
d i f feren t: w i th  the depar ture of  
m ul t ip le sen ior s, includ ing for m er  
team  cap tain  and for m er  scor ing 
leader  D rew H ein r ichs ?22, other s w i l l  
have to step  up  and take thei r  p lace.  

 W h i le i t?s st i l l  ear ly  in  
the season , those p layer s 
seem  to include sen ior s 
Savan  Br iggs, Col l in  
Car ter , and jun ior  D J 
Abegesah , who scored 15 
poin ts against  Richard  
M on tgom er y wh i le Br iggs 
scored 11 poin ts in  the 
season  opener  against  
Rockv i l le.

T h is season , the team ?s m ost 
notable change, however, was the 
stepp ing down  of  m ath  teacher  Paul  
For inger  f r om  coach ing dut ies, and 
the in troduct ion  of  new head coach  
M ac M in tur n . 

Al l  of  these changes have been  a 

chal lenge to these p rom ising Cougar s, 
who are look ing to recap ture thei r  
m agic f r om  that 20 17 season , 
som eth ing that the new coach  seem s 
to be wor k ing towards.

T he Cougar s have typ ical ly  star ted  
the season  strong, m ost recen t ly  

star t ing of f  4-0  last  year  before end ing 
up  at  thei r  r ecord  of  11-7, and w inn ing 
5 of  thei r  f i r st  6 gam es in  the 
20 19-20 20  season  before end ing up  
w i th  a sub .50 0  record  for  the second 
str aigh t year . 

H owever, th is year  has been  
d i f feren t, as the team  star ted  out 
losing four  of  thei r  f i r st  f i ve gam es.  

T hei r  season  opener  saw them  
keep i t  close w i th  Rockv i l le before an  
of fensive exp losion  in  the four th  
quar ter , wh ich  saw both  team s score 
double d igi ts in  a gam e that sl ipped 
away f rom  the Cougar s.  

 I n  thei r  th i r d  gam e, Q O  was 
lead ing the Gai ther sbur g Trojans by 
one poin t  head ing in to the four th  
quar ter ; they ended up  losing by 19 
poin ts.

O ne th ing the new coach  is now 
stressing is the team ?s 
str ategy on  the defensive 
side of  the bal l . ?W e spend 
t im e ever y day wor k ing 
on  bal l  defense. Being 
able to stay in  f r on t  of  the 
bal l  i s a big par t  of  being 
successfu l  on  defense,? 
said  M in tur n . 
I n  thei r  one w in  against  
Seneca Val ley, the Cougar s 

held  Coach  M in tur n?s for m er  team  to 
on ly  for ty - four  poin ts, w i th  Br iggs 
scor ing a double double w i th  11 poin ts 
and 10  rebounds, and jun ior s 

Keyshawn  Car ter  and Chr ist ian  W h i le 
also scor ing in  double d igi ts.

I t  w i l l  take t im e for  the team  to 
ad just  w i th  new leader s tak ing the 
helm . Q O  w i l l  t r y  to establ ish  
them selves and thei r  way to w in  in  
thei r  f i r st  season  w i th  a new head 
coach . D esp i te al l  of  thei r  setbacks to 

star t  the season , the team  st i l l  aim s to 
becom e dangerous by p layof f  t im e.

O ur  r unn ing Cougar s don?t 
qu i t? even  in  the cold  of  w in ter . 
T hese ded icated  r unner s don?t stop  at  
any th ing to im prove thei r  t im es and 
r unn ing abi l i t ies. Al though  n ine 
sen ior s lef t  th is team  last  year , we see 
the appear ance of  15 f reshm en .

Al though  not m uch  has happened 
in  the season  yet, the r unn ing Cougar s 
have had a few m eets in  the last  few 
m on ths.

Freshm an  M ikaela Pak p laced 8th  
at  the M CPS m eet #1 long jum p even t, 
doing best out of  al l  the Q O  gi r ls 
var si ty  r unner s at  that  even t. T h is i s 
her  f i r st  year  r unn ing tr ack , and she 
descr ibes her  team ?s per for m ance as 

?pret ty  wel l ,? and that being new on  
the team  has been  ?welcom ing and 
ever yone helps each  other .? 

