
of f i cials.
T hen , in  N ovem ber  20 19, D r. 

Felder  lef t  N ashvi l le for  the 
super in tenden t posi t ion  at  O r ange 
Coun ty Publ ic Schools in  N or th  
Carol ina.

D ur ing a news con ference on  
Febr uar y 6, Felder  was asked about 
the p rev ious f inancial  d isclosure 
si tuat ion  f rom  her  t im e ser v ing in  
N ashvi l le, wh ich  she ci ted  as a sim p le 
er ror .

I n  the announcem en t regard ing 
her  h i r ing, the M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Board  of  Educat ion   w rote, ?In  the 
vein  of  t r ansparency, the Board  
wan ts to m ake i t  clear  that  they are 
aware of  a p r ior  invest igat ion  in to the 
f inancial  d isclosure repor t ing of  an  
honor ar ium  received by D r. Felder  
f r om  an  educat ional  consu l t ing 
com pany in  20 19. T he Board  has 
rev iewed the f ind ings and is 
con f iden t that  the f ind ings were 
unsubstan t iated  as the repor t  
concluded. T he Board  is con f iden t 
that  D r. Felder  i s a t r ustwor thy, 
upstand ing and h igh ly  respected 
educat ional  leader  who w i l l  be able 
to com peten t ly  gu ide M CPS th rough  
th is t r ansi t ion .?

W i th  M CPS?s tr ansi t ion  to new 
leader sh ip , studen ts, staf f , and 
fam i l ies al i ke are an t icipat ing the 
retur n  of  a leader  who can  suppor t  
them  th rough  the upcom ing school  
year  and put them  at the foref ron t of  
thei r  agenda.

BY N AD IA AUN G
Staff Writer

O n Febr uar y 14, Sam  (Sam an tha) 
Ross and Pr aneel  Suvar na were 
selected  as f inal i sts for  the M CPS 
Studen t M em ber  of  the Board  
(SM O B).  Ross and Suvar na w i l l  
con t inue to cam paign  in  the 
upcom ing weeks, wor k ing hard  to 
becom e the 47th  elected  SM O B, 
represen t ing 160 ,0 0 0  M CPS studen ts.

W hat i s a SM O B?  A SM O B is a 
h igh  school  jun ior  or  sen ior  who is a 
vot ing m em ber  of  the M on tgom er y 
Coun ty Board  of  Educat ion .  T hey 
can  vote on  m atter s related  to 
col lect ive bar gain ing, cap i tal  and 
oper at ing budgets, and school  
closings, reopen ings and boundar ies.

Ross is a jun ior  at  M on tgom er y 
Blai r  H igh  School .  She has m uch  
exper ience lead ing and advocat ing in  
M CPS:  She is cur ren t ly  ser v ing as 
D i rector  of  Com m un i ty  Relat ions in  
the M on tgom er y Coun ty Regional  
SGA, co-chai red  an  M CPS 
com m i t tee. She has test i f ied  12 t im es 
at  the Board  and once to the coun ty 
counci l , advocat ing for  studen ts on  a 
var iety  of  i ssues f rom  m en tal  heal th  
and safety, to constr uct ion  and the 
budget, and wor ks w i th  cur ren t 
SM O B Sam i  Saeed.  Ross is also an  
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BY CH RIST IAN  L EE

Staff Writer

T he M on tgom er y Coun ty Board  
of  Educat ion  appoin ted  D r. M on ique 
Felder  as in ter im  super in tenden t on  
Febr uar y 6, af ter  the p rev ious 
super in tenden t D r. M on i f a M cKn igh t 
stepped down  over  d isapproval  and 
d issat isfact ion  am ong the M CPS 
com m un i ty  concer n ing staf f  
m isconduct and def iciencies in  the 
D epar tm en t of  Com pl iance and 
I nvest igat ions.  

?D r. Felder  has a long and 
successfu l  career  in  publ ic educat ion , 
and is al ready f am i l iar  w i th  M CPS,? 
said  Kar la Si lvestre, p residen t of  the 
Board  of  Educat ion . ?W e are 
con f iden t that  her  background in  
d istr i ct  leader sh ip , instr uct ion  and 
adm in istr at ion  m akes her  the r igh t  
per son  to car r y  us th rough  th is 
t r ansi t ion  and begin  the wor k to 
rebu i ld  t r ust  am ong staf f  and the 
com m un i ty, wh i le we iden t i f y  the 
next per m anen t super in tenden t.?

O n  the sam e day, D r. Felder  
released a statem en t rein troducing 
her sel f  to M CPS fam i l ies.  ?Af ter  
near ly  a decade away, I  am  th r i l led  to 
be back in  the d istr i ct  that  m olded 
m e in to the educator  and leader  I  am  
today. As som eone w i th  deep t ies to 
M CPS, I  hold  a p rofound 
under stand ing of  the strengths and 
chal lenges we face, and I  am  fu l ly  
com m i t ted  to ensur ing the 

con t inued success of  our  schools.? 
Felder  con t inued in  declar ing, ?In  m y 
role as the in ter im  super in tenden t 
over  these next few m on ths, m y 
p r im ar y object ive is to create 
stabi l i ty  w i th in  the d istr i ct . I  wan t to 
ensure consistency for  our  staf f , 
studen ts, and fam i l ies and pave the 
way for  a seam less t r ansi t ion  to the 
next super in tenden t. M y im m ediate 
focus is on  closing out the 20 23-24 
school  year  on  a h igh  note and 
keep ing the spot l igh t  f i r m ly  on  our  
studen ts where i t  belongs.?

Pr ior  to her  r i se to 
super in tendency, D r. Felder  wor ked 
for  15 year s in  M CPS as a p r incipal , 
assistan t p r incipal  and classroom  
teacher, dur ing wh ich  she was 
recogn ized w i th  the I n ter nat ional  
Read ing Associat ion?s Award  for  
Exem plar y Read ing Progr am s in  the 
state of  M ar y land, and as a f inal i st  for  
T he W ash ington  Post?s O utstand ing 
L eader sh ip  Award . Shor t ly  
thereaf ter , she ser ved as the 
Execut ive D i rector  for  Teach ing and 
L ear n ing at  Pr ince Geor ge?s Coun ty 
Publ ic Schools, as wel l  as the Ch ief  
Academ ic O f f i cer  for  M etro 
N ashvi l le Publ ic Schools, wh ich  
r aised SAT  scores and decreased 
suspensions dur ing her  tenure. Since 
then , she has spen t four  year s as 
super in tenden t for  O r ange Coun ty  
Publ ic Schools in  N or th  Carol ina, 
where she was nom inated for  
Regional  Super in tenden t of  the Year.

D r. Felder  holds a bachelor  of   

ar ts degree in  elem en tar y educat ion  
f rom  Yor k Col lege, a m aster ?s degree 
f rom  Johns H opk ins Un iver si ty  w i th  
a special i zat ion  in  elem en tar y 
science and m athem atics, and a Ph .D . 
in  Educat ional  L eader sh ip  and Pol icy 
Stud ies f r om  Vi r gin ia Tech .  She has 
also pur sued post-doctor al  stud ies at  
M cD an iel  Col lege, ear n ing an  
advanced cer t i f i cate in  Equi ty  and 
Excel lence in  Educat ion .

H owever, w i th in  her  32 year s of  
exper ience in  publ ic educat ion , D r. 
Felder  was also the subject  of  a ser ies 
of  invest igat ive repor ts f r om  20 16 
th rough  20 19, when  N ews Channel  5 
in  N ashvi l le found num erous 
p roblem s in  the ci ty?s schools. 

I n  Febr uar y 20 19, N ews Channel  
5 repor ted , ?A top  M etro Schools 
of f i cial  [D r . Felder ] pocketed 
thousands of  dol lar s in  consu l t ing 
fees f rom  a group  w i th  t ies to 
com pan ies doing business w i th  the 
d istr i ct . But our  N ews Channel  5 
invest igat ion  d iscovered that D r. 
M on ique Felder  f ai led  to d isclose 
m oney that she received in  20 17 un t i l  
aud i tor s star ted  ask ing quest ions.?

M ore speci f i cal ly, a recen t ly  
released aud i t  of  M etro N ashvi l le 
Publ ic Schools repor ted  that  D r.  
Felder  received $4,0 0 0  in  20 17 f rom  
the Educat ion  Research  and 
D evelopm en t I nst i tu te, an  industr y  
t r ade group  that pays school  of f i cials 
to si t  down  w i th  technology 
com pan ies, giv ing them  feedback on  
p roducts they hope to sel l  to those 

Fin al i sts selected  f or  20 24 
SM O B elect i on

i n ter n  for  M CPS, where she watches 
m eet ings and takes notes, gives 
obser vat ions about d i f feren t t r ends in  
M CPS and educat ion , w r i tes 
sum m ar ies of  publ ic com m en ts and 
other  docum en ts, and lear ns about 
how the system  wor ks over al l .

Ross?s biggest p r ior i ty  in  her  
SM O B cam paign  is ensur ing studen ts 
are heard .  ?W e?re al l  on  the sam e 
team , we al l  wan t studen t success, but  
studen ts feel  so d isconnected f rom  
the leader sh ip  and staf f  of  M CPS. I  
wan t to f i x that  by encour aging 
M CPS leader sh ip  to m ake them selves 
m ore v isible to studen ts by engaging 
studen ts and by always br inging to 
the Board  table what the studen ts 
th ink ,? she said  in  an  in ter v iew w i th  
T he Prowler .

O utside of  her  advocacy, she does 
gym nast ics and row ing, along w i th  
teach ing gym nast ics at  UM D  to k ids.  
She en joys spend ing t im e outdoor s 
w i th  her  f am i ly  and f r iends and l i kes 
to at tend even ts l i ke spor ts gam es and 
concer ts.

L ike Ross, Suvar na has also been  
able to in ter n  at  M CPS?s cen tr al  
of f i ce.  H e also ser ved as the Vice 
Presiden t of  M on tgom er y Coun ty 
Regional  Studen t Gover nm en t 
Associat ion  (M CR), where he has 
been  able to speak to hundreds of   
  
 

studen ts across the coun ty about the 
issues they care about.

Suvar na has always wan ted to 
help  peop le around h im . ?I t?s a big 
par t  of  who I  am  and the m ain  
reason  I  got  involved in  advocacy and 
SGA,? he said  in  an  in ter v iew w i th  
T he Prowler .  ?Af ter  hav ing wor ked 
w i th in  the advocacy side of  M CPS 
over  the last  coup le of  year s, I  know 
how the system  wor ks and I 'm  ready 
to get change accom pl ished,? he 
added.

T he num ber  one issue that 
Suvar na wan ts to address is the dr ug 
and op ioid  cr isis w i th in  our  schools.  
?T h is i s not  an  issue that has gone 
away over  the past year , and I  th ink a 
cr i t i cal  step  that  we need to take is to 
pass a resolu t ion  that  cal ls for  M CPS 

staf f  and secur i ty  to be equ ipped 
w i th  narcan , alongside p lacing safety  
buttons in  bath room s,? he said .

For  the past two year s, Suvar na 
was a var si ty  w rest l ing ath lete, 
alongside being involved in  chor us 
and theater .  H e was also able to help  
star t  the M odel  UN  team  at 
Clar ksbur g, where he?s been  able to 
connect w i th  studen ts of  al l  
backgrounds across the coun ty, 
under stand ing d i f feren t i ssues and 
per spect ives.

Vot ing w i l l  be l ive on  W ednesday, 
Apr i l  17 and is open  to al l  m idd le and 
h igh  school  studen ts in  M CPS. 
I n for m at ion  w i l l  be sen t th rough  
school  em ai ls as the elect ion  gets 
closer . 

INSTAGRAM @MCPS_MD



BYKAYL A PIL L O FF
Staf f  W r i ter

L ar r y  H ogan , the for m er  
gover nor  of  M ar y land f rom  20 15 to 
20 23, has of f i cial ly  announced that 
he w i l l  be r unn ing for  Senate. 

H ogan  w i l l  be r unn ing for  an  
open  seat, as Sen . Ben  Card in  
(D -M ar y land) announced that he is 
ret i r ing once he f in ishes out h is ter m . 
Card in  has been  in  of f i ce for  17 year s.

H ogan  is a m em ber  of  the 
Republ ican  par ty, a star k con tr ast  
f r om  M ar y land, a deep blue state. 
H owever, he was a popular  cr i t i c of  
for m er  Presiden t D onald  Tr um p and 
lef t  the gover nor ?s of f i ce w i th  a 77% 
approval  r at ing, accord ing to a 
Gonzales pol l . 

D esp i te such  a h igh  approval  
r at ing, H ogan  r unn ing for  Senate 
r aises som e ser ious concer ns for  the 
D em ocr at ic Par ty, who approve of  
h im  r unn ing the state but wor r y  
about h im  push ing the Senate even  
fur ther  r igh t . O ne of  the key issues 
being abor t ion .  T h is i ssue was r aised 
im m ediately, w i th  the D em ocr at ic 
Senator ial  Cam paign  Com m i t tee 
releasing a statem en t that  said : ?A 
vote for  Republ ican  L ar r y  H ogan  is a 
vote to m ake M i tch  M cConnel l  
M ajor i ty  L eader  and tur n  the Senate 
over  to Republ icans so they can  pass 
a nat ional  abor t ion  ban .?
 I n  ter m s of  H ogan?s op in ions, he 
has stated  that  he per sonal ly  opposes 
abor t ions, but  ?never  sough t to 
over tur n  M ar y land law protect ing the 
p rocedure,? accord ing to the 
Bal t im ore Sun . 

