
Af f i r m at ive act ion  is def ined as 
the ?act ive ef for t  to im prove the 
em ploym en t and educat ional  
oppor tun i t ies for  m em ber s of  
m inor i ty  groups and wom en ,? 
accord ing to Br i tann ica. 

I n  the Un i ted  States, af f i r m at ive 
act ion  was f i r st  used, of f i cial ly, by 
Presiden t Lyndon  Johnson , in  the 
six t ies in  an  ef for t  to el im inate 
d iscr im inat ion  that restr i cted  Af r ican  
Am er icans f rom  obtain ing 
em ploym en t. Af f i r m at ive act ion  has 
since spread to also tar get other  
h istor ical ly  d isadvan taged groups 
such  as H ispan ics and N at ive 
Am er icans. 

Af f i r m at ive act ion  also ser ves to 
foster  a wor k force that better  
represen ts the t r ue dem ogr aph ics of  
the Un i ted  States. A com m on  
m isconcept ion  is that  af f i r m at ive 
act ion?s sole in ten t i s to p rom ote the 
h i r ing or  adm i t t ing of  app l ican ts who 
are underqual i f ied  com pared to thei r  
W h i te coun ter par ts, but  th is i s a 

f al lacious bel ief . T he Am er ican  Civ i l  
L iber t ies Un ion  (ACL U) exp lains that  
af f i r m at ive act ion  is a tool  for  level ing 
out a p lay ing f ield  that  has long been  
uneven  for  m inor i t ies. I t  i s m ean t to 

p roduce equal i ty, not  suprem acy of  
one ethn ici ty  over  another .

H owever, af f i r m at ive act ion  
pol icies have been  eroded in  the past 
due to thei r   v iolat ions of  
const i tu t ional  acts or  am endm en ts. I n  
the seven t ies, cer tain  un iver si t ies such  
as the Un iver si ty  of  Cal i for n ia at  D avis 
used r acial  quotas in  thei r  adm issions 
p rocess. A r acial  quota is a num er ical  
r equ i rem en t for  adm i t t ing m em ber s 
of  a cer tain  group , wh ich  in  th is case 
per tained to r ace and ethn ici ty. T he 
UC D avis M ed ical  School  had been  
reser v ing 16 out of  10 0  seats in  the 
en ter ing class for  m inor i t ies. 

T he Suprem e Cour t  declared th is 
unconst i tu t ional  as the M ed ical  
School  adm i t ted  m inor i ty  app l ican ts 
who were less qual i f ied  than  
app l ican ts f r om  a dom inan t r acial  
group . T he Suprem e Cour t  exp lained 
that the use of  r acial  quotas is a d i rect  
v iolat ion  of  the Civ i l  Righ ts Act of  
1964, wh ich  p roh ibi ted  d iscr im inat ion  
based on  r ace, color , r el igion , sex, or  
ethn ici ty, and the four teen th  
am endm en t, wh ich  also p roh ibi ts the 
use of  d iscr im inator y laws. T he 
Suprem e Cour t  d idn?t com pletely  
outr u le the use of  r ace or  ethn ici ty  in  
the adm issions p rocess, though . 
W N ET  exp lains the decision , w r i t ten  
by Just ice Powel l , who stated  that 

col leges m ay m ake ?r ace-conscious 
decisions'' but  the ?r ace of  each  
app l ican t can  not be a p reclusive 
[p reven tat ive] f actor  in  gr an t ing 
adm ission .? 

Af f i r m at ive act ion  pol icies 
con t inue to be chal lenged, m ost 
recen t ly  in  the Suprem e Cour t  cases 
SFFA vs. UN C and SFFA v. H ar vard  
where the or gan izat ion  SFFA 
(Studen ts For  Fai r  Adm issions) 
appealed  against  both  un iver si t ies. 
Both  col leges were accused of  hav ing 
r acial  p references in  thei r  col lege 
adm issions p rocess that v iolate the 
Civ i l  Righ ts Act. T he Suprem e Cour t  
has not m ade thei r  f inal  decision  as of  
yet , but  the cur ren t pol i t i cal  m akeup 
of  the Suprem e cour t  w i th  a 
Republ ican  m ajor i ty, ?th reaten  
decades of  p receden t establ ished by 
p rev ious cases,? as exp lained in  N PR, 
due to thei r  
typ ical ly  
conser vat ive 
v iews. 

I f  the 
Suprem e Cour t  
decides to def y  
p receden t, 
establ ished in  
past af f i r m at ive 
act ion  cases, 
r ace-conscious 

pol icies are not on ly  subject  to change 
in  the adm ission  pol icies for  
un iver si ty, but  also in  m atter s of  
em p loym en t. T h is poses a th reat to 
m inor i t ies th roughout the Un i ted  
States, as em ployer s cou ld  star t  to 
m ake ?color -bl ind? decisions, wh ich  is 
l i kely  to cause a decrease in  the 
am oun t of  m inor i t ies h i red  and foster  
a wor k force that doesn?t accur ately  
ref lect  the dem ogr aph ics of  the 
Un i ted  States. M inor i t ies are al ready 
at  a d isadvan tage when  seek ing 
em ploym en t, of ten  due to the 
p reconceived not ion  that they are 
in fer ior  as em ployees to thei r  wh i te 
coun ter par ts. Al l iance for  Just ice, a 
jud icial  advocacy group , stated , ?I f  the 
Suprem e Cour t  r efuses to uphold  
af f i r m at ive act ion , i t  w i l l  be w i t t ingly  
undoing decades of  p rogress for  r acial  
equal i ty  and inclusion .?
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M oCo stu den ts stan d  togeth er  to 
f ace an t i sem i t i sm  h ead  on

Two m on ths ago, on  the eve of  
H anukkah? an  eigh t-day- long fest ival  that  
ref lects on  the suf fer ing and hatred  that 
Jew ish  peop le have endured for  cen tur ies, 
wh i le also h igh l igh t ing thei r  r esi l ience?  
there appeared an  act  of  vandal ism  on  W alt  
W h i tm an  H igh  School?s en tr ance sign : Jews 
N ot W elcom e. 

T h is statem en t lef t  the com m un i ty  
both  saddened, shocked, and scared. Sad 
and hear tbroken  that som eone had such  
m al icious though ts towards Jew ish  peop le. 
Shocked that, in  a com m un i ty  that  con tains 
one of  the lar gest populat ions of  Jew ish  
peop le in  the coun tr y, th is cou ld  occur . And 
scared, not on ly  of  the possibi l i t ies that  
cou ld  fol low the statem en t, but  of  the 
m ot ivat ions and lear ned bel ief s that  led  up  
to the act  of  vandal ism . 

Accord ing to T he Black and W h i te, 
W h i tm an's studen t newspaper, th is 
statem en t appear s less than  ?th ree days 
af ter  adm in istr ator s and W h i tm an  Jew ish  
Studen t Un ion  (JSU) leader s held  a school  
w ide O neW h i tm an  lesson  on  the top ic of  
an t isem i t i sm .? T he lesson  included per sonal  
statem en ts f r om  m em ber s of  JSU  and 
?aim ed to d isprove an t isem i t i c m y ths'' 
wh i le in for m ing studen ts  ?about the 
danger s of  stereotypes about the Jew ish  

Com m un i ty.? T he lesson  was in tended to 
leave an  educat ional  im pact on  studen ts, 
and peop le d id  not expect the inciden t 
occur r ing in  the near  f u ture. 

H owever, th is inciden t seem s to have 
created a dom ino ef fect , w i th  a num ber  of  
an t isem i t i c even ts in  M CPS fol low ing 
w i th in  the past two m on ths. As stated  by the 
W ash ington  Post, ?of f i cials f r om  at least  f ive 
schools have repor ted  f ind ing swast ikas on  
classroom  desks.? Acts of  v iolence 
m ot ivated  by bias against  r ace, rel igion , or  
other  iden t i t ies are r i sing at  a dangerous 
r ate. T he Post elabor ates that ?last  year , 156 
inciden ts w i th  a bias ind icator  were 
repor ted  in  the coun ty, a 9 percen t sp ike 
f rom  the p rev ious year ? and m ajor i ty  of  the 
?rel igious-based inciden ts tar geted 
Judaism .? 

N ot on ly  do these hor r i f i c acts of  
v iolence im pose fear  on  com m un i ty  
m em ber s, but  they have also evoked a sense 
of  f r ustr at ion  and anger  am ongst studen ts 
coun ty -w ide. Studen ts channeled  these 
strong em ot ions in to act ion , or gan izing 
pet i t ions, walkouts, and m any other  
gr assroots m ethods to com m un icate that  
hate is never  okay, and Jew ish  peop le are 
here to stay. 

O n  M onday, Januar y 30 , on  the f i r st  
day of  the new sem ester , studen ts across the 
coun ty walked out of  thei r  classes to 
suppor t  W h i tm an  and the com m un i ty  and 
condem n an t isem i t i sm . H ere at  Q O , 

studen ts walked out of  thei r  
four th  per iod  classes and joined 
fel low classm ates in  the Cougar  
D om e. 

JSU  co-presiden ts and 
jun ior s Andrew Feinstein  and 
N icole W einer  were in for m ed 
by Pr incipal  Beth  T hom as about 
studen t desi res to par t i cipate in  
the coun ty -w ide walkout. 
Feinstein  and W einer  wor ked 
w i th  adm in  and studen ts to 
spread the word  or gan ical ly. 
?T he date was al ready p icked so 
the m ajor i ty  of  the p lann ing just  
consisted  of  sp read ing the word  
of  the walkout th rough  social  
m ed ia? and th rough  word  of  
m outh , said  W einer . 

Feinstein  exp lained that the 
m ain  m essage of  the walkout 
was that ?an t isem i t i sm  is a real  
th ing, not just  around the wor ld  but in  our  
own  com m un i ty.? 

D ur ing the walkout, studen ts stood in  
stad ium  bleacher s wh i le m any shared thei r  
per sonal  exper iences w i th  an t isem i t i sm  and 
as a Jew, or  al ly, l i v ing in  M on tgom er y 
Coun ty. An  est im ated 10 0  or  m ore studen ts 
at tended the walkout. 

Feinstein  notes the d i f f i cu l t ies and 
st igm as that ex ist  when  tr y ing to com bat 
an t isem i t i sm  because ?i t  i s m ore of  a way of  
th ink ing.? H owever, he is op t im ist i c that  

?m ak ing peop le aware of  i ts p resence is 
ver y im por tan t in  slow ing down  the issue.? 
H e added, ?T he JSU  door s are also always 
open  for  those that wan t to speak the 
m essage as wel l .?

W h i le both  W einer  and Feinstein  agree 
that the walkout was a success, the job is not 
f in ished. T hey note that  there is  st i l l  a 
t r em endous am oun t of  wor k that  m ust be 
done to overcom e these dangerous 
stereotypes associated  w i th  an t isem i t i sm  

and p reven t any f u ture inciden ts of  hatred . 

By M I A KAUFFM AN
Editor- in-Chief
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T h e f ate of  af f i r m at i ve act i on  r em ai n s 
u n steady

JOE RAVI

By I SADORA KAUFFM AN
Staff Writer
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Represen tat ive Geor ge San tos?  
for m er ly  known  as An thony 
D evolder? of  N ew Yor k?s 3rd  
congressional  d istr i ct  has been  a hot 
top ic in  Congress, af ter  he was 
exposed for  m ul t ip le l ies and 
f r audulen t behavior  on  wh ich  he bu i l t  
h is cam paign  p lat for m . 

W h i le there have been  cal ls f r om  
both  par t ies for  a resignat ion , there 
has been  no act ion  taken  to acceler ate 
h is rem oval .  T he l ies extend f rom  h is 
f am i ly  l i fe, to h is resum e, and then  
som e. So what exact ly  d id  San tos l ie 
about? W el l , to l i st  a few?

T he congressm an  f i r st  cam e 
under  f i r e af ter  claim ing h is 
gr andparen ts wen t to Ukr aine to 
escape an t i - Jew ish  per secut ion  in  
W W 2. H owever, there is no record  of  
th is, and ev idence revealed  h is 
gr andparen ts were bor n  in  Br azi l . H e 
also l ied  about h is m other  being in  
the South  Tower  dur ing 9/ 11 and the 
even t creat ing ser ious heal th  
cond i t ions that led  to her  passing: she 
wasn?t in  the US dur ing the at tack . 

T he l ies extend to h is educat ion : 
San tos claim ed to at tend Bar uch  
Col lege and said  to have been  a 
vol leybal l  star  there. H e also stated  he 
ear ned a M aster ?s degree f rom  N YU, 
before later  adm i t t ing he d idn?t 
at tend ei ther  of  these schools. H e also 
said  he at tended H or ace M ann  Prep  

school , wh ich , again , he d idn?t. 
T he ly ing extends to the 

wor kp lace, where he im p l ied  wor k ing 
at  lar ge com pan ies such  as Goldm an  
Sachs and Ci t igroup . I nstead he 
wor ked at  an  investm en t com pany  
H ar bor  Ci ty, wh ich  has been  accused 
of  r unn ing a Ponzi  Schem e by the 
SEC. 

T hef t  accusat ions against  San tos 
have also com e to l igh t  as h is for m er  
room m ates accused h im  of  steal ing 
f rom  them . H e was also tar geted by 
the Br azi l ian  author i t ies for  steal ing a 
checkbook and spend ing m oney w i th  
i t  in  20 0 8.  

Accord ing to Van i ty  Fai r , h is 
congressional  cam paign  also f i led  
m ul t ip le expend i tures at  $199.99? the 
FEC m andates receip ts for  purchases 
of  $20 0 . T h is suggests decei t f u l  
spend ing by the cam paign . H is 
pol i t i cal  decep t ion  stretched fur ther  
as one of  h is staf f  m em ber s 
im per sonated cur ren t speaker  of  the 
house Kevin  M car thy?s ch ief  of  staf f  
in  order  to r aise m oney. (Van i ty  Fai r  
adds that i t?s uncer tain  i f  San tos knew 
about th is.) 

