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Editor- in-Chief 

T he purpose of this article is to 
provide a brief, objective explanation of 
the complex history leading up to the 
recent events in the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. Due to the word limit, the article 
is not able to include every event in detail, 
but should serve as a reliable source of 
information for those looking to educate 
themselves on the issue who are 
unfamiliar with the historical context and 
origins of the conflict dating back to the 
early 20th century.

T he or igins of  the 
I sr ael i -Palest ine con f l i ct  date back to 
the ear ly  190 0 s, when  Palest ine was 
st i l l  under  the con trol  of  the O ttom an  
em pi re, as i t  had been  for  sever al  
cen tur ies under  the occupat ion  of  the 
O ttom an  Tur ks. T he O ttom an  
Em pi re was one of  the Cen tr al  
Power s in  W or ld  W ar  I , m ean ing they 
were on  the opposing side of  the 
Al l ied  Power s that  included coun tr ies 
such  as Great Br i tain . D ur ing the war, 
Great Br i tain  m ade a com m i tm en t to 
the Ar ab Palest in ians that  they would  
help  them  to gain  independence and 
sel f -deter m inat ion  in  exchange for  
the Ar ab Palest in ians being against  
the O ttom an  Tur ks. Br i t tann ica states 
that  the H ussein -M cM ahon  
cor respondence, a ser ies of  let ter s 
between  the em i r  of  M ecca at  the 
t im e and a Br i t i sh  com m issioner, 

?ef fect ively  t r aded Br i t i sh  suppor t  of  
an  independen t Ar ab state for  Ar ab 
assistance in  opposing the O ttom an  
Em pi re.?

H owever, the p rom ises of  Great 
Br i tain  were not seen  th rough , as 
Great Br i tain  was u t i l i zing Ar ab 
nat ional ism  to w in  the war, but  d id  
not in  f act  p lan  on  gr an t ing Palest ine 
f u l l  f r eedom  as a sovereign  state.

N ear  the end of  the war, as the 
O ttom an  Em pi re was defeated and 
facing d issolu t ion , the Sykes-Picot  
agreem en t ser ved as a way for  the 
Al l ied  power s of  Br i tain  and Fr ance 
to d iv ide ?m ost of  the Ar ab lands 
under  the r u le of  the O ttom an  
Em pi re,? accord ing to T he H istor y  
Channel . T h is d i rect ly  con tr ad icted  
the ter m s of  the H ussein -M cM ahon  
cor respondence, leav ing Ar ab 
Palest in ians f r ustr ated  that  they were 
not given  fu l l  independence.

As W or ld  W ar  I  ended, Great 
Br i tain  was gr an ted con trol  over  
Palest ine as a M andator y Power  in  
the M andates system  inst i tu ted  by 
the L eague of  N at ions, the f i r st  
in ter gover nm en tal  or gan izat ion  
whose goal  was to establ ish  peace 
and secur i ty  at  an  in ter nat ional  level .

I n  the Br i t i sh  m andate, Palest ine 
was given  ?prov isional  independence 
wh i le st i l l  subject  to Al l ied  
adm in istr at ive con trol ,? accord ing to 
Br i tann ica. T he Br i t i sh  m andate also 
included the desi res of  the 1917 
Bal four  D eclar at ion , a publ ic p ledge 
by Br i tain  that  ar gued for  Palest ine to 
also ser ve as ?a nat ional  hom e for  the 
Jew ish  peop le.? And, as par aph r ased   

by the Econom ic Cooper at ion  
Foundat ion , the D eclar at ion  would  
also ?ensur [e] that  the r igh ts and 
posi t ions of  other  com m un i t ies in  
Palest ine, as wel l  as holy  p laces, be 
p reser ved.? I nstead of  becom ing a 
sovereign  state, Palest ine becam e 
what i s known  as ?in ter nat ional ized.? 
T he ter m  in ter nat ional ized refer s to 
when  a region  is put under  
in ter nat ional  con trol .

T he desi re for  a ?nat ional  hom e 
for  the Jew ish  peop le,? as stated  in  the 
declar at ion , stem m ed f rom  the 
grow ing Jew ish  nat ional ist  
m ovem en t at  the t im e, also known  as 
Z ion ism . T h is was a resu l t  of  Jews? 
h istor ical  and rel igious connect ion  to 
the land of  Palest ine, as i t  i s 
considered the m ost rel igious si te in  
the wor ld  for  Jew ish  peop le. T he area 
also includes  W ester n  W al l  w i th in  i t  , 
and Jews have ancestor s who l ived  in  
the land ?two thousand year s ear l ier  
before d isper sing in  the ?D iaspor a,?? 
accord ing to the Un i ted  N at ions.

Jer usalem  is also considered a 
holy  land for  Ar ab Palest in ians, m ost 
of  whom  are M usl im . T he ci ty  of  
Jer usalem  is also of  extrem e rel igious 
im por tance to those who fol low 
I slam  because w i th in  i t  l i es the 
?Al-Aqsa m osque, the th i r d  hol iest  
si te in  the wor ld  for  M usl im s,? 
accord ing to the W ash ington  Post.

From  1922 to 1947, Br i tain  
f aci l i tated  the m igr at ion  of  
thousands of  Jews to Palest ine. A 
num ber  of  Jews also im m igr ated  to 
f lee N azi  per secut ion  in  the 1930 s. 
Accord ing to Al  Jazeer a, ?By 1936, 

Jews f rom  outside Palest ine m ade up  
m ore than  a th i r d  of  the populat ion  
in  Palest ine.? Tensions grew, 
par t i cu lar ly  between  Z ion ists and 
Ar ab Palest in ians, as there were not 
on ly  rel igious d isagreem en ts 
regard ing the holy  land, but grow ing 
com pet i t ion  for  the owner sh ip  of  
land.

I n  1936, the ?f i r st  sustained 
v iolen t  upr ising of  Palest in ian  Ar abs 
in  m ore than  a cen tur y? occur red , 
accord ing to Br i tann ica. T h is was a 
resu l t  of  Ar ab resistance to both  
Jew ish  im m igr at ion  and Palest in ians? 
con t inued desi re for  an  independen t 
state that  had not been  given  to 
them . M any were f r ustr ated  w i th  the 
f act  the Br i t i sh  gover nm en t was 
m ak ing ef for ts to create a ?nat ional  
hom e for  the Jew ish  peop le? w i th in  
Palest ine, wh i le neglect ing 
Palest in ian?s desi re to have a coun tr y  
or  state to cal l  thei r  own . Sever al  
pol i t i cal  par t ies un i ted , for m ing the 
Ar ab H igher  Com m i t tee, dem and ing 
?a gener al  str i ke, nonpaym en t of  
taxes, and the closing of  m un icipal  
gover nm en ts? and dem anded an  end 
to Jew ish  im m igr at ion , a ban  on  land 
sales to Jews, and nat ional  
independence,? accord ing to 
Br i tann ica.

Due to the length of this article, the 
rest is on our online Prowler website. 
Scan the QR code 
provided if you 
would like to 
keep reading!

BY CH RIST IAN  L EE
Staff Writer

U.S. N ews and W or ld  Repor t  
(USN W R) has recen t ly  released i ts 
latest  col lege r ank ings, now 
accoun t ing for  m etr ics related  to 
studen t d iver si ty  r ather  than  alum n i  
giv ing, wh ich  they have rem oved 
f rom  thei r  assessm en t of  schools 
en t i r ely. Al though  th is change can  be 
benef icial  to schools that  were 
p rev iously  lower  on  the l i st , som e 
schools are con t inu ing to revol t  
against  the r ank ings by end ing 
par t i cipat ion .

USN W R?s col lege r ank ings m ade 
thei r  f i r st  appear ance in  1983. T hey 
were in i t ial ly  based on  op in ion  
sur veys given  to academ ic leader s 
such  as school  p residen ts, ask ing 
them  what they bel ieved were the 
best col leges. T he l i st  even tual ly  took 
in to accoun t other  f actor s such  as 
adm issions tests, adm ission  r ates, 
gr aduate em ploym en t r ates, 
expend i tures for  studen ts, and class 
sizes. Since i t  was the f i r st  and biggest 
publ icat ion  to r ank ever y col lege in  
the Un i ted  States, i t  was seen  by 
m any as an  object ive, alm ost 
scien t i f i c m easure of  a col lege?s 
wor th . I n  a t im e when  the app l icat ion  
p rocess was painstak ingly  com pleted  
for  each  col lege ind iv idual ly, m any 
sen ior s wan ted a qu ick and sim p le 
exp lanat ion  to deter m ine wh ich  

col leges were considered best, and 
USN W R becam e the gold  standard . 
H owever, as the publ icat ion  grew in  
popular i ty  and becam e one of  the 
m ain  sources of  col lege p rest ige, 
som e schools took m atter s in to thei r  
own  hands in  order  to gain  a h igher  
r ank ing.

I n  som e cases, schools h i red  
com pan ies to deter m ine str ategies 
for  gain ing a h igher  r ank ing, wh ich  
heavi ly  in f luenced thei r  spend ing 
and adm ission  decisions. Som e 
col leges, such  as Tem ple Un iver si ty, 
also p rov ided inaccur ate data to U.S. 
N ews ?  in  N ovem ber  20 21, a for m er  
dean  at  Tem ple was convicted  of  
f r aud for  subm i t t ing f alse 
in for m at ion , wh ich  even tual ly  
lowered the school?s r ank ing.

I f  col leges ever  received a h igh  
r ank ing, they would  be able to pay 
U.S. N ews to adver t i se thei r  r ank on  
websi tes or  bi l lboards as a way of  
at t r act ing studen ts, accord ing to 
M el issa Kor n , who has wr i t ten  about 
h igher  educat ion  in  T he W al l  Sreet 
Jour nal  since 20 14.

Add i t ional ly, the r ank ing?s 
m obi l i ty  and retur n  on  investm en t 
m easures m ost ly  f avored schools in  
h igh - incom e com m un i t ies, 
r ein forcing a system  that f avored 
weal th  and p rest ige over  the 
academ ic exper ience.

Som e opponen ts of  the r ank ings 
have p roposed solu t ions to

cor rect ing them . Steve M in tz in  
?Inside H igher  Ed?, wh ich  p rov ides 
the latest  news and analysis on  h igher  
educat ion , has p roposed al ter nat ive 
ways to m easure the academ ic 
exper ience, such  as assessing the 
num ber  of  studen ts who have 
wor ked one-on -one w i th  a f acu l ty  
m em ber, taken  on  a super v ised 
in ter nsh ip , and par t i cipated  in  an  
honor s or  research  p rogr am . 

Fur ther m ore, in  the m idst  of  the 
com pet i t ion , som e schools have 
fough t back against  the r ank ings.  
Reed Col lege, a p r ivate l iber al  ar ts 
col lege in  Por t land, O regon , was one 
of  the f i r st  schools to d iscon t inue 
thei r  shar ing of  data w i th  U.S. N ews, 
in  1995. T hei r  r ank ing dropped 
sign i f i can t ly  af ter wards, wh ich  sen t a 
ch i l l ing rem inder  to other  col leges 
that  pu l l ing out would  negat ively  
im pact thei r  r ank ing and therefore 
thei r  app l icat ion  r ates. D esp i te th is, 
Yale and H ar vard  L aw School , and 
soon  thereaf ter  m any other  law 
schools, pu l led  out of  the r ank ings. 
H ar vard  M ed ical  School  was also the 
f i r st  m ed ical  school  to stop  
cooper at ing, af ter  wh ich  m any other  
m ed ical  schools fol lowed. Colum bia 
Un iver si ty  i s the latest  under gr aduate
school  to fol low th is t r end, in  20 23.  

T he fact  that  one of  the 
h ighest- r anked schools pu l led  out of  
the USN W R?s r ank ings  does not 
ind icate that  they were d issat isf ied  

w i th  thei r  r ank ing ?  r ather , i t  
ind icates that  they were opposed to 
the over al l  system . I n  declar ing thei r  
USN W R Boycott , Colum bia 
Un iver si ty  announced, ?W e are 
convinced that syn thesizing data in to 
a single U.S. N ews subm ission  for  i ts 
Best Col leges r ank ings does not 
adequately  accoun t for  al l  of  the 
f actor s that  m ake our  under gr aduate 
p rogr am s excep t ional ."

O n  the other  hand, accord ing to 
Kor an , the CEO  of  USN W R, Er ic 
Ger t ler , bel ieves that  schools are 
?shy ing away f rom  accoun tabi l i ty,? 
avoid ing com plete t r ansparency 
about thei r  values and evaluat ions. 
Ger t ler  defends USN W R, say ing they 
are "focused on  help ing studen ts 
m ake the best decision  for  thei r  
educat ion .? 

Al though  i t  can  be ar gued on  
ei ther  side i f  the r ank ings are a f ai r , 
accur ate assessm en t of  col leges and 
the academ ic exper ience, i t  i s 
unden iable that  USN W R st i l l  holds 
im m ense power  over  h igher  
educat ion .
  H owever, as col leges are con t inu ing 
to recogn ize the r ank ing's 
l im i tat ions, i t  i s also unden iable the 
USN W R is losing som e power  in  
thei r  own  gam e.
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BY KAYL A PIL L O FF

Staff Writer

A new h igh  school  i s going to be 
bu i l t  in  M on tgom er y Coun ty by 
20 27; the school  i s cal led  Crown  
H igh  School  and w i l l  be located  on  
Fields Road. 