D esp i te th is, in  20 22 he ?vetoed 
legislat ion  to end a restr i ct ion  that  
on ly  physicians p rov ide abor t ions? 
wh ich  was u l t im ately  over r idden  by 
D em ocr ats who con trol  the 
legislature, accord ing to AP N ews. H e 
then  ?refused to release $3.5 m i l l ion  
in  the state budget to help  f und 
tr ain ing.? accord ing to CBS N ews.
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A B OU T

T he Prowler  i s publ ished six t im es a year  by 
the studen ts of  Q uince O rchard  H igh  
School , and i t  has been  con t inuously  
publ ished since the school  opened in  the 
f al l  of  1988. To becom e a staf f  m em ber, 
studen ts should  take Jour nal ism  A &  B w i th  
M s. Cooley-Klein , then  f i l l  ou t  an  
app l icat ion  to jo in  the Prowler  staf f  for  the 
fol low ing year.

M CPS con sider s th e f ate of  key  p r ogr am s 
i n  n ex t  year 's bu dget
BY M AGGIE BRADY

Staff Writer 

W ith  the budget for  the 20 25 
f i scal  year  (FY25) due soon , the M CPS 
Board  of  Educat ion  has big decisions 
to m ake regard ing the f und ing of  
sever al  M CPS progr am s. T he th ree 
p rogr am s m ost at  r i sk of  being 
m od i f ied  or  even  el im inated are the 
M CPS Vi r tual  Academ y (M VA), the 
I nnovat ive Schools I n i t iat ive (ISC), 
and the L eader  I n  M e (L iM ) p rogr am .

T he M VA was establ ished in  20 21 
and p rov ides on l ine educat ion  for  
studen ts in  gr ades one th rough  
twelve. T he academ y consists of  a 
com prehensive instr uct ional  
p rogr am  where studen ts engage in  
synch ronous and asynch ronous 
lessons f ive days a week. T he M VA 
prov ides ?studen ts in  cr i t i cal  th ink ing 
by p rov id ing studen t choice, and 
cu l t ivat ing social -em ot ional  
wel l -being in  a safe space,? accord ing 
to the M VA?s websi te. 

T he p rogr am  or iginal ly  received 
i ts f und ing f rom  the Elem en tar y and 
Secondar y School  Em er gency Rel ief  
f und (ESSER) in  M arch  of  20 20 . T he 
fund was establ ished to p rov ide rel ief  
to al l  publ ic schools f r om  the ef fects 
of  the COVID -19 pandem ic. 

H owever, the m oney f rom  the 
ESSER is no longer  avai lable, and the 
M VA is at  r i sk of  being el im inated 
f rom  M CPS fund ing for  f u ture school  
year s.

Sever al  studen ts, teacher s, and

paren ts test i f ied  at  a Board  m eet ing 
on  Febr uar y 20  advocat ing for  the 
p rogr am . ?T he Vi r tual  Academ y 
represen ts an  innovat ive approach  to 
m eet ing the needs of  these studen ts. 
O ur  studen ts are not on ly  th r iv ing, 
but  they are exceed ing standards,? 
said  N ancy Per r y, a teacher  at  the 
Vi r tual  Academ y. 

T hose in  suppor t  of  the p rogr am  
are hop ing i t  can  sim p ly  be reduced 
to a sustainable size instead of  being 
done away w i th  for  good. ?For  m any 
fam i l ies, the Vi r tual  Academ y is the 
on ly  p lace where thei r  studen ts have 
been  successfu l ,? said  Per r y.

Another  p rogr am  that cou ld  
poten t ial ly  be rem oved in  FY25 is the 
I nnovat ive Schools in i t iat ive. T h is 
p rogr am  has been  im p lem en ted in  

two elem en tar y schools, Arcola ES 
and Roscoe E. N ix ES, and has 
received m ixed rev iews f rom  those 
involved. Based on  board  test im ony, 
the Arcola com m un i ty  seem s to on ly  
have posi t ive th ings to say about the 
in i t iat ive, wh i le those at  Roscoe E. N ix 
are hop ing to see the p rogr am  com e 
to an  end.

T h rough  the I nnovat ive Schools 
in i t iat ive, studen ts at  these two 
schools have an  extended school  year  
star t ing around 30  days ear l ier  than  
m ost other  M CPS schools. ?T h is ear ly  
star t  r educes sum m er  lear n ing loss 
and gives studen ts a jum p-star t  on  
thei r  school  year , as they exp lore new 
concepts and connect w i th  
signature p rogr am s l i ke Project  L ead 
the W ay,? accord ing to the M CPS 
websi te.

At the Febr uar y 20  Board  
m eet ing, m em ber s of  the Arcola 
com m un i ty  col lected  to show thei r  
suppor t  for  the p rogr am . ?[T ]he 
I nnovat ive School  Calendar  i s m oving 
the need le for  studen ts? academ ic 
ach ievem en t, and also for  the over al l  
wel l -being of  our  ch i ld ren , paren ts, 
and com m un i ty,? said  Lyndon  
O r in ion , the Vice Presiden t of  the 
Arcola PTA, in  h is test im ony before 
the Board . 

H owever, these sen t im en ts were 
not shared by paren ts and teacher s at  
Roscoe N ix , who cam e before the 
Board  and p leaded for  the rem oval  of  
the p rogr am . M any refer red  to the 
f act  that  ?ISC d id  not have a  

detectable ef fect  on  studen t read ing 
and m athem atics per for m ance by 
the Spr ing adm in istr at ion  of  the 
M AP,? accord ing to an  evaluat ion  
done by M CPS in  August 20 23.

T he f inal  p rogr am  at r i sk i s the 
L eader  in  M e progr am , wh ich  was 
in i t ial ly  establ ished in  the 20 21-20 22 
school  year  where i t  was 
im p lem en ted in  80  elem en tar y, 
m idd le, and h igh  schools, includ ing 
Q O . T he p rogr am  i tsel f  seeks to 
?em power [s] studen ts, educator s, and 
fam i l ies w i th  essen t ial  leader sh ip  and 
l i fe sk i l ls, p repar ing them  to excel ,? 
accord ing to the L iM  websi te. 

T he renewal  of  L iM  for  the FY25 
d id  not receive m uch  suppor
Board  m eet ing. ?T he L eader  in  M e 
(L IM ) p rogr am  is not the social  
em ot ional  suppor t  that  our  studen ts 
need in  gener al , nor  appropr iate for  
pandem ic f al lout ,? said  M el issa 
M cKenna, a m em ber  of  the N AACP?s 
paren t?s counci l , in  her  test im ony 
before the BO E.

D ebates regard ing each  
p rogr am ?s fu ture f und ing w i th in  
M CPS w i l l  con t inue th roughout 
M arch  and in to the m on th  of  M ay. 
T he Board  hopes to adopt the 
f inal i zed  budget for  FY25 in  ear ly  
June.

L ar r y  H ogan , f or m er  M ar y lan d  gover n or , 
an n ou n ces h i s r u n  f or  Sen ate

Larry H ogan, former governor of M aryland.

H ogan?s m ain  com pet i t ion  is 
Congressm an  D avid  Trone (D -0 6) 
and Pr ince Geor ge?s Coun ty 
Execut ive Angela Alsobrooks (D ). I n  a 
pol l  conducted by Ragnar  Research  
Par tner s (com m issioned by the 
N RSC), wh ich  sur veyed 60 0  l i kely  
voter s, H ogan  gar nered 49% suppor t , 
com pared to Trone?s 33%. Between  
H ogan  and Alsobrooks, the sur vey 
repor ted  H ogan  w i th  52% suppor t , 
w i th  Alsobrooks at  23%. Another  pol l , 
conducted by Em er son  Col lege, 
wh ich  sur veyed 1,0 0 0  l i censed 
voter s, showed H ogan  and Trone t ied  
w i th  42%, and H ogan  lead ing over  
Alsobrooks 44% to 37%.

W h i le st i l l  ear ly, these pol ls show 
that H ogan  is a p rom ising cand idate 
for  the GO P, wh ich  is key for  the 
Republ ican  par ty  i f  they wan t to f l ip  
the Senate and elect  a new Senate 
leader, as M cConnel l  has announced 
he is ret i r ing in  N ovem ber. 
Accord ing to the W ash ington  Post, 
?Republ icans need to f l ip  two seats to 
w in  back power  i f  Presiden t Biden  is 
re-elected , but  just  one i f  M r. T r um p 
or  another  Republ ican  cap tures the 
W h i te H ouse.?

In  ter m s of  other  cand idates, 
Trone cur ren t ly  p resen ts the m ost 
com pet i t ion  for  H ogan . Trone, who 
owns Total  W ine &  M ore, has not 
sh ied  away f rom  using m oney 
towards h is cam paign . As of  the 
beginn ing of  Febr uar y, T rone has 
spen t $23.3 m i l l ion  str aigh t  f r om  h is 
pocket, accord ing to M oCo360 . H e 
also has repor ted  that  he is w i l l ing to 
spend upwards of  $50  m i l l ion  on  h is 
cam paign.

L uanne Br u, an  AP US 
Gover nm en t teacher  exp lains the 
im por tance of  that  f act . ?M oney is 
cr ucial  because m edia exposure is 
ever y th ing,? she said . ?H istor ical ly, 
the m ore m oney a cand idate has, the 
m ore l i kely? un less they are an  
incum ben t? the m ore l i kely  they are 
.

to w in .?
And wh i le H ogan  is not an  

incum ben t for  the Senate, he was the 
gover nor  of  M ar y land for  eigh t  
year s. Fam i l iar i ty  cou ld  p lay a key 
role in  H ogan  gett ing votes, as nam e 
recogn i t ion  is huge. 

?Peop le are aware of  who 
[H ogan] i s and so I  do th ink that  i f  
peop le don?t educate them selves, 
what do they always do?? Br u added. 
?T hey [p ick] the nam e they hear.?

Pr im ar ies take p lace on  M ay 14, 
and Gener al  elect ions take p lace on  
N ovem ber  5. W i th  an  open  seat in  
the Senate, M ar y land ci t i zens' votes 
cou ld  p lay a key role in  wh ich  par ty  
cap tures the Senate m ajor i ty.

JOE ANDRUCYK

?T he L eader  in  M e 
(L IM ) p rogr am  is 
not the social -  
em ot ional  suppor t  
that  our  studen ts 
need in  gener al , 
nor  appropr iate 
for  pandem ic 
f al lout ."
-M elissa M cKenna

http://qohsjournalism.wordpress.com
http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com
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W h at to ex p ect  f r om  th e 20 24 
p r esi den t i al  el ect i on

THE TELEGRAPH

BY PAT RIN A PUN

Senior Staff Writer 

I n  just  a l i t t le over  hal f  a year , 
m any Am er icans w i l l  be 
par t i cipat ing in  one of  the m ost 
an t icipated  even ts of  the year? the 
20 24 p residen t ial  elect ion . T he 
nat ional  elect ion  w i l l  be tak ing p lace 
on  N ovem ber  5 w i th  two cand idates 
f r om  both  par t ies: cur ren t Presiden t 
Joe Biden  of  the D em ocr at ic par ty  
and for m er  Presiden t D onald  Tr um p 
of  the Republ ican  par ty. 
      Accord ing to N BC, Presiden t 
Biden  was a for m er  senator  and 
lawyer  before h is elected  p residency. 
Biden  strongly  advocates for  social  
secur i ty, m ed icare, equal  tax 
d istr ibut ion , and m uch  m ore as a 
stand ing D em ocr at since 1969. H e 
was elected  to the p residency in  
Januar y 20 21 af ter  successfu l ly  
beat ing Tr um p. H owever, accord ing 
to Reuter s, h is approval  r at ing has 
sign i f i can t ly  decreased since the 
beginn ing of  h is ter m , as now 58% of  
Am er icans d isapprove of  h im  
accord ing to one recen t pol l . D esp i te 
Biden?s con trover sial  p residency, he 
has m ade notable ef for ts for  
r eelect ion . 
  I n  the recen t State of  the Un ion  
address to Congress given  by Biden , 
he covered a var iety  of  top ics 
includ ing h is accom pl ishm en ts as 
Presiden t, h is second- ter m  agenda, 
and reelect ion . Accord ing to CN N , in  
con trover sial  top ics such  as 

abor t ion  or  im m igr at ion , 
     Biden  would  com pare h is v iews 
to Tr um p?s v iew, wh ich  was 
rewarded w i th  cheer s f r om  the 
D em ocr ats. Regard ing the 
un founded al legat ions Tr um p 
m ade w i th  the 20 20  elect ion  being 
?stolen ,?, Biden  com m en ted that 
the elect ion  r um or s i tsel f  i s the 
?gr avest th reat to dem ocr acy.?  
  T h roughout the address, Biden  
dem onstr ated  en thusiasm  and 
ener gy desp i te com m en ts 
regard ing h is age. H e also 
con t inued to advocate for  
Am er ican  leader sh ip  abroad such  
as instances l i ke the war s in  
Ukr aine and Gaza. Biden  took th is 
oppor tun i ty  to out l ine h is 
cam paign  for  re-elect ion  as he 
refer red  to the next four  year s to 
be ?the greatest  com eback stor y  
never  told .? 
   O n  the other  hand, for m er  
Presiden t Tr um p has retur ned yet 
again  to cam paign  for  h is second 
ter m  of  p residency desp i te legal  
chal lenges against  h im . Accord ing 
to N BC, since 20 21, Tr um p has 
been  feder al ly  char ged w i th  
m ishand l ing classi f ied  docum en ts 
and ind icted  in  a case related  to a 
payof f  to a por n  star . Accord ing to 
Bloom ber g N ews, Tr um p is 
appeal ing m any of  h is cases  for  
the t im e being.
   D esp i te quest ions of  the legal i ty  
of  T r um p?s cam paign , accord ing to 
AP N ews, i f  T r um p were to w in  a   

T he Prowler th an k s ou r  p atr on s f or  th ei r  gen er ou s su p p or t !
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  second ter m  he p ledged to, 
am ong   other  th ings, con trol  the 
US-M exico border  and to ?stop  the 
invasion  of  our  souther n  border ? 
by end ing al l  i l legal  im m igr at ion . 
H e wan ts to under go the lar gest 
depor tat ion  oper at ion  in  Am er ican  
h istor y. H e also p lans to ter m inate 
the D epar tm en t of  Educat ion  and 
end the war  in  Ukr aine before he is 
even  inaugur ated  to stop  the 
?end less f low of  Am er ican  treasure 
to Ukr aine.? 
    M any th ings are st i l l  subject  to 
change in  th is even tfu l  t im e lead ing 
up  to N ovem ber, includ ing the 
decision  of  the Am er ican  ci t i zen . 

