
 m on i tored  by the W or ld  H eal th  
O r gan izat ion  and the Un i ted  N at ions 
on  the global  scale.? H is act ions have 
negat ively  im pacted wom en  across 
the coun tr y, m ak ing h im  a h igh ly  
con ten t ious pol i t i cal  f igure.

W h i le Presiden t ial  r eelect ion  
typ ical ly  depends on  the 
?incum ben t?s per for m ance in  of f i ce?, 
accord ing to an  analysis f r om  CN N , 
the choice voter s m ake next autum n  
is m ore l i kely  to ?com e down  lar gely  
to thei r  feel ings about Tr um p?. CN N  
states the resu l ts of  a pol l : ?62% of  
those back ing Tr um p said  they saw 
thei r  choice m ain ly  as a show of  
suppor t  for  h im , w i th  a sim i lar  64% 
of  those back ing Biden  say ing they 
v iewed thei r  choice lar gely  as a vote 
against T r um p.? I n  other  words, m ore 
of  Biden?s voter s are an t i -T r um p 
than  p ro-Biden . T he 20 24 elect ion  is 
l i kely  to com e down  to who voter s 
d isl i ke less, not  who they l i ke m ore.
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Ru sso-U k r ai n i an  W ar  Up date

BY ISAD O RA KAUFM AN

Editor- in-chief

T he f igh t  for  the seat in  the O val  
O f f i ce m ay be a repeat of  the 20 20  
elect ion . T he two m ost l i kely  
cand idates: one whose m ugshot wen t 
v i r al  last  m on th  and the other  whose 
unpreceden ted age concer ns som e 
voter s. 

I n  late August, for m er  Presiden t 
D onald  Tr um p?s m ugshot f r om  the 
Fu l ton  Coun ty Jai l  in  Geor gia wen t 
v i r al , being r ap id ly  spread on  ever y 
social  m ed ia p lat for m . T he p icture 
was not on ly  hum orous for  m any 
Am er icans but also a f i r st  in  
p residen t ial  h istor y. T r um p is not the 
f i r st  p residen t to be ar rested , but  he 
is the f i r st  for m er  p residen t to f ace 
cr im inal  char ges. I n  Geor gia, T r um p 
is accused of  hav ing tam pered w i th  
the elect ion  resu l ts of  the 20 20  
p residen t ial  elect ion  by com m i t t ing 
m ul t ip le acts of  f r aud, includ ing the 
f alsi f i cat ion  of  docum en ts w i th  the 
hope of  per suad ing Geor gia 
legislator s to ?reject  law fu l  votes cast  
by du ly  elected  of f i cials?, accord ing to 
the BBC. T h is i s one of  sever al  
cr im inal  char ges accusing Tr um p of  
i l legal  in ter ference in  the resu l ts of  
the 20 20  elect ion . 

D esp i te the thousands of  m em es 
m ock ing Tr um p and 41 state cr im inal  
char ges against  h im , the past 
p residen t i s st i l l  p red icted  to be the 
Republ ican  par ty  nom inee in  the 
20 24 Presiden t ial  elect ion . Accord ing 
to N PR, wh i le Tr um p has 12 
chal lenger s for  the Republ ican  par ty  
nom inat ion , he is st i l l  ?far  ahead of  
them  in  pol ls? because ¨?he f r actured

f ield  has m ade i t  hard  for  voter s to 
coalesce around a single al ter nat ive.?

Biden?s capabi l i t ies as Presiden t 
have been  heavi ly  quest ioned lately, 
not  for  h is cr im inal  r ecord , but  for  
h is old  age. T he octogenar ian , 
al ready the oldest si t t ing Presiden t, 
has been  claim ed by not on ly  
Republ ican  voter s but D em ocr at ic 
voter s as wel l  as too old  for  the job. 
Pol i t i co stated  that  70 % of  Am er icans 
in  a pol l  conducted stated  that  h is age 
is a ser ious concer n  because of  the 
ef fects i t  m ay have or  al ready be 
hav ing on  ?h is physical  and m en tal  
com petence.? H owever, accord ing to 
the W ash ington  Post, exper ts on  
aging state given  the benef i ts of  both  
cand idate?s socioeconom ic status, 
?includ ing access to h igh -qual i ty  
heal thcare?, there is ?l i t t le reason? to 
doubt the  ?con t inued heal th? of  
ei ther  p residen t ial  cand idate. 
H owever, h is age is not the on ly  
reason  for  the lack of  suppor t  f r om  
voter s:  Pol i t i co?s pol l  also shares how 
58% of  Am er icans bel ieve that  Biden?s 
pol icies have m ade econom ic 
cond i t ions in  the U.S. wor se.

Biden  has on ly  two com pet i tor s: 
an  arden t an t i -vaccine act iv ist  and a 
sel f -help  gur u p rom ot ing m ed ical  
m y ths. Both  pose l i t t le th reat to 
Biden  obtain ing the 20 24 
D em ocr at ic p residen t ial  nom inat ion . 
W h i le Biden?s approval  r at ings as 
cur ren t Presiden t have not been  
h igh , Reuter s repor ter  Costas Pi tas 
shares that  Biden?s ?dem ocr at ic al l ies 
feel  he is the on ly  D em ocr at ic 
cand idate who can  defeat Tr um p?. 
Sim i lar  to the 20 20  elect ion , i f  a 
rer un  were to occur  between  Tr um p 

and Biden , Biden  has a decen t 
chance at  w inn ing the p residency, 
not  because of  the over whelm ing 
suppor t  for  h is cam paign  or  act ions 
as Presiden t, but  because of  the 
voter s who would  r ather  set t le for  
Biden  than  vote for  Tr um p. 

Tr um p?s act ions when  he was 
Presiden t w i l l  also p lay a role in  
voter ?s decisions th is elect ion . As a 
cand idate, he is m ore polar izing than  
Biden , because of  the way he shaped 
the Suprem e Cour t , the sam e cour t  
that  rever sed the  ef fects of  Roe v. 
W ade. Accord ing to BioM ed Cen tr al , 
since the rever sal , ?T hese decisions 
have add i t ional ly  im pacted on  access 
to H IV care and suppor t , and 
increased unwan ted/ un in tended 
p regnancies and unsafe abor t ions, al l  
of  wh ich  led  to h igh ly  pol i t i cized 
m ater nal  and neonatal  m or tal i ty  and 
m or bid i ty  outcom es con t inuously

BY PAT RIN A PUN

Staff Writer 

T he Russo-Ukr ain ian  W ar : a war  
that  lacks a real  beginn ing or  end. 
Two nat ions w i th  an  extensive h istor y  
of  host i l i ty  and bloodshed. W ho w i l l  
r i se as the d ist inct  w inner  has yet  to 
be deter m ined. T hough  there has 
been  less of  a m ed ia cover age on  l ive 
telev ision  regard ing the war fare, the 
tension  between  the two nat ions has 
reached new heigh ts. Ukr aine 
con t inues to dem onstr ate thei r  
capabi l i ty  to w i l l f u l ly  stand against  
Russia as they have taken  the 
in i t iat ive towards an  of fensive lead in  
the war. 

D iv ing deeper  in to the in ter nal  
war fare between  the two nat ions, 
Ukr aine has cer tain ly  gained som e 
m om en tum  desp i te other  setbacks. 
Accord ing to CN N , on  Septem ber  17,  
Ukr aine successfu l ly  recap tured a key 
v i l lage near  Bakhm ut, wh ich  has been  
cr i t i cal  to thei r  coun terof fensive 
at tack in  the east. T h is i s cer tain ly  an  
accom pl ishm en t in  thei r  books, but  
Ukr ain ian  Press O f f i cer  O leksandr  
Borod in  claim ed on  l ive telev ision  
that  ?there is noth ing lef t  of  the 
v i l lage of  Andr i ivka,?ind icat ing that  
per haps a ?few basem en ts? m ay be 
lef t . I ndeed, a hard  p i l l  for  civ i l ians to 
swal low as they have noth ing to go 
back to. Fur ther m ore, as of  
Sep tem ber  22, accord ing to the 
Guard ian , Ukr aine launched 

a m issi le at tack on  the headquar ter s 
of  Russia?s Black Sea f leet  in  
Sevastopol , the lar gest ci ty  in  
Cr im ea, Russia. T h is str i ke is an  
ev iden t d isp lay of   Ukr aine?s 
con f idence am idst  the war  and 
vu lner abi l i ty  of  such  v i tal  
in f r astr uctures in  Russia. Ukr ain ian  
of f i cials app laud the at tack , but  claim  
that they st i l l

?[T hey] have a long 
way to go to 
destroy the enemy's 
capabilities?
- CNN

i n  Cr im ea, the or igin  of  the war. 

Un for tunately  for  ever y w in  
Ukr aine has, there w i l l  be a loss to 
coun ter act  i t . Accord ing to CN N , 
wh i le Ukr aine was recap tur ing 
Bakhm ut, Russia str uck Ukr aine?s 
border  regions in  O dessa w i th  
m issi les, unm anned aer ial  veh icles, 
and ar t i l ler y. Agr icu l tur al  land and a 
gr ain  stor age faci l i ty  were the on ly  
th ings repor ted  dam aged am idst  the 
at tack . M oreover, a day later , Russia 
also invaded Ukr aine's nor theaster n  
Khar k iv region  includ ing ci t ies

and v i l lages, but  no casual t ies were 
repor ted . H owever, six civ i l ian  
casual t ies were repor ted  in  the 
southeaster n   Z apor izhzhya region  in  
Ukr aine. Twen ty v i l lages were 
at tacked near ly  a hundred t im es by 
shel l ing. Sim i lar ly, as of  Sep tem ber  
22, Russia also launched a m issi le in  
the cen tr al  Ukr ain ian  ci ty  of  
Krem enchuk, wh ich  in jured  at  least  
31 civ i l ians and k i l led  one. 

O n  a global  scale of  th is war, 
accord ing to CN N , a few weeks ago 
the Un i ted  States N at ional  Secur i ty  
Advisor  Jake Sul l ivan  d iscussed the 
host i le si tuat ion  between  the two 
feud ing nat ions w i th  Ch ina?s Foreign  
M in ister  W ang Yi  in  hopes to gain  
Ch ina?s suppor t  w i th  Ukr aine. 
H owever, Bei j ing has yet  to scale 
back t ies w i th  Russia, and Russia?s 
Presiden t Valdam i r  Put in  was 
recen t ly  per sonal ly  inv i ted  by 
Ch ina?s Presiden t X i  Jinp ing to v isi t  
Ch ina in  O ctober. As a resu l t  of  the 
m eet ing between  the two nat ions, i t  
was claim ed that they p lan  to 
conduct f ur ther  com m un icat ion  in  
the f u ture. Fur ther , N or th  Korea?s 
Presiden t K im  Jong Un  has also 
concluded h is t r ip  f r om  Russia as he 
was gi f ted  a par t ing gi f t  of  a 
bu l letp roof  vest  and a set  of  d rones. 
H owever, i t  st i l l  r em ains unclear  
what was d iscussed between  the two 
nat ions.  

 Un for tunately  for  Russia, for  
ever y al ly  gained, there w i l l  be an  al ly  
lost . Ar m en ia,  one of  Russia?s oldest 
al l ies, had recen t ly  sen t hum an i tar ian  
aid  to Ukr aine for  the f i r st  t im e as 
they har bored a per sonal  d isl i ke for  
Russia because of  thei r  lack of  aid  in  
defend ing Ar m en ia f r om  aggression  
against  Azer bai jan . 

L ast ly, Ukr aine has recen t ly  
shown  consider able ef for t  in  
at tem pt ing to gain  in ter nat ional  
suppor t  and weaponr y. Accord ing to 
CN N , on  Septem ber  22, Canada's 
Pr im e M in ister  Just in  Tr adeau held  a 
bi later al  m eet ing w i th  Ukr aine?s 
Presiden t Volodym y r  Z elensky, af ter  
wh ich  Tr udeau publ icly  announced 
h is suppor t  towards Ukr aine. Since 
Januar y 20 22, Canada has com m i t ted  
sever al  bi l l i on  dol lar s in  suppor t  to 
Ukr aine for  f inancial  and m i l i tar y  
f und ing. Fur ther , accord ing to Slate, 
Z elenskyy t r aveled  to the Un i ted  
States of  Am er ica in  hopes of  f ur ther  
f und ing for  the war  ef for t . H e was 
p rom ised another  package f rom  
Presiden t Joe Biden , but was den ied  
the abi l i ty  to jo in  a jo in t  session  of  
Congress. 

Undoubted ly, th is war  has 
dem onstr ated  both  of  the nat ion?s 
deter m inat ion  in  ascend ing to 
v ictor y  in  th is war. Un t i l  then , 
ci t i zens of  the globe m ust wai t  in  
an t icipat ion  for  the next big update. 

FLICKR
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Br oken  cu r r i cu lu m : 
A P cou r ses ban n ed  

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis speaking before signing Parental Rights in Education Bill

BY KAYL A PIL L O FF

Staff Writer

    Censor sh ip  has been  an  ongoing 
issue in  h igh  schools in  the Un i ted  
States. M ore speci f i cal ly, cer tain  
states have at tem pted to or  
successfu l ly  banned teach ing cer tain  
AP classes whose top ics have been  
deem ed by som e to be con trover sial  
and inappropr iate for  class set t ings. 