Crown  H igh  School  w i l l  host  
around 2,20 0  studen ts, accord ing to 
Cai t lyn  Peetz, a repor ter  at  Bethesda 
Beat, but  can  be increased to 2,70 0  
studen ts i f  needed.  I t  w i l l  help  
com bat overcrowding at  our  ver y 
own  Q uince O rchard  H igh  School , 
as wel l  as at  Gai ther sbur g, 
N or thwest, Richard  M on tgom er y, 
and W ootton . 

O vercrowding is a lar ge issue in  
M on tgom er y Coun ty Publ ic Schools. 
At  Q O , ?we are overcrowded by 
alm ost 350  studen ts,? accord ing to 
Pr incipal  Beth  T hom as, and by the 
20 25-26 school  year , i t  w i l l  be 
?[overcrowded by] over  470  
studen ts." Crown  H igh  School  w i l l  
help  rel ieve th is i ssue for  not  on ly  
our  school  but  the other  four  l i sted  
above.

?W e are up  to 15 relocatable 
classroom s r igh t  now, and that has 
an  im pact on  the cu l ture and 
cl im ate,? said  T hom as. T he add i t ion  
of  a new h igh  school  w i l l  help  
m in im ize the need for  the por tables 
as wel l  as solve issues l i ke studen ts 
hav ing to par k at  Safeway and the 
am oun t of  r oom  in  the cafeter ia, 
also accord ing to T hom as. 

Plans for  Crown  H igh  School  
have been  in  p lace since 20 0 6, w i th  a 
budget around $180  m i l l ion , 
accord ing to the M ayor  and Ci ty  
Counci l  of  Gai ther sbur g. T he 
locat ion  of  the school  i s on  the 
opposi te side of  the D own town  
Crown  com m un i ty, and the 
residen t ial  por t ion  of  Crown  w i l l  be 
between  the two areas. T he layout of  
the school  includes a f ive-stor y  
bu i ld ing and w i l l  use renewable 

Cr ow n  H igh  Sch ool  sch edu led  
to op en  Au gu st  20 27
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SAG-A FT RA str i ke 
com es to an  en d
BY M AGGIE BRADY

Staff Writer

20 23 is the year  of  str i kes 
w i th  teacher  un ions, Star bucks 
wor ker s, and wr i ter s al l  going on  
str i ke. W h i le m any of  these 
groups reached an  agreem en t 
w i th  thei r  em p loyer s w i th in  
m on ths, one group  was st i l l  on  
the p icket l ine wel l  in to O ctober : 
SAG-AFT RA. 

T h is group  com bines two 
un ions, the Screen  Actor s Gui ld  
and the Am er ican  Feder at ion  of  
Telev ision  Ar t i sts, and represen ts 
approx im ately  160 ,0 0 0  
p rofessionals in  the f i lm  and 
telev ision  industr y. T he two 
groups of f i cial ly  m er ged on  
M arch  30 , 20 12 and are cur ren t ly  
led  by ?T he N anny? actress Fr an  
D rescher. 

I n  June of  th is year , D rescher  
not i f ied  m em ber s that  
negot iat ions for  T V, theatr ical , 
and stream ing con tr acts were 
about to begin . Pr ior  to these 
m eet ings, m em ber s of  the un ion  
voted to gr an t the N at ional  Board  
a str i ke author izat ion . T h is 
m ean t that  i f  thei r  dem ands were 
not m et, the un ion  would  go on  
str i ke. ?[T ]h is vote is a power fu l  
signal  to the Al l iance of  M ot ion  
Picture and Telev ision  Producer s 
that  we?re ready for  any 

even tual i ty,? said  D rescher. 
T he Al l iance of  M ot ion  

Picture and Telev ision  
Producer s, or  AM PT P, represen ts 
com pan ies such  as 
Am azon / M GM , App le, 
D isney / ABC/ Fox, N BCUn iver sal , 
N etf l i x , Par am oun t/ CBS, Sony, 
W ar ner  Bros, and D iscover y 
(H BO ). 

Af ter  over  a m on th  of  
negot iat ions, SAG-AFT RA and 
AM PT P were unable to constr uct  
a con tr act  that  both  groups cou ld  
agree on . SAG-AFT RA of f i cial ly  
wen t on  str i ke at  12:0 1 AM  PT  on  
Fr iday, Ju ly  14 w i th  p icket ing 
beginn ing at  9 AM  PT .

T he m ain  reason  for  the 
str i ke: sur v ival  of  the p rofession . 
?W e?re up  against  a system  where 
those in  char ge of  
m ul t ib i l l i on -dol lar  m ed ia 
conglom er ates are rewarded for  
exp loi t ing wor ker s,? said  the 
SAG-AFT RA T V/ T heatr ical  
N egot iat ing Com m i t tee in  a 
statem en t on  thei r  websi te. 

M ore speci f i cal ly, the un ion  
was f igh t ing for  m in im um  
ear n ings to keep  up  w i th  
in f lat ion , p rotect ion  of  im ages 
and per for m ances against  AI , 
qual i f ied  hai r  and m akeup ar t i sts 
who know how to wor k w i th  al l  
hai r  textures and sk in  tones, and 

com pensat ion  for  thei r  wor k 
f r om  stream ing ser v ices, am ong 
m any other  requests. 

Because of  the str i ke, 
m em ber s were unable to 
par t i cipate in  str uck wor k , wh ich  
includes any on -cam er a and 
background wor k , voice act ing, 
or  any p rom ot ional  m ater ial  for  
p rojects created w i th  str uck 
com pan ies. H owever, m em ber s 
cou ld  st i l l  par t i cipate in  a l im i ted  
num ber  of  p roduct ions, 
includ ing gam es shows, soap  
oper as, com m ercials, and ind ie 
f i lm s.

For  exam ple, f am ous actor s 
f r om  across the industr y  showed 
thei r  suppor t  for  the str i ke w i th  
the cast  of  ?O ppenheim er,? 
includ ing the m ain  star s Ci l l ian  
M ur phy and Em i ly  Blun t, 
walk ing out of  thei r  m ovie?s 
p rem iere when  the str i ke began  
over  the sum m er. ?O ur  un ion?s 
strength  l ies in  our  sol idar i ty,? 
said  D rescher. 

T he AM PT P and SAG-AFT RA 
began  bar gain ing again  in  ear ly  
O ctober. H owever, af ter  on ly  a 
few days of  negot iat ing, a 
decision  cou ld  not be reached 
and the str i ke con t inued. ?O ne 
day longer. O ne day stronger. As 
long as i t  takes,? said  the 
N egot iat ing Com m i t tee in  a 
m essage to m em ber s. 

Af ter  10 0  days of  walk ing the 
p icket l ine, of f i cial  negot iat ions 
began  again  on  O ctober  24 and 
were st i l l  tak ing p lace th rough  
the beginn ing of  N ovem ber.
D esp i te gain ing m om en tum  in    

the negot iat ing p rocess, 
SAG-AFT RA angered m any, 
includ ing thei r  own  m em ber s, 
when  last  m on th  they p roh ibi ted  
m em ber s f r om  dressing up  as 
char acter s f r om  str uck ser ies and 
m ovies for  H al loween . 

I n  a now deleted  post, the 
un ion  suggested m em ber s 
?choose costum es insp i red  by 
gener al i zed char acter s and 
f igures (ghost, zom bie, sp ider , 
etc.),? and avoid  ?post[ing] photos 
of  costum es insp i red  by str uck 
con ten t to social  m ed ia,? 
accord ing to Var iety. 
SAG-AFT RA has since clar i f ied  
that  thei r  in ten t ions were to 
p reven t m em ber s f r om  
prom ot ing str uck p roduct ions.

I n  the days fol low ing 
H al loween , the un ion  con t inued 
to negot iate w i th  AM PT P. O n  
N ovem ber  1, the two groups m et 
for  over  th ree hour s d iscussing 
SAG-AFT RA?s p roposal . T hey 
f inal ly  reached a ten tat ive 
agreem en t on  N ovem ber  8, w i th  
SAG-AFT RA cal l ing for  the str i ke 
to end on  N ovem ber  9. 

T he ten tat ive agreem en t 
includes an  increase in  
m in im um  wages, p rotect ion  
against  AI , and advance paym en t 
of  r esiduals for  al l  m em ber s. 

SAG-AFT RA hopes that ?[o]ur  
str i ke can  becom e the catalyst  for  
a h istor ic cu l ture change in  al l  
industr ies,? said  the N egot iat ing 
Com m i t tee in  a statem en t  on  
thei r  websi te.

ener gy sources, accord ing to a June 
19 M CPS presen tat ion . 

Also, the school  w i l l , ?include 
sever al  cour tyards and encom pass 
approx im ately  65% of  open  space,? 
accord ing to the constr uct ion  
com pany Kel ler . T he bu i ld ing has a 
m oder n  feel  to i t , m atch ing the 
arch i tectur al  sty le of  the stores and 
residen t ial  areas in  D own town  
Crown . T he exter ior  of  the school  
w i l l  be bu i l t  w i th  two d i f feren t br ick 
color s as wel l  as a big glass f r on t  
en tr ance, al low ing for  a lot  of  natur al  
l igh t  to com e in.

I t  i s no sur p r ise that  new 
constr uct ion  tends to have a 
sign i f i can t env i ronm en tal  im pact, 
w i th  cop ious am oun ts of  t r ash  and an  
extrem e am oun t of  ener gy use. 

H owever, Crown  H igh  School  
p lans to com bat som e of  these issues 
w i th  eco- f r iend ly  features. O ne 
exam ple is the landscap ing, wh ich  
w i l l  consist  of  al l  nat ive and 
drough t- resistan t p lan ts that  
natur al ly  f i l ter  out  pol lu tan ts, 
m in im izing r unof f . T he school  w i l l  
also have solar  panels and use 
geother m al  ener gy (natur al  heat 
f r om  the ear th). T hese al ter nat ive

ener gy sources  w i l l  help  to create 
renewable electr i ci ty  and clean  
heat ing and cool ing for  the school . 
Also, the p lum bing f i x tures w i l l  be 
water  conser v ing, accord ing to an  
an  M CPS presen tat ion . 

O ne especial ly  un ique feature of  
the school  i s the m ain  f loor  being a 
gym nasium  that i s open  to the publ ic 
as wel l  as an  am ph i theater , accord ing 
to M att  Jones, sen ior  ed i tor  of  
Space4lear n ing. W h i le there is no 
of f i cial  boundar y study yet , i t  can  be 
assum ed that those l iv ing in  the 
Crown  area and neighbor ing areas 
w i l l  m ost l i kely  go to Crown  H igh  
School . N ew boundar ies can  
def in i tely  st i r  con trover sy, though . 
?Along the way there's going to be 
conver sat ions [am ong] 
com m un i t ies,? said  T hom as. ?T hei r  
studen ts w i l l  be going to a new school  
and that 's hard?  Change is always 
hard  at  f i r st .?  

U l t im ately, though , Crown  H igh  
School  w i l l  of fer  lots of  new 
oppor tun i t ies for  al l  involved in  the 
school  system , includ ing both  
teacher s and studen ts. 

THE MOCO SHOW

Shown above is the design plan for Crown H igh School, which is scheduled to open in the 
fall of 2027 and will combat overcrowding at QO and other area high schools.

http://qohsjournalism.wordpress.com
http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com
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D em ocr ats cou n t  m or e v i ctor i es th an  
Rep u b l i can s i n  20 23 of f -year  elect i on
BY PAT RIN A PUN

Senior Staff Writer 

T h is past Tuesday, N ovem ber  
7, was a big day for  the D em ocr ats, 
Republ icans, and even  our  
f r esh ly - tur ned-18-year-old  
studen ts here at  Q uince O rchard  
H igh  School  who were able to 
voice thei r  op in ions by 
par t i cipat ing in  thei r  f i r st  elect ion . 
Elect ion  D ay was held  in  at  least  37 
states in  the Un i ted  States, 
includ ing M ar y land. W h i le not a 
p residen t ial  elect ion  year, 
Am er icans were able to cast  thei r  
votes on  ever y th ing f rom  the 
gover nor sh ip  to local  r eferenda. 
N otably, th is elect ion  tur ned out to 
be a great success for  the 
D em ocr ats regard ing the subjects 
of  abor t ion  and gover nor  
elect ions. 
      To star t  of f , accord ing to AP 
N ews, D em ocr ats had guar an teed 
four  w ins by the end of  Tuesday 
n igh t in  Ken tucky, O h io, 
Pennsy lvan ia, and Vi r gina. Clear ly, 
Presiden t Joe Biden?s recen t 
str uggle w i th  an  aver age approval  
r at ing below 40  percen t has not 
taken  that heavy a tol l  on  the 
D em ocr at ic par ty, as Ken tucky 
Gover nor  Andy Beshear  was 
re-elected  in  the state that  Tr um p 
had p rev iously  won  by 26 poin ts. 
H e at tacked h is Republ ican  
com pet i tor , At tor ney Gener al  
D an iel  Cam eron , sur round ing the 
subject  of  abor t ion  and expressed 

h is d isbel ief  towards Cam eron?s 
opposi t ion  to abor t ion  in  cases of  
r ape or  incest. I n  O h io, a bal lot  
m easure p reser v ing abor t ion  r igh ts 
was also passed in  a state Tr um p had 
p rev iously  won  by eigh t poin ts back 
in  20 20 . I n  an  at tem pt to der ai l  the 
m easure, Republ icans cal led  an  
August referendum  to r aise the 
d i f f i cu l ty  of  passing bal lot  m easures. 
T h is was in  f act  wholehear ted ly  
rejected  by O h io voter s. 
    L ater  that  day, D em ocr at  D an  
M cCaf fer y  won  an  open  seat in  
Pennsy lvan ia?s Suprem e Cour t  af ter  
defend ing abor t ion  r igh ts. 
Closer  to hom e, D em ocr ats held  the 
State Senate and f l ipped con trol  of  
the Vi r gin ia H ouse of  D elegates f rom  
the GO P.  L ast ly, accord ing to CN N , 
Republ ican  Gover nor  Glenn  
Youngk in  was m et w i th  an  at t i tude 
f rom  Vi r gin ian  voter s who den ied  
the gover nor  and h is par ty  the 
legislat ive m ajor i t ies he wan ted. T h is 
m ean t there w i l l  be no 15-week 
abor t ion  ban  Youngk in  so 
passionately  ar gued for .
    Som e cand idates also broke both  
r acial  and gender  bar r ier s in  thei r  
state. Accord ing to CN N , the 
p rojected  w inner  of  Rhode I sland?s 
special  congressional  elect ion  is 
D em ocr at  Gabe Am o, the f i r st  Black 
per son  to represen t the state in  
Congress. I n  Ph i ladelph ia, for m er  
ci ty  counci lm em ber  Cherel le Par ker  
w i l l  be the ci ty?s four th  Black m ayor  
and f i r st  wom an  to lead the ci ty  of  
Brother ly  L ove. 