"T hat 's you, the 
Am er ican  
peop le."
-Joe Biden

http://QOHSprowler@gmail.com.


BY PAT RIN A PUN
Senior Staff Writer 

W elcom e back, Cougar s! Featured 
here is our  colum n  h igh l igh t ing 
im por tan t even ts and the inside 
scoop at  Q O , so that  you can  Keep 
Up W i th  the Kougar s! 

PRO JECT  H A PPY 
FEET  AT  Q U I N CE 
O RCH A RD :
 Project  H appy Feet i s an  up  and 

com ing or gan izat ion  that  has 
expanded nat ion -w ide. T he 
or gan izat ion  is now presen t at  
Q uince O rchard  H igh  School  where 
a donat ion  box is located  in  the 
f ron t  lobby. Studen ts are able to 
donate old  ath let i c shoes. 
    T he or gan izat ion  was f i r st  created  
by a group  of  UCL A m edical  
studen ts who ded icated  thei r  t im e 
towards p rov id ing the hom eless 
w i th  pod iatr i c care. T he concept 
qu ick ly  gained tr act ion  and 
expanded across states such  as 
Geor gia, Texas, N ew Yor k , and 
M ar y land. L ocal  schools here in  
M CPS such  as Church i l l , Clar ksbur g, 
N or thwest, and even  Q uince 
O rchard  have donat ion  boxes set up . 
     Sophom ore Anousha Farooqui  i s 
an  am bassador  of  the or gan izat ion  
and has star ted  the Q uince O rchard  
donat ion  box. Ever y m on th , 
Farooqui  w i l l  em pty out the box and 
per for m  a shoe clean ing, af ter  wh ich  
her  team  w i l l  then  decide wh ich  
school  w i l l  r eceive the donat ions. 
Add i t ional ly, Farooqui  i s 
consisten t ly  hanging f lyer s up  

BY ISAD O RA KAUFM AN

Editor- in-Chief 

L ast m on th , Alexei  N avalny, 
Russian  Presiden t V lad im i r  Put in?s 
greatest  opponen t, passed away on  
Febr uar y 16. T he m ed ical  staf f  who 
at tem pted to resusci tate N avalny, 
af ter  he sudden ly  wen t unconscious, 
to ld  h is f am i ly  he d ied  f rom  ?Sudden  
D eath  Syndrom e.? 

Accord ing to Reuter s, another  
p r isoner  claim s that the am bulance 
ar r ived sever al  hour s later  af ter  
N avalny?s death , suggest ing the 
p r ison  staf f  d id  not give N avalny a 
f ai r  chance at  sur v ival . 

N avalny passed away in  a Russian  
p r ison  in  the Polar  W olf  colony, 
known  to be ?one of  the toughest 
p r isons in  Russia,? accord ing to 
Reuter s. T he p r ison  is known  for  i ts 
extrem ely f r igid  cl im ate, cr uel  
pun ishm en ts, and lack of  p roper  
t r eatm en t and food for  the p r isoner s. 
N avalny was im pr isoned due to 
m ul t ip le char ges against  h im  that are 
h igh ly  specu lated  to be created by 
Put in  and h is Krem l in  regim e as a 
way to si lence h is voice.

N avalny has been  the leader  of  
Russia?s opposi t ion  to Put in?s 
leader sh ip  for  over  ten  year s. H e is 
known  for  h is br ave acts of  r ebel l ion  
against  Put in?s at tem pt at  censor ing 
any negat ive com m en ts m ade about 
h im , by or gan izing lar ge p rotests, 
doing invest igat ions on  the 
cor r up t ion  of  Russia?s gover nm en t, 
and open ly  shar ing the cor r up t ion  he 
d iscover s on  social  m ed ia p lat for m s 
l i ke YouTube where h is channel  has 
over  6 m i l l ion  fol lower s. H e fam ously  
posted  one v ideo on  YouTube where 
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Ru ssian  op p osi t i on  l eader  d i es i n  p r i son  
he ?accused then  Pr im e-M in ister   
D m i tr y  M edvedev of  cor r up t ion , 
gett ing over  seven  m i l l ion  v iews in  i ts 
f i r st  week,? accord ing to the N ew Yor k 
T im es.

T hroughout h is career  as an  
act iv ist , sever al  at tem pts had been  
m ade to hur t  and assassinate N avalny 
, includ ing poison  in  h is food and 
chem icals being th rown  in  h is f ace. 
D esp i te the constan t r i sk being so 
outspoken  posed to h is safety, 
N avalny never  showed signs of  giv ing 
up . Even  dur ing one of  h is cour t  
hear ings, h is statem en t to h is 
suppor ter s was: ?I 'm  not af r aid  and 
you should  not be af r aid ."

W h i le h is death  caused an  
increase in  pol i t i cal  p rotests, and 
m any publ icly  m our ned h is passing, 
Jam ie D ettm er  of  Pol i t i co wrote that  
?th is hard ly  am oun ts to a pol i t i cal  
awaken ing or  outpour ing,? exp lain ing 
how, w i thout a strong opposi t ion  
leader  l i ke N avalny, there is no real  
th reat to Put in?s power  or  guar an tee 
of  a change in  the f u ture. D ettm er  
exp lains how Put in?s voice rem ains 
power fu l , especial ly  in  in f luencing 
peop le?s v iew of  the ongoing 
Russia-Ukr aine war, as he st i l l  has the 
?con t inued suppor t  f r om  m ost 
Russians?  who adhere to h is 
h istor ical  nar r at ive that  Ukr aine is 
i r r evocably  par t  of  the ?Russian  
W or ld .??

In  a PBS in ter v iew w i th  D an  
Stor yev, a m anaging ed i tor  of  an  
or gan izat ion  known  as OVD - In fo 
that  wor ks ?to end pol i t i cal  
per secut ion  in  Russia,? Stor yev 
expressed a m ore posi t ive sen t im en t 
for  the f u ture of  Russia. H e exp lained 
that al though  th is m ar ks the loss of  a

leader, N avalny?s sym bol ism  and 
sp i r i t  st i l l  r em ains in  the Russian  
peop le who are ?tak ing al l  the power  
they have and they are t r y ing to car r y  
N avalny?s banner.? H e says i t  i s ?qu i te 
clear  that  the Russian  opposi t ion  is 
not m our n ing?  but or gan izing.?

As N avalny was bur ied , the 
soundtr ack of  the f am ous act ion  
m ovie ?Ter m inator  2? p layed in  the 
background. Stor yev exp lains how he 
bel ieves th is i s a pur posefu l  r eference 
to the f inal  shot of  Ter m inator  2, 
where the m ain  char acter  goes down   

K E E P I  N  G   U  P   W  I  T  H    T  H  E 

and creat ing poster s to d r aw 
at ten t ion  to the or gan izat ion . 

O utside of  school , she aids in  set t ing 
up  f undr aiser s at  spor ts even ts such  
as the Cap i tal  H i l l  Vol leybal l  
Tour nam en t. 
      T h is or gan izat ion  is cer tain ly  not 
m ade up  of  a group  of  peop le, but  
r ather  a com m un i ty  of  peop le as 
Q uince O rchard  studen ts are h igh ly  
encour aged to par t i cipate. By 
spread ing the word  or  donat ing, 
Q uince O rchard  studen ts can  m ake a 
d i f ference and help  spor ts to be 
accessible to ever yone. 

       Farooqui  jo ined th is or gan izat ion  
to aid  her  com m un i ty  and create a

better  env i ronm en t for  other s. 
She f i r st  lear ned of  th is 

or gan izat ion  th rough  the usage of  
social  m ed ia and though t to star t  a 
donat ion  box at  Q uince O rchard . By 
being a par t  of  th is or gan izat ion , she 
says, she stays connected w i th  her  
com m un i ty  to ensure she does not 
?m iss out on  an  exper ience of  a 
l i fet im e.?

   I f you would like to be featured in our 
next issue of Keeping Up with the 
Kougars, please reach out to us through 
our email at QOH Sprowler@gmail.com!

ANOUSHA FAROOQUI 

wi th  a thum bs up , and i t  ?sum s up  
what N avalny would  have wan ted?  
that he bel ieved in  a Russia that  i s not  
just  f r ee, but  in  a Russia that  i s happy 
and beaut i f u l .?

WIKIPEDIA COMMONS
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Stu den t  op i n i on s on  D ay l i gh t  Sav i n gs 
T im e
BY BRO O KE LYO N S
Staff Writer

As we approach  spr ing, the 
f lower s star t  to bloom  and the 
weather  star ts to war m . W h i le our  
m oods begin  to br igh ten , the sky 
fol lows su i t .  W hen  the sun  r ises an  
hour  ear l ier  in  the w in ter , and an  
hour  later  in  the spr ing th is i s 
typ ical ly  what we refer  to as D ay l igh t  
Saving T im e (D ST ). 

T h is year , D ST  star ted  on  
Sunday, M arch  10  at  2:0 0  AM  local  
t im e and w i l l  be in  ef fect  un t i l  ear ly  
N ovem ber. 

T he h istor y  of  these sudden  
changes in  t im e date back to W or ld  
W ar  I . I n  1916 Ger m any, th is concept 
was in troduced as a way to save 
ener gy. T he  US took insp i r at ion  and 
im p lem en ted th is change in  1918, but 
i t  f ai led  to succeed due to f ar m er  
p rotests.

D ST  was im p lem en ted once 
again  dur ing W or ld  W ar  I I ; however, 
i t  f ai led  once m ore. D ST  began  to 
becom e m ore recogn ized, though , 

 

and in  1966, D ST  was signed in to law 
by Congress, wh ich  st i l l  ex ists today.

M ul t ip le stud ies f r om  Business 
I nsider  exp lains the dr awbacks of  
losing an  hour  of  sleep  as shor t- ter m  
sym ptom s include a state of  jet lag, an  
increased r isk of  car  cr ashes, and an  
increased r isk of  wor k acciden ts. 
T hese sym ptom s are typ ical ly  
associated  w i th  losing an  hour  of  
day l igh t  in  the spr ing.

But what do studen ts today th ink 
about the unchanged 
im p lem en tat ion  of  D ST ? Sen ior  
D evyn  D ees said , ?In  the w in ter t im e, 
m y fam i ly  gets hom e later , and in  the 
sum m er  they?re hom e ear l ier , but  
both  can  have negat ive 
consequences.? 

?I  know peop le would  wan t to get 
r id  of  th is day wh ich  I  th ink is si l ly,? 
D ees added, ?but depend ing on  how 
m any peop le wan t to get r id  of  D ST , 
i t  m igh t be gone in  the f u ture. ? 

 Sen ior  N eheid  "Tay " Balala has a 
m ore insp i r at ional  v iew on  D ay l igh t  
Savings. ?I  th ink hum ans should   
always adapt to thei r  sur round ings,

 

 and D ay l igh t  Savings T im e is a 
sw i tch  where the m ost th r iv ing 
peop le w i l l  th r ive,? he said .

Balala r uns a local  cloth ing br and 
by the nam e of  ?L ef t  Par is? as he said , 
?H um ans l i ke to wor k in  the m or n ing 
for  the sunsh ine. I  l i ke to wor k ever y 
hour ?. H e bel ieves that  D ay l igh t  
Savings T im e shouldn?t im pact h is 
schedule on  sh ipp ing and br inging 
custom er s qual i ty -m ade cloth ing. 

Som e product iv i ty  t ips for  D ST , 
in  add i t ion  to in ter nal  m ot ivat ion , 
are gett ing m ore sun l igh t , ad just ing 
your  clocks to designated t im es, and 
m ak ing sure you keep in tact  w i th  
your  ci r cad ian  r hy thm .

Sophom ore El le Vuong shared 
r ather  neutr al  v iews on  D ST . ?T h is 
day doesn?t af fect  m e that m uch , so 
i t?s not that  sign i f i can t to m e,? she 
said . 

Voung also exp lained, ?I  though t 

day l igh t  sav ing t im e was just   
dependen t on  what the sun  does. I  
don?t know i f  peop le actual ly  get  
af fected .? H er  response is ref lected  in  
data shown  by the on l ine newspaper   

Ber gen  Record  that  stated  83% of  
peop le sur veyed bel ieve th is 
clock-m oving r i tual  doesn?t help  w i th  
conser v ing ener gy.

Accord ing to Fox Business, 57% of  
peop le d isapproved of  th is 
t im e-changing r i tual , 22% en joyed i t , 
and 21% were neutr al . H ow do you 
feel  about our  clocks recen t ly  losing 
an  hour ? 

Bel i ever s vs. skep t i cs: do you  f o l l ow  
su p er st i t i on s? 
 

CREAZILLA

BY M O L LY RUBM AN

Staff Writer

Im agine th is: you?re walk ing 
down  the street on  a gloom y day af ter  
hav ing a hard  week, and com e across 
a f ield  w i th  a four- leaf  clover  pok ing 
out. You p ick up  that  clover  and al l  of  
a sudden  the next day you wake up  
and feel  m uch  better , the sun  is out, 
and you're op t im ist i c for  the week 
ahead. W as i t  the four- leaf  clover  that  
d id  that? D o you bel ieve objects or  
act ions that  we take can  al ter  our  l i ves 
in  super natur al  ways? 