As for  her  own  per for m ance on  
the team , Pak has also descr ibed i t  as 
?pret ty  wel l ,? and that she has seen  her  
?speed and stam ina im prov ing.? 

As m uch  as we see these f reshm en  
sh in ing on  the team , we also see the 
sen ior s con t inu ing to wor k hard  ever y 
day to becom e a better  r unner. 

Sen ior  Raihanna Ter rel l  feels l i ke 
she has been  doing wel l  so f ar . ?I  was 
able to decrease m y t im e in  the 55 
m eter  dash ,? she said . Ter rel l  was on  
the indoor  t r ack team  f reshm an  year, 
but  then  took a break in  order  to 
p repare for  the oncom ing tr ack 
seasons and cross coun tr y  seasons. 
T h is can  also be said  about Sen ior  
Gar y Bel lom y-H olub, who said  that  
?I?m  also exci ted  to see how the wor k I  
have been  doing in  indoor  t r ack w i l l  
t r anslate to outdoor  t r ack in  the 
spr ing.?

H owever, for  Ter rel l?s sen ior  year , 
she is back on  the w in ter  team , w i th  
in ten t ions to im prove and p lace 
var si ty. Ter rel l  would  l i ke to ?r un  7.8 
second 55 [dash].? Ter rel l  i s st i l l  
p lann ing on  im prov ing dur ing the 
season  as i t  p rogresses. 

T he indoor  t r ack team  has seem ed 
to have had a good star t . Even  though  
i t?s cold , our  r unn ing Cougar s are 
com m i t ted  to becom ing faster  and 
stronger  ever y season .
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W hen  tem per atures begin  to 
f r eeze, Q O  ath letes m ove inside for  
thei r  w in ter  spor ts seasons. T h is m eans 
for  m any studen ts that  there is no 
better  t im e to put your  sw im sui t  on  
and d ive in to a pool .

T h is year , the Q O  sw im  and d ive 
team  is stacked w i th  som e of  the f astest  
sw im m er s and h ighest sk i l led  d iver s of  
our  d iv ision . Ever yone on  the team  has 
h igh  expectat ions for  the 20 22-23 
season . 

Jun ior  cap tain  Ainsley Tay lor  has 
been  sw im m ing since she was four  
year s old  and i t  has real ly  paid  of f . 
Tay lor  sw im s a 23.82 50  f ree, wh ich  
m akes her  the f astest  sw im m er  on  the 
gi r ls side of  the team . D ue to cov id , she 
m issed out on  her  f r eshm an  year, but  
luck i ly  she was able to com pete 
sophom ore year. D ue to th is being 
Ainsley?s f i r st  season  as a cap tain , she 
has som e goals set  for  the team . 

?I t 's not  about your  t im e, i t 's about 
ever yone putt ing thei r  best  ef for t  to 
get thei r  hand on  the wal l  f i r st ,? Tay lor  
said . 

T he team  pr act ices tw ice a week at  
an  indoor  pool  af ter  school . D ur ing 
these hour- long p r act ices, the team  
star ts out w i th  a war m -up , fol lowed by 
a m ain  set . O ccasional ly  they w i l l  end 
w i th  f l ip  tur ns and d ives. 

W h i le the sw im m er s are 
com plet ing laps, the d ive team  is 
tw ist ing and tur n ing of f  boards in to 
the pool . T he team  consists of  12 d iver s 
w i th  a w ide  r ange of  exper ience. 

Because there isn 't  a speci f i c d iv ing 
coach , the cap tains lead the hour- long 
p r act ices w i th  feedback f rom  the m ore 
exper ienced d iver s. T he d ive cap tains 
are jun ior  Tay lor  Renzi  and sen ior  
L izzy Em er son . 

W h i le each  com pet ing 4 d ives per  
m eet, the star t ing l ineup  includes 
sen ior  M axim us Seo, jun ior  Cole 
Gar ver , jun ior  Andrew Chen , Renzi , 
Em er son ,  and sen ior  M andy Vend i t t i s.

Renzi  f i r st  got  in to d iv ing because 
of  her  older  sister  being on  the d ive 
team , but also because of  her  own  past 
tum bl ing sk i l ls. She always knew the 
team  was a f un  exper ience, and wan ted 
to con t inue that t r ad i t ion  as cap tain  
th is season . 