T he Prowler th an k s ou r  p atr on s f or  th ei r  gen er ou s su p p or t !

L I FET I M E PAT RO N S
Fai th  &  Jef f  Ad ler

Pr adeep &  N eer a Agar wal

D r. &  M r s. D avid  Austein
T he Belbl id ia Fam i ly
Joel ly  &  Peter  Belm an

T he Ben ton  Fam i ly
M s. Bar bar a Blum

Uncle Char l ie's Backyard  BBQ

A. Bened ict
L iam  Brown

T he Bur ton  Fam i ly
T he Bur nham  Fam i ly
H ar r y  &  Susan  Chan

T he Chehreghan i  Fam i ly
T he Chu Fam i ly
Jan ice L ong Coe

Ter r i  &  I r a Cohen
Joseph  Con te

M ichel le &  Scott  Cor nblat t
N oel  D an to

T he D 'Cr uz Fam i ly

Ph i l ip  D er f ler  &  L inda Tol lef son
Ju l ie D in tam in

T he D ybal l  Fam i ly

ElePress, Ch r ist ine W i lson , 
&  L auren  D eVi to

D iane &  D ave Faulkner

T he Fawley Fam i ly
T he Feingold  Fam i ly

T he Fier stein  Fam i ly
Fr an  &  Ken  Finkelstein

Jam ie &  Bar r y  Freedm an

D onna &  Chr is Fur nas
Br yn  Gaer tner

Gal lan t  Financial  Plann ing, I nc.

N anette &  D avid  Gi l les
T he Golan  Fam i ly

T he Goldstein  Fam i ly
T he Goorev ich  Fam i ly
Ter r i  &  Fred Gordon

Anne Gr aber
Randy &  Becky H al l

T he H ap i l  Fam i ly

Robin  H ieder
T he H or an  Fam i ly

T he H um phreys Fam i l ly
T he H wang Fam i ly

Ger r y  &  Shei la Jackson

T he Kaczm arek Fam i ly
Susan  Katz

T he Kauf fm an  Fam i ly

Tar a &  Jer r y  Kavad ias
John  &  N ancy Kel ly

Carol  Kem pner

T he Kennedy Fam i ly
T he Kim  Fam i ly

T he Kotok Fam i ly
H eather  Kr am er

Kate Kron thal

T im  &  Kathy Kur k jian
T he L ake Fam i ly

L aur ie &  Jim  L ewandowsk i

Karen  L indstrom
T he L oeb Fam i ly

Karen  L oggia
T he M anner s Fam i ly
T he M ancuso Fam i ly

Edward  &  Elaine M cArd le
John  M cArd le

T he M cKam y Fam i ly
T he M ehr a Fam i ly

Evelyn  &  Gar y M ichel

T he M i l ls Fam i ly
T he M i lw i t  Fam i ly

T he M natzakan ian  Fam i ly

Br ian  M onk &  Jan ice M onk
M r. &  M r s. Steven  M onk

Bobbie &  N eel  M ot iwala
M T UT RT  Fam i ly  Foundat ion

In  H onor  of  the N ew Yor k Yankees

El isa N iem tzow
T he N y land Fam i ly

Alex O kun

T he Par ker  Fam i ly
T he Pasekof f  Fam i ly

N ina Paul

I n  H onor  of  the Pi t tsbur gh  Penguins
D ieter  &  Janet Poetzschke

Char l ie &  Jeanne Polcsa
T he Pr ice Fam i ly
T he Purdy Fam i ly

Anne &  Bob Q uinn
L aur a Rister

Jam ie Rosen thal
T he Rudn ic Fam i ly

T he Schneibolk Fam i ly
M indy Stoler

T he Str im p le Fam i ly

Patr icia Shaf fer
N ancy &  M ike Shank
D iane &  John  Schm id

T he Sch r uefer  Fam i ly
Car la Tevaul t

T he Veckm an  Fam i ly
T he W einstein  Fam i ly

T he W i lson  Fam i ly

M ar k &  D onna W i l l iam s
Sue &  Jay W ingate

Carole W or k ing

20 23-24 
YEA RLY PAT RO N S

T he Br ady Fam i ly
An i ta K lein

T he Kr av i tz Fam i ly

Alex Sisco

W an t to see you r  n am e 
h er e or  i n  th e L i f et i m e 

Patr on s sect i on ?
Become a patron of T he Prowler 

by following the instructions 
below. T hank you for 

supporting student journalism!

H OW  T O  BECO M E A PAT RO N  O F T H E PROWLER
Send the fol low ing in for m at ion  to Q O H Sprowler @gm ai l .com . T hen , m ai l  your  donat ion  (cash  or  check) to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School  c/ o 
T he Prowler , or  d rop  i t  of f  in  the M ain  O f f i ce. Please m ake checks payable to Q uince O rchard  H igh  School .

- Patron  N am e(s) for  m ai l ing d istr ibut ion
- Patron  N am e(s) as i t  w i l l  appear  in  the paper
- M ai l ing Address, Ci ty, State &  Z IP Code
- Telephone N um ber
- Em ai l  Address
- D onat ion  Am oun t: Year ly  Patron  ($40 ), L i fet im e Patron  ($150 ), or  O ther  (any $ am oun t)

   T hough  D em ocr ats held  a lar ge 
m ajor i ty  of  w ins in  th is year ?s 
elect ion , the Republ icans d id  score a 
w in . Accord ing to ABC N ews, 
Republ ican  Gover nor  Tate Reeves 
w i l l  l i kely  w in  re-elect ion  in  
M ississipp i  against  D em ocr at  
Br andon  Presley th is year . T hough  
by a sm al ler  m ar gin  com pared to 
20 19, the state w i l l  st i l l  f u l ly  rem ain  
in  Republ ican  hands. 
     W h i le th ings m ay look par t i cu lar ly  
f avor able for  the D em ocr ats, i t  i s also 
im por tan t to note that  th is 20 23 
elect ion  is not the 20 24 elector ate. 
Accord ing to ABC N ews, when  the 
p residen t ial  elect ion  takes p lace in  
20 24, there are strong p red ict ions 
that  the populat ions of  Am er icans 

 who casted  bal lots in  today?s r aces 
w i l l  not  necessar i ly  be the sam e 
populat ion  that  w i l l  vote next year . I n  
add i t ion , peop le and op in ions are 
constan t ly  changing and ad just ing to 
the act ions of  other s. I t  i s st i l l  f ar  too 
ear ly  to p red ict  a w inn ing par ty. 
H owever, th is elect ion  is st i l l   an  
excel len t  t im e for  Am er ican  ci t i zens 
to begin  consider ing thei r  vote in  the 
20 24 elect ion  and stance on  cer tain  
i ssues. Var ious news sources l i ke N BC 
have p red icted  that  key top ics such  as 
abor t ion  w i l l  m ost def in i tely  retur n  
in  the 20 24 debate and be one of  the 
big d iv isor s in  the nat ion . 
So m ar k your  calendar s because 
Tuesday, N ovem ber  5, 20 24 w i l l  be 
the actual  p residen t ial  date!

NEW YORK TIMES

http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com.
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YouT u be m om  ch ar ged  w i th  si x  f el on y 
cou n ts of  ch i l d  abu se
BY N AD IA AUN G

Staff Writer

W hat star ted  of f  as a 
f am i ly - f r iend ly  YouTube 
channel? one that posted  vlogs of  
thei r  day- to-day l i fe? m ade a dar k 
tur n  to cases of  ch i ld  abuse and 
neglect .

Ruby Fr anke, the 41-year-old  
m other  to six beh ind  the f am i ly  
v logging channel  8 Passenger s, wh ich  
coun ted  2.2 m i l l ion  subscr iber s, was 
ar rested  in  August for  ch i ld  abuse. 
She was char ged w i th  six felony 
coun ts, each  char ge car r y ing a 
penal ty  up  to 15 year s in  p r ison .

Fr anke?s 12-year  old  son  was 
repor ted  to have open  wounds, duct  
tape around h is wr ists and ank les 
when  he cl im bed out of  a w indow to 
a neighbor ?s house to seek help .  "I  
just  had a 12-year  old  boy show up  
here at  m y house.  H e's em aciated , 
he's got tape around h is legs, he's 
hungr y and he is th i r sty," said  the 
neighbor.  T hey not iced how severely  
m alnour ished the ch i ld  looked and 
im m ediately  cal led  the pol ice. 
Accord ing to Sal t  L ake Ci ty  N ews, the 
ch i ld  in for m ed pol ice and m ed ical  
per sonnel  that  he was t ied  w i th  rope 
to the ground and that the wounds 
were  d ressed w i th  cayenne pepper  
and honey by "Jod i ."  

K E E P I  N  G   U  P   W  I  T  H    T  H  E 

BY PAT RIN A PUN

Senior Staff Writer 

W elcom e back, Cougar s! Featured 
here is our  colum n  h igh l igh t ing 
im por tan t even ts and the inside 
scoop at  Q O , so that  you can  Keep Up 
W i th  the Kougar s! 

Stu den t H i gh l i gh t  O f  
T h e M on th :

   As young ch i ld ren , we were of ten  

in troduced to var ious instr um en tal  
toys l i ke a four- f unct ion  key p iano or  
the v iol in . Som e m ay have even  taken  
i t  a step  f ur ther  and pur sued the 
instr um en t th roughout thei r  
adolescen t year s un t i l  they real i zed i t  
was just  not  thei r  ?th ing.? 
     H owever, Joey H sieh , a sen ior  here 
at  Q uince O rchard  H igh  School , 
m ost cer tain ly  d id  not give up  on  h is 
instr um en t and is now tak ing i t  
another  step  f ur ther  and pur su ing a 
career  in  m usic. 
    For  the past 13 year s, H sieh  has 
shown  the u tm ost ded icat ion  to the 
cel lo beyond the classroom . From  
20 18 to 20 22, H sieh  was nom inated 
and accep ted in to the M ar y land 
Al l -State O rchestr a. I n  20 19, he was 
accep ted in to the N at ional  
Sym phony O rchestr a Youth  
Fel lowsh ip , a f u l l  scholar sh ip  
p rogr am  designed to help  h igh  
school  studen ts p repare for  a career  
in  m usic. H e has also been  appoin ted  
as the p r incipal  cel l i st  of  the 
M ar y land Classic Youth  O rchestr a?s 
top  orchestr a, the Ph i lhar m on ic, for  
the past two year s. 
     Recen t ly, he won  the gr and p r ize 
in  the Young M usician  I nsp i r ing 
Change I n ter nat ional  Com pet i t ion  
w i th  the L a Vida Str ing Q uar tet , 
wh ich  includes a per for m ance at  
Car negie H al l . I n  add i t ion , he was 
also a p r ize w inner  in  the 
L ondon towne Sym phony O rchestr a 
Young Ar t i st  Com pet i t ion , wh ich  
included

 a solo per for m ance. Just  th is past 
year , he has also par t i cipated  in  the 
Fischof f  N at ional  Cham ber  M usic 
Com pet i t ion  in  South  Bend, I nd iana 
as a quar ter f inal i st . 

Balancing such  a reward ing yet  
r igorous i t iner ar y regard ing h is 
up-and-com ing instr um en tal  career  
can  be qu i te chal lenging w i th  
academ ics as a sen ior . Cur ren t ly, 
H sieh  is en rol led  in  sever al  AP 
cour ses includ ing AP Envi ronm en tal  
Science, Stat ist i cs, Econom ics, and 
Engl ish  L i ter ature. 
    O n  top  of  th is dem and ing 
schedule, H sieh  con t inues to go 
above and beyond and app l ied  to 
num erous respected col leges 
includ ing N or thwester n  Un iver si ty, 
Bienen  School  of  M usic, N ew 
England Conser vator y and Tuf ts 
D ual  D egree Progr am , Rice 
Un iver si ty, Shepard  School  of  M usic, 
and Un iver si ty  of  M ich igan  School  of  
M usic, T heatre &  D ance. 
      W i th  a busy schedule l i ke H sieh 's, 
t im e m anagem en t can  becom e one 
of  the greatest  d i f f i cu l t ies in  
p reven t ing h im  f rom  ef f i cien t ly  
gett ing h is wor k done. H owever, 
H sieh  claim s that ?creat ing a 
schedule and or gan izing m y day? 
had p roven  to be the m ost ef f i cien t  
m ethod to ensure an  equal  balance 
between  m usic and academ ics. W i th  
m uch  exci tem en t and an t icipat ion , 
we w ish  H sieh  the best of  luck in  h is 
m usical  endeavor s! 