As St. Patr ick 's D ay fal ls upon  us 
in  two days, the sham rock star ts 
appear ing ever ywhere. Con tr ar y  to 
what som e bel ieve, though , the 
sham rock and the four- leaf  clover  are 
not the sam e and represen t d i f feren t 
th ings. T he sham rock is one of  the 
sym bols of  I r eland and of  St . Patr ick 
h im sel f? I reland 's patron  sain t? and 
is used as a m etaphor  for  the H oly  
Tr in i ty. O n  the other  hand, the 
four- leaf  clover  i s just  a p lan t that  
looks sim i lar  to the sham rock and is 
said  to br ing good luck . 

So wh i le we star t  to see al l  of  
these green  l i t t le p lan ts around, do 
peop le t r u ly  bel ieve that  good sp i r i ts 
are in  the ai r ? I s i t  just  the four- leaf  
clover  that  ?br ings peop le luck? or  are 
there other  sym bols or  p recaut ions 
peop le bel ieve w i l l  m ake thei r  l i ves 
better ? H ow m any peop le t r u ly  
bel ieve in  good luck char m s or  
super st i t ions, and i f  they do what are 
they? 

W e have al l  heard  the usual  and 
wel l - known  super st i t ions such  as 
?step  on  the cr ack , you break your  
m other 's back? or  ?D on?t look a black 
cat  in  the eyes.? But what other  ones 
are there? 

Physics and chem istr y  teacher  
O l iver  L lewel lyn  claim s he has 
sever al  super st i t ions. ?D on?t walk 
under  a ladder ; never  put new shoes 
on  a table or  a coun ter top ; i f  you sp i l l  
sal t , th row i t  over  your  lef t  shou lder  
as qu ick as you can ; i f  you see a 
m agp ie (bi r d ) you are supposed to 
salu te i t ; don?t break a m i r ror ; Fr iday 
the 13th , obv iously. N ever  p lan  on  
doing any th ing that  day,? he says.  
W hen  asked what w i l l  happen  i f  he 
does not com plete these act ions, 
L lwelyn  said , ?Bad luck , of  cour se.?

O ther s have m ore r i tual i zed  
super st i t ions that  they bel ieve 
com plet ing w i l l  br ing them  good 
luck r ather  than  p reven t bad luck . 
Sen ior  Cadyn  O ?H al lor an , for  
exam ple, exp lains one of  her  r i tuals. 
?I  have a sweatsh i r t  that  I  wear  for  
ever y SAT  and AP test , and I  always 
do better  w i th  i t ,? she says. 

L ikew ise, sen ior  Al ina M i l ler  also 
per for m s act ions for  good luck . ?I  
have r i tuals such  as box breath ing 
and ground ing m ysel f  that  I  do 
before tests or  per for m ances to help  
m e do better ,? M i l ler  says.

H owever, not  ever yone feels th is 
way, l i ke jun ior  M ar v in  Z acar ias, who 
says he does not have any 
super st i t ions.
?I  don?t have any super st i t ions 
because I  don?t bel ieve in  them ,? he 
says. ?I  don?t th ink som eth ing sm al l  
l i ke knock ing on  wood is going to 
af fect  m y day.?

Sim i lar  to Z acar ias, AP 
Psychology and wom en's stud ies 
teacher  Jessica Burdette also does not 
bel ieve in  super st i t ions. ?I  don?t 
bel ieve in  f ate. I  actual ly  bel ieve 
m ore in  f r ee w i l l , where I  m ake m y 
fu ture,? Burdette says. 

T here is st i l l  the quest ion  of  the 
t r ue reason ing beh ind  these ideas, 
per spect ives, and bel ief s. I s there 
f actual  ev idence that per for m ing a 
cer tain  act ion  w i l l  genu inely  al ter  
your  day ahead? W hen  asked what 
L lewel lyn 's reason ing is that  
super st i t ions actual ly  m akes a 
d i f ference in  l i fe, he leaves us w i th  a 
cr i t i cal  quest ion . 
?W hat 's m y reason ing? D o you have 
any reason  to doubt i t? I  th ink the 
burden  of  p roof  i s on  you,? he said .

Com e ou t  to su p p or t  Q O  T h eatr e i n  
th ei r  u p com i n g p r odu ct i on  of  

Ch i cago: Teen  Ed i t i on ! 

Per f or m an ces ar e A p r i l  5 &  12 at  
7 PM  an d  A p r i l  6  &  13 at  2 PM  an d  
7:30  PM . A l l  p er f or m an ces ar e i n  

th e Q O  au d i tor i u m . M or e 
i n f or m at i on  can  be f ou n d  on  

I n stagr am  @qoh sth eatr e.  
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T i k Tok  vs. M u si c T aste: H ow  i n f l u en t i al  i s 
T i k Tok  to i ts u ser s? 
BY AM BRIEL L A YAGAKA 

Staff Writer 

H ave you ever  heard  the say ing 
?You have T ikTok m usic taste?? O r  
have you not iced that  m ost songs in  
your  p lay l i st  com e f rom  your  saved 
sound col lect ion  on  T ikTok? W el l , 
th is say ing has evolved f rom  the 
r i sing popular i ty  of  the app . T ikTok 
becam e popular  in  20 20  dur ing the 
COVID -19 pandem ic and has becom e 
the m ost down loaded since then . O ne 
cou ld  say that  i t  i s the m ost used and 
in f luen t ial  app  for  user s. 

T h is i s com m on  in  the new age of  
social  m ed ia as T ikTok has becom e 
the m ost popular  social  m usic 
stream ing app  that al lows peop le to 
create 3-second to 10 -m inute v ideos. 
D ue to i ts m assive popular i ty, r i sing 
m usic creator s f ind  them selves 
p rom ot ing thei r  m usic on  the 
p lat for m  to gain  l i stener s. You even  
f ind  bigger  celebr i t ies on  T ikTok 
p rom ot ing thei r  m usic, l i ke N ick i  
M inaj, Ar iana Gr ande, T he W eeknd, 
and m ore. 

D ue to th is f act , hav ing a ?T ikTok 
m usic taste? is less of  an  insu l t  and 
m ore of  a com m on  fact . I f  you?re on  
T ikTok, there?s a h igh  chance that 
you w i l l  be in f luenced by con ten t 
creator s t r y ing to p rom ote thei r  
m usic, whether  i t?s a big ar t i st  t r y ing 
to p rom ote a new song or  a sm al l  
m usic ar t i st  t r y ing to m ake a l iv ing. 

As m en t ioned ear l ier , T ikTok 

even  has a feature that  speci f i cal ly  
al lows a user  to save sounds and 
m usic f r om  a v ideo that they wan t to 
use later . O r  you cou ld  also just  be 
sav ing a song because you f ind  i t  
catchy and wan t to add i t  to a p lay l i st  
later . T h is i s how the m usic T ikTok 
wor ks: creator s create and the 
watcher s are in f luenced.

To dem onstr ate th is 
phenom enon , an  in ter v iew was 
conducted w i th  Q O  sen ior  Sidh ika 
Shah  about how T ikTok in f luences 
som eone?s p lay l i st . T he in ter v iew is 
sourced f rom  an  AP Psychology 
study by Shah  and som e of  her  
classm ates, includ ing Q O  sen ior s 
L ola Iwayem i  and L azar  Bozac. T h is 
assignm en t 's goal  i s to lear n  how 
exper im en ts are car r ied  out in  
psychology and what i s eth ical . Since 
T ikTok is such  a m ass-used app , they 
decided that an  exper im en t on  th is 
top ic would  create in terest ing resu l ts. 
I t  w i l l  show just  how in f luen t ial  
T ikTok is to the teenage group  of  
user s' l i f esty les. 

T he assignm en t was to design  an  
exper im en t fol low ing the 
appropr iate exper im en tal  design : 
hypothesis, con trol  and exper im en tal  
groups, independen t and dependen t 
var iables, and a br ief  descr ip t ion  of  
your  p roposed m ethod to 
dem onstr ate your  knowledge. T hey 
wen t around in ter v iew ing those who 
use T ikTok for  at  least  an  hour  and a 
hal f  a day, com par ing p lay l i sts to 
t r endy songs on  T ikTok.
 

Q : Can  you exp lain  what the 
psychology assignm en t was about?

A: W e had 20  peop le: a con trol  
group , and an  exper im en tal  group . 
T he con trol  group  said  that  i f  peop le 
spend less than  a cer tain  am oun t on  
T ikTok and thei r  m usic app , then  
they can  be a par t  of  the con trol  
group  and for  the exper im en tal  
group , we decided that anyone who 
spends m ore than  an  hour  and a hal f  
or  two hour s on  T ikTok, we would  
check thei r  m usic p lay l i st  and see i f  
the songs f rom  T ik tok m atch  the 
songs that they have on  thei r  p lay l i st  
to see i f  T ikTok has af fected  thei r  
m usic taste. 

Q : D i d  you r  gr ou p  ch oose th i s 
top i c? I f  yes, w hy ? 
A: W e had to m ake up  our  own  
exper im en t. W e chose i t  because 
social  m ed ia p lays a ver y big role 
r igh t  now, especial ly  for  teenager s, so 
we though t i t  would  be a good idea. 

Q : H ow d id  you col lect  your  
in for m at ion? 

A: W e wen t around and asked 
peop le to col lect  som e data f r om  
them , and they let  us. And then  we 
added i t  al l  to a Google for m  to 
study. 

Q : D i d  you  go f or  a sp eci f i c 
gr ou p  of  p eop le? Gr ade? A ge? 

A: W e m ost ly  d id  al l  gr ades? as 
long as you're in  h igh  school  and a 
teenager? because includ ing elder ly  
peop le would  create con found ing 
var iables. 

Q : H ow  m an y r esp on den ts d i d  
you  obtai n ?

A: I  don?t rem em ber  the exact 
num ber, but  I  know that we had at  
least  20  peop le. 

Q : W h at d i d  you  ex p ect  th e 
r esu l ts to l ook  l i ke?

A: I  m ost ly  expected that  T ikTok 
would  af fect  som eone?s m usic taste 
because teenager s spend a lot  of  t im e 
on  T ikTok. I t?s a ver y popular  app . 

Q : A n d  f i n al l y, w h at  w er e th e 
r esu l ts of  you r  ex p er i m en t? 

A: T he resu l ts were what I  
expected. L ike 20  of  the responden ts 
had songs on  thei r  p lay l i st  that  were 
popular  on  T ikTok. 

Vu l tu r es 1: W hy l i sten ? 
BY SO PH IE FAW KN ER and 
EL ISH A SEN GA
Senior Staff Writer and Staff Writer

M usic has always been  seen  as an  
im por tan t aspect of  ever yday l i fe 
th roughout h istor y. 

As a for m  of  en ter tainm en t, 
ther apy, and relaxat ion , m usic of fer s 
i ts w ide- r anged l i stener s a var iety  of  
ar t i sts and gen res to choose f rom .

 Even  i f  you were to look back a 
sim p le twen ty -year s ago, peop le 
com m on ly on ly  focused on  the good 
qual i t ies of  the ar t i st  and songs, and 
never  real ly  quest ioned the bel ief s 
and wrong-doings of  thei r  desi red  
ar t i sts. 

H owever, in  m ore recen t year s, 
peop le tend to have a m ore f i xed  
posi t ion  on  the per sonal  bel ief s of  an  
ar t i st , in  wh ich  they pose the 
quest ion  of  whether  or  not  m usic 
should  be separ ated  f rom  i ts ar t i st . 

To gain  a deeper  under stand ing 
of  the popular   quest ion  of  whether   
peop le are separ at ing m usic f r om  i ts 
ar t i st , r apper  Kayne W est would  be a 
p r im e exam ple.

 For  instance, W est has been  
deem ed a ver y p roblem at ic ar t i st  for  
m uch  of  h is long- last ing career  in  the 
m usic industr y. 

Recen t ly, desp i te h is t r oublesom e 
tendencies of  sp read ing an t i - sem i t i c 
v iews and being r acist , Kanye W est 
cam e out w i th  an  album  cal led  
Vul tures 1.

Sur pr isingly  to som e, the album  
has done p ret ty  wel l , topp ing m usic 
char ts in  Austr al ia, Canada, and 
Ger m any, and star t ing to gain  
p rom inence in  the Un i ted  States. 
Consequen t ly, m any studen ts at  Q O  
have som e though ts on  the newly 
released album . 

Freshm an  Tr istan  L ee bel ieves 
that  ?som e of  the songs were just  
okay, but  m ain ly  the album  was 
p ret ty  decen t over al l .? 

W h i le he th inks the album  was 
good, L ee does also say that  he 
doesn?t suppor t  h is act ions, wh ich  is 
the sole reason  why L ee separ ates h is 
m usic f r om  the ar t i st .

Sim i lar ly,  jun ior  Kather ine Stepp  
shares that  she ?doesn?t suppor t  
Kanye?s act ions or  v iews, but [she] 
real ly  l i ke[s] h is m usic.?

Stepp  m akes a poin t  that  i t  i s 
com m on  for  peop le to not suppor t  
Kanye's p roblem at ic bel ief s, but  st i l l  
be able to en joy the m usic that  they 
love. I n  the realm  of  m usic 
appreciat ion , where to d r aw the l ine 
between  the ar t i sts and thei r  ar t  has 
been  a subject  of  debate.

Jun ior  L aur iana D ouan la bold ly  
said , ?I  don 't  l i sten  to Kanye and I  
don 't  keep  up ,? a sen t im en t shared by 
m any who choose to abstain  f r om  
l i sten ing to Kanye?s m usic based on  
h is act ions. T herefore, the act ions of  
Kanye aren?t wor th  l i sten ing to in  h is 
new album .

O n  the other  hand, jun ior  Kam si  
I hem e is a cur ren t l i stener  of  Kanye 
W est. ?I  l i ke to l i sten  to Kanye but I  
can 't  ignore som e of  the th ings he 
says,? I hem e adm i t ted .

T h is echoes the in ter nal  str uggle 
f aced by f ans who str uggle to en joy 
the m usic wh i le condem n ing the 
behavior  of  the ar t i sts. Kanye W est 
has always been  a con trover sial  ar t i st .