O ver  the sum m er, Flor ida 
gover nor  Ron  D eSan t is signed a bi l l  
that  r estr i cts schools f r om  teach ing 
about gender  and sexual i ty. AP 
Psychology, a com m on  AP cour se 
taken  by over  28,0 0 0  Flor ida studen ts 
last  year  accord ing to a statem en t 
released by Col legeBoard , includes 
both  top ics on  gender  and sexual  
iden t i ty. Flor ida d istr i cts said  they 
would  on ly  keep  the cour se i f  Col lege 
Board  rem oved the un i ts that  
d iscussed gender  and sexual i ty. T he 
or gan izat ion  refused, as doing so 
would  go against  thei r  values. ?To 
best p repare these studen ts for  
col lege p lacem en t?  the top ic on  
gender  and sexual  or ien tat ion  w i l l  
con t inue to be requ i red ,? Col lege 
Board  said  in  a statem en t. 

Both  top ics w i l l  st i l l  be included 
on  the end-of -year  cour se exam , and 
censor ing i t  would  deem  Flor ida 
studen ts inel igible for  col lege cred i t . 

 M ore recen t ly, Flor ida?s 
Educat ion  Com m issioner, M anny 
D iaz Jr .  t r ied  to clar i f y  the ban , 
say ing that  teacher s in  Flor ida can  

teach  AP Psych  as long as i t  i s taugh t 
in  an  age-appropr iate way and is 
consisten t w i th  state laws.  H owever, 
af ter  D eSan t is passed the ?Paren tal  
Righ ts in  Educat ion? law m ore 
com m on ly known  as the ?don 't  say 
gay? law, wh ich  restr i cts publ ic school  
teacher s f r om  teach ing about sexual  
or ien tat ion  and gender, m any 
teacher s statew ide are fear fu l  of  
teach ing the cour se as i t  cou ld  cause 
them  legal  t r ouble. T h is accoun ts for  
the reason  why the m ajor i ty  of  
Flor ida coun t ies have op ted out of  
of fer ing the class.

I t?s not just  AP Psychology that  i s 
being banned, though : AP Af r ican  
Am er ican  Stud ies, a new cour se that  
w i l l  be avai lable in  the f al l  of  20 24, 
has st i r r ed  up  lots of  con trover sies. 
T he new class was going to be p i loted  
in  num erous h igh  schools, includ ing 
som e in  Ar kansas th is school  year . I n  
a last  m inute cal l , the Ar kansas 
D epar tm en t of  Educat ion  pu l led  the 
class before the school  year  star ted  
per  Gover nor  Sar ah  H ucabee 
Sander s? request.

I t?s not just  the class being pu l led ; 
m ul t ip le states have used i t  as 
lever age to ban  al l  talk of  r acial  
h istor y. Both  Ar kansas and Flor ida 
have canceled  the class say ing i t  
lacked ?educat ional  value and 
h istor ical  accur acy,? accord ing to a 
statem en t f r om  the Flor ida 
D epar tm en t of  Educat ion . T he 
cour se cover s al l  of  Af r i can  Am er ican  
h istor y, beyond just  slaver y, 

includ ing ar ts, science and 
geogr aphy. 

D esp i te the state's new 
restr i ct ions, som e coun t ies in  
Ar kansas are refusing to put the ban  
in  p lace. For  exam ple, L i t t le Rock w i l l  
of fer  the class desp i te gover nm en t 
in ter ject ions. T he decision  is not 
easy, though , w i th  the state m ak ing 
sure that  the exam  fees w i l l  not  be 
paid  for , and the class m ost l i kely  w i l l  
not  be coun ted for  h igh  school  cred i t . 
N ever theless, L i t t le Rock is 
encour aging studen ts to take i t , 
pay ing for  i ts own  fee waiver s for  the 
exam .

W h i le AP classes being banned is 
gener al ly  a new th ing, i t  i s uncer tain  
whether  i t  w i l l  con t inue to happen . 
Bann ing a cour se l i ke AP Af r ican  
Am er ican  Stud ies w i l l , ?Con t inue the 
sam e  

conver sat ions and p roblem s that the 
Un i ted  States has f aced since the 
found ing? ? said  AP h istor y  teacher  
Jam ie Kim brough-Groves, ?i t?s 
im por tan t to teach  h istor y  th rough  a 
lens other  than  what i s t r ad i t ional ly  
taugh t in  US h istor y  classes.? 

?I  th ink teach ing Psychology 
w i thout m en t ion ing sex is absurd .? 
said  AP Psychology teacher  Penny 
Keune.

Censor sh ip  con t inues to cause an  
ongoing debate between  schools and 
var ious state author i t ies regard ing 
what con ten t can  be included in  thei r  
cour ses. I t  r em ains to p rov ide a 
chal lenge for  those wor k ing in  the 
educat ion  system  as wel l  as 
gover nm en t of f i cials. 

BY N AD IA AUN G
Staff Writer

A new cov id  var ian t  i s on  the 
loose ?  EG.5, n icknam ed Er is, has 
r aised concer ns of  publ ic heal th  
exper ts as th is var ian t  i s m ore 
t r ansm issible or  severe than  p rev ious 
O m icron  sub var ian ts.

Accord ing to N BC N ews, there 
has been  an  up t ick in  COVID -19 cases 
since late June in  the U.S. As the f al l  
season  approaches, thousands of  
peop le are test ing posi t ive, 
hosp i tal i zat ions are increasing, and 
m ask m andates are com ing back.  

Accord ing to Yale M ed icine, 
repor ts have shown  that Er is i s m ore 
con tagious, and has sur passed 
Arctur us, another  h igh ly  con tagious 
subvar ian t  of  O m icron .  
T he W or ld  H eal th  O r gan izat ion  
(W H O ) has classi f ied  Er is as a 
?var ian t  of  in terest ,? m ean ing 
coun tr ies should  m on i tor  th is one 
m ore closely  than  past var ian ts 
because of  m utat ions that  cou ld  
m ake i t  m ore con tagious or  severe.  
Accord ing to the Cen ter s for  D isease 
Con trol  and Preven t ion  (CD C) data, 
Er is i s the top  str ain  ci r cu lat ing in  the 
U.S., causing 22% of  cases over  the last  
two weeks of  August. 

As studen ts are retur n ing to 
school  th is year , the num ber s of  cases 
are r i sing and adm in istr ator s are 
concer ned.  Accord ing to W T O P 
N ews, an  elem en tar y school  p r incipal  
in  M ar y land m andated sever al  days 
of  m ask ing for  a class of  
k inder gar tener s where four  peop le 
tested  posi t ive.  T he gover nor  of  N ew 
Yor k also announced a p lan  to 
d istr ibute f r ee N 95 and KN 95 m asks 
to schools th is f al l .  Som e souther n  
states l i ke Texas and Alabam a are 
requ i r ing the use of  m asks as cases 
there con t inue to m ul t ip ly.         T he 
South  Texas I ndependen t School  
D istr i ct  tem por ar i ly  closed the four th  
week of  August due to the num erous 
in fect ions repor ted .

"People are 
disgusting and need 
to wash their hands 
and take care of 
themselves."
-  Elena Nguyen 

DOUGLAS CLIFFORD
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As of  late Septem ber, no m ask 
m andate requ i rem en t has ar r ived at  
Q O ; however, there seem  to be a 
num ber  of  peop le cal l ing in  sick .  
Eden  W h i tm an  is a new staf f  
m em ber  at  Q O  in  the heal th  w ing 
and is knowledgeable in  th is top ic.  
?W e?ve def in i tely  seen  a r i se in  cases, 
and we?re seeing i t  m ore in  cer tain  
groups l i ke in  cer tain  clubs,? said  
W h i tm an .  T h is year , the 
D epar tm en t of  H eal th  (H H S) is 
t r eat ing COVID  procedures a bi t  
d i f feren t ly.  ?T he H H S is not 
requ i r ing us to do test ing at  school , 
to give out COVID  tests, to p rov ide 
studen ts w i th  m asks, and also, they?re 
not requ i red  to tel l  us ei ther  so we 
don?t have an  exact coun t of  cases,? 
said  W h i tm an .

Accord ing to a sophom ore who 
w ished to rem ain  anonym ous, they 
have not iced a lar ge am oun t of  
sicknesses going around school .  ?I  
th ink i t 's because of  f lu  season . m ore 
studen ts are gett ing sick and that 's 
why cases are r i sing.  Ever yone is 
gett ing sick going back to school  due 
to being around a lot  of  peop le and 
because of  that , there are a lot  of  
ger m s being spread,? said  the studen t.

"You were around groups of  
peop le l i ke your  f am i ly, and your  
f r iends for  sum m er  break, spend ing 
a lot  of  t im e outside, and now you?re 
inside these wal ls again  and ever yone 
is together  and we got al l  these m ixes 
of  peop le com ing f rom  d i f feren t 
p laces, so i t  m akes sense that COVID  
would  be on  the r i se,? said  W h i tm an .

W h i tm an  states that  p reven t ive 
care is always easier  than  once you?re 
sick .  ?I f  som ebody is p resen t ing w i th  
cold  sym ptom s, I  th ink that  they 
should  absolu tely  wear  a m ask to 
school , i t?s not requ i red  but I  th ink 
i t 's just  com m on  decency at  th is 
poin t .  H aving hom e cov id  tests i s 
also a good idea,? said  W h i tm an . 

Sophom ore Elena N guyen  
bel ieves that  stay ing heal thy and 
regu lar  hand wash ing is the best way 
to p reven t the spread of  v i r uses. 
?Peop le are d isgust ing and need to 
wash  thei r  hands and take care of  
them selves,? said  N guyen .

T he CD C recom m ends stay ing 
up  to date w i th  COVID -19 vaccines, 
im prov ing ven t i lat ion  and spend ing 
t im e outdoor s, stay ing hom e i f  
sym ptom s occur, and avoid ing 
con tact  w i th  peop le suspected or  
con f i r m ed to have COVID .

http://qohsjournalism.wordpress.com
http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com


were aware of  com plain ts p r ior  to the 
p rom ot ion ; whether  any such  
com plain ts were appropr iately  
invest igated ; what, i f  any, act ions 
M CPS took in  response to those 
com plain ts; and whether  those 
com plain ts af fected  the p rom ot ion   
p rocess."
A sum m ar y of  the repor t  stated  that  
m ul t ip le m em ber s of  the 
adm in istr at ion , who were par t  of  the 
p rom ot ion  p rocess, d id  not ?inqu i re 
about the speci f i c nature of  the 
al legat ions against  Beid lem an  
includ ing thei r  d isposi t ion .? T he 
repor t  sum m ar y also stated  that  
those sam e adm in istr ator s ?fai led  to 
take any rem edial  act ion  or  p rom pt ly  
not i f y  the Board  once   they knew 
speci f i c detai ls about the al legat ions.? 

Key m em ber s of  the school  
system ?s leader sh ip  lear ned 
 detai ls about the invest igat ion  by 
Ju ly  19 but d id  not share that  
in for m at ion  w i th  the Board  un t i l  
August 4. T here is no ev idence that 
the Board  was aware of  the pend ing 
invest igat ion , the d isposi t ion  of  the 
invest igat ion , or  any other  al legat ions 
relat ing to Beid lem an  before h is 
p rom ot ion  on  June 23. 

T he repor t  also found that 
?al though  the d istr i ct  r eceived m any 
in for m al  com plain ts against  
Beid lem an , i t  invest igated  on ly  the 
claim s of  m isconduct f i led  to the 
cen tr al  of f i ce on  a speci f i c for m  and 
ignored the rest ,? said  T he Post. T he 
school  d istr i ct  ignored m ul t ip le 
anonym ous com plain ts because they  
weren 't  ?for m al  com plain ts? 

3 N EW S   T H E  PR OW L ER O CT O BER 6, 20 23

Pain t  B r an ch  p r i n ci p al  on  l eave af ter  m u l t i p l e 
sex u al  assau l t  al l egat i on s
BY M AGGIE BRADY

Staff Writer

Farquhar  M idd le School  
p r incipal  Joel  Beid lem an  was 
p rom oted to p r incipal  of  Pain t  
Br anch  H igh  School  in  June of  20 23, 
desp i te M CPS receiv ing six 
com plain ts about h is behavior  in  the 
past year . I n  total , M CPS has 
received at  least  18 repor ts of  
wor kp lace abuse or  har assm en t 
against  Beid lem an . T hese repor ts 
included a ?patter n  of  har assm en t, 
th reats, r etal iat ion , wor kp lace 
bu l ly ing and other  inappropr iate 
conduct spann ing at  least  12 year s 
across th ree cam puses,? accord ing to 
an  invest igat ion  by T he W ash ington  
Post that  brough t th is stor y  to the 
publ ic th is sum m er. 

Accord ing to the Post, these 
repor ts f i r st  cam e in  20 16, but M CPS 
d id  not begin  an  invest igat ion  in to 
Beid lem an  un t i l  20 20 , wh ich  is when  
the school  d istr i ct  found that he d id  
not v iolate thei r  sexual  m isconduct 
pol i cy. Pr ior  to h is p rom ot ion , 
Beid lem an  wor ked as an  assistan t 
p r incipal  at  Rober to Clem en te, 
L akelands Par k , and as p r incipal  at  
Farquhar  M idd le School , where m ost 
of  the repor ts stem  f rom . 

Teacher s and paren ts have m ade 
claim s that Beid lem an  m ade 
inappropr iate com m en ts towards 
them  and thei r  ch i ld ren . ?D ur ing two 
Jan . 31, 20 18, assem bl ies for  seven th -  
and eigh th -gr ade studen ts and staf f , 

Beid lem an  lam en ted that Farquhar  
gi r ls were dressing and act ing  ?l i ke 
hos and thots,?' accord ing to T he 
Post. M ul t ip le staf f  m em ber s lef t  
thei r  jobs because ?he ber ated , 
hum i l iated  or  yel led  at  staf f  
f r equen t ly.? 