Accord ing to For bes, San tos 
exagger ated  h is salar y  and claim ed he 
m ade a  ?$750 ,0 0 0  salar y  and up  to 
$10  m i l l ion  in  d iv idends between  
20 21 and 20 22 th rough  a com pany he 
founded in  20 21 cal led  the D evolder  
O r gan izat ion? ? ?but repor ted  m ak ing 
on ly  $55,0 0 0  dur ing h is 20 20  
cam paign? ?

San tos has also l ied  about losing 
four  em ployees at  the 20 16 Pulse 
N igh tclub shoot ing, later  adm i t t ing 
he was in  the h i r ing p rocess for  the 
v ict im s before they had passed and 
they weren?t not actual  em p loyees of  
h is. 

I f  al l  that  wasn?t enough , he has 
also al leged that he sur v ived som e 
pret ty  bad si tuat ions such  as a 
m ugging and an  assassinat ion  
at tem pt. H e added he was m ugged on  
Fi f th  Avenue and told  a 
Br azi l ian  podcast of  the 
si tuat ion  and For bes says 
?wh ich  repor ted  i t  [the podcast]  
asked San tos for  the pol ice 
repor t , but  never  heard  back.? 
H e also claim ed on  a Br azi l ian  
podcast to have sur v ived an  
assassinat ion  w i th  no f ur ther  
detai ls. 

O ne of  the m ost 
jar r ing th ings to have 
com e for th  i s San tos? 
involvem en t in  a 
GoFundM e scam  where 
he r aised $3,0 0 0  for  a pet 
of  a d isabled  veter an  
Richard  O sthof f . Yet, 
O sthof f  never  received the 
m oney for  h is dog. San tos 
had seem ingly  r un  the 
char i ty  Fr iends of  Pets 
Un i ted , wh ich  is why 
O sthof f  bel ieved he cou ld  
help . Accord ing to the 
N ew Yor k T im es, ?in  an  

in ter v iew w i th  O ne Am er ica N ews on  
Saturday, he [San tos] insisted  he 
?never  hand led  the f inances? of  
Fr iends of  Pets Un i ted .? 

T h is i s a p ret ty  hef ty  l i st  of  l ies, 
exagger at ions, and false in for m at ion  
spread by Geor ge San tos and i t  
doesn?t even  cover  them  al l . T he 
dem ands for  h is resignat ion  are st i l l  
for thcom ing and new detai ls are 
revealed  dai ly. 
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CON TA CT  U S

Geor ge San tos: th e con gr essm an  w h o cam p aign ed  on  
l i es

O n a typ ical  day af ter  4th  per iod , 
there are a num ber  of  h igh  school  
sen ior s who are al lowed to leave 
cam pus dur ing lunch  when  they hop  
in  thei r  car s and dr ive away f rom  the 
school  as i t?s thei r  last  t im e of  the day 
to be at  Q O ; they do so because of  
thei r  hal f -day schedules. T hose 
studen ts have hal f -day schedules for  
the fol low ing reasons: jobs, 
in ter nsh ips, and, increasingly,dual  
en rol lm en t. 

?D ual  En rol lm en t [D E] are 
p rogr am s and oppor tun i t ies for  
col lege- ready h igh  school  studen ts to 
take col lege cour ses at  M on tgom er y 
Col lege, wh i le they?re st i l l  in  h igh  
school ,? accord ing to Q O ?s D E 
Progr am  Assistan t Aixa H er nandez. I n  
M CPS, these p rogr am s on ly  take p lace 
at  M on tgom er y Col lege. 

Accord ing to the Q uince O rchard  
websi te, sen ior s w i th  a cum ulat ive 
unweigh ted GPA of  at  least  2.5 are 
el igible to par t i cipate in  dual  
en rol lm en t. T hey w i l l  also need to 
have ear ned cer tain  scores on  speci f i c 
standard ized tests: at  least  a 10 0 0  on  
the SAT , a 21 on  both  read ing and 
m ath  sect ions of  the ACT , or  a 

qual i f y ing score on  the Accup lacer . 
D ual  En rol lm en t has m any 

benef i ts for  studen ts such  as ?sav ing 
t im e and m oney [for  col lege],? said  
H er nandez. 

Add i t ional ly, studen ts w i l l  be able 
to ear n  col lege cred i t  and have a ?good 

in troduct ion  to col lege,? said  
H er nendez. ?W h i le the classes m ay be 
a l i t t le bi t  chal lenging? they have the 
suppor t  of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , M on tgom er y Col lege, and 

poten t ial ly  suppor t  f r om  fam i ly  at  
hom e.?

As of  th is sem ester , there are 33 
studen ts that  are cur ren t ly  en rol led  in  
dual  en rol lm en t at  Q O , m any of  
wh ich  are beginn ing to p lan  thei r  
col lege jour neys. Sen ior  Tess I saacson  
was able to get ?the exper ience of  a 
basic col lege lecture class, exper ience 
m id ter m s and f inals,? and as wel l  as 
?creat[ing] a m ore f lex ible schedule,? 
she said . I saacson  is in terested  in  the 
f ield  of  nutr i t ion  and, as she is 
cur ren t ly  tak ing Anatom y &  
Physiology and AP Psychology, she 
?fel t  i t  was the best way to p repare for  
col lege and ensure i t  was what [she] 
wan ted to lear n ,? she said . At  M C, 
I saccson  takes N utr i t ion  10 1, as i t  su i ts 
her  in tended m ajor  of  nutr i t ion . 

Another  benef i t  to dual  
en rol lm en t i s enhanced col lege 
resum es. ?I t  d isp layed that I  am  tr u ly  
in terested  in  m y m ajor  and I  am  able 
to succeed in  i t  as wel l ,? said  I saacson . 

Sen ior  Sam an tha Blaine also 
exper iences the sam e aspects of  dual  
en rol lm en t.  ?I ?m  gett ing an  idea of  
what col lege assignm en ts and wor k 
w i l l  be l i ke,? she said . At  M on tgom er y 
Col lege, the cour ses taken  of ten  have 
wor k of fered  in  paper  and textbooks 
that are requ i red  to be read, wh ich  is 
the equ ivalen t to cour ses taken  at  a 
un iver si ty. 

O ne can  choose whether  to take a 

single class at  M on tgom er y Col lege, or  
take m ul t ip le cour ses; Blaine took a 
total  of  two cour ses (N utr i t ion  10 1 and 
Adm in  of  Just ice) and thus she has ?a 
lot  of  t im e in  the day,? she said . ?M C 
def in i tely  [has] m ore f reedom  and 
you?re on  your  own .?

M any studen ts also do dual  
en rol lm en t as an  in troduct ion  to 
exp lore the m ajor s they would  wan t to 

pur sue for  the next four  year s of  thei r  
l i ves. ?I  d id  dual  en rol lm en t so I  cou ld  
take a cour se that was about m y 
m ajor ,? Blaine said . 

H owever, studen ts wonder  i f  AP 
cour ses or  dual  en rol lm en t cour ses are 
the better  classes to take. ?I t  depends 
on  the school  that  they go to,? said  
H er nendez. ?M any inst i tu t ions know 
how r igorous and how im por tan t are 
classes taken  at  M on tgom er y Col lege.? 
AP cour ses are taken  th roughout h igh  
school , wh i le M C classes are cour ses 
that are equ ivalen t those studen ts take 
at  a two-year  or  four-year  inst i tu t ion .

D ual  En rol lm en t i s grow ing as 
there are alm ost 10 0  in terested  
studen ts for  the next academ ic year, 
accord ing to H er nandez. Also star t ing 
next year , tak ing classes at  
M on tgom er y Col lege w i l l  becom e 
tu i t ion  f ree. (I n  p rev ious year s, there 
was tu i t ion  requ i red  to pay, and 
textbooks and m ater ials also cost 
m oney.)

D ual  En rol lm en t i s a p rogr am  that 
m any would  l i ke to do, therefore, ?get 
al l  your  cred i ts out of  the way ASAP so 
you can  star t  study ing what you 
actual ly  are in terested  in ,? said  
I saacson . T here is a sl igh t  chance that 
cour ses at  Q O  m ay not have a lot  of  
f ields of fered  that can  su i t  one's 
in terest , therefore she adv ises: ?D o 
dual  en rol lm en t for  your  own  
assur ance and to h igh l igh t  to col lege 

adm issions that you are ser ious about 
your  m ajor .? 

By H ANYA SH AH ZAD
Staff Writer

D u al  En r ol lm en t en cou r ages stu den ts' 
i n dep en den ce, ex p er i en ce an d  su ccess
By M OTAZ DEI FY
Staff Writer

"T he demands for 
his resignation 
are still 
forthcoming..."

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

COURTESY OF  THE MOCO SHOW
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L ast year , I  was a m em ber  of  the 
Studen t Gover nm en t Associat ion  
(SGA) as one of  the jun ior  class 
represen tat ives. I  in i t ial ly  r an  because 
I  wan ted to address studen t i ssues and 
act  as a represen tat ive voice for  m y 
gr ade. I  valued m y t im e on  SGA and 
decided to r un  again . H owever, I  lost . 
W h i le the loss was d isappoin t ing at  
f i r st , I  am  glad  that I  was not elected  
again  because i t  opened up  t im e for  
m e to be on  Q O 's Studen t Just ice 
Advisor y Counci l  (SJAC). 

O ne of  the m ajor  th ings I  focused 
on  as a jun ior  class SGA of f i cer  was 
p lann ing p rom . Ever y year, jun ior  
class of f i cer s are tasked w i th  f igur ing 
out ever y th ing logist i cs-w ise for  the 
biggest dance of  the year. Along w i th  
the help  of  thei r  sponsor (s) and the 
approval  of  adm in istr ator s, they are 
asked to choose the venue, t im e, date, 
caterer , d isc jockey (D J), them e, 
decor at ions and m ore al l  w i th in  a 
budget set  by the school . T hey are 
also asked to give up  thei r  t im e w i th  
f r iends to ei ther  com e ear ly  and set 
up  for  the dance or  stay af ter ward  to 
clean  up .

As an  SGA of f i cer , I  also helped 

p lan  other  school  even ts l i ke 
hom ecom ing, the w in ter  pep  r al ly  
and sp i r i t  weeks.

W h i le these school-w ide even ts 
are im por tan t, I  bel ieve that SGA 
of f i cer s should  focus m ore on  
addressing studen t i ssues. As an  SGA 
of f i cer , I  do not feel  l i ke I  
accom pl ished m y goal  of  help ing 
m ake the school  a better  p lace. At 
least , not  in  the way I  hoped.

W hen  I  though t of  addressing 
studen t i ssues, I  though t about the 
p roblem s m y f r iends and I  were 
f acing at  Q uince O rchard . For  
exam ple, I  though t about how som e 
of  m y f r iends who are a par t  of  the 
L GBT Q + com m un i ty  d id  not feel  
r epresen ted in  thei r  classes or  
respected by som e teacher s. I  though t 
about the @blackatqo I nstagr am  
accoun t, wh ich  detai led  anonym ous 
f i r st-hand accoun ts of  r acism  
exper ienced at  the school . I  also 
though t about the excessive wor k load 
studen ts are given  and the lack of  
sym pathy they receive about i t  f r om  
som e teacher s.

W hen  r unn ing as an  SGA of f i cer , 
those were the issues I  wan ted to 
address. H owever, m y asp i r at ions 
were reduced to focus on  even t 
p lann ing. Because of  th is, I  jo ined the 
SJAC, wh ich  wor ks to address the ver y 
issues I  l i sted  above.

T he SJAC is a group  of  studen ts 
f r om  var ious backgrounds that are 
inv i ted  by Pr incipal  El i zabeth  
T hom as, D iver si ty  and Equi ty  
I n i t iat ives Coord inator  Kunal  Aror a, 
and D i rector  of  Studen t L eader sh ip  &  
Extr acur r icu lar  Act iv i t ies at  the O f f i ce 
of  School  Suppor t  and Im provem en t 
of  M CPS Shel la. B Cher r y  to 
represen t thei r  iden t i ty  wh i le giv ing 
feedback to Q O 's adm in istr at ion .

M em ber s of  the Studen t Just ice 
Advisor y Counci l  m eet m on th ly  for  
45 m inutes to act ively  wor k towards 
school  im provem en t, speci f i cal ly  
th rough  studen t advocacy and voice. 
At each  m eet ing, we si t  down  w i th  the 
other  SJAC m em ber s, includ ing our  
Pr incipal  T hom as, to d iscuss what we 
wan t to be changed at  Q O , and how 
we can  wor k to create that  change. 
T hen , we put our  ideas in to act ion  
and star t  wor k ing towards creat ing 
that change. 
     "W e have sur veyed studen ts about 
what th ings are going wel l , where 
th ings can  be im proved and where 
there is over lapp ing in terests in  
m ak ing sustainable changes,? Aror a 
said . ?For  instance, so f ar  th is year , we 
have p r ior i t i zed  studen t wel l -being 
and creat ing safe spaces for  studen ts 
who have been  h istor ical ly  
m ar ginal ized.?

I  am  proud of  the wor k that  I  am  

doing as a leader  on  the SJAC. And 
m aybe I  was m isin for m ed about what 
I  signed up  for  as an  SGA of f i cer , but  
the wor k that  the SJAC is doing is the 
wor k I  bel ieve the SGA should  be 
doing instead, i f  not  as thei r  sole 
focus, at  least  as par t  of  i t . 