W hether  i t?s because of  h is 
extrem e pol i t i cal  bel ief s or  h is d r am a 
w i th  other  celebr i t ies, f ans of  Kanye 
are of ten  lef t  angered, d isappoin ted , 
and even  shocked by h is lud icrous 
behavior .

Ev iden t ly, due to the unexpected 
release of  h is new album , new and 
old  i ssues have been  brough t to the 
foref ron t once again .

H owever, based on  the lar ge 
num ber  of  f ans who con t inue to 
en joy h is m usic, but  st i l l  m ake sure to 
separ ate h is extrem e act ions f rom  h is 
songs, W est has been  noted as an  
im pactfu l  ar t i st  w i th in  the m usic 
industr y.

HYPEBEAST

      Kanye West's new album: Vultures

W or k s of  f i ct i on  ar e 
alw ays p ol i t i cal
By M AM S JAGH A
Editor- in-Chief

As the second m ovie in  the 
w idely  acclaim ed ?D une? f r anch ise 
debuted on  M arch  1, there has been  a 
sur ge in  conver sat ions on  the 
associat ions between  pol i t i cs and 
l iber at ion  in  the real  wor ld  and i ts 
por tr ayal  th rough  wor ks of  f i ct ion . 
L ike m any dystop ian  novels, 
dystop ian  novels have them es that 
ser ve as al legor ies for  m oder n  
gover nm en t con trol  and societal  
fear s. As dystop ian  stor ies of ten  
dep ict  a wor ld  where a gover nm en t 
possesses too m uch  power, of ten  
l im i t ing f r eedom  and autonom y, 
they ser ve as a ref lect ion  on  cur ren t 
societal  i ssues and the decl ine of  civ i l  
l i ber t ies. H owever, the real  quest ion  
that  has stem m ed f rom  those 
conver sat ions, i s ?W hy is i t  so easy to 
ignore these p roblem s in  real  l i f e but 
defend and r al ly  around 

the ?heroes? in  dystop ian  m ed ia?? 
H ere?s m y theor y : dystop ian  

l i ter ature is a com m en tar y on  
p resen t society, but  since i t  i s usual ly  
set  in  the f u ture (a sym bol  in  i tsel f ), 
m any are usual ly  ignor an t about i ts 
al legor ies, wh ich  m akes i t  incred ibly  
easy to ignore thei r  m essage. 

W or ks of  f i ct ion  w i l l  always 
p rov ide insigh t in to cur ren t society  
and how we can  be the lead ing cause 
of  our  decl ine of  independence. 
Com m on  w i th  m any science f i ct ion  
and apocalyp t ic to post-apocalyp t ic 
novels, th e cl im ax of  m ost stor ies 
includes the ?hero? heavi ly  
quest ion ing thei r  m or al i ty  and 
passion  for  the cause. T he reason  
why m any author s l i ke Suzanna 
Col l ins (?T he H unger  Gam es?), Ph i l ip  
K. D ick (?Blade Runner ?), and even  
Veron ica Roth  (?D iver gen t?)  add 
sym bols i s to al lude to m oder n -day 
society  and that even  the "heroes" 
quest ion  thei r  r oles in  cr ises and

CONT. ON PAGE 9
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T h e f ash i on  i n s f or  
th i s sp r i n g

Dozens of small mammals and reptiles, including an endangered red panda, were 
recovered by customs agents in an airport in Bangkok, T hailand last week, in 
luggage that was bound for India. Six people were arrested for smuggling as a 
result. Unfortunately, illegal animal trafficking is a common issue in the country.

CARTOON BY AMADI PINKNEY

BY KAT E BEL M AN

Senior Staff Writer

Congr ats! W e have alm ost m ade 
i t  to spr ing. Af ter  a long and dar k 
w in ter , th ings are f inal ly  look ing up . 
Bi rds are ch i r p ing, bees are buzzing, 
and w i th  D ay l igh t  Savings just  
passing on  M arch  10 , the days are 
gett ing longer  and i t?s stay ing l igh ter  
later . Along w i th  a new 
season? spr ing w i l l  of f i cial ly  begin  
on  Tuesday, M arch  19? com es a 
whole new wardrobe. 

T h is year 's spr ing f ash ion  trends, 
accord ing to Vogue, include i tem s l i ke 
great wh i te d resses, i ce blues (a pale, 
pure, teal  aqua-green  w i th  a jewel  
under tone), penci l  sk i r ts, and m ore. 
Pred icted  by the Vogue Runway 
Team  and then  f ind ing thei r  way to 
the stores, these p ieces are IN  for  the
spr ing of  20 24.

For  a m ore soph ist i cated  look , the 
penci l  sk i r t  i s a great op t ion . 
So-cal led  ?cor por ate core? has m ade 
i ts way on to num erous r unways th is 
past season . Vogue r ecom m ends 
?[consider ing] sty les that  em phasize 
texture? latex, croc-em bossed, and 
(f aux) leather? and pai r  w i th  m ore 
relaxed opposi tes, l i ke a sim p le 
T-sh i r t  or  crew neck sweater ? for  the 
op t im al  look.

W ho W hat W ear, a d igi tal  f ash ion  
publ icat ion  and com m un i ty  for  
wom en  in terested  in  develop ing thei r  
per sonal  sty le and shopp ing, states 
that  ?An  Absolu tely  Per fect  Spr ing 
20 24 W ardrobe L ooks L ike T h is? a 
l igh tweigh t sweater , a t im eless bel t , 
den im  cutof f s, poin ted  f lats, a pai r  of  

statem en t ear r ings, and m any 
m ore.?

Glamour says, however, that  
f r inge is back in , along w i th  the 
retur n  of  the p reppy aesthet ic w i th  
ath let i c p rep . T h ink ?Gossip  Gi r l? 
outf i t  v ibes ?  polo sh i r ts, t r ack 
jackets, and button -down  sh i r ts ?  
but th is t im e w i th  a new at t i tude. 
L ots of  m atch ing tr acksu i ts and 
p reppy sweater s can  be found at  Free 
Peop le, Ar i tzia, and m any m ore 
stores. 

T he color  ?r ich  bur gundy? is back 
af ter  popp ing up  in  lots of  r unway 
shows, so m ake sure to add i t  in to 
your  spr ing wardrobe. ?Gi r lcore? 
refer s to the em br ace of  the sty le that  
i s considered to be tr ad i t ional ly  
fem in ine, consist ing of  bows, r u f f les, 
and lace, so em br ace the f un  of  th is 
t r end and show of f  your  f avor i te p ink 
p iece. 

M aybe you?ve heard  of  the ?M ob 
W i fe? aesthet ic, wh ich  popped up  on  
T ikTok a coup le of  m on ths ago. 
An im al  p r in t  i s al l  the r age. L eopard  
is ver y popular  w i th  streetwear  sty le 
in f luencer s, especial ly  w i th  a  f ur r y  
leopard-p r in ted  coat. B, w i th  
tem per atures r i sing, a hot coat m igh t 
not  be the best choice. I nstead, op t 
for  a leather  bom ber  jacket: st i l l  on  
t r end, but m ore weather- f r iend ly. 

T he ?in  color ? is i ce blue. Af ter  
being spotted  on  r unways l i ke Bottega 
Veneta and Ferragamo, f ash ion  junk ies 
ever ywhere have been  going cr azy 
for  th is shade of  blue. L uck i ly, the 
hue can  easi ly  be added to any spr ing 
outf i t , whether  you op t for  a 
m atch ing blue set  or  just  accessor ize 
w i th  a handbag in  the shade.

T h e com eback  of  th e 
m ov ie i n du str y
BY CH ASE PASEKO FF
Editor- in-Chief

O ver  the past sever al  m on ths, i t  
seem s as i f  a new m ovie is p rem ier ing 
in  theater s ever y other  week. For  
those who are regu lar ly  in for m ed 
about new releases, th is som ewhat 
sudden  boom  in  new f i lm  con ten t 
has been  qu i te the sh i f t  f r om  the 
m ovie scene of  the past sever al  year s. 

L ike m any industr ies, m ovie 
p roduct ion  was heavi ly  im pacted by 
the COVID -19 pandem ic, and m any 
m ovies scheduled  for  release in  20 20  
were pushed back. Fur ther m ore, 
m any f i lm s op ted for  d igi tal  r elease 
on ly, wh ich  great ly  changed the 
dynam ic of  f i lm  consum ption .

W i th  al l  of  th is in  m ind, i t  m ay be 
safe to say that  the cu l ture 
sur round ing m ovies has changed 
w i th  the t im es and w i l l  l i kely  not 
rever t  to i ts p rev ious m onum en tal  
status. H owever, the ev idence has 
been  poin t ing in  the opposi te 
d i rect ion . I n  m any ways, i t  appear s as 
i f  the m ovie industr y  i s beginn ing to 
regain  i ts strength .

For  year s, m ovies dom inated the 
en ter tainm en t industr y  both  
com m ercial ly  and cu l tur al ly. 
H owever, once the d igi tal  age began  
to take for m , the focus on  m ovies 
seem ingly  changed, and i t  appeared 
that shor t- for m  con ten t was m ore 
desi red . T h is was m agn i f ied  and 
subsequen t ly  popular ized by the 
creat ion  of  apps l i ke T ikTok, wh ich  
focused on  the idea of  p roducing 
shor t , easy- to-under stand m ed ia. T he 
t im ing of  COVID -19 on ly  helped to 
cem en t the cur ren t si tuat ion , 
par t i cu lar ly  for  our  gener at ion : 
T ikTok was in , m ovies were out.
T h is m ay seem  hyper bol ic, but  i t  i s 
im por tan t to note that  accord ing to 
Box Office M ojo, 20 20  was the f i r st  

year  since 1989 when  no Am er ican  
f i lm  had a wor ldw ide gross incom e 
of  over  $50 0  m i l l ion . W h i le th is m ay 
com e as no sur pr ise, what also m ay 
com e as no sur pr ise is that  in  the 
sam e year, 20 20 , T ikTok sur passed 2 
bi l l i on  down loader s, m ak ing i t  one of  
the m ost popular  apps in  the wor ld , 
and one of  the qu ickest to ach ieve 
th is feat .

T he cor relat ion  between  the 
decl ine in  m ovie popular i ty  and the 
increase in  T ikTok popular i ty  can  be 
at t r ibuted  to the elem en ts 
sur round ing the pandem ic. T h is 
includes the isolat ion  f rom  publ ic 
spaces l i ke m ovie theater s, as wel l  as 
the seem ingly  l im i t less am oun t of  
t im e that cou ld  be spen t on  dev ices 
l i ke phones and tablets. 

W i th  al l  of  th is in  m ind, the 
m ore in terest ing aspect of  the 
d iscussion  com es f rom  once m ovies 
were able to be in  p roduct ion  again , 
and the restr i ct ions regard ing the 
pandem ic began  to be less and less 
str i ct . W h i le in  20 20  the lar gest 
Am er ican  m ovie had m ade about 
$40 0  m i l l ion , in  D ecem ber  20 21, 
Spider-M an: No Way H ome m ade 
near ly  $2 bi l l i on  f r om  box of f i ce 
sales. T hese jaw-dropp ing f igures 
con t inued to be ach ieved by d i f feren t 
f i lm s over  the next sever al  year s, 
w i th  the top  m ovie of  20 22, Avatar: 
T he Way of Water, m ak ing over  $2.3 
bi l l i on , and Barbie, the top  m ovie of  
20 23, m ak ing over  $1.3 bi l l i on . 

W i th  m ovies m ak ing a sw i f t  
com eback, i t  w i l l  surely  be 
in terest ing to see i f  new m ovies f r om  
th is year  such  as Dune: Part Two and 
Bob M arley: One Love w i l l  fo l low su i t  
of  being absolu te successes, and 
whether  m ovies or  d igi tal  m ed ia w i l l  
u l t im ately  w i thstand the test  of  t im e. 

"what 's the poin t  in  t r y ing to 
m ake th is wor ld  better ?" T h is 
exter nal  and in ter nal  con f l i ct  
d r ives the p lot , wh ich  i l lustr ates 
how im per fect  ever y char acter  i s, 
but  also h igh l igh ts the extr insic 
m ot ivat ion  they have to keep  
going and con t inuously  evolve. 

H owever, the conver sat ions 
around th is top ic also spot l igh t  
the hypocr isy of  the author s who 
wr i te these books. Sar ah  J. M aas 
is the bestsel l ing author  of  the 
four-book f an tasy ser ies ?A Cour t  
of  T hor ns and Roses,? wh ich  
fol lows Fey re Archeron 's jour ney 
af ter  being brough t in to the 
f aer ie lands of  Pr y th ian . T he 
ser ies gives insigh t in to 
m oder n -day patr iar chal  r oles, 
social  class, and oppression , just  
l i ke a dystop ian  novel  as they are 
both  an  analogy to the system s 
of  the real  wor ld . But, as 
cap t ivat ing as her  ser ies is, M aas 
has also recen t ly  com e under  f i r e 
for  hav ing l i t t le to no r acial  
m inor i t ies as char acter s, using 
the p roblem s that t r ouble 
m inor i t ies as a p lot  for  the wh i te 
char acter s in  her  books, k i l l i ng 
her  few char acter s of  color  to 
f ur ther  the p lot  of  her  wh i te 
char acter s, and never  actual ly  
show ing suppor t  for  PO C w i th  
her  p lat for m . As som eone who 
has read m ost of  her  books, I  
bel ieve that the abi l i ty  to be able 
to en joy ar t  and also cr i t i cize i t  i s 
cr ucial  because i t  i s one of  the 
best ways for  an  author  to 
under stand p roblem s and 
im prove th rough  i t .