D esp i te num erous repor ts 
accum ulat ing over  sever al  year s, 
M CPS d id  not of f i cial ly  put  h im  on  a 
leave of  absence un t i l  June of  20 23, 
af ter  T he Post began  ask ing quest ions 
about the al legat ions due to 
Beid lem an?s p rom ot ion . 

Since then , M CPS has h i red  
at tor neys to conduct independen t 
in ter nal  invest igat ions, in  wh ich  
invest igator s in ter v iewed near ly  60  
cur ren t and for m er  em ployees and 
col lected  m ore than  30 ,0 0 0  
docum en ts. T he Board  of  Educat ion  
had invest igator s look in to ?whether  
sen ior  M CPS per sonnel  received or  

T he Prowler th an k s ou r  p atr on s f or  th ei r  gen er ou s su p p or t !
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 subm i t ted  on  the p roper  paper wor k . 
T hese f ind ings ?detai l  sign i f i can t and 
troubl ing f ai lu res by sen ior  
m anagem en t in  M CPS,? said  Kar la 
Si lvestre, p residen t of  the 
M on tgom er y Coun ty Board  of  
Educat ion . 

T he fai lu res by sen ior  
m anagem en t ?f i ts w i th  the patter n  
that  a lot  of  peop le bel ieve th is i s not  
the f i r st  t im e that th is has happened,? 
said  Coun ty Execut ive M arc Elr i ch  n  
an  in ter v iew w i th  W T O P N ews. 

As for  what?s next, M CPS
Super in tenden t M on i f a M cKn igh t 
said  in  a statem en t to W T O P: ?In  the 
com ing days, I ?l l  be announcing a 
ser ies of  sw i f t  and im m ediate act ions 
I ?l l  be p repared to take to ensure 
accoun tabi l i ty. I  w i l l  also be wor k ing 
closely  w i th  m y team  to develop  a 
com prehensive cor rect ive act ion  
p lan , as d i rected  by the Board .?

T hese f ind ings 
?detai l  
sign i f i can t and 
troubl ing 
f ai lu res by 
sen ior  
m anagem en t in  
M CPS.?
- Karla Silvestre

http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com.
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T h e Gr eat  Resign at i on  an d  T h e Gr eat  
Ref l ect i on

TIVIAN

BY CH RIST IAN  L EE

Staff Writer

T he Great Resignat ion , also 
known  as the Big Q ui t , was a 
pandem ic phenom enon  in  wh ich  
m i l l ions of  em p loyees volun tar i ly  
qu i t  thei r  jobs in  a m ass exodus.  
Al though  COVID -19 was, in  som e 
m easure, a st im ulus for  a record  
num ber  of  r esignat ions in  the U.S., 
m any other  p roblem s factored in to 
em ployees? search  for  bet ter  wor k ing 
cond i t ions.

W or ker s were d issat isf ied  w i th  
tox ic wor kp lace cu l tures, lack of  
benef i ts, and the wor k- l i fe im balance 
that cam e w i th  thei r  career s.  For  a 
br ief  per iod  in  20 20 , when  the 
pandem ic  began  posing an  
uncer tain ty  about the f u ture of  
em p loym en t, m ost em ployees held  
on to thei r  jobs.  H owever, th is 
d r ast ical ly  changed in  20 21, when  
stay-at-hom e order s gave wor ker s the 
t im e to reconsider  the cur ren t state 
of  thei r  occupat ions.  T h is t r end 
con t inued in to the fol low ing year  
where, accord ing to the Bureau of  
L abor  Stat ist i cs, r ough ly  50 .5 m i l l ion  
peop le qu i t  thei r  jobs in  20 22 
com pared to 47.7 m i l l ion  that  qu i t  in  
20 21.  

T h is increase in  job open ings 
p rom pted em ployer s to take act ion  
and reinven t the wor k space.  T hey 
had to lear n  the hard  way that thei r  
em p loyees were not as loyal  as they 
had though t, and that peop le were 

en ter ing a new age of  im provem en t 
and ref lect ion  that  was once though t 
im possible.

M any em ployer s m axim ized job 
benef i ts, increased pay, and 
im proved wor k ing cond i t ions.  As a 
resu l t , em p loyer s are w i tnessing a 
sign i f i can t decrease in  job qu i ts in  
20 23, where as of  Ju ly, job open ings 
have lowered to on ly  8.8 m i l l ion .

W hat em er ged f rom  the Great 
Resignat ion  becam e known  as the 
Great Ref lect ion , a ter m  wh ich  
appear s to have f i r st  been  used by 
For bes on  August 9, 20 22.  T he Great 
Resignat ion  is a per iod  of  
in trospect ion  in  wh ich  peop le m ust 
decide what the f u ture of  thei r  
career s w i l l  look l i ke. 

H ere at  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , we received insigh t in to 
d i f feren t teacher s? v iews on  the Great 
Resignat ion .  Al l  th ree teacher s 
agreed that pandem ic phenom enon  
d idn?t d i rect ly  af fect  thei r  l i ves, 
al though  v i r tual  r estr i ct ions d id .  

?M ost teacher s stuck th rough  
[v i r tual  lear n ing], and m any of  m y 
f r iends who wor ked in  the 
gover nm en t had no choice but to 
con t inue wor k ing,? said  Engl ish  
teacher  Kr ist i  M angan .  ?I  do 
under stand why ser v ice wor ker s lef t  
?  they were exposed to unheal thy 
cond i t ions, and that for ced peop le to 
ref lect  on  thei r  jobs.?

Science teacher  L isa Shor t  added 
that changing jobs in  the m idd le of  
the pandem ic, for  her , was ?f inancial  
su icide,? and that al though  bu i ld ing 

v i r tual  m odules was d i f f i cu l t  for  m ost 
teacher s, the suppor t  of  the science 
depar tm en t m ade i t  extrem ely 
reward ing.  She bel ieves wor ker s are 
now ?p ick ier ? about thei r  jobs, as wel l  
as ?resi l ien t? and ?th ink ing outside 
the box.?

Add i t ional ly, social  stud ies 
resource teacher  Jam ie 
Kim brough-Groves stated  that  the 
Great Resignat ion  m ade a long 
last ing im pact on  m i l lenn ials, 
shap ing the way they approach  wor k .  
?I f  we should  lear n  any th ing f rom  
[the Great Resignat ion], i t?s to take 
care of  our selves and p r ior i t i ze our  
heal th ,? she said .

W h i le these teacher s strongly  
bel ieve that  reevaluat ing job 
cond i t ions is key to ref lect ing on  the 
Great Resignat ion , they also 

acknowledge that there is not m uch  
to reconsider  about Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  due to i ts strong sense of  
com m un i ty.

?I  love wor k ing w i th  studen ts and 
love seeing studen t growth ,? said  
K im brough-Groves.

M angan  added, ?I  love that  
studen ts are ver y dr iven  and 
conscien t ious.  And I  love the school  
adm in istr at ion  because they?re so 
suppor t ive.?

Al though  the Great Resignat ion  
has af fected  al l  walks of  l i f e, we can  
hope that Q uince O rchard  rem ains 
the sam e in  that  we con t inual ly  foster  
a sense of  belonging and com m un i ty  
for  both  studen ts and staf f .

K E E P I  N  G   U  P   W  I  T  H    T  H  E 

BY PAT RIN A PUN
Staff Writer 

W elcom e back, Cougar s! 
Featured here is our  colum n  
h igh l igh t ing im por tan t even ts 
and the inside scoop at  Q O , so 
that  you can  Keep Up W i th  the 
Kougar s! 

N EW  PO L I CI ES AT  
Q U I N CE 
O RCH A RD  FO R 
O U R N EW  
SCH O O L  YEA R 

W ith  the new incom ing 
school  year , Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  has now  
incor por ated a new attendance 
pol icy. Any th ing m ore than  ten  
consecut ive unexcused absences 
w i l l  r esu l t  in  an  autom at ic 
unen rol lm en t f r om  school .  
For tunately, studen ts st i l l  have 
the abi l i ty  to re-en rol l  back in to 
the sam e school  af ter wards, but 
i t  i s cer tain ly  an  ad justm en t for  
al l . 

Fur ther , Q uince O rchard  has 
also rein forced the at tendance 
pol icy r u le of  in for m ing our  
at tendance secretar y Stephan ie 
Br ad ley regard ing an  absence at  
least  th ree days p r ior . Also, any 
absence that i s m ore than  th ree 
consecut ive school  days requ i res 
a doctor ?s note or  an  add i t ional  
docum en tat ion  that  m ust be 
approved by the school  to be 
excused. 

L ast ly, a new schedule has 

 also been  in troduced to both  Q uince 
O rchard?s staf f  and studen ts. I nstead 
of  Cougar s Connect and Q O T V 
being on  separ ate days and eat ing 
away im per at ive teach ing hour s, 
Cougar s Connect  and Q O T V are 
now con joined in to one block ever y 
Fr iday im m ediately  fol low ing the 
th i r d  per iod . T h is ensures less 
instr uct ional  t im e is being taken  
away each  week and fewer  week ly  
schedule changes. 

T RO U BL E I N  
PAVED  PA RA D I SE 
W I T H  Q U I N CE 
O RCH A RD  
PA RK I N G L O T ? 

Kick ing of f  the new school  year , a 
new round of  both  jun ior s and 
sen ior s have put thei r  f r esh ly  new 
l i censes to use. H owever, a few 
com plain ts have ar isen  f rom  the 
upperclassm en  regard ing the par k ing 
si tuat ion  at  Q O . W hether  i t  be the 
drop-of f  lanes or  secur ing a par k ing 
spot, the m or n ing car  l ines have been  
extrem ely t im e-consum ing, to say 
the least . 

O ne of  the m any reasons for  
such  a delay is the add i t ion  of  new 
por tables that  has consum ed 
prev ious teacher  par k ing spots, so 
som e studen t spots had to be 
conver ted  to teacher  spots. As a 
resu l t , studen ts m ust now dr ive even  
far ther  in  the lot  just  to get a spot, 
causing a slowdown . 

Com bined w i th  str i ct  secur i ty  
regu lat ing m or n ing and af ter noon  
depar ture and the f act  that  there are 
on ly  two en tr ances in to the par k ing 
lot , the si tuat ion  has p roven  to be an  
issue for  som e studen ts. Sen ior  Edd ie 
Bedore 

 regarded th is si tuat ion  as 

"ridiculous and 
completely unfair."
-Eddie Bedore 

Before receiv ing h is par k ing pass, 
Bedore par ked at  Q O  and claim ed i t  
took h im  ?over  20  m inutes to en ter  
the par k ing lot .?

H e ar gues that  ?adm in  cr i t i cizes... 
studen ts for  being late and does l i t t le 
to m ake the par k ing lot  m uch  m ore 
ef f i cien t .?

Add i t ional ly, accord ing to 
Bedore, sen ior s w i th  hal f  days are 
being told  to par k at  Safeway. H e says 
being forced to par k at  Safeway has 
m ade h im  late to h is M on tgom er y 
Col lege class m ul t ip le t im es. 

Because of  l im i ted  space, 
however, there is on ly  so m uch  that 
can  be done. 

Assistan t Pr incipal  Ed i th  L ee says 
that  studen ts can  help  m i t igate 
par k ing lot  woes by car pool ing, 
ar r iv ing ear ly, and "m ak ing sure they 
abide by al l  the par k ing per m i t  r u les."

ST U D EN T  
H I GH L I GH T  O F 
T H E M O N T H : 

Im agine balancing theatre and 
academ ics. N ot too bad, r igh t? N ow 
th row in  being both  a studen t 
d i rector  and p residen t of  Q uince 
O rchard  T heatre, wh i le juggl ing 
m ul t ip le r igorous AP classes and 
other  extr acur r icu lar  act iv i t ies. D o 
you th ink you cou ld  do i t  now? 

Cather ine Br ady, a sen ior  at  
Q uince O rchard  H igh  School , has 
cer tain ly  dem onstr ated  her  
capabi l i ty  of  being an  involved 
studen t over  the year s th rough  
theatre and her  stud ies. 

D ue to her  passion  for  theatre, 
Br ady typ ical ly  wor ks on  stage by 
star r ing in  lead roles in  var ious p lays 
such  as ?T he 25th  Annual  Putnam  
Coun ty Spel l ing Bee? or  ?N ewsies.? 

H owever, m ore recen t ly  she has 
taken  a step  back f rom  being in  the 
cast  and sh i f ted  her  focus towards 
new responsibi l i t ies.

W i th  her  new role as studen t 
d i rector , she now deals w i th  
rehear sal , the aud i t ion  panel , cast ing 
ideas, and any sor t  of  suppor t  for  the 
adu l t  creat ive team . She descr ibes 
the posi t ion  as ?d i f feren t, yet  cool .?

D esp i te her  theatr ical  
ach ievem en ts, juggl ing such  a role 
can  be qu i te dem and ing, especial ly  
w i th  academ ics in  the p icture. N ot 
on ly  has Br ady chal lenged her sel f  to 
tak ing 4 APs th is year , put t ing her  
total  to 10  AP classes, she is also an  
act ive m em ber  in  num erous honor  
societ ies includ ing M u Alpha T heta 
H onor  Society, T r i -M  M usic H onor  
Society, N at ional  H onor  Society, and 
Rho Khappa. 