Sen ior  and SJAC m em ber  Fiona 
Br adford  agrees. ?I  th ink that  ever y 
group  and club should  help  w i th  th is 
wor k . I  th ink a lot  m ore would  get 
done i f  we had a lar ger  group  
p rov id ing insigh t and help ing us get 
th ings done,? she said . ?Speci f i cal ly, 
hav ing the SGA help  out would  m ake 
a big d i f ference since they have a lot  
of  in f luence over  the school ."
     Since there is al ready som e studen t 
suppor t , I  cal l  on  the SGA sponsor s to 
wor k w i th  studen t of f i cer s to focus 
m ore on  studen t i ssues than  even t 
p lann ing. by col labor at ing w i th  the 
SJAC. 

"H aving the 
SGA help  out 
would  m ake a 
big d i f ference."
-  Fiona Bradford

SGA sh ou ld  f ocu s m or e on  stu den t  
i ssu es th an  even t  p lan n in g

VIEWPOINT

By H AI LEY BAKER
Senior Staff Writer 
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W elcom e back, Cougar s! Featured here 
is our  colum n  h igh l igh t ing im por tan t 
even ts and shar ing the inside scoop of  the 
Q O  com m un i ty, so that  you can  Keep Up 
W i th  the Kougar s!

M in or i ty  Sch olar s 
Pr ogr am  Retr eat : 

T he 12th  Annual  I n tr a-Coun ty 
L eader sh ip  M inor i ty  Scholar s Progr am  
(M SP) retreat i s approach ing on  Saturday, 
M arch  18 f rom  9 am  -  3:30  pm . T he retreat 
i s an  al l - day even t and w i l l  be at  N or thwest 
H igh  School . Any studen t that  iden t i f ies 
them selves as a m inor i ty  or  al ly  i s inv i ted  to 
at tend. T he retreat at t r acts over  a thousand 
studen ts ever y year  to com e together  to 
educate both  secondar y and p r im ar y school  
studen ts about im por tan t top ics regard ing 

r ace and ethn ici ty. T h roughout the day, 
at tendees w i l l  have the oppor tun i ty  to hear  

f r om  four  d i f feren t M SP sen ior s that  w i l l  

share thei r  ?stor y of  sel f ,? wh ich  descr ibes 
thei r  l i f e exper iences where the oppor tun i ty  

gap  p reven ted them  f rom  succeed ing, as 
wel l  as thei r  m ot ivat ions beh ind  join ing 

M SP. T h is year 's them e is ?W e are the 
Bluepr in t : D ream  About I t , Scream  About I t , 

Be About I t !? I f  you?re in terested  in  

at tend ing, RSVP th rough  the M SP sponsor  at  
Q O , Engl ish  depar tm en t head Rosie 

Just i l ien , in  Room  231.

Stay on  T RACK f or  
you r  f u tu r e edu cat i on :

D o you need gu idance th rough  the 
cr azy col lege p rocess? Feel ing over whelm ed 
w i th  the end less op t ions and com pl icated  
app l icat ion  p rocess? Unsure where to even  
begin? W el l , Q O ?s ver y own  col lege 
counsel ing ser v ice, Col legeTr acks, i s exact ly  
what you?re look ing for ! Col legeTr acks is a 
f r ee p rogr am  that gu ides jun ior s and sen ior s 
th rough  the col lege p rocess. Accord ing to 
Q O ?s p rogr am  d i rector  Ash ton  Poteete, 
?f rom  m ak ing a col lege l i st , to wr i t ing a 
col lege essay, to app ly ing to col leges,? 
Col legeTr acks is there to help  you! 
Col legeTr acks is avai lable to al l  Q O  studen ts, 
but  best suppor ts those who ?are f i r st  in  
thei r  f am i ly  to at tend col lege in  the US, have 
under represen ted iden t i ty, are f r om  low to 
m oder ate incom e households, or  don?t have 
fam i ly  suppor t  at  hom e.?

Col legeTr acks is now recr u i t ing the 
Class of  20 24! Poteete em phasizes that ?i f  
you?d l i ke to lear n  m ore about 
Col legeTr acks, stop  by room  235, or  fol low 
us on  I nstagr am  @qocol legetr acks.? I n  order  

to register , v isi t  h t tps:// b i t .ly / col legetr acks

M CR Advocacy D ay :
M ontgom er y Coun ty Represen tat ives 

(M CR) is host ing thei r  annual  advocacy day 

on  T hur sday, Febr uar y 23. Advocacy D ay is 
where 50  M CPS studen ts at tend wor kshops, 

panels, and group  d iscussions w i th  state 
legislator s to advocate for  the bi l ls they 

suppor t  and wan t to be passed. As stated  on  

thei r  I nstagr am  accoun t @M CRSGAQ O , 
?attendees w i l l  have the oppor tun i ty  to v isi t  

the M D  State H ouse in  Annapol is to lobby 

legislator s in  per son .? Sen ior  I sabel la 
Andr ade is M CR?s State Af fai r s D eputy, and 
she exp lained how ?m any m any m on ths of  
hard  wor k and str ategic p lann ing have gone 
in to th is h igh ly  an t icipated  even t.? T he 
L egislat ive Af fai r s depar tm en t of  M CR has 
?been  wor k ing hard  to p lan  wor kshops and 
p repare studen ts to have conver sat ions w i th  
these im por tan t publ ic f igures.? 

T he sign -ups are on  a f i r st- com e, 
f i r st- ser ve basis, and al l  m idd le school  and 
h igh  school  studen ts are inv i ted . Visi t  thei r  
I nstagr am  page to receive m ore in for m at ion  
i f  you would  l i ke to par t i cipate.

Stu den t  h i gh l i gh t  of  
th e m on th :

Runn ing a 10 k is an  accom pl ishm en t in  
i tsel f , but  r unn ing a 10 k in  al l  50  states is a 
rem ar kable ach ievem en t that  not m any 
peop le can  accom pl ish . But f r eshm an  O l iv ia 
Bor kat i s com bin ing her  ph i lan th rop ic and 
ath let ic passions to hopefu l ly  do just  that , 

and r aise m oney for  ped iatr i c cancer  

research .
Bor kat has cur ren t ly  r un  in  f ive out of  

her  goal  of  50  states, alongside her  dad. She 
w i l l  be donat ing al l  f unds r aised to f igh t ing 

ped iatr i c cancer  because, accord ing to her , 

?less than  5% of  the N at ional  Cancer  I nst i tu te 
budget goes to ped iatr i c cancer.? She is 

choosing to donate to Johns H opk ins in  
par t i cu lar  as they have ?one of  the top  

ch i ld ren 's hosp i tals for  cancer.? I n f luenced 

by her  dad and gr andfather 's endeavor s, 
both  of  whom  r an  a m ar athon  on  al l  seven  

con t inen ts, Bor kat wan ted to chal lenge 
her sel f  in  a sim i lar  way. 

M ot ivat ion  can  be an  enem y wh i le 

com plet ing such  a chal lenge, yet  Bor kat 

keeps her  m ot ivat ion  h igh  by ?rem em ber ing 
how accom pl ished I  feel  af ter  I  f in ish  m y 
r aces,? she said . Receiv ing the m edal  at  the 
end is an  extrem ely f u l f i l l i ng feel ing and 
m ot ivates her  to keep  push ing for ward . 

N ot on ly  has th is exper ience been  
reward ing, but i t  has been  extrem ely 
educat ional . D ur ing her  f i r st  10 k in  
Cal i for n ia, Bor kat ref lected  on  her  str uggles. 
?I  d id  not pace m ysel f  at  al l . For  the f i r st  
m i le, I  r an  way too f ast  and qu ick ly  t i r ed  
m ysel f  out ,? she said . From  then  on , Bor kat 
lear ned the im por tance of  pacing your sel f  
and tr ain ing str ategical ly.   

O ne of  
Bor kat?s 
h igh l igh ts 
include was 
that f i r st  
10 k in  
Cal i for n ia. 
?W e r an  by 
the ocean  
and i t  was 
beaut i f u l ,? 

she said . 
Another  

r ace she r an  
in  20 16 was in  Austr al ia, al though  not 

included in  th is 50 -state chal lenge, was 

another  stand out. Bor kat hopes to com plete 
al l  of  the r aces before she gr aduates h igh  

school  and is especial ly  look ing for ward  to 
r unn ing in  H awai i  and Flor ida.

I f  you would  l i ke to be featured in  our  

next i ssue of  Keep ing Up w i th  the Kougar s, 
p lease reach  out to us th rough  our  Tw i t ter  or  

I nstagr am  at @qohs_ prowler , or  th rough  

em ai l  at  Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . 

By M I A KAUFFM AN
Editor- in-Chief

Classi f i ed  docu m en ts f ou n d  i n  th e 
r esi den ce of  Pr esi den t  Joe B iden

Presiden t Joe Biden  is cur ren t ly  
under  v igorous backf i r e af ter  sever al  
classi f ied  docum en ts were found in  
h is W i lm ington  residence and the 
Biden  Penn  Cen ter .  

Even  before being elected  in to 
of f i ce in  20 20  fol low ing h is defeat of   
for m er  Presiden t D onald  Tr um p, 
Biden  has been  heavi ly  involved in  
the U.S. gover nm en t.  H e represen ted 
D elaware for  36 year s in  the U.S. 
Senate before becom ing the 47th  Vice 
Presiden t alongside for m er  Presiden t 
Bar ack O bam a. Represen t ing the 
D em ocr at ic par ty, Biden  has always 
been  an  av id  p layer  in  foref ron t i ssues 
such  as im m igr at ion , abor t ion , and 
ter ror ism . Af ter  a ferocious batt le in  
the 20 20  p residen t ial  elect ion  against  
for m er  Presiden t Tr um p, m uch  of  the 
dem ogr aph ic that  voted  for  Biden  had 
clear  expectat ions of  h im , wh ich  
included help ing to resolve the issue 
of  r acism , d iscr im inat ion , and 
Covid-19. T h is exp lains why so m any 
peop le were shocked to hear  about 
the f act  that  Biden  possessed 
unauthor ized con f iden t ial  
docum en ts.

Accord ing to T he N ew Yor ker , as 
of  Januar y 22, sever al  classi f ied  
docum en ts were found in  th ree 
separ ate locat ions al l  under  Biden?s 
p roper ty : h is for m er  of f i ce at  the 
Penn  Biden  Cen ter  for  D ip lom acy 

and Global  Engagem en t at  the 
Un iver si ty  of  Pennsy lvan ia and a 
room  and gar age in  h is W i lm ington  
residence in  D elaware. Biden?s 
per sonal  lawyer s were pack ing up  h is 
of f i ce at  the Penn  Biden  Cen ter  when  
they f i r st  d iscovered classi f ied  
O bam a-er a docum en ts lay ing around. 
T hey then  p roceeded to repor t  th is 
sigh t ing to the N at ional  Arch ives, 
wh ich  led  to the dom ino ef fect  of  the 
d iscover y of  sever al  docum en ts in  
var ious locat ions. 

To f ur ther  com pl icate th is 
si tuat ion , CN N  exp lains that  the 
Just ice D epar tm en t d id  not i ssue a 
war r an t before search ing Biden?s 
residence in  D elaware. T he Just ice 
D epar tm en t claim s that they wen t 
based on  the team ?s consen t, but  
Biden?s legal  team  ar gues to never  
consen ted to the FBI?s search . 
Fur ther m ore, ear l ier  th is m on th , the 
FBI  conducted a 13-hour  search  of  
Biden?s hom e and found six classi f ied  
m ater ials. T hese six i tem s are in  
add i t ion  to the f ind ings in  h is 
W i lm ington  residence and p r ivate 
of f i ce. 

   To ensure t r ansparency w i th  the 
docum en ts, Just ice D epar tm en t 
of f i cials have yet to cease the 
invest igat ion . Accord ing to ABC, as of  
Febr uar y 1, the FBI  conducted a 
th ree-hour  search  in  Biden?s house in  
Rehoboth , D elaware. T hough  no 
docum en ts were found at  th is 
locat ion , the W h i te H ouse counsel  

spokesper son  d id  not r u le out the 
possibi l i ty  of  the FBI  search ing hom es 
or  of f i ces used by Biden  th roughout 
h is en t i r e career . Biden?s legal  team  
also claim s to be tr ansparen t 
th roughout th is p rocess af ter  Press 
Secretar y Kar ine Jean -Pier re str uggled  
to respond to a repor ter ?s quest ion  
regard ing how honest Biden?s 
adm in istr at ion  is being.

H owever, Presiden t Biden  is not 
the on ly  one who has com e under  
f i r e, as Tr um p and for m er  Vice 
Presiden t M ike Pence are also under  
publ ic scr u t iny for  sim i lar  i ssues. 

Accord ing to the BBC, m ore than  
325 classi f ied  docum en ts were found 
at  Tr um p?s estate in  Flor ida over  the 
cour se of  last  year . T he N at ional  
Arch ive had con tacted  Tr um p as they 
were m issing docum en ts regard ing 
the U.S. cor respondence w i th  N or th  
Korea, wh ich  inev i tably  led  to a search  
of  Tr um p?s residence as he refused to 
hand over  the docum en ts.

 Tr um p had also claim ed that the 
FBI  and Just ice D epar tm en t were 
pur su ing a ?pol i t i cal ly  m ot ivated  
invest igat ion? and has den ied  al l  
accusat ions of  w rongdoing. Biden  
responded negat ively  to Tr um p?s 
act ions and accused Tr um p?s hand l ing 
to be ?total ly  i r r esponsible.?  

L ikew ise,  both  on  Januar y 24th  
and Febr uar y 11th , Pence had been  
found w i th  classi f ied  docum en ts in  
h is hom e in  I nd iana. H e claim ed to 
have no recol lect ion  of  the classi f ied  

docum en ts in  h is house but 
cooper at ively  handed the docum en ts 
over . 