W or ks of  f i ct ion  ser ve as an  
ind i rect  r epresen tat ion  of  
m oder n -day society  and what 
we as i ts inhabi tan ts can  do to 
p reser ve i t . T herefore, being 
capable of  w r i t ing these books 
and hav ing a p lat for m  that 
con t inues to read them  is an  
im m ense power, and, when  
done r igh t , these books can  
inci te change and spot l igh t  
in just ice. M y per sonal  f avor i te 
and f ive-star  r ated  
recom m endat ions for  such  
novels (not in  any speci f i c 
order ) include ?An im al  Far m ? 
by Geor ge O r wel l , ?T he Tr ial? 
by Fr anz Kafka, ?Red Rising? by 
Pierce Brown , ?Sever ance? by 
L ing M a, and ?T he Power ? by 
N aom i  Alder m an  wh ich  is now 
an  Am azon  or iginal  show.

-  M ams Jagha

To v i ew  an oth er  bon u s car toon , ch eck  ou t  T h e Pr ow ler 's w ebsi te at  qoh sjou r n al i sm .w or dp r ess.com !

CONT. FROM PAGE 8

W or k s of  f i ct i on  ar e 
alw ays p ol i t i cal

"Dystopian novels 
allow us to 
experience the 
consequences of 
harmful  human 
actions through 
fictional media"
-Arielle Goodluck
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Ath lete of  th e M on th
BY O L IVIA M AYT IN

Senior Staff Writers

GI RL S L ACRO SSE -  
SO PH O M O RE M ACEY 
N EW EL L
Coach  Tw ine chose M acey as she 
m akes ever yone on  the team  
better , includ ing Tw ine h im sel f . 
She consisten t ly  shows up  to wor k 
w i th  h igh  ener gy &  a post ive 
at t i tude. Accord ing to Tw ine, ?any 
team  would  be lucky to have 
M acey on  thei r  squad.?
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e 
th i s f al l / w i n ter  p r ep ar i n g f or  th i s 
season ?
A. D ur ing the of f season , I  h i t  the 
wal l  ever y chance I  got  and wen t 
to p reseason  wor kouts, wh ich  
helped m e stay in  shape.
Q . W h at i s you r  go- to m eal  
bef or e gam es?
A. Gem el l i?s Ch icken  Par m  and a 
k iw i  guava Celsius [ener gy dr ink]. 
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do 
you  h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. O utside of  lacrosse, I  love to 
hang out w i th  m y f r iends and go 
shopp ing.
Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g 
th i s sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. I  star ted  p lay ing lacrosse in  4th  
gr ade because m y older  brother  
Br aden  p lays, and I  always loved 
watch ing h is gam es.
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s 
you  h ave f or  th e team ?
A. Som e goals I  have is for  our  
team  to have better  
com m un icat ion  and to beat B-CC 
again . I  also hope for  us to m ake i t  
to the regional  f inals!

BOYS L ACRO SSE -  SEN I O R 
BRA D EN  N EW EL L
Q uince O rchard?s new head coach  
Edward  M ar t in  saw m any th ings in  
N ewel l , even  though  lacrosse is on ly  
one week in to the season . Accord ing 
to Coach  M ar t in , N ewel l  has stepped 
up  on  sever al  occasions to p rov ide 
strong leader sh ip  and accoun tabi l i ty  
am ongst h is team m ates and the Q O  
L acrosse p rogr am  as a whole.
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
f al l / w i n ter  p r ep ar i n g f or  th i s 
season ?
A. I  stayed act ive p lay ing lacrosse 
over  the sum m er  and I  p layed in  a 
f al l  lacrosse league.
Q . W h at i s you r  go- to m eal  bef or e 
gam es?
A. M y p re-gam e m eal  i s I tal ian  food.
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. I  l i ke going to the gym  and 
hanging out w i th  f r iends.
Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g th i s 
sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. I  star ted  p lay ing lacrosse when  I  
was in  5th  gr ade.
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s you  
h ave f or  th e team ?
A. M y num ber  one goal  i s to w in  a 
regional  cham pionsh ip .

BA SEBA L L  -  SEN I O R 
GA RRET T  CA M PBEL L
Coach  Sim ko p icked p i tcher , 3rd  
basem an  and 1st  basem an  Cam pbel l  
as Ath lete of  the M on th  due to h is 
strength . Accord ing to Sim ko, he w i l l  
h i t  in  the m idd le of  the order  and be 
rel ied  upon  to d r ive in  r uns th is 
season . Cam pbel l  has been  on  the 
var si ty  team  since h is f r eshm an  year.

Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
f al l / w i n ter  p r ep ar i n g f or  th i s 
season ?
A. I  spen t hour s in  the gym  and in  an  
indoor  f aci l i ty. Star t ing at  5 in  the 
m or n ing and going un t i l  11 at  n igh t  
on  a dai ly  basis, t r y ing to p repare for  
the last  r ide w i th  these guys and 
wan t ing to m ake i t  special .
Q . W h at i s you r  go- to m eal  bef or e 
gam es?
A. M y go- to m eal  since I  was 10  has 
to be 2 bananas and a gr anola bar .
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. M y hobbies and in terests outside 
of  spor ts are hanging out w i th  
f r iends, p lay ing pool  and l i f t ing.
Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g th i s 
sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. I  star ted  p lay ing basebal l  at  4 
[year s old ].
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s you  
h ave f or  th e team ?
A. Som e goals I  have for  the team  are 
to have no m ore than  f ive losses the 
en t i r e year . Also, def in i tely  p ick ing 
the next guy up  when  the gam e star ts 
to f al l  out  of  our  f avor . And over al l  
becom e better  peop le and succeed, 
not on ly  in  basebal l  but  in  the 
classroom .

SO FT BA L L  -  SEN I O R 
M EL A N I E M A A REC
Coach  Adam s p icked cen ter f ielder  
M aarec as Ath lete of  the M on th  
based on  her  leader sh ip  in  the 
outf ield . T he Q O  sof tbal l  team  has a 
ver y young group  in  the outf ield  and 
M aarec has real ly  stepped up  as a 
role m odel  for  the posi t ion  and for  
the p layer s. 
Q . H ow  d i d  you  sp en d  you r  t i m e th i s 
f al l / w i n ter  p r ep ar i n g f or  th i s 
season ?

A. I n  the of f - season  I  would  go to the 
batt ing cage w i th  som e of  m y 
team m ates. I  would  constan t ly  go for  
walks and spend as m uch  t im e 
outside as possible.
Q . W h at i s you r  go- to m eal  bef or e 
gam es?
A. M y go- to m eal  before a gam e is a 
sm ooth ie or  p rotein  bar .
Q . W h at h obb i es or  i n ter ests do you  
h ave ou tsi de of  sp or ts?
A. O utside of  spor ts, I  love to t r avel  
and hang out w i th  m y f r iends.
Q . W h en  d i d  you  star t  p l ay i n g th i s 
sp or t  an d  w hy d i d  you  star t?
A. I  star ted  p lay ing sof tbal l  when  I  
was six year s old  and have p layed 
ever y year  since. I  star ted  because m y 
dad grew up  p lay ing basebal l , and as 
an  adu l t  he p lays sof tbal l , so he has 
always been  a great coach  and role 
m odel  for  m e.
Q . W h at ar e som e of  th e goal s you  
h ave f or  th e team ?
A. Som e of  m y goals for  the team  are 
for  ever yone to go in to ever y gam e 
and p r act ice w i th  a posi t ive at t i tude 
in  order  to get the m ost out of  i t . I  
wan t ever yone to t r y  thei r  hardest 
and focus wh i le also hav ing f un .

N ew  team , n ew  f ace, sam e goal s
 

BY M O TAZ  D EIFY

Senior Staff Writer 

For  the past two year s, the gi r ls 
lacrosse team  has seem ed to be on  
tr ack to w inn ing another  regional  
cham pionsh ip , thei r  f i r st  since 20 21. 
H owever, af ter  for m er  Coach  Tay lor  
Blenckstone m oved to Char leston , 
South  Carol ina, there was on ly  one 
per son  to tur n  to? coach  and 
special  educat ion  par aeducator  
Alexander  Tw ine.

Tw ine holds the t i t le as one of  
Q O 's m ost notable alum n i . H e 
gr aduated f rom  Q O  in  20 11, when  
he was recr u i ted  to p lay D iv ision  1 
footbal l  at  the Un iver si ty  of  
M ar y land f rom  20 11 un t i l  20 15 on  a 
f u l l  scholar sh ip . D ur ing h is h igh  
school  career , Tw ine was known  as a 
t r ip le th reat as he had packed 
schedules dur ing al l  th ree seasons: 
footbal l , basketbal l , and outdoor  
t r ack &  f ield , and he has coached al l  
th ree spor ts as a staf f  m em ber  at  
Q O . T h is spr ing, he is tur n ing the 
pages as he steps up  to be the head 
coach  of  the gi r ls var si ty  lacrosse 
team . 

D ur ing h is sen ior  year , Tw ine 
had a l i t t le exper ience w i th  lacrosse 
f rom  p lay ing p ickup  gam es w i th  h is 
f r iends to t r y ing out and m ak ing 
the var si ty  lacrosse team  r igh t  
before he lef t  for  Col lege Par k . 
H owever, the M ar y land coaches 
d idn?t al low h im  to p lay lacrosse 
that season  since he was al ready 
com m i t ted  to p lay footbal l . 

Af ter  p lay ing col lege footbal l , 
Tw ine cam e back to Q O  to coach  
h is younger  brother , M akh i  W alker , 
who was a f r eshm an  at  the t im e. 
Since then , he?s been  wor k ing and 
coach ing here for  seven  year s. 

Tw ine m ay be relat ively  new to 
lacrosse, but he is cer tain ly  no 
str anger  to coach ing in  gener al . 

T h roughout the last  few year s, Tw ine 
m en t ions that  he ?wor ked w i th  a lot  
of  these gi r ls ind iv idual ly? even  as a 
spectator . As a head coach , Tw ine 
says he wan ts to ?in troduce 
som eth ing [d i f feren t ly ]  to the 
p rogr am , br ing in  tension , and help  
the gi r ls get  m ore spot l igh t  on  what 
they?re doing,? as he em phasizes that  
al l  of  the p layer s have great poten t ial  
and he?s ver y exci ted  to show peop le 
what they can  do. 

O ver  the past few m on ths, the 
gi r ls were lef t  w i th  no coach . H is 
biggest concer n  about th is 
ci r cum stance is that  the team  
wouldn?t be able to cond i t ion  dur ing 
the of f season . ?Even  i f  they found 
som ebody by M arch , they wouldn?t 
have any of f season  wor kouts or  
l i f t ing sessions done,? said  Tw ine. ?I  
k ind  of  wai ted  around [to] see i f  
anyone was going to take the job, and 
I  found out nobody d id , so I  jum ped 
on  i t ,? he added. 

Accord ing to Tw ine, cond i t ion ing 
was held  four  t im es a week for  about 
two hour s. 

Stepp ing up  to coach  lacrosse 
also m ean t stepp ing down  f rom  
coach ing tr ack . Tw ine notes the 
d i f ference between  coach ing these 
two spor ts: lacrosse is 
?team -or ien ted? wh i le t r ack has 
?m any d i f feren t w inner s, and so 
m any peop le doing d i f feren t even ts,? 
he said . 

Ever y team  has to star t  
som ewhere, and Tw ine wan ts to star t  
bu i ld ing the team  by ?wor k ing on  
defense and being tough? f rom  the 
f i r st  day of  t r youts. O ver al l , the team  
wan ts to p lay ?a hard  physical  br and 
of  lacrosse,? Tw ine says.

T hat physical  br and m ay w in  
them  another  regional  cham pionsh ip  
in  M ay. Com e watch  the gi r ls? f i r st  
gam e at  Sher wood on  M arch  22 as 
they k ick of f  sp r ing break and begin  
thei r  r oad to an  undefeated season .

As far  as the upcom ing lacrosse 
season  goes, M ar t in  i s look ing 
for ward  to p rom ot ing a posi t ive 
at t i tude th roughout the team  so they 
can  al l  wor k together  to w in . H e l i kes 
to th ink of  i t  as ?N o JV, no Var si ty, 
just  one big p rogr am .? 

Cond i t ion ing is one of  the m ajor  
aspects he is focusing on  th is season . 
L uck i ly, special  educat ion  teacher  
Bi l ly  Fier stein  ?12, who also p layed 
lacrosse at  Q O , was able to lead the 
cond i t ion ing aspect of  p reseason  to 
get the team  in  shape for  the f i r st  
day of  t r youts. As f ar  as p r act ices go, 
M ar t in  w i l l  star t  out  going over  p lays 
and sign i f i can t concepts of  the gam e 
as wel l  as includ ing cond i t ion ing 
in to rout ine dr i l ls. O ne elem en t he 
w i l l  be im p lem en t ing in to the 
p rogr am  is the aspect of  f am i ly  he 
fel t  when  p lay ing for  Br idgewater . ?I  
wan t the team  to be as close w i th  
each  other  here as I  was there,? 
M ar t in  exp lains. 

W i th  the team  being under  new 
leader sh ip , th is season  is sure to be a 
m em or able one. Fans of  the team  
should  clear  thei r  schedules for  the 
boys? hom e opener  against  thei r  
r ivals, the Sher wood W ar r ior s, next  
Fr iday, M arch  22 at  7:15 PM .

Football and basketball coach steps up to become 
varsity girls lacrosse head coach

N ew  coach  to br i n g a f r esh  star t  
to th e boy 's l acr osse p r ogr am
BY M AD EL EIN E BURKE
Editor- In-Chief

 
Af ter  last  year ?s boys lacrosse head 

coach  Connor  M i l ler  m oved to 
Color ado, the head coach  posi t ion  
opened up . For tunately, Edward  
M ar t in  heard  about the oppor tun i ty  
and was selected  for  the job. W i th  a 
focus on  a posi t ive season  and past 
p lay ing and coach ing exper ience, 
what w i l l  he have in  store for  the 
p rogr am ?