?W e al l  cheer  each  other  on  and, 
no m atter  what, m ake sure nobody 
takes them selves too ser iously,? Tay lor  
said .

Both  sw im  and d ive are known  for  
thei r  team  chem istr y  and sp i r i t . Tay lor   
descr ibes the team  as en thusiast ic and 
deter m ined, and i f  you go to thei r  next  
m eet, you w i l l  see how both  these 
statem en ts are ver y t r ue. 

Towards the end of  the sw im  
season , qual i f y ing sw im m er s are given  
the oppor tun i ty  to com pete in  
M etros? a cham pionsh ip  m eet that  
includes al l  the publ ic and p r ivate 
schools in  the area. L ast year , Tay lor  
was inv i ted  to the m eet, and d id  so wel l  
that  she also qual i f ied  to com pete in  
the M PSSAA 4A/ 3A State 
Cham pionsh ip .

As of  D ecem ber  31, the team ?s 
record  is 2-0  for  boys and 1-1 for  gi r ls. 
T hei r  next  m eet i s tom or row, Januar y 
7, against  Poolesv i le. 
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I n door  T r ack
By LI LY KAPLAN
Staff Writer 

Boys Basketbal l
By GRI FFI N OWENS
Staff Writer 

By M ADELEI NE BURKE
Staff Writer 

Sw im  an d  D ive

Gi r l s Basketbal l

 O ver  the past few year s, Q uince 
O rchard  Gi r ls Basketbal l  has 
establ ished i tsel f  as a w inn ing 
p rogr am . Since the 20 18-20 19 season , 
they have been  a constan t f i x ture near  
the top  of  4A W est Region . St i l l , a 
region  cham pionsh ip  has eluded the 
Cougar s. T hei r  last  t r ip  to the region  
cham pionsh ip  was dur ing the 
20 19-20 20  season , where they lost  to 
the dom inan t Clar ksbur g Coyotes. 

 T h is year , Q uince O rchard  is 
look ing to f inal ly  get over  that  hum p. 
L ed by head coach  Bobby Bishop , the 
Cougar s are of f  to a sol id  star t .  W i th  a 
record  of  6-2, the Cougar s are 
coun t ing on  leader sh ip  f r om  thei r  
sen ior s th is year . 

 ?Par t  of  being a leader  and a 
cap tain  is recogn izing that we are apar t  
of  som eth ing lar ger  than  our selves so 
i t?s not just  about us and our  
ach ievem en ts,? said  sen ior  Phoebe 
D ubios. 

 W i th  eigh t sen ior s gr aduat ing last  
year , the team  has in troduced a new 
wave of  younger  p layer s. T hei r  
r elat ionsh ips w i th  the veter ans of f  the 
f loor  have helped shape thei r  
per for m ance on  the f loor . 

 ?I  th ink our  bond has tr anslated  
on to the cour t  and is help ing us keep  
each  other  calm  on  the cour t  when  the 
tension / em ot ion  get h igh ,? said  sen ior  
Jenn i fer  Juh r ing, who is com m i t ted  to 

p lay at  Sal isbur y Un iver si ty. 
 T hus f ar , Q O  has seen  thei r  

r elat ionsh ips of f  the cour t  im pact thei r  
gam e in  a posi t ive way. O ver  w in ter  
break, Q uince O rchard  hosted  the Q O  
H ol iday Tour nam en t, where team s 
f rom  around the area cam e to Q O   to 

com pete. W i th  a shor tened roster , 
ever yone had to step  up . W inn ing 
thei r  f i r st  gam e in  a low-scor ing af f ai r  
against  W alter  Johnson , Q O  beat 
Tuscaror a in  thei r  second gam e by 
alm ost 20 , cl inch ing a tour nam en t 
v ictor y. T he tour nam en t was valuable 
exper ience in  a p layof f - l i ke set t ing for  
Q uince O rchard . 

 ?T h is hol iday tour nam en t i s going 
to help  us p repare for  p layof f s? ? said  
Juh r ing, ?W e lear ned how to f igh t  
th rough  a close gam e and stay strong 
th rough  the last  quar ter  wh ich  is v i tal  
in  p layof f s when  you?re p lay ing tough  
team s.?