EA RLY ACT I O N /  
D ECI SI O N  CO L L EGE 
SU BM I SSI O N S:
W ith  m ost ear ly  act ion  and decision  
subm ission  dead l ines hav ing just  
passed? the m ost com m on  being 
O ctober  15 and N ovem ber  1?  the 
p ressure on  sen ior s here at  Q uince 
O rchard  H igh  School  has begun  to 
weigh  and the real i ty  for  m any has 
set  in . For  sen ior s com ing back to 
school  af ter  a th r i l l i ng sum m er, they 
were qu ick to m ake an  ad justm en t 
f r om  fun  to not- so- fun . Sen ior  Rush  
    

 
 M athai , for  instance, app l ied  to a 
var iety  of  col leges for  ear ly  act ion  
and rol l ing adm ission  includ ing the 
Un iver si ty  of  Pi t tsbur gh , the 
Un iver si ty  of  M ar y land, the 
Un iver si ty  of  N or th  Carol ina Chapel  
H i l l , V i r gin ia Com m onweal th  
Un iver si ty,  Pennsy lvan ia State 
Un iver si ty, and the Un iver si ty  of  
M issour i -Kansas Ci ty. H e claim s the 
m ost t im e-consum ing par t  of  the 
p rocess was the essay por t ion  for  
Penn  State Un iver si ty ; he wrote a 
total  of  14 p ieces for  thei r  honor s 
col lege and M i l lenn ium  Scholar s 
Progr am . To cope w i th  th is stress, 
M athai  r ecom m ends to always ?take 
breaks and m anage your  t im e w isely.? 
D eal ing w i th  extr acur r icu lar  
act iv i t ies along w i th  classes on  top  of  
col lege app l icat ions can  get qu i te 
hect ic, so he adv ises cur ren t jun ior s 
to ?star t  the p rocess as ear ly  as you 
can .?
   Add i t ional ly, sen ior  Kel ly  Adam s 
app l ied  ear ly  decision  to Brown  
Un iver si ty  along w i th  ear ly  act ion  to 
N or theaster n  Un iver si ty, Jam es 
M adison  Un iver si ty, the Un iver si ty  of  
Connect icu t , the Un iver si ty  of  N or th  
Carol ina Chapel  H i l l , the Un iver si ty  
of  M ar y land, the Un iver si ty  of  
Flor ida, and the Un iver si ty  of  
V i r gin ia. Adam s h igh l igh ted  that  
deal ing w i th  the essays took a lot  
m ore ef for t  and t im e than  expected: 
she star ted  w i th  ?140 0  words and had 
to get down  to 650 ,? she said . She 
recom m ends star t ing your  Com m on  
App in  the sum m er  as peop le begin  
to ?bur n  out th is t im e of  year .? 

To say the least , the col lege 
app l icat ion  p rocess is strenuous and 
noth ing l i ke any th ing sen ior s have 
done before. H owever, we are al l  in  
th is together . Best of  luck to al l  the 
sen ior s out there par t i cipat ing in  the 
col lege p rocess. W e got th is!

A D JU ST M EN T S 
REGA RD I N G FO O D  
A N D  SA FET Y: 
T he new school  year  has brough t 

new im p lem en tat ion  of  r u les 
regard ing studen ts? safety  and order . 
    To begin , studen ts who leave 
cam pus and retur n  af ter  the school  
day w i l l  be considered absen t and 
w i l l  not  be per m i t ted  to use M CPS 
tr anspor tat ion  anym ore. Also, 
Pr incipal  Beth  T hom as rei ter ated  
that  studen ts who dr ive to school  are 
not al lowed to leave cam pus dur ing 
lunch  hour s or  any t im e dur ing the 
school  day to ensure a ?secure and 
focused lear n ing env i ronm en t.? 
T hom as em phasizes that  w i th  ever y 
par k ing pass, there was an  agreem en t 
on  the r u les and ind icat ion  of  hav ing 
the p r iv i lege to par k on  school  
grounds. She announced that the 
adm in istr at ion  w i l l  begin  to use a 
p rogressive d iscip l inar y act ion  that  
cou ld  resu l t  in  the rem oval  of  a 
studen t par k ing pass.   
   Fur ther m ore, to m ain tain  a ready 
and focused env i ronm en t for  
ch i ld ren  to lear n , studen ts w i l l  be 
p roh ibi ted  f rom  en ter ing the school  
i f  they ar r ive late to Per iod  6 w i th  
outside food.
 

Q U I N CE O RCH A RD  
N EW  T H EAT RI CA L  
PL AY:
Q uince O rchard  T heatre has recen t ly  
p resen ted us w i th  a new fal l  p lay, 
?Peter  and the Starcatcher ? by Rick 
El ice. T he  p lay features a young 
or phan , Peter , along w i th  two other  
or phans and a gi r l  nam ed M ol ly  on  a 
w i ld  adven ture. Together , they 
encoun ter  sai lor s, bands of  p i r ates, 
m er m aids, and m uch  m ore!
?T h is p roduct ion  has been  incred ibly  
chal lenging, but  i t  i s a beaut i f u l  p iece 
of  theatre that  ever yone should  see,? 
said  Jessica Vogel , Engl ish  teacher  
and the ar t i st i c d i rector  of  Q O  
T heatre. 
  T he f i r st  show ing w i l l  take p lace on  
N ovem ber  11 and the last  show ing on  
N ovem ber  18 at  2 PM  and 7 PM  in  
the aud i tor ium . T ickets are $8 for  
Q uince O rchard  studen ts, $12 for  
adu l ts, and $10  for  ever yone else. 

 W hen  Fr anke wasn?t wor k ing on  
the YouTube channel , she was a par t  
of  a m en tal  heal th  counsel ing ser v ice 
cal led  ConneX ions, alongside 
business par tner  Jod i  H i ldebr andt, 
who was also ar rested  and char ged 
w i th  the sam e six felony coun ts of  
ch i ld  abuse, accord ing to N PR.  T he 
group  faced cr i t i cism  for  i ts 
quest ionable paren t ing adv ice, 
includ ing sham e-based lear n ing, and 
shunn ing peop le who don?t have the 
sam e values as them .

Af ter  the f i r st  ch i ld  was found 
and taken  to the hosp i tal , pol i ce 
d iscovered another  ch i ld  at  a near by 
hom e, also in  the sam e 
m alnour ished cond i t ion . Author i t ies 
then  located  the two m idd le ch i ld ren  
m i les away at  the hom e of  Pam  
Bodtcher, a f r iend of  Fr anke and 
H i ldebr andt and the p residen t of  
ConneX ions. Four  m inor s were 
taken  in to the care of  the 
D epar tm en t of  Ch i ld  and Fam i ly  
Ser v ices.  Fr anke?s eldest daugh ter , 
Shar i  Fr anke, wen t to I nstagr am  to 
post about her  m other ?s ar rest .   She 
posted  an  I nstagr am  stor y wr i t ing, 
?H i  al l . Today has been  a big day. M e 
and m y fam i ly  are so glad  just ice is 
being ser ved. W e?ve been  tr y ing to 
tel l  the pol ice and CPS for  year s 
about th is, and so glad  they f inal ly  
decided to step  up . K ids are safe, but  

there's a long road ahead.  Please 
keep them  in  your  p r ayer s and also 
respect thei r  p r ivacy.?  T h is wasn?t 
the f i r st  t im e Fr anke?s str i ct  
paren t ing concer ned the publ ic.  

I n  a past v ideo, thei r  
then -15-year-old  son  said  that  he had 
slep t  on  a bean  bag for  sever al  
m on ths .  O ther  inciden ts sim i lar  to 
th is included Ruby refusing to pack 
lunch  for  her  then  p re-schooler , 
deny ing her  ch i ld ren  food, 
destroy ing thei r  belongings, and 
forcing them  to stay hom e and clean  
the f loor .  

H er 12-year 
old son was 
reported to 
have open 
wounds, duct 
tape around 
his wrists and 
ankles when he 
climbed out of 
a window.

ABC N ews recen t ly  released 
Shar i?s 9-1-1 cal l  f r om  Septem ber  
20 22, concer ned for  her  sibl ings 
being lef t  hom e alone for  days.  ?H i , 
m y nam e is Shar i  Fr anke,? she said . 
?M y four  younger  sibl ings are l iv ing 
in  Spr ingv i l le and m y   neighbor s 
have been  tel l ing m e that they have 
been  lef t  hom e alone for  about four  
or  f ive days." 

As of  ear ly  O ctober, Utah  
Coun ty judge Suchada P. Bazzel le 
ordered the ch i ld  wel f are case to be 
sealed  f rom  the publ ic to p rotect  
the p r ivacy of  the m inor s involved.  
T h is decision  was announced af ter  
a m em ber  of  the p ress had gained 
"unannounced" access to a hear ing 
in  wh ich  sensi t ive in for m at ion  
about Fr anke's ch i ld ren  was 
d iscussed.  "M ed ia represen tat ives 
took photogr aphs of  ind iv iduals 
involved in  the case wh i le in  the 
hal lway outside of  the cour troom , 
wh ich  is p roh ibi ted ,? said  Bazzel le. 
W e m ay not know m uch  m ore 
about the case for  a wh i le.  I n  
Shar i?s m ost recen t I nstagr am  post, 
thousands of  peop le in  the 
com m en ts sen t suppor t  and p r ayer s 
to Shar i  and her  f am i ly.  ?I  th ink 
about you and your  f am i ly  ever y 
single day.  You?ve gone th rough  so 
m uch .  I ?m  pr ay ing for  a great 
outcom e!? said  user  kat iestevens_ .



BY BRO O KE LYO N S

Staff Writer

Sophom ore year  of  h igh  
school? wh i le th is m ay be the t im e 
m any star t  to d r ive and take thei r  
PSATs, for  m any i t  i s also a t im e of  
exp lor at ion  and sel f -d iscover y before 
the wh i r lw ind  that  i s jun ior  year . 

Accord ing to W e Go Publ ic, a 
non -prof i t  or gan izat ion  focused on  
publ ic educat ion , sophom ore year  i s 
the t im e when  m any studen ts should  
star t  p r ior i t i zing later  p lans and goals. 
T h is includes possible glances at  
col lege, as the next year  w i l l  be m ore 
focused m ore on  SATs, ACTs, and 
extr acur r icu lar s.

W h i le the sophom ore class is 
of ten  over looked by other  classes that  
seem  m ore m em or able, the class of  
?26 deal t  w i th  m ishaps, sl ipups, and 
m en tal  chal lenges of  the f i r st  quar ter . 
W e also ach ieved m any posi t ive 
outcom es and sur pr ises.  

M any studen ts had an  
accom pl ished star t  to the year. For  
exam ple, sophom ore Ay la Sar ano 
stated , ?I  th ink m y f i r st  quar ter  wen t 
real ly  wel l  w i th  m y gr ades and I  d id  
wel l  m anaging m y t im e.? 
For  a num ber  of  studen ts, th is quar ter  
has been  a per iod  of  im provem en t. 
H owever, for  other s, m anaging the 
t r i logy of  school , spor ts and other  
act iv i t ies can  be a bi t  of  a chal lenge. 

?I t?s p ret ty  hard  going f rom  
school  to p r act ice, and that doesn?t 
leave a lot  of  t im e to do wor k , but  I  
hand led  i t  p ret ty  wel l ,? added Sar ano. 
T h is i s t r ue since ath let i c p r act ices 
can  r ange f rom  30  m inutes to two or  
m ore hour s. 

N ever theless, m anaging al l  of  the 
p ressure put on  by classes and 
extr acur r icu lar s i sn?t easy.  ?Gett ing 
h igh  gr ades and back in to the r hy thm  
of  school  al l  day were one of  the 
m ore d i f f i cu l t  f actor s of  the quar ter ,? 

L oyal  custom er s also receive 
deals such  as 30 % of f  order s. ?L ef t  
Par is? is also extrem ely inclusive, 
w i th  sizes r anging f rom  S to 2X L . 
Balala an t icipates m ore sales 
because of  the cold  weather . ?T he 
school  was so hot, but  I  had m y 
lef t  Par is sh i r t , so I  wasn 't  as war m  
as ever yone else,? said  jun ior  
L aur iana D ouan la. 

T he ?whole k i t? includes an  
af fordable top  or  bottom  of  your  
choice. T he backpack is spacious, 
and i f  you str uggle w i th  too m any 
paper s or  folder s, the ?L ef t  Par is? 
backpack m ay be for  you. 
M in im al ist  f ash ion  is grow ing in  
the industr y, Custom er s can  f ind  
L ef tpar is @Tay lef t  on  I nstagr am .
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Sop h om or es r ef l ect  on  ex p ectat i on s an d  
r ecap  th e f i r st  qu ar ter

said  sophom ore Chr is Szi lagy i , since 
the ten -week sum m er  break of ten  
leaves for  m ore f lex ibi l i ty  than  the 
r igidness of  our  cur ren t schedules. 

T here are th ings sophom ores 
w ish  they cou ld 've done th is quar ter , 
as ever y quar ter  of fer s im provem en t. 
?I ?d  study m ore and get m y 
assignm en ts in  on  t im e,? Szi lagy i  
said . 

"

H owever, there is a way Szi lagy i  
deal t  w i th  these hardsh ips. H e 
shared, ?H aving an  agenda book on  
m y phone, tak ing notes, and m ak ing 
sure I  com pleted  school  tasks helped 
m e ad just  to m ore wor k over  t im e,? 
he said . 