 W i th  such  a busy schedule on  
her  hands as wel l , t im e m anagem en t 
i s essen t ial  in  order  to balance her  
passion  and stud ies. Br ady claim s 
the m ethod beh ind  juggl ing such  a 
load  i s to ?know when  you can  wor k 
on  cer tain  th ings and essen t ial ly  
al locate t im e for  academ ics.? T hough  
th ings can  get sl igh t ly  over whelm ing 
for  the sen ior , Br ady con t inues to 
successfu l ly  m anage her  t im e and set 
an  im pressive standard  for  other s. 
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Sn eak  Peek  i n to th e W or ld  of  L at i n  Cu l tu r e
By DAVID  GUEVARA

Staff Writer

T he school  year  i s f inal ly  
under way ! W i th  the new school  year  
beginn ing there are m any other  
th ings also beginn ing w i th  Q O , l i ke 
school  spor ts and school  clubs. But 
Q O  also l i kes to celebr ate a var iety  of  
cu l tur al  m on ths. Em br acing these 
d i f feren t cu l tures to help  thei r  
studen ts feel  m ore com for table and 
represen ted. H ispan ic H er i tage 
M on th  being the f i r st  of  m any 
cu l tur al  m on ths that  i s celebr ated  at  
Q O  th roughout the school  year . 

O n  Septem ber  15, H ispan ic 
H er i tage M on th  began , giv ing an  
oppor tun i ty  for  L at ino cu l ture to be 
expressed and shown  m ore exp l ici t ly  
to the school  com m un i ty. A way to 
real ly  celebr ate H ispan ic cu l tures is 
to under stand the th ings that  are 
em phasized w i th in  som e coun tr ies' 
cu l tures and the d i f ferences and 
sim i lar i t ies that  they have w i th  other  
H ispan ic coun tr ies and as wel l  as why 
they do what they do. 

Food, l i ke m ost other  cu l tures, i s 
one of  the m ost im por tan t th ings, i f  
not  the m ost im por tan t th ing, in  
H ispan ic and L at ino cu l ture. W i th  so 
m any d i f feren t types of  d ishes and 
foods l i ke tam ales, pupusas, tacos, 
ench i ladas, car ne asada, em panadas, 
p ico de gal lo, and m any m ore. Al l  the 
L at ino coun tr ies typ ical ly  have thei r  
own  sp in  on  the d i f feren t d ishes and 
som e that are m ore popular  than  
other s. 

I n  Bol iv ia, one of  the m ost 
com m on  and popular  d ishes there is 
?si lpancho.''

?[ I t?s] a cer tain  type of  si r lo in  that  
i s f lat tened up  and tender ized. T hen  
they put i t  in to the f r yer , and i t  
com es out as a sh r iveled  p iece of  
m eat,? said  sen ior  El i jah  Ter an , who is 
f r om  Bol iv ia. 

H e also m en t ioned another  d ish  
cal led  ?sal teña de car ne,'' wh ich  is a 
pastr y  f i l led  w i th  beef  or  por k and is 
m ixed w i th  a sp icy and sweet sauce. 

T h is speci f i cal ly  i s ver y sim i lar  to 
what som e L at ino coun tr ies cal l  
em panadas; depend ing on  the 
coun tr y, the em panadas con tain  
d i f feren t ingred ien ts w i th in  them . 
L ike in  Guatem ala, there are two 
ver sions of  em panadas: there is one 
w i th  ch icken , peas, and car rots, wh i le 
the other  i s sweet and f i l led  w i th  
custard . 

Another  d ish  that  var ies across 
L at in  Am er ican  coun tr ies is 
ench i ladas, m ost notably  f r om  
M exican  cu l ture. T hei r  ench i ladas 
are cor n  tor t i l las that  w r ap  around 
cheese and ch icken , baked w i th  red  
sauce and cheese, wh i le Puer to Rican  
ench i ladas con tain  red  beans w i th  
tom ato sauce, M exican  cheese, and 
d i f feren t types of  greens.

Another  im por tan t par t  w i th in  
H ispan ic cu l ture is the cloth ing. I n  
Per u, for  instance, they wear  ?Inca 
cloth ing,? said  sen ior  Ryan  H ansen , 
who is Per uv ian . H e also descr ibed 
that, t r ad i t ional ly, the m en  wear  ?a 
band of  cloth  around thei r  waist? and 
wom en  wear  ?long cotton  dresses.? 

Sim i lar ly, in  Guatem ala thei r  
t r ad i t ional  cloth ing com es f rom  
som e nat ive t r ibes, M ayan - insp i red  
cloth ing cal led  ?tr aje,? said  Jun ior  
D an iel la Cr uz. Being f rom  
Guatem ala, she descr ibed the 
cloth ing as ?br igh t  and color f u l? and 
m ade typ ical ly  f r om  cotton .

Another  popular  and em br aced 
par t  of  H ispan ic her i tage is the m usic 
and the dancing, w i th  the m ost 
popular  for m s of  dancing being 
?Salsa, Bachata, M erengue, Cum bia, 
Pachanga, and Tango,? accord ing to 
Teh r an . H e also m en t ioned popular  
types of  m usic that  are sim i lar  to the 
dances, w i th  an  add i t ional  sty le 
notably  known  in  M exico cal led  
?M ar iach i .?

T he last , but  not  least , th ing that  
shou ld  be known  about H ispan ic 
cu l ture is the love they have for  thei r  
r espect ive spor ts, the m ain  spor t  in  
m ost H ispan ic coun tr ies being 
f ú tbol , also known  as soccer. 
 

I n  other  H ispan ic coun tr ies l i ke 
Puer to Rico and D om in ican  
Republ ic, basebal l  i s the m ost 
popular  spor t . 

T here are a lot  m ore custom s 
and d i f ferences in  each  ind iv idual  
coun tr y, as wel l  as sim i lar i t ies, but  
th is i s just  a sneak peak to H ispan ic 
cu l ture and the w ide var iety  i t  br ings. 
W i th  H ispan ic H er i tage M on th

com ing to an  end on  O ct 13, Q O  has 
a few m ore act iv i t ies lef t  p lanned to 
celebr ate i t . Today Q O  is giv ing the 
oppor tun i ty  for  studen ts to break 
p inatas dur ing lunch  and on  the last  
day of  H ispan ic H er i tage M on th  
there is a Q uinceañer a day. Be sure 
to be there and celebr ate H ispan ic 
Cul ture w i th  us!

H ap py H om ecom in g, Cou gar s! 

Teachers Oliver Llewellyn, M egan Cooley-Klein , and Kristi M angan participating in Pajama 
Day and Twin Day for H omecoming spirit week.  

BY M O L LY RUBM AN

Staff Writer 

Footbal l  gam es have begun , the 
ai r  i s get t ing ch i l ly, hom ewor k is 
p i l ing up , f ive teacher s assign  tests on  
the sam e day, and your  f r iends are 
gett ing busy w i th  spor ts and 
extr acur r icu lar s; H om ecom ing 
season  is upon  us once again . 
H om ecom ing is a t im e for  our  school  
to com e together  as a com m un i ty  
and celebr ate the star t  of  the new 
school  year . Schools across Am er ica 
par t i cipate in  th is annual  t r ad i t ion , 
hold ing sp i r i t  weeks and dances for  
the studen ts. Engl ish  L anguage 
D evelopm en t teacher  M ad lynn  Bard  
has been  p lann ing the dance w i th  the 
SGA and Brown  and Ashm an . ?I  th ink 
that  by being m ore inclusive of  other  
peop le, th is year ?s H om ecom ing is 
going to br ing us together ,? Bard  said . 

T h is year , Q O  w i l l  be nom inat ing 
and vot ing studen ts for  H om ecom ing 
royal ty, wh ich  took p lace dur ing 
Cougar s Connect. Aside f rom  
H om ecom ing royal ty, Q O  has a lot  of  
other  t r ad i t ions for  th is even t. T he 
fest iv i t ies star ted  yesterday w i th  the 
hal lway decor at ion  com pet i t ion : each  
gr ade got assigned a them e to 
decor ate thei r  hal lway w i th  and 
com peted for  who decor ated  i t  the 
best. T h is year , we are going back in  
t im e to the 60 s for  the f reshm en , 70 s 
for  the sophom ores, 80 s for  the 
jun ior s, and the 90 s for  the sen ior s. ?I  
th ink jun ior s w i l l  w in  hom ecom ing 
hal lways!? said  jun ior  Soph ie Bee, the 
Class of  20 25 Vice Presiden t. 

And based on  past exper ience, 
her  p red ict ion  is p robably  r igh t : for  
the past two year s, the jun ior  class 
has won  the hal lway decor at ing 
con test . W e w i l l  see i f  that  legacy 
con t inues today when  the w inner s 
get announced at  the pep  r al ly  before 
the H om ecom ing gam e. Q O  is up  
against  Seneca Val ley for  our  ?L igh ts 
O ut? gam e ton igh t, so wear  al l  b lack 
and com e w i th  sp i r i t  and Cougar  
p r ide. O nce the gam e is over  and the 
clock h i ts 12:0 0  AM  ton igh t, 
H om ecom ing day w i l l  of f i cial ly  have 
begun . 

T he r ush  of  adrenal ine you get 
put t ing your  m akeup on , doing your  
hai r , zipp ing up  your  d ress, or  
f r an t ical ly  ty ing that  t ie, i s how you 
know H om ecom ing is about to 
com m ence. Som e peop le go on  a 
date and other s go w i th  f r iends, but  
no m atter  who you go w i th  you can  
have an  awesom e t im e celebr at ing 
school  sp i r i t . T he school  p rov ides a 
dance? usual ly  held  in  the cour tyard  
or  the gym ? f i l led  w i th  decor, food, 
and awesom e m usic f r om  a D J. T h is 
year , t i ckets cost  $25. 

W hen  asked what her  f avor i te 
th ing about hom ecom ing was, jun ior  
M aren  Bol l in i  said , ?Going out w i th  
m y f r iends, hav ing d inner, and 
dressing up .? 
 ?I  love hav ing f un  w i th  ever yone!? 
Jun ior  Brooke Youm ans added. 

Ly la H olstein , a represen tat ive for  
the class of  20 25, i s ver y exci ted  for  
the school  dance. ?I  th ink i t 's r eal ly  
f un  to suppor t  the school  and the 
dance is a good oppor tun i ty  to get 
involved,? H olstein  says.

 
O n  the other  hand, al though  the 
school  puts so m uch  ef for t  in to 
creat ing an  am azing dance, m any 
studen ts choose not to at tend. 

Sophom ore El la Blaine reasons 
that she th inks, ?I t  i s becom ing less 
com m on  for  the studen ts to at tend 
the school  dance because i t 's becom e 
the nor m  for  each  group  of  f r iends to 
do thei r  own  th ing instead of  al l  
com ing together  and hav ing a good 
t im e,? she said .

Peop le have becom e m ore 
social ly  d iv ided and close w i th  thei r  
speci f i c groups, poten t ial ly  as a resu l t  
of  COVID . 

N ever theless, i t  doesn?t m atter  
where you are or  who you?re w i th , as 
long as you are hav ing a good t im e 
and en joy ing your sel f . H appy 
H om ecom ing and Q O  hopes to see 
you there tom or row n igh t.

MOLLY RUBMAN MOLLY RUBMAN

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

FLICKR/HARRY D. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

FLICKR
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By SOPHIA LEE & ELISHA SENGA

M I N OR I T Y  SCH OL A R S PR O GR A M

CI R CL E  OF  F R I E N D S

A F R I CA N  ST U D E N T  U N I ON

FA M I L I E S 4  FA M I L I E S

B L A CK  ST U D E N T  U N I ON

K I T S T O  H E A R T

A relatively new club, Families 4 Families, is coming back for its second year at QO to continue serving the community. The 
club partners with The Lollipop Kids Foundation to provide food to local families who have children with disabilities. Families 4 
Families? club president senior Elesia Dell?Orfano says: ?Our ultimate goal for the club is to release the stress off the parents to 
provide food for that week. We want to help support families in need and bring some joy to the kids with goodies and notes in the 
food bags.? The club holds food drops, where members drop off food, pack it up, and drive it over to The Lollipop Kids Foundation, 
where they then get to gift it directly to the families. Families 4 Families not only supports community members, but also 
members of the club itself. ?It has allowed me to gain leadership skills and confidence to talk, lead, and organize,? says 
Dell?Orfano. She encourages QO students to join this club to aid people in need because ?seeing the impact and joy it leaves on 
these families makes you feel really good after.? To become a member, join the Remind by texting the code @43cb3d8 to 81010. 
For more information, talk to the club sponsor, Ms.Bru, in room 321.

Circle of Friends is making a comeback this year for a great cause. After the absence of this 
club last year, the club?s president, junior Charlotte Nash, wanted to restart it to help out a part 
of the community that she cares deeply about. Circle of Friends makes thoughtful cards with 
nice messages and pictures for residents in nursing homes in order to put a smile on their faces. 
?Our goal is to try and make the situation they are going through better and to show how much 
they are loved,? Nash says. All students are welcome to join this club here at QO, and Nash 
encourages them to do so because ?it is a fun and easy activity that goes towards a good cause.? 
Students can earn SSL hours through this club just by taking the time to share a little kindness. 
Text the Remind code @cofqo to 81010 to join Circle of Friends, or talk to their sponsor Mr. 
Dimmick.