D ue to Biden?s recen t act ions, h is 
role as p residen t i s being doubted by 
som e. Even  as f ar  as im peachm en t has 
crossed m inds, but th is i s m erely  just  
the op in ions of  sever al  gover nm en t 
of f i cials. O n  top  of  that , Republ icans 
have also taken  advan tage of  th is i ssue 
and tur ned i t  in  thei r  f avor  to p rotect  
Tr um p?s im age for  a possible 20 24 
re-elect ion . Accord ing to T he H i l l  on  
the other  hand,  dem ocr ats con t inue 
to p r aise and suppor t  Biden  for  
cooper at ing w i th  the Just ice 
D epar tm en t. Yet, i t  does not deny the 
f act  that  Biden?s recen t act ions have 
put the Republ icans at  an  advan tage. 
A Senate D em ocr at ic Par ty  aid  even  
claim s a way to p rotect  Biden?s im age 
f rom  tar n ish ing is to app ly  greater  
p ressure on  var ious issues that are of  
m ore ?im por tance? to the gener al  
publ ic. N onetheless, th is m atter  i s f ar  
f r om  over. I t  i s now up  to the hands of  
the Just ice D epar tm en t to in for m  the 
publ ic of  thei r  newest f ind ings, f r om  
wh ich  then  the civ i l ians w i l l  shape 
thei r  own  op in ions. 

By PAT RI NA PUN
Staff Writer 
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Rihanna:
Pop singer  Rihanna is not on ly  known  for  

the h i ts ?Um brel la? and ?L ove the W ay You 

L ie?: she has com e to be known  as the 

u l t im ate f ash ion  icon . T he CFDA (Counci l  

of  Fash ion  D esigner s of  Am er ica) even  

awarded her  the Sty le Icon  of  20 14. 

Rihanna launched the f ash ion  label  Fen ty 

in  M ay 20 19 and m ade h istor y. She was the 

f i r st  wom an , and the f i r st  per son  of  color , 

to head an  LVM H , or  luxur y goods, owned 

br and. Un for tunately, the br and cam e to a 

close in  20 21, but Rihanna has m ade a 

notable m ar k in  pop  cu l ture th rough  her  

un ique and power fu l  look . Rihanna has 

helped com pletely  reinven t the f ash ion  

wor ld  by hum an izing i t , put t ing 

f requen t ly - ignored custom er s and 

m inor i t ies f r on t  and cen ter  instead of  

unattainable m odels of  beauty. H ere are 

som e of  Rihanna?s bold  and w idely  creat ive 

looks.

20 18 M et Gala                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                     N obu out ing                                                                    

                    W akanda Forever  L A Prem iere             

Chr istopher  John  Rober ts:

N ew Yor k-based designer  Chr istopher  John  
Rober ts has m ade a color f u l  im pact in  the 
f ash ion  industr y  (no pun  in tended). T he 

Chr istopher  John  Rober ts Br and, nam ed 
af ter  and created by the designer  h im sel f  
th rough  h is sen ior  thesis at  Savannah  

Col lege of  Ar t  and D esign  in  20 16, i s known  
for  i ts v ibr an t p ieces of  color  and bold  

p r in ts. Since i ts found ing, the br and has 

received at ten t ion  f rom  publ icat ions l i ke 

Vogue and Elle to star s l i ke L ady Gaga and 

L i l  N as X . Even  black pol i t i cal  i cons l i ke 

M ichel le O bam a and Kam ala H ar r is have 

represen ted h is br and. Ch r istopher  John  

Rober ts had the honor  of  d ressing H ar r is 

for  her  swear ing- in  as Vice Presiden t in  

Januar y 20 21. Rober ts has been  recogn ized 

for  h is rem ar kable talen ts th rough  being 

awarded the CFDA/ Vogue Fash ion  Fund 

Award  in  N ovem ber  20 19 and the CFDA?s 

Am er ican  wom enswear  designer  of  the year  

and an  LVM H  Pr ize f inal i st  in  20 21. Found 

below are som e of  h is p ieces f rom  prev ious 

col lect ions.  

 

    Resor t  20 23                 Pre-Fal l  20 22

Ann  L owe:

I n  1953, Jacquel ine L ee Bouvier  m ar r ied  

John  Fi tzger ald  Kennedy in  one of  those 
?wedd ings of  the cen tur y.? H ow does th is 
connect to bar r ier -break ing f ash ion  role 

m odel  Ann  L owe? W el l , Jacquel ine 
Kennedy repor ted  the wedd ing gown  she 
wore at  th is m onum en tal  even t was m ade 

by ?a colored wom an  dressm aker.? 
Jacquel ine was refer r ing to L owe, a designer  
whose wor k has been  recogn ized by 

Chr ist ian  D ior  and legendar y costum e 
designer  Ed i th  H ead. L owe was robbed of  
publ ic accred i tat ion  and was known  as 

?society?s best- kep t secret ,? wh ich  doesn?t 
m ake sense given  that her  cl ien ts featured 
the Roosevel ts, Rockefel ler s, and the 

Bidd les. L uck i ly, som e of  her  br idal  p ieces 

have been  saved, and a 1967 gown  is now 

cur ren t ly  held  at  T he Sm i thson ian  N at ional  

M useum  of  Am er ican  H istor y. L owe passed 

away in  1981, but her  im pact on  wedd ing 

and br idal  par ty  d resses is st i l l  r em em bered 

to th is day.

D ress designed for  

Paul ine "Pol ly " Car ver  

D uxbur y 's 1967 

debutan te bal l .

W i l l i  Sm i th :

Since when  d id  streetwear  becom e so hot? 

You have W i l l i  Sm i th  to thank for  that . 

W i l l i  Sm i th  is the inven tor  of  streetwear  

and was known  as one of  the m ost 

successfu l  Af r i can -Am er ican  fash ion  

designer s in  the f ash ion  industr y  before h is 

death  in  1987. Sm i th?s label  W i l l iW ear  was 

ahead of  i ts t im e, as Sm i th  took insp i r at ion  

f rom  what he saw on  the N ew Yor k streets 

and shaped i t  in to h is own  fash ionable 

approach , t r u ly  dem ocr at izing f ash ion  

forever . W i l l iW ear  peaked in  the ear ly  

1980 s w i th  the launch  of  the 1983 

autum n-w in ter  col lect ion  Street Couture, 

wh ich  featured m usic and dance 

per for m ances. T h is col lect ion  m ade Sm i th  
the youngest-ever  w inner  of  the Am er ican  
Fash ion  Cr i t i cs? Award  for  W om en?s 

Fash ion . Both  these im ages below feature 
W i l l i  Sm i th?s 1972 Fal l / W in ter  col lect ion

D apper  D an :

D an iel  D ay, a sel f - taugh t tai lor  bor n  in  

H ar lem , N ew Yor k in  1944, has been  given  

the t i t le ?D apper  D an? for  h is constan t ly  

wel l -d ressed appear ance. D apper  D an  

in troduced h igh  f ash ion  to the h ip -hop  

wor ld  in  the 1980 s, d ressing h ip -hop  

m oguls such  as Sal t -N -Pepa, Jay-Z , and L L  

Cool  J. D an  was known  as a ?natur al  bor n  

hust ler ,? as som e of  h is designs were created 

by redesign ing br ands l i ke Gucci , Fend i , 

and L ou is Vu i t ton  w i thout per m ission . D an  

later  f aced lawsui ts f r om  luxur y br ands due 

to f ash ion 's str i ct  copy r igh t  laws and was 

forced to close h is H ar lem  bout ique due to 

r i sing legal  fees in  1922. N onetheless, in  

20 17, Gucci  r eferenced a D apper  D an  jacket 

or iginal ly  designed for  D iane D ixon , an  

Am er ican  O lym pian  ath lete. Al though  

Gucci  never  exp l ici t ly  cred i ted  D an , there 

was a str i k ing sim i lar i ty  between  the two 

jackets, wh ich  st im ulated  f u ture 

col labor at ions between  the f ash ion  

power houses. 

D apper  D an?s 

design  for  D iane 

D ixon

Gucci  Cr u ise 
M odel  20 18
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Black  desi gn er s an d  th ei r  im p act  
on  th e f ash i on  i n du str y  
By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Editor- in-Chief

Stu den ts, cou n selor s r ef l ect  on  m an y 
du t i es of  th e Cou n sel i n g D ep ar tm en t

H ave you ever  stressed when  
hav ing to m ake a schedule change, 
str uggled  to f ind  som eone to talk to 
when  deal ing w i th  per sonal  m en tal  
heal th  i ssues, or  had trouble gett ing a 
t r anscr ip t  p r in ted  out as soon  as 
possible for  col lege app l icat ions?

T hese sen t im en ts are shared by 
m any th roughout our  studen t body :  
they need act ion  taken  ur gen t ly  w i th  
regard  to thei r  extensive responsibi l i t ies 
in  the h igh -pressure env i ronm en t in  
wh ich  we l ive. Studen ts are under  the 
scr u t iny of  thei r  peer s, teacher s, col lege 
adm issions of f i cer s, and even  
them selves. 

H owever, the counsel ing 
depar tm en t, wh ich  is given  such  an  
extensive r ange of  tasks that need to be 
com pleted , i s str ained alm ost 
constan t ly  to m eet the evolv ing 
dem and of  such  a lar ge studen t 
populat ion .

 Sen ior  Bel la Parel lo, who also has a 
sibl ing who also at tends Q O , has had a 
great deal  of  exper ience wor k ing w i th  
the counsel ing depar tm en t. As som eone 
who has had to com m un icate 
num erous t im es w i th  counselor s, she 
said  that  ?i f  you em ai l  a counselor  for  a 
t r anscr ip t  or  schedule change, there has 
been  no response. T hat?s real ly  
upsett ing for  peop le who need th ings to 

be done qu ick ly.?
Parel lo also added that because 

counselor s get so m any studen ts across 
al l  gr ade levels, sen ior s who have thei r  
f u tures ly ing in  counselor s? hands can  
get pushed to the backbur ner  in  t im es 
of  need. 

Counselor  M ichael  M cM i l len  has a 
m ixed per spect ive. H e said  that  
al though  there is a lot  that  i s asked of  
counselor s, they are no d i f feren t than  
teacher s or  adm in istr ator s, who 
ded icate the sam e am oun t of  t im e and 
ef for t  to thei r  studen ts. I n  reference to 
al l  of  the jobs counselor s have to 
m anage, M cM i l len  added how ?there's a 
lot  of  hats we have to wear  on  any given  
day.?  Sim i lar ly, M cM i l len  agreed that 
the wor k load is ?m anageable,? but the 
job also has adm in istr at ive tasks that 
can  be ?daun t ing.?

Kim  Kochuba, another  counselor , 
also said  that  adm in istr at ive tasks add a 
sign i f i can t am oun t of  t im e to her  
wor k load? even  hav ing to lear n  on  the 
job. ?W hen  you go to gr ad school  [for  
counsel ing], you don?t lear n  schedul ing. 
I  d idn?t go to Johns H opk ins to lear n  
how to do registr at ion ,? she said . 

She added that counsel ing 
depar tm en ts are usual ly  under staf fed  in  
h igh  schools w i th  such  lar ge caseloads.

?W hen  you have such  a lar ge 
caseload, as we do in  h igh  school , you're 
of ten  [out of  t im e] to m eet w i th  the 
studen ts who need you,? she said . ?I  feel  
that  we shouldn 't  just  be avai lable to do 

schedul ing, or  al l  the paper wor k?  I  feel  
that  there should  be?  m ore t im e to 
m eet w i th  studen ts about thei r  
social -em ot ional  needs.? 

I n  ter m s of  the caseload counselor s 
take on , each  counselor  has m ore than  
230  studen ts, wh i le teacher s typ ical ly  
have 150  studen ts.

T he ?social -em ot ional" needs that 
Kochuba m en t ioned are essen t ial  to the 
wel l -being of  both  studen ts and 
counselor s. W h i le m any studen ts 
exper ience stress ser ious enough  to  
r equ i re the help  of  the counsel ing 
depar tm en t, they also feel  that  
counselor s exper ience a lar ge par t  of  
that  negat ive stress. 

For  instance, one sen ior  who was 
in ter v iewed for  th is ar t i cle said  that  a 
t im estam p on  N aviance ind icated  that 
the t im e at  wh ich  thei r  t r anscr ip ts were 
subm i t ted  was at  4:30  in  the m or n ing. ?I  
feel  l i ke m aybe [m y counselor ]  stayed 
up  to do that. And that 's just  not  f ai r  
that  we're ask ing peop le to stay up  al l  
n igh t  to do peop le's t r anscr ip ts,? they 
said .

H owever, there are also a 
p lethor a of  im por tan t areas in  wh ich  
studen ts agree the counsel ing 
depar tm en t does wel l . ?T he school  
psychologist  and the m en tal  heal th  
areas are real ly  wel l -done,? said  
Parel lo. ?I  feel  l i ke peop le such  as M s. 
M cCor m ack are real ly  doing wel l . I  
th ink that we should  con t inue on  the 
stu f f  that  she's im p lem en t ing.?

In  ter m s of  ways that the 
counsel ing depar tm en t cou ld  at tain  
m ore suppor t , both  Parel lo and 
Kochuba had the idea of  assign ing 
assistan ts to d i f feren t t im e- in tensive 
tasks that counselor s cur ren t ly  hand le, 
such  as 50 4 p lans, t r anscr ip ts, and 
sim p le class schedule changes.

Above al l , counselor s agree that 
wh i le there are areas of  im provem en t, 
thei r  p r incipal  goal  i s to have benef icial  
r elat ionsh ips w i th  thei r  studen ts. 
M cM i l len  had som e posi t iv i ty  to of fer , 
ci t ing how the depar tm en t does an  
outstand ing job in  relat ionsh ip  bu i ld ing 
and advocat ing for  studen ts? needs 
whenever  possible.