W i th  an  end ing, there are always 
new beginn ings. ?I  th ink the next 
quar ter  w i l l  go the sam e,? said  
sophom ore Ser r a O zer, ?but I ?m  
wor r ied  about the four th  quar ter  
because that?s when  we?l l  take al l  of  
the AP tests and end-of - the-year  
tests.? M ost of  the Advanced 
Placem en t exam s take p lace M ay 
six th  to M ay 17th .

T here m ay be op in ions on  how  

studen ts need to im prove for  the 
next quar ter . O zer  stated , ?I  wan t to 
see better  gr ades.? Im prov ing your  
GPA over  t im e cou ld  be a goal  m any 
studen ts str ive to wor k towards as the 
second quar ter  ar r ives.

Unden iably, we?re al ready 25% 
f in ished w i th  the school  year ! As the 
f i r st  quar ter  ends, i t  sign i f ies the 
legacy of  m any ach ievem en ts and 
even ts for  al l  studen ts. T hese include 
even ts such  as Sp i r i t  W eek,

"H aving an agenda 
book on my phone, 
taking notes, and 
making sure I  
completed school 
tasks helped me 
adjust to more work 
over time." 
-  Chris Szilagyi

Stu den t  r u n s cloth i n g 
bu si n ess "L ef t  Par i s"

A few pieces from "Left Paris" 
@Taylef t  ON INSTAGRAM

BY EL ISH A SEN GA

Staff Writer

Sen ior  N eheid  ?Tay? Balala, i s 
the creator  of  the logo br and ?L ef t  
Par is,? a un isex l ine that  sel ls a 
var iety  of  hood ies, pan ts, shor ts, 
backpacks, and t- sh i r ts on l ine. 
    Balala star ted  th is business as a 
way to p rove h is ind iv idual i ty. T he 
nam e ?L ef t  Par is? m eans leav ing 
your  bad past beh ind , whether  i t 's 
d r ugs or  alcohol . T he ?L ef t? 
sym bol izes a per iod  of  growth  and 
?Par is? al ludes to the wel l - known  
h igh - fash ion  ci ty. 

M anaging your  own  business 
can  be hard , and asp i r ing 
beginner s should  keep in  m ind 
that they should  be ready to ?fai l ,? 
says Balala. W i th  the help  of  h is 
paren ts, who were w i l l ing to take 
r i sks, Balala was able to get the 
suppor t  he needed to jum p-star t  
h is business. 

Tay?s p r ices r ange based on  the 
t im e spen t on  m ak ing the gar m en t 
and i ts qual i ty, so a lot  of  ef for t  i s 
put  in to i tem s to m ake sure h is 
custom er s get what they pay for .

Studen ts at  Q uince O rchard  
have been  seen  wear ing h is 
apparel , and w i th  the tem per ature 
gett ing colder , jun ior  Seinn  Phu 
says, ?L ef t  Par is hood ie keeps m e 
war m  in  and out of  school .?  

H om ecom ing, Fr iday N igh t Footbal l  
gam es and m ore. T h is end ing also 
includes f al l  spor ts end ing thei r  
seasons and w in ter  spor ts beginn ing 
to em er ge.

T here is st i l l  p len ty  of  wor k to be 
done f rom  the class of  ?26 includ ing 
br igh t  accom pl ishm en ts we ach ieved 
and hardsh ips we overcam e. W i th  a 
posi t ive out look and hard  wor k , we 
can  ach ieve what we put our  m inds 
to.

BROOKE LYONS

Elizabeth Carvallo (left) and H alle Williams, both sophomores, 
chatting at lunch in Room 234.
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BY M O L LY RUBM AN

Staff Writer 

Red and or ange leaves f ly  
past you, a br isk ch i l l  of  w ind  
f lows th rough  the holes of  your  
sweater , the noise of  sm al l  talk 
f i l ls the room , and the sm el l  of  
tu r key and m ashed potatoes 
waf ts past you: T hanksgiv ing 
has alm ost ar r ived . I n  f ive days, 
Q O  w i l l  go on  a th ree-day 
T hanksgiv ing break. 

T h is year , M onday and 
Tuesday w i l l  be hal f -days and 
W ednesday, T hur sday, and 
Fr iday w i l l  be com pletely  of f . 
T h is al lows t im e for  studen ts, 
staf f , and thei r  f am i l ies to t r avel  
i f  needed. For  science resource 
teacher  Jenn i fer  Yeck, th is 
extended break is benef icial . 
?M y brother ?s w i fe's f am i ly  i s in  
Pi t tsbur gh  (th ree hour s away), 
so i t 's a big extended day,? Yeck 
said .

W h i le t r avel ing is com m on , 
m any choose to stay local  and 
al low the fest iv i t ies to 
com m ence in  the com for t  of  
thei r  own  hom e.  For  m any, 
watch ing footbal l  i s a stap le 
dur ing T hanksgiv ing season . 
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WANNAPIK, VECTOR PORTAL, FREERANGE

For  sen ior  M ichael  Tal iano, 
i t  i s just  that , as h is f avor i te 
th ing to do on  T hanksgiv ing is 
to watch  footbal l . ?I t 's a f un  
th ing to watch  w i th  m y fam i ly,? 
he said . 

O ther s have m ore act ive 
t r ad i t ions they par t i cipate in  
each  year, l i ke jun ior  Gabbie 
Spano. ?[M y fam i ly  and I ]  get  
up  ver y ear ly  and then  we go to 
the ?tur key t rot ,? wh ich  is usual ly  
a 5k ,? Spano said . She has been  
doing th is since she was ten  
year s old  and says i t  ?br ings 
[her ] f am i ly  together .? 

I t  goes w i thout say ing, 
however, that  T hanksgiv ing is 
not T hanksgiv ing w i thout food! 
T he m ain  d ish  that  ever yone 
wai ts for  i s usual ly  tur key, 
wh ich  is com m on ly associated  
w i th  the hol iday i tsel f . But for  
som e fam i l ies, they choose 
other  foods to be the m ain  
d ish . 

?M e and a few other  
m em ber s of  m y fam i ly  real i ze 
that  tur key is real ly  over r ated  
and not wor thy of  being the 
cen ter p iece of  the hol iday,? 
social  stud ies teacher  Joshua 
Schum an  said , and then  added, 
?W hy would  we use our  11th  
best p rotein  as the m ain  d ish??

Seem ingly  passionate that  
tur key is not the way to go, 
Schum an  prov ides other  m eats 
that  he has m ade instead. ?I 've 
taken  to m ak ing som eth ing l i ke 
a r ib roast, duck, or  a br isket,? 
he said .  

M oving on  f rom  just  the 
m eat par t  of  the feast  i s al l  the 
side d ishes. W hen  asked what 
her  f avor i te T hanksgiv ing food 
was, Yeck said  i t  was a tough  
cal l . ?T he com binat ion  of  
cr anber r y  sauce, m ashed 
potatoes, and stu f f ing w i th  
som e gr avy,? she said . T here are 
also al l  the in fam ous desser ts 
such  as pum pkin  p ie, pecan  p ie, 
app le p ie, i ce cream , and cake.

Aside f rom  al l  the f un  and 
food, T hanksgiv ing is real ly  a 
t im e for  f am i l ies to com e 
together  and celebr ate what 
they are thankfu l  for . ?M y 
fam i ly  and I  always go around 
the table and say one th ing we 
are thankfu l  for  about each  
per son ,? jun ior  Ly la H olstein  
said . 

O ther  f am i l ies m ay indu lge 
in  act iv i t ies together  such  as 
board  gam es or  watch ing 
m ovies instead to show thei r  
gr at i tude and appreciat ion  for  
each  other . T hough , no m atter  
what a f am i ly  decides to do, 
being al l  together  i s just  enough.

T h e Fi r st  M i l eston e
Sen ior s? out look on  thei r  upcom ing fu ture decisions 
af ter  h igh  school
BY DAVID  GUEVARA
Staff Writer

I t?s that  t im e of  year  when  the 
hol iday season  is k ick ing of f , w i th  
T hanksgiv ing on ly  a week away and 
Chr istm as a few m ore af ter . H owever, 
besides the hol iday exci tem en t, i t?s 
also that  t im e of  year  when  sen ior s 
begin  to take thei r  biggest step  in  
thei r  l i ves: the decision  of  thei r  
f u tures. W hether  they are app ly ing 
for  col leges, or  tak ing a gap  year  and 
gett ing a job, the hol iday season  is 
one of  the m ost stressfu l  t im es of  the 
year  for  sen ior s w i th  thei r  f u tures in  
hand.

W i th  studen ts send ing in  thei r  
app l icat ions to a num ber  of  schools,  
som e m ay wonder  how thei r  t im e in  
school  has bu i l t  up  for  th is m om en t. 
T hey m ay wonder  whether  the school  
system  has p repared them  for  thei r  
next  chap ter , or  i f  thei r  p r ior  
decisions were wor th  the t im e and 
stress they m ay have posed.  T hese 
quest ions can  be answered in  a 
m ul t i tude of  d i f feren t ways 
depend ing on  the studen t? and 
som et im es the quest ions have yet to 
have an  answer. 

Regard ing whether  the school  
system  has p repared sen ior s for  the 
col lege exper ience, Kem bola, am ong 
m any sen ior s, 

has the m indset that  school  has 
p repared h im , but to on ly  a cer tain  
exten t. H e and m any other s f ind  that  
i t  can  on ly  help  so m uch , but i t  i s a 
necessar y stepp ing stone to thei r  
f u tures. 

Am ong the m any quest ions 
sur round ing col lege for  sen ior s i s the 
dest inat ion  of  the school . Could  i t  be 
states away? O r  on ly  a few m i les? I n  
regards to h is cur ren t status of  
app l icat ions, sen ior  Aaron  D ean  
exp lains how he ?d idn?t app ly  to any 
[four-year ] un iver si t ies? and h is ?p lan  
is to go to M on tgom er y Col lege and 
tr ansfer  to UM D.? 

O ther  sen ior s, l i ke D an iel  
M er i los, app l ied  to col leges m uch  
fur ther  f r om  M ar y land, l i ke the 
Un iver si ty  of  Cal i for n ia, San  D iego; 
San  Fr ancisco State Un iver si ty ; and 
Cal i for n ia M ar i t im e Academ y. Sen ior  
D ah l ia Al tal ib also br anched outside 
of  the state, app ly ing to Geor ge 
M ason  Un iver si ty  in  Vi r gin ia. 

U l t im ately, one of  the biggest 
quest ions involved in  sen ior s? 
f u ture-p lann ing p rocess is 
deter m in ing the t im ing. M any 
sen ior s debate whether  they need a 
break or  not af ter  h igh  school , or  a 
?gap year ? as i t  i s cal led  by m any. But 
i f  decided i t?s im por tan t to p lan  
ahead before the t im e com es, giv ing 
studen ts the oppor tun i ty  to better  
p repare them selves for  col lege 
dur ing that  t im e. Al tal ib, for  instance, 
stated  that  she ?[isn?t]  r eal ly  sure what 
[she] would  do dur ing a gap  year.?

In  the end, there are a lot  of  
quest ions that  loom  for  the sen ior s, 
and m ost of  these quest ions w i l l  al l  
be answered later  in  the school  year . 
O ver al l , these next few m on ths w i l l  
be cr ucial  stepp ing stones and 
beginn ings to a var iety  of  career s for  
these young adu l ts.

T u r keys, T r ad i t i on s, an d  T r avel s Galor e
What do you do for T hanksgiving?

"For the most part, 
but in life, you always 
have to expect the 
unexpected, and you 
can't prepare for 
everything"
-Cherubin Kembola

DAVID GUEVARA

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS /  GOTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER, INC.

Aaron Dean, Cherubin Kembola, 
and Dahlia Altalib are among 
the QO seniors who are in the 
process of deciding their futures.



BY SOPH I E FAWKNER and KAT E 
BELM AN
Senior Staff Writers 

D r ake cou ld  be considered one of  
the m ost in f luen t ial  ar t i sts of  the 
cur ren t gener at ion . 
W i th  f ive Gr am m y Awards, 34 
Bi l lboard  M usic Awards, and 
recogn i t ion  as the Bi l lboard?s Ar t i st  of  
the 20 10 s D ecade w inner, D r ake is 
adored by h is f anbase. W henever  one 
th inks of  D r ake, one tends to th ink of  
h is m ost f am ous songs such  as ?O ne 
D ance? and ?God?s Plan?, to nam e a 
few. 

W hether  you?re f am i l iar  w i th  h is 
f u l l  d iscogr aphy or  not, D r ake has 
had a p lethor a of  h i ts: on  a 
com m ercial  scale, D r ake has had 13 
num ber-one h i ts on  the Bi l lboard  
H ot 10 0  th roughout h is career , the 
f i f th  m ost of  any ar t i st . 

Recen t ly, D r ake supp l ied  h is 
f andom  w i th  yet  another  body of  
wor k , r eleasing h is album  For All the 
Dogs on  O ctober  6.

T he W eeknd, 21 Savage, J. Cole, 
Yeat, SZ A, Bad Bunny, and Tr av is 
Scott  are al l  ar t i sts that  have features 
w i th in  the album .

 W i th  th is heavy em phasis on  
col labor at ions, som e fans assum e that 
D r ake is at tem pt ing to broaden  h is 
reach  by encour aging d i f feren t 
f andom s to l i sten  to h is new releases.

W h i le D r ake?s fandom  is 
ded icated  and loyal ,  som e were 
d isappoin ted  in  h is newest album . 
O ne who was sl igh t ly  d isappoin ted  
w i th  the album ?s qual i ty  was 
sophom ore Ay la Sar ano, who 
though t there was ?a lack of  creat iv i ty  
and som e of  the songs shared the 
sam e beat.? Sar ano claim s that there 
were on ly  a few songs that she l i ked  
out of  the whole album . 