 W i th  14 regu lar  season  gam es st i l l  
ahead of  them , the Cougar s have been  
wor k ing to im prove thei r  gam e, so 
they?re ready com e p layof f  t im e. 
Focusing on  thei r  defensive rotat ions 
and of fensive p lays, Q O  hopes to br ing 
an  un r ivaled  level  of  in tensi ty  and 
m en tal  toughness to each  and ever y 
gam e. 

 ?In  the end we are a team  and 
whether  [we] w in  or  we lose,? said  
D ubios, ?W e do i t  together  so wor k ing 
hard , rem ain ing op t im ist i c, and 
keep ing up  our  com pet i t ive sp i r i t  i s 
the goal .?

 T he Cougar s take on  the 
undefeated Clar ksbur g Coyotes in  a 

hom e gam e ton igh t at  7:15. 

By SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Editor- in-Chief

MATTHEW MILLS
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T hese responses have been edited for length 
and clarity.

Q : H ow  lon g h ave you  been  an  
ath let i c d i r ector ?

 A: I  have been  an  ath let i c d i rector  for  
the past six year s.

Q : Bef or e bei n g an  ath let i c d i r ector , 
you  w er e a basebal l  coach . Can  you  
ex p lai n  [m or e abou t]  th at?

A: I 've been  a basebal l  coach  for  15 
year s. I  was an  assistan t coach  at  
Spr ingbrook, and then  I  wen t over  to 
Gai ther sbur g and was an  assistan t 
coach  there for  a year, and then  was 
the head basebal l  coach  there for  n ine 
year s. So basebal l  has been  a big par t  
of  m y l i fe, p lay ing and coach ing, and 
is par t  of  the reason  I  becam e an  
ath let i c d i rector .

Q : W h at ar e som e of  th e su ccesses 
th at  you  h ad  as a coach ?

A: W el l , Gai ther sbur g basebal l  won  
f ive d iv ision  t i t les, th ree regional  
t i t les, and a state cham pionsh ip  back 
in  20 15. So I ?ve been  able to have 
success at  that  level . I  coached the 
Sum m er wood Creek col legiate team  
for  11 year s, and I  had over  30  k ids 
that  I  coached that were dr af ted . I t 's 
som eth ing that I  en joy and that I  am  
passionate about. 

Q : D id  you  p lay  basebal l  i n  col l ege?

 A: Yes. I  p layed at  a JUCO  (jun ior  
col lege) in  Pennsy lvan ia at  Bucks 

Coun ty Com m un i ty  Col lege. I  p layed 
there for  a year, and then  I  t r ansfer red  
to Tem ple [Un iver si ty ]  because I  hur t  
m y shoulder  and I  was done. H owever, 
I  was a JV basebal l  coach  up  there for  
th ree year s at  a local  school .

Q : H ow  d i d  bei n g a coach  h elp  you  to 
becom e an  ath let i c d i r ector ?

 A: I  th ink i t  helps a lot . I  have a lot  of  
d i f feren t jobs, and one of  m y p r im ar y 
jobs is to help  develop  our  coach ing 
staf f  and be there for  them  for  adv ice 
or  th ings l i ke that . I f  you're in  th is 
posi t ion  and you haven 't  gone 
th rough  that as a coach , I  th ink i t  
m akes i t  r eal ly  d i f f i cu l t  to give that 
sor t  of  feedback to the coach . I  was 
for tunate that  we had a lot  of  success 
to cater  for . And that i s what I  r eal ly  
en joy about being an  ath let i c d i rector . 
I  love help ing develop  our  coaches. 
And, you know, not on ly  do I  give 
them  advice, I  lear n  a lot  f r om  them  
as wel l . W e al l  k ind  of  give back to 
each  other .

Q : W h at i s you r  day - to-day sch edu le 
l i ke as an  ath let i c d i r ector ?