Kochuba was d i rect  in  exp lain ing 
her  top  p r ior i ty  as a counselor . ?I  always 
wan t to under stand what studen ts need 
to feel  connected to school . I  wan t to 
under stand how I , as a counselor , can  
help  them  to feel  m ore l i ke school  i s an  
equ i table and safe p lace,? she said .

By CH ASE PANT EZZI
Staff Writer

CHASE PANTEZZI
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 W hat?s the f i r st  th ing you do af ter  
you f in ish  watch ing a f an tast ic m ovie? 
L ook up  the cast? H ow m any t im es 
have you stum bled upon  an  actor ?s 
W ik iped ia page, on ly  to see that thei r  
paren ts' nam es appear  in  blue? W hen  
you cl i ck on  thei r  r espect ive nam es, 
you m igh t d iscover  that  the ar t i st  you 
were so im pressed w i th  m om en ts 
before hai ls f r om  a f am i ly  of  hot  shot 
p roducer s and m ovie stud io 
execut ives. 

You m ay have lost  som e respect 
for  them , or  m aybe you were 
al together  ind i f feren t. N o m atter  your  
feel ings on  the top ic, ?nepo babies? ?  
the ter m  used to refer  to the ch i ld ren  
of  celebr i t ies ?  aren?t going 
anywhere. 

Af ter  Vu l ture?s D ecem ber  20 22 
ar t i cle ?H ow a N epo Baby is Bor n? 
wen t v i r al  on  T ikTok and other  social  
m ed ia p lat for m s, reader s becam e 
aware of  nepot ism ?s strengthen ing 
chokehold  on  H ol lywood. Chances 
are, your  f avor i te actor , singer, or  

m odel  d idn?t get to where they are 
w i thout som e help . 

O bvious ?nepo babies,? l i ke 
L i ly -Rose D epp (Johnny D epp) and 
H ai ley Bieber  neé Baldw in  (Alec 
Baldw in) typ ical ly  m ake no at tem pt to 
h ide thei r  f am ous l ineage. O ther s 
don?t have m uch  of  a choice, by way 

of  being a ch i ld  star  th r ust  in to the 
l im el igh t  at  an  ear ly  age (Jaden  and 
W i l low Sm i th , as wel l  as D rew 

Bar r ym ore). 
But there are 

p len ty  of  
celebr i t ies whose 
star - studded 
fam i ly  t r ees 
aren?t as 
wel l - known . 
Jenn i fer  An iston , 
Bened ict  
Cum ber batch , 
L aur a D er n , and 
N icholas Cage 
have al l  at tained 
A- l i st  stardom  
separ ate f r om  
thei r  paren ts? 
iden t i t ies. 

T hese actor s 
have been  able to 
benef i t  f r om  
thei r  f am i l ies? 
connect ions 
w i thout deal ing 
w i th  the sam e on l ine back lash  as 
Baldw in  or  D epp ?  few would  dare to 
quest ion  Cum ber batch?s long l i st  of  
award  nom inat ions on  accoun t of  h is 
paren ts? career s. So what m akes h im , 
and the rest  of  these celebr i t ies, 
d i f feren t? 

 T he exten t of  thei r  perceived 
talen t, for  one th ing. ?N epo babies? 
who are considered talen ted  in  thei r  
own  r igh t  and thus ?deser v ing? of  
thei r  f am e typ ical ly  f are better  w i th  
the publ ic. An  unprod igal  ?nepo baby? 
(or  one whose talen t i s sl igh t ly  for ced) 
i s m uch  m ore suscept ible to cr i t i cism ; 

i t?s d i f f i cu l t  to m ake the ar gum en t 

that  they 
would  
have 
?m ade i t? 
w i thout 
thei r  
paren ts. 
But how 
does one 
object ively  
m easure 
talen t? 
T here?s no 
num er ical  
system  in  
p lace to 
com pare 
actor s, 
singer s, or  
m odels 
w i th  each  
other  ?  
talen t i s 
just  a gut 

feel ing. You ei ther  have the ?i t  f actor ? 
or  you don?t. 

Accord ing to the Vul ture ar t i cle, 
the ?i t  f actor ? m ay go hand in  hand 
w i th  the issue of  nepot ism : ?W e of ten  
talk about the ?I t? f actor , the 
other wor ld ly  char ism a that star s l i ke 

Clar a Bow exh ibi ted  in  f r on t  of  a 
cam er a. As the career  of  Chet H anks 
m akes abundan t ly  clear , th is qual i ty  i s 
not guar an teed to be passed down  
th rough  the gener at ions. But i t  can  be 
of f -putt ing to d iscover  that  ?I t? m ay 
indeed be hered i tar y, to see a Z oë 
Kr av i tz or  Kate H udson  d isp lay that  

sam e in tangible spar k le you saw in  

thei r  paren ts.?
So i f  the ?i t  f actor ? is t r u ly  genet ic, 

what does that m ean  for  the f u ture of  
H ol lywood? N on-nepo faces w i l l  
becom e even  m ore uncom m on .  I t?s 
al ready d i f f i cu l t  to f ind  breakout star s 
w i th  no p re-ex ist ing connect ions to 
the industr y, but  the task cou ld  p rove 
near ly  im possible over  the next 
decade.

I f  any th ing, the r i se in  ?nepo 
babies? has on ly  shown  how 
ind iv iduals w i th  no f inancial  
l im i tat ions tend towards m ore 
creat ive career s. I f  your  paren ts were 
Tom  H anks or  Cindy Cr awford , would  
you st i l l  wan t to be an  engineer  or  
accoun tan t? 
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"N ep o Bab ies" an d  th e f u tu r e of  
H ol ly w ood
By FIONA FEI NGOLD
Editor- in-Chief

"W e of ten  talk 
about the 'I t ' 
f actor , the 
other wor ld ly  
char ism a that 
star s l i ke Clar a 
Bow exh ibi ted  
in  f r on t  of  the 
cam er a."
-  Vulture

JOE DARROW FOR NEW YORK MAGAZINE

Fast f ash ion  (as def ined by 
M er r iam  W ebster ) i s the approach  to 
how we design , create and m ar ket 
clothes. I t  h igh l igh ts t r ends and 
inexpensive clothes avai lable to 
buyer s. 

H owever, th is approach  has led  to 
the decl ine of  d ist inct ive cloth ing in  
the f ash ion  industr y  and, therefore, 
young peop le str ay ing away f rom  i t , 
ei ther  f ind ing com for t  or  nostalgia in  
v in tage cloth ing. N ostalgia th rough  
cloth ing is a shel ter  for  feel ings of  
secur i ty  and love, whether  you grew 
up  wel l  p rov ided for  or  were sl igh t ly  
im pover ished, i t  i s known  that 
cloth ing for m s our  v iews of  other s 
around us and our  per spect ive of  
our selves.

As ch i ld ren  grow and develop  
thei r  own  fash ion  iden t i t ies, they m ay 
take insp i r at ion  f rom  the cloth ing 
thei r  paren ts have or  wear  and app ly  i t  
to m oder n  sty les. Righ t now, i t 's m ost 
ev iden t that  Gen  Z  is rev iv ing the ?70 s, 
'90 s, and ear ly -?0 0 s trends, and since 
the 20 -som eth ings typ ical ly  in f luence 
what consum er s buy the m ost, they 
have set the tone for  a new econom ic 
and cu l tur al  chap ter . 

N ew sty les no longer  m ake an  
im pact because cloth ing is m uch  m ore 

avai lable and af fordably  p r iced and 
thanks to the in ter net we have m uch  
m ore im m ediate access to the pop  
cu l ture and m edia in f luences of  the 
1990 s and 1980 s.

Righ t now som e stap le old ie sty les 
that  are being rein troduced by Gen  Z  
are clothes l i ke bel l  bot tom  pan ts, 
m id i  sk i r ts, m axi  d resses, peasan t 
blouses, sl ip  d resses, bom ber  jackets, 
and p laid  f lannel  sh i r ts, wh ich  are now 
necessi t ies for  sty le-m inded young 
peop le that  were m ore popular  in  the 
cu l tur al  chap ter  of  the ?70 s and ?90 s. 

T he abi l i ty  to express onesel f  and 
be adven turous as we ref lect  on  what 
we l i ke and don 't  l i ke has given  both  
Gen  Z  and m i l lenn ials the chance to 
have fun  and f ind  com for t  as opposed 
to the p rev iously  str uctured ways of  
t r ends. I n  a way, i t  feels l i ke rebel l ion  
th rough  fash ion . Jun ior  San iya 
Gui l lm e, for  exam ple, em phasizes that 
she sees m ore toler ance. ?T hough  I  
am  seeing a m ix of  sty les f r om  the 
past com ing back, what I  see the m ost, 
i s sty les that  were r id icu led  in  the past 
being m ore accep ted, l i ke goth ic and 
em o cloth ing. She said  th is creates a 
sense of  com m un i ty  for  ever yone 
par t i cipat ing in  th is jour ney to f ind ing 
your sel f .?

A lot  of  insp i r at ion  also com es 
f rom  older  gener at ions? m edia. Shows 
l i ke ?Fr iends,? ?M ar t in ,? ?Freaks and 
Geeks,? ?M oesha,? ?T hat 70 ?s show,? 

and ?T he Fresh  Pr ince 
of  Bel-Ai r ? have 
ser ved as a gu ide to 
what we wear  today. 
For  exam ple, in  ?Fresh  
Pr ince,? W i l l  Sm i th  
p layed a char acter  
who m ixed and 
m atched h is East 
Coast and W est Coast 
sty le to include 
cropped spor ts tees 
and baggy den im  
over al ls, m atch ing 
tr acksu i ts and 
var si ty - insp i red  logos, 
and even  V-neck 
sweater  vests and 
card igans. W e see a lot  
of  those sty les today 
because of  how 
popular  those shows 
were and are, and the 
way they in f luenced 
pop  cu l ture at  the 
t im e. 

O ver al l , i t  i s 
ev iden t that  f ash ion  
takes m any shapes 
and m olds in to 
ever-evolv ing t rends. 
Per sonal ly, I  see th is f r eedom  of  
m ix ing and m atch ing as a great way 
we as a society  can  be m ore expressive 
and under stand ing. T hough , som e 
peop le m igh t never  accep t un ique 

fash ion  choices, what we l i ke and how 
we v iew our selves is m uch  m ore 
im por tan t.

Gen . Z  i s ch an n el i n g f am ou s 70 s-90 s 
f ash i on  ?  an d  th at?s a good  th i n g

VIEWPOINT

By M AM S JAGH A
Staff Writer

PEXELS /  STEPHEN C

https://www.vulture.com/article/what-is-a-nepotism-baby.html
https://www.vulture.com/article/what-is-a-nepotism-baby.html
https://www.vulture.com/article/what-is-a-nepotism-baby.html
https://www.vulture.com/article/what-is-a-nepotism-baby.html
https://www.vulture.com/article/what-is-a-nepotism-baby.html
https://www.vulture.com/article/what-is-a-nepotism-baby.html


A RT S &  EN T ERT A I N M EN T  T H E  P R OW L E R9 F E B R UA R Y  17 , 2 0 2 3

"February 2, 2023"
In 2018, an Iranian general accused Israel of manipulating the weather to prevent 
rain and snow from forming in the country, a spurious claim that Iran's own 
weather service rejected. More recently, Iran has blamed Israel for a drone attack 
on a military site; Israel has neither confirmed nor denied it was behind the attack, 
according to the BBC. The two countries have a long history of tension and conflict.

BY FRESHMAN AMADI PINKNEY

T he gl i tz, the glam or, the glor y : 
T he Gr am m ys. T he n igh t was f i l led  
w i th  m usical  per for m ances, str i k ing 
f ash ion  statem en ts, and recogn i t ion  of  
ar t i sts? ach ievem en ts. 

As of  late, m usic?s biggest n igh t 
has been  scr u t in ized heavi ly  due to i ts 
f lawed nom inat ion  and select ion  
p rocess. Prom inen t f igures such  as 
T he W eeknd, Z ay n , and D r ake have 
publ icly  denounced the awards 
cerem ony and expressed thei r  d ism ay 
regard ing the system . 

M any peop le on l ine have shared 
thei r  i ssues w i th  the p rocess as wel l . 
T he idea of  an  ar t i st  being ?snubbed,? 
or  un fai r ly  losing, has gained 
popular i ty  dur ing the past few year s. 
T he 20 23 awards were no d i f feren t.  

Un l ike p rev ious year s, each  of  the 
cerem ony?s four  awards in  the Gener al  
Field  was won  by d i f feren t ar t i sts. 
W inn ing the t i t le of  ?Song of  the Year,? 
wh ich  is ded icated  to the songwr i ter s, 
r ather  than  the ar t i sts them selves, was 

Bonn ie Rai t t 's ?Just L ike T hat.? A blues 
icon  to the older  gener at ions, Rai t t  has 
won  13 Gr am m ys, includ ing the 
L i fet im e Ach ievem en t Award . T he 
song, however, as wel l  as i ts 
accom pany ing album , ach ieved l i t t le 
com m ercial  success. T h is v ictor y  
cam e as a sur p r ise to m any v iewer s, 
w i th  recen t char t- topper s l i ke Adele, 
Tay lor  Sw i f t , Beyoncé, L izzo, and 
H ar r y  Sty les also in  the categor y. 

Conver sely, the award  of  ?Record  
of  the Year,? wh ich  is ded icated  to the 
ar t i st  and the p roducer  of  thei r  r ecord , 
was given  to ?About D am n T im e? by 
L izzo. Released on  Apr i l  14, the song 
per for m ed extrem ely wel l  on  the 
Bi l lboard  H ot 10 0  char ts, spend ing 
two weeks at  #1 and reach ing #12 on  
the Year-End char ts. 