??Rich  Baby D addy? is p ret ty  
m uch  the on ly  song I  would  l i sten  to 
again ,? she said .

Another  D r ake fan , sophom ore 
M add ie Knar r , also shared som e of

D r ake's n ew  albu m  u n der w h elm in g
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VIEWPOINT
W h at h ap p en ed  to th e 
p op  star ? 

An October strike by women in Iceland to protest the pay gap and gender-based violence was 
joined by the Prime M inister herself, Katrín Jakobsdóttir. In this strike, women who 
participated did not engage in paid or unpaid work to highlight their importance to society. 
Iceland had a similar strike in 1975 that caused the passing of an equal pay law, but the 
current strikers say more work needs to be done to achieve full equality.

CARTOON BY AMADI PINKNEY

BY CH ASE PASEKO FF

Editor- in-Chief

I n  recen t year s, the concept of  a 
?pop star ? has changed great ly. A 
?pop star ? was som eone who 
dom inated pop  m usic and ser ved as a 
m usical  i con  to a ded icated  aud ience. 
W h i le there cer tain ly  st i l l  are a f ai r  
share of  these m usical  f igures in  the 
cur ren t pop  cu l ture sphere (Tay lor  
Sw i f t , H ar r y  Sty les, D r ake, and Adele 
for  exam ple), they are few and far  
between  com pared to the 1980 s, 
1990 s, and 20 0 0 s, when  there was an  
ar r ay of  ar t i sts that  essen t ial ly  
?owned? the m usic scene. 

T hese ar t i sts al l  had a cer tain  je 
ne sais quoi  and were d i f f i cu l t  to 
com e by. T hey were f igures that  had 
these lar ger- than - l i fe per sonal i t ies 
and seem ed so f ar  rem oved f rom  
gener al  society. As of  late, however, 
these qual i t ies that  once were in  
m any ways v iewed as a requ i rem en t 
for  being a pop  star  have becom e 
obsolete.

W i th  the r i se of  social  m ed ia 
out lets, m usicians have becom e 
m uch  m ore accessible to the gener al  
publ ic. Fans are now able to d i rect ly  
com m un icate w i th  thei r  f avor i te 
star s, an  abi l i ty  that  other  f andom s 
d idn?t have sever al  decades ago. I n  
m any ways, th is has added a m ore 
per sonal  touch  to the ar t i sts, as they 
are able to share m ore about 
them selves and thei r  l i ves w i th  thei r  
f ans d i rect ly. Consequen t ly, th is has 
led  to a decl ine in  the m yster ious 
al lu re that  m any m usicians and 
celebr i t ies used to have. As recen t ly

as 15 year s ago, the on ly  way to hear  
about celebr i ty  gossip , d r am a, and 
thei r  per sonal  l i ves was th rough  
tabloid  m agazines. W i th  social  m ed ia 
in ter tw in ing in to our  l i ves so heavi ly, 
the d isconnect between  ar t i sts and 
fans has becom e less and less 
p ronounced. 

I t  i s in terest ing to obser ve how, as 
a resu l t , th is connect iv i ty  has 
changed the percep t ion  of  pop  star s 
in  our  cur ren t society. W h i le 
celebr i t ies con t inue to l i ve in  a 
separ ate wor ld  f r om  peop le who are 
v iewed as ?nor m al ,? the concept of  
r elatabi l i ty  has taken  over  the 
celebr i ty  br and and has becom e the 
cen tr al  focus of  m any celebr i t ies' 
approach  to f am e. T he desi re to 
appear  to be an  ever yday per son , as 
opposed to a pop  cu l ture icon , has 
seem ed to be the route m any ar t i sts 
have taken  to appeal  to thei r  
f anbases. 

Sim i lar ly, th is change in  
per spect ive has had an  ef fect  on  the 
v iew that f ans have on  thei r  f avor i te 
celebr i t ies as wel l . W h i le f ans have 
always fel t  a deep connect ion  and 
love towards ar t i sts, th is new level  of  
r elatabi l i ty  that  celebr i t ies have 
at tem pted to por tr ay has led  m any 
fans to feel  even  m ore connected 
than  they would  other w ise. T hose 
who once had an  unattainable 
l i festy le are now appear ing to be ?just  
l i ke you.? W i th  al l  of  th is being said , 
the quest ion  st i l l  r em ains: w i l l  pop  
star s con t inue to evolve as relatable 
f igures, or  w i l l  they even tual ly  rever t  
to thei r  i con - l i ke im age? 

her  d isappoin tm en t towards the 
album . 

"I t  was p ret ty  decen t, other  than  
the r andom  bar k ing in  som e par ts. 
Each  song had som e wei rd  beats and 
weren?t any th ing special ,? said  Knar r .

T h is i s com ing f rom  a f an  who 
loves al l  of  D r ake's h i ts and p rev ious 
album s.

Sophom ore D evin  D ay also 
bel ieves that  D r ake?s new album  is 
over r ated . 

?I t  was honest ly  ter r ib le and I  
expected way m ore. Youngboy?s 
album  is m uch  better ,? said  D ay. 

D ay isn?t necessar i ly  a super fan  
of  D r ake, but st i l l  expected 
som eth ing m ore out of  an  ar t i st  who 
is so hyped up.

Just  because Sar ano and Knar r  
were d isappoin ted  w i th  th is album , 
however, i t  doesn?t m ean  that they 
wouldn?t l i sten  to any m ore album s.

?I  st i l l  love and suppor t  D r ake. I  
just  hope he com es out w i th  a better  
album  soon ,? said  Sar ano. 

As for  Knar r , she agreed, say ing, 
?I  am  st i l l  an  av id  l i stener  of  D r ake 
and hope to see a better  album  in  the 
f u ture.?

O ver al l , desp i te D r ake hav ing a 
bi t  of  a ?lack of  creat iv i ty? accord ing 
to Sar ano in  h is m usic and album s 
nowadays, h is lov ing f ans w i l l  
con t inue to suppor t  and l i sten  to h is 
m usic. Both  D r ake and h is m usic 
w i l l  always be seen  as legendar y and 
t im eless, nonetheless.

ADONIS GRAHAM

Album cover for ?For All the Dogs?

M oder n  Jazz an d  i ts O u tstan d i n g 
Com eback

VIEWPOINT

BY M AM S JAGH A
Editor- in-Chief

W ith  the recen t release of  
Iceland ic singer-songwr i ter  L aufey 's 
second stud io album  "Bew i tched," 
m any are beginn ing to f al l  back in to 
the hypnot ic char m  of  jazz. 

I n  the past 20  year s, ar t i sts l i ke 
Esper anza Spald ing, Sam ar a Joy, 
Kam asi  W ash ington , and N ubya 
Garcia have u t i l i zed  
m ul t i - instr um en tal  sounds to create 
a sense of  com for t  and an  ageless 
appeal  to thei r  m oder n  tw ist  on  jazz. 
T hei r  ly r i cal  them es and f l ip  on  
classical  sty les have m ade jazz m ore 
?accessible? to younger  aud iences 
and redef ined i ts p lace w i th in  the 
jazz gen re. 

O r iginat ing in  Af r i can -Am er ican  
com m un i t ies of  N ew O r leans, the 
broad sty le incor por at ing syncopated 
r hy thm s, im prov isat ion , and 
in tr igu ing har m on ies spread l i ke 
w i ld f i r e and hasn 't  stopped since. 
Recogn ized as a m ajor  for m  of  
m usical  expression , Jazz m usic 
created  a sense of  iden t i ty  and a way 
for  Af r i can  Am er icans to express 
thei r  l iber at ion  f rom  the con f ines of  
slaver y in  the ear ly  20 th  cen tur y. T he 
constan t ly  evolv ing and expand ing 
sound that em er ged f rom  r agt im e 
and other  m usical  in f luences such  as 
blues becam e an  unexpected h i t  
around the Un i ted  States and 
beyond.

Ear ly  Jazz m ixed elem en ts of  
r agt im e and then  instr um en ts l i ke 
ban jos, t r um pets, saxophones, and 
tubas. Ear ly  jazz m usicians l i ke L ou is 
Ar m strong, Bi l l ie H ol iday, Char l ie 
Par ker , and M ar y L ou W i l l iam s 
im p lem en ted expressive vocals, 
un restr i cted  im prov isat ions, scat 
singing, and pur i ty  of  tone to not just  
develop  an  ind iv idual  voice but also 
to open  up  the d i f feren t possibi l i t ies 
of  what Jazz cou ld  be.

Cur ren t ly, m oder n  Jazz ar t i sts 
f use together  other  wor ld  m usic, 
un ique bass, and electron ic elem en ts 
to p reser ve the standard  sty le but 
also add a new m ix to i t . 

For  exam ple, in  Esper anza 
Spald ing?s ?L est W e For get (Blood)? 
(20 18), the m ix of  p iano, gu i tar s, and 
bass seam lessly  blend in to her  
dynam ic voice and dem onstr ates her  
abi l i ty  to com pose a r i ch  Jazz 
Per for m ance. 

N ubya Garcia?s ?Together  i s a 
Beaut i f u l  Place To Be? (20 20 ) blends 
m uted dr um s, l igh t  keys, and a 
sm ooth  saxophone to create an  
in tense sense of  am biance in  her  
sound. 

W h i le these ar t i sts add thei r  own  
special  elem en ts to thei r  m usic, they 
always seem  to keep  the or iginal  
conver sat ional  tone of  Jazz. 

Som e m ay say that  Jazz is ?dead,? 
or  that  i t  i s an  ancien t ar t  for m  that 
cou ld  on ly  be per for m ed by i ts 
legends; however, any t r ue ar t i st  
knows that m usic i s a for m  of  
expression  that  can  never  be tam ed 
or  er ased. I n  hopes of  bu i ld ing a 
br idge between  gener at ions, ar t i sts 
l i ke L aufey, Cher ise, Ezr a Col lect ive, 
and Venna have tr ansfor m ed and 
expanded what they love about thei r  
f avor i te gen re, wh i le also keep ing the 
or iginal  elem en ts of  the ar t  for m , to 
create an  un for gettable sound.

PIXIST

http://have.As


SPO RT S   T H E  PR OW L ER10 N OVEM BER 17, 20 23

Ath lete of  th e M on th
BY O L IVIA M AYT IN

Senior Staff Writer

CH EERL EA D I N G -  SEN I O R 
M EGA N  H U GH ES 
Var si ty  coach  N akeya Flem ing chose 
H ughes because ?she is a 
power house. She wor ks hard  to 
im prove ever y day and doesn 't  set t le 
for  any th ing less than  her  best. She is 
suppor t ive and encour aging to her  
team m ates and is a great leader.?
 
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A.  I  l i ke to go to a com pet i t ive cheer  
gym  to wor k on  tum bl ing. W hen  I 'm  
not doing that , I  l i ke to hang out 
w i th  f r iends or  go to other  spor t ing 
even ts.
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A. I  p r ior i t i ze m y educat ion  f i r st , 
and a way I  do that  i s to get al l  m y 
hom ewor k done I  can  in  classes 
when  I  have f ree t im e, or  whenever  
I 'm  hom e before p r act ice I  get  wor k 
done. T hat way, af ter  p r act ice I  can  
get study ing done and not stress over  
late wor k .
Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g th i s 
sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. I n  3rd  gr ade, m y sister  t r ansfer red  
to a d i f feren t gym  cal led  Shockwave, 
where I  was welcom ed w i th  open  
ar m s. I  was at  one of  m y sister 's 
p r act ices, and one of  the coaches saw 
I  was tr y ing to do a back walk-over  
and was so sweet and helped m e do 
i t . T hen  I  wan ted to lear n  m ore sk i l ls 
and be a par t  of  a team , so I  jo ined 
dur ing the next t r yout cl in ic.

Q . W h at i s th e team  atm osp h er e l i ke 
at  Q O ?
A. O ur  team  atm osphere is def in i tely  
cr azy at  t im es dur ing com pet i t ion  
season  because there?s so m uch  
p ressure. But our  team  always f inds 
the posi t ives by m ak ing jokes and 
keep ing p r act ice en ter tain ing.
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s you  
h ave f or  th e team ?
A. O ne of  the m ain  goals I  have is to 
p lace at  least  th i r d  at  r egionals and at  
least  get  to go to the state 
com pet i t ion . I  also wan t the gi r ls who 
don?t have a back tuck to do one 
successfu l ly, because m ost peop le on  
the team  are so close to gett ing the 
sk i l l  and I  bel ieve they can  get i t .
Q . W h at?s you r  f avor i te team  
tr ad i t i on ?
A.  M y favor i te team  tr ad i t ion  is our  
team  sleepover  because we get so 
close to one another  and get to lear n  
so m uch  about each  other .

CRO SS CO U N T RY -  FRESH M A N  
A L I YA A RGU BI E 
Var si ty  Coach  Seann  Pelkey chose 
Ar gubie because she is the gi r l 's team  
leader  in  the 5K, f in ish ing in  22:28 
m inutes. She is the team 's top  
f in isher  in  ever y m eet th is year  and 
she f in ished 46th  at  the M CPS 
Cham pionsh ips.

Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. Besides spor ts, I  en joy t r avel ing, 
cook ing, and m usic. 
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A. I  p r ior i t i ze m y tasks and stay 
or gan ized.

Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g th i s 
sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. Back in  m idd le school , I  got  in to 
r unn ing because m y sister s were 
involved in  a spor t  and they took m e 
along.
Q .  W h at i s th e team  atm osp h er e l i ke 
at  Q O ?
A. T he team  dynam ic at  Q O  is 
incred ible? the atm osphere is 
suppor t ive w i th  lots of  
encour agem en t wh i le p lacing 
im por tance on  ef fect ive 
com m un icat ion  and col labor at ion . 
T h is k ind  of  env i ronm en t real ly  
foster s great team wor k by 
encour aging ind iv idual  passion  and 
suppor t iveness.
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s you  
h ave f or  th e team ?
A. W e aim  to consisten t ly  im prove 
our  r ace t im es so we can  r ank am ong 
the top  team s at  m eets regu lar ly ; 
qual i f y ing for  regional  and nat ional  
cham pionsh ips is also an  object ive as 
wel l  as enhancing over al l  f i tness 
levels and endur ance w i th in  the 
whole team !
Q . W h at?s you r  f avor i te team  
tr ad i t i on ?
A.  Al l  those awesom e out ings we 
have together !

FI EL D  H O CK EY -  SEN I O R L I L A 
M O N CA K
M oncak is a two-year  var si ty  f ield  
hockey p layer  and both  seasons has 
been  nam ed a cap tain .  So far  th is 
season , she has scored 6 goals and has 
6 assists. She has stepped in to a 
leader sh ip  role th is season  and has 
excel led  t rem endously.  She leads by 
exam ple on  and of f  the f ield  and 
pushes her  team m ates to 
con t inuously  wor k hard  and be better  
ver sions of  them selves.  She is 
extrem ely coachable .

Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. O utside of  spor ts, I  en joy f i sh ing, 
sk i ing, and hanging out w i th  m y 
f r iends.
Q . H ow  do you  balan ce bei n g a 
stu den t-ath lete?
A. I  balance being a studen t-ath lete by 
wor k ing around m y gam es and 
p r act ices and gett ing m y wor k done in  
the shor t  t im e I  have.
Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g th i s 
sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. I  star ted  sophom ore year  because i t  
was m y f i r st  year  at  Q O , and I  heard  i t  
was ver y f un  and I  was exci ted  to 
m eet new peop le.
Q .  W h at i s th e team  atm osp h er e l i ke 
at  Q O ?
A. T he team  atm osphere is ver y f un . 
W e are al l  r eal ly  close, so the team  
always looks for ward  to being at  
p r act ice together !
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s you  
h ave f or  th e team ?
A. A goal  I  have for  the team  is to 
con t inue wor k ing hard  to beat the 
harder  team s!  
Q . W h at?s you r  f avor i te team  
tr ad i t i on ?
A. M y favor i te t r ad i t ion  is hav ing a 
team  sleepover  at  the end of  our  
season .

L ook out for  the next i ssue for   the 
w in ter  spor ts!

Q O N W  H ockey
BY DYL AN  FL AIM
Staff Writer

Typ ical ly, we see N or thwest and 
Q uince O rchard  batt l ing i t  out  on  a 
footbal l  f ield , soccer  p i tch , basketbal l  
cour t , or  wherever  as r ivals. But that  
i s not  the case on  the ice. 

T he once- t i t led  Q uince O rchard  
club ice hockey team  is now known  as 
the Q uince O rchard-N or thwest 
(Q O N W ) club ice hockey team . Yes, 
you read that cor rect ly : Q uince 
O rchard  and N or thwest have 
com bined in to one team  on  the ice. 
T he m er ger  i s  due to Q uince 
O rchard  on ly  hav ing four  retur n ing 
p layer s on  the team . 

You m ay be wonder ing how the 
chem istr y  wor ks, as these team s have 
com bined on  shor t  not ice w i th  on ly  
one p r act ice a week. W el l , accord ing 
to sen ior  Fletcher  Shupe, the team  
chem istr y  has actual ly  got ten  better . 
?Com bin ing w i th  N or thwest has 
actual ly  m ade us closer . I  feel  l i ke our  
chem istr y  has im proved since 
com bin ing w i th  them ,? said  Shupe. 

N ow the quest ion  ar ises: W hy are 
there on ly  four  Q uince O rchard  
studen ts on  the hockey team ? T here?s 
a var iety  of  answer s. O ne of  them  is 
that  Q O  hockey doesn?t get m uch  
recogn i t ion . 

?W e don?t get any 
recogn i t ion  f rom  
[Q O ] at  al l . L ast  
year  we got a 
page in  the 
year book, and 
that was about i t ."
-Fletcher Shupe

Another  answer  is that  hockey is 
a d i f f i cu l t  spor t  to get in to. M ost 
peop le bel ieve that  you have to be an  
el i te skater  in  order  to p lay hockey. 

?I  don?t th ink you have to be a 
great skater  to p lay. I  th ink your  
team m ates can  real ly  teach  you a lot ,? 
said  sen ior  Ryan  St i l lwel l . 

St i l lwel l , who p lays the goal ie 
posi t ion , goes on  to talk about how 
p lay ing goal ie in  hockey d i f fer s f r om  
p lay ing goal ie in  other  spor ts. ?I t?s 
real ly  d i f feren t because you have 
skates on ,? he said . ?T he footwor k is 
d i f feren t since you have to be 
constan t ly  m oving side to side.?

Even  though  ever yone on  the 
team  lacks the exper ience of  p lay ing 
w i th  each  other , Q O N W  has star ted  
the season  relat ively  wel l , w i th  a 2-1 
record  as of  the end of  O ctober. 

D esp i te the strong star t , sen ior  
M atthew M i l ls desp ises the 
com binat ion . ?I  w ish  we cou ld  p lay 
Q O  H ockey again . But not enough  
peop le f r om  Q O  decided to p lay 
hockey, wh ich  we can?t con trol ,? he 
said .

Un for tunately, the com plete end 
of  Q O  hockey m ay be upcom ing, 
whether  com bined w i th  N or thwest 
or  not . Cur ren t ly, ever y single Q O  
p layer  i s a sen ior . T h is m eans that 
un less cur ren t 8th  gr ader s going to 
Q O  next year  p lay hockey, or  
newbies com e out to p lay, there w i l l  
be no one on  the hockey team  next 
year . 

I f  you?re in terested  in  com ing out 
to a Q O N W  hockey gam e, they 
typ ical ly  p lay on  Fr iday n igh ts at  the 
Rockv i l le Ice Rink . T hei r  next  gam e 
is ton igh t against  
Rockv i l le-M agr uder  at  10 :0 0  PM .

sign i f i can t m en tor s to the 
underclassm en  as they m ot ivate 
them  to wor k hard  to im prove thei r  
sk i l ls. Coach  D im m ick poin ted  out 
that  they are ?tr y ing to p rom ote 
posi t ive behavior s?, as Q O  team s are 
an  extension  of  the classroom . 

Coaches Tw ine and D im m ick are 
per fect  r ole m odels for  these 
ath letes. Sophom ore w ide receiver  
and defensive back M y les Stander  
looks up  to both  coaches because, he 
says, they ?teach  m e im por tan t l i f e 
lessons l i ke per sever ance and 
leader sh ip .? 

I n  order  to create such  a 
successfu l  var si ty  team , i t  al l  begins 
at  the JV level . Coach  Tw ine 
em phasizes how ?to have a strong 
[var si ty ]  p rogr am , the JV has to be 
strong? because ?the k ids that  are 
com ing up  have to be m ot ivated  and 
developed.?  And th is i s al l  t r ue. 
Especial ly  in  footbal l  at  Q O , JV is 
where the p layer s lear n  the sk i l ls and 
d iscip l ine that  they w i l l  con t inue to 
use in  thei r  var si ty  career . 

So they m ay have not gone 
undefeated th is season , but the boys 
lear ned the im por tance of  
deter m inat ion  and hard  wor k . 
Ar guably, th is i s m ore im por tan t 
than  your  typ ical  per fect  season .

JV Footbal l
BY M AD EL EIN E BURKE
Editor- In-Chief

O ur  JV footbal l  team  had m ajor  
goals for  thei r  20 23-24 season  af ter  
being undefeated last  year . H owever, 
thei r  m ission  of  going undefeated 
once again  was in ter r up ted  dur ing 
thei r  f i r st  gam e of  the season . Q O  fel l  
to Stone Br idge in  a hard- fough t 
batt le of  6-28. But was th is loss 
exact ly  what they needed to create an  
even  better  season  than  what they 
im agined?

T he team  p layed thei r  last  gam e 
on  O ctober  28 and won  against  
Sher wood 34-12, end ing w i th  an  
over al l  season  record  of  7-1. Af ter  
thei r  f i r st  loss, the team  was able to 
reset them selves to m ake posi t ive 
changes to thei r  gam e. T hei r  
con f idence was a par t i cu lar ly  
im por tan t f actor  to the team  due to 
the p layer s being p redom inan t ly  
f r eshm en . Coach  Ryan  D im m ick 
exp lained how the team  ?real ly  
star ted  to bel ieve in  them selves? 
m ore and m ore af ter  each  gam e. 

D im m ick and Alex Tw ine, both  
head coaches and teacher s at  Q O ,  
have lar ge in f luences on  and of f  the 
f ield  for  the boys. T hey are 

M yles Stander 
(far left) and 
other members 
of the JV 
football team 
stand on the 
field.INSTAGRAM /  ALEX TWINE



BY M O TAZ  D EIFY
Senior Staff Writer

T he weather  m ay have begun  to 
cool  down  outside, but  the cour ts 
have st i l l  been  war m  and ready for  
the Q uince O rchard  gi r ls vol leybal l  
team . 

For  the past th ree m on ths, the 
Cougar s wor ked nonstop  in  order  to 
ach ieve thei r  m ain  goal  of  the 
season? p lay ing together  to w in . 
T h is p ropel led  the team  in to 
advancing f ar  in to the postseason . 
H owever, on  N ovem ber  8, thei r  
season  cam e to a close af ter  an  upset 
in  the region  f inals.

W hen  the regu lar  season  cam e to 
a conclusion  on  O ctober  26, the 
Cougar s had a record  of  7-7, ev idence 
that they pushed th rough  m any ups 
and downs along the way. Regard less 
of  who they p layed, they ?p lay [ed] 
them  l i ke i t?s the best team  we?re up  
against ,? says sen ior  outside-h i t ter  
N ad ine Kaufm an . 

Star t ing on  Septem ber  5, the 
Cougar s set  the stage w i th  a 3-0  w in  
against  Poolesv i l le. Progressing in to 
later  gam es, Q O  faced power houses 
w i th in  the 4A Region  such  as B-CC, 
W ootton  and Church i l l .

O ne of  the Cougar s? best 
v ictor ies th is season  was ?our  p layof f  
gam es,? said  head coach  Al l i son  
Sm or se, who is also a special  
educat ion  teacher  at  M i l l  Creek 
Towne Elem en tar y School . 

T he Cougar s were able to keep  
consisten t and ?kep t the other  team s 
gett ing r uns at  a m in im um ,? Sm or se 
said . T hei r  per for m ance for  the rest  
of  the season  was ref lected  in  thei r  
per for m ance dur ing p layof f s, as the 
Cougar s were able to secure a spot in  
the regional  cham pionsh ip  f r om  a 
v ictor y  of  3-2, w inn ing a 5th  set  
against  B-CC 15-12 in  the regional  
sem i f inals.

D ur ing the regu lar  season , Q O  
faced upsets f r om  team s such  as 
W ootton , in  wh ich  Q O  took a set  
f r om  W ootton , resu l t ing in  a f inal  
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Cr oss Cou n tr y
BY L ILY KAPL AN
Senior Staff Writer

You?ve p robably  seen  studen ts 
r unn ing along the sidewalk of  
D ar nestown  Road in  a lar ge group . 
Chances are, th is i s the Q uince 
O rchard  Cross Coun tr y  team . Since 
the last  season  ended, they have 
m ade sure to com m i t  to being the 
best team  they can  be. 
Back in  Septem ber, the Cross 
Coun tr y  team  par t i cipated  in  thei r  
f i r st  m eet of  the season , r unn ing 
against  N or thwood and Pain t  Br anch  
h igh  schools. H eld  at  N or thwood, the 
boys? team  f in ished in  second p lace, 
and the gi r ls? team  f in ished in  f i r st . 
T h is was a posi t ive star t  to the season .
Sen ior  Z ack Jackson  has been  
r unn ing cross coun tr y  for  al l  four  
year s of  h igh  school , and he bel ieves 
that  the team  has ?im proved a lot  
f r om  prev ious year s.? 

T he M PSSAA W est Regional  
Cham pionsh ips were held  at  W atk ins 
M i l l  H igh  School  th is year , and 
accord ing to sophom ore Al iyah  
Beard , i t  was the m ost sign i f i can t 
m eet. 

W i th  th is m eet closing out the 
season , Beard  said , ?I t  was a harder  
cour se than  we were used to.? T he 
wor k that  the team  d id  not on ly  set  a 
posi t ive tone for  the last  m eet but 
also helped them  ?p lace a l i t t le better  
than  we though t we would .? 
T he team  would  not be the sam e 
w i thout social  stud ies teacher  and 
head coach  Seann  Pelkey, who has 
been  coach ing for  the past 25 year s. 
H aving r un  for  Q uince O rchard  
dur ing h is own  h igh  school  
exper ience, Pelkey says he en joys the 
?un i ty  and oneness of  cross coun tr y.? 
At f i r st , though , he p layed basketbal l  
in  h igh  school  and was u l t im ately  
conv inced to star t  r unn ing cross 
coun tr y  and tr ack . 
At  Q uince O rchard , Pelkey says, 
?T here's insp i r at ion  al l  over  the p lace 
here. Seeing these ath letes f r om  
ever y team  wor k ing hard , you get a 
chance to see ever yone p r act ice 
ever y day, and there?s def in i tely  
insp i r at ion  there.?

Al though  the season  has com e to 
an  end, m any m em ber s of  the cross 
coun tr y  team  w i l l  be par t  of  indoor  
t r ack th is w in ter .