 A: Ever y day is d i f feren t. Usual ly, 
dur ing the day, I  t r y  [to] spend m y 
t im e gett ing as m uch  com puter  wor k 
and f inancial  stu f f  done as possible. I  
send em ai ls w i th  updates for  the 
coaches and cor respond w i th  paren ts 
and com m un i ty  m em ber s. Af ter  2:30 , 
I  walk around and tr y  to get to al l  the 
p r act ices as I  possibly  can . And when  
there are gam es, I  set  up  the f ield  or  
the cour t . I  spend t im e going to 
gam es, watch ing the team s p lay, 
watch ing our  coaches coach , and just  

being at  these even ts to m ake sure 
ever y th ing is r unn ing sm ooth ly  and 
safely.

Q : W h at i s on e of  you r  best  
ex p er i en ces at  Q O ?

 A: I t 's honest ly  real ly  hard  to just  p ick 
one of  them . M ore than  any th ing, I  
r eal ly  feel  l i ke we've created a f am i ly  
atm osphere in  our  p rogr am . I  
honest ly  look at  m y coaches as f am i ly. 
I  th ink I  have real ly  good relat ionsh ips 
w i th  al l  of  them . I  th ink we have an  
outstand ing coach ing staf f . I  t r y  to 
develop  relat ionsh ips w i th  our  
studen t-ath letes.

Q : H ow  does i t  f eel  th at  tw o f al l  sp or ts 
team s m ade i t  to States th i s season , 
an d  on e of  th em  w on ?

A: I t  feels great to see our  
studen t-ath letes and coaches exceed. 
H owever, our  p rogr am  is a lot  m ore 
than  when  you w in  or  lose. I t 's not  al l  
about that  at  the end of  the day. O ur  
coaches are out there coach ing, we 
have trem endous ath letes at  the 
school , we have a t rem endous 
coach ing staf f , and our  com m un i ty  
suppor t  i s real ly  second to none. And 
when  you in tegr ate al l  those th ings 
together , you are creat ing real ly  good 
th ings. T he boy 's soccer  team  wen t to 
the coun ty cham pionsh ip . Even  
though  they fel l  shor t , they 've had a 
t rem endous year  in  the growth  of  that  
p rogr am . Field  H ockey won  the 
d iv ision ; Kehan  [Bhat i ] , on  the cross 
coun tr y  team , wen t to States; cheer  
advanced to region  f inals; and gi r ls' 
vol leybal l  had a good coup le of  year s 
in  a row. T he cred i t  goes to the 

coaches and studen t-ath letes, and 
paren ts for  al l  thei r  suppor t .

Q : Can  you  tal k  a l i t t l e abou t  th e Q O  
sp or ts cu l tu r e?

 A: I  m ean , honest ly, that  k ind  of  
cu l ture star ted  30 -p lus year s ago when  
the school  opened. I  th ink we're 
sur rounded by a real ly, r eal ly  strong 
com m un i ty. N ot al l  the h igh  schools 
in  M on tgom er y Coun ty have that sor t  
of  com m un i ty  aspect that  we do. And 
I  th ink a lot  of  p r ide goes in to being a 
Q O  ath lete and going in to the school  
per iod . So I  th ink i t 's a good p lace. I  
th ink ever ybody 's ver y for tunate to be 
here and have the suppor t  that  they 
have w i th  our  school  being as big in to 
spor ts and we're successfu l  because of  
that . And we just  have studen t-ath letes 
and coaches that are ver y, ver y 
talen ted  and good w i th  what they do. 
So i t 's been  fun  to be a par t  of  i t .

Q : W h at do you  w an t p eop le to k n ow  
abou t  you ?

A: I  wan t ever ybody in  our  p rogr am  to 
be successfu l , and any th ing our  team s 
need, I 'm  there for  them , and I  wan t 
to get them  what they need. M y door 's 
always open  for  our  studen t-ath letes. I  
th ink that  car ing and under stand ing 
and fol low ing th rough  w i th  that  i s 
som eth ing that 's real ly, r eal ly  
im por tan t.

Q  &  A w i th  A th let i c D i r ector  Jef f  Rabber m an  
By OLI VI A M AYT I N  

Staff  Writer

Q O  Footbal l : State Ch am p s A gain

T hur sday, D ecem ber  1 fel t  l i ke 
déjà vu for  Q uince O rchard  footbal l . 
For  the second year  in  a row, they had 
reached the biggest stage: N avy 
M ar ine Cor ps M em or ial  Stad ium  in  
Annapol is, M D. O nce again , i t  was 
t im e for  the 4A State Finals.