The Minority Scholars Program was founded in 2005 at Walter Johnson HS to discuss 
various issues facing minority groups including race (ethnicity), religion, sexual 
orientation, and disabilities. in Montgomery County. The club is a student-led 
association; therefore, discussions, plans, and ideas will be made by students.  ?More 
people should join this school year for change in QO,? says  MSP secretary, Junior Kamsi 
Iheme. MSP aims to fix the problems of minority groups in QO go through, and organize 
dances, food, and activities for the students at our school for Hispanic Heritage Month, 
Asian Heritage Month, Pride Month, and Black History Month. The club needs a large 
student body at our school. You can prepare for college, earn scholarships, summer 
internships, and lots of SSL. Towards the end of the year, MSP has a retreat in a school 
that includes a concert, cultural dances, poems, step teams, and free food and drinks. 
Meetings take place during lunch every other Tuesday. You can join today on Remind 
@mspqohs

The Black Student Union is a black-cultivated club at QO. Black students meet every other Thursday in Room 326 
to form a safe place for Black students at our school.  At each meeting snacks, pizza, and drinks are provided as 
students discuss racism, colorism, police brutality, injustice, and systemic racism. Senior Oceane Galamo, the SGA 
liaison this school year, says she hopes ?more black/ brown students sign up for leadership positions.? During Black 
History Month in February, club members join together to share ideas on arrangements for a fashion show that 
includes street fashion, traditional African clothes, poems, spirit week, and singers. This assembly takes place during 
Cougars Connect. Any active member can be a part of the spread of Black culture and problems to the entire school. 
BSU is currently looking for underclassmen who are willing to participate in leadership.  If you want to make a 
difference, join today @qobsu on Remind.

Another great club to look out for at QO is Kits to Heart. The club is 
starting up its second year to continue making the lives of struggling 
children in our community a little bit brighter. Kits to Heart supports 
local kids with cancer by making friendship bracelets and cards for them 
to spread a little love. Kits to Heart?s social media leader, junior Brooke 
Youmans, says ?the ultimate goal is to brighten the kids' day.?  Youmans 
encourages students to become a part of Kits to Heart because ?doing 
little things like making cards and friendship bracelets can make a big 
impact in these kids? lives.? Simple acts can make such a difference in 
the lives of kids who may be dealing with unfortunate situations. ?I am 
proud to be a part of this club and help participate in making people 
happy,? Youmans adds. To join Kits to Heart, text the Remind code 
@qokits to 81010, and meetings will be held in room 340 with Ms.Miller.

The African Student Union was formed only last year, bringing all people of African and Afro-Caribbean descent to 
celebrate the continent's culture and diversity. During meetings, snacks, and drinks are shared in group discussions. 
The leaders create slides for meetings on topics including skin bleaching and colorism, and  games such as ?Guess the 
Afrobeat song? and ?Who has the best Jollof??  ASU also has a dance team that club members can try out for. ASU and 
BSU come together during Black History Month to form the fashion show and are always in need of club members 
willing to model traditional African clothes. (You can bring your own from home!) Leadership positions for this club 
are currently open.  One of the two presidents, Junior Ivanna Kabba, wants to be able to ?present performances and 
collaborate with other clubs at Quince Orchard.? The ASU goal is to provide a community for the current generation of 
African teens and share that community with Quince Orchard. If you want to help fulfill this goal, attend a meeting 
every Tuesday after school in Room 125.

 A few cards that club members have made for the kids during Kits to Heart 
meetings.

INSTAGRAM: @KITSTOHEART_QO

TWITTER: @r just i l ien

Hispanic Heritage  Month celebrated by handing 
flags during lunch 
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Rev iew : L u m  T h ai  i s a cu l i n ar y  su ccess
BY  SO PH IE FAW KN ER

Senior Staff  Writer

A P tests ar e n ow  f r ee. W h at does th i s 
m ean  f or  Q O  stu den ts?

I t  can  be extrem ely hard  to 
f ind  a decen t restaur an t nowadays. 
You ei ther  encoun ter  a sat isf y ing 
or  hor r ib le d in ing exper ience, w i th  
si tes such  as Yelp  not necessar i ly  
p rov id ing the m ost honest rev iews.

 I  have had a f ai r  share of  
m ed iocre and hor r ib le d in ing 
exper iences, w i th  T hai  food being 
the least  consisten t d in ing op t ion  
that  I  have encoun tered. 

Since that seem ed to always be 
the case, m y fam i ly  and I  had to 
d r ive al l  the way to Vi r gin ia just  to 
get som e decen t T hai  food.  T hat?s 
un t i l  L um  T hai  of f i cial ly  opened 
up  in  M arch . 

L ocated in  M uddy Br anch  
Square, L um  T hai  of fer s a lar ge 
var iety  of  authen t ic T hai  cu isine.

From  f resh  and l igh t  op t ions 
such  as papaya salad  and ch icken  
satay to a m ore dense and 
war m ing op t ion  l i ke the green  
cur r y, L um  T hai  has m any op t ions 
for  ever yone?s desi res.

For  m e, the p ineapp le f r ied  
r i ce? a st i r - f r ied  m ix of  jasm ine 
r ice, eggs, p ineapp le, cashews, 
tom atoes, car rots, ci lan tro, and 
on ions? is one of  m y favor i te 
d ishes. 

As som eone who doesn?t 
par t i cu lar ly  en joy sweet food, I  was 
reluctan t to t r y  i t . 

H owever, not  on ly  i s the v isual  
p resen tat ion  of  the f r ied  r i ce 
(wh ich  is in  a whole p ineapp le) 
ver y appeal ing, but  the f lavor  
com binat ions of  the sweet 
p ineapp le and savor y f lavor s of  
the sauce on  the r i ce wor k wel l  
together . 

T he f r ied  r i ce also wasn?t 
greasy, wh ich  is a huge factor  in  
decid ing i f  I  l i ke the food or  not. 
W h i le the p r ice of  $20  for  one 
d ish  can  seem  a bi t  h igh  for  a 
typ ical  m eal , the por t ion  sizes are 
com par able to the cost . 

I  of ten  f in ish  al l  of  m y food at  
ever y single restaur an t I  go to, 
especial ly  when  i t  com es to T hai  
food. 

H owever, I  always leave w i th  
m ore than  hal f  of  m y food as 
lef tover s at  L um  T hai . Clear ly, i t  i s 
wor th  the p r ice and v isi t .

Another  great d ish  that  I  
r ecom m end f rom  L um  T hai  i s 
thei r  papaya salad . 

A papaya salad  sounds sim p le 
to som e, due to the f act  that  i t 's 
just  sh redded vegetables in  a sweet 
sauce. 

 
H owever, i t  i s a d ish  that  can  

be d isgust ing i f  i t  i sn?t p repared 
p roper ly. Ever y t im e I  go to L um  
T hai , though , the sh redded papaya 
is always f resh  and cr isp , the blend 
of  sp ice and sweetness isn?t 
over power ing, and there is st i l l  
su f f i cien t  f lavor . 

I  per sonal ly  love sp icy food, so 
thei r  papaya salad  is great for  
those who love sp icier  op t ions. 

N ot on ly  i s the food at  L um  
T hai  del i cious and consisten t, but  
the ser v ice is im peccable and 
rel iable. I t  doesn 't  m atter  what day 
or  t im e i t  i s, m y fam i ly  and I  are 
always k ind ly  greeted  and taken  
care of  constan t ly  by ever yone 
who wor ks at  L um  T hai .

T he welcom ing and 
wel l -decor ated  space of  L um  T hai  
i s also a great aspect. 

Even  though  the in ter ior  of  
r estaur an ts don?t d i rect ly  im pact 
thei r  food qual i ty, the in ter ior  of  
L um  T hai  i s ver y cozy and 
wel l -or gan ized. 

Ever y th ing is clean , order ly, 
and the space feels open  desp i te i t  
being sm al ler  in  size. 

O ver al l , L um  T hai  i s an  
excep t ional  T hai  r estaur an t for  
any occasion . I t  has ever y th ing 
som eone would  wan t in  a 
restaur an t, as both  the food and 
ser v ice are rel iable and wonder fu l .

 L um  T hai  exceeded m y 
expectat ions and is m y favor i te 
T hai  r estaur an t thus f ar .

SOPHIE FAWKNER

BY  CH ASE PASEKO FF

Editor- in-Chief

AP exam s ?  th ree-hour  long tests 
assessing you on  al l  of  the knowledge 
you?ve lear ned over  the past year  in  
your  AP class. I f  you were to ask a Q O  
studen t, paren t, or  teacher, they 
would  p robably  tel l  you that  one of  
the m ost un reasonable aspects of  AP 
test ing was the $98 fee per  test . For  
those tak ing sever al  AP exam s, th is 
resu l ts in  hundreds of  dol lar s spen t 
sim p ly  on  tak ing the tests. I f  that  
wasn?t inconven ien t enough , i t  
som et im es p roved to be a waste i f  the 
studen t?s score wasn?t h igh  enough  to 
receive col lege cred i ts.

W h i le AP fee waiver s have been  
avai lable for  sever al  year s, r eser ved 
for  studen ts who were f inancial ly  
stressed, M CPS recen t ly  approved an  
in i t iat ive that  m akes AP test ing f ree 
for  al l  studen ts, r egard less of  
f inancial  background. 

T h is w i l l  undoubted ly  resu l t  in  
sign i f i can t changes not on ly  in  the 
num ber  of  studen ts who w i l l  si t  for  
each  exam  but also, poten t ial ly, the 
aver age scores for  said  exam s. 

W h i le th is seem s to be an  inheren t ly
posi t ive change that M CPS has m ade, 
does ever yone agree w i th  that   
sen t im en t?

Sen ior  N icole W einer  does not 
bel ieve  f r ee test ing w i l l  necessar i ly  
im prove test  scores, because then  
?there?s less p ressure to do wel l ,? she 
said .

Sen ior  Cadyn  O ?H al lor an  of fered  
a d i f fer ing v iew. ?I  th ink f r ee AP 
test ing w i l l  im prove scores because i t  
takes of f  the p ressure of  f inances 
f rom  the studen ts that  cou ld  be 
negat ively  im pact ing thei r  scores,? 
she stated .  

T h is op in ion  was not on ly  shared 
am ongst studen ts, however. AP 
Engl ish  L anguage &  Com posi t ion  
teacher  Andrea L o expressed her  
v iew on  the top ic f r om  the 
per spect ive of  an  AP teacher. ?I  don?t 
foresee an  im provem en t in  test  
scores, but  I  do bel ieve i t  w i l l  
encour age m ore studen ts to take the 
test ,? L o said . 

W h i le there m ay be a var iety  of  
op in ions as to whether  or  not  th is 
change w i l l  have a net posi t ive or  a 
negat ive im pact on  studen ts? 
per for m ances, there seem s to be 
m ore of  an  agreem en t as to whether  
cost  p layed a role in  studen ts elect ing 
to take the exam s in  gener al . 
?T he cost of  test ing was a decen t ly  
sign i f i can t f actor  in  studen ts not 
tak ing AP tests in  p r ior  year s,? said  
W einer . ?$98 is a lar ge com m i tm en t, 
especial ly  i f  you don?t feel  con f iden t 
w i th  the m ater ial .? 

O ?H al lor an  shared a ver y sim i lar  
sen t im en t. ?I  th ink the cost  was a 
m ajor  f actor  because studen ts are less 
incl ined to at tem pt to take a test  they 
have to pay for , especial ly  i f  thei r  
con f idence on  the top ic i s low,? she 
said . 

Another  in terest ing avenue that 
cou ld  be exp lored is whether  or  not  
tak ing m ul t ip le AP cour ses can  af fect  
the scores of  the studen ts.   

?I n  m y exper ience, when  studen ts 
are tak ing m ul t ip le exam s dur ing AP  
test ing week (3+), they don?t per for m  
wel l  on  al l  of  them ,? L o said . 

Keep ing th is in  m ind, i t  w i l l  
surely  be in terest ing to see i f  M CPS 
can  rebound f rom  i ts d ip  in  test  
scores in  recen t year s. Accord ing to 
the M CPS D ata D ashboard ,  studen ts 
in  cour ses l i ke AP US Gover nm en t, 
AP Physics, and AP US H istor y  have 
not been  able to ach ieve a m ean  score 
above a 3 (the lowest passing score) in  
the past sever al  year s. 

"M CPS w i l l  pay 
for  al l  AP and IB 
exam s. Studen ts 
en rol led  in  an  AP 
or  IB cour se w i l l  
be encour aged to 
par t i cipate in  the 
cor respond ing 
exam  at no cost 
to them ."
- M CPS News Bulletin

Per haps a sh i f t  to f r ee test ing cou ld  
p rove to be a posi t ive change. 
O ver al l , p rov id ing m ore f inancial  aid  
for  standard ized tests, especial ly  
those that can  be benef icial  when  
en ter ing a h igher  educat ion  
inst i tu t ion , w i l l  l i kely  tur n  out to be 
help fu l  to ind iv iduals, r egard less of  
the coun ty -w ide im p l icat ions. 
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p lot / cast  in  any d i rect ion , wh ich  st i r s 
up  m ore com m otion  am ong Snow 
W h i te f ans. 

Rachel  Z egler  and her  team  have 
claim ed in  m any in ter v iews that the 
new rem ake w i l l  have a ?m oder n? 
tw ist , but  no one expected them  to be 
so gr and. 

I n  a YouTube in ter v iew w i th  
Var iety, Z egler  stated , ?I  just  m ean  
that i t?s no longer  1937?  W e 
absolu tely  wrote a ?Snow W h i te? 
that ... she?s not going to be saved by 
the p r ince, and she?s not going to be 
dream ing about t r ue love; she?s going 
to be dream ing about becom ing the 
leader  she knows she can  be and that 
her  late f ather  told  her  that  she cou ld  
be i f  she was fear less, f ai r , br ave and 
tr ue?  I t 's r eal ly  not  about the love 
stor y  at  al l , wh ich  is real ly, r eal ly  
wonder fu l ." 