Sam ar a Joy, an  em er ging jazz 
ar t i st , took hom e the coveted ?Best 
N ew Ar t i st? award . Yet to reach  
com m ercial  success, m any are 
in terested  to see whether  or  not Joy 
w i l l  be com par able to her  
p redecessor s in  the categor y such  as 
O l iv ia Rodr igo, M egan  T hee Stal l ion , 
Bi l l ie Ei l i sh , and D ua L ipa, al l  of  

whom  have cem en ted them selves in  
the m usic industr y. 

L ast ly, ?Album  of  the Year ? was 
p resen ted to H ar r y  Sty les w i th  h is 
album , H ar r y?s H ouse. Released on  
M ay 21, H ar r y?s H ouse spen t two 
weeks at  #1 on  the Bi l lboard  Top  20 0  
Album s and was char ted  at  #7 on  the 
Bi l lboard  20 0  Year-End char t . O ther  
notable nom inees in  th is categor y 
included 30  by Adele, Special  by 
L izzo, and Renaissance by Beyoncè, 
w i th  m any bel iev ing that the lat ter  
deser ved the award . 

N onetheless, Beyoncè d id  not go 
unnot iced dur ing the cerem ony, 
w inn ing four  awards in  gen re-speci f i c 
categor ies. Becom ing the m ost 
decor ated  ar t i st  in  Gr am m y h istor y, 
Beyoncè has now won  a total  of  32 
Gr am m ys, sur passing the p rev ious 
t i t leholder , Geor g Sol t i , a 
H ungar ian -Br i t i sh  conductor . 

Al though  Beyoncè has won  the 
m ost awards to date, she has on ly  won  
one award  in  the Gener al  Field , 
desp i te being nom inated for  the four  
categor ies col lect ively  21 t im es. M any 
have obser ved how m ost of  her  

v ictor ies have fal len  in to the categor y 
of  R& B, as wel l  as the p rev iously  t i t led  
?Ur ban? categor y. 

T he aforem en t ioned d isapproval  
expressed by som e notewor thy ar t i sts 
has not been  the on ly  cr i t i cism . I n  
recen t year s, there has been  a  grow ing 
asser t ion  that the Record ing Academ y 
has r acist  and p roblem at ic roots. 
M any com m ercial ly  successfu l  Black 
ar t i sts have been  p igeonholed  in to the 
categor ies of  R& B, Ur ban  (now 
refer red  to as ?Progressive R& B?), and 
Rap, even  when  thei r  sound al igns 
m ore w i th  Pop. Being cogn izan t of  
th is al lows for  m ore insigh t in to why 
Beyoncè?s v ictor ies, al though  
p len t i f u l , have been  ver y l im i ted  to 
these speci f i c gen res. 

O ver al l , the 20 23 Gr am m ys was 
not a com plete docum en tat ion  of  the 
m usic released dur ing the past year , 
but  r ather  an  in terest ing recap . T he 
com plete l i st  of  w inner s and 
nom inees can  be found at  
www.gr am m y.com . 

By CH ASE PASEKOFF
Staff Writer

Gr am m ys 20 23: T h e good , th e bad , 
an d  th e u gly

Em bar r assi n g 
cr u sh  stor i es 
f r om  Q O  teach er s 

H ave you ever  em bar r assed 
your sel f  in  f r on t  of  your  cr ush? I  know 
I  have, but can  you im agine your  
teacher s m ak ing fools out of  
them selves just  to im press thei r  own  
cr ushes? W el l , i t  has happened. L et?s 
take a look at  som e of  the 
em bar r assing cr ush  stor ies Q O  staf f  
m em ber s have exper ienced.

Fi r st  of f , El len  Colber t , a 
par aeducator  in  the Special  Educat ion  
depar tm en t has, shal l  I  say, a m usical  
love stor y. Accord ing to Colber t , no 
one has heard  th is stor y  un t i l  th is day, 
so keep  your  eyes open ! 

?In  h igh  school , I  r econnected w i th  
a for m er  ch i ldhood neighbor  of  
m ine? who obviously  was also a 
for m er  cr ush . H e and I  exchanged 
num ber s and talked for  sever al  
m on ths, wh ich  I  was al l  giddy and 
exci ted  about?  because I  though t we 
would  even tual ly  for m  a long-d istance 
relat ionsh ip  (he'd  m oved to Texas w i th  
h is f am i ly  m any year s ago).

"Un for tunately, af ter  a wh i le, I  
stopped hear ing f rom  h im  com pletely. 
Being 16, young, and a bi t  naive, 
however, I  decided to reach  out to h is 
f am i ly  to get back in  touch  w i th  h im  
since he'd  stopped talk ing to m e. 

W hen  that d idn 't  wor k , I  u l t im ately  
decided to go f u l l  "detect ive" m ode, 
wh ich  sounds ver y stalker- l i ke and 
creepy now, and reached out to peop le 
he knew, secret ly  found h is address, 
etc. 

"I  am  passionate about m usic and 
have been  singing/ per for m ing for  

m any year s, so I  ended up  
p rofessional ly  record ing and send ing 
h im  a song I  w rote exp lain ing m y 

feel ings to t r y  and convince h im  that 
we were ?r igh t? for  each  other . I  m ai led  
the song on  Valen t ine's D ay, too. T o 
th is day, I  don 't  know i f  he actual ly  
l i stened to i t  or  i f  he even  received i t . 
And I  never  heard  f rom  h im  again , 
ei ther . L ovesickness can  do cr azy 
th ings!?

N ext, AP Psychology and Q UEST  
teacher  Penny Keune has qu i te a 
com ical  cr ush  stor y  that  u l t im ately  
wor ked out in  her  f avor . T he stor y  
goes l i ke th is:

?I  was on  a Young L i fe retreat 
of f - season  in  O C, N ew Jer sey.  I  had 
just  m et a guy f rom  a d i f feren t h igh  
school .  W e had set up  p lays to sneak 
of f  the beach  for  a walk .  M y f r iends 
found out our  p lans, h id  in  the dunes, 
and when  we walked toward  the ocean , 
they jum ped out w i th  cans of  shav ing 
cream  and covered m e.  I  was tr y ing to 
m ake a good im pression  on  th is guy, 
but was total ly  em bar r assed!  H e 
actual ly  though t i t  was cool  [that]  I  had 
[a] f r iend who would  do that, and he 
ended up  being m y p rom  date.?

Jen  Yeck, AP Chem istr y  teacher  
and Bocce coach , caugh t a cr ush  on  a 
basebal l  p layer  in  her  col lege days: 

?In  col lege, I  had a huge cr ush  on  
one of  the basebal l  p layer s. H e was a 
great p i tcher , and he had a stor y  
wr i t ten  about h im  in  the school  paper. 
M y f r iends got a ton  of  cop ies of  the 
paper, cut  out  h is p ictures, and taped 
them  al l  over  m y dor m , wh ich  was 
co-ed, on  the inside hal lways, outside 
wal ls, com m on  areas, and bath room s. 

M ost of  the p ictures had noth ing on  
them , but they had wr i t ten  m essages 
on  som e of  them . Som e of  them  were 
coded, but other s obv iously  were 
about m e. I  d ied . But he d id  ask m e 
out." 

By M ADI SON SH ERM AN
Editor- in-Chief

ISRAEL!!! STOP 
ATTACKING MY       
          STUFF!!!

Ed i tor i al  Car toon
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  Q O  Ice H ockey l ook s f or  f i r st  state t i t l e 

 W hen  you th ink of  Q uince 
O rchard  ath let i cs, i ce hockey 
p robably  i sn?t close to the f i r st  spor t  
that  pops in to your  head. I t  m igh t not 
even  be the f i r st  Q O  hockey team  you 
th ink of , w i th  f ield  hockey possibly  
tak ing that spot in  your  m ind. Yet, so 
f ar  th is season , one of  the m ost 
over looked spor ts in  Q O  ath let ics has 
been  one of  the m ost successfu l .

T he Q O  ice hockey team  has 
ex isted  since 20 16, and is led  by coach  
Andy Katon . L ike any other  spor t  at  
Q O , the team  consists of  Q O  studen ts, 
who wear  the school  on  thei r  jer sey, 
and p lay under  the Q O  nam e, but one 
th ing separ ates them  f rom  the rest  of  
the school : they aren?t being f unded 
by the school . 

 ?I t?s classi f ied  as a club, so the 
coun ty and school  don?t have to pay 
for  i ce t im e,? said  sen ior  cap tain  
D an iel  Abar jel .

 T he team  is a par t  of  a separ ate 
league, the Var si ty  M ar y land Studen t 

H ockey L eague, and p lays in  the 
M on tgom er y 2 d iv ision  along w i th  
team s l i ke N or thwest, Sher wood, and 
Richard  M on tgom er y. 

T he p layer s p r act ice once a week 
and p lay m ost of  thei r  gam es at  
Rockv i l le Ice Arena and Cabin  John  
Ice Rink . 

?Because we are a sm al l  team , 
when  on ly  a coup le guys are m issing, 
i t  af fects our  abi l i ty  to have usefu l  
p r act ice. H owever, any t im e the guys 
can  get on  the ice is good,? said  Katon .

W h i le they aren?t being f unded by 
the school , the p layer s st i l l  feel  that  
they represen t Q O  ever y n igh t they 
take the ice to com pete. 

?You're p lay ing w i th  al l  of  your  
f r iends f rom  school , you're p lay ing 
w i th  peop le you see ever y single day,? 
said  Abar jel . ?You're wear ing the 
Q uince O rchard  nam e and logo, so 
we st i l l  take p r ide in  being par t  of  the 
school .?

 T h is season , the team  has a 
num ber  of  sen ior s, includ ing cap tains 
Abar jel , D y lan  Eyester , and Josh  
W ei tzm an . O ther  sen ior s, includ ing 

John  
Sher ik i jan , 
Jerem y 
Eager, and 
Jack Peyser, 
f i l l  ou t  a 
decen t 
por t ion  of  

the roster .  
T hese 
sen ior s have 
been  som e 
of  the team 's 
best p layer s 
in  the past as 
wel l , w i th  

W ei tzm an , 

Eyester , and Eager  ear n ing al l - coun ty 
honor s last  year , and Abar jel  get t ing 
an  honor able m en t ion .

 Add i t ional ly, th is season , Q O ?s 
cap tains are al l  top  th ree in  al l  in  the 
team ?s m ajor  stat ist i cal  categor ies, 
w i th  W ei tzm an  lead ing in  goals and 
Eyester  lead ing in  assists.  

 H owever, Katon  cred i ts not on ly  
the cap tains, but  the whole roster  for  
thei r  success th is season . ?O ur  
cap tains have led  the team , but w i th  
hal f  the team  being sen ior s, the 
en t i r e team  has real ly  led  as a un i t ,? 
he said .

 T he Cougar s star ted  the year  out 
undefeated w i th  a record  of  8-0  
before losing thei r  n in th  gam e to 
Blai r . Since then , they have a record  
of  1-3, end ing the regu lar  season  w i th  
a th ree-goal  w in  against  Sain t  John?s 
on  sen ior  n igh t.

T he gam es th is season  have seen  
a lot  m ore blowouts and h igh -scor ing 
af f ai r s for  the Cougar s. Q O  has had 
m ul t ip le w ins by two or  m ore goals, 
includ ing a 6-0  beatdown  of  the 
Rockv i l le and M agr uder  co-op  team  
to star t  the season  on  O ctober  21. I n  
that  gam e, the cap tains were 
responsible for  al l  6 goals, w i th  
Eyester  scor ing 4 h im sel f .   

O n  O ctober  28, the team  had thei r  
h ighest scor ing gam e of  the season , 
putt ing up  18 goals on  N or thwest, 
wh i le sur render ing on ly  4 them selves.  

D esp i te these dom inan t 
per for m ances, the team  st i l l  feels l i ke 
they hold  a ch ip  on  thei r  shou lder . 
?W e pr ide our selves on  being the 
underdogs,? said  Abar jel . ?W e?re not 
the best on  paper, but  we always 
m anage to pu l l  th rough  and beat the 
better  team .?

In  the regu lar  season , Q O  f in ished 

f i r st  p lace in  thei r  d iv ision , w i th  a 
poin t  d i f feren t ial  of  20 +,  aver aging 
around 8 goals per  gam e th is season . 
T h is i s thei r  second year  since they?ve 
been  p laced in  the M on tgom er y 2 
d iv ision , where they f in ished the 
season  w i th  on ly  th ree losses and a 
posi t ive poin t  d i f feren t ial .

T hei r  jour ney towards the team ?s 
f i r st  state t i t le began  on  Febr uar y 9, as 

Q O  p layed Richard  M on tgom er y in  
thei r  f i r st  gam e of  the con ference 
cham pionsh ips.  T he Cougar s 
defeated the Rockets 4-3, af ter  being 
down  3-1 head ing in to the second 
per iod  of  the gam e.

 W i th  the state p layof f s star t ing 
next week on  Febr uar y 21, the team  

needs to f in ish  in  the top  4 in  thei r  
con ference in  order  for  them  to have 
a shot at  cap tur ing thei r  f i r st  state 
cham pionsh ip .

By GRI FFI N OWENS 
Staff Writer

VIA DANIEL ABARJEL

VIA DANIEL ABARJEL

I t  can  be hard  to im agine, but the 
sam e peop le that  are teach ing you 
how to wr i te essays or  study for  tests 
were for m er ly  ath letes just  l i ke m any 
studen ts at  Q uince O rchard . Before 
they were head of  the classroom , they 
were outstand ing ath letes on  the f ield .