Gi r l s Vol l ey bal l

Season  Up d at es
Boys Basketbal l
BY M AD EL EIN E BURKE

Editor- In-Chief

As al l  f al l  spor ts com e to an  end, 
w in ter  spor ts ath letes are p repar ing 
for  thei r  upcom ing seasons. O ne 
team  in  par t i cu lar  i s Q O ?s boys 
basketbal l .

H ead coach  M ac M in tr um  on ly  
jo ined the team  last  year , but  he has 
m ade sign i f i can t im provem en ts to 
the p rogr am . M in tr um  has been  in  
the M on tgom er y Coun ty area as he 
coached for  Seneca Val ley in  the 
past. T he boys p layed an  incred ibly  
com pet i t ive season  last  year  and are 
p red icted  to com e back even  
stronger  th is season . T hey p lay one 
of  thei r  toughest gam es at  hom e on  
D ecem ber  21 against  Seneca Val ley. 

Af ter  losing in  the f i r st  r ound of  
p layof f s last  season  to Ur bana, the 
team  is look ing to advance fur ther  
th is year  and w in  the regional  

Ch eer

score of  3-1. D esp i te the loss, Sm or se 
bel ieves that  ?[we] p layed a great 
m atch  against  them .?

N ot on ly  does the vol leybal l  team  
p lay to w in , they also p lay for  a good 
cause. To honor  Breast Cancer  
Awareness M on th , on  O ctober  5, the 
team  hosted thei r  annual  D ig Pink 
gam e against  W atk ins M i l l . M any 
even ts occur red  dur ing the gam e such  
as bake sales, si len t  auct ions, and 
t- sh i r t  sales, in  order  to r aise m oney 
for  T he Side-O ut Foundat ion? a 
non -prof i t  breast cancer  char i ty. 

O n  O ctober  23, the gi r ls vol leybal l  
team  hosted thei r  sen ior  n igh t  gam e 
against  the Rockv i l le Ram s, honor ing 
th ree sen ior s who?ve m ade sign i f i can t 
con tr ibut ions to the p rogr am : Sar ah  
M an ion , Gabby H ardy and N ad ine 
Kaufm an . T he Cougar s beat Rockv i l le 
in  th ree consecut ive sets. 

Kaufm an  has been  a m em ber  of  
the var si ty  team  for  two year s, but  
par t  of  the p rogr am  for  m ost of  her  
h igh  school  career . O ne of  her  f avor i te 
m em or ies f r om  Q O  Vol leybal l  i s ?our  
sp i r i t  days,? she says. ?Ever yone knows 
i t?s a gam e day, so i t  helps our  f ans to 
com e out and suppor t  us.?

O ver  t im e, the team  has 
strengthened thei r  t r ust  and 
consistency. ?W e have bu i l t  a sense of  
t r ust  w i th  each  other  and that has 
real ly  helped our  success on  the 
cour t ,? Sm or se says. She notes the 
team  str uggled  w i th  consistency, but  
im prov ing on  that  f r on t  ?m akes a 
d i f ference for  our  team .? 

Sm or se wan ts the sen ior s to 
rem em ber  the valuable lessons they 
lear ned that shaped them  to be who 
they are today. ?Good th ings? com e 
f rom  hard  wor k ,? she says.

INSTAGRAM/@QUINCEORCHARDVOLLEYBALL

cham pionsh ip . T hey have been  
p r act icing together  for  m ul t ip le 
weeks to enhance thei r  chances of  
doing just  that . T he boys have p layed 
in to two tour nam en ts together , and 
on ly  im proved af ter  each  gam e. 
Sen ior  Cr ist ian  W h i le said  that  
dur ing the f i r st  tour nam en t, the team  
?bui l t  the chem istr y,? and by the 
second, ?we were com m un icat ing 
better .? 

Along w i th  tour nam en ts, the 
team  also holds wor kouts th ree t im es 
a week, wh ich  involve lots of  card io, a 
necessar y com ponen t to the spor t . 

W i th  al l  of  th is t im e spen t 
together , the team  has a close bond. 
?Ever yone gets along,? said  W h i le.

T he team  can?t wai t  for  f ans to 
pack the stad ium  and cheer  them  on  
to v ictor y. Com e suppor t  the team  
dur ing the season  opener, away at  
D am ascus H igh  School  on  D ec. 5.

COURTESY OF MOTAZ DEIFY

BY PRIT I  M AD H AVAN

Staff Writer

she th inks about what she l i kes m ost 
about Q O  cheer. "W hat I  l i ke m ost 
about being on  Q O  cheer  i s 
becom ing close and creat ing bonds 
w i th  ever yone on  the team ," she said . 
T he team  is not on ly  a col lect ion  of  
talen ted  and hardwor k ing ath letes 
but a t igh t- kn i t  com m un i ty  where 
f r iendsh ips are for m ed and f lour ish .

Acknowledging the chal lenges 
em bedded in  "com p" season  as wel l  as 
thei r  w ins, Asai  r ef lects: "D ur ing 
com pet i t ion  season , ever yone has to 
put thei r  al l  in to p r act ice and 
rout ines, and i t  can  get ver y t i r ing." 
T he dem ands of  per fect ing rout ines 
and per for m ances are cr ucial  to the 
team 's com m i tm en t to excel lence.

M any studen ts debate on  whether  
cheer lead ing coun ts as a ?real? spor t  
or  not . Asai  and her  team m ates have 
p roven  that cheer  i s not  on ly  m ore 
than  a val id  spor t  but  i s a f u l l - t im e 
com m i tm en t that  tests your  physical  
strength  as wel l  as your  abi l i ty  to 
keep  the rest  of  your  l i fe r unn ing 
sm ooth ly. "M y least  f avor i te par t  
[about Cheer ] i s p robably  t r y ing to 
balance cheer, schoolwor k , and 
ever y th ing else al l  at  the sam e t im e," 
Asai  says. T he dai ly  p r act ices, 
coup led  w i th  academ ics and social  
r esponsibi l i t ies, create a juggl ing act  
that  can  becom e over whelm ing, 
h igh l igh t ing the chal lenges these 
ath letes nav igate.

W i th  the 20 23 season  now over, 
Asai?s answer s i l lum inate a team  that 
rose above p rocr ast inat ion , excel led  
in  com pet i t ion , wor ked hard  to be 
where they are, and tack led  the 
in tr i cate dance of  balancing 
com m i tm en ts w i th  gr ace. 

T he Q O H S cheer lead ing team , as 
descr ibed by sophom ore Sad ie Asai , 
has had a season  m ar ked by resi l ience 
and tr ium ph  desp i te encoun ter ing 
obstacles th is year . Asai  cand id ly  
acknowledges the team 's ups and 
downs due to in jur ies and sickness, 
yet  r em ained op t im ist i c for  the 
f u ture, af f i r m ing that  "for  the m ost 
par t , i t 's [the season] p ret ty  good."

T he team 's jour ney th rough  
com pet i t ions, or  ?com ps? as they are 
m ore fond ly  known  to cheer leader s, 
un folds as a success stor y, w i th  Asai  
say ing, "W e d id  good at  al l  our  
com pet i t ions." T he Cougar s? gr adual  
im provem en t i s not iceable, star t ing 
f r om  the local  stage at  coun t ies and 
grow ing al l  the way to regionals. T he 
peak of  thei r  ach ievem en ts was 
p lacing 3rd  at  r egionals, a testam en t 
to the team 's ded icat ion  and sk i l l .

Asai?s cheer lead ing days began  in  
1st  gr ade, a l i fe-changing decision  
look ing back. Ref lect ing on  her  
ath let i c career , Asai  says, "I  used to do 
gym nast ics when  I  was 3-6 year s old , 
but  then  I  qu i t  and star ted  doing 
cheer  in  1st  gr ade and I 've done i t  
ever  since." T h is t r ansi t ion  has p roven  
lucky, w i th  cheer lead ing becom ing a  
constan t and passionate pur su i t  in   
Asai 's l i f e. Beyond the t roph ies and 
v ictor ies, Asai  f inds m ajor  f u l l f i l lm en t 
in  the bonds found and created 
w i th in  the Q O  cheer  f am i ly. H er  
sen t im en t resonates w i th  her  when
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Gi r l s Soccer : O n e 
Team , O n e D r eam

T he team celebrates after winning against Churchill in the region semifinals.

BY N OAH  KRAVIT Z

Staff Writer

I t?s alm ost l i ke a t r ad i t ion  at  th is 
poin t . I f  you?re wonder ing what 
t r ad i t ion  I ?m  refer r ing to, i t?s 
def in i tely  not losing. I t?s actual ly  the 
com plete opposi te of  losing. And no, 
I  am  not talk ing about Q uince 
O rchard  footbal l : I  am  talk ing about 
the m aster p iece of  our  var si ty  gi r ls 
soccer  team  th is season . T h is team  
has once again  put together  a season  
bu i l t  on  the backs of  team  chem istr y, 
as wel l  as the m any hard  m om en ts of  
adver si ty  the team  has fough t 
th rough .

I t  m igh t seem  l i ke any 
undefeated team  never  goes th rough  
m om en ts of  adver si ty  because they 
always w in , and never  exper ience 
losing. But no. I n  coach  Peg Kei l ler ?s 
words, ?W e never  go in to a gam e 
th ink ing we?re going to w in . W e have 
con f idence in  ever y gam e that we 
can  w in , but  ever y gam e we p lay, our  
opponen ts chal lenge us in  thei r  own  
ways.?

T here?s no doubt that  Kei l ler  has 
assem bled an  incred ibly  talen ted  
team  of  soccer  p layer s who have 
exceeded the h ighest expectat ions. 
N o quest ion  she?s been  an  incred ible 
leader  for  th is team  th roughout th is 
season . But i t?s not just  one per son : 
ever ybody is a leader. Even  i f  that  
per son  is at  the end of  the pack, 
ever ybody leads.

H aving an  undefeated season  
doesn?t just  cl i ck r igh t  of f  the bat. 
T here?s a lot  that  goes in to that . I t  
takes hard  wor k and d iscip l ine, as 
wel l  as ded icat ion  to m ak ing a season  
as m em or able as th is one.

?You know we just  take i t  one 
gam e at  a t im e, and one step  at  a 
t im e. T hat?s just  how i t?s been  al l  
season  long,? said  Kei l ler .

Tak ing i t  one gam e at  a t im e 
m igh t seem  l i ke such  a com m on  
ph r ase that?s used in  any k ind  of  
spor t . But in  the spor t  of  soccer , i t?s 
so im por tan t to always keep your  
focus on  what?s in  f r on t  of  you.

Back on  O ctober  10 , Q O  defeated 
Clar ksbur g 6-0 . T h is would  ensure 
that  the Cougar s cl inched the 4A 
W est Region  D iv ision  yet  again .

T h is was def in i tely  a big step  for  
the team  head ing down  the road in to 
the p layof f s. Jun ior  Ev ie M cM aster , 
one of  the defender s on  the team  
cer tain ly  agrees. She?s been  a big par t  
of  th is team  for  alm ost two year s, 
say ing team  chem istr y  i s a ver y 
im por tan t par t  of  being on  a team .

?I t?s so im por tan t,? said  
M cM aster . ?O ur  team  has som e of  
the best chem istr y  and we real ly  love 
each  other . I t  just  m akes ever y th ing 
m ore en joyable when  we?re al l  
together  bond ing. I t?s what m akes a 
team  a team .?

Case in  poin t : that  gam e on  
O ctober  10  was m ore than  just  a 
gam e. Q uince O rchard  and 
Clar ksbur g?s gi r ls? team s r aised 
awareness for  pancreat ic cancer  and 
colon  cancer. Coach  Kei l ler  her sel f  
bat t led  Stage 4 Colon  cancer  back in  
20 21.

Just before head ing to the 
p layof f s, Q O  p layed thei r  f inal  
r egu lar  season  gam e against  
Sher wood, a team  that cam e in  on  a 
hot streak just  before f inal i zing thei r  
season  against  the Cougar s back on  
O ctober  19. 

Q O  destroyed the W ar r ior s 5-0 , 
led  by a hat t r i ck f r om  sen ior  cap tain  
Ann ie Farone, and a pai r  of  goals 
f r om  the jun ior  tw ins El l ie and Er in  
H odge. 

T he Cougar s ended thei r  r egu lar  
season  on  a h igh  note, f in ish ing 
undefeated, wh ich  is som eth ing that  
not  m any team s have accom pl ished.

T hei r  next  few com pet i t ions 
brough t the Cougar s v ictor ies in  both  
m atchups, defeat ing M on tgom er y 
Blai r  in  the Coun ty Cham pionsh ip  
2-0  and defeat ing the Church i l l  
Bu l ldogs 4-1, led  by a hat t r i ck f r om  
the team ?s lead ing goal  scorer  El l ie 
H odge.

T h is would  be a big m om en tum  
boost head ing in to what would  be a 
tough  gam e against  W h i tm an  in  the 
Regional  Finals. Q O  would  put up  a 
tough  f igh t , but  they fel l  shor t  and 
lost  the gam e 2-0 .

From  a p layer ?s per spect ive, i t  i s 
ver y tough  to endure th is loss. 

H owever, there is no doubt that  
th is team  is state cham pionsh ip  
bound in  the com ing year s.

But the Cougar s th is year  p roved 
the doubter s wrong. T hey wen t 
undefeated in  the regu lar  season . 
T hat 's not  som eth ing to be taken  
l igh t ly.

I n  Ev ie M cM aster ?s words, she 
descr ibes the team  in  four  words: 
?O ne team , one dream .? 
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