T h is resu l ted  in  hate com m en ts 
stat ing that  D isney was im p ly ing the 
wrong m essage about love and 
claim ing i t  as ?m oder n .?  Peop le wan t 
the Snow W h i te ever yone knows and 
loves, not  a Snow W h i te who is t r y ing 
too hard  to f i t  societal  nor m s. 

Al though  D isney had the r igh t  
in ten t ions of  m ak ing a Pr incess that  
i s social ly  accep table r igh t  now, as she 
doesn 't  r ely  on  a m an  to be happy at  
the end of  a m ovie, th is tw ists the 
whole poin t  of  a classic m ovie that  
has always been  focused on  a gen t le 
gi r l  year n ing for  love, d ism issing the 
deep m or al  of  the actual  stor y. I f  
any th ing, Snow W h i te i s an  
insp i r at ion  to m any young wom en . 
T here is noth ing wrong w i th  f al l ing 
in  love, so th is m ovie shouldn?t teach  
young gi r ls that  they are not m oder n  
wom en  for  d ream ing of  i t . 

BY M AD D IE KIN G
Staff  Writer

As the so-cal led  ?season  of  
the st i cks? approaches and the 
weather  gets cooler , i t  on ly  feels 
appropr iate to h igh l igh t  the 
ar t i st  who coined the ter m  
?st ick season?: N oah  Kahan . 
Af ter  the release of  h is th i r d  
stud io album  in  20 22, Kahan  
blew up  w i th  h is un ique, catchy, 
singer-songwr i ter  sty le. I n  the 
beginn ing of  th is past sum m er, 
he released an  extended ver sion  
of  th is album , renam ing i t  
?St ick Season : W e?l l  Al l  Be H ere 
Forever.? 

T he release of  th is extended 
album  is when  Kahan  tr u ly  took 
the m usic scene by stor m , 
exem pl i f ied   when  he p layed on  
June 9, the day of  the release, at  
M er r iweather  Post Pavi l ion  in  
Colum bia, M ar y land. 
Per for m ing for  over  15,0 0 0  
at tendees, Kahan  was in  a state 
of  euphor ia the en t i r e show. 
Shor t ly  af ter  the show 
concluded, Kahan?s new songs 
gained sign i f i can t popular i ty  on  
T ik Tok? prom pt ing h im  to 
gain  over  10 0 ,0 0 0  fol lower s on  
I nstagr am  over n igh t. Since 
then , i t?s been  near ly  im possible 
to secure t i ckets to the rest  of  
h is tour , w i th  the European  leg 
becom ing sold  out in  a m atter  
of  m inutes. 

Recen t ly, h is f i r st  n igh t  of  
r esidency in  upstate N ew Yor k 
caused an  18,0 0 0 -per son  tr af f i c 
back-up  on  the roads to 
Sar atoga Spr ings. Popular  T ik 
Tok in f luencer  
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T h e ?Bar ben h eim er ? Pr em ier e an d  th e I m p or tan ce of  
M ed ia L i ter acy
BY: M AM S JAGH A

Editor- in-Chief

O n Ju ly  21, Ch r istopher  
N olan?s ?O ppenheim er ? and Greta 
Ger w ig?s ?Bar bie? m ade thei r  
wor ldw ide p rem iere in  theater s. 
T he double feature 
?Bar benheim er ? was f i r st  coined 
af ter  W ar ner  Bros. teased that 
?Bar bie? was being released on  the 
21st, wh ich  happened to be the 
sam e day ?O ppenheim er ? would  
also p rem iere. As f ans of  both  
m ovies began  to debate wh ich  
would  be better , wh ich  to see 
f i r st , or  wh ich  not to see, the 
n icknam e for  the on l ine cr aze 
was created. 

T he biop ic d i rected  by 
Chr istopher  N olan  tel ls of  the 
r i se and fal l  of  J. Rober t  
O ppenheim er  and h is role in  the 
developm en t of  the atom ic bom b 
dur ing W or ld  W ar  I I , wh i le Greta 
Ger w ig?s m eta-com edy fol lows 
Bar bie and Ken  as they exp lore 
the joys and per i ls of  the real  
wor ld . 

Since N olan  is m ore of  an  
abstr act  d i rector , he leaves the 
m or al  of  the stor y up  to v iewer s 
to d issect, and al though  ?Bar bie? 
wasn 't  as in tr i cately  layered in  i ts 
pur pose, Ger w ig st i l l  lef t  the 
v iews she dep icted  about 
fem in in i ty  and fem in ism  up  for  
in ter p retat ion . 

 H owever, peop le's expectat ions 
of  the m ovies heavi ly  in f luenced 
each .

As ?O ppenheim er ? is a 
h istor ical  f i lm  and focuses 
m ain ly  on  one speci f i c char acter , 
i t  i s easy to m isunder stand the 
m essage of  the m ovie, and that i s 
what m any d id  as they watched 
the f i lm . Som e v iewer s stated  
that N olan  was ?sid ing? w i th  
O pp ie and d im in ish ing the 
im pact of  H i rosh im a, and other s 
even  said  that  N olan  wan ted 
v iewer s to ?for give? O pp ie in  a 
way. T hey took a com pl icated  
m an  and a com plex f i lm  and 
over sim p l i f ied  i t . 

T he sam e issue arose w i th  
?Bar bie? af ter  i t  p rem iered and 
m any fel t  the m ovie was 
extrem ely basel ine in  i ts v iews on  
fem in in i ty  and fem in ism . T hough  
I  under stood why m any fel t  th is 
was an  issue, I  had to take a step  
back and not look in to the f i lm  
i tsel f  but  look in to what the 
pur pose of  each  was and how who 
was d i rect ing i t  im pacted that.

Al though  both  f i lm s are 
extrem ely d i f feren t in  thei r  sty les, 
N olan  and Ger w ig are the type of  
d i rector s who m ake you feel  that  
you genuinely  need to ref lect  and 
exam ine thei r  m ovies af ter  you?ve 
watched them  to t r u ly  under stand 
thei r  pur pose and role in  our  
society. 

N oah  K ah an : St i ck  Season
@twen ty m inuteslater  cap tured 
the sunset over  a h ighway 
jam m ed w i th  car s and 
cap t ioned the v ideo ?on ly  
would  si t  in  stop  and go tr af f i c 
for  @N oah  Kahan .?  
Going f rom  p lay ing at  local  
cof fee shops to p lay ing for  
thousands of  peop le ?has 
def in i tely  been  an  ad justm en t,? 
Kahan  told  People m agazine 
ear l ier  th is year , even  before h is 
deluxe album  had been  
released. 

So why has Kahan?s m usic 
been  ?Ever y where and 
Ever y th ing? peop le have been  
talk ing about these days? Kahan  
has taken  a ver y per sonal  
approach  to h is m usic ?  
speak ing, for  exam ple, of  h is 
exper iences str uggl ing w i th  
m en tal  heal th . T h is has 
insp i red  m any peop le around 
the wor ld  to star t  open ing up  
about thei r  sim i lar  chal lenges, 
too. has star ted  a chain  react ion  
of  peop le shar ing thei r  stor ies 
?  con tr ibut ing to reducing 
m en tal  heal th  st igm at izat ion . 
O bviously, whatever  Kahan  is 
doing has been  wor k ing, 
catch ing the at ten t ion  of  big 
nam es in  the industr y, f r om  
singing ?W or k Song? on  stage 
w i th  H ozier , to re- record ing h is 
song ?D ial  D r unk'' w i th  Post 
M alone, and last ly  re- releasing 
h is song ?Cal l  Your  M om ? w i th  
another  up-and-com ing 
singer-songwr i ter  L izzy 
M cAlp ine.

 For  ?Bar bie?, the pur pose of  the 
m ovie was to inst i l l  con f idence in  
young wom en  by iden t i f y ing the 
stereotypes and negat ive m essages 
that society  has created, but also 
how we can  use them  to our  
advan tage and grow as a 
com m un i ty.  For  ?O ppenheim er,? 
however, the pur pose of  the f i lm  
was m ore layered. T he t i t le 
char acter  i s not dep icted  as a hero, 
but  as a m an  who created 
som eth ing that he h im sel f  cou ld  
not f u l ly  under stand, a power  that  
hum ans fear  but also wan t to 
con trol . Both  f i lm s p ick out 
societal  i ssues, and al though  one is 
m ore up f ron t in  i ts object ive, 

they both  leave us quest ion ing 
how we funct ion  and grow as a 
society. 

W e l ive in  a t im e where we 
are constan t ly  bom barded w i th  
in for m at ion  over load. T h is 
con t inuous consum ption  of  
pol i t i cal  m essages, passing 
trends, and har m fu l  data has 
rendered m any of  us num b to i t  
and nor m al ized our  unheal thy 
v iew ing. W hen  we ref lect  on  
what we are tak ing in  we have 
to be less loose in  how we 
analy ze cer tain  p ieces because 
in  th is day and age, ar t  has 
becom e less t r ansparen t and 
m ore sy m bol ic.

VIEWPOINT

PAVEL DANILYUK

A n oth er  p r i n cess, an oth er  
p r ob lem : Pu b l i c ou tr age over  
n ew  Sn ow  W h i te m ov ie
BY AM BRIEL L A YAGAKA 
Staff Writer 

I f  you are not f am i l iar  w i th  the 
tale of  Snow W h i te, i t  al l  begins w i th  
the W icked Q ueen . She asks her  
m agic m i r ror , ?W ho's the f ai rest  of  
them  al l?? to wh ich  the m i r ror  
responds w i th  Snow W h i te, her  
young stepdaugh ter . Snow W h i te and 
T he Pr ince have a hear t fel t  m om en t, 
as she does her  chores. Fi l led  w i th  
anger  and jealousy, the W icked 
Q ueen  h i res a hun tsm an  to k i l l  Snow 
W h i te, but  he f ai ls to go th rough  w i th  
i t , al low ing Snow W h i te to escape 
in to the forest . T here, she f inds seven  
dwar f s who welcom e her  in to thei r  
hom e af ter  she insists on  cook ing and 
clean ing. Soon , the W icked Q ueen  
tr i cks Snow W h i te in to eat ing a 
poisoned app le. I n  the end, the 
Pr ince br ings her  back to l i fe w i th  a 
t r ue love k iss. T h is has been  the 
or igin  of  the stor y  for  year s. 

T he Snow W h i te we al l  know and 
love is known  for  being k ind , sl igh t ly  
naive, and hav ing a pure sou l , al l  
wh i le never  losing hope in  f ind ing 
her  one tr ue love and gain ing 
f reedom  f rom  her  cr uel  l i f e. So what 
happens when  the nar r at ive of  the 
stor y  changes? I s the tale st i l l  
considered Snow W h i te anym ore 
w i thout the m or al  of  the stor y? T h is 
i s what?s happen ing in  D isney?s new 
Snow W h i te l i ve-act ion  rem ake, 
wh ich  is scheduled  to be released on  
M arch  22, 20 24.  

Al though  the m ovie has been  
receiv ing a lot  of  cr i t i cism , the 
p roduct ion  team  doesn?t seem  to 
have any m ot ive to change the



 
O ne im por tan t aspect of  

p ick lebal l  i s that  hal f  of  the team  
m ust be studen ts w i th  d isabi l i t ies. 
W i th  that  in  m ind, Yeck is m ost 
exci ted  about, ?the par tner sh ip  and 
com m un i ty  bu i ld ing between  the 
studen t ath letes; a great com binat ion  
to help  k ids w i th  d isabi l i t ies and 
m atch  them  up  w i th  k ids w i thout 
d isabi l i t ies,? she says. 

An  in terest  m eet ing for  jo in ing 
the team  was held  on  W ednesday, 
Septem ber  13, wh ich  encour aged any 
studen t f r om  gr ades 9-12 who w ished 
to par t i cipate on  a var si ty  school  
in ter scholast ic ath let i cs team , 
whether  they have p layed other  
spor ts at  som e poin t  in  thei r  l i ves or  
not. 

Because p ick lebal l  i s a par t  of  Q O  
Ath let ics, Rabber m an  em phasizes the 
R.A.I .S.E core values of  M CPS 
Ath let ics app ly  just  l i ke any other  
spor t . ?T he R.A.I .S.E core values we 
do for  al l  M CPS ath let i cs doesn?t 
change for  [p ick lebal l ] ,? he says. Som e 
cr i t i cal  core values include respect, 
spor tsm ansh ip , in tegr i ty  and 
char acter , sp i r i ted  and safe 
com pet i t ion . 

?T he corol lar y  spor ts in  gener al  
em body al l  of  the R.A.I .S.E core 
values,? says Yeck, ?because there is 
that  great sense of  com m un i ty  
between  the studen t ath letes and the 
coaches.? 

Fur ther m ore, these core values 
teach  al l  young ath letes to gain  the 
sk i l ls they need in  order  to succeed 
af ter  h igh  school  and beyond, l i ke, as 
Yeck poin ts out, ?wor k ing w i th  peop le 
that  are d i f feren t f r om  them .?
  Al though  there always w i l l  be 
com pet i t iveness in  the spor t , Yeck 
says the p ick lebal l  env i ronm en t i s 
?ver y posi t ive and super  encour aging 
on  both  sides.?

BY PRIT I  M AD H AVAN

Staff Writer

T he Q O  gol f  season  is in  f u l l  
sw ing, and accord ing to the p layer s, 
i t 's going excep t ional ly  wel l . T he gol f  
team  is putt ing thei r  best  foot  
for ward , and thei r  per for m ance 
ref lects that  ef for t .