Engl ish  teacher  Jen i fer  Soykan  
p layed on  the ice hockey team  at 
D ar tm outh  f rom  1983-1987. She grew 
up  on  the ice as a f igure skater , but  i t  
wasn?t un t i l  her  10 -year-old  sel f  
not iced how m uch  fun  her  older  
brother  was hav ing p lay ing ice hockey 
that she real ized that i s what she 
would  r ather  be doing. W hen  
app ly ing to col leges, Sokyan  had to 
choose between  3 schools: H am i l ton , 
D ar tm outh , and M idd lebur y. She had 
her  h igh  school  coach  talk to the 
col lege coaches, and she was able to 
f igure out that  D ar tm outh  was the 
school  for  her . 

H er  f avor i te m om en ts f r om  
p lay ing in  col lege consists of  when  
she had a gam e against  Cor nel l  and 
her  whole f am i ly, includ ing her  dog, 
cam e to the gam e. T hey taped the 
gam e and in  the background she 
cou ld  hear  her  dog bar k ing. Soykan  
also has a sister  who wen t to Brown  to 
p lay ice hockey. O ccasional ly  the two 
would  p lay against  each  other .

Fi f teen  year s af ter  col lege, Soykan  
decided to p ick up  her  st i ck and star t  
p lay ing again . Ever y Sunday n igh t she 

p lays in  a wom en?s league as a 
defender. Since p lay ing af ter  col lege, 
she has p layed in  d i f feren t and cool  
locat ions, l i ke H ong Kong.

Sky r a Blanchard , another  teacher  
in  the Engl ish  depar tm en t, at tended 
and p layed basketbal l  at  Susquehanna 
Un iver si ty  f r om  20 0 1 to 20 0 5. She 
began  her  basketbal l  career  in  4th  
gr ade, and con t inued to p lay al l  
th roughout h igh  school . O r iginal ly, 
she was going to go D 1 to th row shot 
put and d iscus, but at  the last  m inute 
she m ade the decision  to sw i tch  to 
basketbal l . Blanchard  received 
m ul t ip le D 2 and 3 of fer s, but  decided 
on  Susquehanna because of  the close 
p rox im i ty  to hom e. 

O nce she stepped on  the 
basketbal l  cour t  at  Susquehanna, she 
becam e one of  the best p layer s on  the 
team . H er  f r eshm an  season  she won  
defensive p layer  of  the year, wh ich  
was real ly  special  to her  because she 
loved p lay ing defense, but her  f ather  
also em phasized to her  how 
im por tan t i t  was in  a gam e. D ur ing 
Blanchard?s sophom ore season  her  
p icture even  m ade i t  on to the 
p rom ot ional  cards.

Blanchard  is cur ren t ly  coach ing 
her  one-year-old  son  in to becom ing 
the basketbal l  power house she was in  
col lege. She loves teach ing h im  how 
to dr ibble and shoot.

At D uquesne Un iver si ty, science 
teacher  L isa Shor t  p layed lacrosse for  
th ree year s. H er  recr u i tm en t p rocess 
was not l i ke other s ?  as she had never  
p icked up  a lacrosse st i ck un t i l  her  

f i r st  year  of  col lege! Shor t  actual ly  
p layed sof tbal l  al l  th roughout h igh  
school , but  she knew she wan ted to go 
to D uquesne because her  brother  
real ly  en joyed h is t im e there, and i t  
checked al l  of  her  boxes. 
Coinciden tal ly, her  f i r st  year  there 
was the un iver si ty?s f i r st  year  hav ing a 
wom en?s lacrosse team  due to T i t le 
IX .

 ?I  walked on  to the team  w i th  no 
exper ience other  than  being able to 
catch  and th row a sof tbal l , wh ich  
actual ly  helped a great deal ,? Shor t  
said . 

 D ur ing her  f i r st  year , Shor t  
p layed m ost ly  at tack , but that  posi t ion  
was shor t- l i ved  due to m ul t ip le 
team m ates' in jur ies. I n  her  second 
year  p lay ing, her  coach  m ade the 
decision  to put her  in  the goal ie 
posi t ion , wh ich  she d id  not en joy. 
Shor t  m issed shoot ing on  the goal , 
but  she says she was the on ly  one on  
her  team  cr azy enough  to th row her  
body in  f r on t  of  the bal l . 

Shor t  st i l l  holds records at  
D uquesne f rom  her  t im e as goal ie: she 
had 167 saves dur ing her  season  in  
1997. 

W h i le on  the team , she 
rem em ber s, they had to p lay a gam e 
in  the snow. I t  got  so bad that p layer s 
cou ldn?t even  see m ore than  a foot  in  
f r on t  of  them , so they had to pause 
the gam e and wai t  in  the locker  room  
un t i l  the weather  calm ed down .

Alex Tw ine, a special  educat ion  
par aeducator  and one of  Q uince 
O rchard?s alum n i , p layed D 1 footbal l  

at  the Un iver si ty  of  M ar y land. 
Grow ing up , h is whole f am i ly  p layed 
footbal l , so natur al ly  he began  h is 
career  at  the age of  f ive. D ur ing h is 
recr u i t ing p rocess, Tw ine though t he 
was going to p lay at  Jam es M adison , 
but changed h is m ind and com m i t ted  
to UM D  for  the year s 20 11 to 20 15. 
Tw ine p layed h is f i r st  gam e f reshm an  
year  at  the age of  17 against  M iam i . I t  
was especial ly  cool  for  Tw ine when  
ever yone back hom e sen t h im  texts 
about seeing h im  p lay on  T V. 

W h i le Tw ine was in  h igh  school , 
he was on  the footbal l , basketbal l , and 
tr ack team s. D ur ing h is footbal l  
seasons, Coach  Kel ley, the cur ren t 
footbal l  coach  at  Q O , helped h im  out 
th rough  h is recr u i t ing p rocess. 

W hen  Tw ine looks back 13 year s 
ago dur ing h is year s at  Q O , he 
rem em ber s how he was Coach  
Kel ley?s ?f i r st  scholar sh ip  p layer , and 
now there are so m any.?

 Even  though  footbal l  was h is 
m ain  spor t , the other  two real ly  
helped h im  out dur ing h is footbal l  of f  
season  w i th  cond i t ion ing and 
strength . W hen  Tw ine cam e back to 
Q O , he wan ted to help  out ath let i cal ly  
so he began  coach ing those th ree 
team s. Tw ine is cur ren t ly  the head 
coach  for  Jun ior  Var si ty  footbal l , and 
he led  them  to being undefeated th is 
season . 

Tw ine has p layed on  the sam e 
f ield  as the k ids he coaches. H e knows 
the ins and outs of  i t  al l , and he wore 
the sam e color s. H e appreciates that  
i t?s ?a d i f feren t type of  p r ide.? 

By M ADELEI NE BURKE
Staff Writer

Teach er s i n  th e classr oom , p r ev i ou sly  
l eader s on  th e f i el d
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Boys Basketbal l Bocce

W r est l i n g

T he longest Q uince O rchard  
spor ts season? that of  our  Pom s 
team ? has com e to an  end. 

Pom s is un l i ke other  spor ts at  
Q O ? captains choreogr aph  and teach  
dances to the whole team . T he dances 
are around six m inutes long w i th  
in tr i cate choreogr aphy, as descr ibed 
by sen ior  cap tain  Josie Belk in . 

?I t  i s chal lenging to com e up  w i th  
the choreogr aphy for  the 
com pet i t ions,? said  Belk in . ?T here are 
on ly  so m any m oves in  dance, and we 
can?t repeat any of  them  or  the dance 
w i l l  look repet i t i ve and bor ing.?

T hroughout the f al l  spor ts season , 
th is year ?s 17 Pom s m em ber s 
per for m ed th ree-m inute rout ines 
dur ing hal f t im e of  the Q O  footbal l  
gam es. But by the t im e the w in ter  
season  rol ls around, i t  i s t im e for  
com pet i t ions against  other  schools in  
the coun ty.  

H owever, the season  has ver y 
d i f f i cu l t  t im ing. 
Belk in  said  she 
was ?extrem ely 
stressed as a 
sen ior  tak ing 
d i f f i cu l t  classes 
and tr y ing to 
com plete m y 

col lege 
app l icat ions.? 
Stress can  be 
d i f f i cu l t  to 
m anage, but for  
Belk in , Pom s has 
been  ?a great 

exper ience to 

lear n  how to p r ior i t i ze your  t im e, a 
sk i l l  needed for  ever y job.?

T he w in ter  season  consists of  th ree 
inv i tat ionals and one f inal  
per for m ance. T hei r  dance rout ine 
stays p ret ty  consisten t un less the 
cap tains decide to m ake changes based 
on  the judge?s cr i t iques. T he rout ine 
has m any gu idel ines, one of  wh ich  is 
that  pom s need to be in  the dancer 's 
hands for  two of  the six m inutes. Also, 
at  least  th ree d i f feren t dance sty les 
m ust be included in  the rout ine. 

As th is season  cam e to an  end, 
Pom s par t i cipated  in  thei r  last  
com pet i t ion  on  Saturday, Febr uar y 4. 
As they per for m ed thei r  six-m inute 
dance rout ine, the cheer s f r om  the 
crowd f i l led  up  the gym  creat ing an  
astound ing env i ronm en t. T he th ree 
sen ior  cap tains ?  Belk in , M ia 
Kauf fm an , and M adison  Sher m an  ?  
choreogr aphed an  in tr i cate 
per for m ance, and wh i le they d id  not 
w in  one of  the top  th ree p r izes, they 
put on  a f an tast ic show.

Editor?s Note: Kauffman and Sherman 
are members of T he Prowler staff. 

Pom s
By OLI VI A M AYT I N
Staff Writer 

I t  has been  a season  that has been  
hard  to char acter ize in  one word  for  
boys basketbal l . 

T he tough  star t  to the season , 
coup led  w i th  m ul t ip le single d igi t  
losses, have er ased the Cougar s? 
chances of  f in ish ing above .50 0  on  the 
season  for  the f i r st  t im e since before 
the pandem ic. 

T hei r  one-poin t  hear tbreaker  
against  Clar ksbur g at  hom e, and thei r  
two-poin t  loss to Seneca Val ley to sp l i t  
the season  ser ies, are two gam es that 
cou ld?ve gone in  the Cougar ?s f avor  i f  
they had gotten  som e lucky breaks.  

D esp i te these close losses, the team  
has also had convincing w ins, such  as 
thei r  8-poin t  v ictor y  over  r ival  
N or thwest. O ther  w ins, l i ke the team 's 
f i r st  w in  against  Seneca Val ley, as wel l  
as thei r  second hal f  com eback against  
Pain t  Br anch , m ake i t  hard  to 
com pletely  wr i te th is season  of f  for  the 
Cougar s.  

O ne th ing that has been  seen  in  a 
lot  of  Q O ?s w ins has been  the am oun t 

of  p layer s  get t ing  involved. I n  four  

out of  thei r  f i ve v ictor ies th is season , 
the team  has had at  least  two p layer s 
score 10  or  m ore poin ts, and in  th ree 
of  those gam es, th ree p layer s scored in  
double f igures.

H owever, thei r  m ost dom inan t w in  
cam e on  Januar y 30 , against  W atk ins 
M i l l , where on ly  one p layer  scored in  

the double d igi ts. T h is gam e saw 
m ult ip le p layer s con tr ibut ing, w i th  
Q O ?s h ighest scorer  being as sen ior  
Savan  Br iggs, who had 10  poin ts. Q O  
held  the W olver ines to under  30  
poin ts, wh i le scor ing alm ost double 
that  on  thei r  way to a 56-29 v ictor y.

O n  Januar y 8, the team  scored a 
season  h igh  71 poin ts in  thei r  w in  
against  W h i tm an , w i th  jun ior  
Keyshawn  Car ter  and Br iggs both  
scor ing over  15 poin ts, wh i le jun ior  
Kevin  Buku la exp loded for  24 poin ts.

H owever, the team  let  up  51 poin ts 
in  the f i r st  hal f  of  thei r  fo l low ing gam e, 
includ ing 31 in  the f i r st  quar ter  to lose 
to Church i l l .  

O n  Febr uar y 3, the team  held  thei r  
sen ior  n igh t to honor  sen ior s l i ke 
for ward  M atthew Pin to, as wel l  as 
guards Col in  Car ter  and Br iggs. T hese 
sen ior s have al l  had m ajor  
con tr ibut ions to the team ?s success th is 
season

N ow af ter  star t ing 1-4, the Cougar s 
now si t  at  5-11 as of  Febr uar y 13. T hey 
have m ore than  quadr up led  thei r  
num ber  of  w ins, but  have also m ore 
than  doubled  thei r  am oun t of  losses. 
As of  publ icat ion , the team  has one 
rem ain ing regu lar  season  gam e, w i th  
thei r  
season  
f inale 
com ing at  
hom e on  
Febr uar y 
17 against  
Sher wood.

By GRI FFI N OWENS 
Staff Writer

TWITTER @QOHoops

COURTESY NATHAN BREZOVEK

Q uince O rchard  is known  for  thei r  
ath let i cs. T he footbal l  team  is 
back- to-back state cham ps, the gi r ls 
soccer  team  m ade i t  to the state 
cham pionsh ip  gam e, and boys soccer  
wen t undefeated in  the regu lar  season . 
But there is one team  whose 
recogn i t ion  seem s to f al l  shor t  each  
year, and that i s bocce bal l .

M ost Q O  studen ts have heard  of  
bocce but have yet to watch  a gam e of  
our  ver y own  Q O  team . T hey p lay best 
of  th ree sets, and gam es last  un t i l  one 
team  ach ieves 16 poin ts, or  af ter  the 30  
m inute t im er  i s up . A pal l ina, the 
tar get, i s p laced on  the cour t  for  
p layer s to aim  and at tem pt to h i t  when  
i t  i s thei r  tu r n . Each  team  takes tur ns 
on  who th rows the bocce bal l , and at  
the end of  the round, the team  who is 
closest to the pal l ina is given  the 
poin ts. 