 L ast  year ?s t r ip  to Annapol is was a 
new exper ience for  m ost of  the 
Cougar s. Af ter  a h istor ic undefeated 
season , the Cougar s had a chance to 
take in  the th r i l ls that  com e along w i th  
p lay ing in  the cham pionsh ip  gam e. I t  
was a special  exper ience for  ever yone 
involved, al l  cu lm inat ing in  a 
dom inat ing 31-13 v ictor y  over  D r. 
H en r y A W ise H igh  School . 

 T h is year , af ter  yet  another  
undefeated season , the Cougar s were 
back in  Annapol is. W i th  a t i t le to 
defend, Q O  p layed the 20 22 season  
w i th  a tar get on  thei r  back.

 ?O ur  k ids em br aced i t  al l  year  
long,? said  head coach  John  Kel ley. 
?T hey knew that al l  year , going in to 
the season , that  they would  be 
hun ted.? 

 W i th  one m ore gam e to p lay, that  
tar get wasn?t going anywhere. 
Stand ing in  the way of  another  Q O  

state t i t le was Char les H . Flower s H igh  
School , who had an  undefeated season  
them selves? thei r  m ost successfu l  
season  in  school  h istor y. 

Success wasn?t new to Flower s 
footbal l , but  any success they had was 
over shadowed by the sheer  
dom inance of  the W ise Pum as? thei r  

in -coun ty r ival . Since W ise was 
establ ished in  20 0 6, the school  has 
won  an  astound ing f ive footbal l  state 
cham pionsh ips, beat ing Flower s 
repeated ly  in  the p rocess. H ead ing 

in to the 20 22 season , Flower s hadn?t 
beat W ise in  14 year s. 

 For  Flower s, the 20 22 season  
brough t upon  a sense of  change, and a 
feel ing of  hope. Stacked w i th  D 1- level  
talen t  at  ever y tur n , i t  seem ed l i ke th is 
cou ld  f inal ly  be the year  for  Flower s to 
beat W ise.? for  D avid  to slay Gol iath . 
En  route to thei r  f i r st-ever  state 
cham pionsh ip  appear ance, Flower s 
f aced W ise tw ice? once in  the regu lar  
season  and once in  state sem i f inals. 
T hey took care of  business both  t im es. 

 W h i le overcom ing W ise was 
cer tain ly  a t r ium ph , i t  was f ar  f r om  
the end goal  for  Flower s. Just  as 
Q uince O rchard  was hungr y to repeat 
for  the f i r st  t im e, the Jaguar s were 
hungr y to m ake h istor y, and br ing a 
t i t le to thei r  hom etown  of  Spr ingdale 
for  the f i r st  t im e. T he stage was set. 
Soon , the footbal l  was k icked in to the 
ai r , and the 4A State Finals were 
under way. 

 Q uince O rchard  got the bal l  f i r st  
on  the br isk 40 -degree even ing, 
set t ing the tone w i th  a m ethod ical  10  
p lay dr ive, capped w i th  a one yard  
touchdown  by sophom ore Iver son  
H oward . I t  was 7-0  Cougar s to star t .

 T he p ressure was on , and Flower s 
responded. T hey had dr iven  to 
m id f ield  when  sen ior  Q B Sean  
Johnson  f i r ed  over  the m idd le, f ind ing 
a w ide open  M atthew O gunn iy i  w i th  

tons of  r oom  to r un . O gunn iy i , a 
sen ior , sped past the Q O  defense in to 
the endzone, and i t  was a t ie gam e. 7-7. 

 O n  thei r  second dr ive of  the 
n igh t, Q O  looked to rep l i cate the pace 
and power  of  the f i r st . T he Cougar s 
had dr iven  al l  the way to the f ive 
yard- l ine when  they suf fered  a f atal  

blow? a 13 yard  sack. T h is for ced Q O  
to take a 31 yard  f ield  goal , wh ich  they 
m issed. T he f i r st  quar ter  cam e to a 
close w i th  the score locked at  7-7. 