Edward  M ar t in  began  h is lacrosse 
career  in  M echan icsbur g, 
Pennsy lvan ia, and con t inued i t  at  
Br idgewater  Col lege p lay ing for  the 
Eagles. H e loved p lay ing for  the sm al l  
p r ivate school  because the team  ?fel t  
l i ke a f am i ly.? 

Before com ing to Q O , he coached 
in  N or th  Carol ina for  a p rogr am  that 
was on ly  just  star t ing out. M ost of  the 
p layer s had never  p icked up  a st i ck 
before, so thei r  season  was m ain ly  
spen t lear n ing the gam e. ?I t  was 
d i f f i cu l t  to be com pet i t ive," M ar t in  
added. 

W hen  he m oved to M ar y land, h is 
Q O  alum nus w i fe (El i zabeth  Par ker  
14?) and close p rox im i ty  to the school  
are what in for m ed h im  of  the open  
posi t ion  as head coach . Besides 
coach ing for  Q O  th is spr ing, M ar t in  
also coaches for  the D C Sled  Shar ks, a 
youth  sled  hockey team .

BREAKING NEWS
Freshm an Aubry Spadoni is t he f ir st  Gir ls Wrest l ing 

St at e Cham pionship w inner  in school h ist ory. 

Junior  Har r ison Spadoni placed 3rd in t he
Boys St at e Tournam ent .

Sophom ore Am irah Abegesah placed 5t h in t he 
Gir ls St at e Tournam ent .



BY L ILY KAPL AN

Senior Staff Writer

Spr ing spor ts are of f i cial ly  here. 
T he tr youts took p lace on  M arch  1, and 
by now al l  of  the team s are set t led . 

T he h igh ly  select ive boys? tenn is 
team  has a br and new roster , and each  
p layer  has been  tr ain ing over  the 
cour se of  the year  to ear n  a spot on  the 
team .

Sophom ore N oah  Per lm an , who 
has been  on  the team  for  two year s, 
posi t ively  descr ibed tr youts, and stated  
that they included ?dr i l ls and p lay ing 
m atches.?

T he team  has great poten t ial  to 
succeed  th is season . Social  stud ies 
teacher  M att  M ar sden  has been  
coach ing the var si ty  team  for  the past 
th ree year s. ?W e have had p ret ty  good 
success in  al l  of  those year s, and I ?m  
hop ing we keep that t r end going th is 
year ,? he said . 

As a coach , M ar sden  has the 
responsibi l i ty  of  m ak ing sure that he, as 
wel l  as the m em ber s of  the team , are 
p repared for  the season . For tunately, 
the m em ber s of  the team  are 
sel f - suf f i cien t  and don?t on ly  rely  on  
thei r  coach . ?A good num ber  of  the 
p layer s p lay year- round so they have 
thei r  own  regim ens to keep  in  shape 
and keep ready,? said  M ar sden .

BY N OAH  KRAVIT Z

Staff Writer

W in ter  weather  i s over , wh ich  
m eans spr ing weather  i s upon  us. 
And you know what that  m eans, 
another  season  of  Gi r ls Sof tbal l  here 
at  Q uince O rchard  h igh  school  i s now 
under way !

T he team  is led  by Coach  Col leen  
Adam s, who has coached here at  Q O  
for  a the last  few year s, and is also the 
head of  the FACT S depar tm en t. She 
takes p r ide in  coach ing th is team , and 
str ives to m ake sure that  her  p layer s 
are hav ing f un  th roughout the 
season , and that each  and ever y one 
her  p layer s are suppor t ing one 
another . 

T h is w i l l  be Adam s's f i r st  year  
coach ing in  a wh i le w i thout Jacquelyn  
L ee '23. She was one of  the team 's 
great p layer s the past few year s, who 
stepped up  in  som e big clu tch  
m om en ts that  th is team  is cer tain ly  
to m iss. 

But that  doesn 't  m ean  we aren 't  
going to see p roduct ion  f rom  m any 
other  p layer s on  th is team . O ne 
exam ple is sophom ore M aeve D aly. 
She is a retur n ing p layer  on  var si ty, 
who found i t  r eal ly  special  being on  
th is team  last  season  as a f r eshm an . 
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Basebal l
BY PRIT I  M AD H AVAN

Staff Writer

Exci tem en t i s in  the ai r  as Q uince 
O rchard  H igh  School 's basebal l  team  
prepares to h i t  the d iam ond for  the 
h igh ly  an t icipated  20 23-20 24 season .

Ranked 94th  in  the state last  
season , the team  wor ked to cl im b up , 
m ak ing an  im pressive jum p of  29 
p laces f rom  the p rev ious year. Coach  
and ar t  teacher  Corey Sim ko, an  
exper ienced m en tor  w i th  sever al  
year s of  coach ing and teach ing 
exper ience under  h is bel t , i s th r i l led  
to lead the Cougar s in to what 
p rom ises to be an  exh i l i r at ing and 
com pet i t ive season .

L ast year , Sim ko was p rom oted 
f rom  head JV basebal l  coach  to 
var si ty  coach  in  June. H e 
acknowledges that the exper ience w i l l  
be d i f feren t, but  w i th  year s of  
basebal l  coach ing exper ience, the 
Cougar s have no doubt he w i l l  lead 
them  to success th is year .

?I t?s exci t ing. T he p layer s are 
ready to get star ted  and so am  I ,? 
Sim ko says.

T he var si ty  team 's per for m ance 
last  year , w i th  a 10 -9 w in  r at io, 
showcased thei r  r esi l ience and 
com pet i t ive sp i r i t . W inn ing 53% of  
thei r  gam es, the Cougar s have set a 
sol id  foundat ion  for  the upcom ing 
chal lenges. 

W i th  a m ix of  p layer s f r om  al l  
gr ades and JV p layer s f r om  last  year  
that  are i tch ing to showcase thei r  
talen t , the team  is deter m ined to 
keep  up  thei r  w inn ing streak.

H owever, the m ost eager ly  
awai ted  m om en t on  the schedule is 
the in tense r ival r y  gam e against  
N or thwest. Af ter  a t r ium phan t w in  in  
20 22, the Cougar s f aced a tough  loss 
in  20 23, in tensi f y ing the r ival r y. T h is 
year 's rem atch  is anx iety - inducing 
but th r i l l i ng as Q uince O rchard  seeks 
redem ption , f ueled  by the desi re to 
reclaim  thei r  t i t le against  thei r  r ivals.

T he m ot ivat ion  am ongst p layer s, 
Coach  Sim ko's str ategic gu idance, 
and the bur n ing deter m inat ion  to 
overcom e last  year 's setback create a 
m ix for  success. As the Q uince 
O rchard  H igh  School  basebal l  team  
steps on to the f ield , or  the ?K,? as i t 's 
af fect ionately  known  to the p layer s, 
we can  expect a d isp lay of  sk i l l , 
r esi l ience, and com m i tm en t. 

T hei r  f i r st  gam e is against  B-CC 
w i l l  be on  Saturday, M arch  23. L ast  
year , thei r  f i r st  gam e was on  M arch  
21 against  Poolesv i l le, and they 
star ted  of f  thei r  season  w i th  a w in . 
Studen ts hope that they w i l l  do i t  
again  th is year  and begin  thei r  
(hopefu l ly ) season - long w inn ing 
streak. M ake sure to com e suppor t !

Gi r l s Ten n i s

Season  Pr ev i ew s
Boys Ten n i s Sof tbal l

She l i kes gett ing to know p layer s 
on  the team , and rel ies on  team  
chem istr y  to br ing her  and her  fel low 
team m ates together . 

"I  feel  as though  being back on  
the team  gives m e a sense of  p r ide 
for  being a par t  of  th is p rogr am . I  
would  l i ke to ach ieve m any th ings 
th is season  and just  over al l  im prove 
m y gam e," said  D aly. 

M uch  l i ke her  fel low team m ates, 
D aly  p r aises the job Coach  Adam s 
has done lead ing th is team . 

"I  love Coach  Adam s! She has 
suppor ted  m e f rom  the star t  of  last  
season  and al l  the way up  to now. She 
br ings ever yone together  and is the 
best coach  I  have ever  had," she said . 

T h is team  is poised for  a big 
season  th is year . T hei r  f i r st  gam e of  
the season  w i l l  begin  on  M arch  21 
against  W h i tm an  h igh  school . 

T he gam e w i l l  be p layed here at  
the D om e. M ake sure to show up  and 
cheer  on  your  Cougar s!

T hat said , M ar sden  is m ore 
than  qual i f ied  for  th is role. ?I  have 
been  p lay ing tenn is for  about 25 
year s and I  was on  m y h igh  school?s 
var si ty  tenn is team  al l  four  year s,? he 
said . Sim i lar ly, there are a lot  of  
m em ber s of  Q O ?s team  who w i l l  end 
up  p lay ing for  al l  four  year s of  h igh  
school . As a team , M ar sden  hopes to 
?wor k on  the develop ing young talen t  
we added th is year  to m ake sure we?re 
com pet i t ive in  ever y m atch .? 

As of  publ icat ion , there haven?t 
been  any m atches that  the team  has 
par t i cipated  in . H owever, the f i r st  
m atch  of  thei r s i s approach ing us f ast : 
i t  w i l l  occur  on  T hur sday, M arch  21 at  
W h i tm an  H igh  School . Add i t ional ly, 
thei r  f i r st  m atch  at  hom e w i l l  be 
against  Rockv i l le H igh  School  on  
Tuesday, Apr i l  2. Com e out and 
suppor t  your  boys? tenn is team ! 

Al l  w in ter  spor ts have of f i cial ly  
concluded, m ean ing i t?s t im e for  
the th i r d  and f inal  season  of  the 
year. T here are m any popular  
spr ing spor ts, but  one that goes 
under  the r adar  i s tenn is. At  
Q uince O rchard , however, the gi r ls 
tenn is team  is ready to m ake som e 
noise th is season .

A key to success is con f idence, 
and sophom ore L iza D in i ts has i t . 
?I  have real ly  h igh  expectat ions for  
the season  because I  feel  l i ke our  
team  is going to be strong th is 
year ,? said  D in i ts. 

O ne th ing al l  these gi r ls wan t i s 
m ore at ten t ion  towards the team . 
?I  feel  l i ke gi r ls tenn is doesn?t get 
the at ten t ion  i t  deser ves,? said  
jun ior  M ad ison  Puh l . ?W e cou ld  
def in i tely  use the suppor t .?

T he gi r ls? f i r st  hom e m atch  
takes p lace on  T hur sday, M arch  21 
at  3:30  PM , so m ar k your  calendar s 
and m ake i t  out  there to suppor t !

?In  the of f season , I  
have p repared by 
p r act icing at  least  

th ree t im es a week 
and p lay ing in  

num erous 
tour nam en ts."

-Liza Dinits

?To prepare for  the 
season , I  have been  
p r act icing w i th  m y 

doubles par tner , 
eat ing heal thy, and 
going on  m or n ing 

r uns to stay f i t .?
-Sophie Bee

@QOTENNIS

BY DYL AN  FL AIM
Staff Writer

A group photo of the girls tennis team from last school year.

Senior Quinn Kessler on the field last year.

PRITI MADHAVAN @PRMPICS
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O u tlook  on  th e N FL  of f season
BY  DYL AN  FL AIM  &  N OAH  
KRAVIT Z

Staff Writers

T he Super  Bowl i s long gone, 
wh ich  m eans the N FL   of f season  is 
here, f i l led  w i th  d iscussions about 
f r ee agency, t r ades and r um or s 
involv ing the upcom ing N FL  D r af t .  

W e are going to gover  som e of  
the m ost p ressing top ics that  are 
about to gain  som e steam  in  the 
com ing weeks. 

W h at w i l l  th e Bear s do 
w i th  th e N o. 1 Pi ck ?

Som e of  the biggest head l ines 
th roughout the of f season  have been  
about what the Ch icago Bear s w i l l  do 
w i th  thei r  f i r st  over al l  select ion  in  
the 20 24 D r af t . T he top  p rospects in  
the N FL  D r af t  include for m er  
H eism an  Trophy w inn ing 
quar ter back Caleb W i l l iam s, as wel l  
as w ide receiver  M ar v in  H ar r ison , Jr . 
out  of  O h io State.

Som e of  the m ost recen t m ock 
dr af ts and repor ts have connected 
Ch icago to W i l l iam s m ul t ip le t im es. 
But where does that  leave thei r  
cur ren t quar ter back?

T he Bear s cur ren t star t ing 
quar ter back is Just in  Fields, whom  
the Bear s selected  w i th  the 11th  
over al l  select ion  back in  the 20 21 
N FL  D r af t . 

Fields began  h is col legiate career  
w i th  Geor gia, then  even tual ly  
t r ansfer red  to O h io State where he

 th rew for  over  5,0 0 0  yards across 
two seasons, and com pleted  a 
whopp ing 63 touchdown  passes. H e 
also recorded 19 r ush ing touchdowns 
in  col lege footbal l . 

Fields is a ver y un ique 
quar ter back that  shows m any 
physical  at t r ibutes that  not  a ton  of  
quar ter backs in  the N FL  show on  the 
f ield . H is el i te r ush ing abi l i ty  al lows 
h im  to get outside the pocket and 
m ake p lays, wh ich  can  m ake h im  a 
dangerous quar ter back for  any 
opponen t. 

W h i le Fields is a ver y dynam ic 
r unner, there?s one speci f i c area that  
he needs to im prove in : tu r nover s. I n  
h is th ree year s as a p rofessional , he?s 
registered  38 total  f um bles and 
th rown  30  in tercep t ions. So i f  he is to 
im prove, th is i s one speci f i c area that  
he cou ld  wor k on . 

O ne of  the op t ions the Bear s 
cou ld  do at  quar ter back is to t r ade 
Fields for  d r af t  com pensat ion , and 
then  dr af t  Caleb W i l l iam s w i th  the 
N o. 1 Pick . Som e m igh t ask , ?W hy 
would  you dr af t  another  quar ter back 
i f  you al ready have Just in  Fields??