Cur ren t ly, the Cougar s have 
found them selves in  the second-p lace 
posi t ion  for  m ost m atches. Al though  
they?ve cinched the top  spot on ly  a 
handfu l  of  t im es, the si lver  l in ing is 
that  Q O  is p lay ing thei r  best  gol f  
possible. T h is season  has been  
m ar ked by thei r  ded icat ion  to 
im provem en t, and thei r  consisten t 
per for m ance dem onstr ates Q O  
Gol f ?s p rogress.

O ne of  Q O ?s standout gol fer s, 
sophom ore Kat ie Joyce, shared her  
reason  for  tak ing up  gol f . I n  the 
af ter m ath  of  a tor n  ACL  sustained 
wh i le p lay ing soccer  in  M ay 20 22, she 
tur ned to gol f  as an  al ter nat ive 
spor t ing pur su i t . Af ter  such  a d i f f i cu l t  
in jur y  to sustain  both  physical ly  and 
em ot ional ly, a m uch  lower  im pact 
spor t  such  as gol f  was just  what she 
needed. H er  gr andpa and dad, both  
av id  gol f  en thusiasts, were al l  m ajor  
in f luences in  her  decision  to jum p 
in to th is chal lenging yet  reward ing 
spor t .

Being a par t  of  the gol f  team  has 
brough t about num erous posi t ive 
exper iences for  the p layer s. O ne 
aspect that  Joyce m ade sure to 
em phasize is the oppor tun i ty  to p lay 
gol f  th ree t im es a week, whether  i t  be 
m atches or  p r act ices. T h is f r equen t 
exposure to the gam e has al lowed the 
team  to shar pen  thei r  sk i l ls and 
ref ine thei r  techn iques constan t ly.

Being on  the gol f  team  has also 
p rov ided a p lat for m  for  the gol fer s to 
in ter act  w i th  peer s f r om  other  
schools. ?M eet ing new peop le and 
for m ing connect ions w i th  peop le 
who don?t go here has to be m y 
favor i te par t ,? Joyce said . 
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Ath lete of  th e M on th
BY  O L IVIA M AYT IN

Senior Staff Writer

T h is just  in : Ath lete of  the M on th  
is back and better  than  ever ! Each  
team  prov ided us w i th  in for m at ion  
on  why these speci f i c ath letes deser ve 
the ?Ath lete of  the M on th '' t i t le. Read 
m ore for  in ter v iews w i th  each  Ath lete 
of  the M on th .

GI RL S SO CCER -  SEN I O R M EGA N  
M O O N  

Var si ty  coach  Peg Kei l ler  chose 
M egan  because she ?is the sole sen ior  
lead ing a ver y strong back l ine.? She 
also scored the season?s f i r st  goal  in  
our  hom e opener  against  W al ter  
Johnson .
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A . I  en joy hanging out w i th  m y 
f r iends and spend ing t im e w i th  
f am i ly,
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
su m m er ?
A . I  wen t to the beach , spen t t im e 
w i th  f r iends, and wen t to the pool .
Q . W h at i s you r  f avor i te p r e-gam e or  
p r act i ce m eal?
A . M y favor i te p regam e m eal  i s 
avocado toast.
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A . I  do m y hom ewor k and study af ter  
p r act ice and m ake sure on  gam e days 
I  get  m y wor k done before the gam e.
Q . W h at son g gets you  th e m ost  
hy p ed -u p  f or  a gam e?
A . ?Give M e Ever y th ing? by Pi tbu l l

Q . D o you  f eel  a st r on g sen se of  
com m u n i ty  w i th  you r  team ?
A . O ur  team  is l i ke a f am i ly. W e are 
so close and are always suppor t ing 
each  other . 

BOYS SO CCER -  SEN I O R 
A N D REW  SI LVERM A N

Var si ty  coach  Br uno Tejo chose 
Andrew Si lver m an  because he is a 
leader  on  and of f  the f ield  and keeps 
the boys connected w i th  each  other .
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A . I  m oun tain  bike and snowboard  in  
m y f ree t im e.
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
su m m er ?
A . I  wen t to the beach  and p layed 
soccer  al l  sum m er.
Q . W h at i s you r  f avor i te p r e-gam e 
or  p r act i ce m eal?
A . M y favor i te p re-gam e m eal  i s a 
banana and a r i ce cake.
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A . I  stay or gan ized and on  top  of  m y 
wor k . I ?l l  do hom ewor k whenever  I  
have f ree t im e, l i ke at  lunch  or  
dur ing f ree per iods.
Q . W h at son g gets you  th e m ost  
hy p ed -u p  f or  a gam e?
A . ?Apologize? by Baby Keem  
Q . D o you  f eel  a st r on g sen se of  
com m u n i ty  w i th  you r  team ?
A . 10 0 %. M ost of  our  team  grew up  
p lay ing soccer  together  and we?re al l  
extrem ely close on  and of f  the f ield .

GI RL S VO L L EYBA L L  -  SEN I O R 
SA RA H  M A N I O N

Var si ty  m anager  Edd ie Bedore 
chose Sar ah  M an ion  because she gets 
so m any k i l ls ever y gam e and she is 
super  suppor t ive of  her  team m ates.
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A . I  l i ke hanging w i th  m y f r iends and 
watch ing other  spor ts team s? gam es.
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
su m m er ?
A . I  wen t to the beach  a lot  and 
p layed a lot  of  beach  vol leybal l .
Q . W h at i s you r  f avor i te p r e-gam e 
or  p r act i ce m eal?
A . CH ICK-FIL -A!
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A . I  wor k hard  and stay focused in  
school  so that  I  have the least  
possible am oun t of  wor k af ter  school .
Q . W h at son g gets you  th e m ost  
hy p ed -u p  f or  a gam e?
A . ?SkeeYee? by Sexyy Red
Q . D o you  f eel  a st r on g sen se of  
com m u n i ty  w i th  you r  team ?
A . Yes, we al l  suppor t  each  other  no 
m atter  what and love seeing each  
other  ever y day !

FO O T BA L L  -  SEN I O R N I N O  
M A RZ U L L O

Var si ty  team m ate jun ior  Jam es 
W i lson  chose N ino M ar zu l lo because 
he im proved a lot  since last  season . 
H e is p rov ing he can  p lay at  a h igh  
level  and shows he can  take the team  
to another  state cham pionsh ip . H e is 
a leader  of  the team .
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. I  en joy spend ing t im e w i th  m y 
f r iends and fam i ly. I  also en joy 
l i sten ing to m usic.
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
su m m er ?

A . I  spen t m y t im e th is sum m er  by 
being in  the gym  a lot  and going to 
the beach . I  spen t a lot  of  t im e tr y ing 
to per fect  m y cr af t  and be the best I  
cou ld  be for  the upcom ing season .
Q . W h at i s you r  f avor i te p r e-gam e 
or  p r act i ce m eal?
A . M y favor i te p re-gam e m eal  i s 
def in i tely  f r u i t . I  l i ke to keep  th ings 
l igh t  so I  don?t feel  heavy dur ing the 
gam e. Af ter  the gam es, I  always eat 
Ch ick- f i l -A.
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A . I  balance being a studen t-  ath lete 
by m ak ing sure al l  m y schoolwor k is 
done f i r st , then  focusing on  footbal l . 
I  t r y  and keep a set  schedule for  
hom ewor k and stu f f  l i ke that  so 
ever y th ing is or gan ized.
Q . W h at son g gets you  th e m ost  
hy p ed -u p  f or  a gam e?
A . I  honest ly  don?t l i ke to get real ly  
hype before gam es. I  l i ke to keep  
th ings ch i l l , so I ?l l  usual ly  l i sten  to 
m ed i tat ion  m usic to get m y m ind in  
the r igh t  space before the gam e. 
Q . D o you  f eel  a st r on g sen se of  
com m u n i ty  w i th  you r  team ?
A . Yes, I  feel  m e and m y team  have a 
strong connect ion  that  i s get t ing 
stronger  and stronger  w i th  ever y 
gam e we p lay together .

L ook out in  the N ovem ber  issue 
for  other  f al l  spor ts!

Q O  Gol f

T hese newfound relat ionsh ips 
p rov ide real  oppor tun i t ies to lear n  
m ore about the spor t  f r om  d i f feren t 
per spect ives.

O f  cour se, no spor ts season  is 
w i thout i ts chal lenges. Joyce 
acknowledges that there are days 
when  the gam e becom es d i f f i cu l t . 
H owever, the focus on  gol f , 
com bined w i th  the suppor t  of  her  
team m ates and coaches, has m ade 
overcom ing these hurd les m ore 
m anageable.

W hen  asked about her  least  
f avor i te aspect of  gol f , Joyce 
m en t ioned extrem e weather  
cond i t ions as the biggest hurd le. 
W i th  tem per atures reach ing 110  
degrees in  Septem ber, Joyce passed 
out at  one m em or able p r act ice. T he 
w ind  is also a big f actor  in  gol f , and 
Joyce m en t ioned the f r ustr at ion  t ied  
to extr a w indy days. T hese chal lenges 
have p roven  to push  p layer s to the 
l im i ts, but  i t 's also an  in tegr al  par t  of  
the spor t , for cing p layer s to adapt 
thei r  str ategies and sk i l ls.

D esp i te the occasional  
d i f f i cu l t ies, Joyce says that  her  
f avor i te par t  of  being on  the gol f  
team  besides m eet ing new peop le is 
deepen ing her  under stand ing of  the 
spor t . T he connect ions m ade and the 
knowledge gained have en r iched her  
exper ience as an  ath lete at  Q O .

As Q O  gol f  con t inues thei r  
jour ney th rough  th is season , i t 's clear  
that  the team 's com m i tm en t, 
im provem en t, and en thusiasm  are 
dr iv ing thei r  success. W i th  each  
sw ing, they edge closer  to thei r  goals, 
and the lessons lear ned both  on  and 
of f  the green  are l i kely  to leave a 
last ing im pact on  ever y team  
m em ber.

A n oth er  ver si on  of  ten n i s 
m akes i ts debu t  to Q O  
ath let i cs

Kat ie Joyce

BY M O TAZ  D EIFY

Senior Staff Writer

D ur ing the f al l , Q O  ath letes and 
non -ath letes m ay be fam i l iar  w i th : 
k ick ing a soccer  bal l , sw inging a gol f  
club, ser v ing a vol leybal l , sw inging a 
f ield  hockey st i ck at  a bal l , th row ing a 
footbal l , dancing, or  r unn ing. 
H owever, som e studen ts m ay not be 
f am i l iar  w i th  sw inging a padd le at  a 
bal l? an  act ion  you take in  p ick lebal l , 
a sim p le p ickup  gam e p layed w i th  
f r iends that  has now com e to Q O  as a 
p i lot  p rogr am  that was in i t iated  th is 
f al l . 

Pick lebal l , sim i lar  to bocce and 
al l ied  sof tbal l , i s a corol lar y  spor t  that  
i s basical ly  a d i f feren t ver sion  of  
tenn is, and w i l l  be p layed on  a 
m od i f ied  tenn is cour t . Al l  
com pet i t ions and p r act ices w i l l  be 
held  outside. Usual ly, p ick lebal l  can  
be p layed in  ei ther  singles or  doubles, 
but  for  Q O  p ick lebal l , i t  w i l l  be 
?p layed in  doubles on ly,? says Ath let i c 
D i rector  Jef fer y  Rabber m an . 

H old ing the team  together  i s 
science resource teacher  Jenn i fer  
Yeck, who coached cheer  for  22 year s, 
pom s for  th ree year s, and al l ied  
bocce for  two year s. ?I t?s so qu ick to 
get the p i lot  p rogr am  going, and get a 
cer tain  num ber  of  k ids to m ake the 
team ,? says Yeck. Flash ing r igh t  
before anyone?s eyes, p r act ices began  
two weeks af ter  the in terest  m eet ing, 
Septem ber  28, w i th  gam es to star t  the 
week of  O ctober  9. 

THE NY TIMES

Joyce (on the left) and a teammate 
post-practice.

KATIE JOYCE
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Boys Soccer
BY DYL AN  FL AIM
Staff Writer

Fol low ing a second round p layof f  
ex i t  to Ur bana in  penal ty  k icks last  
season , Q O  Boys Soccer  i s out  for  
r evenge. 

?I  th ink that  gam e was a gam e we 
cou ld  have won ,? said  sen ior  cap tain  
Pr ince Kem an i  when  asked about the 
Ur bana gam e.  

So far , the Cougar s, w i th  a 
com binat ion  of  r etur n ing and new 
p ieces, have been  even  better  than  
last  season . Two of  the biggest star s 
on  th is team  are t r ansfer s, 
sophom ore I ker  Gar zon , who is f r om  
Ecuador, and sen ior  D ar ren  Gam ez, a 
t r ansfer  f r om  W ash ington  Chr ist ian  
Academ y in  O lney. T hey have al ready 
m ade a huge im pact for  Q O , scor ing 
goal  af ter  goal . 

W hen  asked on  how i t  fel t  
t r ansfer r ing to Q O , Gam ez had on ly  
good th ings to say. ?I t  feels great, 
m an . Ever yone here is so n ice, ver y 
welcom ing. I  feel  l i ke i t?s a great 
env i ronm en t and we are doing p ret ty  
good,? he said . 

Gi r l s Soccer  
Season  Up d at es

BY N OAH  KRAVIT Z

Staff Writer

T he fal l  soccer  season  for  the 
gi r ls i s under way. Af ter  m on ths of  
t r ain ing and p repar at ion , they star t  
thei r  jour ney towards the u l t im ate 
goal : a state cham pionsh ip .  T he 
team  is led  by Coach  Peg Kei l ler , 
who has con t inued to show excel len t  
leader sh ip  th roughout the beginn ing 
of  the season . 