 D efense took over  the gam e in  
the second quar ter , on  both  sides. 
T here were four  pun ts before f inal ly, 
w i th  four  m inutes lef t  in  the quar ter , 
Q O  red iscovered thei r  of fensive 
r hy thm . Sen ior  Q B Savan  Br iggs 
connected w i th  sen ior  Z ach  Z arch in  
for  15 yards, and af ter  two big car r ies 
f r om  H oward  and jun ior  I siah  
Blackm an , the Cougar s found 
them selves in  f ield  goal  r ange once 
again . T h is t im e, they conver ted  on  
the oppor tun i ty. W i th  just  seven  
seconds lef t  in  the second quar ter , 
sophom ore Evan  Church  nai led  i t  
f r om  26 yards. Going in to hal f t im e, 
the Cougar s led  10 -7. 

 Flower s would  receive to begin  
the second hal f , w i th  a chance to t ie 
w i th  a f ield  goal , or  take the lead w i th  
a touchdown . T hey had a chance to 
reestabl ish  the m om en tum  in  thei r  
f avor . T he dr ive star ted  just  as 
p lanned. Johnson  h i t  O gunn iy i  in  
str ide for  15, and scr am bled tw ice to 
help  m ove Flower s in to the red  zone. 
A score w i th in  reach , Johnson  
dropped back to th row, gazing for  the 
endzone. T he pocket col lapsing 
around h im , he tr ied  to escape, but i t  
was to no avai l . Bur st ing th rough  the 
m idd le was jun ior  D J Abegesah , 
sack ing Flower s and forcing a f ield  
goal? wh ich  Flower s m issed. T he long 
Flower s dr ive was in  vain . Q O  st i l l  led  

10 -7. 
Al though  thei r  next  d r ive lasted  

in to the ear ly  four th  quar ter , Q O  
cam e up  em pty again . Flower s forced 
a long f ield  goal , and the Cougar s 
cou ldn?t conver t . W i th  10 :51 lef t  in  
regu lat ion , the Cougar s were st i l l  in  
f r on t , 10 -7. 

 Tak ing over  at  thei r  own  20 , 
Flower s had a cr ucial  oppor tun i ty  in  
f r on t  of  them . T hey had stuck w i th  
the Q uince O rchard  team  that seem ed 

unstoppable al l  season . W i th  one sol id  
d r ive, they would  becom e the f i r st  
team  al l  season  to hold  a lead over  
Q O . T hey would  be f i r m ly  in  the 
dr iver ?s seat in  the state cham pionsh ip  
gam e. T hey would  be en  route to thei r  
f i r st  state cham pionsh ip  in  school  
h istor y.

 Un for tunately  for  the Jaguar s, 
jun ior  Jay len  H ar vey had other  p lans. 
Fly ing of f  the r igh t  edge, H ar vey f lew 
in  for cefu l ly  for  the sack, for cing the 
bal l  out  of  the hands of  the Q B 
Johnson . T he bal l  bounced backwards, 
and as Q O  sen ior  Kendal l  Johnson  saw 
i t  ly ing in  the endzone, he though t of  
som eth ing else. 

 ?I t  was m y h igh  school  career ,? 
said  Johnson . ?Al l  I  d ream  about i s 
being two- t im e state cham pions, and 
when  I  saw the bal l , I  saw that in  m y 
hands, and I  just  chased i t .? 

 H e chased i t , p icked i t  up , and just  
l i ke that , the gam e was com pletely  
f l ipped. T he score was 17-7, but the 
clu tch  defensive p lay sh i f ted  ever y 
ounce of  m om en tum  towards Q O . 
Flower s? next d r ive resu l ted  in  yet  
another  defensive score for  Q O ? a 
safety  on  a blocked pun t.

 T he Cougar s got the bal l  back, 
and began  wear ing down  Flower s on  
the ground. Af ter  m arch ing down  the 
f ield , H oward  powered in to the 
endzone for  another  T D , h is second 

on  the day. T he sophom ore r unn ing 
back ended h is day w i th  195 yards on  
27 car r ies. A 37 yard  H oward  r un  on  
the next of fensive dr ive set  up  a 1 yard  
Br iggs r ush ing T D ? h is last  p lay as a 
Cougar  was a touchdown . 

Soon , the clock t i cked down , and 
i t  was over . T he Q uince O rchard  

Cougar s were back- to-back state 
cham pions. 

By SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N  

Editor- in-Chief
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