But when  you look at  W i l l iam s, 
he?s one of  the best quar ter back 
p rospects we?ve seen  com ing out of  
the dr af t . H e?s also got insane ar m  
talen t and great pocket awareness. 

But al though  Fields is a great 
quar ter back, i t  m ay be im possible to 
pass up  on  a guy l i ke W i l l iam s who 
cou ld  be a gener at ional  p layer  at  the 
quar ter back posi t ion  for  m any year s 
to com e.

N FL  D r af t : Q u i n ce 
O r ch ar d  i s r ep r esen ted

T he N FL  D r af t  i s a bi t  over  a 
m on th  away, and there is so m uch  
dr am a and uncer tain ty  sur round ing 
the dr af t .

T he 2nd over al l  p ick is a debate, 
assum ing the Bear s go w i th  Caleb 
W i l l iam s at  #1, the W ash ington  
Com m ander s w i l l  have to choose 
between  D r ake M aye, a quar ter back 
out of  N or th  Carol ina, and Jayden  
D an iels, a quar ter back f rom  L SU who 
just  won  the H eism an  Trophy, the 
m ost p rest igious award  in  col lege 
footbal l . Both  have incred ible talen t  
and have the chance to get p icked at  
#2. 

T here is also a debate for  who 
w i l l  get  w ide receiver  M ar v in  
H ar r ison , Jr ., a gener at ional  p rospect 
out  of  O h io State. Cur ren t ly, the 
bett ing f avor i tes to land H ar r ison  are 
the Ar izona Card inals, who hold  the 
4th  p ick . O ther  team s in  con ten t ion  
to land H ar r ison  include the Ch icago 
Bear s, i f  they decide to retain  Just in  
Fields, and the N ew England 
Patr iots. 

T he posi t ion  that  spar ks the m ost 
in terest  in  N FL  D r af t  talks is of  
cour se quar ter back.  USC's Caleb 
W i l l iam s is the und isputed best 
quar ter back in  the class, as he is 
regarded as a gener at ional  p rospect, 
but  there are m any other  talen ted  
quar ter backs  expect ing thei r  nam e 
to be cal led . D r ake M aye out of  
N or th  Carol ina has the physical  t r ai ts 
and tools to be the f i r st  over al l  p ick , 
and L SU 's heism an  w inner  Jayden  
D an iels cou ld  also be the f i r st  over al l  
p ick in  another  d r af t  class.

Q O  ath letes u n lock  th e n ex t  ch ap ter  of  th ei r  l i ves
BY M AD EL EIN E BURKE &  M O TAZ  
D EIFY
Editor- In-Chief &  Senior Staff Writer 

I t?s a no-br ainer  that  Q O  is f i l led  
w i th  gi f ted  and talen ted  ath letes. 
H owever, out  of  al l  of  the ath letes, 
ver y few peop le are l i kely  to stand 
out to col leges. Accord ing to 
Scholar sh ip  Stats, approx im ately  ?a 
l i t t le over  7% of  h igh  school  ath letes 
go on  to p lay a var si ty  spor t  in  
col lege,? hence m ak ing the recr u i t ing 
p rocess ver y select ive. 

T h is year , however, 18 Q O  
studen t-ath letes have com m i t ted  to 
con t inue thei r  academ ic and ath let i c 
career s at  thei r  p rospect ive col leges. 

For  exam ple, sen ior  Br ady H ah n  
has com m i t ted  to p lay tenn is at  
M essiah  Un iver si ty. H ahn  chose to 
take tenn is ser iously  dur ing h is 
t r ansi t ion  to h igh  school  because ?i t?s 
a lot  easier  to p lay than  a lot  of  other  
spor ts dur ing COVID ,? he said . 
Before h igh  school , H ahn  had been  
p lay ing soccer, but  ?i t  wasn?t real ly  
an  op t ion  dur ing COVID ,? he said , 
wh ich  is why he sw i tched to tenn is. 

D ur ing H ahn?s recr u i tm en t 
p rocess, he ?reached out to a lot  of  
coaches, [and he] had to p lay for  
som e of  the coaches and tape 
record ings to put on  m y recr u i t ing 
p rof i le.? L uck i ly, one school  that  got  
back to h im  happened to be h is top  
choice? M essiah  Un iver si ty, wh ich  
he chose because he ?wan ted to p lay 
tenn is, a good engineer ing p rogr am , 
and wan ted to be relat ively  close [to 
hom e],? he added. 

H ahn  star ted  h is f r eshm an  year  
in  Q O  tenn is p lay ing second doubles 
and f i r st  doubles, and h is jun ior  year  
p lay ing th i r d  singles. H e con t inues to 
?aim  as h igh  as [he] can? dur ing h is 
f inal  year . 

Tak ing a d ive in to another  
ind iv idual  spor t , sen ior  A i n sley  
T ay lor  announced her  com m i tm en t 
on  social  m ed ia to N YU?s sw im  
progr am  th is past f al l . She has been  
sw im m ing since the age of  four ,
 

beginn ing on  her  sum m er  sw im  
team , then  m oving to a club team  
once she knew she wan ted to get 
ser ious. 

Col leges began  reach ing out to 
Tay lor  the sum m er  af ter  sophom ore 
year, and once she was able to for m  
relat ionsh ips w i th  coaches, she 
nar rowed her  l i st  down  to two 
con tr ast ing schools: one, a qu iet , 
m id-sized col lege sur rounded by 
acres of  forest  land; the other , a busy, 
lar ge un iver si ty, located  in  the 
m idd le of  a ci ty  known  to never  f al l  
asleep . 

W hen  Tay lor  was m ak ing the 
f inal  decision , i t  al l  cam e down  to 
where she cou ld  see her sel f  being the 
m ost successfu l . 

?I  d idn?t real ly  know what I  
wan ted, but  seeing i t  in  per son  
helped m y decision ,? she added. 
W hen  tour ing N YU, the class sizes, 
ath let i c f aci l i t ies, and am en i t ies 
m ade the choice easy for  her . 

Besides sw im m ing for  
neighbor hood and club team s, 
Tay lor  has been  on  Q O ?s sw im  and 
d ive team  for  th ree year s. D ur ing her  
sophom ore year, she broke the 50  
f ree record  and won  D iv isionals the 
fol low ing year. O nce she becam e a 
cap tain  her  jun ior  and sen ior  year s, 
the team  real ly  star ted  to com e 
together  and feel  l i ke a f am i ly  to her .

I n  M ar y land, Q O  is w idely  
known  for  i ts el i te footbal l  p rogr am , 
and w i th in  i t  there are m any p layer s 
who are w i l l ing to go above and 
beyond at  the col legiate level , such  as 
sen ior  Ad jatay  ?D J? A begesah , who 
has com m i t ted  to p lay footbal l  at  
Stoneh i l l  Col lege. 

Abegesah  has been  p lay ing 
footbal l  for  m ost of  h is l i fe. H owever, 
what he descr ibes as the ?scar iest  h i t  
ever ? forced h im  to stop  p lay ing. 
L ast  year , he p icked i t  back up  and 
has been  l i f t ing in  the sum m er  to get 
in  shape.

For  footbal l , i t?s ver y com m on  
for  col lege coaches to com e lear n  
about the p layer s, and assess thei r  
sk i l ls th roughout the season . ?I t?s a 

lot  of  pat ience and fai th  because 
noth ing is guar an teed,? said  
Abegesah .

Abagesah?s top  two choices were 
a D iv ision  I I I  school  and Stoneh i l l , a 
D iv ision  I  school . H e considered th is 
choice as ?an  easy decision? for  that  
reason . Another  f actor  that  d rove 
Abegesah  to p lay at  Stoneh i l l  was the 
am oun t of  m oney of fered , cover ing 
m ost of  h is tu i t ion .

D ur ing h is t im e p lay ing footbal l  
at  Q O , Abegesah  set h im sel f  as a 
good exam ple for  the younger  
p layer s on  var si ty. ?I  be d iscip l ined 
and wor k hard , and never  com plain  
about noth ing,? he added. 

Abegesah  would  l i ke to 
acknowledge h is dad, who wen t 
th rough  the sam e process. H is dad 
p layed D iv ision  I  footbal l  at  Texas 
Souther n  Un iver si ty. ?[M y dad] 
helped m e keep m y head str aigh t  
and stay focused,? he said .

Abegesah  bel ieves that  the 
am oun t of  p lay ing t im e received in  
col lege is relat ively  m ore d i f f i cu l t  
than  receiv ing p lay ing t im e in  h igh  
school  because of  how ?ever yone is 
good [on  the col lege team ],? he said .

O ne of  the m any dom inan t 
team s here at  Q O  is the gi r ls soccer  
team , wh ich  coun ted m ul t ip le 
ath let i c com m i ts th is year . O ne is 
sen ior  A r i el l e Good lu ck , who w i l l  be 
at tend ing Goucher  Col lege in  the 
f al l . 

Good luck is the oldest of  her  
sibl ings, so she fel t  lost  th roughout 
the beginn ing of  her  recr u i t ing 
p rocess due to not hav ing som eone 
to tur n  to for  quest ions. She 
m en t ioned gett ing a late star t  to the 
p rocess as a whole, but  because 
Good luck is such  a sk i l led  p layer , she 
had m ul t ip le of fer s to choose f rom .

W hen  p ick ing Goucher, she not 
on ly  took the soccer  p rogr am  in to 
accoun t, but  her  educat ion  as wel l . ?I  
p ropel  m y fu ture over  any th ing and 
th is has the per fect  pathway to al low 
m e to do so,? Good luck said . 

D ur ing her  t im e w i th  Q O  gi r ls 
soccer , Good luck was a par t  of  the 

squad that m ade i t  to the state 
cham pionsh ip  her  jun ior  year , and 
wen t undefeated sen ior  year . 

T h roughout her  soccer  career , 
Good luck says her  paren ts have been  
her  ?sole m ot ivator s and helper s 
th rough  i t  al l .?

W i th  regards to com m i t t ing to 
p lay a spor t  in  col lege, Good luck 
ur ges younger  ath letes to keep  a 
posi t ive m indset and ?wor k hard  and 
gr ind  to the poin t  that  your  
con f idence never  f al ter s.? 

Back in  Septem ber  20 23, sen ior  
Jake W i t ter  announced on  h is 
I nstagr am  that he com m i t ted  to p lay 
basebal l  at  Sal isbur y Un iver si ty. 
W i t ter  has been  p lay ing basebal l  
since 2nd gr ade. H e cred i ts 
per sistence th rough  adver si ty  as h is 
reason  for  success. ?W hen  I  was 
young, I  wasn?t necessar i ly  the best,? 
he adm i t ted , ?but I  stayed per sisten t 
and kep t wor k ing to get to where I  
am  now.?

H e descr ibed Sal isbur y as hav ing 
?a great p rogr am , great coach ing 
staf f , and a w inn ing m en tal i ty.? 

Ever y year , Sal isbur y com petes 
for  a W or ld  Ser ies, wh ich  is what 
strengthened W i t ter ?s in terest  in  th is 
school . T h is season , Sal isbur y is 
cur ren t ly  r anked 2nd in  the N CAA 
D iv ision  I I I  league for  basebal l . 

W i t ter  descr ibed h is recr u i t ing 
p rocess as ?tough ."

"I  had to em ai l  a lot  of  schools,? 
he said . ?Som etim es you won?t get 
responses but you have to keep  
going.? H e also revealed  that  he had 
to at tend a lot  of  showcases.

D ur ing W i t ter ?s t im e p lay ing Q O  
basebal l , he brough t ?a great wor k 
eth ic and tr ie[d] to help  the younger  
k ids? in  the p rogr am  [to] show them  
what i t  takes to be a good var si ty  
p layer ,? he said . 

W i t ter  would  l i ke to thank h is 
paren ts for  suppor t ing h im  and 
especial ly  head basebal l  coach  and 
ar t  teacher  Corey Sim ko, who has 
helped h im  th roughout h is t im e at  
Q O . ?H e knows how to br ing a team  
together  and has taugh t m e a lot  
about the gam e,? he said .

Q uince O rchard?s own  D em eioun  
?Chop? Robinson  ?21 is also an  
in tr igu ing p rospect in  th is d r af t .  
Robinson , a defensive end, p layed h is 
f r eshm an  season  at  M ar y land, and 
then  tr ansfer red  to Penn  State for  h is 
sophom ore and jun ior  seasons? and 
th r ived. At the N FL  Com bine, 
Robinson  showed out, r unn ing a 4.49 
second 40  yard-dash . M ost d r af t  
analysts see Robinson  being taken  in  
the late f i r st  r ound, or  ear ly  second 
round. Regard less of  who dr af ts 
Robinson , i t?s going to be ver y 
th r i l l i ng hav ing a recen t Q uince 
O rchard  alum nus in  the N FL . 

O ther  notable p rospects in  th is 
class include Brock Bower s, who 
p layed at  Geor gia as a t igh t  end; M al ik 
N aber s, a w ide receiver  f r om  L SU; and 
Joe Al t , an  of fensive tack le f r om  N otre 
D am e. Al l  of  these p layer s are 
expected to be cal led  ear ly  on  the f i r st  
n igh t  of  the N FL  D r af t , wh ich  takes 
p lace on  T hur sday, Apr i l  25 in  D etroi t .

Fr ee A gen cy &  
Coach i n g H i r es

A ver y busy f ree agency  began  on  
M arch  13, where  f ans' not i f i cat ions 
were f i l led  w i th  N FL  news. M any big 
m oves were m ade, includ ing the 
At lan ta Falcons sign ing M innesota 
Vik ings quar ter back Ki r k Cousins to a 
four  year  deal , wor th  $180  m i l l ion !

 Secondal ly, a whopp ing eigh t 
N FL  team s h i red  new coaches. M ost 
notably, the W ash ington  Com m ander s 
h i red  Cowoys D efensive Coord inator , 
D an  Q uinn , a m ove that u l t im i t ley 
polar ized the f anbase.  
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