T he Cougar s opened the season  
w i th  a v ictor y  against  W al ter  
Johnson  by a score of  2 to 1, w i th  
goals scored by sen ior  M egan  M oon  
and jun ior  Carol ine D onm oyer.  
Even  though  both  of fenses were 
aggressive th roughout, w i th   shots 
on  goal  f r om  both  sides, both   
goal ies for  Q O  &  W J kep t up  w i th  
big saves th roughout the gam e. But  
the Cougar s p revai led  in  the end.

Q O ?s next oppor tun i ty  was 
against  Church i l l , where the Cougar s 
dem ol ished them  6-2.

Sen ior  Ann ie Far aone had  
strong words to descr ibe the f i r st  
gam es of  the season . ?O ur  m indset 
going in to  the f i r st  few gam es, was 
to give i t  our  al l . Both  W . J. and 
Church i l l  are  talen ted  team s, at  the 
end of  the day, the hardest-wor k ing 
team  was going to w in . W e knew that 
was going to be us.?

She was cer tain ly  r igh t  about 
that ,  as the Cougar s would  now si t  at

Field  H ockey 

Gi r l s Vol l ey bal l
D esp i te a dr aw to Gai ther sbur g, 

the Cougar s are st i l l  undefeated, w i th  
im pressive w ins over  team s such  as 
W h i tm an , Church i l l , and 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase. T he job is not 
f in ished, though , as the Cougar s have 
one goal : to go f ar  in  the postseason

?W e at least  wan t to w in  the 
coun ty cham pionsh ip  again , w in  the 
regional  f inal , and just  per for m  wel l  
over al l ,? said  jun ior  Ron  Abar jel . 
Sen ior  cap tain  Jordan  Z elof  agrees. 
?W e def in i tely  wan t to m ake i t  out  of  
the region  th is year . T hat?s p robably  
our  biggest goal , since we haven?t 
done that in  Q O ?s h istor y.?

I t  shou ld  be a f un  end of  the 
season  for  Q uince O rchard , as they 
hope to close the regu lar  season  
undefeated.  T he f inal  hom e regu lar  
season  gam e for  the Cougar s w i l l  take 
p lace on  T hur sday, O ctober  19 
against  Sher wood. T he M PSSAA State 
Tour nam en t begins at  the end of  
O ctober, w i th  Q uince O rchard  l i kely  
host ing thei r  f i r st  gam e of  the 
tour nam en t on  Saturday, O ctober  28. 
M ake sure to com e out and suppor t  
your  Cougar s!

?And I  hope to be closer  to m y 
team m ates,? she added.

T he team ?s f i r st  gam e was 
against  Poolesv i l le on  Septem ber  
5th , and the Cougar s had a f an tast ic 
w in  of  3-0 . H owever, the second 
gam e ended w i th  a loss against  
W al ter  Johnson  on  Septem ber  13. 
W i th  th is loss, the gi r ls are 
com m i t ted  to becom ing the best 
team  they can  be. Sophom ore 
m idd le h i t ter  Fai th  Uk i teyed i  claim s 
that going for ward , the team  needs 
to ?wor k on  our  ser ve receive and get 
stronger  at  i t .? 

Uk i teyed i , along w i th  Bolanos 
and H ardy, bel ieves that  wor k ing 
together  as a team  and p r act icing 
hard  w i l l  u l t im ately  be what they 
need to have a successfu l  season . 
?W e p lan  on  putt ing in  extr a wor k 
even  when  of f  the cour t ,? she said . 
?Focusing on  our  m en tal  wel l -being 
as a team  and stay ing posi t ive. W e 
w i l l  also con t inue to have in tense 
and chal lenging p r act ices.? 

T he fal l  season  surely  i sn?t over  
yet . T he gi r ls con t inue to t r ain  hard  
in  order  to reach  thei r  com m on  goal : 
a successfu l  season . T hei r  next  gam e 
is on  M onday, O ctober  9 at  W inston  
Church i l l  H igh  School . 

By LI LY KAPLAN
Senior Staff Writer

I t  i s no sur p r ise that  the gi r ls 
var si ty  vol leybal l  team  has wor ked 
hard  to be where they are today. 

T h is year , the team  is com posed 
of  one f reshm an , seven  sophom ores, 
two jun ior s, and th ree sen ior s. T here 
are six m ore sophom ores than  there 
were last  year .

T hei r  t r youts took p lace over  the 
cour se of  th ree days in  ear ly  August, 
and cuts were m ade ever y day. 
?Since tr youts were p ret ty  ear ly,? 
sen ior  m idd le h i t ter  Gabby H ardy 
exp lained, ?I  t r ied  to get a lot  of  sleep  
and stay hydr ated  so I  am  ready for  
each  day.? 

H ardy has been  p lay ing vol leybal l  
at  Q O  for  th ree year s: one on  JV and 
the other  two on  var si ty. As one of  
the sen ior s on  the team , H ardy hopes 
to sol id i f y  som e of  her  sk i l ls and 
hopefu l ly  lead the team  to w in  som e 
p layof f  gam es.

H ardy shares a com m on  goal  
w i th  som e of  her  other  team m ates. 
Jun ior  l ibero Sof ia Bolanos says that  
she ?hopes to end w i th  a better  
record  for  the vol leybal l  team  than  
last  year .? 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOFIA BOLANOS

BY M O TAZ  D EIFY

Senior Staff Writer

Af ter  a tough  loss in  last  season?s 
f i r st  p layof f  gam e, the Q uince 
O rchard  f ield  hockey team  is 
look ing for ward  to advancing 
f ur ther  in to the season , com ing back 
stronger  than  ever .

Five weeks in to the season  and 
six total  gam es p layed as of  O ctober  
2, the Cougar s are cur ren t ly  
stand ing at  4-2.  To star t  the season  
of f  on  Septem ber  5, the team  has 
batt led  th rough  adver si ty, upset in  
thei r  f i r st  two gam es by Church i l l  
and by W alter  Johnson  in  over t im e. 
H owever, th is has not stopped them  
f rom  becom ing the best they can  be, 
as they con t inue to wor k hard  each  
and ever y day. 

Af ter  the f i r st  two losses, i t  was a 
tur n ing poin t  for  the Cougar s when  
they dom inated against  W heaton , 
Gai ther sbur g, and Seneca Val ley in  
th ree consecut ive gam es, w i th  
shutout scores of  7-0 , 10 -0 , and 7-0 . 

T he team  consists of  r etur n ing 
and new p layer s? ones who have 
never  stepped in to the Cougar  
D om e before? m aking big 
con tr ibut ions to the team 's success 
as a whole, includ ing f reshm en  Tess 
T hor pe and Kr ista L agas, who have 
outstand ing sk i l ls to m ake the 
var si ty  team  dur ing thei r  f i r st  year . 
 

T hor pe claim s that one of  the 
team 's successes is when  ?we alm ost 
won  our  f i r st  gam e of  the season  
when  we haven?t p layed m uch  w i th  
each  other  before,? she said . 

Retur n ing p layer s include the 
team  cap tains of  th is season : sen ior  
L i la M oncak, and jun ior s H annah  
W agner  and Kay la Pi l lof f . (N ote: 
Pi l lof f  i s a m em ber  of  T he Prowler .)

T hey con t inue to grow strong 
bonds as the season  p rogresses. 
T hor pe descr ibes the gi r ls as ?so 
welcom ing, n ice and super  f unny,? 
becom ing not on ly  one team , but one 
fam i ly. 

W i th  p layof f s under way in  less 
than  th ree weeks, T hor pe is 
?con f iden t that  [the] team  w i l l  
succeed? and ?i f  we wor k hard , then  
we w i l l  [succeed].? 

Com e cheer  on  the f ield  hockey 
team  wh i le they are away on  Tuesday, 
O ctober  10 , against  John  F. Kennedy 
under  the l igh ts at  7 PM . 

INSTAGRAM/@QOFOCKEY23
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a 2-0  record  to begin  the season . But 
Q O ?s biggest m atchup of  the year  
awai ted  them : the team  that defeated 
the Cougar s last  year  in  the state 
cham pionsh ip  m atchup, the W alt  
W h i tm an  Vik ings. A ver y talen ted  
team  that i s ver y hard  to defeat in  
any type of  m atchup. Especial ly  
given  that the Cougar s p layed 
W h i tm an  last  year  th ree t im es and 
lost  al l  of  those gam es. T he last  t im e 
our  gi r ls team  defeated the Vik ings 
was four  year s ago back in  20 19. 

T h is m atchup included m om en ts 
of  adver si ty  and hardsh ip . Both  
team s stayed in  the gam e for  as long 
as they cou ld  in  an  in tense batt le that  
would  have to be decided in  
over t im e. I n  the end, though , i t  was 
the Cougar s who cam e out on  top , a 
huge w in  for  Q O  against  W h i tm an  
w i th  a f inal  score of  2-1. Tw ins Er in  
and El l ie H odge scored both  goals 
for  the Cougar s, w i th  El l ie scor ing 
the gam e-w inn ing goal  in  over t im e. 

T hat th r i l l i ng gam e would  be a 
big con f idence booster  for  thei r  next  
con test  against  M agr uder  h igh  
school , whom  they defeated 5-0 . 

I n  the f i r st  four  gam es for  Q O  
th is year , the Cougar s are 4-0 ? a big 
tone-setter  for  the team  to star t  thei r  
season ! Q O ?s next m atchup w i l l  be 
tak ing p lace at  the Cougar  D om e 
against  Clar ksbur g on  O ctober  10 . Be 
sure to cheer  for  your  outstand ing 
Cougar s!
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A n oth er  w eek , an oth er  w in
By M AD EL EIN E BURKE

Editor- in-Chief

Q O  footbal l  i s the m ost 
feared team  on  ever y 
opponen t 's schedule. T hey 
cur ren t ly  have a streak of  35 
w ins, m ak ing thei r  m ost recen t 
loss back in  20 19, against  r ivals 
N or thwest in  the p layof f s. 

I n  an  at tem pt to m ake the 
gam es m ore in terest ing for  the 
p layer s and fans, the regu lar  
season  schedule changed th is 
year  to include m atchups 
against   two team s out in  
Vi r gin ia and a coup le d i f feren t 
M ar y land team s outside of  
M CPS. 

Septem ber  2 was the f i r st  
gam e of  the season  and was 
against  one of  the two Vi r gin ia 
team s, South  Coun ty located  in  
L or ton , who won  thei r  
f i r st-ever   state cham pionsh ip  
back in  20 19. T he gam e ended 
in  Q O  cr ush ing South  Coun ty 
33-0 .

T he th i r d  gam e of  the 
season  was p layed against  the 
second Vi r gin ia team , Stone 
Br idge located  in  Ashbur n , who 
gave Q O  a scare of  poten t ial ly  
break ing thei r  long-stand ing 
w inn ing streak. W i th  on ly  two 
m inutes lef t  in  the last  quar ter , 
Q O  was down  a poin t  and just  
r eceived possession  of  the bal l . 
H ead Coach  John  Kel ly  said  he 
was able to keep  the p layer s 

level  headed by assur ing them  
that ?un t i l  the gam e is over , 
there is always t im e to w in .? 
And that i s just  what happened. 
W i th  17 seconds lef t  in  the 
gam e, quar ter back N ino 
M ar zu l lo 24? th rew a 49-yard  
T D  pass to Tavah r i  Groves 24?, 
lead ing h im  str aigh t to the end 
zone for  the gam e w inner. 

T he l i kel ihood of  Q O  
w inn ing another  state 
cham pionsh ip  for  the th i r d  
year  in  a row on ly  grows as the 
season  con t inues. Q O  faced 
thei r  toughest com pet i t ion  at  
the beginn ing of  the season , 
wh ich  on ly  p roved that they 
can  p lay harder  team s and st i l l  
com e out on  top . But now that 
they have gotten  over  that  h i l l , 
the rest  of  the season  is 
p red icted  to f ly  by w i thout any 
chal lenging com pet i t ion . 

T he team ?s success has 
var ious  f actor s to i t , a few 
being the strong footbal l  
cu l ture that  has bred 
com pet i t ive p layer s who are 
com m i t ted  to w inn ing, as wel l  
as the l ine of  exper ienced 
coaches that are able to lead 
them  there. 

T h is i sn?t the f i r st  t im e that 
Coach  Kel ly  i s in  th is 
cham pionsh ip  posi t ion . Back in  
h igh  school , when  he was just  
John  Kel ly, he was par t  of  a 
back- to-back state 
cham pionsh ip  team  at Seneca 

Val ley in  1997 and 1998 where 
he was a l inebacker. Given  that 
Q O  is an t icipated  to w in  the 
state cham pionsh ip  for  a th i r d  
year  in  a row, he cou ld  break h is 
h igh  school  record , on ly  now as 
a coach  instead of  a p layer . 

Back in  Kel ly ?s day, as he 
descr ibes, Seneca Val ley was  
?one of  the p rem ier  p rogr am s 
in  the state at  the t im e.? N ow he 
is the coach  of  ar guably  the best 
publ ic school  footbal l  p rogr am  
in  the state. But the job search  
d id  not com e easy. O r iginal ly   
when  search ing for  a coach ing 
job in  the area, Kel ly  app l ied  to 
m any  schools, but  Q O  was the 

 on ly  one to get back to h im , 
of fer ing h im  the defensive 
coord inator  posi t ion . T he rest  i s 
h istor y.

Coinciden tal ly, Q O  is 
p lay ing ton igh t in  the D om e 
against  Seneca Val ley, Kel ly ?s 
h igh  school  alm a m ater . I t  i s 
also the H om ecom ing gam e, so 
i t  i s sure to be another  one you 
won?t wan t to m iss.
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