Al though  she is new to coach ing 
bocce th is year , head coach  and 
science resource teacher  Jenn i fer  Yeck 
has had som e recreat ional  p lay in  her  
past. Yeck has also coached 
cheer lead ing for  22 year s and pom s 
for  3 year s, and en joys just  being 
involved in  Q O  ath let ics anyway she 
can .

T he bocce team  com peted in  a 
total  of  f i ve gam es dur ing the regu lar  
season  w i th  a record  of  th ree w ins and 

two losses. T he team  also com peted in  
the d iv ision  tour nam en t and won  both  
gam es, m ak ing them  D iv ision  IV 
cham pions. I n  order  to m ain tain  thei r  
r ecord , the team  pr act ices one to two 
t im es a week depend ing on  thei r  gam e 
schedule that  week. D ur ing p r act ice, 
Yeck has p layer s exercise al l  d i f feren t 
bocce sk i l ls. 

?W e pr act ice som e str ategies and 
tr y  to th row in  par t i cu lar  areas of  the 
f r am e or  w i th  the r igh t  for ce,? Yeck 
said .

T h is season , the Cougar s have 13 
p layer s on  the team  ?  8 of  them  
sen ior s. W h i le al l  sen ior s have had the 
chance  to be gam e cap tains, the team  
cap tains are sen ior s Tay lor  Cho, 
D an iel le Gour y, M i tchel l  Usat ine, and 
Z ach  W ei l . 

H ead ing in to the season , Yeck on ly  
had on ly  one goal  in  m ind ?  to w in  
the coun ty tour nam en t. T h is 
tour nam en t took p lace Febr uar y 4 at  
Pain t  Br anch  H igh  School . O ut of  
eigh t schools, Q O  won  th i r d  p lace. 

W h i le other  spor ts m ay at t r act  a 
bigger  crowd, bocce bal l  al lows ath letes 
of  al l  abi l i t ies to com pete in  a posi t ive 
and l igh t-hear ted  m anner. 

By M ADELEI NE BURKE
Staff Writer

Q uince O rchard  Var si ty  W rest l ing 
are m ore than  hal fway th rough  thei r  
season . W h i le there have been  h ighs 
and lows of  th is season  so f ar , the 
team  st i l l  has m any goals going 
for ward , and hope to on ly  im prove 
f rom  here. T hese wrest ler s, who r ange 
f rom  f reshm an  to sen ior s, have shown  
ever yone what they can  do, and they 
con t inue to sh ine.

 Sophom ore Gavin  H i l l  i s a 
two-year  var si ty  w rest ler . ?M y favor i te 
par ts about w rest l ing are the p r act ices 
w i th  m y team m ates, and en joy ing 
hav ing f un  w i th  them , and suppor t ing 
each  other ,? said  H i l l . T h is team  is 
ver y close w i th  one another . T hey 
consider  each  other  alm ost l i ke f am i ly. 

 T here is one com m on  goal  
am ong m em ber s of  the wrest l ing 
team : to m ake i t  to state 
cham pionsh ips. H i l l  said  that  th is was 
h is goal  for  th is season . T h is won?t 
com e easy though ; there is st i l l  m ore 
t r ain ing and 
p r act icing to be 
done. ?M y biggest 
insp i r at ion  is m y 
fam i ly,? said  H i l l . 
H e real ly  en joys 

being on  the team  
w i th  fel low 
wrest ler s, who he?s 
been  able to 
bef r iend over  the 
two year s that  he?s 
been  on  the team .

Another  
sophom ore, Ju l ian  
Pol lard , w rest les for  
both  the JV and 
Var si ty  team s. ?I t?s 

been  a w i ld  r ide, w rest l ing for  both  
team s,? said  Pol lard . H e shares a lot  of  
com m onal i t ies between  h im sel f  and 
H i l l : both  wan t to p lace at  states, and 
both  are two-year  wrest ler s. T h is can  
be said  about m ost of  the sophom ore 
var si ty  w rest ler s.

 O n  the other  hand, Q O  also has a 
lot  of  sen ior  w rest ler s leav ing the team  
th is year . O ne of  those sen ior s i s 
Alexander  ?L ex? Fondel ius. ?I?m  a f i r st  
year  wrest ler , so per sonal ly, for  m e, 
var si ty?s been  p ret ty  tough ,? Fondel ius 
exp lained. ?But the exper ience has 
been  real ly  cool .? 

Fondel ius has found a great 
suppor t  system  f rom  h is team m ates 
and coaches f rom  being a f i r st  year  
wrest ler  on  var si ty. ?Team m ates and 
coaches have m ade m y exper ience 
real ly  f un ,? he said . 

  Fondel ius, along w i th  H i l l  and 
Pol lard , have goals of  p lacing h igh  at  
im por tan t m eets. ?As a f i r st  year  
wrest ler , I  would  real ly  l i ke to p lace 
h igh  at  coun t ies,? he said . W h i le 
there?s st i l l  t im e to ach ieve th is goal , 
the wrest ler s have to push  them selves 
to get where they wan t to be.

By LI LY KAPLAN
Staff Writer 
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COURTESY OF JENNIFER YECK
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Eleven  days. T hat?s al l  the t im e 
sen ior  Rober to Ter rel l  needed to 
break f ive long-stand ing Q uince 
O rchard  t r ack records. 

I n  just  th ree Januar y m eets, Ter rel l  
broke school  records in  the long jum p, 
55 m eter  hurd le, 30 0  m eter  dash , the 
t r ip le jum p, and the 4x20 0  m eter  
relay, w i th  team m ates sen ior  El i jah  
Snead, and jun ior s H ayden  L ee, and 
W alter  L oeb. 

W h i le f ly ing in to the top  of  
al l - t im e leader boards, Ter rel l  has been  
p ropel led  by h is w inn ing m indset,

?I  don 't  l i ke seeing the num ber  
two next to m y nam e,? he said . 

 Before he was break ing records 
lef t  and r igh t , before he even  en tered 
h igh  school , Ter rel l  had no idea how 

far  t r ack cou ld  car r y  h im . H e f i r st  
jum ped in to t r ack in  f i f th  gr ade, but 
lef t  i t  beh ind  soon  af ter . I n  m idd le 
school , he r an  cross coun tr y, but  af ter  
br ief ly  p lay ing footbal l  in  f al l  of  n in th  
gr ade, he decided to give t r ack 
another  chance. 

 Ter rel l?s road th rough  tr ack has 
p resen ted h im  w i th  m uch  adver si ty. 
H is f r eshm an  year  spr ing season  was 
lost  to the pandem ic, and just  as he 
star ted  reach ing h is goals in  10 th  
gr ade, he fel t  a pain  in  h is leg ?  he 
had str ained h is ham str ing. Af ter  
retur n ing to the t r ack for  a br ief  st in t , 
he tore that  sam e ham str ing again . 

T he l inger ing ef fects of  h is 
in jur ies lasted  in to h is jun ior  year , but  
the t im e he spen t rehabbing al lowed 
h im  to bu i ld  m uch -needed strength  in  
h is legs. N ow that he has com e back 
f rom  those in jur ies ?  f u l ly  heal thy ?  

he?s star t ing to see 
the resu l ts he has 
been  cr av ing. 

?N ow for  sen ior  
year , I 'm  back, no 
in jur ies,? he said . ?I  
feel  l i ke that  setback 
just  set  m e up  for  
better ing m y t im es.?

H is sen ior  year  
indoor  t r ack season  
has indeed been  
one to rem em ber. 
Ter rel l  has 
par t i cipated  in  eigh t 
even ts ?  he now 
holds a record  in  f ive, and on  
Febr uar y 9, he won  the Region  
Cham pionsh ip  in  th ree even ts.  

H is incred ible success has tur ned 
the heads of  sever al  D iv ision  O ne 
tr ack p rogr am s. W i th  one of f i cial  
of fer  f r om  M oun t St. M ar y?s 
Un iver si ty, Ter rel l  has been  in  talks 
w i th  coaches f rom  m any other  D 1 
schools. W h i le consider ing m any 
factor s, he h igh ly  values h is educat ion  
?  he wan ts to becom e a den t ist .  

 ?A per fect  school  i s a school  that  
has a good p rogr am  in  ter m s of  thei r  
f aci l i t ies,? he said . ?But they 're not lax 

on  thei r  school ing ?  par t  of  being a 
studen t ath lete.?

 T h rough  h is t im e w i th  Q O  Tr ack, 
Ter rel l  has m ade last ing relat ionsh ips 
w i th  h is team m ates. H e tr ained 
f requen t ly  w i th  a sm al l  group  that 
includes now-Q O  gr aduate M an ie 
M evo, who is on  Towson  Un iver si ty?s 

D 1 tr ack team . T he bonds he has bu i l t  
have great ly  in f luenced h is t r ajector y 
th rough  tr ack . 

 ?I  feel  l i ke m y relat ionsh ip  w i th  
the team  is real ly  good. M y closest 
f r iends I 've m ade f rom  the tr ack 
team ,? he said . ?T hey 've al l  been  

suppor t ing m e and push ing m e to do 
better  than  they al l  have.?

 Ter rel l  has also m ade im pactfu l  
connect ions w i th  other  ath letes f rom  
across the coun tr y. Par t i cipat ing in  
inv i tat ionals up  and down  the east 
coast, he?s had the oppor tun i ty  to 
com pete against  som e of  the nat ion?s 
best com pet i t ion . H is exper ience at  
nat ional  com pet i t ions was a tur n ing 
poin t  for  Ter rel l  ?  not on ly  d id  he 
have the chance to see what he was up  
against , but  he was able to in ter act  
w i th  other  ath letes who under stood 
h im .

 ?I t  was n ice to m ake f r iends 
around peop le who have had the sam e 
m indset and peop le that  can  suppor t  
you and give you t ips,? he said , 
?because even  though  we're al l  

com pet ing against  each  other , t r ack is 
st i l l  f am i ly.?

 W i th  the indoor  season  wr app ing 
up , Ter rel l  now tur ns towards the 
outdoor  season , where he looks to 
con t inue h is dom inance, and break 
m ore records. Even  as he con t inues to 
add to h is col lect ion  of  accolades, 

Ter rel l  stays hungr y for  m ore.
 ?I  won 't  be sat isf ied  un t i l  I 'm  

num ber  one across the board ,? he said .

T r ack  star  Ter r el l  m akes sch ool  h i stor y
By SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Editor- in-Chief

D id  Q O  Pr ed i ct  th e Su p er  Bow l?

W h at ar ea  h ave you  
seen  th e team  take a 
step  f or w ar d  th i s 
season ?
O ur  th ree poin t  shoot ing 
has been  great lately. 
T he last  th ree gam es, we 
h i t  10  th rees as a team , 
and that 's huge? .. But 
also, I  feel  l i ke we r un  
our  hal f  cour t  of fense 
real ly  wel l , we r un  i t  
p roper ly. W e know how 
to get to the basket and 

score. I 'm  real ly  happy about that . 
H ead in g i n to p layof f s, w h at  ar e som e th i n gs you  

gu ys ar e t r y i n g to t i gh ten  u p  an d  im p r ove u p on ?
 Tur nover s. T hat 's been  k ind  of  our  down fal l?  I t 's 

not  the other  team  taken  away f rom  us. W e?re just  
m ak ing bad passes and m ak ing bad decisions.

H ow  w ou ld  you  descr i be th e ch em istr y  on  th e 
team  th i s year ?

I n  m y f ive year s of  coach ing gi r ls var si ty  
basketbal l , th is i s p robably  the closest group  that I 've 
ever  had, they real ly  get along. T hey 're a great group?   
they l i ke being around each  other . T hey 're sel f less. I t 's 
not  l i ke any egos out there. T hey wan t to w in .

W h at does a b i g w in  do f or  th e team  m ov in g 
tow ar ds p layof f s?

I t  r eal ly  cem en ts the system  and what we do. 
H ow  h as i t  been  deal i n g w i th  i n ju r i es on  th e 

team  th i s year ?
I  had a d i f feren t star t ing l ineup  ever y week 

because of  peop le sick or  in jured?  now we got our  f u l l  
un i t  back.

Gi r l s B -Bal l  H ead  
Coach  Q  &  A : 
Bobby B i sh op
By SAM M Y KRI M ST EI N
Editor- in-Chief

TWITTER: @QOXCTF

T he t im e has com e! Super  Bowl 20 23 has ar r ived and the w inner  was the Kansas Ci ty  Ch ief s!
M any Q uince O rchard  studen ts bel ieved they cou ld  guess the gam e's resu l ts, but  d id  they? Below are the 

p red ict ions!
M any are cor rect  w i th  the Eagles scor ing f i r st . T hey scored a touchdown  giv ing them  a 7-0  lead! 
At the hal f , the Eagles held  a strong lead, 24-14. Un for tunately  for  Ph i ladelph ia, the lead d id  not last  long w i th  

the gam e end ing 38-35 in  f avor  of  the Ch ief s. T he gam e was super  com pet i t ive. w i th  m any back and for th  p lays 
At the end of  the gam e, the Super  Bowl M VP was announced and i t  was  quar ter back Patr ick M ahom es f rom  

the Ch ief s! O ut of  al l  the 56 studen ts who f i l led  out the google for m , 24 chose Patr ick M ahom es to w in . 
O n ly  42 percen t of  Q uince O rchard  studen ts p red icted  that the Ch ief s were going to w in , the m ajor i ty  wan t ing 

the Eagles.
Two peop le out of  56 guessed the color  of  the Gator ade cor rect ly, and that color  was PU RPL E!

By OLI VI A M AYT I N
Staff Writer

COURTESY ROBERTO TERRELL 

NATHAN BREZOVEK
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